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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 
PERMANENT  IMPRESSIONS  BY  THE  WILL. 
BY  ALEXANDER  WILDER,  M.  D. 

It  is  probable  that  the  earlier  periods  of  human  existence  are 
more  or  less  employed  by  the  will  in  learning  how  to  obtain 
the  direction  of  the  motor  nerves  and  the  muscles  controlled  by 
them.  Children  would  doubtless  be  able  to  walk  and  run  about 
at  a  much  earlier  a^e  if  they  only  knew  how.  But  strength, 
consists  practically  not  only  of  tonicity  of  muscle  but  of  the 
power  to  direct  the  motions.  This  is  acquired  by  long  and  pa- 
tiently impressing  the  forces  of  the  will  upon  the  nerves-  and 
muscles  till  they  become  ready  to  respond  and  obey,  as  if  one 
soul  and  purpose  pervaded  at  the  same  instant  the  brain,  nerves 
and  muscles. 

The  "Swedish  Movement  Cure,"  called,  in  scientific  parlance, 
Kinesipathy,  is  founded  upon  this  principle.  Organs  and  mus- 
cles, by  inaction,  presently  forget  their  functions ;  the  will,  when 
exerted,  will  not  control  them,  and  they  are,  therefore,  relatively 
paralysed.  A  term  of  sickness  generally  induces  this  condition  ■ 
but  it  can  be  established  by  suffering  a  limb,  organ  or  muscle 
to  continue  unused  for  a  considerable  period  of  time.  Fakirs, 
dervishes  and  other  ascetics  are  often  very  successful  in  accomp- 
ishing  upon  themselves  these  abuo.  mal  and  monstrous  palsyings 
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of  the  organs  of  the  body.  The  operators  of  the  "  Movement 
Cure"  overcome  these  morbid  conditions  by  constructing  inge- 
niously devised  apparatus  on  which  the  patient  is  seated ;  the 
healthier  parts  of  the  body  placed  at  rest,  while  the  paralysed 
organs  ore  exerted  for  a  little  while,  and  so  taught  to  move  them- 
selves. The  will,  in  this  way,  resumes  its  ascendancy  little  by 
little,  and  the  treatment,  properly  applied  and  continued,  is  often 
very  successful. 

In  the  ordinary  condition  of  our  faculties  the  impressions 
made  by  the  will  upon  the  nervous  and  muscular  systems  are  so 
habitual  that  we  are  more  or  less  unconscious  of  them  ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  they  are  so  inflexible  and  persistent  that  they 
continue  in  force  for  considerable  periods  of  time  after  the  brain 
has  ceased  to  exercise  any  conscious  voluntary  or  intellectual 
operation.  A  soldier  killed  while  running  at  the  top  of  his 
speed  will  continue  his  pace  for  some  time  afterward.  The 
death-grasp  is  a  familiar  example  of  the  same  character.  When 
the  youthful  assassin,  James  .Rogers,  was  executed  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  in  .  1858,  he  spent  a  considerable  time  just  pre- 
viously with  his  religious  advisers  in  prayer.  Indeed,  he 
adored  the  crucifix  the  moment  before  he  was  suspended.  The 
instant  that  the  rope  became  tense,  and  he  was  vibrating  at  its 
extremity,  he  raised  his  pinioned  hands  and  joined  them  as  in 
supplication,  continuing  in  this  posture  till  they  began  to  stiffen 
in  death. 

The  later  instance  of  the  philologist-murderer,  Edward  H. 
RullofY,  is,  perhaps,  still  more  in  point.  Obstinately  repelling 
all  sympathy  and  religious  offices,  he  plunged  his  hands  into  his 
side  pockets  and  resolutely  kept  them  there  while  the  execu- 
tioner performed  his  office.  The  sudden  jerk  which  hurled  the 
body  of  the  convict  into  the  air  displaced  one  of  the  hands;  but 
the  dying  man,  as  soon  as  the  rope  tightened,  began  the  raising 
of  his  arm,  and  continued  the  effort  till  he  had  succeeded  in 
putting  the  hand  back  into  the  pocket. 

In  neither  of  these  cases  do  I  suppose  that  the  persons  were 
conscious  of  what  they  were  doing;  but  they  only  acted  mechan- 
ically, executing  an  impression  of  the  will  made  on  the  motor 
nerves  and  voluntary  muscles,  and  retained  after  sensibility  had 
been  paralysed. 
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Analogous  instances  have  occurred  where  anassthesia  or  deli- 
rium has  suspended  consciousness.  Patients  under  the  influence 
of  ether,  chloroform  or  nitrous  vapor  lose  all  knowledge  and 
perception  of  what  is  going  on;  yet  they  cry,  struggle,  and  in 
other  ways  act  just  as  they  expected  to  act  beforehand.  Women 
having  painful  teeth  extracted  have  affectionately  caressed  the 
dentist,  expressing  their  anticipated  emotions  of  gratitude  for 
being  relieved.  The  writer  once,  in  a  similar  exigency,  when 
there  was  violent  periostitis,  remarked  that  he  dreaded  the  re- 
moval of  the  offending  tooth — the  pain  being  most  exquisite — 
but  that  he  would  regard  the  dentist  as  his  best  friend  as  soon 
as  he  had  completed  his  task.  In  due  time,  after  the  adminis- 
tration of  chloroform,  the  offending  tooth  was  successfully  re- 
moved without  pain  ;  upon  which  he  extended  his  hand  and 
pressed  that  of  an  attendant  with  a  cordiality  that  was  almost 
ludicrous. 

Of  the  hallucinations  of  women  in  relation  to  the  insulting  of 
their  persons  while  in  the  hypnotic  condition  we  do  not  care  to 
express  an  opinion.  The  human  imagination  is  a  curiously 
strung  instrument,  and  is  over-prone  to  reveal  its  operations 
when  the  ordinary  conventional  restraints  incident  to  everyday 
life  are  removed,  and  a  full  scope  is  given  to  the  fancy.  .  Phan- 
tasies are  painted  like  actual  occurrences. 

The  case  of  Doctor  Beale,  the  dentist,  of  Philadelphia,  which 
occurred  in  1854,  is  still  fresh  in  memory.  Administering  chlo- 
roform to  a  young  woman,  she  immediately,  upon  her  recovery, 
accused  him  of  violating  her  person,  and  he  was  actually  in- 
dicted, convicted  and  immured  in  the  State  prison  for  rape.  His 
accuser,  in  her  testimony,  detailed  the  whole  scene  so  explicitly 
as  to  convince  the  judge,  jury  and  spectators  of  the  guilt  of  the 
prisoner.  A  few  weeks  afterward  she  was  married  to  a  young 
man  to  whom  she  had  been  affianced,  who  lost  no  time  in  assur- 
ing Governor  Pollock  that  she  had  not  been  wronged  as  she 
had  sworn  so  positively.  Doctor  Beale  was  immediately  par- 
doned. 

Several  years  since  a  young  lady  graduated  at  one  of  the 
medical  colleges  of  the  city  of  New  York.  A  married  woman 
placed  herself  under  charge  of  the  new-made  M.  D.  for  attend 
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ance  during  the  first  pregnancy.  She  was  inordinately  anxious 
that  her  friend,  whom  she  believed  capable  of  any  professional 
success,  should  in  this  way  acquire  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
obstetrical  art.  The  time  finally  arrived,  and  the  labor  was  te- 
dious and  unusually  protracted.  The  young  physician  had  pro- 
cured the  counsel  of  two  experienced  male  practitioners  who 
candidly  acknowledged  that  she  had  proceeded  as  she  ought, 
and  encouraged  her  to  the  utmost  of  their  power.  The  patient, 
meanwhile,  did  not  get  on  ;  her  sufferings  were  terrible,  and  she 
became  delirious.  The  attendants  were  discussing  the  expedi- 
ency of  applying  instruments,  when  a  renewed  contraction  of 
the  womb  evinced  its  energy  and  purpose  to  relieve  itself  of  its 
burden.  The  physicians  all  hastened  to  the  bedside  at  once? 
when  the  patient,  wild  with  pain  and  excitement,  and  not  know- 
ing what  she  said,  cried  out:  "  Stand  back,  and  let  come; 

she  must  have  experience." 

We  all  have  heard  of  "  the  ruling  passion  strong  in  death," 
and,  perhaps,  have  witnessed  its  display.  The  hypothesis  pro- 
pounded here,  it  seems  to  us,  accounts  fully  and  satisfactorily  for 
the  remarkable  phenomena.  They  pertain,  we  doubt  not,  rather 
to  the  department  of  psychology  than  of  physiology  as  the  lat- 
ter science  is  usually  taught  and  understood,  and  are  closely 
allied  to  the  modern  mesmeric  or  spiritual  operations  in  which 
the  will  of  one  person  is  able  to  steady,  or  disturb,  or  even  para- 
\yze  the  nerves  and  muscular  system  of  another.  Many  of  the 
problems  of  insanity  are  also  thus  to  be  explained.  An  individ- 
ual, through  disease,  disappointment,  anxiety,  self-indulgence, 
mental  idleness,  the  disturbing  influence  of  others,  becomes"  more 
or  less  unable  to  control  or  direct  his  own  actions  ;  his  strength 
is  reduced  or  abnormally  excited,  and  he  is  rendered  morally 
impotent  and  imbecile.  Almost  any  man  can  be  made  insane 
by  the  interference  of  others  with  his  exercise  of  his  own  will 
and  free  agency.  Medical  science  has  been  greatly  at  fault  in 
this  matter,  and  jurisprudence  has  fallen  short  of  occupying 
legitimately  its  province  of  action. 

This  is  a  field  of  inquiry  which  ought  to  be  more  thoroughly 
explored.  The  constitution  of  the  human  mind  and  the  nature 
of  its  relations  with  the  physical  structure  ought  to  be  butter 
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understood.  We  permit,  and  authorise,  and  act  barbarously  in 
numerous  cases  where  but  our  ignorance  exonerates  us  from  the 
guilt  of  being  murderous.  "We  cannot  innocently  remain  thus 
ignorant.  The  spirit  in  the  midst  of  the  body,  whether  at  the 
cerebellum  or  the  sensorium,  must  be  heede  l  in  its  needs  and 
requirements,  if  we  desire  to  do  that  which  is  right,  wise  and 
wholesome. 
222  West  3-Itii  Street. 


PLEUROPNEUMONIA  AND  ITS  TREATMENT. 
BY  J.  M.  COMIXS,  M.  D., 

Prof,  of  Obstetrics  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  City  of  Xew  York. 

The  word  pleuro-pneumonia  seems  to  be  a  compound,  or  in- 
dicates the  association  of  inflammation  of  the  pleura  with  the 
substance  of  the  lung.  The  term  is  so  frequently  used  that 
these  distinct  diseases  have  been  confounded,  with  the  belief 
that  one  does  not  exist  without  the  other.  There  being  an 
intimate  connection  between  the  pleura  and  the  parenchyma  of 
the  lung,  and  the  frequent  complications  of  diseased  action,  we 
may  find  three  stages  or  conditions  represented  by  certain 
differences  in  their  progress,  according  as  either  tissue  is  in- 
volved. 

Is'.  Pleurisy  complicated  with  slight  pneumonia. 
2d.  Pneumonia  with  slight  pleurisy. 

3d.  Pleuro-pneumonia,  in  which  the  two  diseases  seem 
equally  violent,  involving  both  the  substance  of  the  lung  and 
its  investing  membrane — the  pleura. 

The  exact  primary  seat  of  pneumonia  is  a  question  not 
definitely  settled.  The  capillary  ramifications  of  the  pulmonary 
arteries  and  veins  are  the  tissues  that  first  take  on  inflammation  or 
congestion;  these  may  involve  more  or  less  of  the  tissue  through 
and  around  which  they  pass.  Some  describe  pneumonia  as  be- 
ing inflammation  of  the  cells  and  tubes  of  the  lung  itself.  Doubt- 
less both  theories  are  correct,  for  in  all  cases  of  autopsy  in  this 
disease  we  find  both  cells  and  capillaries  equally  involve'.!. 
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The  first  stage  of  pneumonia  is  that  of  inflammatory  congestion, 
in  which  the  capillaries  of  the  lung  become  loaded  with  red 
blood,  poisoned  by  its  round  of  circulation  and  the  tissues  be- 
come more  or  less  softened  and  infiltrated  with,  a  reddish,  and 
rather  turbid  serum;  holding  fibrin  in  solution. 

The  lung  thus  affected  is  less  crepitant  than  natural,  dull 
under  percussion,  pitting  on  pressure,  and  from  its  cut  surface 
gives  out  an  abundant  reddish,  turbid,  frothy  serum,  chiefly 
from  the  air-cells.  ' 

Pneumonia  passes  rapidly  into  the  second  stage,  or  hepatiza- 
tion. The  pleura  becomes  involved,  and  secretes  a  transparent, 
3'ellowish  jelly  or  lymph,  which  is  effused  with  great  rapidity, 
and  in  considerable  quantity  when  the  inflammation  is  intense.  It 
is  partly  diffused  in  layers  between  the  pulmonary  and  costal 
pleura,  and  partly  subsides  to  the  lower  part  of  the  pleural  sac 
in  flakes,  surrounded  by  a  small  portion  of  watery  fluid.  This 
lymph-like  exudation  consists  almost  exclusively  of  the  fibrin 
and  serum  of  the  blood.  It  is  susceptible  of  organization 
throughout,  and  blood-vessels  form  in  it  with  surprising 
rapidity. 

When  the  substance  of  the  lung  is  cut,  it  appears  a  semi-solid ; 
the  surfaces  are  smooth,  rather  dry,  and  colored  by  different 
shades  of  red,  from  a  light  pink  to  a  crimson  brown.  In  the 
new-born  infant  these  granulations  have  a  different  appearance, 
the  cut  surfaces  being  smooth,  shining,  and  reflecting  light  like 
polished  glass. 

In  the  third  stage  of  this  disease  the  color  of  the  lung  changes, 
The  cut  surface,  still  solid,  is  marbled  red  and  gray,  gray  and 
yellow.  The  lung  is  destitute  of  air,  its  cells  having  been  filled 
with  tuberculous  matter,  and  readily  sinks  in  water,  as  in  the 
second  stage.  In  a  well  developed  condition  of  this  third 
stage,  or  supperating  stage,  the  tissues  of  the  lung  become  much 
softened,  and  break  down  into  a  purulent  detritus — a  complete 
pulmonary  abscess.  The  three  stages  of  inflammation  are 
frequently  found  united  in  the  same  lung,  but  the  second  stage 
is  usually  predominant. 

When  inflammation  seizes  the  lungs  it  is  more  apt  to  spread 
over  the  surface  of  the  membranes  than  to .  involve  the  sub- 
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stance.  It  may  follow  along  the  ramifications  of  a  bronchial 
tube,  involving  its  lining  membrane  and  all  the  air  cells  depen- 
dent upon  that  tube,  and  form  lobular  pneumonia.  Each  lobule 
is,  in  fact,  a  miniature  lung,  and  each  has  its  own  peculiar 
bronchus.  When  an  abscess  is  thus  formed  it  generally  opens 
into  a  bronchus,  and  the  contained  matter  is  then  expectorated  ; 
or  it  may  open  into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax,  and  pneuma-thorax 
follow  ;  or  a  large  pulmonary  vessel  may  be  corroded  by  the 
gangrene  supervening,  and  fatal  hemorrhage  ensue. 

Primitive  pneumonia  is  usually  confined  to  one  lung,  the  right 
being  much  more  often  involved  than  the  left.  Double  pneu- 
monia, or  that  which  involves  both  lungs  at  the  same  time,  is 
most  frequently  observed  in  young  children,  and  especially 
new-born  children.  The  causes  of  pneumonia  are  involved  in 
obscurity.  There  is  no  doubt  a  constitutional  tendency  in  some, 
since  we  find  it  recurring  repeatedly  in  the  same  individual, 
much  less  exposed,  apparently,  than  others  who  escape  it  entirely 
during  a  long  life. 

There  is  no  period  of  life  exempt  from  it;  the  two  extremes, 
however,  are  most  subject  to  its  attack.  Childhood  suffers 
most  from  its  mortality.  Its  location  is  not  limited.  The  arid 
mountain  tops,  the  plain,  the  undulating  prairie,  and  the 
flowery  vale  by  the  babbling  brook,  or  the  mighty  river's 
side,  from  Artie's  dreary  wilds,  to  the  Tropic's  sunny  climes, 
all  count  its  victims  to  this  insiduous  disease.  Those  re- 
gions subject  to  sudden  changes  of  weather,  in  which  damp 
and  cold  winds  prevail,  are  the  favorite  haunts  of  this  disease. 
Many  have  been  able  to  trace  the  origin  of  their  attack  to  a 
cold,  sudden  check  to  perspiration,  especially  going  from  a 
heated  room  into  cold  and  wet  locations.  Some  writers  attribute 
it  to  miasmatic  influence,  synonymous  with  typhus  and  typhoid 
fevers,  and  -that  class  of  low  grade  diseases.  Pneumonia  is 
usually  ushered  in  with  a  chill  and  febrile  symptoms. 

The  increment  and  development  of  this  disease  follows  the 
disappearance  of  the  chill  or  rigor.  The  temperature  of  the 
system  increases  often  as  high  as  one  hundred  and  three  or  one 
hundred  and  five  degrees,  and  witli  it  vascular  congestion,  re- 
action, vital  turgescence,  and  general  orgassus  of  the  circulation 
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are  developed.  The  pulse  beats  rapidly,  often  reaching  from 
one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  in  a  minute, 
full  and  soft ;  and  in  fatal  cases  the  pulse  becomes  feeble  and 
much  accelerated. 

Eespiration,  short,  hurried  and  difficult,  is  attended  with  un- 
usual expansion  and  contraction  of  the  chest  at  first,  with  in- 
creased temperature  of  the  expired  air. 

In  primitive  pneumonia  of  the  a'lult  respiration  is  more 
frequently  about  thirty  per  minute.  During  the  height  of  the 
disease  it  may  reach  fort}',  and  in  extreme  cases  fifty  or  sixty  in 
a  minute.  A  short  quick  cough  is  very  troublesome ;  the  in- 
flamed and  turgid  lung,  now  incapable  of  expansion,  and  equally 
incapable  of  collapsing ;  the  attempt  at  which  the  patient  feels 
irresistibly  called  upon  to  fill  with  air  and  relieve  that  distress 
of  suffocation  ;  the  want  of  oxygen  in  the  system  to  aid  the  com- 
bustion of  this  deposition  in  the  lungs.  He  lies  on  the  affected 
side,  or  in  a  supine  position ;  a  quick  lancinating  pain  darts 
through  the  side  at  almost  every  attempt  at  respiration,  indica- 
ting inflammation  of  the  pleura  generally.  Pleurisy  and  pneu- 
monia having  the  same  origin,  the  same  seat,  and  the  same 
general  duration,  but  the  pain  in  the  side  is  generally  more 
severe  in  simple  pleurisy.  The  tongue  becomes  loaded  with 
sordes  in  the  centre,  edges  and  point  red,  and  is  protruded  in  a 
narrow  pointed  manner,  tremulously.  The  sputa  becomes  thick 
and  viscid,  mixed  with  a  rusty  looking  floculi,  and  often  streaked 
with  blood.  When  the  constitutional  symptoms  do  not  abate, 
the  dyspnoea  continues,  and  becomes  more  aggravated ;  expectora- 
tion more  difficult,  and  of  a  dark  diffluent  secretion,  like  the 
juice  of  stewed  prunes ;  dullness  of  purcussion  in  the  former 
stages  is  now  increased,  and  the  patient  dies — not  so  much  from 
exhaustion  as  from  oppression.  The  urine  is  scanty  and  high 
colored,  and  often  abounds  largely  in  albumen,  and  various 
earthy  deposits.  It  is  sometimes  pale,  and  contains  a  large 
amount  of  urea  and  phosphates,  decomposing  rapidly,  and,  that 
too,  while  accumulating  in  the  bladder.  And  we  often  find 
pyelitis  and  cystitis  as  a  complication,  induced  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  effete  matter  in  the  system,  consequent  on  non-per- 
formance of  function  of  the  lung.    The  indications  are  nearly 
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the  same  for  all  forms  of  pleurisy,  although  each  form  requires 
a  more  or  less  modification  of  the  plan  by  which  these  inten- 
tions are  to  be  fulfilled. 

1st.  To  arrest  the  progress  of  inflammation. 

2d.  To  promote  the  removal  of  the  products  and  the  conse- 
quences of  the  inflammation. 

3d.  To  enable  the  constitutional  powers  to  resist,  in  the  more 
chronic  cases,  the  injurious  influences  of  the  structural  changes 
produced,  and  if  possible  to  counteract  them. 

For  the  successful  treatment  of  the  diseased  lungs,  it  is 
evident  those  organs  should  be  supplied  with  a  respiratory  pa- 
bulum, suitable  to  their  condition,  on  similar  grounds  of  those 
required  in  irritable  conditions  of  the  digestive  organs  ;  and  this 
may  be  called  respiratory  diet.  No  one  will  attempt  to  deny 
that  respiration  is  susceptible  of  diet  as  readily  as  digestion. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  respiratory  organs  has  a  much 
greater  capacity  for  absorption  than  that  of  the  stomach,  than 
which  it  is  much  more  delicate ;  and  for  articles  not  desirable  to 
be  exposed  to  the  solvent  principles  of  the  digestive  fluids  in- 
halation is  an  advantageous  mode  for  administration,  not  for  the 
lungs  alone  but  for  the  general  system.  The  material  inhaled 
comes  directly  in  close  juxtaposition  to  the  blood  while  in  its 
most  vital  state,  and  is  thus  more  promptly  and  thoroughly  ab- 
sorbed into  the  tide  of  circulation  than  when  subjected  to  the 
powerful  changes  of  the  digestive  fluids,  and  performs  part  of 
the  venous  circuit  before  exposure  to  the  inspiratory  effort.  It 
is  often,  too,  advantageous  that  nothing  shall  interfere  with  the 
digestive  function?.  The  promptness  with  which  the  respiratory 
mucous  membrane  absorbs  is  well  shown  in  the  action  of  anaes- 
thetics. 

It  seems  plausible,  too,  that,  even  when  remedies  act  systemati- 
cally, we  should  anticipate  better  results  by  impressing  first  the 
particular  organs  designed  to  be  acted  upon  with  any  agent  by 
its  passage  through  the  system,  than  by  impressing  the  system 
primarily,  and  the  affected  organ  secondarily,  by  the  passage 
through  it  of  medicated  blood  plasma  or  modified  nerve  force ; 
besides  which  the  systemic  exhalents  are  more  actively  called 
upon  for  their  emunctorial  duties  than  are  the  systemic  absorb- 
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on  the  contrary  exhibits  a  decided  tendency  to  overcome  the 
hypersecretion,  thus  conserving  the-powers  of  the  patient.  This 
is  doubtless  due  to  a  stimulating,  sedative  and  antiphlogistic  in- 
fluence of  the  tar  vapor  upon  the  inflamed  mucous  membrane. 
Alcohol  permeates  the  system  with  far  less  irritating  effect  than 
through  the  digestive  organs,  and  aids  the  flagging  powers  of  life 
to  a  little  quicker  play.  In  pleuro-pneumonia  the  nervous 
matter  becomes  rapidly  exhausted,  and  often  prostrates  the 
patient  into  that  low  condition  of  a  typhoid  type  from  which 
many  fail  to  recover.  This  is  readily  overcome  by  phosphorus, 
supplying  the  gray  matter  of  the  nervous  ganglia  and  the  brain 
with  its  vitalising  elements,  and  best  supplied  through  the  medium 
of  the  lungs.  Ferruginous  tonics  may  aid  us  in  convalescence, 
given  by  the  stomach,  after  the  inflammatory  stage  has  passed, 
but  are  inadmissible  during  an  inflamed  or  congested  condition 
of  the  lungs.  A  nutritious  diet  and  strict  hygienic  measures 
should  be  instituted,  and  most  of  the  cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia 
will  yield  so  readily  to  the  above  treatment  that  you  are  hardly 
convinced  that  you  have  had  a  serious  case. 

Inhalation  is  no  new  thing  in  the  healing  art;  it  has  been  em- 
ployed from  the  earliest  ages — in  Greece,  in  Kome,  in  Arabia,  and 
thence,  with  the  extension  of  medical  knowledge,  everywhere. 
Again  and  again  has  the  method  been  extensively  resorted  to,  and 
subsequently  fallen  into  disuse,  from  a  want  of  knowledge  of  its 
physiological  effect.  Of  late  new  discoveries  in  pneumatics  have 
at  various  periods  given  an  impulse  to  further  investigation  of  the 
subject,  and  at  each  time  with  some  permanent  beneficial  results. 
Volatilized  tar,  as  a  base,  probably  fills  more  indications  as  an 
inhalant  than  any  other  remedy  in  use.  It  imparts  ozone  to  the 
air  we  breathe  ;  if  not  ozone  itself,  a  substance  possessing  many 
of  its  properties.  Other  agents  may  be  added  to  meet  the  vary- 
ing demands.  By  their  use,  a  stimulant,  tonic,  astringent,  ano- 
dyne, expectorant  or  relaxant  effect  is  directly  and  speedily 
obtained,  without  the  uncertainty  and  long  delay  consequent 
on  medicines  by  the  stomach.  A  large  category  of  leading 
physicians  at  the  present  day  are  using  inhalations  in  the  treat- 
ment of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs. 

143  E.  26th  St.,  K  Y. 
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TREATMENT  FOR  STILL-BORN  CHILDREN. 

BY  JOHN  GREGORY,  M.  D., 

Licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  Edinburgh;  Member  of  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  England,  and  Licentiate  in  Midvjifery. 

In  addition  to  the  means  already  employed  for  the  restoration 
of  children  apparently  still-born,  I  have  for  some  time  used 
with  considerable  benefit  a  simple  but  important  additional 
manipulation.  It  may  be  mentioned  in  some  works  on  mid- 
wifery, and  some  practitioners  may  use  it.  but  I  have  neither 
read  nor  heard  of  it  before,  and  I  am  induced  to  bring  it  forward, 
because  I  am  convinced  of  its  great  service  in  some  cases. 

Children  in  whom  animation  is  suspended  may,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  divided  into  two  principal  classes.  The  first  class  is 
composed  of  those  in  whom  the  head  suffers  from  redundancy 
of  blood,  arising  from  several  causes,  and  the  second  class  con- 
sists of  those  in  whom  the  head  is  deprived  of  its  proper  quantity 
of  blood. 

In  the  first  class  the  redundance  is  generally  met  with  in  cases 
where  the  head  presents  naturally,  but  is  born  some  time  before 
the  remainder  of  the  body.  At  first  it  is  of  a  natural  color,  but 
as  the  uterus  continues  to  contract  around  the  body,  forcing  it 
into  as  small  a  compass  as  possible,  the  blood  is  gradually  driven 
more  and  more  into  the  head,  which  becomes  turgid,  and,  when 
at  last  the  body  is  expelled,  we  see  the  head  often  almost  black 
and  the  body  perfectly  white.  In  these  cases  the  escape  of  a 
teaspoonful  or  so  of  blood  from  the  funis  before  it  is  tied,  as  is 
generally  taught  and  known,  aids  us  very  much  in  our  efforts 
for  the  child's  recovery,  which  mainly  consist  of  artificial  respi- 
ration, the  hot  bath  and  cold  sprinkling. 

In  the  second  class,  and  this  it  is  with  which  we  have  more 
particularly  to  do  (taking  as  before  a  typical  case),  the  anaemic 
condition  of  the  head,  and  consequently  of  the  medulla  oblon- 
gata, and  that  portion  of  the  spinal  cord  from  whence  the  cervi- 
cal plexus  is  given  off,  is  met  with  in  footling  and  breech  pre- 
sentations, where  the  head  and  neck  are  born  last,  and  the 
supply  of  blood  through  the  funis  is  nearly  or  altogether  stopped. 
Supposing  a  considerable  interval  of  time  to  have  elapsed  be- 
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tween  the  birth  of  the  body  and  the  birth  of  the  head,  we  fre- 
quently find  some  such  conditions  as  these,  the  body  and  head 
pale  and  apparently  bloodless,  not  exactly  the  reverse  of  those 
we  meet  with  in  the  first  class,  because,  although  in  both  cases 
that  part  of  the  child  which  is  pressed  upon  by  the  maternal 
parts  last  is  the  most  denuded  of  blood  in  the  second  class,  the 
absence  of  blood,  caused  by  the  pressure  on  the  umbilical  cord, 
prevents  a  too  great  engorgement  of  any  part  of  the  child.  We 
have,  then,  a  pale  flaccid  body,  scarcely  any,  and  perhaps  no 
attempt  at  respiration,  and  a  few  pulsations  of  the  heart  in  the 
minute,  more  or  less  irregular.  We  at  once  make  use  of  one  or 
other  of  the  various  methods  of  artificial  respiration,  not  forget- 
ting the  hot  bath.  Time  goes  on,  and  beyond  a  greater  regularity 
and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  a  few  attempts  at  respiration, 
and,  perhaps,  a  mottled  hue  of  the  skin  of  the  body,  the  head 
always  remaining  pale  and  deathlike,  we  do  not  seem  to  have 
progressed  very  much.  There  seems  to  be  no  alternative  but 
to  go  on,  hoping  the  slight  improvement  will  continue,  and  very 
often  perseverance  and  skill  do  at  last  succeed  in  effecting  a  re- 
covery. 

About  two  years  ago  I  was  endeavoring  to  reanimate  a  child 
whose  appearance  and  condition  were  just  as  I  have  described. 
More  than  half  an  hour  had  elapsed,  and  although  the  child 
showed  no  signs  of  a  relapse  it  made  very  little  if  any  progress. 
Thinking  carefully  over  the  difficulties  of  the  case  the  thought 
suddenly  struck  me,  how  can  I  expect  a  "coordinate  and  adapted 
action  of  the  muscles  necessary  to  respiration"  if  they  receive  no 
nervous  supply  ;  and  how  can  the  medulla  oblongata  receive 
the  11  impression  of  the  necessity  of  breathing,"  and  reflect  it  to 
the  phrenic  and  other  motor  nerves,  unless  a  due  supply  of  blood 
be  furnished  to  it. 

Acting  on  this  thought  I  took  the  child  carefully  by  the 
thighs  and  held  it  upside  down,  gently  swinging  it  backwards 
and  forwards.  In  a  few  seconds  I  was  pleased  to  see  that, 
although  before  the  whole  body  was  pallid,  now  the  head  and 
baek  part  of  the  neck,  which  was  in  view,  was  becoming  red 
and  turgid,  and  almost  directly  afterwards  the  child  gasped 
violently,  inspired  and  gave  as  loud  a  cry  as  I  ever  heard  from 
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a  new-born  child.  After  ten  seconds  or  so  I  reverted  it  when 
all  respiration  ceased,  and  the  head  became  white  again.  I  then 
inverted  it  again  when  the  crying  and  respiration  recommenced, 
and  I  allowed  it  to  hang  by  its  thighs  for  at  least  a  minute,  rub- 
bing it  well  over  the  back  of  the  head  and  neck,  and  pouring 
hot  water  over  it.  When  the  action  of  the  lungs  seemed  to  have 
fairly  set  in  I  allowed  it  to  lie  on  the  nurse's  lap,  with  its  head 
lower  than  its  feet,  and  so  it  remained  all  night.  The  next  day 
it  was  quite  well.  It  was  very  interesting  to  notice  how  the 
reflex  action  manifested  itself  while  the  child  was  turned  upside 
down,  the  stimulus  of  cold  applied-  to  the  back  of  the  head, 
shoulders  and  upper  part  of  the  back,  acting  on  the  diaphragm 
through  the  superficial  branches  of  cervical  nerves  and  the 
phrenic.  This  entirely  ceased  when  the  respiratory  tract  was 
insufficiently  supplied  with  blood,  as  when  I  held  the  child  up- 
right. Since  then  I  have  had  eight  cases  of  the  first  class,  all 
of  which  did  well,  and  seven  of  the  second,  which  I  may  here 
remark  is  by  far  the  most  dangerous  form  of  suspended  anima- 
tion. Of  these  seven  two  never  breathed,  and  the  action  of  the 
heart  could  only  be  heard  once  or  twice.  They  died  almost  im- 
mediately after  birth.  The  other  five  recovered.  They  varied 
considerably  in  regard  to  the  time  which  elapsed  before  they  could 
breathe  naturally,  but  in  all  of  them  I  was  able  to  materially 
shorten  my  labors  and  the  anxiety  of  the  bystanders  by  invert- 
ing the  child  as  soon  as  a  few  attempts  at  respiration  had  been 
made. 

I  think  I  have  shown  pretty  plainly  that  this  simple  proce- 
dure is  of  considerable  use  in  addition  to  the  other  means,  sup- 
plementing but  never  superseding  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  remark,  although  it  would  almost  seem 
unnecessary,  that,  as  a  corollary  from  the  above,  it  may  be -as- 
sumed that  in  the  first  class  the  head  should  be  kept  perfectly 
upright,  and  that  the  warmth  should  be  applied  mainly  to  the 
lower  parts  of  the  body  and  not  all  over  it  as  is  generally  done. 
The  Marshall  Hall  method  would  not  allow  of  the  erect  posture 
being  kept,  but  it  is  very  easy  to  make  use  of  artificial  respira- 
tion without  following  minutely  that  or  any  other  fixed  form  of 
procedure. 

Eusholme,  England,  May  20,  1871. 
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RUSTIC  SURGERY. 
BY  A.  C.  SHERWOOD)  It  D. 

May  2C)th,  1870,  was  called  to  visit  Mr.  II.  J.,  aged  27; 
found  him  laboring  under  great  febrile  excitement ;  pulse  140; 
skin  dry  and  harsh  ;  severe  pain  in  the  head;  tongue  heavily 
coated  white ;  bowels  constipated ;  very  restless ;  apparently  in 
great  distress.  On  my  asking  him  the  location  of  his  pain,  he 
proceeded  to  give  me  the  following  history  of  his  case : 

For  a  number  of  years  he  had  been  much  troubled  and  an- 
noyed on  account  of  the  length  of  his  scrotum,  which  permitted 
the  testicles  to  hang  down  so  low  that  they  prevented  him  from 
dancing  or  making  any  quick  movement  without  danger  of 
hurting  them  badly.  Several  times  he  had  thought  of  consult- 
ing a  physician,  but  modesty  kept  him  from  it;  and,  on  the  19th 
instant,  becoming  satisfied  that  an  operation  was  the  only  alter- 
native, he  procured  what  he  considered  the  necessary  imple- 
ments for  an  operation — a  straight  common  or  tailor's  sewing 
needle,  some  common  sewing  silk,  and  some  fine  linen  cloth.  Af- 
ter threading  the  needle  and  folding  the  linen  into  a  narrow 
strip  half  an  inch  in  width,  and  four  folds  in  thickness,  he  placed 
himself  on  the  edge  of  the  bed,  grasped  the  lower  part  of  the 
scrotum  in  his  left  hand,  and  with  his  right  pressed  the  testi- 
cles up  as  far  as  possible,  drawing  down  all  the  scrotum  at  the 
same  time,  until  he  had  secured  all  the  loose  skin  he  possibly 
could  ;  then  placing  one  strip  of  the  folded  linen  on  the  top, 
another  on  the  under  side  as  close  to  the  testes  as  he  thought  he 
could  sew  without  crowding  them  ;  he  then  passed  the  needle 
through  the  ends  of  the  strips  outside  of  the  scrotum  ;  the  next 
stitch  through  the  linen  and  scrotum,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the 
edge  ;  the  next  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  second,  and  so  on 
until  he  had  passed  entirely  across,  making  what  is  called  a 
running  stitch,  taking,  in  all,  ten  stitches  through  the  scrotum; 
drawing  the  thread  as  light  as  possible,  he  retraced  his  steps,  re- 
versing the  stitch,  passing  the  needle  through  as  near  as  possible 
the  same  wounds  made  in  the  first  crossing,  forming  what  is 
called  a  chain  stitch.  After  fastening  his  thread,  he  trimmed  the 
linen  as  close  to  the  stitches  as  possible,  applied  a  cold  water 
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dressing,  and  went  to  bed  to  await  results.  He  changed  tbe 
dressing  every  half  hour;  rested  a  little  through  the  night. 

20th.  Somewhat  inflamed;  continued  the  same  application 
on  the  evening  of  the  20th ;  the  parts  becoming  very  painful, 
added  tincture  opii.  to  the  water  dressing. 

21st  (morning).  Kested  little  through  the  night ;  parts  badly 
swollen  and  very  painful ;  bowels  constipated  ;  took  a  Seicllitz 
powder;  continued  the  water  and  laudanum  dressing;  up  to 
this  time  appetite  good. 

22d.  Bowels  moved  during  the  evening;  no  rest ;  other  symp- 
toms the  same  as  the  21st;  took  15  drops  tincture  opii.  ;  no 
effect;  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  he  took  the  razor  and  severed 
all  the  scrotum  within  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  stitches ;  a 
slight  haemorrhage  ensued;  applied  the  water  dressing;  slept 
about  two  hours — the  longest  sleep  at  one  time  since  the  opera- 
tion. 

24th  and  25th.  About  the  same  as  23d  ;  some  sloughing  and 
a  bad  odor;  no  operation  of  the  bowels  since  the  21st. 

26th  (the  morning  of  iny  call).  After  this  history  of  the  case 
I  examined  the  parts ;  they  were  swollen  to  their  utmost  ex- 
tent; the  scrotum  entirely  black  ;  the  underside  of  the  penis  up 
to  the  glands  very  dark,  and  dark  streaks  extending  up  each 
groin  and  down  the  thighs;  a  slight  sloughing  and  a  very  foetid 
odor ;  the  parts  very  sensitive ;  the  folds  of  the  linen  were  en- 
tirely out  of  sight ;  I  found  no  indication  of  union,  or  any  chance 
for  it,  without  a  large  -amount  of  sloughing,  which,  under  present 
appearance,  must  be  avoided.  The  two  inner  surfaces  of  the 
scrotum  only  being  brought  together,  the  high  state  of  the  in- 
flammation and  the  congested  condition  of  the  skin  made  the 
case  look  rather  dubious.  I  dared  not  remove  the  cause  of  irri- 
tation by  cutting  the  stitches,  for  surely  the  testicles  would  pro- 
trude, and  the  edges  were  entirely  too  tender  to  try  new  sutures, 
and  the  scrotum  is  not  a  safe  place  to  trust  entirely  to  adhesive 
strips.  What  was  to  be  done?  The  case  was  new  to  me. 
This  was  what  I  did:  I  administered  20  grs.  chloral  hydrate; 
washed  the  parts  with 

Jjc.    Carbolic  Acid  sol  parts  i. 

Aquae,  dist   "  iii.  M. 
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Applied  a  yeast  and  charcoal  poultice  over  the  entire  parts  ; 
ordered  quinia  sol.,  grs.  iiss.,  every  four  hours,  alternating  with 
the  chloral  hyd.  ;  ordered  a  Seidlitz  powder  every  four  hours 
until  the  bowels  moved.  I  saw  the  patient  again  in  the  evening  ; 
found  the  pulse  110,  full  and  soft;  had  slept  well  most  of  the 
day;  skin  moist;  the  foetid  odor  had  nearly  disappeared  ;  con- 
tinued the  treatment  through  the  night. 

27th  (10  o'clock  A.  M.)  Pulse  108;  skin  moist;  rested  well 
through  the  night ;  bowels  moved  about  1  A.  M.  ;  the  wound 
assumed  a  more  healthy  appearance ;  inflamed  and  congested 
appearance  about  the  same ;  continued  the  application  and  pow- 
ders.   Ordered — 

]J.    Fl.  ext.  Valeri  §  i. 

Fl.  ext.  Buchu  J  ss.  M. 

A  three  quarter  teaspoonful  every  four  hours  ;  alternate  with 
the  powders. 

28th  (10  A.  M.j  Symptoms  unchanged  ;  pulse  100  ;  concluded 
to  remove  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  sutures,  and,  if  possible, 
substitute  adhesive  strips.  After  cleansing  the  wound  with  carb. 
acid  sol.,  I  succeeded  in  severing  the  third,  and  then  the  fourth 
stitch,  on  the  left  side ;  I  then  carefully  examined  the  inside  of 
the  scrotum  ;  found  no  sloughing,  only  at  the  places  punctured 
by  the  needle ;  the  entire  inner  surface  of  the  scrotum,  also  the 
testes  was  very  dark,  and  had  but  little  feeling.  I  injected  into 
the  scrotum — 

9.    Sol.  Carb.  Acid, 
Tine.  Arnica, 

Aquae  dist  aa. 

After  thoroughly  washing  and  drying,  I  succeeded  in  nearly 
drawing  the  external  edges  of  the  scrotum  together,  at  the  point 
where  the  sutures  were  severed,  with  narrow  adhesive  strips, 
I  then  gave  the  whole  a  thorough  coating  with 

9-    Oleum  Ricini  parts  xij. 

Carbolic  Acid   "    i.  Jf. 

Covered  with  lint  saturated  with  the  same,  and  ordered  it  left 
until  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  at  which  time  I  examined  it  again,  and 
from  the  improved  appearance  of  that  side  of  the  scrotum  and 
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testicle  I  concluded  to  treat  the  other  in  the  same  way,  which  I 
did. 

29th  (morning).  Patient  improving;  pulse  90,  skin  soft;  bow- 
els moved  during  the  night ;  swelling  decreasing.  I  proceeded 
to  remove  all  the  sutures,  together  with  the  linen  strips  which 
were  entirely  imbedded  in  the  skin,  and  from  the  points  where 
the  linen  rested  occurred  the  only  sloughing  during  after  treat- 
ment ;  from  this  time  the  patient  improved  rapidly  ;  with  some 
trouble  but  with  perseverance  I  succeeded  in  drawing  thy  edges 
nearly  together,  and  holding  them  to  their  place  with  adhesive 
strips.  The  uniting  and  healing  of  the  scrotum  was  entirely  be- 
yond my  expectation.  I  continued  the  arnica  injection  up  to 
the  third  day,  using  after  that  the  carbolic  acid  wash  and  paste 
for  dressing;  the  last  place  to  heal  was  in  the  centre,  at  the 
raphe.  On  the  7th  day  of  June,  I  discharged  the  patient  entirely 
sound,  making  in  all  twelve  days  of  treatment,  and  up  to  this 
time,  being  one  year,  he  has  experienced  no  inconvenience. 
He  also  informs  me  that  his  sexual  desire  is  unchanged. 


BILIOUS  FEVER. 
BY  C.  D.  R.  KIRK,  M.  D. 

That  form  of  bilious  fever  known  as  simple  "  remittent 
bilious  fever"  is  quite  common  in  autumn  through  the  Southern 
States ;  but  there  is  a  more  severe  form  that  is  not  so  common, 
and,  therefore,  not  so  well  understood  as  the  simple  form.  It  is 
the  severe  or  malignant  form  that  we  wish  now  to  notice. 

Symptoms.^- This,  like  other  fevers  that  occur  mostly  in  the 
fall  and  latter  months  of  summer,  usually  has  a  routine  of  pre- 
monitory symptoms,  but  is  sometimes  ushered  in  with  a  chill ; 
but  when  the  fever  is  fairly  established  the  patient  complains  of 
the  most  intense  pain  in  the  frontal  head,  great  nausea  and  fre- 
quent vomiting  of  thick  bilious  matter  of  various  colors,  but, 
unlike  the  vomiting  so  often  noticed  in  other  fevers,  it  gives  but 
little  if  any  relief.  There  is  an  intensely  sick  feeling,  as  some 
patients  have  said,  "in  everyway."  There  is  a  griping  or 
cholic  pain,  which  is  very  severe,  in  the  epigastrium  and  right 
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hypochrondrum,  and  gradually  extends  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  intestines.  This  pain  and  the  general  sick  feeling 
are  the  most  prominent  points  of  the  disease. 

The  fever,  although  at  first  continued,  rises  in  the  morning 
and  is  very  high  at  noon,  and  then  slowly  falls  in  temperature 
and  severity,  but  continues  through  the  night.  The  pulse  is  full 
and  strong;  the  face  and  hands  resemble  those  of  a  person  who 
has  had  an  attack  of  variola  ;  the  skin  is  swollen,  and  of  a  dirty 
red  ;  the  eyes  are  yellow  or  congested.  About  from  thirty -six 
to  forty-eight  hours  after,  the  pain  of  the  stomach  is  discovered 
to  be  moving  or  extending  downward,  and  becomes  severe 
in  the  descending  colon.  There  are  frequent  dysenteric  discharges 
of  a  dark  color,  dark  green  or  black  ;  thick,  tenacious,  adhering 
to  everything  that  comes  in  contact  with  it,  and  of  the  consis- 
tency of  the  white  of  an  egg.  The  patient  has  frequent  calls  to 
stool,  but,  like  the  vomiting,  it  gives  but  little  if  any  relief.  The 
griping  pains  and  desire  to  stool  cease  only  for  a  few  minutes. 

The  tongue  is  heavily  coated  at  base,  thick  and  rather  pale, 
but  nothing  indicative  of  the  extremely  sick  feeling.  The  urine 
is  scant  and  high  colored,  and  there  are  severe  pains  in  the 
region  of  the  kidneys.  The  skin  is  very  dry,  except  during  the 
efforts  to  vomit,  or  while  straining  at  stool. 

In  regard  to  actual  suffering  there  are  few  fevers,  if  any,  equal 
to  it,  yet  it  usually  assails  the  stout  and  robust — those  who  have 
been  leading  an  active  out-door  life.  With  this  hasty  descrip- 
tion we  will  pass  on  to  the 

Treatment. — The  principal  indications  are  to  remove  the  offend- 
ing cause  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  then  to  counteract,  as  far 
as  is  in  our  power,  the  malarial  influences.  To  do  this  most 
physicians  would,  no  doubt,  at  first  advise  an  emetic,  but  after 
trying  that  plan  thoroughly  I  must  affirm  that  it  is  not  the  best, 
but  far  from  the  best — it  is  a  loss  of  time  ;  for  if  it  is  given  in 
active  doses  it  will  not  increase  the  quantity  that  would  be 
vomited  in  the  same  time,  perhaps;  and  if  administered  id  small 
doses  it  will  be  ejected  before  enough  has  been  given  to  cause 
any  great  amount  of  relaxation. 

I  iiave  witnessed  the  action  of  calomel,  given  by  the  best 
'  regular"  rule,  and  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a  weak  agent,  to  say 
the  least,  in  this  form  of  the  disease. 


20  Bilious  Fever,  [July? 

The  following  has  been,  in  my  practice,  more  reliable  than 
any  other  agent  or  compound : 

9.    Podophyllin  grs.  vij. 

Capsicum  grs.  viij. 


Dover's  Powders  grs.  xij.  M. 

Form  three  powders,  and  give  one  every  three  hours,  begin- 
ing  at  eight  or  nine  o'clock  P.  M. 

If  there  is  any  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  readers  of  The 
Eeview  of  the  efficiency  of  the  above  compound,  they  have 
only  to  give  it  a  fair  trial  to  become  convinced  that  it  is  equal,  if 
not  superior,  to  any  other.  If  it  is  rejected  a  small  quantity  of 
the  tincture  of  gelseminum  will  generally  quiet  the  stomach  for 
the  time.  After  the  podophyllin  has  acted  there  seems  to  be 
"  a  cessation  of  hostilities"  for  a  short  while,  when  the  following 


may  be  administered : 

9.    Cone.  Tine.  Yeratrum  Yiride, 

Cone.  Tine.  Aconite  aa.  3i. 

Syrup  Tine.  Gelseminum  Sem  3  iij. 

Cone.  Tine.  Macrotis  Race  3  ii. 

Spts.  Nitre  Dul  §  ss. 

Water.  §  iv.  M. 


The  dose  is  a  teaspoonful  every  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half 
while  there  is  fever. 

The  tongue  will  be  found  changed  very  favorably  immediately 
after  the  podophyllin  has  acted,  but  by  the  next  night  the 
tongue  will  again  be  coated,  and  the  vomiting,  though  not  so 
often,  still  continues,  and  therefore  the  cathartic  must  be  re- 
peated. 

I  treated  a  severe  case  last  fall  in  which  the  above  cathartic 
was  administered  for  six  successive  nights.  The  tongue  would 
be  clean  immediately  after  it  acted,  but  would  become  coated 
heavily  by  night ;  the  fever  was  very  high  through  the  day, 
but  less  at  night. 

When  there  is  an  intermission,  quinine,  iron  and  gelseminum 
should  be  given,  as  in  other  fevers.  When  an  emetic  can  be 
given,  to  act  thoroughly,  it  is  the  quickest  relief,  but  it  is  only 
the  mildest  cases  in  which  it  can  be  administered.  However,  its 
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indication  is  so  plain,  so  positive,  that  almost  every  physician  will 
make  an  attempt  to  administer  it,  but  one  trial  generally  convinces 
physicians  of  the  folly.  When  the  vomiting  of  billious  matter, 
and  the  frequent  dysenteric  discharges  of  the  same  cease,  the 
fever  abates  at  once,  and  nothing  is  necessary  but  tonics  and 
suitable  diet. 
Fern  Springs,  Miss. 


PERISCOPE. 

Extract  of  Pinus  Canadensis. — A  New  Remedy. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Kennedy  was  engaged  in  making  hem- 
lock extract,  for  tanners'  use,  which  he  shipped  in  large  quan- 
tities to  various  parts  of  the  country.  The  workmen  engaged 
in  manufacturing  this  impure  commercial  extract  accidentally 
discovered  that  it  was  a  valuable  application  in  cuts  and  bruises 
and  in  some  cutaneous  diseases,  and  also  that  it  was  a  valuable 
remedy  in  diarrhoea  and  dysentery.  One  of  his  workmen,  who 
had  experienced  the  benefits  of  this  crude  article  in  a  cure  of 
diarrhoea,  concluded  to  try  it  locally  for  haemorrhoids — a  disease 
from  which  he  had  suffered  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  In  five  or 
six  days  he  found  himself  greatly  relieved,  and  in  three  months 
he  was  wholly  cured. 

All  these  facts  fell  under  the  personal  observation  of  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, and  he  became  so  fully  convinced  of  the  value  of  the 
hemlock  extract  as  a  remedial  agent  that  he  determined  to  make 
an  article  medicinally  here,  which  he  has  for  some  time  placed 
in  the  market. 

His  method  and  care  in  making  this  new  remedy  will,  I  am 
sure,  give  us  an  article  of  uniform  strength  and  purity.  He  ex- 
tracts the  virtues  of  the  bark  by  pure  distilled  water,  the  tem- 
perature of  which  is  never  allowed  to  exceed  150  degrees  Fah. 
The  infusion  thus  made  is  then  evaporated  in  vacuo,  from  about 
20  degrees  (by  what  the  tanners  call  the  barkometer)  to  250, 
which  makes  a  constant  and  uniform  fluid  extract,  without  the 
addition  of  acid  or  alcohol,  and  which  does  not  ferment  in  any 
climate  or  under  any  extreme  of  temperature. 

I  have  had  but  a  limited  experience  with  this  new  extract  of 
pinus  canadensis,  but  I  am  so  well  satisfied  of  its  value  that  I 
am  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  it.  I  have 
used  it  for  about  eight  months  in  some  affections  of  the  rectum, 


22  Spurious  Quinine.  [Jmv> 

•  T  have  used  it,  considerably  diluted, 

vagina  and  cervix  uteri.    1  nave Mise     ,  ft 

as  a  vaginal  wash,  ^f^f^X'pml  or^ixed  with  gly- 
to  the  os  tincce,  on  cotton  wool  ei  ner  p  r  should 
cerine,or  glycerine  and  rose  ^  ^  *™  an'd  t]len  be 

inttfSisTay°I  Ke  °sLT  chSc  granular  vaginitis 
renewed.    In  this  \\aj  i .  u*       resisted  the  ordinary  remedies 

medica. 

rXhe  above  article,  in  which  Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims  details  the 
LI  he  a  .'       •    tVlp  „«.  of  the  pinus  canadensis, 

result  of  his  experience  m  the  use  ot  the  p 

ve  copy  from  a  recent  numb  r  of    he  ^ 
therapeutic  properties.-EDS.  Review.] 

IN  a  late  number ^of ^mvKW^        tl/e  discovery  of  an 

Charles  Bullock,  of  Ptllade*h'a' ' *.    8DUrioua  preparation.  He 

intended  fraud  in  h e '"^Jj^F the  market  there  what 
savs  that  there  has  lately  been  otteream  of 

purported  to  be  about  five on  LeVaillant, 

-^^^^^^  fiS 

was  offered  at  about  the  market pr  ce  0t  * un  of 
SSJS^S^  entities  of  the  other 
,s30c.«ted  nlWoidi  of  tl.e  W*  f        hi(.h  ,Ue  M 

Tta  tot  »P'«'"";7jb£  «"  S  erpetmte  .to  *«d  i 

counterfeit. 
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It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  read  that  the  original  circular  is- 
sued by  the  firm,  a  counterfeit  copy  of  which  accompanied  each 
bottle  of  the  spurious  quinine,  contains  a  ready  method  for  dis- 
covering the  fraud,  viz. :  11 1  gramme  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  4 
grammes  of  ether  and  2  grammes  of  aq.  ammoniae  should  form 
a  clear  solution." — Med.  and  Surg,  Reporter. 


Croup  and  Diphtheria, 

In  a  communication  in  the  February  number  of  Yirchovfs 
Archives,  Dr.  Franz  Hartman  advocates  the  view  that  croup  and 
diphtheria  are  not  distinct  diseases,  but  different  grades  of  one 
and  the  same  process.  As  is  well  known,  modifications  are  im- 
pressed upon  disease  by  the  tissue  or  organ  it  affects,  and  by  its 
duration  ;  and  by  keeping  this  in  mind  some  of  the  points  of 
difference  presented  D37  croup  and  diphtheria  may  be  readily  ex- 
plained. In  both  conditions  there  is  an  exudative  process,  and 
the  exudations  must  be  furnished  by  the  vessels — the  lymphatics 
as  well  as  the  blood  vessels.  Dr.  Hartman  has  demonstrated 
that  the  capillaries  are  not  the  terminations  of  the  blood  vessels, 
but  that  the  latter  are  united  with  small  ducts,  which  carry  nu- 
trition to  the  elements  of  the  tissues.  These  little  ducts,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  do  not  admit  the  blood  corpuscles,  but 
may,  when  irritated,  expand  sufficiently  to  do  so.  The  lym- 
phatics do  not  extend  to  the  epithelium  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes, but  terminate  in  follicles  opening  on  the  free  surface  and 
communicating  with  one  another.  The  lymphatics  are,  more- 
over, connected  with  the  blood  vessels  by  means  of  the  vasa 
serosa,  which  are  formed  by  the  connective  tissue  corpuscles  and 
their  prolongations. 

The  anatomical  construction  of  the  mucous  membrane  allows, 
therefore,  the  exudation  of  plasma  upon  the  outer  surface, 
and  this  is  prevented  only  by  the  fact  that  under  normal  condi- 
tions no  more  fluid  is  furnished  by  the  capillaries  than  can  be 
taken  up  by  the  lymphatics.  Upon  the  occurrence  of  inflamma- 
tion tli is  ceases  to  be  the  case,  for  not  only  is  there  an  increase 
in  the  amount  brought,  but  the  lymphatics  are  able  to  absorb 
less,  in  consequence  of  the  compression  which  they  suffer.  We 
therefore  have  an  exudation  in  every  inflammation  of  the  mu- 
cuous  membrane,  but  it  will  depend  upon  circumstances  whether 
this  appears  upon  the  surface.  The  looser  the  texture  of  the 
mucous  membrane  affected  the  more  likely  is  the  exudation  to 
be  retained  in  its  interior.  If  the  mucous  membrane  be  adhe- 
rent to  muscles  which  are  in  constant  action,  the  exudation  will 
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be  forced  to  the  surface  by  the  contraction  of  these.  A  greater 
intensity  of  the  inflammation  will,  however,  paralyze  the  mus- 
cles, and  there  will,  therefore,  be  under  these  circumstance  a  re- 
tention of  the  exudation  within  the  membrane. 

Croup,  therefore,  indicates  the  existence  of  inflammation  not 
so  severe  as  that  which  gives  rise  to  diphtheria,  and  affects  more 
frequently  the  larynx  than  the  pharynx,  because  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  latter  is  of  much  looser  texture  than  that  of  the 
former.  Diphtheritic  patches  are,  on  the  other  hand,  most  fre- 
quently found  where  the  texture  is  loose,  or  where  there  is  little 
movement,  as,  for  instance,  the  tonsils  or  upper  part  of  the 
pharynx.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  have  dipththeria  supervening 
upon  croup  ;  this  is  owing  either  to  the  violence  of  the  inflam- 
mation paralyzing  the  muscles,  or  to  the  fact  that  the  exudation 
which  has  coagulated,  upon  the  membrane  prevents  any  further 
exudation.  Dr.  Hartman  believes  that  the  exudation  which  is 
retained  within  the  membrane  continues  in  a  liquid  condition, 
and  solidifies  only  upon  contact  with  the  atmosphere. — Med. 
Times. 


Treatment  of  Haemoptysis. 

We  find  the  following  in  The  Practitioner :  Dr.  Waters  re- 
cords a  series  of  cases  illustrating  various  forms  and  modes  of 
treatment  of  haemoptysis.  He  remarks  that,  considering  the 
frequency  of  this  symptom,  it  is  only  in  a  small  proportion  of 
cases  that  it  proves  fatal — the  patient  dying  suddenly  from  the 
profusions  of  the  hemorrhage  and  consequent  suffocation,  or 
sinking  more  or  less  rapidly  from  exhaustion.  Whenever  it  is 
only  slight,  during  the  progress  of  a  case  of  phthisis,  he  is  of 
opinion  that  no  special  treatment  should  be  directed  to  it ; 
should  it  be,  however,  at  all  severe,  rest  should  be  enjoined,  and 
no  risk  run  by  which  an  inflammatory  attack  might  be  brought 
on.  In  regard  to  the  various  measures  that  are  usually  resorted 
to,  he  considers  the  best  remedy  to  be  used  is  gallic  acid,  as  be- 
ing the  safest,  the  most  rapid,  and  the  most  effectual.  It  should 
be  given  in  full  doses  of  not  less  than  ten  grains  every  hour,  or 
every  two,  three  or  four  hours,  according  to  the  severity  of  the 
case.  It  is  readily  taken  by  patients,  it  rarely  disagrees  with 
the  stomach,  and  is  well  borne  by  delicate  persons.  It  rapidly 
finds  its  way  into  the  urine  and  is  excreted.  Acetate  of  lead, 
especially  when  combined  with  opium,  is  often  of  great  service. 
He  usually  gives  it  in  the  form  of  pill,  in  two  or  three  grain 
doses,  every  two,  three  or  four  hours,  but  should  not  be  too 
long  continued  on  account  of  its  constipating  effects.  Sulphuric 
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acid  is  a  good  remedy  in  slight  cases  of  haemoptysis,  and  it  may 
be  combined  with  other  substances,  as  quinine  and  iron,  which 
are  given  for  the  general  treatment  of  the  disease.  It  should 
be  given  in  doses  of  from  ten  to  thirty  mini-ns.  Dr.  Waters' 
experience  of  the  use  of  ergot  of  rye  in  pulmonary  haemorrhage 
is  not  very  favorable.  In  severe  cases  of  haemoptysis  he  alwavs 
applies  ice  to  the  chest ;  it  should  be  included  in  a  bag,  and  not 
allowed  to  remain  so  long  as  to  produce  a  chill.  In  "regard  to 
digitalis,  as  far  as  his  experience  goes,  he  is  unable  to  recom- 
mend it  as  a  trustworthy  remedy  in  haemoptysis.  He  occasion- 
ally prescribes  dry  cupping,  but  never  fails  to  give  stvpsics  in- 
ternally at  the  same  time.  He  gives  a  caution  against  "the  indis- 
criminate use  of  purgatives.  "Turpentine  he  considers  to  be 
less  valuable  in  haemorrhage  from  the  lungs  than  in  haemorrhage 
from  the  bowels.  The  room  should  be  kept  clean  and  well 
ventilated:  the  food  should  consist  of  iced  beef  tea  and  milk, 
and  small  pieces  of  ice  given  the  patient  to  suck  (British  Medical 
Journal,  March  11,  1871). 

In  a  note  upon  the  above  lecture,  in  the  following  number  of 
the  same  journal  Dr.  G-oddard  Eogers,  whilst  agreeing  for  the 
most  part  jn  the  estimate  of  the  relative  value  of  the  various  reme- 
dies therein  mentioned  by  Dr.  Waters  for  the  treatment  of  haemop- 
tysis, remarks  that  alumen  exsiccatum  and  diluted  acetic  acid  are 
worthy  of  mention,  and  that  as  long  ago  as  1853  he  himself  called 
attention  to  the  very  marked  efficacy  of  the  so-called  tannate  of 
alumina  in  spitting  of  blood.  Iron  alum,  a  sulphate  of  peroxide 
of  iron,  and  a  sulphate  of  alumina  or  potash,  is  perhaps  a  still 
more  powerful  astringent.  The  dose  should  not  exceed  three 
grains  to  begin  with.  Kuspini's  styptic  also  deserves  a  passing 
notice. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Treatment  of  Nocturnal  Incontinence  of  Semen. 

USL  J.  B.  Bradburt,  in  the  course  of  some  clinical  remarks 
(Brit.  Med.  Journal,  April  8,  1871),  after  alluding  to  the  value 
of  chloral  in  the  treatment  of  nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine, 
takes  occasion  to  call  attention  to  the  value  of  this  remedy  in  a 
closely  allied  functional  disorder,  viz.,  spermatorrhoea."  He 
agrees  with  Trousseau  in  thinking  that  in  manv  cases  of  this 
affection  semen  is  ejected  simply  in  consequence  of  the  excessive 
contractility  of  the  vesiculae  seminals,  which  are  frequentlv  in  a 
state  of  erection.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  that  persons  who 
are  troubled  with  nocturnal  incontinence  of  urine  in  bovhood 
suffer  from  nocturnal  incontinence  of  semen  when  they  have 
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arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty  ;  and  occasionally  the  two  affections 
mav  coexist  in  the  same  person.  Two  cases  are  reported  in 
which  a  cure  is  said  to  have  been  effected  by  the  administration  of 
fifteen  grains  of  chloral  every  night.  "  Whenever,  therefore,"  he 
says,  "  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  nocturnal  urinary  and 
seminal  incontinence  are  due  to  spasm,  hydrate  of  chloral  will 
be  found  a  most  serviceable  drug  in  their  treatment,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  acknowledged  power  of  this  drug  of  allaying 
spasm,  as  observed  in  tetanus  and  other  spasmodic  disorders." 
He  claims  for  chloral  the  following  advantages  over  belladonna 
in  the  treatment  of  these  affections:  1.  That  the  effect  of  bella- 
donna is  not  so  immediate,  frequently  taking  weeks  to  produce 
any  marked  control  over  the  disease,  whereas  the  influence  of 
chloral  hydrate  is  most  rapid,  the  malady  frequently  disappear- 
ing after  the  first  dose  of  the  remedy.  2.  That  belladonna 
sometimes  induces  profuse  diarrhoea,  a  result  which  is  never  pro- 
duced by  chloral.  3.  That  belladonna,  when  pushed  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  it  is  necessary  to  be  really  efficacious,  not  un- 
frequently  impairs  vision,  which  is  not  the  case  with  chloral 
hydrate.  4.  That  belladonna  sometimes  failed  to  be  of  any 
service. 

In  concluding,  he  says  that  he  has  not  tried  chloral  hydrate 
as  a  remedy  in  epilepsy;  but  he  is  of  opinion  that  it  will  be 
found  useful  in  the  treatment  of  some  forms  of  this  affection 
believing,  as  he  does,  that  there  is  a  close  similarity  between 
epilepsy  and  nocturnal  enuresis. 


A  New  and  Successful  Treatment  of  Pertussis. 

John  J.  Caldwell,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  says: 
My  treatment  of  whooping  cough  may  or  may  not  be  entirely 
new  to  the  profession,  viz.,  local  medication  by  the  spray 
atomizer,  such  as  is  made  and  sold  by  your  townsmen,  Messrs. 
Codman  &  Shurtleff,  my  favorite  medicinal  agents  being  bro- 
mide of  ammonium  and  of  potassium,  together  with  liquid  pre- 
paration of  belladonna.  Believing  in  Niemeyer's  views  of  the 
pathology  of  this  disease,  "  that  whooping  cough  is  a  catarrh  of 
the  respiratory  mucous  membrane,  combined  with  intense  hy- 
peresthesia of  the  air  passages/'  I  made  my  medication  directly 
to  the  parts  affected,  and  the  results  have  been  so  satisfactory 
and  rapid  that  I  venture  to  submit  the  following  cases  for  y our 
journal : 

Cases  I  and  II  were  my  little  daughters,  aged  respectively  four 
and  two  years.    They  contracted  the  disease  in  July,  1869,  it 
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being  at  that  time  prevalent  in  our  city,  and  in  their  cases  the 
malady  was  decided  and  distressing.  After  exhibiting  the  usual 
remedies  with  little  or  no  relief,  I  resorted  to  the  above  treat- 
ment as  an  experiment.  Getting  up  steam,  and  placing  my 
little  ones  upon  my  knee,  in  such  a  position  that  the  spray  should 
play  right  into  the  face  ;  as  a  natural  consequence  the}7  began 
crying,  and  that  was  just  what  I  expected,  and  what  I  most  de- 
sired, for  the  deep  inspirations  would  carry  the  bromides  and 
belladonna  home  to  the  local  trouble.  My  formula  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

R.  Ext.  belladon.  fid.,  gtts.  v.  to  x. 
Potass,  bromid.,  grs.  xx. 
Ammon.  bromid.,  grs.  xL 
Aqua?  destil.,  2  oz. 
M.  Ft.  solutio. 
Of  this  we  use  a  tablespoonful  at  each  application. 
July  11th. — Children  much  better;   the   intermissions  of 
greater  space.    Made  another  application. 

14th. — Attacks  very  mild  ;  scarcely  any  whoop.  Continued 
treatment. 

16th. — Whoop  and  spasmodic  action  gone,  with  a  slight  cough, 
which  passed  away  in  a  few  days. 

Aug.  21th. — Was  called  across  the  street  to  see  my  neigh- 
bor's children,  three  in  number ;  found  them  suffering  from  same 
affection.  The  father  informed  me  that  the  distress  was  so  great 
and  constant  that  the  children  could  not  rest,  and  were  becom- 
ing very  weak  and  emaciated  ;  that  their  physician  did  not  re- 
lieve them,  and  that,  as  the  weather  was  so  oppressive,  he  felt 
fearful  for  their  lives.  I  administered  the  spray  treatment  to 
them  in  turn,  while  the}'  wrere  sitting  upon  the  father's  knee,  as 
before  mentioned.  They  called  on  the  following  succeeding 
days,  viz.,  25th,  26th,  27th  and  28th,  on  the  first  day  of 
September,  when  I  discharged  them,  cured.  Sept.  9th  Mrs. 
McCh  called  at  the  office  with  her  little  son,  aged  two  years,  af- 
flicted in  the  same  manner.  After  three  or  four  applications  we 
had  similar  happ}*  results.  Here  we  may  say  that,  when  the 
nights  were  passed  with  much  disturbance  from  spasmodic 
coughing,  it  is  our  habit  to  administer  the  same  solution  by  the 
stomach,  in  doses  suitable  for  the  occasion. 

Id  October,  1870,  I  was  called  to  the  family  of  Mr.  S.,  of 
Sackett  street,  where  I  found  his  five  children  suffering  severely 
with  whooping  cough.  I  left  the  atomizer  at  the  house,  with  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  the  mixture,  at  the  same  time  instructing 
the  mother  (who  was  a  competent,  intelligent  person)  how  to 
administer  it.    I  now  and  then  called  to  watch  progress,  and  at 
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the  expiration  of  two  weeks  was  pleased  to  find  that  the  pa- 
tients, like  the  others  under  my  care,  had  speedily  and  en 

^VbSfabove.  Messrs.  Editors,  as  my  experience  in  to 
distressing  affection,  and  hope  that  if  the  other  ge  ^emen  ofthe 
profession  are  induced  to  try  the  modus 

prove  as  satisfactory  to  them  as  to  me.-Boston  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

New  Mode  of  Version. 

William  Macfarlane,  M.  D.,  in  the  Australian  iMical 
Gazelle,  says:  In  the  domain  of  medicine  there  is  no ^depart 
ment  possessing  more  vital  importance  than  *^of  midwifery 
however  monotonous  may  be  the  large  majority  of  cases .jet 
now  and  again  there  breaks  in  upon  this ■^M^ 
ness  one  case  which  tests  the  courage  the  ability  and  the  sk  11 
of  the  practitioner.    The  stakes  are  his  own  reputation  and 

ness  not  infrequently  eventuates  in  the  happiest  success,  t  he 
following  case  exemplifies  the  above  remarks,  and,  I  «oulcl 

JWof  fruitless  labor,  was  placed  under  my  ear. 
Uterine  contractions  had  entarely  ceased  and  from  the ^  vulva 

the  right  hand  and  funis  ?^d^- t^^/P^^de ^ 
hand,  passed  onward  in  vagmam,  guided  by  he  arm  made  out 
the  right  scapula,  the  spinous  processes ,  of  the  verte bra,  ana 
the  ribs  firmly  impacted  in  the  brim  of  the  pehis  Again  ana 
again  I  attempted  to  pass  my  hand  m  front  of  the  c^U,  even 
using  the  pressure  of  my  body  aga mst  my  to  ,  "  *  t  he 
hand  might  pass  onward  and  seize  the  nether  bmbs o 
Each  attempt  was  equally  abortive ;  there  w as  more over  a 
probability  of  seriously  injuring  the  viscus  by  sucn  rou  n 
manipulation.    The  forceps  could  not  be  emgoyed.^1-^ 

feet,  were  the  child  pushed  round,  or,  in  other  ftords,  were 
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vis  a  teryo  employed,  the  desired  result  would  ensue.  With 
this  object  the  ringers  were  placed  upon  the  shoulder  and  back 
of  the  child,  and  a  firm,  strong  and  steady  pressure  upward  and 
backward,  in  respect  to  the  mother,  was  continued  for  some 
time.  The  hand  was  then  released,  and  passed  as  before,  in 
front  of  the  child  ;  a  broad,  round,  flatfish  substance  was  lelt ; 
the  ringer  was  inserted  behind  it,  and  a  knee  slowly  and  gently 
brought  down.  The  subsequent  steps  of  the  delivery  need 
scarce  be  mentioned ;  not  a  single  bad  symptom  followed.  Ac- 
cording to  the  parturient's  expression,  '  It  was  the  very  best 
confinement  she  ever  had.'  " 

Tnis  obstetric  manipulation  bridges  over  a  formidable  diffi- 
culty— to  wit,  the  disembowelling  and  extraction,  piecemeal,  of 
the  t'cetus,  and  the  risk  of  serious  injury  to  the  mother,  with  its 
concurrent  mental  and  physical  distress.  Again,  this  modus 
operandi  obviates  the  groping  about  in  the  uterine  cavity  for 
the  child's  lower  extremities  and  possible  harm  to  the  viscus. 
It  may  be  contended  that  there  is  a  similarity  between  this  and 
the  proceeding  of  Dr.  Hicks  i?),  but  if  my  memory  serves  there 
may  be  a  likeness  but  no  relationship.  The  above  mode  of  ac- 
tion succeeded  so  admirably  in  my  hands  that  I  would  urge  its 
adoption  before  ulterior  measures  were  adopted  in  cases  of  a  like 
character. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Intestinal  Lesions  in  Enteric  Fever. 

Ls~  a  paper  read  before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of 
Edinburgn,  on  the  15th  of  March,  ultimo,  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Mac- 
lagan,  on  the  Nature  of  Intestinal  Lesions  tn  Enteric  Fever,  the 
writer  gives,  as  a  synopsis  of  his  views,  the  following: 

L  Tne  intestinal  lesfon  of  enteric  fever  is  specific  in  char- 
acter. 

2.  It  may  terminate  in  either  resolution  or  ulceration. 

3.  When  it  goes  on  to  ulceration  there  are  two  sets  of  lesions, 
primary  and  secondary. 

4.  The  lormer  are  an  essential  part  of  the  disease. 

fx  Tne  latter  are  accidental,  and  the  result  of  the  inocula- 
tion of  healthy  glands  by  the  discharges  coming  from  the  for- 
mer. 

b\  The  recognition  of  these  two  forms  of  lesion  is  necessary 
to  the  explanation  of  the  diverse  phenomena  of  the  disease. 

7.  Their  relative  treque ucy  varies  in  different  cases. 

8.  The  extent  of  the  primary  lesion  bears  a  direct  relation  to 
the  severity  of  the  attack. 
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Q  Tint  of  the  secondary  bears  no  such  relation,  they  being 
Jr-ebkelytc '  pUominJin  cases  in  which  the  general  symp- 

^^^Z^^ro^  directly  or  in- 
^CS^onot  necessarily  inocuiate  every  gland 
°T2  WiS\onTerPthey  remain  in  contact  with  a  gland  the  more 
^Tnthilhtup  in  the  intestine  the  primary  lesions  are 
situated,  the  more  numerous,  ceteris  parous,  wdl  be  the  secon 
Fatal  abdominal  symptoms  are  more  often  the  result  of 

^33S£ft%£Z&SZ  a  source  of  ultimate 

da?f6  No  one  suffering  from  enteric  fever  should  go  more  than 
two  days  without  a  stool.— Medial  Record. 

REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 
The  Progress  of  Medicine. 

Green,  Reader  &  Dyer. 

The  reception  of  the  first  votame  ^erfet 
general  and  cordial,  as  was  amply  del  ved.    W  e  o ose  t , 
?ions,  but  they  are  chiefly  to  be .regretted  ™^        le  »d 

of  the  work  is  so  broad  that  we  ^st£c^%^        if  the  principal 
-which  it  can  hardly  be.    Indeed  as  tta  ■ ed  ^  says  ^  P 
centres  of  civilization  are  represented  annual ^y^^f  P    ss  t0  re- 

^rS^^S^S^^^^^1^  wetland  Isles, 
Turkey  and  the  United  Kingdom. 
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The  papers  included  are  upon  a  great  variety  of  topics,  several  of 
which,  not  being  able  to  notice  in  this  brief  sketch  of  the  volume,  we 
propose  to  make  the  subjects  of  other  articles  at  a  subsequent  period. 
As  may  be  expected,  the  reports  from  French  and  German  authors  are 
most  intricate  and  valuable.  The  report  from  India  contains  valuable 
facts  in  relation  to  the  endemic  fevers  of  the  country,  and  of  the  great 
pestilence  which  originated  there.  Although  the  subject  appears  almost 
to  have  been  written  to  death,  there  is  still  so  much  to  be  learned,  and 
so  much  that  is  known  that  ought  to  be  more  generally  published,  that 
we  note  C.  Macnamara's  observations  on  cholera.  Mr.  Macnamara 
considers  cholera  to  be  generated  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  among 
those  inhabiting  India,  and  capable  of  dissemination  over  the  world  by 
the  persons  suffering  from  it.  It  has  a  predilection  for  constitutions 
impaired  by  defective  hygienic  arrangements,  preexisting  disease,  or 
any  cause  of  depressed  nervous  force.  If  left  to  nature  about  one  half 
of  those  attacked  with  cholera  recover  of  themselves — reaction  super- 
vening. It  was  nothing  new  for  the  disease  to  spread  over  India  at 
earlier  times,  but  in  1817  and  1819  its  nature  was,  lor  the  first  time, 
fully  recognized — a  fact  due  to  the  British  rule,  now  abolished. 

The  characteristic  features  are  the  following  : 

1.  Unequal  distribution;  the  localized  outbursts  point  to  a  cause 
more  definite  than  mere  atmospheric  ;'  influences." 

2.  Preference  for  certain  localities.  With  the  exception  of  seaports 
its  greatest  virulence  is  in  low  levels. 

3.  It  by  no  means,  even  in  the  majority  of  instances,  attacks  inhabi- 
tants of  the  most  insalubrious  localities  of  towns. 

4.  It  is  never  generated  afresh  out  of  its  endemic  area.  The  more 
searching  the  inquiry  into  the  history  of  first  cases  of  cholera  occurring 
in  countries  previously  exempt  the  more  certain  has  been  the  proof  of 
contagion  from  preexisting  cases. 

5.  Its  outbreaks  have  well-marked  periods  of  increase,  culmination 
and  decline. 

6.  After  subsidence  it  disappears  altogether,  except  in  its  endemic 
area. 

7.  Its  propagation  is  exclusively  from  Hindostan,  through  a  continu- 
ous chain  of  human  beings  affected  with  it,  or  through  articles  stained 
with  their  dejecta. 

8.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  medium  of  its  diffusion  is  drinking 
water. 

The  author  says,  "  So  surely  as  water  contaminated  with  cholera 
dejecta  is  capable  of  reproducing  the  disease,  when  consumed  during 
the  vibrios-sic  stage  of  decomposition,  so  certainly  it  may  be  drank 
with  impunity  after  this  stage  is  over,  and  when  ciliated  infusoria  have 
replaced  the  vibrios.  The  vibrios  are  not  the  efficient  agents,  but  only 
indications  of  a  certain  stage  of  decomposition  at  which  the  organic 
matter  is  poisonous,  or  capable  of  transmitting  its  action  to  the  epithe- 
lium of  the  intestinal  canal."  He  has  never  succeeded  in  finding  any 
fungus  peculiar  to  cholera,  and,  therefore,  abandoned  his  faith  in  the 
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existence  of  any  such  growth.  He  concludes  that  cholera  is  essentially 
faest ructL  i  intestinal  epithelium,  due  to  the  inn uence  o f  a  sp ec  fio 
organic  matter.  This  specific  fames  is  invariably  a  portion of "tto 
femes  of  a  person  suffering  from  the  disease,  and  must,  to  produce  its 
effects  be  in  the  vibriossic  stage  of  decomposition. 

Quarantine  is  the  obvious  mode  of  arresting  its  progress,  except  in 


Th  Reports  from  Iceland  contain  important  f <~XnfX 
to  the  echinococeus  disease  peculiar  to  that  country  a  pwmmen  ,  char 
acteristic  of  which  is  the  presence  of  hydatid  tumors.    But  the  natme 
of  the  complaint  is,  to  a  great  extent,  undetermined. 

In  the  reports  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  many  i^rned  theories 
which  impel  one  to  recal  the  axioms  of  Celsas :  ' 
quid  morU  tint,  sed  quo  mode  leventur."    It  is  not  .mporUnt  to  taow 
that  the  diseases  are,  but  in  what  way  they  can  be  y*™**™!^ 
Aeless,  many  cases  in  practice  and  novel  methods  of  successful  treat 

"XTamesfutscll  having  a  case  of  cholera-a  pregnant  young  wo- 
man-at  the  Birmingham  hospital,  failing  with  bromide  of  po tass.um 
gave  seven  doses  of  hydrate  of  chloral  in  twenty-four  hour  ;  the  firs 
?wo  doses  of  10  grains  and  the  succeeding  ones  of  lo  grams,  lhe .  nrst 
wo  ooses  gave  lome  sleep;  after  the  third  the  sleep  became  more 
coirtinuous,  lasting  successively  for  three  hours,  five  hoar. 
hours  and  a  half.    The  symptoms  improved  meanwh. to     The  chiora 
in  larger  but  less  frequent  doses  was  continued  for  six  weeks,  W Ben 
she  lei  the  hospital  presenting  only  the  symptoms  of  a  mild  attack  of 

"  Ws  Y.  Simpson  and  Dr.  Taylor  administered  ^L8^ 
of  chloral  to  a  young  lady  suffering  under  congestive  bronchms ,  wnh 
some  hemoptysis  and  orthopneea.  Tranquil  sleep  fol lowed  ^ 
lief  to  the  distressed  breathing,  showing  that  chloral  has  a  directly 
spHitive  effect  on  the  whole  respiratory  surfaces. 
SeDr  J  Frederick  Plomley  found  it  to  avert  the  threatened  paroxy  sms 
of  as  hn  a  when  given  in  halfdrachm  doses  a  short  time  beforehand 
affo  tr  Maxwell  Adens  administered  30  grains  to  a  gentleman  m  an 
unusually  severe  attack,  producing  marked  relief. 

The  nitrate  of  amyl  as  a  remedy  for  angina  pectoris,  tetanus  ana 

kindred  affections,  is  amply  shown.   , 

In  regard  to  mercury,  podophvllum  and  taraxacum,  we  are  assured 
that  '<  eW  me  ts  made  with ahese  drugs  on  dogs  by  the  Edinburgh 
CoL— 'of  the  British  Medical  Associations  show  ne=  re 
suits  as  to  their  supposed  cholagogue  action— they  do  not  release  ti  e 
Miarv  seci-etfon  a Z  in  doses  producing  purgation  the  solid  and  fluid 
Su"  the  bile  become'diminished.  But  doorrhc^ fro* j-Jg 
other  causes  besides  aperients,  is  always  accompanied  by  a  A munot  on 
of  the  biliary  secretion-hence,  the  action  of  the  abow  dings  on  the 

biThtTeporrfron.  Turkey  chronicles  observations  of  the  plague  which 
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broke  out  at  Benghazi,  ,„  Tripoli,  in  July,  1858.  Dr.  Bironi  was  on 
the  ground.  He  declares  it  to  have  originated  spontaneously,  as  the 
•Ret  ol  a  genera  famine,  and  to  have  been  propagate,  like  epidemto 
d  so  st...  by  the  Ie  actl0  f  its  epidemici  and  quite  imnTlll,,,t  v 
of  the  agency  ot  contaet.  It  was  the  Eastern  plague,  engendered  bv 
extreme  misery  and  terrible  famine,  etc  °  7 


Dress  and  Care  of  the  Feet  j  showing  their  natural  perfect  shape 
and  construction;  their  present  deformed  condition;  and  how  flat 
feet,  distorted  toes  and  other  defects  are  to  be  prevented  or  cor- 
rected ;  with  directions  for  dressing  them  elegantly  yet  comforta- 
bly  and  hints  from  various  matters  relating  to  the  general  subject 
with  illustrations.  New  York  :  Samuel  R.  Wells,  Publisher,  38o' 
Broadway.  1871. 

dre?s  ^d&T  °t  M  su^esti?ns  of  scie»ee  and  common  sense  to 
I  t  K  16  *  D°W'  toftun«te1/  for  the  interest  of  the  hu- 

and  e^sibl'e  M»r,ng  q,l"te  T*™*'  ^  book  betbre  us  is  •  ^mely 
and  sensible  little  work,  and  one,  we  think,  calculated  to  do  much 

good.    Nothing  relating  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  man  1  as 

been  so  systematically  neglected  as  the  dress  and  eare  of  the  fee, 

Fash.on  is  at  best  a  cruel  tyrant,  and  in  nothing  has  she  been  so  at 

sure L  oapneous  and  cruel  as  in  her  decrees  as  to  the  style  and  form  of 

clothing  for  this  important  member.    Why  men  yield  such  imp"  d 

obed.ei.ee  to  her  behests  in  the  adoption  of  customs  which  are  in 

gross  violation  of  natural  law,  and  an  outrage  upon  grace,  comfort  and 

anatomy,  will  always  remain  a  puzzle  to  those  so  S.  as  to  stu  v 

bun    i,  n  f  PeCuhantles  of'hc  sPe^s.    The  explanation  may  be 
toun  1  m  part,  we  suppose,  m  the  imitative  nature  of  the  great  bulk  of ' 
mankind,  as  most  men  rule  the  supply  of  their  wants  by  no  thought  Tl 

heir  own.  but  by  what  they  see  around  them.    The;'  observers 

"oThe'lnt  *  With°Ut  l°  the  of  ^ 

tin^het-fTatrn-iCal  construetiou  of  the  foot,  and  the  beautiful  adapta- 
tion ot  the  different  parts  for  the  purposes  of  support  and  looonS 
have  been  entirely  ,g„ored  in  the  making  of  the  foot  geargeue ndy 
«orn.    Detornmy  o,  a  member  which  Nature  has  made  a  mod  J of 
mechanics  skill  and  the  consequent  inconvenience  and  lack  of  freedom 
and  grace  in  walking,  follow  as  an  inevitable  result.    Leaving  out  of 
consmeratiei,  the  crippled  movements,  and  the  mischief  don-!  2  the 
spme  and  the  contents  of  the  pelvis  and  chest  by  the  constrained I  and 
unnatural  attitude  which  an  improperly  made  shoe  must  of  Zesslt 
ii  duce,  we  think  that  the  pain  and  torture  occasioned  by  tight  or  i- 
fitting  shoes  has  never  been  duly  estimated.    It  would  no^be  much 
out  ot  the  way  to  say  that  more  pain  and  suffering  has  resulted  to  the 
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human  family  from  this  cause  than  from  all  the  wars,  famines  and  pesti- 
lences they  have  been  afflicted  with.  The  latter  are  occasional,  and 
affect  only  a  limited  number  of  people,  while  most  every  civilized 
human  being  has  suffered  more  or  less  from  the  former. 

The  title  given  above  is  sufficiently  full  and  comprehensive  to  give 
our  readers  a  good  idea  of  the  character  and  contents  of  the  work.  It 
is  written  in  a  plain,  practical  manner,  with  physiological  and  mechani- 
cal illustrations,  and  is  at  once  scientific,  philosopicai  and  instructive. 


Paralysis  and  other  Affections  of  the  Nerves  ;  their  Cure 
by  Vibratory  and  Special  Movements.  By  George  H.  Tay- 
lor, M.  D.,  author  of  "  Diseases  of  Women,"  "  Exposition  of  the 
Swedish  Movement  Cure,"  etc.  New  York :  Samuel  R.  Wells, 
Publisher,  No.  389  Broadway.  1871. 

Dr.  Taylor  has  been  favorabl}-  known  to  the  profession  and  the  pub- 
lic by  his  "  Exposition  of  the  Swedish  Movement  Cure,"  and  by  his 
having  demonstrated  the  fact  that  many  diseases,  which,  in  the  present 
state  of  therapeutical  science,  are  confessedly  beyond  the  reach  of 
drugs,  may  be  completely  and  permanently  cured  through  the  agency 
of  mechanical,  vibratory  movements.  The  object  of  this  treatise  is 
"  To  show  the  use  and  importance  of  motion  in  the  living  body,  as  con- 
tributing to  its  evolution  of  power.  To  explain  the  methods  and  ra- 
tionale of  the  direct  application  of  force,  as  in  the  form  of  vibratory 
motion  for  curative  purposes.  To  point  out  the  uses  and  limitations 
of  other  exercises  in  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  To  represent  the 
success  of  the  remedial  method  based  on  the  direct  use  of  force,  in 
cases  of  paralysis  and  other  forms  of  disease  of  the  nerves  that  have 
been  prolonged  and  proved  intractable  to  other  means." 

The  methods  of  cure  as  represented  in  this  work  impress  us  as  be- 
ing practical  and  philosophical,  and  we  commend  it  to  the  favorable 
attention  of  the  readers  of  The  Review. 


EDITORIAL. 

TO  OUK  SUBSCRIBERS. 

With  this  number  we  enclose  notices  of  subscriptions  due.  We 
hope  that  our  patrons  will  give  them  prompt  attention,  and 
not  only  forward  their  own  dues  but  send  us  names  of  new  sub- 
scribers. The  Review,  since  its  first  establishment,  has  labored 
zealously  to  uphold  the  dignity  and  advance  the  cause  of  Eclectic 
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medicine.  We  have  bestowed  upon  it  much  care,  in  order  to  adapt  it 
to  the  wants  of  the  busy  practitioner,  and  make  it  worthy  the  confi- 
dence and  support  of  the  Eclectic  medical  profession.  In  this,  we  think, 
we  have  succeeded.  At  least  we  are  daily  receiving  the  most  flat- 
tering assurances  to  that  effect  from  men  whose  opinion  is  entitled  to 
respect,  and  whose  commendation  we  highly  prize.  We  do  not  hope 
to  receive  a  remuneration  at  all  commensurate  with  the  time  and  la- 
bor bestowed,  but  we  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  ask  our  subscribers 
to  use  their  influence  and  efforts  to  assist  in  extending  the  circulation 
bf  Tab  Review.  We  have  made  arrangements  by  which  the  new  vol- 
ume will  receive  contributions  from  writers  of  fine  ability,  and  we 
intend  that  it  shall  be  superior  to  its  predecessors  in  practical  value. 

Send  in  your  subscriptions  promptly.  A  receipt  will  be  enclosed 
in  the  following  number.  As  far  as  practicable,  send  a  postal  money 
order,  or  send  in  registered  letters.  This  will  prevent  losses  through 
the  mail. 


THE  "  OUTLOOK." 

In  all  enterprises  affecting  the  interests  of  a  large  number  of  people, 
as  well  as  in  those  of  an  individual  nature,  it  is  sometimes  profitable 
to  review  the  steps  that  have  been  taken,  to  compare  past  beginnings 
with  present  results  and  note  the  indicia  for  the  future.  When  we 
observe  flattering  indications  of  progress — when  we  perceive  that  a 
vast  vantage  ground  has  been  gained,  and  the  future  looks  bright  and 
promising — such  retrospects  are  not  only  pleasurable,  but  they  stimu- 
late and  strengthen  us  for  renewed  exertions.  This  is  peculiarly  the 
case  in  a  review  of  the  history  of  Eclectic  medicine.  We  find  cause 
for  hearty  gratulations  in  the  noble  and  worthy  achievements  with 
which  its  progress  has  been  marked  within  the  past  few  years. 

Our  numbers  have  been  largely  increased,  not  only  by  an  annual 
outpouring  of  thoroughly  educated  physicians  from  our  colleges,  but 
our  ranks  have  been  strengthened  by  numerous  accessions  of  the  more 
independent  and  mentally  unfettered  practitioners  of  other  schools, 
who  have  joined  hands  with  us,  because  of  the  more  liberal  principles 
of  Eclecticism,  and  an  intelligent  conviction  of  its  superiority  in 
practice. 

A  new  interest  has  been  excited,  and  a  better  feeling  and  spirit  pre- 
vails among  our  practitioners.  Since  Eclecticism  has  come  to  be  a  sys- 
tem of  practice  almost  universally  respected  for  its  success  and 
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high  character,  and  has  taken  such  an  exalted  place  in  public  apprecia- 
tion and  regard,  its  practitioners  have  become  more  earnest,  energetic 
and  hopeful,  and  united  in  closer  bonds  of  fellowship. 

Evidences  of  progress  and  growth  will  also  be  found  in  the  greater 
number  and  more  efficient  organization  of  our  State  medical  societies. 
Eight  years  ago  there  was  scarcely  a  respectable  State  Eclectic  medical 
society  in  existence  ;  to-day  there  are  about  twenty  such  associations  in 
prosperous  working  condition  :  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Illinois,  Indi- 
ana, Iowa,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska  and 
West  Virginia  have  all  flourishing  State  Eclectic  medical  societies. 
Active  measures  are  now  in  progress  which  will  result  in  the  early 
formation  of  similar  associations  in  Rhode  Island,  Tennessee,  Georgia, 
North  Carolina  and  other  States.  And,  as  a  crowning  result,  we  have 
a  National  Association,  which  will  unite  in  one  large,  central  organiza- 
tion the  entire  Eclectic  medical  element  on  this  continent. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  most  triumphant  evidences  of  the  advance- 
ment and  extension  of  our  cause.  The  secret  of  this  rapid  develop- 
ment may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  we  have  begun  to  appreciate  the 
value  of  association  and  combination.  The  advantages  which  would 
result  from  a  unity  of  strength  have  been  too  much  overlooked.  This, 
no  doubt,  has  been  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  success  of  Eclecticism 
as  a  system  of  practice.  Societies  embody  every  element  of  improve- 
ment, strength  and  success.  History  proves  the  value  of  combinations 
in  politics,  science  and  religion;  and,  in  fact,  every  human  interest  and 
endeavor  is  promoted  just  as  there  is  association,  unity  and  harmony. 

As  long  as  we  maintain  ourselves  as  a  distinctive  school  of  medicine, 
it  is  necessary  to  our  respectability  and  influence  that  we  present  a 
united  front.  It  is  an  essential  step  towards  securing  professional  rank 
and  position-in  the  scientific  world,  and  the  official  aid  and  protection 
to  which  we  are  justly  entitled.  Eclectic  physicians  have  now  begun 
to  realize  this  fact,  and  are  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of  concerted 
action. 

Within  a  few  weeks  past  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  visiting 
many  of  the  State  Societies,  both  in  the  East  and  West,  on  the  occa- 
sion of  their  annual  meetings.  We  found  them  generally  well  attend, 
ed  and  composed  of  good  material — men  of  intelligence,  earnestness 
and  purpose,  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  the  advancement  of  the  cause 
of  liberal  medicine.  In  regard  to  the  approaching  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Eclectic  Medical  Association,  which  takes  place  in  New  York 
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in  October  next,  there  was  much  enthusiasm  manifested.    Full  dele, 
gations  were  appointed,  and  the  general  expressions  were  that  each 
society  should  be  largely  and  creditably  represented.    In  Ohio,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  of  one  or  two  self-concentred  parties,  the 
full  quotum  of  delegates  was  appointed.    The  few  Eastern  Socie- 
ties which,  from  certain  misapprehensions  as  to  the  objects  and  aims 
of  the  Association,  were  not  represented  in  the  Convention  at  Chicago, 
seem  determined  to  retrieve  their  reputation  by  sending  a  large  dele- 
gation to  New  York.    Every  State  and  District  Society  in  the  coun- 
try, from  which  we  have  heard,  will  be  represented,  and  the  indica- 
tions are  that  we  will  have  a  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting.    This  is 
as  it  should  be.    The  Association  is  organized  upon  a  basis  which  will 
secure  the  largest  freedom  of  thought  and  action  to  every  individual. 
It  is  not  instituted  for  selfish  purposes  or  individual  preferment ;  it  is 
not  gotten  up  in  the  interest  of  any  section,  school  or  clique  ;  it  came 
into  existence  as  the  result  of  the  progressive  energies  of  a  school  of 
medicine  alive  to  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  the  age.    Its  platform 
and  declaration  of  principles  are  such  as  commend  it  at  once  to  the 
favor  and  support  of  every  true,  genuine  Eclectic  in  the  country. 
From  one  quarter  only  has  there  been  any  opposition.    The  causes  of 
this  disaffection  are  too  apparent  to  need  mention.    There  could  be  no 
opposition  to  it  on  the  grounds  of  its  questionable  utility  or  expedi- 
ency ;  it  could  only  proceed  from  the  most  narrow,  selfish  and,  at  the 
same  time,  deceptive  ideas  as  to  the  influence  of  such  an  association 
upon  one  particular  institution.    If  the  opposition  had  manifested  itself 
in  an  open,  manly  way  it  would  have  been  entitled  to  respect ;  but  it 
sought,  by  misrepresentations,  covert  insinuations  and  forged  commu- 
nications to  undermine  the  influence  of  an  organization  which  it  dare 
not  openly  oppose.    But  intense  selfishness,  like  vaulting  ambition, 
often  overleaps  itself,  and  its  author  has  now  the  cunning  to  perceive 
that  a  man  who  derives  his  patronage  and  support  from  the  Eclectic 
Medical  profession  cannot  afford  to  array  himself  in  opposition  to  a 
movement  which  represents  the  entire  Eclectic  Medical  element  in  the 
couutry. 

In  other  directions  we  have  gratifying  evidences  of  advancement. 
Six  years  ago  there  was  but  one  medical  college  and  journal  worthy 
the  distinction  of  being  denominated  Eclectic;  to-day  we  have  three 
well  conducted  medical  journals  and  three  institutions  of  medical  in- 
struction. There  is  ample  room  for  more ;  we  should  be  glad  to  see 
an  Eclectic  Medical  College  in  St.  Louis  and  one  or  more  in  the  South 
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established  on  a  permanent  and  successful  basis.  We  would  extend 
to  them  the  right  hand  of  welcome,  and  bid  them  God-speed.  We  do 
not  sympathize  in  the  narrow,  contracted  ideas  advanced  by  one  of  our 
cotemporaries,  "  that  there  should  be  but  one  Eclectic  Medical  College 
— that  the  Eclectic  Medical  profession  will  not  support  more."  Thank 
Heaven,  we  have  a  larger  faith  in  the  intelligence  and  progressive  spirit 
of  Eclectic  physicians.  We  believe  that  they  can  furnish  students  to 
support  half  a  dozen  colleges ;  and  we  are  glad  to  chronicle  the  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  the  predictions  of  failure,  and  the  secret,  scarcely 
concealed  hostility  from  a  certain  quarter,  the  two  colleges  recently 
established  not  only  maintain  their  existence  but  are  rapidly  gaining 
the  confidence  of  the  profession  and  receiving  a  liberal  support. 

We  have  faith  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  principles  of  Eclectic 
practice.  As  a  foundation  of  that  faith,  we  believe  that  Eclectic  phy- 
sicians are  beginning  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  educating  students, 
and  giving  a  more  generous  aid  and  support  to  our  institutions  of  medi- 
cal instruction.  They  begin  to  recognize  the  fact  that  their  prosperity 
and  success  are  essential  to  the  future  well-being  of  Eclectic  medicine 
— that  the  fate  of  one  is  the  destiny  of  both ;  and  we  believe  that  they 
will,  both  in  their  individual  and  associational  capacity,  take  active 
measures  for  their  maintenance  and  upbuilding. 

Such,  then,  briefly,  are  some  of  the  results  already  accomplished, 
from  which  we  can  judge  of  the  indications  of  the  future. 

Eclecticism  should  be  the  popular  and  prevailing  system  of  practice. 
It  has  within  itself  the  elements  of  vitality  and  success;  the  conditions 
essential  to  a  vigorous  and  healthy  growth  are  not  wanting.  It  com- 
mends itself  to  popular  favor  by  its  more  enlightened  principles  and 
safer  means  of  medication;  by  its  liberal  views  and  beautiful  theory, 
to  "  prove  all  things,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  is  good."  This  re- 
commendation is  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  its  superior  results  in 
practice.  The  only  requisites  for  its  complete  triumph  are  a  high 
order  of  professional  attainment  on  the  part  of  its  practitioners,  and 
a  thorough  organization.  With  these  essential  conditions  the  Eclectic 
system  of  practice  is  destined  to  achieve  a  glorious  career  of  useful- 
ness and  success. 


A  WISE  CHANGE. 

The  new  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  General  Baker,  has  promptly 
reversed  the  action  of  his  predecessor,  who  removed  Dr.  Spooner,  an 
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examining  surgeon,  because,  being  ■  homceopathist,  he  did  not  belong 
to  a  school  of  medicine  recognized  by  the  Bureau.  This  "wise  "an- 
nouncement  of  policy  was  received  by  the  press  and  many  of  the  public 
with  "  contumeliousness,"  and  a  change  in  opinion  and  practice  was 
demanded.  It  has  already  come,  and  the  new  Commissioner  proposes 
to  set  up  no  absurd  tests,  to  be  governed  by  considerations  of  fitness 
alone,  and  to  know  high  or  low  "dilutions"  in  pharmacy  no  more  than 
he  would  in  theology, 


THE  LUNACY  COMMISSION  BILL. 

The  Legislature  at  Albany  passed,  at  the  end  of  the  late  session,  a 
bill  to  protect  people  from  the  infamous  practices  of  unscrupulous 
doctors,  private  lunatic  asylums  and  cruel  relatives,  in  shutting  up  their 
victims  on  pretences  of  lunacy.  The  law  was  to  make  it  compulsory 
that  all  persons  charged  with  being  of  unsound  mind  should  be  ex- 
amined by  a  commission  of  three  capable  physicians,  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  of  the  city,  before  they  could  be  incarcerated  either  in  a  private 
or  public  asylum.  Heavy  penalties  were  to  be  imposed  for  the  vio- 
lation or  evasion  of  this  law.  It  is  known  that  persons  not  of  unsound 
mind  are  shut  up  in  private  asylums,  and  sometimes  in  public  ones, 
by  revengeful  or  designing  relatives,  often  to  get  at  property,  through 
the  connivance  of  ignorant  or  corrupt  doctors.  Some  such  cases  have 
obtained  public  notoriety  through  the  Courts  and  in  other  ways ;  but 
there  are.  no  doubt,  many  others  that  are  never  brought  to  light. 
What  can  be  more  horrible?  The  act  referred  to  was  intended,  as  we 
said,  to  prevent  such  outrages.  We  have  heard  nothing  of  this  excel- 
lent act  since  it  passed  the  Legislature.  What  has  become  of  it  ? 
Has  the  Governor  pocketed  it?  We  hope  not,  for  the  cost  of  such  a 
commission  would  be  a  trifle  compared  with  the  value  of  it  to  the 
public.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  bills  passed  by  our  Legis- 
lators, and  one  that  will  do  much  good  if  its  provisions  are  faith- 
fully carried  out. 


STILL  IN  THE  WRONG. 

Our  Legislature  is  dead  set  against  homoeopathy.  Recently  there 
was  sent  to  it  a  petition,  praying  earnestly,  yet  respectfully,  for  a  do- 
nation of  *3. 000  to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  in  this  city.    Upon  the 
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receipt  of  this  address  there  was  much  debate.  This  ended  by  a  de- 
cisive vote  not  to  give  the  money.  Therefore,  in  the  judgment  of  our 
legislators,  if  a  man  is  physicked  he  shall  be  physicked  allopathically 
or  not  at  all.— Medical  Independent  (Philadelphia,  Pa.) 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  certainly  has  not  taken  a  proper 
view  of  this  matter  ;  neither  is  this  action  in  accordance  with  its  liberal 
usage.  The  time  has  passed  when  any  one  school  of  medicine  should 
ask  and  obtain  any  special  or  exclusive  favors.  There  is  no  more 
reason  for  withholding  an  appropriation  from  a  homoeopathic  than  an 
allopathic  hospital.  Men  and  women  will  no  more  be  confined  to  one 
system  of  medicine  than  to  one  church.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time 
when  the  Legislature  of  this  State  will  do  away  with  these  absurd  and 
unjust  discriminations. 


PATENT  MEDICINES  AND  LATIN  PRESCRIPTIONS. 

We  see  that  the  Medical  Gazette  is  publishing  chemical  analyses  of 
of  popular  "patent"  medicines,  showing  "how  harmless  they  really 
are."  Some  of  them  are  so— some  of  them  are  not.  How  about 
medicines  containing  calomel,  opium,  arsenic,  strychnine,  belladonna, 
lead,  and  the  like  %  The  truth  is  that  the  patient  who,  by  the  aid  of 
the  'apothecary,  doctors  himself  never  knows  what  he  is  taking.  It 
maybe  inert,  and  it  may  (as  John  Randolph  said  of  opium)  "blow  him 
up  »  To  be  sure,  one  knows  no  more  when  a  "  regular"  doctor  gives 
him  a  Latin  prescription  ;  but  then  the  dc  or  is,  it  may  be  presumed, 
master  of  his  business,  and,  at  any  rate,  t>e  keeper  of  his  own  reputa- 
tion. But  very  often  the  patent  pill  man  has  neither  knowledge  nor 
honesty;  and  there  is  a  temptation  to  make  his  remedies  strong  and 
staggering.  People  soon  get  tired  of  colored  water  and  gamboge  pills 
and  sugar  powders.— New  York  Tribune. 

The  patent  medicine  manufacturer  is,  no  doubt,  more  willing  to  pub- 
lish  on  the  label  of  each  bottle  the  name  and  equivalents  of  the  agents 
in  the  compound  than  the  allopathic  physicians  to  make  known  the 
contents  of  each  bottle  or  package  of  pills  or  powders. 

We  think  favorably  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  which  will  compel  this 
to  be  done  both  by  the  manufacturer  and  the  druggist  who  compound 
the  prescriptions  of  physicians.  If  this  were  done,  the  allopathic  phy- 
sicians would  have  to  change  their  leading  articles  or  they  would  soon 
loose  their  business. 


187L] 


X?ws  and  Miscellany. 


41 


QUACK  DOCTOES  AND  BOGUS  DIPLOMAS. 

The  quack  diploma  shop  of  this  city,  alias  Eclectic  Medical  GnMege 
of  Pennsylvania,  alias  American  University  of  Philadelphia,  alias  Eclec- 
tic University,  alias  xAmerican  Cancer  Hospital,  with  one  Downs  and 
Buchanan  as  physicians-in-chief,  etc.,  etc.,  has  been  brought  to  a  sud- 
den termination  by  a  movement  of  the  Legislature  to  rescind  the  act 
to  incorporate  the  Eclectic  College,  which  gave  them  the  power  to  con- 
fer the  Eclectic  degree,  and  make  it  a  penal  offence  for  them  to  pursue 
their  practice  of  fraud  in  the  bogus  diploma  business.  Every  friend  of 
humanity,  an  1  especially  every  physician  who  has  the  least  regard  for 
his  profession,  should  spare  no  pains  to  expose  all  the  impostors  ^ho 
hold  these  bogus  certificates,  as  it  is  well  known  that  they  have  ped- 
dled them  out  to  every  one  whom  they  could  induce  to  pay  from  five 
dollars  upward,  without  regard  to  their  business,  occupation,  or  charac- 
ter. For  the  extent  of  these  frauds  and  counterfeiting  diploma  business, 
see  Forney's  Press. 

We  clip  the  above  item  from  the  Phila.  Independent  that  our  read- 
ers may  fully  comprehend  the  injury  which  has  been  inflicted  upon  the 
medical  profession,  as  well  as  the  outrageous  imposition  upon  the  pub- 
lic, by  the  set  of  men  who  have  been  engaged  in  this  unprofessional 
business.  Many  of  the  young  men  of  the  country  have  been  deceived 
by  these  pretenders,  and  are  now  occupying  a  questionable  position  in 
the  profession,  as  well  as  in  the  community  in  which  they  are  practi- 
cing. The  holder  of  an  illegal  diploma,  if  he  knows  it  to  be  such,  and 
continues  to  use  it,  deriving  from  it  the  same  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  as  are  conferred  by  a  legitimate  diploma,  is  no  better 
than  those  who  issue  the  counterfeit. 

NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Iowa  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society. 

First  Day — Morning  Session. 

The  fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Iowa  State  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation convened  in  Ottumwa.  May  31,  1871.  and  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President,  J.  R.  Duncan,  M.  D.,  of  Knoxville,  and  opened  by 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Brig^s.  Dr.  MeKilveen,  of  Chariton,  was 
appointed  Secretary  'pro  tern.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read.    Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Censors  eight  physi- 
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cians  were  examined  by  the  board,  passed  upon  and. e "  '°  "iem, 
bership.  Dr.  Molesworth  introduced  to  the  Assoc.ation  Dr  W.  M. 
Gates,  Secretary  of  the  Missouri  State  Association,  and  Dr.  D.  vv . 
Avery,  Treasurer  of  the  same. 

On  motion,  adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

First  Day — Afternoon  Session. 
The  Association  convened  at  the  hour  appointed,  President  Duncan 

"  "sors  reported  favorably  upon  the  application  of  ^  following 
gentlemen  for  membership,  all  of  whom  were  elected  :  D.s.  John 
Wonsetter,  Bankin  Smith,  J.  W.  Davis,  J.  P.  Smith  and  G.  F. 

BThctpresident  then  delivered  his  annual  address  H™^*' 
interesting  production,  and  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention. 

Up"n  I'tion  of  Dr  Molesworth  the  thanks  of  the  Assoc.at^ir were 
tendered  to  Dr.  Duncan  for  his  address,  and  a  copy  of  he  same  re 
quested  for  publication  in  the  city  papers,  and  each  of  the  Jiclectic 

"  Dr  "RiTerts  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  me- 
m0r7aliz t :  Legislature  of  Iowa  concerning  the  Medica  Department 
of  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City.  Motion  prevailed,  and  Drs. 
Roberts,  Sherwood  andVonsctter  were  appointed  such ,  commi ttee^ 

The  President  Dr  J.  R.  Duncan,  reported  a  Constitution  ana  Dy 
Lais  S  ^reteed  for  examination  to  a  committee  consisting  of 
Drl  McKUveen,  Howell  and  Smith,  with  a  request  that  they  report  to 
the  Association  on  Thursday  morning  *^fflppr«  for  the  en- 

The  Association  then  proceeded  to  the  election  ol  officeis  foi  the  en 
suing  year,  with  the  following  result : 

President— J.  R  Duncan,  M.  D. 

Vice-President.— Watson  Roberts,  M.  D. 

Recording  Secretary  .—J .  A.  McKilveen,  M.  D. 

Trpa<turer — A.  M.  Overman,  M.  D. 

BoaJofCensors.-k.  C.  Sherwood,  M.D. ;  Jas.  A.Adams,  M.  D., 

"i^  MmorrowMD]uncan  and  Molesworth  were,  on  motion,  invited  to 
deliver  public  addresses  in  this  hall  in  the  evening. 

The ^Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  (Thursday)  at  8 

0,CThCck'mAeering  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M,  was  addressed  by ^  Albert  Mor- 
row  M  D.  of  New  York  City,  and  W.  Molesworth,  M.  D,  of  Des 

Moines.  Second  Day— Morning  Session. 

June  1st.,  1871,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  Association  convened  pursuant 
to  adjournment,  the  President,  Dr.  Duncan,  .  the  chair 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  prayer  by  Rev.  E.  L. 
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City,  and  W.  M.  Gates,  of  Mo.,  were  elected  honorary  members  of 
the  Association. 

The  Board  of  Censors  reported  favorably  upon  the  application  for 
membership  of  Dr.  Shelton,  of  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  who,  upon  ballot, 
was  elected. 

Dr.  Wonsetter  presented  an  interesting  case  of  hydrocele  for  ex- 
amination. 

The  diagnosis  treatment  of  the  case  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Shelton, 
ITowell.  Fesler  and  others. 

The  President  made  the  following  appointments  of  standing  com- 
mittees for  the  ensuing  year  : 

Essayists. — Drs.  Shelton,  Shoemaker,  Sherwood,  Wonsetter  and 
Reynolds. 

On  Publication. — Drs.  Molesworth,  MeKilveen  and  Shoemaker. 

On  Finance. — Drs.  Howell,  Wiley  and  Smith. 

Dr.  Adams  presented  an  interesting  case  of  prolapsus  recti.  The 
ca^e  was  examined  and  discussed  at  some  length  by  Drs.  Shelton, 
Molesworth  and  others. 

Dr.  Reynolds  reported  a  very  interesting  case  of  introversion  of  the 
uterus. 

Dr.  Sherwood  reported  a  very  rare  case  occurring  in  his  practice. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Molesworth,  the  Association  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  delegates  to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  to 
be  held  in  New  York,  in  October,  1871. 

Dr.  P.  A.  Morrow,  of  New  York,  was  invited  by  the  Chair  to  ad- 
dress the  Society  upon  this  subject. 

Dr.  Morrow  responded  in  a  very  pertinent  and  eloquent  address, 
setting  forth  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  Association,  and  the  necessity 
of  sending  a  full  delegation  from  every  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
in  the  country.  He  thought  that  the  advantages  resulting  from  an 
organized  and  united  effort  on  the  part  of  our  practitioners  had  been 
overlooked — that  a  national  organization  was  necessary  to  our  respect- 
ability, influence  as  a  school  of  medicine,  and  an  essential  step  towards 
securing  the  official  aid  and  protection  to  which  we  are  justly  entitled. 

He  also  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  claims  of  our  institutions  of 
medical  instruction  to  the  support  of  the  profession,  and  urged  upon 
the  Society  the  importance  of  sustaining  them  liberally.  He  also  re- 
ferred to  Eclectic  medical  journals,  and  urged  that  they  were  entitled 
to  and  should  receive  a  most  generous  support.  He  thought  that,  with 
the  essential  conditions  of  a  high  order  of  scientific  attainment  and  a 
thorough  organization,  the  Eclectic  School  had  before  it  a  glorious 
career  of  usefulness  and  success. 

The  following  delegates  were  then  elected  to  represent  this  Society 
at  the  meeting  of  the  National  Association  :  Drs.  J.  R.  Duncan,  Knox- 
ville,  Iowa;  W.  Molesworth,  Des  Moines;  A.  C.Sherwood,  Marshall- 
town  ;  E.  J.  Shelton,  Bloomfield  ;  F.  B.  Fesler,  Ottumwa  ;   Won- 
setter, Melrose ;  O.  H.  P.  Shoemaker,  ;  J.  P.  Smith,  Moulton  ; 

  Adams,  Eddyville ;    Reynolds,  Iconium  ;  J.  H.  Wiley, 
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Ottumwa  ;  A.  M.  Overman,  Des  Moines ;  W.  Roberts,  Mt.  Pleasant ; 

C.  E.  Witham,  Wilton  ;  J.  F.  Richardson,  Hayesville ;    Reece, 

Palmyra  ;  A.  Roberts,  Panora  ;   Wilsey,  Strawberry  Point ;  J. 

Thompson,  Lettsville  ;  J.  Gadd,  Rising  Sun. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  next  annual  meeting  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Des  Moines,  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  May,  1872. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  committees  : 

On  Articles  of  Incorporation. — Drs.  Overman,  Crandall  and  Carter. 

Committee  of  Arrangements. — Drs.  Molesworth,  Crandall  and  Over- 
man. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Second  Day — Afternoon  Session. 

Half  past  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  meeting  called  to  order;  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Corkhill. 

Dr.  J.  S.  McGlossin  presented  a  case  of  paralysis  for  examination. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  reported  by  the  President,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  were  taken  up  and  passed  in  wrhole. 

As  the  Constitution  requires  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  on  motion 
of  Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  Shelton,  of  Bloomfield,  was  elected  Corresponding 
Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  the  E.  M.  journals,  the 
press  of  Iowa,  and  especially  the  Ottumwa  Courier,  for  publishing  an- 
nouncements and  proceedings  of  our  Society. 

Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  Dr.  Albert  Morrow, 
editor  of  the  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  Review,  for  his  presence 
with  us,  and  his  able  address  and  assistance  to  the  Society. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  to  Rev.  E.  L. 
Briggs  and  Rev.  Dr.  Corkhill  for  their  courtesies  to  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sherwood,  the  Secretary  was  requested  to  cor- 
respond with  parties  in  regard  to  diplomatic  certificates,  and  make 
such  arrangements  to  procure  the  same  as  the  circumstances  demand. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  McKilveen,  it  was  ordered  that  Dr.  Sherwood  be 
appointed  a  committee  of  one  to  procure  a  seal  for  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Molesworth,  the  Society  adjourned. 

J.  A.  McKilveen,  Sec. 


Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 

The  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Society  was  held  at  the  Revere  House,  Boston,  June  1st  and  2d. 
The  Society  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.  M.  by  the  President,  Dr.  C. 
E.  Miles,  of  Boston  Highlands. 

After  the  reading  of  the  records  of  the  last  annual  and  semi-annual 
meetings,  the  various  committees  made  their  reports,  and  the  general 
business  of  the  Society  was  disposed  of.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 
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The  report  of  the  Treasurer  showed  the  Society  to  be  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition. 

The  following  officers  were  unanimously  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  : 

President. — Dr.  II.  II.  Brigham,  Fitehburg. 
Vice-JJrtsident. — Dr.  H.  L>.  West,  Southbridge. 
Corresponding  Secretary. — Dr.  H.  G.  Newton,  Provincetown. 
Recording  Secretary. — Dr.  Milbrey  Green,  Boston  Highlands. 
Treasurer, — Dr.  W.  E.  Wright,  Cambridgeport. 
Librarian. — Dr.  Joseph  Jackson,  Boston. 

Councillors. — Drs.  C.  A.  Wheeler,  Leominster  ;  John  Stowe,  Law- 
rence ;  H.  D.  Jillson,  Fitchburg ;  J.  S.  Andrews,  Taunton,  and 
R.  W.  Geddes,  Winehendon. 

Short  addresses  were  delivered  by  Drs.  Miles  and  Brigham,  and 
by  Prof.  E.  S.  McClellan,  of  the  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  College. 

Dr.  H.  G.  Newton  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  By- 
Laws  :  ••  In  all  cases,  in  these  By-Laws,  in  which  a  word  occurs  of  the 
masculine  gender,  it  shall  be  construed  to  include  both  male  aud 
female.''  Under  the  rules,  being  objected  to,  it  was  laid  over  till  the 
next  annual  meeting. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  till  2.30  P.  M.  At  the  afternoon  session 
Dr.  CL  E.  Miles  read  an  interesting  paper  on  u  A  case  of  Anomalous 
Labor.""  which  was  followed  by  a  general  discussion  upon  the  subject. 

Dr.  EL  H.  Brigham  made  some  remarks  upon  the  use  of  hypo- 
dermic injections  of  iodine,  in  different  forms,  in  cases  of  chronic 
ulceration,  which  elicited  much  discussiou. 

The  following  delegates  were  appointed  to  the  convention  of  the 
National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  to  be  held  in  New  York  City 
next  October:  Drs.  Geddes,  Wheeler,  Miles,  Stowe,  West,  Green, 
Underwood,  Bingham,  Jillson,  Buxton,  Joseph  Jackson,  J.  S.  An- 
drews, Schotield,  Kenney,  Ames,  Dickens,  Wright,  Newton,  Bass 
and  Burnham. 

A  short  address  was  made  by  Prof.  Brown,  of  New  York,  and  the 
Society  adjourned  till  Friday,  at  10  A.  M. 

The  session  was  opened  at  10  A.  M.  the  second  day,  by  an  essay  on 
"  Amestheties  in  Obstetrics,''  by  Dr.  W,  E.  Wright,  and  the  fore- 
noon was  passed  in  the  discussion  of  essays  and  reports  of  cases. 

Prof.  Paul  W.  Allen,  of  the  New  York  Eclectic  Medical  College, 
made  a  statement  showing  the  character,  condition  and  success  of  that 
college.  He  reported  it  to  be  in  prosperous  and  efficient  condition. 
Several  new  professors  have  been  appointed,  additional  apartments 
made  in  the  college,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  for  a  greatly 
enlarged  course  of  instruction.  The  matriculants  at  the  last  session 
numbered  seventy,  including  a  large  number  ot  ladies.  Separate 
rooms  are  provided  for  their  instruction  in  certain  branches.  In  the 
city  there  an  Eclectic  medical  dispensary,  and  40,000  prescriptions 
were  issued  during  the  past  year. 

The  following  candidates  tor  membership  were  recommended  by 


46  News  and  Miscellany.  [July, 

the  Councillors  and  duly  elected  :  Dr.  C.  E.  Dowell,  Sterling ;  Dr. 
J.  B.  M.  Dickens,  Newburyport ;  Dr.  Nathaniel  Jewett,  Ashburn- 

Dr  R.  W.  Geddes,  of  Winchendon,  delivered  the  annual  address, 
the  subject  of  which  was—"  The  Necessity  and  History  of  Eclec- 
ticism "  The  address  was  listened  to  with  close  attention,  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  orator  for  his  able  and  instructive 
address,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  partake  of  the  annual  dinner  at  the  dining- 
rooms  of  the  Revere  House. 

After  the  company  had  done  ample  justice  to  the  sumptuous  repast 
spread  before  them,  Dr.  S.  C.  Ames,  the  anniversary  chairman,  made 
a  few  remarks,  congratulating  the  Society  upon  its  prosperity,  and 
gave  the  first  regular  toast— "The  Chaplain  of  the  Day— a  tower  ot 
strength  in  all  moral  reforms,  and  a  bold  advocate  of  liberal  and 
progressive  medicine,"  which  was  responded  to  in  a  happy  vein  by 
the  chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Cudworth,  of  East  Boston;  "Ike  Orator  of 
the  Day— a  devoted  disciple  of  Eclecticism,"  was  responded  to  by  Dr. 
Geddes-  "Our  President"  called  up  Dr.  H.  H.  Bngham ;  -  Ihe 
Retiring  Officers,"  responded  to  by  Dr.  C.  E.  Miles;  "Our  Honorary 
Members,"  by  Prof.  P.  W.  Allen;  "The  Fathers  of  Eclectic  Medi- 
cine," by  Dr.  Walter  Burnham,  of  Lowell.  Various  other  sentiments 
were  oiven  and  responded  to,  and  the  Society  adjourned. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  it  was  voted  that  the 
next  annual  and  semi-annual  meetings  be  held  in  Boston.  Dr.  J.  b. 
Andrews,  of  Taunton,  was  appointed  orator. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  several 
State  Eclectic  Medical  Societies :  Maine— Drs.  H.  G.  Newton  and 
J  W  Towne;  Vermont— Drs.  C.  A.  Wheeler  and  R.  W.  Geddes  ; 
Connecticut-Drs.  H.  W.  Buxton  and  F.  f  Bosworth ;  Pennsyl- 
vania—Drs.  J.  D.  Young  and  C.  E.  Miles;  New  York— Drs.  W.  E. 
Underwood  and  John  Sto we. 

The  next  semi-annual  meeting  will  be  held  in  Boston,  January  10th, 
1872.  The  next  annual  meeting  in  the  same  place,  June  6th  and  7th, 
1872 

Milbrey  Green,  Secretary. 
Boston  Highlands,  June  10th,  1871. 


Minnesota  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 
This  Society  held  its  second  annual  meeting  in  the  city  of  Owatonna, 
commencing  Wednesday,  May  24.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at 
]2o'clock,  M.,  the  President,  Dr.  E.  M.  Morehouse,  in  the  chair.  Ihe 
subject  of  fevers  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  Society  listened  with  in- 
terest to  the  remarks  of  Dr.  P.  A.  Morrow,  of  New  York  city  fol- 
lowed with  a  discussion  by  the  members  of  the  Society.  Dr.  D.  U 
Rowland  was  admitted  a  regular  member,  and  Dr.  P.  A.  Morrow  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Society. 
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Thursday — Second  Dai/. 

The  Society  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Dr.  E.  M  More- 
house in  the  chair.  Dr.  C.  H.  Blecken,  of  Minneapolis,  read  an 
able  essay  on  epilepsy.  This  was  followed  by  remarks  upon  elec- 
tricity as  a  remedial  agent  by  Dr.  N.  S.  Culver.  Dr.  L.  F.  Case, 
of  Owatonna,  read  an  able  and  elaborate  essay  on  progressive 
medicine.  At  the  close  of  Dr.  Case's  remarks  a  popular  address  was 
delivered  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Stanton,  of  Minneapolis.  The  Society  ex- 
tended him  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  requested  a  copy  for  publication 
Ine  following  gentlemen  were  elected  delegates  to  attend  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York  in 
October  next,  Drs.  C.  H.  Blecken,  A.  F.  Elliott,  H.  N.  Rogers,  D 
C  Rowland,  H.  F.  Case,  VV.  B.  Stanton,  H.  N.  Dale,  N.  S.  Culver,  j" 
U   B.  Vi  ilcombe  and  E.  M.  Morehouse.    Adjourned,  to  meet  at  2 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Dr.  Morehouse  in  the 
chair.  The  Society  passed  a  resolution  that  Drs.  E.  M.  Morehouse, 
•  Case  and  D«  C.  Rowland  act  as  a  committee  to  publish  the  pro- 
ceedings, with  the  essays  and  addresses  of  the  Society,  in  a  pamphlet 
form.  The  Society  granted  a  vote  of  thanks  to  L.  F.  Case,  M.  D ,  for 
the  kind  hospitality  he  bestowed  upon  the  members  of  the  Society 
lne  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-laws  reported.  The  report 
was  received,  adopted,  and  the  committee  discharged.  The  Society 
presented  a  vote  of  thanks  to  P.  A.  Morrow,  M.  D.,  for  his  kindness 
in  presenting  to  the  Society  the  Transactions  of  the  New  York  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  for  the  years  1809-70  in  bound  volumes.  Dr  E  M 
Morehouse  then  delivered  his  annual  address.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
extended  to  Dr.  Morehouse  by  the  Society,  and  a  copy  of  his  address 
requested  for  publication.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  y  ear  :  President,  E.  M.  Morehouse,  M.  D. ;  1st  Vice-Presi- 
dent, C.  H.  Blecken,  M.  D. ;  2d  Vice-President,  J.  S.  Elliot  M  D  • 
Corresponding  Secretary,  L.  F.  Case,  M.  D. ;  Treasurer,  fl  N 
Rogers,  M.  D. 

After  the  election  of  officers  a  general  discussion  took  place  and  a 
resolution  passed  to  have  the  proceedings  published  in  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal,  of  Cincinnati;  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Times,  of  Chi- 
cago, and  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Review,  of  New  York.  The  Society 
adjourned,  to  meet  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  on  the  second  Wednesdav  in 
January,  1872.  J 

xt  o  n  ^  E.  M,  Mokeiiouse,  M.  D.,  PresU. 

N.  S.  Cllveh,  M.  D.,  Rec.  Sec.  9 


Indiana  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. 
The  Indiana  State  Medical  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  in  the 
City  of  Indianapolis,  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  the  5th  and  0th  of 
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The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

President. — J.  S.  Cowdry,  M.  D.,  of  Lafayette. 

First  Vice-President. — J.  Frazee,  M.  D.,  of  Perrysville. 

Second  V ice-President. — W.  W.  Kendrick,  M.  D.,  of  Indianapolis. 

Recording  Secretary. — J.  G.  Vandewalker,  M.  D.,  of  Lafayette. 

Corresponding  Secretary. — H.  Long,  M.  D.,  of  SheJbyville. 

Treasurer. — G.  W.  Pickerill,  M.  D,,  of  Indianapolis. 

Censors.—  Drs;  William  H.  Kendrick  and  C.  H.  Abbott,  of  In- 
dianapolis ;  Dr.  S.  B.  Hunt,  of  Orange  Post-office,  and  Dr.  C.  H. 
Hartpence. 

Dr.  P.  A.  Morrow,  of  New  York  City  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Society. 

On  invitation  of  the  President*  Dr.  P.  A.  Morrow  addressed  the 
Association.  He  spoke  at  some  length  upon  the  general  interests  of 
Eclecticism,  and  the  means  best  calculated  to  advance  the  cause.  He 
urged  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  organization,  and  united  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  Eclectic  physicians.  The  wrant  of  this  union  had  been 
the  greatest  barrier  to  the  success  of  Eclecticism  as  a  system.  He 
also  insisted  upon  the  importance  of  i  higher  order  of  professional  at- 
tainment among  our  practitioners.  Eclectic  medical  colleges  should 
be  more  generally  and  liberally  supported.  He  closed  by  referring 
to  the  importance  of  our  periodical  literature  in  the  cultivation  of  med- 
ical science,  and  demanded  for  it  a  more  liberal  support. 

The  subjects  of  Medical  Literature  and  Medical  Associations  were 
then  discussed  in  an  able  manner  by  Prof.  Jay,  of  the  Bennett  Medical 
College,  Drs.  Vandewalker,  Payne  and  others. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  delegates  to  the  Na- 
tional Eclectic  Medical  Association,  to  meet  in  New  York  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October  next : 

Drs.  William  H.  Kendrick,  D.  H.  Prunk,  J.  M.  Youart,  C.  H. 
Abbott,  L.  Abbott.  J.  N.  Pickerill  and  J.  F.  Ridgeway,  of  Indian- 
apolis. 

Drs.  Parish  and  Long,  of  Shelbyville. 

Drs.  J.  S.  Cowdry  and  J.  Vandewalker,  of  Lafayette. 

Drs.  Mitchell  and  Avery,  of  Richmond. 

Dr.  Frazee,  of  Perrysville. 

Dr.  Jones,  of  Jonesborough. 

Dr.  George  Dakin,  of  Laporte. 

Dr.  Grinnell,  of  Morgantown. 

Dr.  8.  P.  Fisher,  of  Rossville. 

Dr.  Isgrigg,  of  Moore's  Hill. 

Dr.  Schuitz,  of  Logansport. 

The  Committee  on  Essays  reported  the  following  selections  for  the 
next  annual  meeting  : 

Dr.  J.  S.  Cowdry,  on  The0ry  and  Practice. 

Dr.  Frazee,  on  Typhoid  Fever  and  Typhoid  Malaria. 

Dr.  Long,  on  Surgery. 

Dr.  Youart,  on  the  Eye  an(j  Ear. 
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Dr.  Prunk,  on  Dental  Surgery. 
Dr.  Hunt,  on  Obstetrics. 
Dr.  Hartpenoe,  Scarlatina. 
Dr.  Pickerill,  on  Pharmacy. 
Dr.  Ridgeway,  Gynaecology. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Vandewalker  read  an  essay  on  "  Chronic  Diarrhoea." 

The  Treasurer  made  his  annual  report,  which  was  accepted. 

The  time  and  place  of  holding  the  next  annual  meeting  was  then 
agreed  upon,  viz.,  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1872,  in  the  city  of 
Lafayette. 

It  was  ordered  that  a  committee  of  three  he  appointed  to  procure  a 
certificate  for  the  use  of  this  Association,  to  be  issued  to  the  members 
thereof  for  the  sum  of  $5  each ;  that  the  surplus  over  cost  to  be  the 
property  of  the  Association; 

Drs.  W.  H.  Kendrick,  G.  W.  Pickerill  and  J.  G.  Vandewalker 
were  appointed  such  committee,  with  instructions  to  proceed  in  the 
matter  at  once. 

Many  subjects  of  interest  were  ably  discussed. 

J,  G.  Vandewalker, 

Secretary. 


Balsam  of  Peru  in  Scabbies. — This  remedy  has  lately  beeu  spoken 
of  as  a  substitute  for  storax  in  itch,  and  it  is  claimed  that  it  is  equally 
efficacious  and  more  easily  applied.  Though  more  expensive  than  sto- 
rax, it  is  actually  cheaper  in  practice,  as  much  less  is  used.  Among 
the  advantages  claimed  for  it  is,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  deten- 
tion in  hospital.  The  patient  is  stripped  and  rubbed  firmly  from  head 
to  foot,  but  not  so  roughly  as  to  chafe  him.  It  is  absorbed  into  the 
burrows  and  destroys  the  eggs,  and  the  whole  paraciticide  process  may 
be  accomplished  in  an  hour.  A  second  rubbing  may  be  instituted  in 
about  ten  days,  as  some  stray  acri  may  infest  the  body  from  the 
clothes,  but  there  is  no  necessity  for  baking  or  disinfecting  the  lat- 
ter.— Sdinburg  Med.  Jour.,  and  Amer.  Jour,  of  Derm,  and  Syph. 

Treatment  of  Enlarged  Tonsils. — Dr.  Rumbold,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
(Med.  Archives),  has  treated  successfully  a  number  of  cases  of  enlarged 
tonsils  by  injecting  the  glands,  by  means  of  a  hypodermic  syringe, 
with  a  solution  of  iodine — iodine  gr.  ij.,  potass,  iod.  ^>  ij.,  aqua?  §j. 
Generally  a  slight  inflammation  followed  the  injection,  but  soon  sub- 
sided.  From  twelve  to  seventeen  injections — ordinarily  two  a  week — 
were  sufficient  to  reduce  the  gland  to  its  normal  condition.  The  ad- 
vantage claimed  for  this  mode  of  treatment  was  saving  the  substance 
and  function  of  the  gland. 

Enormous  Tumor  of  the  Scrotum. — Mr.  Bickersteth,  of  the  Liver- 
pool Royal  Infirmary,  recently  removed  a  solid  fibro-cellular  tumor  of 
the  scrotum,  of  extraordinary  magnitude — its  estimated  weight  being 
about  thirty  pounds.  The  patient,  a  tailor,  49  years  old,  first  noticed 
its  appearance  1(J  vears  before,  in  the  form  of  a  small  hard  lump  of 
the  size  of  a  horse  bean. — British  Medical  Journal. 
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PiT  a"r ar  Bean  -Mr.  Albert  E.  Ebert  touches  the  secret  of  the  very 
states  (Pkr««^De«k    1870)  tha ^bean         ^  ^ 

^r^toT^:^^^^^  °f 

the  extract  is  only  $1.25  per  ounce. 

-d  tWa*t  Pumps— Dr.  Mettenheimer  points  out  that 

India  Rubber  Breast  iumps.  of  cleaning 

are  for  'rheumatism  'just  as  ^wonder  how  m  ^ v  Mme 
which  will  not  overthrow  at  }™si  ^"f^r  and  the  salt  in  the 

sr JiiS,  sft = » ~SiV*:  *  -  ml — 

cal  principles  now  in  vogue." 

n  Won   Hamilton  Fish,  Secretary  of 

A  New  Rsmedy  *ob jCAKOKB  -a ^™         Stater  ot  the 
State,  has  received  from  Mi.*  lores,  W  =       "  cundurango," 

republic  of  Ecuador,  a  sample  of  th >  vege ^       d      p  Ca 
recently  discovered  in  that  con ,try  w h  eh     f  °^     ^  cancer  and 
Equiguren,  and  others  of  Qu.to,  m  «*»  ^  of  Legati  at 

other  kindred  diseases.  E.  Rumsey wg,  „ivetl  him  by  these  dis- 
Quito,  Ecuador,  writes  that,  tlom  Convinced  of  the  great 

Anguished  g-ltlemen' tdSthe  necessHy  for  immediate  scientific  ex- 
value  of  the  discovery,  and  the  necessity  10 

periments  with  the  wood. 

m  t?     „_T>r  Lewis  S.  Pilcher,  Passed 

Belladonna  in  Typhoid  *  ever  u •■  attracted 
Asst.  Surgeon  U.  S.  N.  (Mich.  Vmv.  JftA. M *  g  beUadon 
by  the  positive  and  warm  terms  '^f^g of  Dublin,  finds 
gfven  in  tyP^f^'^Xt ^^  honrs&r  the  first  admin- 
that  under  its  influence  within  Itorn  ^  subsultus  quickly  vanish,  and 
istration  of  the  drug  del,rlu™'/Xlness  of  the  intellect,  by  natural 
are  succeeded  hy  calmness  a"d  c  "^ntary  muscles.    Diarrhoea  is 
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tomv  in  the  JelSV^bX      Dem°nStrat0r  of  A- 
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JOHN  F.  BOYNTON,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 

pMERITUS  j^ROFESSOR  OF  THE  J^ATURAL  ^SCIENCES. 

ROBERT  S.  NEWTON,  M.  D., 
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^ROFESSOR  OF  JHEORY  AND  J^RACTTCE  OF  /^EDICINE. 

E.  S.  McCLELLAN,  M.  D., 

J^ROFESSOR  OF  ^/ViATERIA  /VI.EDICA,  JhERAPEUTICS  AND  ^HARMACY. 

JAMES  M.  COMINS,  M.  D., 
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J^ROFESSOR  OF  J^HYSIOLOGY  AND  ^ATHOLOGY. 

J.  MILTON  SANDERS,  M.  D.,  LL.  D., 
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FRANK  TABOR,  A.  M., 

^ROFESSOR  OF  ^EDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

JOSEPH  RICKER,  M.  D., 

PEMONSTFATOR  OF  ^NATOMT. 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The  Trustees  and  Professors  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of 
the  City  of  New  York  take  pleasure  in  assuring  the  friends  of  the 
institution  that  it  has  thus  far  successfully  maintained  its  professional 
standing  and  reputation.  Seven  sessions  have  been  held,  and  we 
anticipate,  while  placing  this  announcement  before  the  public,  a  full 
class  of  Students  at  the  coming  term  of  instruction.  The  previous 
classes  have  been  composed  of  Students  possessing  superior  ability 
and  talent ;  and  those  who  have  taken  the  degree  of  the  College  have 
displayed  in  the  pursuit  of  their  profession  that  knowledge,  energy 
and  sagacity  which  are  the  pioneers  of  success. 

The  facilities  for  Medical  education  in  New  York  City  are  not 
readily  surpassed  in  any  other  place  in  this  country — for  we  have  here 
access  to  extensive  and  well  conducted  Hospitals  and  Dispensaries 
which  afford  to  our  Students  full  opportunity  to  scrutinize  the  modes 
of  treatment  employed,  as  well  as  to  observe  the  great  variety  of  dis- 
eases, and  to  compare  the  success  of  the  treatment  with  that  of  the 
Eclectic  mode  of  practice.  These  advantages  are  not  presented  in 
any  other  place,  and  are  great  inducements  for  them  to  select  it,  aside 
from  the  advantages  to  be  enjoyed  in  our  College  or  other  institution. 

We  cannot,  therefore,  speak  too  highly  of  the  advantages  here 
offered  to  Students  of  Medicine.  The  expense  attending  their  Course 
of  Instruction  here  is  no  greater  than  in  any  other  city,  and  bears  no 
comparison  to  the  advantages  to  be  enjoyed. 

The  principles  of  Medicine  inculcated  in  this  College  are  denomi- 
nated Eclectic.  The  Student  is  taught  that  the  investigation  of  the 
science  and  the  practice  of  Medicine  should  be  full,  free  and  untram- 
melled ;  that  independent  thought,  study  and  research  are  the  birth- 
right of  every  one,  and  that  every  educated  Physician  of  correct 
deportment  should  be  treated  with  fraternal  and  professional  courtesy. 
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The  name  Eclectic  is  adopted,  as  signifying  more  clearly  than  any 
other' the  views  which  we  entertain-gathering  medical  knowledge 
from  every  available  source,  with  the  view  to  select  the  good  and 
reject  the  useless  and  pernicious.    It  is  the  most  appropriate,  because 
of  the  fact  that  American  medical  reform  owes  its  existence  to  an 
eclectic  freedom  of  investigation-a  departure  from  the  dogmas  of  the 
schools,  and  an  eclectic  research  into  nature,  and  in  the  results  of 
various  clinical  experience  by  all  classes  of  observers.    These  re- 
searches have  not  resulted  in  mere  accumulation  of  materials,  but,  m 
addition,  the  introduction  of  a  great  number  of  new  and  superior 
remedies,  the  discarding  of  a  number  of  dangerous  and  poisonous 
agents  for  which  more  efficient,  and,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly  safe 
substitutes  have  been  obtained,  and  a  great  and  comprehensive  sys- 
tem of  safe  and  rational  practice  has  been  organized,  upon  the  basis 
of  the  widest  and  most  enlightened  practical  experience.    We  claim 
and  insist  on  the  credit  due  to  us  for  the  discovery,  proving  and  adop- 
tion of  many  new  and  important  remedies  obtained  from  indigenous 
medicinal  plants,  and  of  a  mode  of  separating  from  the  crude  material 
the  active  medicinal  principle,  thus  reducing  the  dose  to  the  smallest 
quantity,  and  rendering  it  usually  more  acceptable  to  the  patient. 

A  distinctive  and  fundamental  principle  of  the  Eclectic  School  of 
Meffoine  is,  that  no  agent  should  be  used  or  treatment  pursued  that 
impairs  the  vital  powers.    Those  remedies  that  are  safest,  that  act 
nearest  in  accordance  with  physiological  laws,  should  always  be 
sought  and  employed.    The  fancied  necessity  for  the  employment  of 
dangerous  medicinal  agencies  is  a  delusion.    The  terrible  conse- 
quences often  following  their  use  is  a  sufficient  refutation  of  the  plea 
that  they  are  required,  as  all  necessary  purposes  can  be  effected  by 
remedies  more  harmless  as  well  as  efficacious;  consequently,  we  do 
not  sanction  the  use  of  mercurials,  lead,  arsenic  and  antimony,  or  the 
use  of  the  lancet. 
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HOSPITALS,  INFIRMARIES  AND  DISPENSARIES. 

Bellevue  Hospital.— This  institution  is  situated  on  Twenty-sixth 
street  and  East  river,  and  is  the  Charity  Hospital  of  New  York  City. 
It  is  open  to  all  Medical  Students  for  Clinical  Study.  Its  conven- 
iences and  accommodations  are  co-extensive  with  its  purposes.  It 
contains  over  1,000  beds,  and  the  number  of  patients  annuallv 
treated  there  is  from  10,000  to  15,000.  Clinical  Lectures  are 
given,  or  surgical  operations  made  daily,  throughout  the  year.  Post 
mortem  examinutions  are  also  held,  to  which  Medical  Students  are 
admitted.  Every  variety  of  disease,  almost,  is  here  presented,  afford- 
ing an  excellent  opportunity  for  observation,  and  to  make  the  Student 
familiar  with  the  various  morbid  appearances— the  facilities  not 
being  surpassed  in  any  institution  in  this  country.  The  regular  ope- 
rating days  in  the  surgical  clinique  are  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays 
at  1.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Emigrant  Hospital.— This  is  the  finest  and  best  arranged  Hospital 
in  the  world.  The  Hospital  buildings  contain  accommodations  for 
about  2,000  persons.  The  number  of  patients  treated  annually  is 
about  8,000. 

St.  Vincent's  Hospital— Mount  Sinai  Hospital— St.  Luke's 
Hospital -The  Colored  Home-Women's  Hospital  — Lying-in 
Asylum— Blackwell's  Island  Hospital.— These  are  large  and  im- 
portant institutions. 

Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.— This  institution  makes  ample  and 
special  provision  for  the  study  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear.  Five 
thousand  cases  cf  disease  were  exhibited  to  the  students  during  the 
past  year,  and  special  courses  of  instruction  in  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  the  eye,  and  the  use  of  the  ophthalmoscope  established. 
The  operating  theatre  and  the  daily  Clinical  Lectures  are  arranged 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Students,  and  every  facility  provided  fo^r  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  ophthalmic  and  aural  surgery. 

The  Cancer  Hospital  and  Dispensary.— Chartered  by  the  State. 
Students  will  have  the  opportunities  furnished  in  this  institution. 
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Dispensaries. — These  charities,  which  afford  a  wide  field  for  prac- 
tical observation,  are  also  without  charge.  Some  idea  may  be  formed 
of  their  value,  when  it  is  stated  that  every  year  there  are  reported 
more  than  80,000  patients  as  being  treated  by  the  physicians  and  sur- 
geons in  attendance.  In  these  institutions  the  diseases  are  arranged 
into  distinct  classes — such  as  diseases  of  the  head,  chest,  abdomen, 
extremities,  fevers,  eruptive  diseases,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  clinical  advantages,  medical  instruc- 
tions will  be  imparted  by  means  of  cliniques,  held  at  the  College. 

The  opportunities  for  Practical  Anatomy  are  equal  to  those  to  be 
found  anywhere,  the  supply  of  material  for  dissection  being  ample  for 
all  purposes,  and  furnished  at  mere  nominal  prices.  The  Demon- 
strator will  give  the  Students  every  needed  assistance. 

Female  Students,  from  the  first  session  of  this  College,  have  been 
educated  upon  the  same  conditions  as  male  Students.  This  is  no 
innovation,  but  has  been  the  case  in  the  University  ©f  Zurich,  in 
Switzerland,  of  Hesse,  and  other  cities  of  Europe.  It  has  been 
adopted  generally  by  the  Eclectic  Medical  Colleges  of  this  country, 
and  with  the  most  favorable  results.  The  laws  of  the  State  have 
declared  the  right  of  women  to  instruction  in  the  Medical  Colleges, 
and  the  sentiment  of  the  age  is  fast  determining  in  their  favor  as 
practitioners,  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world.  In  Paris,  Vienna, 
Moscow  and  Scotland,  women  are  admitted,  as  Students  of  Medicine, 
to  the  same  institutions  and  classes  with  men. 

Instruction  in  several  branches  will  be  given  to  the  female  Students 
in  a  separate  department,  whenever  it  may  be  desired. 


REQUISITES  FOE  GRADUATION. 


Candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  must  present 
satisfactory  evidence  that  they  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  are  of  good  moral  character ;  they  must  have  studied 
medicine  three  years  with  some  respectable  practitioner,  and  have 
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attended  two  full  Courses  of  Lectures  in  some  legally  incorporated 
College— the  last  of  which  shall  have  been  attended  in  this  College— 
or  they  must  have  been  engaged  in  a  constant  and  reputable  practice 
of  medicine  for  four  years,  and  have  attended  one  full  Course  of  Lec- 
tures in  this  College. 


COUKSE  OF  INSTEUCTION. 


The  Session  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  11th  day  of  October, 
1871,  and  will  continue  eighteen  weeks. 

Fees  for  a  full  Course  of  Lectures   8100 

Matriculation  Fee   5 

Demonstrator's  Fee   5 

Graduation  Fee   3q 

Hospital  Tickets   3 

For  Certificate  of  Scholarship,  for  which  the  holder 
may  attend  two  or  more  Courses  of  Lectures,  or 

until  graduation,  to  be  paid  in  advance   150 

For  certificate  of  Scholarship,  entitling  the  holder  to 

keep  a  Student  in  the  College  for  ten  years   500 

For  certificate  of  Scholarship,  entitling  the  holder  to 

keep  a  Student  in  the  College  perpetually   1,000 

Good  board  may  be  had  in  convenient  proximity  to  the  College  for 
six  or  seven  dollars  a  week.  Students  arriving  in  the  city  will  call 
at  the  office  of  Professor  Comins,  No.  143  East  Twenty-sixth  street, 
who  will  assist  them  in  procuring  suitable  boarding  places. 


TEXT-BOOKS. 


Anatomy. — Gray  ;  Wilson. 

Surgery.— Syme,  by  Newton  ;  Erichsen  ;  Gross;  Hill. 


gg       '  Annual  Announcement.  [July, 

Theory  and  Practice  oe  Medicine. — King ;  Newton;  Scudder; 

Jones  and  Sherwood. 

Materia  Medica.-Coc  ;  Jones  and  Scudder;  American  Dispen- 
satory ;  United  States  Dispensatory. 

Physiology.— Dalton  ;  Draper;  Carpenter. 

Obstetrics.— King;  Tyler  Smith;  Cazeaux. 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children.  Newton  and  Powell; 
Thomas;  Sims;  Hewitt. 

Chemistry.  — Gregory,  by  Saunders;  Brande;  Bowman;  Miller; 

Draper. 

Pharmacy. — King *,  Coe;  Parish;  Proctor;  Wood  and  Bache. 
Medical  Jurisprudence— Taylor ;  Beck. 


MATRICULATING  LIST 

OF  THE 

<&tkrth  gtcbiral  M%e  of  gtfo  JTork. 


SESSION  OF  1870-71. 


Allen,  Henry  R  New  York. 

Aisbitt,  M.  S  Penn. 

Archer,  William,  M.  D  New  York. 

Aspinwall,  William,  M.  D  England. 

Bishop,  Midas  E  New  York. 

Barnes,  Wright  North  Carolina. 

Brown,  J.  M  Mass. 

Bond,  Mary  E  New  York. 

Boskowitz,  Henry,  M.  D   44 

Bailey,  Robert  L.,  M.  D  England. 

Chase,  George  W  Mass. 

Cady,  Harriet  E  New  York. 

Cowan,  A.  B  Mass. 

Carpenter,  George  W  New  York. 

Clark,  Samuel  Illinois. 

Cheesbrough,  Wm.  D.,  M.  D.New  York. 

Comins,  Marie  E   « 

Cleveland,  Chas.  H  Mass. 

Davidson,  Edward  S  Conn. 

Davis,  Eber  E  New  York. 

Dickens.  Joseph  B.  M  Mass. 

Davis,  Isaac  New  York. 

Dusseldorf,  Otto.  L   " 

Davidson,  Samuel,  M.  D   " 

Firth,  Elizabeth   « 

Fox,  Albert   H 

Fay,  Thos.  G   44 

Frost,  George  U   41 

Gordon,  Edward  S  North  Carolina. 

Griffith,  Joseph  New  Jersey. 


Hungerford,  Edwin  New  York. 

Hynan,  Peter   44 

Holland,  Mary  A  Nova  Scotia. 

Hayden,  M.  B.,  M.  D  New  York. 

Jacobson,  A.  E.,  M.  D   41 

Jewett,  Nathaniel   Mass. 

Johnson,  W.  S.,  M.  D  Vermont. 

Jacques,  Joseph,  M.  D  New  York. 

Kelly,  Freeman  L  New  Hampshire. 

Kinnesley,  Richard  New  York. 

Kunzie,  R.  E.,  M.  D   44 

Lacy,  Mary  L.  W   44 

Lewis,  William,  M.  D  England. 

Lamb,  George,  M.  D   44 

Martin,  Rachel  L  New  York. 

Moore.  Major  T   44 

Morgan,  E.  R  Mass. 

Millington,  E.  S.,  M.  D  New  York. 

Miller,  Isaac  S.,  M.  D  Conn. 

Morehouse,  E.  M.,  M.  D  Minnesota. 

Merwin,  William  R.,  M.  D. . .  .Missouri. 

Nivison,  Mary  C  New  York. 

Newton,  Robert  S.,  Jr   " 

Pratt,  Seraphina,  M.  D  Conn. 

Prankard,  William  New  York. 

Parks,  Marie  J  Indiana. 

Parks,  Jane  M   44 

Preston,  E.  S.,  M.  D  New  York. 

Price,  Y.  Clarence,  M.  D  Illinois. 
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Rich,  F.  M  New  York. 

Ripley,  Edwin  M  Conn. 

Ricker,  Joseph  T  Ohio. 

Ralston,  Anna  Conn. 

Rockwell,  John  M.,  M.  D. .  ..New  York. 

Smith,  Samuel  J  Mass. 

Simms,  Joseph  New  York. 

Shell,  C.  C.,  M.  D  

Smith,  Wm.  T.  T.,  M.  D  England. 

Smythe,  Samuel  Wesley,  M.  D. . .  .Mass. 


Bricker,  John  Iowa. 

Conway,  John   " 

Dolley,  Charles  W  Michigan. 

Hayden,  Wm.  R  New  York. 

Hayden,  Maria  B   u 

Boskowitz,  Herman  New  York. 

Firth,  H.  E  

Henahall,  James  A  Wisconsin. 

Jackson,  Joseph  Mass. 

Miles,  Ed  win  C   " 


Sohl,  Henricus,  M.  D  Mass. 

Sharpe,  James  J  New  York. 

Terhune,  James  J   " 

Tottman,  Lester  J   " 

Yreeland,  Henry  K   " 

Ware,  J  

Wise,  William  G-  Wisconsin. 
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Morrow,  P.  Albert  Kentuckey. 

Merwin,  William  R  Missouri. 

Millington,  Edwin  H  New  York. 

Morris,  James  A  New  Jersey. 

Mix,  J.  B  New  York. 

Pratt,  H.  H  New  York. 

Prettyman,  John  S  Delaware. 

Smith,  Dennis  E  New  York. 

Stow,  B.  J   41 

Sweet,  Hill   " 


Wilcox,  David 


RECAPITULATION. 


Connecticut   5 

England   5 

Illinois   2 

Indiana  2 

Massachusetts  10 

Missouri   1 

Minnesota   1 

New  York  41 

North  Carolina   2 


New  Jersey  

New  Hampshire, 

Nova  Scotia  

Ohio  , 

Pennsylvania  

Vermont  

Wisconsin  


NAMES  OF  THE  GRADUATES  OF  THIS  COLLEGE  FROM  ITS  COM- 
MENCEMENT IN  1866  TO  DATE. 


1867. 


AD-EUNDEM. 
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Andrews,  E.  B  New  York. 

Bogart,  D.  P  Canada. 

Battleson,  George  New  York. 

Belknap,  M.  C   « 

Comins,  James  M   * 

Cooper,  Henry  C   " 

Callahan,  Dennis.  Ohio. 

Danelson,  James  E  New  York. 

Day.  James   44 

Danelson,  Edwin  J   « 


Firth,  Lamser  B, 


Fitch,  John  H  New  York. 

Geddes,  "William  Mass. 

Harvey,  Elias  New  York. 

Kunze,  R.  E   «« 

Lamb,  George  New  Brunswick. 

Norton,  H.  L  Kentuckey. 

Nivison,  A.  T  New  York. 


Simon9, 0.  H. . . , 
Teed,  Samuel  R. 


AD— EUNDE3I. 

Bowlsly.  William  H  New  York.   Hamilton,  C.  T  New  York. 


Huyler,  Edward  P. 
Jamieson,  John. . . 


Browne,  J.  M.  F   " 

Gunning,  J.  H   «* 

HONORARY. 

Fishblatt,  E  New  York.  |  Stanton,  Lyman 

Plumbe,  E.  0    « 


 New  York. 

Skelten,  John  England. 


Tottman,  Calvin  S  New  York. 


Allen,  William  A  New  York. 

Archer,  Charles  H   44 

Archer,  Mrs.  H.  E   44 

Archer,  William   44 

Berry,  T.  C.  S  Maine. 

Brown,  Mrs.  E.  A  Massachusetts. 

Chapman,  Benj.  F  New  York. 

Cheesbrough,  William  D . . . .  41 


1869. 

Miller,  Isaac  S  New  York. 


Linquist,  M.  F. 


Ostrander,  Mrs.  Zitella. 
Roe,  Sylvester,  Jr  


Shattuck,  L.  A  Maine. 

Smith,  Willis  J  New  York. 

Starr,  George  O     44 

Sweet,  Homer  L  New  Hampshire. 


AD-EUXDEM. 

Dewitt,  E.  W  Arkansas. 


Geddes,  R.  W  Massachusetts. 


Perkins,  T.  S  Mass. 
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Crane,  Oliver  Pennsylvania . 

Hyde,  John  J  New  York. 


McCartney,  John. 
Tuthill,  Samuel. . 


1870. 

Banker,  William  New  York.   Mason,  James  J 

Bronson,  Charles  H  


Miller,  Margaret  A 
Phelps,  Louisa  J. . 
Rockwell,  John  M 


Smith,  LeRoy  A 
Smith,  Louise  M. 


Van  Kirk,  Harriet  P 


Dewey,  Mary  E  

Goodspeed,  Helen  A  Conn. 

Hathaway,  Maria  New  York. 

Jackson,  J.  W.  C  Mass. 

Kelly,  Peter  New  York. 

AD— EUNDEM. 

Eaton,  Edward  Byron  China.   Myers,  Jules  de 

Horton,  John  New  York. 

Jacobson,  Adolphus  E  

HONORARY. 

Brown,  D.  J.,  A.  M  Miss.  Merkel,  G.  H 

Dunkley,  fm.  W. .  .Liverpool,  England. 
Highett,  Charles  London,  " 


Sprague,  Romulus  C 
Wolffi.  Gabriel  J  


Webb,  Edward  L. 


1811. 


Aisbett,  Matthew  S  Penn. 

Bishop,  Midas  E. »  New  York. 

Chase,  George  W  Mass. 

Dickens,  J.  B.  M   " 

Firth,  Elizabeth  New  York. 

Griffith,  Joseph  New  Jersey 

Gordon,  Edward  S  N.  Carolina. 


Hynan,  Peter  

Jewett,  Nathaniel 

Morgan,  Elihu 

Prankard,  William 
Parks,  Mariah  J 

Ripley,  Edwin 
Ricker,  Joseph  T 


Simms,  Joseph. 
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Aspinwall,  "William  Englaud 

Bailey,  Robert  L   " 

Davidson,  Samuel  New  York 


AD-EUNDEM. 

Lewis,  William  England. 


Preston,  E.  S  New  York. 

Sohl,  Henricus  Mass. 

Smythe,  Wesley  Samuel   H 

Smith,  Wm.  T.  Y  England. 


Lamb,  George  England 

HONORARY. 

Carpenter,  George  W  ,.  .New  York.  Johnson,  W.  S  Vermont. 

Clark,  Samuel  111. 

Fox,  Albert  New  York. 

Jacques,  Joseph   " 


Morehouse,  E.  M  Minnesota. 

Price,  Clarence  V  111. 

Sharp,  James  J  New  York. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Arkansas 
Canada . . 
China  


1  I  Minuesota   1 

1  i  Michigan   1 

1  '  Missouri   1 


Connecticut   4  J  New  York. 

Delaware   I 

England   9 

Illinois   3 

Indiana   ,   1 

Ireland   1 

Iowa   2 

Kentucky   2 

Massachusetts  13 

Maine   2 

Mississippi   1 
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New  Jersey   4 

New  Hampshire   1 

New  Brunswick   1 

North  Carolina   1 

Ohio   2 

Pennsylvania   2 

Vermont   1 

Wisconsin   1 


New  York,  June  1st,  1871. 


Whole  No  133 

ALEXANDER  WILDER, 

President  Board  of  Trustees. 
JOHN  F.  CLEVELAND, 

Secretary  Board  of  Trustees. 
ROBT.  S.  NEWTON,  M.  D., 

President  of  the  Faculty. 
PAUL  W.  ALLEN,  M.  D., 

Secretary  of  the  Faculty. 


Any  further  information  maybe  obtained  by  addressing  Prof.  J.  M. 
Comins,  143  East  Twenty-sixth  street. 
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No.  2. 


ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 
EXOSTOSES,  OR  BONY  TUMORS.    CASE  IN  PRACTICE. 

BY  O.  E.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 

Exostosis  is  observed  chiefly  in  young  and  middle-aged  sub- 
jects, being  very  infrequent  before  puberty,  and  after  the  fiftieth 
year.    It  is  more  common  in  males  than  in  females,  and  is  gener- 
ally confined  to  particular  bones,  as  those  of  the  cranium,  and  of 
the  extremes,  particularly  the  femur,  and  the  phalanx  of  the 
great  toe.    The  tumors  sometimes  acquire  an  enormous  bulk  and 
cases  occur  in  which  both  cavities  are  affected  simultaneously 
though  not  m  the  same  degree.    In  the  flat  bones,  as  those  of  the 
bead  and  pelvis,  the  outgrowth  may  occur  upon  either  surface  In 
general,  however,  it  evinces  a  preference  for  the  external  one 
probably  because  it  has  a  more  perfect  periosteum.    When  the 
tumor  is  attached  to  the  inner  surface,  its  tendency  is  to  encroach 
more  or  less  seriously  upon  the  contents  of  the  cavity  which  the 
bone  assists  in  forming. 

These  internal  exostoses,  as  they  may  be  termed,  are  most  com- 
mon in  the  cranial  bones  of  syphilitic  subjects. 

A  tendency  to  exostosis  is  sometimes  obserred  in  several  mem- 
bers ol  the  same  family. 
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Boyer  gives  the  particulars  of  a  case  where  the  disease  was 
hereditary,  the  patient's  father,  brothers,  sisters,  nephews,  and 
children,  having  all  suffered  in  a  similar  manner. 

Exostoses  sometimes  observe  a  symmetrical  arrangement,  tu- 
mors of  the  same  size  and  shape  occurring  at  the  same  points  of 
the  corresponding  bones  on  the  two  sides.  Such  a  disposition  is 
occasionally  witnessed  on  the  frontal  bone  and  lower  jaw,  but  is 
most  common  on  the  humerus  and  femur,  especially  the  inferior 
extremities  of  these  pieces. 

CAUSES. 

The  precise  cause  of  exostosis  is  involved  in  doubt.  In  the 
great  majority  of  instances  they  arise  without  any  assignable 
cause  whatever.  In  certain  cases  they  can  be  traced  directly  to 
the  effects  of  external  violence,  such  as  a  blow  or  kick.  In  the 
distal  phalanx  of  the  great  toe,  which  is  not  an  uncommon  seat  of 
the  disease,  it  would  seem  probable  that  the  pressure  of  a  tight 
boot  is  able  to  produce  it.  Exostoses  in  the  stump  after  amputa- 
tion of  the  thigh  and  leg,  is  probably  caused  by  the  jarring  which 
the  femur  and  tibia  experienced  during  the  operation  of  sawing, 
aided,  perhaps,  by  a  partial  laceration  of  the  periosteum.  A 
syphilitic  taint  of  the  system  has  generally  been  considered  as 
an  excitant  of  the  complaint,  and  that  it  is  capable  of  exerting 
such  an  influence  hardly  admits  of  doubt ;  nevertheless,  it  is  ex- 
tremely probable  that  its  agency  has  been  greatly  overrated,  for  I 
can  recall  but  few  cases  that  have  come  under  my  observation 
where  it  was  possible  to  trace  the  relationship  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

Rheumatism  and  gout  are,  also,  often  considered  as  causes  of 
exostosis ;  and,  although  it  is  impossible,  in  the  existing  condi- 
tion of  science,  to  determine  the  character  and  degree  of  this 
agency  in  this  respect,  yet  sufficient  is  known  to  justify  the  belief 
that  it  is  very  considerable.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  ex- 
tremely probable  that  these  diseases  play  a  most  important  part 
in  the  production  of  general  exostosis,  the  history  of  most  of  the 
cases  of  the  kind  clearly  proving  such  a  connection. 

Whatever  may  be  the  exciting  cause  of  exostosis,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  immediate  occasion  is  inflammation,  leading  to 
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a  deposit,  in  the  first  instance,  of  plastic,  and  afterwards  of  os- 
seous, material,  the  process  of  development  being  precisely  similar 
to  that  which  governs  the  formation  of  the  original  bone.  The 
accompanying  inflammation  is  not  always  located  exclusively  in 
the  bone,  but  partly  in  the  bone,  and  partly  in  the  periosteum, 
and  cases  occur  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  latter  is 
mainly  involved  in  the  production  of  the  tumor. 

PROGRESS. 

The  progress  of  this  affection  is  generally  tardy  ;  it  is  only 
now  and  then  that  a  case  occurs  which  pursues  a  different  course, 
or  where  the  symptoms  partake  of  an  acute  character. 

A  syphilitic  exostosis  occasionally  attains  a  considerable  bulk 
in  a  short  time,  and  the  same  thing  has  been  observed,  though 
less  frequently,  in  the  rheumatic  form  of  the  complaint.  Under 
lucb  circumstances  the  formation  of  the  tumor  is  generally  at- 
tended with  severe  pain,  liable  to  nocturnal  exacerbations,  tender- 
ness and  swelling  of  the  part,  and  more  or  less  constitutional  dis- 
turbance. Ordinarily,  however,  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
The  disease  comes  on  slowly,  and  almost  imperceptibly.  The 
first  thing  that  arrests  attention  being  a  small  tumor,  which  is 
altogether  insensible,  and  exceedingly  tardy  in  its  growth,  years 
elapsing  before  it  acquires  the  size,  perhaps,  of  a  "  pullet's  egg.M 
If  it  be  superficial,  so  as  to  admit  of  examination,  it  will  be  found 
to  be  hard  and  immovable  from  the  first,  and  so  it  generally  con- 
tinues ever  afterwards,  whatever  may  be  its  bulk.  Meanwhile, 
although  it  may  itself  be  entirely  indolent,  yet  it  may  be  produc- 
tive of  pain  in  the  neighboring  structures  by  the  compression  it 
exerts  upon  the  nerves.  In  this  way  the  suffering  is  sometimes 
rendered  exceedingly  severe,  being  often  of  a  neuralgic  character, 
darting  about  in  different  directions,  and  extending  far  beyond 
the  seat  of  the  bony  growth. 

AYhen  the  tumor  is  situated  in  parts  which  are  much  exposed 
to  motion,  these  parts  are  liable  to  become  inflamed  and  tender, 
thus  greatly  aggravating  the  local  distress.  As  the  morbid  mass 
enlarges,  it  must  necessarily  act  obstructingly,  interfering  with  the 
functions  of  the  affected  structures,  and  ultimately,  perhaps,  en- 
tirely superseding  them. 
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Thus,  an  exostosis  of  the  orbit  may  continue  to  increase  until 
it  pushes  the  eye  completely  out  of  its  socket.;  not  only  filling 
the  whole  cavity,  but  encroaching  more  or  less  extensively  upon 
the  cheek  and  cranium. 

In  a  similar  manner,  a  bony  tumor  may  project  into  the  pelvis 
and  materially  impede  the  delivery  of  a  child  ;  an  exostosis  of  a 
rib  may  compress  a  rib  ;  of  a  vertebra,  the  spinal  cord  ;  of  the 
cranium,  the  brain.  Another  effect  which  such  a  tumor  produces, 
is,  to  stretch,  flatten,  and  displace  the  muscles,  tendons,  nerves, 
and  vessels,  thereby  partially  disqualifying  them  for  the  exercise 
of  their  functions. 

Sometimes  the  coverings  of  the  tumor  are  invaded  by  ulcera- 
tion and  even  gangrene ;  thereby  more  or  less  freely  exposing  its 
surface,  which  occasionally,  in  its  turn,  takes  on  the  same  kind  of 
action.  At  other  times  the  morbid  mass  perishes,  apparently 
from  the  want  of  nourishment,  and  is  detached  very  much  in  the 
same  manner  as  a  sloughing  of  the  soft  parts.  Exostoses  of  im- 
mense volume  occasionally  meet  with  such  a  fate.  It  will  be 
most  likely  to  happen  when  the  tumor  has  a  narrow,  cartilaginous 
base. 

PROGNOSIS. 

The  prognosis  of  this  complaint  varies,  so  long  as  the  tumor  re- 
mains small  and  indolent.  It  may  commonly  be  considered  as  of 
little  consequence  ;  but  when  it  increases  rapidly,  or  is  so  situated 
as  to  interfere  with  the  functions  of  a  joint,  or  to  encroach  upon 
any  important  organ,  it  becomes  a  serious  matter. 

TREATMENT. 

The  treatment  of  exostosis  must  be  guided,  in  great  degree — at 
least,  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disease,  before  the  tumor  has  ac- 
quired any  considerable  bulk — by  the  nature  of  the  exciting 
cause ;  and  hence,  special  inquiry  should  always  be  made  with 
reference  to  this  particular  point.  When  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  affection  has  been  occasioned  by  a  deranged  state  of 
the  system,  or  induced  by  the  action  of  the  rheumatic,  gouty,  or 
syphilitic  poison;  colchicum,  aconite,  and  iodide  of  potassium,  are 
appropriate  remedies.    Under  the  influence  of  these  remedies  the 
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growth  of  the  tumor  is  often  promptly  arrested,  and,  ultimately, 
even  entirely  dispersed.  When  the  complaint  gives  rise  to  much 
pain,  opium,  conjoined  with  diaphoretics,  will  be  required.  Top- 
ical applications  are  particularly  useful  when  the  tumor  is  of  rapid 
growth,  exceedingly  sensitive,  and  the  result  of  external  injury 
or  of  a  syphilitic  taint  of  the  system. 

In  the  earlier  stages  of  the  disease,  the  remedies  most  to  be  re- 
lied upon  are  leeches,  blisters,  saturnine  lotions,  and  the  tincture 
of  iodine,  employed  in  the  ordinary  way.  If  blisters  be  used — 
and  my  experience  is,  that  they  are  generally  the  most  valuable 
of  all  topical  means — the  skin  over  the  tumor  should  be  raised 
very  tkoroughljr,  and  a  free  discharge  should  afterward  be  main- 
tained by  some  stimulating  unguent — the  object  being  to  excite  a 
permanent  pj^ogenic  effect.  In  the  syphilitic  form  of  exostosis, 
mercurial  fumigation  sometimes  answers  a  good  purpose,  succeed- 
ing when  all  other  remedies  fail. 

When  the  tumor  has  attained  considerable  bulk,  and,  above  all, 
when  it  is  of  long  standing,  of  great  firmness,  and  productive  of 
excessive  suffering,  the  only  chance  of  relief  is  ablation;  or,  if 
this  be  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
c  xostosis — amputation  of  the  affected  limb.  The  incisions  through 
the  integuments  are  made  as  in  cases  of  ordinary  growths — the 
most  eligible  shape  being  the  conical,  elliptical  or  T-like. 

Free  exposure  is  effected ;  and,  in  doing  this,  care  is  taken  not 
to  interfere  with  any  important  structures,  so  the  division  of 
which  might  afterward  impair  the  usefulness  of  the  parts. 

If  the  skin  is  diseased,  or  much  attenuated,  the  affected  portion 
is  of  course  removed. 

The  exostosis  is  then  attacked  with  the  knife  and  a  common 
metacarpal  saw — the  former  alone,  if  stout,  being  commonly  suffi- 
cient to  effect  ablation  when  the  tumor  has  a  cartilaginous  base, 
or  an  unusually  soft  structure.  In  general,  however,  the  saw  will 
be  necessary,  and  there  are  many  cases  where  the  gcuge,  chisel, 
and  trephine,  may  advantageously  be  employed. 

If  the  tumor  has  a  very  large  base,  and  is  insensibly  confounded 
with  the  substance  of  the  bone  from  which  it  grows,  it  should  be 
divided  into  several  sections,  by  perforating  at  several  points,  and 
detaching  them  separately  or  by  piecemeal.    Various  kinds  of  saws 


70  Exostoses,  or  Bony  Tumors.  [August, 

have  been  invented  for  removing  exostoses,  but  they  are  all  more 
or  less  complicated  and  unwieldy,  and  may  well  be  replaced  by 
the  more  simple  instruments  in  common  use.  In  whatever  man- 
ner the  ablation  be  effected,  there  is  one  circumstance  which 
should  claim  special  attention;  and  that  is,  to  make  the  bony 
wound  as  smooth  as  possible,  by  means  of  the  Raspatorium,  other- 
wise the  rough  surface  will  serve  as  a  serious  obstacle  to  cicatriza- 
tion; as  it  is,  there  will,  in  any  event,  be  more  or  less  suppura- 
tion retarding  the  progress  of  the  case,  and  the  patient  may  con- 
gratulate himself  if  he  escape  erysipelas,  and  other  serions  conse- 
quences. 

The  hemorrhage  attending  the  operation  is  usually  very  slight. 
The  edges  of  the  wound  should  be  lightly  approximated,  and  the 
parts  kept  constantly  wet  with  water-dressing,  either  cold,  cool, 
or  tepid,  according  to  the^ exigencies  of  each  particular  case.- 
Gross'  System  of  Surgery,  Vol  L 

I  will  close  by  referring  to  a  case  which  occurred  in  my  prac- 
tice some  two  years  ago.  The  patient  presented  himself  with  a 
large  tumor  on  the  foot,  about  three  inches  across,  involving  the 
astragalus  and  os-ealcis.  For  the  space  of  almost  one  inch  over 
the  surface  of  the  tumor,  the  integument  had  ulcerated  and  the 
edges  were  in  a  fungous  condition.  The  patient  gave  the  follow- 
ing  history : 

«  About  twenty-one  years  ago,  I  first  noticed  a  tumor  growing 
on  my  foot  by  the  side  of  my  heel.    My  health  gradually  failed 
me  as  my  leg  became  more  painful,  and  the  tumor  grew  larger  for 
the  period  above  stated.    For  the  last  six  months  my  sufferings 
have  been  most  intense,  having  to  be  carried  to  and  from  my  bed 
during  a  great  portion  of  that  time.    I  have  consulted  a  great 
many  phyficians  and  surgeons  during  this  time,  bu :rW  any 
prospect  of  relief.    The  leading  ones  only  remarked  that  it  was 
[he  greatest  curiosity  they  had  ever  seen,  which  was  but  poor 
consolation  to  an  afflicted  man.    About  two  weeks  since,  the  pam 
became  so  intense,  that  I  was  thrown  into  severe  chills,  which  my 
friends  thought  would  soon  terminate  my  life    I  was  xnduced  to 
o-o  to  Cincinnati  in  search  of  a  surgeon.    I  went  to  Di  W.  H. 
Mussey,  who  told  me  that  only  by  the  removal  of  my  leg  was 
there  any  hope  of  prolonging  my  life." 
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I  would  say,  that,  when  this  case  was  presented  to  me,  he  had 
already  procured  the  opinion  of  the  would-be  leading  surgical  au- 
thorities in  the  West ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  my 
friend,  Dr.  T.  J.  AVright,  of  Cincinnati,  there  was  a  possible  mis- 
take in  the  prognosis.  The  operation  was  performed  by  dissect- 
ing the  healthy  integument  away  for  a  small  distance.  The  finger- 
saw  was  applied,  and  far  enough  back  to  include  a  part  of  "the 
healthy  bone.  The  tumor  being  sawed  off,  it  left  a  surface  of 
about  three  inches  across.  The  surface  was  then  rasped  perfectly 
smooth,  and  the  healthy  tissue  drawn  forward.  The  water-dress- 
ing was  applied,  slightly  mixed  with  carbolic  acid,  and  constantly 
continued  until  free  suppuration  was  established.  The  water- 
dressing  was  followed  by  an  ointment  of 

Mild  zinc  and  Mayer's  ointment,  equal  parts; 

Morphia  gr.  Y.  to  the  ounce  ; 
which  treatment,  in  connection  with  iron  and  quinia,  was  contin- 
ued.   On  the  seventeenth  day  he  was  able  to  be  helped  into  a 
carriage,  and  departed  for  his  home. 

In  a  letter  received  from  him  a  month  or  two  since,  he  informs 
me  that  he  is  in  perfect  health,  and  no  indication  of  a  return  of 
the  disease. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE    REPORT   OF  COMMITTEE  ON 
MEDICAL  STATISTICS  FOR   THE  YEAR  1S70, 

To  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 

H.  IXGERSOLL  FlSK,  M.  D.,  Chairman. 

•  •  «  «  «  The  exclusiveness,  intolerance  and  want  of 
success  of  allopathic  physicians,  together  with  the  depleting  and 
directly  injurious  effects  of  a  large  portion  of  their  remedies!  pro- 
duced a  demand  for  a  system  or  method  of  practice  more  rational 
and  more  successful  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Hence,  within 
the  past  century  chromo-tbermalism,  homoeopathy,  hydropathy, 
etc.,  in  Europe,  aod  these,  withThomsonism  and  Botanicism,  in  this 
country,  were  introduced  as  reformatory  systems,  and  the  fact 
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that  eacb  contained  more  or  less  of  truth,  and  the  results  of  their 
medication  more  salutary,  secured  the  favor  and  patronage  of  a 
respectable  number  of  the  people  on  both  continents.  But  these 
were  all  exclusive  systems,  and,  to  that  extent,  limited  in  their 
sphere  of  usefulness.  The  necessity  for  a  system  of  medicine  em- 
bracing all  that  was  really  good  of  the  different  systems,  or  might 
be  proved  to  be  best,  and  whose  adherents  had  sufficient  inde- 
pendence to  reject  all  that  was  injurious  or  useless  in  theory  or 
practice,  was  recognized  by  men  of  liberal  views  both  in  and  out 
of  our  profession,  and  especially  attracted  the  attention  of  Wooster 
Beach,  M.D.,  of  New  York,  and  T.  V.  Morrow,  M.D.,  of  Ohio,  and 
their  coadjutors  (all  graduates  of  allopathic  medical  colleges),  who 
were  pleased  to  find  their  efforts  result  in  the  formation  of  the 
medical  department  of  u  Worthington  Literary  College,"  of  Ohio, 
A.  D.  1830.  The  success  of  this  institution,  and  of  those  who 
graduated  in  it,  was  such  as  to  beget  the  jealousy  of  the  allopathic 
fraternity,  who  sought  to  destroy  it,  and  succeeded  in  their  unhal- 
lowed purpose  in  the  spring  of  A.  D.  1839,  through  the  intimida- 
tions of  an  unthinking  and  irresponsible  mob,  brought  together 
and  impelled  to  action  by  misrepresentation,  prejudice  and  bigotry 
— the  favorite  means  of  those  whose  cause  is  not  founded  in  jus- 
tice ;  and.  would  be  equally  potential  and  as  readily  sought  to-day 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  education  and  intelligence  of  the 
masses  restrain  them  from  being  made  such  pliant  tools  in  the 
hands  of  designing  men. 

Dr.  T.  V.  Morrow  and  a  portion  of  the  professors  moved  to 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  opened  a  medical  institution,  delivered  regular 
courses  of  medical  lectures  to  respectable  classes  of  medical  stu- 
dents each  year,  and,  notwithstanding  an  exceeding  amount  of  op- 
position, obtained  a  charter  from  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  A.  D.  1845,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Eclectic  Medical  Insti- 
tute of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,"  furnishing  another  illustration  of  the 
truth  that  God  often  causes  the  wrath  of  man  to  establish  that  he 
(man)  would  destroy.  This  was  the  first  regularly  organized  eclec- 
tic medical  institution.'55'  From  it  American  medical'  eclecticism 
dates  its  existence,  and  such  has  been  its  success  that  eclectic 


*  Eclectics  had,  indeed,  been  known  for  centuries,  even  before  the  birth  of  our  Saviour,  but 
not  ats  an  organized  and  distinctive  branch  of  the  medical  profession. 


1871.] 


Medical  Statistics. 


73 


medical  colleges  have  been  established  in  different  parts  of  our 
country,  and  the  present  number  of  eclectic  physicians  in  this 
country  is  more  than  twelve  thousand  (12,000),  with  regularly  or- 
ganized medical  societies  in  most  of  the  states  of  our  union,  the 
oldest  of  which  is  our  own,  chartered  and  organized  in  accordance 
therewith  A.  D.  1865.  The  reason  for  this  unprecedented  growth 
in  numbers  is  the  result  of  our  superior  success  in  treating  our  pa- 
tients, coupled  with  the  equally  potential  fact  that  our  remedies 
do  not  leave  a  deleterious  effect  upon  the  systems  of  those  treated. 
There  is  not  a  human  ailment  in  which  our  treatment  will  not  cure 
a  larger  proportion  of  those  treated,  and  that  in  a  shorter  time  than 
any  other  system  of  practice. 

The  only  exception  to  this  rule  is  found  in  syphilitic  affections, 
and  here  it  is  only  apparent;  the  mercurial  treatment,  usually  re- 
sorted to  by  others,  dries  up  the  disease  (discharges,  chancres,  etc.), 
leaving  the  virus  in  the  patient's  system,  to  contaminate  his  wife,  or 
Iter  husband  and  their  offsjyring,  for  generations  to  come  ;  and,  it  is 
an  important  question,  which  is  the  most  injurious — the  mercury  or 
the  syphilis  ? 

We  have,  in  common  with  all  classes  of  physicians  who  do  not 
swear  at  the  Allopathic  altar,  and  accept  the  dogmas  and  dictum 
of  that  school,  been  so  often  denounced  as  quacks,  and  unworthy 
of  confidence,  that  many  people  verily  believe  we  do  not  have 
that  success  in  our  business  that  the  followers  of  that  Bombast  and 
Quicksilver  Quack — Paracelsus — do,  especially  in  the  treatment 
of  fevers,  and  some  of  the  severer  forms  of  disease.  Through 
these  false  accusations  and  their  assumed  regularity,  they — the 
old  school — have  retained  the  charge  of  the  charitable  institutions 
and  hospitals  that  had  been  built  before,  or  have  been  built  since, 
we  had  an  existence,  although  all  classes  of  men  are  taxed  to 
build  and  support  them. 

Fortunately,  we  are  not  confined  to  assertions  in  support  of  our 
position.  During  the  several  epidemics  of  Cholera  in  this  coun- 
try, none  of  our  physicians  lost  as  many  cases  as  did  those  of 
other  schools,  and  some  of  them  treated  from  50  to  100  cases 
each,  without  losing  a  case,  except  in  cases  of  relapse  after  con- 
valescing for  several  days.  A  fair  comparison  wTas  afforded  in 
Cincinnati,  O.,  during  the  epidemic  of  A.  d.,  1849,  where  the 
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Eclectics  treated,  during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  994  cases 
of  Cholera,  with  34  deaths,  or  3.4  per  cent. ;  while  all  others 
treated,  during  the  same  months,  432  cases,  with  116  deaths,  or 
26.8  per  cent. 

Dr.  EL  Jordan  (Eclectic),  attending  physician  in  the  Cholera 
Hospital  (Cincinnati),  from  June  6th,  to  Aug.  18th,  A.  D.,  1849, 
reported  a  mortality  of  2 3 J-  per  cent. ;  while  the  mortality  in  the 
Cholera  Hospitals  of  Paris  (supposed  to  be  as  ably  managed  as 
any  in  the  world)  was,  according  to  their  reports,  62  per  cent. 
Were  it  necessary,  we  could  multiply  statistics  of  this  disease, 
with  similar  results.  So  far  as  we  can  -learn,  from  statistics  and 
observation,  the  average  mortality  of  all  diseases  under  Eclectic 
treatment  is  from  one  to  one  and  a  halfipev  cent.  ;  and  the  average, 
mortality  under  Allopathic  treatment  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  per 
cent.  The  members  of  this  Association  who  have  returned  to 
your  Committee  statistics  of  their  practice  during  the  past  year 
(1870),  are  eight  in  number,  practicing  in  the  different  cities  of 
this  State. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions,  these  statistics  refer  only  to  cases 
visited  at  the  patients'  homes,  and  do  not  include  all  of  these ; 
while  a  large  office  practice,  with  the  exceptions  above  made,  is 
entirely  omitted.  The  reason  for  this  omission,  and  that  no  more 
have  made  reports  as  requested,  is,  that  our  physicians  have  given 
their  entire  time  to  their  patients,  either  in  attending  them  or  pre- 
paring remedies  for  them,  rather  than  preserving  records  of  their 
practice,  except  of  the  more  important  cases  ;  hence,  these  reports 
contain  all  the  deaths,  but  not  all  the  cases  treated.  We  hope  this 
matter  will  receive  more  attention  in  the  future. 

REPORTED.  DEATHS.  TREATED. 

Total  of  all  ages             6000  108— one  death  to  55  5-9,  or  1.9  per  cent. 

Total  under  five  years. .   789  38—  "  "      22.7(i  "  4.8 

Total  under  ten  years . .  1281  39—  "  "      32.8  "  3. 

Total  cases  of  Fevers...    831  11—  "  "      75.5  "1.34  " 

Total  cases  of  Child- 
Birtli  and  Female  Dis- 
eases —  Medical  and 

Surgical                     451  2— "  "     225.5  "  0.44  " 


The  separate  reports  are  omitted,  and  the  summary  given. 
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The  following  were  reported  with  a  mortality  to  each  disease  : 
Anaemia,  66;  Delirium  Tremens,  20;  Diphtheria,  71;  Gastritis, 
38;  Kidney  Diseases,  56;  Paralysis,  17.  The  following  were 
treated  without  a  death— viz. :  Asthma,  62  ;  Bronchitis,  89 ;  Cer- 
ebrospinal Meningitis,  7;  Cholera  Morbus,  204;  Convulsions, 
39:  Croup,  97:  Diabetes,  7;  Diarrhoea,  308 ;  Dysentery,  108 ; 
Enteritis,  34:  Epilepsy,  5;  Fever  (Intermittent),  146:  Fever 
(Eemittent),  113  ;  Influenza,  126  ;  Jaundice,  64;  Laryngitis,  29  ; 
Pleurisy,  70;  Pneumonia  (Lung  Fever),  115;  Quinsy,  32;  Rheu- 
matism, 145 ;  Small-pox,  34 ;  Tetanus  (Lock-jaw),  6.  We  have 
not  named  all  in  the  last  two  classes. 

The  following  surgical  cases  were  reported,  and  no  deaths: 
Amputations,  4;  Dislocations,  10;  Fractures,  9 ;  Uterine  Tumors, 
2  :  Uterine  Polypus  1,  and  150  minor  operations.  The  deaths  in 
the  cities  of  this  State,  last  year  (1870),  averaged  one  to  48.5, 
or  2.3  per  cent,  of  the  population ;  while  you  will  remember  our 
losses  were  only  1.9  per  cent,  of  cases  reported.  The  deaths  in 
Philadelphia  last  year*  (1870)  were  one  to  41.76,  or  2.39  per  cent, 
of  the  population  :  and  the  deaths  of  those  under  five  years  was  46 
per  cent,  of  all  cases. 

In  the  cities  of  this  State,  last  year,  more  than  35  per  cent,  of 
the  deaths  were  under  five  years. 

In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  *  in  1850,  the  deaths  were  a  fraction 
over  two  per  cent,  of  the  population ;  under  one  year,  23.21  per 
cent. ;  one  to  five  years,  4.64  per  cent. ;  and  under  ten  years,  4.89 
per  cent  of  the  population  of  those  ages. 

In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  average  mortality  is  greater  than 
that  in  Philadelphia. 

In  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  1850,  the  mortality  was  2. 7  per  cent, 
of  all  ages;  under  one  year,  32.8  per  cent. ;  five  to  ten  years,  4.97 
per  cent.  ;  under  ten,  6.2  per  cent,  of  the  population  of  those  ages. 
According  to  report  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  of  Boston,  f  the 
deaths  lor  nine  years  previous  to  1850,  averaged  2.53  per  cent,  of 
the  population,  and  of  those  under  five  years,  nine  per  cent.  Not- 
withstanding our  cases  are  not  all  reported,  the  deaths  in  propor- 
tion to  those  cases  is  only  a  little  more  than  half  as  great  as  the 
proportion  of  deaths  to  population  either  of  our  own  or  other  cities- 

*  Official.      t  Official.      ♦  Census  1850. 
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PLACENTA  PREVIA. 

BY  JAMES  L.  BEAT,  M.  D. 

March  15,  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  R,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in 
labor.  When  I  arrived  she  gave  me  the  following  history : — 
l:  Some  two  years  previously  had  been  confined,  labor  lasting 
from  Wednesday  morning  until  Saturday  evening,  flooding  most 
of  the  time ;  had  taken  ergot  very  often,  and  in  large  doses,  but 
it  aroused  no  labor-pains,  nor  restrained  the  flooding.  Instru- 
ments were  used ;  child  was  dead  when  taken  away." 

Upon  examination,  per  vaginam,  I  found  the  os  slightly  open, 
and  easily  dilated,  some  hemorrhage  and  erratic  pains.  I  ordered 
rest,  and  gave  anodynes.  ISTo  perceptible  change  occurred  until 
the  21st,  when  patient  complained  of  great  pain  in  left  hypogas- 
tric region,  which  would  not  yield  to  therapeutic  agents. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  introduced  my  hand  into  the 
vagina,  and  index  finger  into  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  making 
gentle  traction  for  five  to  ten  minutes,  when  the  pain  subsided, 
and  even  the  irregular  labor-pains  ceased.  On  the  evening  of 
the  23d  I  called  counsel.  An  aged  physician  came,  and  advised 
the  use  of  ergot.  3  ss  of  extract  secale  cornutum  was  given  every 
half  hour  until  four  doses  had  been  administered,  when  active 
labor-pains  were  developed,  and  the  flooding  became  so  great  as 
to  cause  alarm,  and  I  used  the  tampon,  which  to  a  very  great  ex- 
tent controlled  it.  My  counsel  urged  the  continuance  of  ergot  as 
the  sheet-anchor  of  hope.  Vomiting  ensued ;  relaxation  with 
prostration  followed  ;  pains  ceased,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  the 
tampon  could-be  held  to  its  place.  The  patient  was  granted  an 
hour's  rest.  Six  hours  from  the  time  the  ergot  was  first  given  it 
was  recommenced,  and  given  in  drachm  doses  every  half  hour, 
until  the  fourth  dose  had  been  taken.  When  the  pains  returned, 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  dilated,  the  hemorrhage  increased,  the 
tampon  was  held  in  situ,  and  certainly,  to  a  great  extent,  prevent- 
ed blood  from  escaping,  by  its  coagula,  that  the  patient  would 
otherwise  have  lost.  The  pains  became  continuous,  and  labor 
progressed  quite  rapidly  and  satisfactory.  No  postpartum  hem- 
orrhage followed.    Mother  and  child  have  both  done  well. 
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April  12,  I  was  called  to  visit  Mrs.  S.,  who,  according  to  her 
own  and  her  husband's  opinions,  had  passed  even  beyond  her 
tenth  month  of  iitero-gcstation.  This  was  the  fourth  confinement 
that  I  had  attended  her  in — twice  when  labor  was  premature — 
once  twins  at  five  months.  When  I  visited  her  on  the  12th, 
learned  that  for  the  past  month  there  had  been  great  anxiety  of 
mind,  morbid  vigilance,  hora-somni,  with  marked  melancholia. 
Per  vaginam  examination  revealed  that  the  womb  was  very  high, 
and  the  pains  feeble,  erratic,  and  acting  inversely — each  partur- 
ient effort  appearing  to  elevate  the  uterus.  Waited  three  hours, 
and  then,  being  able  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  by  the 
greatest  effort  I  ascertained  there  was  an  opening  of  the  os,  so  as 
to  admit  the  point  of  index  finger.  The  pains  being  far  too 
feeble,  and  too  irregular  to  advance  labor,  I  gave  fluid  ext.  secale 
cornutum  3  ss  every  half  hour  (this  being  the  same  given  to  Mrs. 
R.)  until  six  portions  had  been  given,  but  no  increase  either  of 
the  force  or  in  the  frequency  of  the  pains.  Gave  an  anodyne,  and 
allowed  patient  to  rest  for  six  hours.  Then  was  able,  for  the  first 
time,  to  detect  what  I  had  previously  feared — Placenta  Prozvia — 
but  the  womb  was  so  high  in  the  pelvic  cavity  that  I  could  not 
determine  the  character  of  the  presentation.  Resting  the  examin- 
ation, I  quietly  withdrew  from  the  sick  chamber  to  request  coun- 
sel ;  but,  in  less  than  five  minutes,  was  recalled,  "  because  of 
wasting."  Found  hemorrhage  active,  and  for  a  few  moments 
alarming.  Ilaving  a  tampon  already  prepared,  I  introduced  it, 
and  very  promptly  arrested  further  loss  of  blood.  The  pains 
continued,  grinding  or  sawing,  so  as  to  greatly  harrass  and  ex- 
haust the  patient.  In  a  short  time  I  removed  the  tampon,  and, 
upon  examination,  found  further  dilation  of  the  os  uteri. 

Dr.  B.  came,  and,  after  a  per  vaginam  investigation,  reported 
that  the  head  of  the  child  was  presenting,  that  the  womb  was 
patulous,  and  urged  the  continuance  of  ergot,  which  was  then 
given  every  half  hour.  I£  Fluid  ext.  secale  cornutum,  3  ss. 
Nausea  followed,  and  hemorrhage  returned.  Quinine  and  brandy 
were  administered,  and  remedies  given  to  quiet  the  vomiting. 
The  patient  allowed  some  time  for  rest,  but  could  get  no  freedom 
either  of  body  or  mind;  and  yet,  during  the  twenty- four  hours  of 
her  labor,  we  failed  to  arouse  a  regular  hard-labor  pain.  Seven 
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hours  after  counsel  arrived ;  finding  all  our  efforts  fruitless,  we 
decided  to  use  instruments.  Craniotomy  was  performed,  and  the 
extraction  of  the  child  effected  by  means  of  a  crochet,  without  any 
unfavorable  symptoms,  or  any  undue  force.  The  patient  gave  no 
evidence  of  injury  resulting  from  the  operation.  No  postpartum 
hemorrhage  followed  the  delivery  of  the  foetus  or  placenta ;  but, 
notwithstanding  our  vigilance,  the  patient  sank  rapidly,  and  died 
in  less  than  ten  minutes  from  the  removal  of  the  secundines. 
Can  any  one  show  us  "  a  more  excellent  way  ?  " 

Editor  Eeyiew — I  report  the  above  two  cases  of  Placenta 
Pticevia  in  order  to  elicit  criticism.  I  have  been  a  practitioner  of 
medicine  for  twelve  years.*  And,  although  very  many  anom- 
alous cases  had  come  under  my  notice,  as  an  accoucheur,  yet,  in 
my  own  practice,  no  similar  or  parallel  complications  had  ever 
been  present  in  that  length  of  time.  A  summary  is  all  that  I 
shall  attempt,  my  object  being  to  draw  attention  to,  and  get  the 
opinions  of  yourself,  and  some  of  your  numerous  readers,  as  to 
the  two  principal  agents  used,  viz. :  ergot  and  the  tampon. 

Tuscola,  III.,  June,  1871. 


CASES  IN  PRACTICE. 

BY  T.  J.  WRIGHT,  If.  D. 

Now  and  then  the  obstetrician  meets  with  a  case  in  practice, 
which  calls  into  play  all  the  skill  and  manual  dexterity  at  his 
command.  One  of  this  kind  occurred  the  other  day  in  the  prac- 
tice £f  my  friend,  Dr.  0.  E.  Newton,  in  the  person  of  a  young 
woman  between  twenty  and  thirty  years  of  age,  who  had  been  in 
labor  from  the  night  previous,  till  the  afternoon  of  the  day  I  saw 
her,  with  nothing  peculiar  about  her  except  the  presentation, 
which  proved  to  be  the  left  elbow  with  the  head  to  the  right  of 
the  mother,  and  the  face  looking  backwards.  How  to  relieve 
her  of  her  burthen,  or  rather,  change  the  presentation,  to  one  that 
would  admit  the  passage  of  the  foetus  through  the  straits  of  the 
pelvis,  was  the  problem  to  be  solved. 

*  From  1863  to  1866  I  was  surgeon  in  the  army. 
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Having  seen  but  two  cases  before  of  this  presentation  in  a  prac- 
tice of  over  twenty  years,  is  the  reason  why  these  cases  are  re- 
ported;  and  one  of  those,  a  very  painful  one,  which  occurred  in 
the  practice  of  Dr.  Foster,  then  stationed  at  Vicksburg,  state  of 
Mississippi,  in  the  year  1865,  in  the  person  of  a  stout'muscular 
colored  woman  about  thirty  years  of  age.  She  had  been  in  labor 
from  early  in  the  day  I  saw  her,  in  consultation,  till  about  10 
o'clock,  p.m.  Making  the  necessary  examination  to  satisfy  my- 
self and  associates,  as  to  the  part  presenting,  which  was  not  a 
difficult  matter  to  do,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  devolving 
upon  me.  I  found  the  left  shoulder  the  presenting  part,  the  head 
to  the  right  of  the  mother,  and  the  face  looking  towards  the 
spine,  and  retained  in- that  position  by  the  muscular  contractions 
of  the  womb,  which  were  so  powerful  and  so  frequent  as  to  re- 
quire more  physical  strength  than  I  possessed,  used  as  dexter- 
ously as  I  could  to  overcome  the  contractions,  with  a  view  to 
bring  down  the  feet  and  make  them  the  presenting  parts.  I  was 
compelled  to  relinquish  my  efforts  after  half  an  hours'  trial,  witli 
my  left  hand  as  powerless  as  a  wet  rag,  in  consequence  of  the 
pressure  it  had  been  submitted  to  during  the  manipulations. 

Failing  to  accomplish  our  object  in  one  way,  our  efforts  were 
directed  to  make  the  head  the  presenting  part. "  With  this  object 
in  view,  Dr.  Foster  labored  for  two  hours  or  more,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  bring  down  the  head  and  make  it  the  presenting^part,  a 
mode  of^ relieving  our  patient,  very  highly  recommended  by  Dr. 
M.  B.  Wright  of  this  city  ;  but  in  this  our  efforts  were  unavailing, 
and  the  woman  died  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  following.' 
In  the  after-part  of  the  same  day  of  her  death,  a  postmortem  was 
held,  the  child  was  found  so  firmly  fixed  in  the  pelvis  as  to  re- 
quire considerable  force  to  dislodge  it,  when  the  uterus  revealed 
to  us  the  sad  condition  of  the  unfortunate  woman.  Both  arteries 
and  veins  were  filled  to  repletion,  and  the  entire  organ  in  a  highly 
inflamed  condition. 

Had  the  consultation  been  had  at  an  earlier  period,  with  the 
use  of  chloroform,  I  am  confident  that  the  life  of  the  woman,  and 
perhaps  the  child  too,  might  have  been  saved. 

In  looking  over  the  principles  and  Practice  of  Obstetric  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery,  by  Francis  II.  Ramsbotham,  M.  D.,  London 
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edition,  1841,  I  find  the  following  at  page  448  :  "  I  truly  confess 
that  sometimes  it  is  most  difficult  if  not  impossible,  to  introduce 
the  hand  so  high  into  the  uterus  as  to  arrive  at  the  feet,  because 
they  may  lie  at  its  very  fundus,  and  it  may  be  dangerous  to 
attempt  to  overcome  the  strength  of  the  contraction  which  the 
uterus  has  taken  on  itself." 

The  first  case  referred  to  had  a  different  termination.  The  con- 
tractions of  the  uterus  were  neither  violent  nor  frequent,  as  in  the 
other  case,  but  partook  of  the  lingering  kind,  to  hasten  which,  Dr. 
0.  E.  Newton  suggested  the  propriety  of  administering  a  mixture 
of  the  fluid  extract  of  ergot  and  cinnamon  water,  which  was  given 
to  the  patient  every  fifteen  minutes,  in  teaspoonful  doses  mixed 
with  two  tablespoonfuls  of  water ;  after  these  doses  had  been  ad- 
ministered the  uterus  was  brought  within  reach  of  the  hand.  At 
this  stage  of  the  labor,  chloroform  was  administered  more  to 
quiet  the  excited  nerves  than  to  bring  about  a  relaxation  of  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  womb,  so  as  to  favor  our  manipulations 
With  but  little  effort  I  introduced  my  left  hand,  found  the  left 
foot,  brought  it  down  and  made  it  the  presenting  part,  then  passed 
my  hand  up  and  brought  down  the  right  foot,  and  in  fifteen 
minutes  afterwards  the  woman  was  delivered  of  a  large  dead 
child ;  which,  from  appearance,  had  been  dead  several  days.  The 
woman  soon  recovered  from  her  sickness,  and  is  now  doing  well, 
and  out  of  the  hands  of  her  medical  attendant. 

Cincinnati,  July,  1871. 


RETAINED  PLACENTA. 

BY  G-.  W.  KING,  M.D. 


In  March,  1871,  a  lady  residing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  hay- 
ing been  pregnant  about  two  and  a  half  months,  had  a  miscarriage. 
The  case  caused  no  alarm  until  about  a  week  after  the  embryo 
was  discharged,  when  excessive  and  prostrating  hemorrhage  be- 
gan At  this  period  a  physician  was  called,  who  applied  a  tampon 
to  the  vagina,  consisting  of  part  of  a  linen  towel  saturated  with 
vinegar  The  plug  was  allowed  to  remain  four  days  ;  during 
which  time,  and  for  some  days  after,  the  symptoms  were  of  an 
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alarming  character,  and  physician,  patient  and  friends  expected  a 
fatal  termination.    Nature  bad  been  generous  to  the  woman,  by 
imparting  to  her  considerable  power  of  endurance ;  and  sbe  so 'ral- 
lied from  her  prostration  as  to  be  able,  in  a  staggering  condition 
to  get  out  of  the  city. 

The  first  week  in  May  she  was  sent  into  the  country  with  the 
supposition,  to  use  the  language  of  her  husband,  that  she  did  not 
"  require  any  more  treatment  than  change  of  air,  rest  and  quiet. 

She,  however,  was  yet  an  invalid,  with  much  suffering,  on  the 
first  of  June,  and  I  was  requested  to  prescribe.  The  patient  told 
me  that  she  had  not  been  free  from  a  vaginal  discharge,  the  most 
of  it  of  a  bloody  character,  since  the  miscarriage.  Much  of  the 
time  she  had  uterine  pains,  and  was  unable  to  walk  with  any 
comfort.  Ability  to  walk,  after  bleeding  two  and  a  half  months 
is  evidence  of  considerable  vital  force.  ' 

In  diagnosticating  the  case  I  concluded  that  the  symptoms 
should  be  attributed  to  some  other  cause  than  mere  weakness 
The  patient  thought  she  had  been  very  careful  about  vaginal 
cleanliness,  and,  as  for  a  longtime  the  fountain  syringe  was  em- 
.  ployed,  she  appeared  to  be  somewhat  surprised  when  I  told  her 
that  she  had  not  been  sufficiently  so.    The  treatment  now  given 
was  more  of  a  direct  than  general  character.    The  putrid,  exhaust- 
ing discharges  from  the  vagina  showed  trouble  enough,  without 
any  other  sign,  to  suggest  an  effort  for  their  suppression.    That  a 
filthy  sore,  no  matter  from  what  cause,  is  benefitted  by  soakin* 
and  cleansing  is  generally  admitted.  ° 
I  directed  the  vagina  injector  to  be  charged  with  warm  and 
strong  suds  from  common  soft  soap,  and  to  be  applied  to  the 
mouth  of  the  womb.    The  instrument  thus  charged  was  kept  in 
l7;r,a  ?  half  7  >lour'  and  ™*  twice  a  day.    It  is  claimed 
hat  the  suds  were  held  in  such  a  form,  and  during  a  sullicie.it 
time  to  be  earned  into  the  uterine  cavity.    At  first,  relief  was 
produced,  but  in  about  four  days  the  uterine  pains  and  dfecbaifees 
increased     I  prescribed  a  decoction  of  capsicum  and  raspberry 
leaves  to  be  drank  every  hour  excepting  eating  and  sleeping hoj. 
I  also  ordered  a  vaginal  injection,  composed  of  tannin  and  glycer- 
ine, to  be  used  an  hour  after  the  use  of  the  suds,  and  ffir  thirty 
minutes,  as  the  soap  and  water  were  used    The  nest  day  I 
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directed  the  same  injection  in  the  forenoon,  and  one  composed  of 
four  drops  of  solution  of  persulphate  of  iron  to  a  teaspoonful  of 
glycerine  in  the  afternoon.  These  injections  were  thus  alternated 
for  five  days.  When  the  iron  was  used,  the  suds  were  made  from 
Castile  soap. 

The  result  was,  that  on  the  7th  of  June,  two  and  a  half  months 
after  the  miscarriage  occurred,  the  placenta  was  discharged.  It 
gave  evidence  of  recent  attachment  to  the  uterine  walls,  and 
because  so  recent  had  not  decomposed. 

Weeks  and  months  of  time,  the  prescriptions  of  two  city  physi- 
cians, what  had  been  supposed  to  be  sufficient  vaginal  injections,, 
a  ride  of  over  two  hundred  miles  and  the  tonic  of  country  air,  all, 
jointly,  failed  to  do  what  was  necessary  for  the  patient,  and  what 
was  done  in  less  than  a  week. 

The  case  confirms  my  former  opinion,  based  upon  numerous 
experiments,  that  injections  properly  applied,  and  held  for  a  suffi- 
cient time,  to  the  os  uteri,  will  be  absorbed  and  do  duty,  within 
the  womb.  The  lingering  obstinacy  of  the  case  makes  it  unfair' 
to  think  that  the  thoroughly  applied  injections,  and  chiefly  the 
suds,  did  not  perform  a  direct  work  in  detaching  the  placenta. 

It  has  been  said  that  nature  was  generous  in  giving  to  the 
patient  considerable  power  of  endurance  ;  therefore,  but  little  gen- 
eral treatment  was  necessary  ;  yet  there  was  not  innate  power 
enough  to  cast  off  the  offender,  even  beyond  a  proper  time.  The 
local  trouble  demanded  the  greatest  attention,  as  much  as  though 
it  had  been  a  fractured  or  dislocated  bone.  A  little  medicine  was 
used  ;  the  principal  kinds  were  nervines  and  laxatives. 

The  instrument  used  is  deserving  of  no  small  amount  of  credit, 
because  it  applied  the  injections  where  needed,  retained  them 
there  the  desired  time,  without  disagreeable  or  counteracting 
exposures  of  the  patient,  and  with  less  labor  than  required  by 
any  other  known  way.  The  vagina  injector  essentially  does  for 
the  vagina  and  womb  what  the  sponge  bath,  wet  compress  or 
poultice  does  to  any  external  part.  The  fifth  and  sixth  days  after 
the  placenta  was  discharged  were  the  only  days  the  patient  had 
been  free  from  hemorrhage  since  the  tampon  was  removed.  All 
the  symptoms  justify  a  favorable  prognosis. 

Saratoga  Springs,  K  Y. 


1871.1 


A  Case  in  Practice. 


83 


A  CASE  IN  PRACTICE. 

BY  J.  H.  DYE,  M.  D. 

I  was  called  in  haste  on  the  evening  of  May  5th,  1871,  to  see  a 

child  of  Mr.  C.  S  ,  who  said  it  was  suffering  greatly.  The 

Child/was  a  male,  about  three  months  old.  I  found  it  in  great 
pain,  attended  with  difficulty  of  breathing.  It  had  always  been 
considered  healthy.  That  afternoon  it  had  worried  and  been  very 
restless,  and  was  covered  with  a  cold  sweat. 

The  child  having  had  a  gathering  in  the  head  previously,  the 
mother  had  been  "doctoring  "  it  for  that,  but,  the  patient  growing 
worse.  I  had  been  summoned.  On  examination  I  found  the  pulse 
T6jy  quick  and  irregular;  the  tongue  morbidly  clear,  with  red 
edges  and  tip  ;  the  eyes  very  dull  arid  lustreless;  the  countenance 
slightly  jaundiced.  There  was  an  erysipelatous  patch  over  the 
right  lung,  extending  well  into  the  axilla;  also  another  on  the 
right  side  of  the  dorsal  portion  of  the  spine.  In  the  right  hepatic 
region  was  a  large  swelling,  raising  the  ribs  and  entire  parietes 
outward  nearly  or  quite  two  inches,  and  extending  over  a  space 
of  about  five  inches  laterally  and  three  vertically,  causing  a  lateral 
curvature  of  the  child's  body. 

The  mother  informed  me  that  she  had  dressed  the  child  at  noon 
and  had  not  observed  anything  unusual.  Percussion  threw  no 
light  on  the  case,  as  no  increased  resonance  or  dullness  could  be 
detected,  the  child  straining  once  in  about  three  minutes,  as  if  at 
stool.  There  was  no  cough,  the  bowels  were  regular  and  the 
urine  normal,  although  none  could  be  obtained  for  a  chemical 
test.'  My  prognosis  was  unfavorable.  I  told  the  parents  that  I 
could  not  tell  what  was  the  matter,  but,  judging  from  what  I  could 
see,  I  thought  their  child  would  die,  and  I  thought  they  had 
better  secure  the  services  of  some  other  physician  or  call  some  one 
in  consultation.  This  was  not  done,  as  there  was  no  Eclectic 
within  call,  and  our  brethren  of  the  Old  School  are  too  thoroughly 
controlled  by  their  "Code  of  Ethics."  Accordingly,  it  was  de- 
cided that  I  should  treat  the  case.  I  prescribed  as  follows  : 
U.  Rhei,  grs.  v. 
Leptandri,  grs.  x. 
Podophyllin,  grs.  ss. 
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M.Ft.pulvis  et  div.  in  chart  num.  x.  Signa,  unum  omni  tertia 
hora. 

I>.  01.  Terebinths,  gtt.  ij,  omni  tertia  hora. 
I>.  Tinct.  Aconiti,  gtt.  x. 

Eld.  Ext.  Gelseminii,  gtt.  xx. 
Spts.  iEth.  Nitrosi,  3  ij. 
Aqua,  §iv. 
M.  Signa,  coch.  parv.  omni  bora. 
As  a  local  application,  I  ordered  tincture  of  veratrum,  diluted 
and  kept  applied  to  the  erysipelatous  patches,  alkaline  baths,  etc., 
the  terebinths  to  be  dispensed  with  after  four  doses,  and  the 
powders,  when  they  had  acted  on  the  bowels,  to  be  suspended  for 
twelve  hours. 

May  6th.  No  improvement.  The  bowels  had  moved  freely ; 
the  patient  also  had  micturated  freely.  The  skin  was  dry ;  the 
pulse  quicker  and  feebler  than  yesterday ;  the  child  was  stupid, 
except  at  intervals,  when  it  appeared,  in  great  pain ;  the  tongue 
dry,  covered  with  a  brownish  fur.  The  swelling  noticed  yesterday 
had  extended  up  the  right  lung  to  the  chin,  and  breathing  was 
performed  with  great  difficulty,  with  intervals  of  ease.  It  had  not 
taken  any  nourishment.  The  erysipelatous  patches  had  not  spread, 
but  were  more  livid ;  no  fluctuation.  The  swelling  extended 
over  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  slight  dullness  was  ob- 
served on  percussion,  but  no  cough.  I  continued  the  treatment 
except  the  terebinths,  and  added  to  the  aconite  and  gelseminum 
solution,  in  the  same  proportions  as  the  previous,  two  grains  of 
sulphate  of  morphia,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  pain.  .  Be- 
lieving the  child  would  soon  die,  I  told  the  parents  that  I  would 
not  come  again  except  there  was  a  change  and  they  sent  for  me. 

May  7th.  I  saw  patient  by  request.  It  had  been  having  con- 
vulsions all  night.  The  bowels  had  been  freely  acted  on,  and  the 
stools  were  of  a  dark  green  color.  Fluctuation  was  manifest  in 
the  erysipelatous  patches,  the  extremities  cold  and  the  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible.  The  tongue  was  pale  and  flabby,  with  a 
whitish  yellow  coating ;  the  eyes  sunken  and  apparently  sight- 
less, with  pupils  dilated.  The  swelling  was  more  evenly  distrib- 
uted over  the  whole  abdomen  and  thorax,  no  difference  being 
manifest  on  percussion.    I  made  no  prescription,  but  requested 
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the  privilege  of  making  a  post  mortem  examination  when  death 
had  supervened. 

May  12.  I  was  summoned,  and  learned  that  the  convulsions 
had  continued  till  the  last.  The  post  mortem  examination  was 
made  five  hours  after  death. 

The  erysipelatous  patches  had  suppurated  beneath  the  cellular 
tissue  and  burrowed  along  the  arm.  A  bloody  pus  was  dis- 
charged at  the  elbow.  The  swelling  was  all  gone.  The  body  was 
very  yellow.  On  opening  the  abdominal  cavity  I  found  the 
stomach  and  intestines  nearly  empty  ;  the  liver  was  very  large, 
friable,  easily  broken  down,  with  numerous  small  blisters  from  -J- 
to  i  an  inch  in  diameter,  distributed  over  its  superior  surface,  and 
filled  with  an  opaque  sero-purulent  fluid  ;  the  gall-bladder  con- 
tained bile  in  small  quantities;  the  spleen  was  enlarged,  inflamed, 
with  a  small  portion  of  its  anterior  part  friable. 

I  now  opened  into  the  thorax  and  found  the  posterior  lobes  of 
the  right  lung  in  a  state  of  gray  hepatization  ;  the  anterior  lobe 
was  healthy  ;  the  right  pleural  cavity  was  partially  filled  with  a 
dark  bloody  fluid ;  the  pleura  inflamed ;  the  left  lung  healthy. 
Some  slight  traces  of  inflammation  were  found  on  the  right  side  of 
the  heart.  I  did  not  open  the  cranium,  but  the  sinuses  were  forced 
open,  as  in  hydrocephalus. 


PERISCOPE. 

On  the  Symjrtoms  of  Salivary  or  Amylaceous  Dyspepsia.    By  Dr. 

COUTARBT. 

Salivary  or  amylaceous  dyspepsia  proceeds  from  the  faulty 
digestion  of  starchy  elements.  Whatever  be  the  cause  which 
may  have  given  rise  to  it,  it  is  always  produced  when  there  is  any 
alteration,  diminution,  or  absence  of  saliva. 

The  persons  most  commonly  afiected  are  smokers,  ecclesiastics, 
lawyers,  and  the  laic  and  religious  instructors  of  both  sexes  ; 
those  who  expend  much  saliva  in  the  exercise  of  their  profession  ; 
those  who  masticate  badly  because  they  have  few  or  no  teeth  : 
and  such  persons,  as,  for  instance,  doctors  and  busy  people,  who 
eat  too  quickly.    Certain  unhealthy  callings,  the  abuse  of  medi- 
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cines  aud  of  alcoholic  drinks,  irregular  meals,  violent  passions, 
convalescence  from  serious  maladies,  etc.,  also  determine  this 
form  of  dyspepsia,  which  reigns  endemically  during  the  days  of 
fasting  and  carnival. 

The  amylaceous  dyspepsia  generally  commences  one  hour  after 
each  meal ;  it  may,  however,  be  felt  sooner  or  later.  It  begins 
most  frequently  by  a  more  or  less  painful  sensation  of  weight,  of 
abdominal  oppression,  and  epigastric  fulness,  attended  with  a  de- 
sire to  loosen  the  clothes.  The  development  of  gas  produces 
bruits  in  the  stomach,  sharp  pains,  eructations,  and  pyrosis.  The 
rejected  matters  are  inodorous,  or,  rather,  they  recall  the  taste  of 
the  food  ;  they  are  sometimes  vinous,  acid,  bitter,  and  even  sharp 
and  scalding.  These  morbid  symptoms  correspond  to  the  succes- 
sive periods  of  the  glycosic,  alcoholic,  acetic,  lactic,  and  butyric 
fermentation.  One  linds  also  in  the  evolution  of  this  dyspepsia 
the  progressive  regularity  of  phenomena  which  is  manifested  in 
the  artificial  fermentation  of  amylaceous  substances. 

The  digestive  tube,  irritated  by  an  alimentary  mass,  and  per- 
meated by  abnormal  juices,  revolts  against  these,  and  endeavors 
to  relieve  itself  by  the  superior  outlet.  Hence  result  nausea,  at- 
tempts to  vomit  and  even  actual  vomiting.  At  other  times  there 
is  piyalism,  and  an  accumulation  of  clear  mucus,  acid,  alkaline, 
or  saline  fluid,  and  occasionally  of  phlegm,  either  between  or  dur- 
ing meals. 

During  this  period  the  food  arrives  in  the  duodenum,  and  there 
gives  rise  to  analogous  phenomena  :  palpitations,  colds,  painful 
stitches,  and  an  effusion  of  intestinal  gas.  It  is  necessary  to  re- 
mark that  this  gas  is  generally  free  from  bad  odor,  announcing  a 
putrid  decomposition  of  the  nitrogenous  elements.  Constipation 
is,  so  to  speak,  the  rule  in  amylaceous  dyspepsia. 

The  development  of  gas  often  excites  painful  cramps  in  the 
umbilical  and  hypochondriac  regions,  and  gives  rise  to  lancinating 
and  painful  stitches  in  the  shoulders,  below  the  heart,  and  even 
under  the  sternum.  These  pains  may  be  produced  independently 
of  the  intervention  of  gas,  by  the  special  sensibility  of  the  splanch- 
nic nerves ;  whatever  may  be  the  cause,  intercostal  neuralgia 
seated  over  the  cardiac  region  is  frequently  met  with  in  amylace- 
ous dyspepsia. 

Hiccough,  spasmodic  cough,  palpitations,  precordial  oppression, 
stifling  sensations,  and  vertigo  are  to  be  explained  by  reflex  action. 
It  is  to  this  reaction  of  the  stomach  upon  the  brain  that  are  to  be 
attributed  yawning,  muscular  apathy,  pallor  or  congestion  of  the 
face,  somnolence,  cephalalgia,  and  neuralgic  tic,  during  the  day, 
and  sleeplessness,  agitation,  and  nightmare  during  the  night. 

Notwithstanding  this  accumulation  of  morbid  manifestations, 
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the  amylaceous  dyspeptic  has  apparent  good  health ;  he  rarely 
gets  thin.  Still  the  tongue  may  be  white,  or  spotted  with  red 
points  at  the  apex,  and  the  appetite  is  irregular.  By  making  in- 
quiries of  the  patient  one  learns  that  he  digests  starchy  food 
badly,  and  he  suffers  more  from  eating  a  scanty  meal  than  when 
he  has  eaten  meat. 

This  form  of  dyspepsia  is,  without  contradiction,  the  most  com- 
mon of  all ;  out  of  100  patients  who  are  treated  in  private  prac- 
tice, 25,  at  least,  are  dyspeptics  ;  and  in  every  100  cases  of  dys- 
pepsia, one  may  count  upon,  without  exaggeration,  60  in  which 
the  amylaceous  form  is  complained  of. 

In  addition,  amylaceous  dyspepsia  is  nearly  always  an  essential 
form;  general  causes  specially  rise  to  the  hypochondriacal  form 
of  dyspepsia.  There  is  probably  only  one  general  cause  which 
may  induce  amylaceous  dyspepsia :  this  is  the  anaemia  of  young 
people  and  the  chlorosis  of  young  women  and  girls. 

Amylaceous  dyspepsia  is  to  be  cured  by  attention  to  regimen, 

alkaline  salts,  and  by  maltine;  in  the  majority  of  cases  by  mal-   £ 

tine  alone. — Gazette  Ilebdomadaire.    Druggist's  Clerk. 


On  the  Production  of  Hemorrhage,  Ancemia,  and  Emphysema  in  the 
Lungs  by  injuries  to  the  Base  of  the  Brain.  — (  By  C.  E.  Brown- 
Sequard,  M.  D.,  &c.  ) 

My  object  in  this  short  paper  is  to  call  the  attention  of  practit- 
ioners to  some  experimental  facts  which  in  connexion  with  a  great 
many  clinical  facts,  show  how  frequently  the  lungs  are  altered 
consecutively  to  a  lesion  of  the  brain.  In  making  experiments 
on  the  comparative  locality  of  injuries  to  the  left  and  to  the  right 
sides  of  the  brain,  I  found,  a  year  ago,  that  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quent causes  of  death,  when  it  does  not  occur  immediately  or 
very  soon  after  wounds  of  the  brain,  guinea-pigs  especially,  was 
pneumonia.  I  was  led  by  this  fact  to  perform  a  large  number  of  ex- 
periments to  ascertain  the  immediate  effects  of  an  injury  to  the  brain 
on  the  lungs.  The  results  obtained  were  startling;  in  almost  all  cases 
of  injuries  by  crushing  or  section  of  the  pons  Varolii,  ecchymoses 
were  found  in  the  lungs.  Sometimes  the  whole  lung  was  crowd- 
ed with  blood,  and  real  pulmonary  apoplexy  existed.  In  some  in- 
stances the  elfusion  took  place  in  the  bronchial  tubes.  Injuries  to 
other  parts  of  the  base  of  the  brain,  especially  the  crura  cerebri 
and  the  crura  eerebrilli,  sometimes  are  followed  by  the  same 
effects  on  the  lung,  and  it  is  extremely  probable  that  a  slight  pres- 
sure upon  the  pons  Varolii  by  etfused  blood  is  sufficient  to  pro- 
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duce  it.  Injuries  to  the  medulla  oblongata  and  to  the  spinal  cord 
have  but  very  rarely  (only  in  three  or  four  experiments  out  of  a 
great  many)  caused  an  effusion  of  blood  in  the  lungs.  This  is 
the  more  remarkable  that  without  any  doubt,  the  nerve  fibres  go- 
ing from  the  pons  Varolii  to  the  lung,  which  cause  the  rupture  of 
small  blood-vessels  in  this  viscus,  pass  through  the  medulla  ob- 
longata and  the  cervicle  part  of  the  spinal  cord.  Many  experi- 
ments have  shown  me  that  it  is  not  through  the  par  vagum, 
but  through  the  sympathetic  nerve,  especially  by  its  spinal  roots, 
which  throw  themselves  in  the  first  throracic  ganglion,  that  the  pe- 
culiar influence  of  the  irritated  pons  Varolii  exerts  itself  in  pro- 
ducing a  pulmonery  hemorrhage. 

Many  experiments,  some  of  them  made  with  the  help  of  an  in- 
genious physiologist,  Dr.  J.  S.  Lombard,  of  Boston,  U.  S.,  have 
shown  me  that  the  condition  of  the  lung,  as  regards  distension  or 
collapse  of  the  air  cell,  does  not  materially  change  the  effect  pro- 
duced on  the  lungs  by  the  crushing  or  a  wound  of  the  pons  Varolii. 
I  have  filled  the  lungs  (the  throax  opened  sometimes)  with  as  much 
air  as  insufflation  could  push  in,  and  seen  ecchymoses,  small  or 
large,  appear  at  once,  or  almost  at  once,  after  the  irritation  of  the 
pons.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  withdrawn  as  much  as  I  could 
the  air  contained  in  the  lungs,  and  ascertained  that  ecchymoses 
appeared  then,  as  in  the  preceding  experiments,  from  the  same 
cause.  It  is  not  essential  at  all  that  there  be  a  continuation  of 
breathing  after  an  injury  to  the  pons  for  a  production  of  hemor- 
rhage in  the  lungs.  Indeed,  in  all  cases  of  crushing  and,  in  a 
great  many  of  the  cases  of  section  of  the  pons  Varolii  which  I  have 
performed,  the  kind  of  syncope  which  I  have  described  as  the  res- 
pitory  syncope  (imbibition  of  respiration)  exist  at  once  after  the 
lesion  ;  and  notwithstanding  this  complete  cessation  of  respiratory 
movements,  the  breaking  of  small  blood-vessels  takes  place  in  the 
lungs. 

A  lesion  in  one  of  the  lateral  halves  of  the  pons  produces  gener- 
ally a  much  greater  effect  in  the  lung  on  the  opposite  side  than  in 
the  one  on  the  same  side. 

The  above  experiments  have  been  made  on  guinea-pigs ;  but  in 
two  rabbits  and  three  cats  I  have  found  that  the  section  or  crush- 
ing of  the  pons  Varolii  produced  also  hemorrhage  in  the  lungs. 

A  hemorrhage  is  not  the  only  immediate  effect  that  can  be  ob- 
served after  an  irritation  of  the  base  of  the  brain  by  crushing  or 
cutting  ;  an  ana3mic  condition,  oedema,  and  emphysema  can  also 
be  produced.  Some  small  parts  of  the  lungs  are  found  perfectly 
white,  and,  according  to  the  examination  of  a  distinguished  micro- 
grapher,  M.  liauvier,  who  has  kindly  helped  me  in  some  of  these 
researches,  absolutely  deprived  of  blood,  no- doubt  through  a  spasm 
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of  the  blood-vessels,  having  emptecl  them  of  their  contents.  This 
may  occur  after  injuries  of  almost  all  parts  of  the  base  of  the  brain, 
but  especially  the  pons  Yarolii.  Not  so  as  regards  oedema,  which 
pincipally  appears  after  an  injury  to  the  medulla  oblongata. 
Looking  at  a  lung  in  which  such  an  alteration  exist,  one  observes 
one  or  several  grayish  spots,  generally  circular,  and  of  the  size 
of  the  head  of  a  pin,  protruding  as  a  part  of  a  sphere  from  the 
surface  of  the  lung.  This  pearl -like  part  of  the  lung,  according 
to  my  able  friend,  M.  Rauvier,  contains  a  good  deal  of  serum,  and 
its  minute  blood-vessels  are  filled  with  the  white  corpuscles  of 
blood,  and  free  from  red  corpuscles.  This  is,  indeed,  a  most  won- 
derful fact,  and  the  more  so  that  this  change  in  the  contents  of 
the  pulmonary  capillaries  is  immediate. 

The  last  effect  I  intend  to  mention  of  an  injury  to  the  base  of 
the  brain  on  the  lungs  is  already  known  to  experimenters ;  I  mean 
emphysema.  But  what  I  will  state  about  it  is  a  new  and  very 
remarkable  fact,  which  does  not  agree  with  the  reigning  theories 
of  the  mode  of  production  of  emphysema.  It  is,  that  this  morbid 
condition  can  appear  wdien  not  a  single  respiratory  movement 
takes  place,  after  an  irritation  of  the  base  of  the  brain  either  by 
crushi  Dg  or  cutting. 

When  I  publish  the  details  of  my  experiments  on  the  influence 
of  injuries  to  the  brain  on  the  lungs,  I  will  show  that,  in  man, 
diseases  of,  or  injuries  to,  the  brain  very  frequently  produce  or- 
ganic alterations  in  the  lungs.  I  will  content  myself  here,  to 
prove  the  frequency  of  that  morbid  influence  of  the  brain  on  the 
pulmonary  organs,  to  state  that  out  of  188  cases  of  organic  disease 
of  the  brain,  recorded  by  Calmeil,*  there  was  a  morbid  state  of 
the  lungs,  especially  inflammation,  in  more  than  sixty  cases — i.  e., 
in  one  case  out  of  three.  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  patients  at- 
tacked with  brain  diseases  die  from  disease  of  the  lungs  caused 
by  that  of  the  central  organ  of  the  nervous  system. — London 
Lancet. 


Bead  Weights  among  Eclectics.     {By  W.  H.  Davis,  M.D.,  Spring- 
field, III.) 

WHAT  is  meant  by  dead  weights  we  are  not  prepared  to  say, 
unless  it  means  those  drones  among  us  who  do  but  little  and  say 
much. 

When  the  leaders  of  our  system  started  out  in  what  they  sup- 

*  Traite  des  Maladies  Inflammatoires  du  Cerveau.   Two  Vole.,  Paris,  1S50. 
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posed  to  be  a  reform  in  medicine,  they  endeavored  to  get  as  far 
as  possible  from  the  old  school,  believing  that  it  possessed  but 
little  if  any  good,  while  they  at  the  same  time  allied  themselves 
with  the  Botanic  and  Thomsonian  physicians,  the  steam  and 
water  doctors,  and  every  other  system  that  was  in  existence,  that 
they  might  make  a  united  effort  to  stop  at  once,  the  wicked  sys- 
tem then  so  firmly  established. 

Every  evil  and  bad  thing  was  hunted  up  from  the  humble  cot- 
tage to 'the  rich  man's  palace,  and  hurled  in  the  face  of  the  "regu- 
lar," "calling  on  the  world  for  a  witness,"  neither  did  they  con- 
sent to  hold°their  tongue,  until  they  forced  the  so  called  "  regu- 
lar "  to  give  up  his  death  grasp  on  the  human  race. 

Xow  just  as  we  are  about  reaping  the  reward  of  a. hard  fought 
battle,  we. find  our  ranks  filled  with  men  who  stand  in  the  very 
same  shoes  that  were  about  to  be  cast  off  by  the  Allopath. 

What  did  one  of  our  first  authors  say  in  regard  to  the  good 
things  of  which  the  old  school  could  boast?  Did  he  not  say  that 
catnip  and  smartweed  tea  were  far  more  effectual  than  all  of  the 
thousand  much  vaunted  remedies  of  the  old  school? 

Yes,  some  later  have  taught  that  Nature  will  cure  more  than 
all  the  doctors. 

We  had  far  better  call  in  the  man  who  will  feed  us  on  catnip 
tea  than  he  who  attacks  our  weak  stomachs,  teeth,  gums  and 
bones,  with  his  calomel. 

We  know  that  literary  men  are  apt  to  be  carried  by  those  who 
it  is  said  are  learned,  but  while  we  manifest  a  just  regard  for 
learning  that  is  good,  we  ought  to  despise  a  bad  thing,  even  if  it 
does  emanate  from  a  learned  man. 

None  of  us,  if  we  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  hysteria, 
or  some  obscure  disease,  would  like  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
European  Allopathist.  ^ 

One  has  but  to  turn  to  the  London  Lancet  or  Braithwaite  s  Com- 
pendium, to  learn  that  the  old  and  corrupt  system  is  dragging  its 
slow  length  along  in  the  light  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy- 

one.  „  .  . 

As  Eclectics,  we  are  proud  to  boast  of  our  system  that  it  is 
modern,  yes,  glad  to  proclaim  that  it  did  not  have  origin  with  the 
priests  of  the  dark  ages,  but  that  it  arose  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury amono-  an  enlightened  and  democratic  people,  who  only  are 
capable  of  Judging  of  its  good  qualifications  which  they  have  done, 
manifesting  their  approval  by  giving  it  a  massive  welcome. 

It  is  no  time  to  turn  our  backs  upon  the  American  system  of 
medicine,  after  we  have  proven  to  the  world  its  superiority.  Let 
those  who  do  not  like  it,  withdraw.  We  shall  be  better  off  with- 
out them  than  encumbered  with  such  dead  weights  as  must  give 
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an  occasional  dose  of  calomel  that  thej  may  receive  the  commen- 
dation of  their  Allopathic  brethren.  If  Eclecticism  is  ever 
obliged  to  turn  back  it  will  be  through  the  support  of  such  men 
as  these,  rather  than  those  whom  some  denominate  illiterate. — 
Chicago  J  fed,  Times. 


T%e  - 1  merican  Medical  Association. 

The  reports  of  the  recent  session  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  in  San  Francisco,  revive  our  annual  regret  that  the 
transactions  of  the  various  sections  are  not  alone  given  to  the 
general  public,  and  the  business  proceedings  of  the  Association 
kept  in  strictly  professional  secresy.  For  while  verv  creditable 
scientific  work  is  usually  done  in  the  former,  the  publication  of 
which  would  elevate  our  guild  in  popular  estimation,  the  latter 
are  almost  invariably  calculated  to  show  the  proverbial  differings 
of  doctors  in  a  very  unbecoming  light,  and  to  lessen  our  dignity 
ID  the  eves  of  those  who  cannot  understand  the  immense  impor- 
tance which  things  trivial  in  themselves  may  assume  from  a  par- 
ticular point  of  view.  In  the  present  instance,  it  grieves  us  to 
relate  that  these  proceedings  have  led  the  irreverent  secular  press 
of  California  to  describe  the  Association  as  a  "  congregation  of 
impracticable  old  fogies;"  and,  what  is  worse,  that  the  mass  of 
the  non-professional  reading  public  may  actually  be  misled  into 
the  belief  that  the  epithet  is  quite  applicable. 

In  the  absence  of  any  information  as  to  the  scientific  perfor- 
mances of  the  session  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  the  reports 
before  us,  and  from  a  careful  perusal  of  these  we  confess  our 
inabitity  to  learn  that  anything  of  particular  interest  to  the  pro- 
fession lias  been  accomplished.    Somewhat  to  our  surprise,  the 

man  and  brother"  question,  which  furnished  the  sensational 
element  of  last  years  discussion,  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
renewed,  and  its  place  was  inadequately  filled  by  a  comparatively 
tame  dispute  concerning  the  professional  status  of  the  "woman 
and  sister,"  whose  claims,  it  is  almost  needless  to  say,  were  post- 
poned indefinitely.  r 

The  president's  address  commenced,  naturally  enough,  with  a 
compliment  to  the  precocious  development  of  California,  followed 
by  the  conventional  laudation  of  the  share  in  which  the  Associa- 
tion has  borne  in  the  advancement  of  everything  connected  with 
medicine,  except  medical  education.  The  failure  to  accomplish 
any  very  marked  nnprovment  in  this  direction  was  attributed, 
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not  to  any  want  of  wisdom  or  authority  on  the  part  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, but  to  the  immature  condition  of  our  country,  conjoined 
with  the  number  of  competing  medical  schools,  and  the  depend- 
ence of  the  professors  upon  their  class-fees.  It  may  seem  strange 
that  Dr.  Stille,  whose  connection  with  the  scheme  of  feminine 
medical  tuition  has  so  vexed  the  profession  in  Philadelphia  as 
almost  to  entitle  him  to  a  martyr's  crown,  should  take  decided 
ground  against  female  physic ;  but  on,  this  subject  his  address 
gives  very  decided  utterance.  Whilst  admitting  the  legal  right 
of  women  to  practice  medicine,  he  not  only  implies  her  intellectual 
incompetency,  but  broadly  asserts  the  odiousness  of  the  transpo- 
sition of  functions  in  the  moral  or  in  the  social  world.  Man's 
excellence  over  woman,  "even  in  things  for  which  she  is  esteemed 
most  fit,"  is  instanced  by  the  superiority  of  male  cooks,  hair- 
dressers, and  dressmakers,  and,  forgetting  the  high  distinction 
reached  in  literature  by  many  female  writers — forgetting  the 
example  of  Kosa  Bonheur  and  others  of  her  sisterhood — it  is 
affirmed  that  in  the  arts  no  woman  has  ever  risen  far  above 
mediocrity.  Now,  we  unhesitatingly  agree  to  all  that  may  be 
said  in  opposition  to  indiscriminate  medical  instruction  of  both 
sexes ;  but  in  common  justice  we  protest  against  judging  one  sex 
by  a  standard  which  is  not  applied  to  the  other.  How  many  of 
our  own  sex  rise  "  far  above  mediocrity  "  in  medicine  or  in  other 
vocations,  compared  with  the  number  of  those  who  remain  below 
that  level  ?  Out  of  every  hundred  of  the  seventy  odd  thousand 
male  practitioners  in  America,  how  many  possess  more  talents  or 
more  culture  than  the  average  female  graduate  in  medicine  ?  The 
greatest  objection  to  the  upestis  muliebris"  as  Dr.  Stille  calls  it,  in 
our  profession,  is  that  a  certain  set  of  Woman's  Rights  enthusiasts 
would  elevate  the  most  ordinary  female  above  her  male  competi- 
tors, simply  because  she  is  a  woman  ;  let  us  not  pursue  an  equally 
unfair  course  in  the  opposite  direction.  Science  has  no  more 
concern  with  sex  than  with  politics  ;  and  professional  recognition 
should  depend  on  individual  capacity,  regardless  of  all  other 
circumstances.  The  speaker  concluded  with  a  caution  against 
the  abuse  of  alcoholic  stimulants  in  medical  practice. 

The  next  noticeable  piece  of  business  was  a  motion  to  expel  the 
chairman  of  one  of  the  committees  for  the  offense  of  having  written 
a  communication  to  a  homoeopathic  medical  periodical ;  an  action 
which  was  characterized  as  uan  insult  to  every  member  of  the 
Association."  The  article  in  question  we  read  at  the  time  of  its 
publication  ;  but  although  we  wondered  at  the  editor's  extreme 
liberality  in  giving  gratuitous  insertion  to  so  palpable  an  adver- 
tisement of  the  commodities  which  the  writer  had  for  sale,  we 
were  not  sensitive  enough  to  appreciate  the  personal  insult  con- 
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veyed  to  ourselves,  nor  do  we  now  call  to  mind  any  clause  of  the 
Code  of  Ethics  which  forbids  a  medical  writer  to  publish  his 
dissent  from  homoeopathy  in  a  homoeopathic  periodical.  Alto- 
gether undue  importance  has  been  given  by  noisy  declamation  in 
our  own  ranks  to  the  Hahnemannian  fallacy,*  which  would 
probably  have  died  of  inanition  long  ago,  had  not  injudicious 
denunciation  aroused  popular  interest  in  its  behalf. 

The  only  really  exciting  episode  of  the  session,  however,  oc- 
curred on  the  third  day,  apropos  of  the  proposed  amendment  to 
the  constitution  admitting  delegates  from  female  colleges.  Dr. 
Harding,  of  Indiana,  having  innocently  expressed  his  inability  to 
see  whv  female  practitioners,  if  properly  qualified,  should  be  re- 
fused recognition,  Dr.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  undertook  to  explain  the 
full  atrocity  of  the  proposed  measure.  Granting  that  hitherto  the 
rejected  delegates  from  female  schools  had  been  males,  he  pointed 
to  the  horrible  possibility  that  if  the  amendment  were  adopted,  a 
female  representative  might  appear  in  person  and  would  have  to 
be  admitted.  Dr.  Davis  would  ''make  no  comparison  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  relative  sexes  lor  the  medical  profession,''  but  he 
would  simply  say,  "Let  the  female  remain  in  her  sphere,  and  I 
will  remain  in  mine,"'  which  sentiment  would  doubtless  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  female  aforesaid  as  final,  if  it  were  not  that  she 
might  object  to  the  speaker's  right  to  determine  her  sphere  as 
well  as  his  own,  and  adduce  the  male  cooks,  hair-dressers,  and 
modistes  quoted  by  Dr.  Stille  as  examples  of  the  varying  bound- 
aries of  spheres  in  general.  Dr.  King,  of  Pennsylvania,  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  if  professional  relations  with  medical 
women  were  to  unfit  one  for  recognition,  the  Association  must 
ostracise  its  President.  Several  other  gentlemen  followed  in 
debate  on  either  side,  and  the  result  was  that  the  question  was 
left  just  as  it  was  in  the  beginning. 

We  have  briefly  set  forth  the  above  opinions  to  show  in  what 
peril  the  profession  in  this  city  is  unconsciously  standing.  Xot 
only  is  the  dangerous  female  element  encountered  in  consultations 
and  abetted  in  the  evil  work  of  lecturing  to  petticoated  pupils, 
but  several  of  our  medical  organizations,  including  the  chartered 
Society  of  the  County,  have  elected  women  to  membership.  And 
so  iiiM.lious  are  the  ways  of  womanhood  that,  according  to  our  ob- 
servation, these  have  uniformily  comported  themselves  with  even 
more  dignity  than  usually  marks  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 
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REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Diseases  of  Women;  their  Causes,  Prevention,  and  Radical 
Cure.    By  Gteo.  H.  Taylor,  M.  IX 

In  this  work,  Doctor  Taylor  has  endeavored  to  show  the  practi- 
cability of  remedying  the  ailments  of  the  organs  within  the  pelvis 
by  strengthening  their  natural  supports — as  though  those  organs 
had  a  vitality  and  being  of  their  own,  the  impairment  of  which  con- 
stituted the  cause  of  their  different  maladies.  This  appears  to  be 
correct,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  far  less  liable  to  disease  than 
other,  parts  of  the  physical  structure  ;  and  not  more  so,  as  some  pro- 
fessional gynecologists  seem  to  inculcate.  We  are  glad  that  Dr. 
Taylor  affirms  as  much,  for  he  thus  prepares  the  mind  of  patients 
for  recovering  from  their  ailments,  and  for  doing  what  will  effect 
such  recovery.  Care,  treatment,  and  discipline,  with  medicine  hold- 
ing a  secondary  place  in  consideration,  are  surest  to  effect  a  cure, 
as  intelligent  physicians  know ;  and  this  book,  written  for  every- 
body to  read,  takes  that  view  of  the  matter — for  which  reason  it 
ought  to  be  read. 


State  Insane  Asylums.  Report  of  the  Board  of  State  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Charities  of  the  State  of  New  York,  relating 
to  the  Insane,  and  the  Capacity  and  Cost  of  the  Several  State  In- 
sane Asylums.    Transmitted  to  the  Legislature. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.#  Charles  S.  Hoyt,  the  accomplished  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Board  of  Public  Charities,  for  a  copy  of  this  val- 
uable report,  compiled  by  himself,  and  presenting  it  in  concise  form 
the  important  information  with  which  it  abounds.  We  agree  with 
the  report,  that  the  asylums  now  building  are  too  costly,  thus  con- 
stituting a  burden  to  the  people  of  the  State  ;  whereas,  they  should 
be  but  a  charity,  to  be  cheerfully  provided,  and  characterized,  in 
every  respect,  by  a  true  economy. 

The  justness  of  this  criticism  is  shown  by  the  following  statistics : 
The  State  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Utica — cost  of  buildings,  furniture, 
medicines,  etc.,  $661,065.58.  Willard  Asylum  for  the  Chronic  In- 
sane, do.,  446,998.44 ;  the  entire  estimated  cost  being  $728,727.11. 
The  Hudson  River  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  $641,844.05  ;  the 
estimated  cost  being  $1,200,000.  The  Buffalo  State  Asylum  for  the 
Insane,  estimated  at  $300,000.  The  State  Homoeopathic  Hospital 
at  Middletown,  estimated  cost,  $360,000.  Making  a  total  of 
$3,749,792.69,  for  a  capacity  of  accommodating  2,600  persons. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1870,  there  were  4,484  persons  in  Insane 
Institutions,  as  follows :  In  State  Asylums,  925 ;  in  institutions  re- 
ceiving State  aid,  148  ;  in  New  York  and  Kings  Counties,  1,967 ;  in 
county  poor-houses  and  asylums,  1,444.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
Counties  of  New  York,  Kings,  Erie,  Jefferson,  Monroe,  Oneida,  and 
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Onondaga,  will  provide  for  their  own  lunatics— about  2,500  in  all — 
leaving  only  about  2,000  to  be  kept  in  the  State  Asylums,  of  whom 
1,500  will  be  chronic  cases.  The  asylums  now  built,  or  going  up, 
are  sufficient  for  2,600;  showing  that  no  additional  outlay  will  be 
required  for  years  in  the  way  of  providing  new  buildings.  The 
Board  of  Public  Charities  accordingly  asks,  very  properly,  that  the 
whole  matter  shall  in  future  be  confided  to  their  hands,  and  that  the 
wh«»h>  Bystem  of  expenditure  shall  be  revised.  We  accord  with  this 
view  ;  only  adding  our  voice  in  favor  of  a  thorough  revision,  at  the 
same  time*  of  the  entire  jurisprudence  of  insanity. 


The  Medical  World.  A  Monthly  Journal  of  American  and 
Foreign  Medical,  Physiological,  Surgical,  and  Chemical  Litera- 
ture, Criticism,  and  News.  Edited  by  Reuben  A.  Vance,  31.  D. 
New  York.    William  Baldwin  &>  Co.,  Publishers. 

This  is  a  very  attractive,  new  monthly,  the  initial  number  of 
which  was  issued  in  July.  We  are  much  pleased,  both  with  its  ap- 
pearance and  contents.  We  would  recommend  it  to  the  favorable 
attention  of  our  readers.    The  subscription  price  is  81.50  per  annum. 

Western  Medical  Advance,  and  Progress  of  Pharmacy.  An 
Illustrated  Quarterly  Journal.  Edited  by  W.  H.  Lathrop,  31.  D. 
Detroit,  Michigan. 

We  have  received  the  June  number  of  this  new  quarterly. 


Three  Cases  of  Imperforate  Anus ;  with  Remarks,  by  J.  H. 
Pooley,  M.  D.  Yonkers,  X.  Y.  Reprinted  from  the  American 
Journal  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  IVomen  and  Children. 
May,  1870. 


The  "  Fibrinous  Crasis ; "  its  Cause,  a  Loss  of  Albumen 
from  the  Blood.  By  Pvollin  E.  Gregg.  M.  D.  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Reprinted  from  the  Homoeopathic  Quarterly,  1SV0. 


Beneficial  Results  from  the  Use  of  Mechanical  Appli- 
ances in  Potts'  Disease  of  the  Spine.  Illustrated  with 
Cases.  By  Jacob  A.  Wood,  M.  D.  New  York.  From  the  New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  and  the  American  Medical  Tim<;s. 


The  Medical  and  Scientific  Circular  and  College  Regis- 
ter, for  1871,  contains  Choice  Selections  from  the  most  Emi- 
nent Authorities  on  the  most  Recent  Discoveries  in  Medical  and 
Surgical  Science,  etc.,  etc.  New  York.  William  Baldwin  &  Co., 
Publishers. 
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Od,  or  Odo-Magnetic  Force ;  and  Explanation  of  its  Influence 
on  Homoeopathic  Medicines,  from  the  Odic  Stand-point,  with 
Opinions  of  Medical  Homoeopathic  Authorities  on  the  Sanative 
Effects  of  Od  Preparations,  etc.  By  Robert  Rohland,  M.  D. 
New  York,  1871. 


Therapeutic  Powers  and  Properties  of  Wild  Cherry  and 
its  Preparations^  with  a  Synopsis  of  the  Properties  of  other 
Valuable  Remedies.  By  Tilden  &  Co.  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y., 
and  1*76  William  St.,  New  York. 


Lee  and  Shepard's  Monthly  Bulletin  of  New  Publica- 
tions. Designed  as  a  Medium  for  the  Announcement  of  New 
and  Forthcoming  Books,  etc.  July,  1871.  Boston  and  New 
York. 


A  Classified  Catalogue  of  Books,  arranged  for  the  Conve- 
nience of  Book  Buyers,  etc.  New  York.  Carlton,  Publisher. 
1871. 


Stieger's  Literarischer  Monatshericht.    E.  Stieger.  New 
York,  1871. 


The  American  Institute  and  its  Mission. 


Woman's  Medical  College  of  the  New  York  Infirmary, 

182  Second  Avenue.  Annual  Catalogue  Announcement.  New  * 
York,  1871. 


EDITORIAL. 

MEDICAL  MOVEMENTS  MADE  MOTIONLESS, 

Governor  Hoffman,  himself  the  son  of  an  old  school  physician, 
appears  to  be  more  than  usually  discriminating  in  matters  pertaining 
to  medicine.  He  appointed  as  Health  Officer  of  the  port  of  New 
York,  Doctor  J.  M.  Carnochan,  a  man  who  long  ago  set  the  mediae- 
val and  tenebrceval  code  of  ethics  at  defiance ;  and  when  he  was 
mayor  of  this  city  he  showed  favor  to  homceopathists  and  eclectics 
It  can  be  said  also  to  be  without  partiality.  At  the  last  session  of 
the  legislature,  a  bill  passed  both  houses,  providing  for  the  creation 
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of  an  additional  degree  to  be  conferred  upon  certain  physician*  by 
the  regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  X,w  York.  It  had 
been  prepared  under  the  auspices  of  the  Homoeopathic  State  Medical 
Society.  After  retaining  it  a  month  after  the  legislature  had 
adjourned,  he  transmitted  it  unsigned  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  1  * 

A  like  untimely  fate  was  encountered  by  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Jefferson  Medical  University,"  which  had  been  introduced  and 
furthered  by  Hon.  George  L.  Loutrel.  The  institution  proposed 
was  m  no  sense  a  university,  nor  was  there  any  reasonable  probabil- 
ity that  it  would  have  ever  become  reputable.  A  kindred  concern 
had  been  chartered  in  1S70  by  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  and 
became  involved  in  the  imputation  of  selling  medical  decrees 
Governor  Hoffman  anticipated  the  matter  by  withholding  his  sig- 
nature. 6 

The  bill  of  Senator  Creamer,  providing  for  a  Commission  of  Lunacy 
M  tie-  city  oi  New  York,  which  did  not  become  a  law,  was  carefully 
prepared,  but  was  open  to  the  objection  that  it  created  a  standing 
board  ot  certain  physicians  who  constitute  a  peculiar  guild,  and  pre- 
fess  to  make  a  specialty  of  psychological  medicine.    Xo  man  how- 
ever  skillful  in  mental  science  and  disorders,  would  have  been  eligi- 
ble to  appointment  except  by  their  consent.    Protestants  against 
the  despotism  of  the  code  of  ethics,  and  rebels  against  the  secret 
medical  fraternities  seeking  to  monopolize  the  choicest  practice  in 
this  city,  cannot  approve  of  such  a  measure.    A  law  "to  protect 
people  from  the  infamous  practices  of  unscrupulous  doctors,  private 
lunatic  asylum,  and  cruel  relatives,  in  shutting  up  their  victims  on 
pretenses  of  lunacy,"  ought  to  be  uniform  and  general  throughout 
theentiw  state.    There  should  never  be  one  special  commission  ore- 
•ted,  a.  the  Creamer  bill  provided.    This  would  make  the  matter 
poetical,  and  defeat  many  of  the  benefits.    The  provisions  of  the 
Hasted  bill  included  a  non-partisan,  impartial  and  competent  com- 
mission m  each  case  of  alleged  Lunacy,  and  embraced  every  county 
'       H  ™  '!,,t  Dre88ed  w«  ™  »<  «  ^ss  to  explain  ;  but  it  was  the 
only  suitable  measure  proposed.    We  expect  it  to  be  enacted  another 
winter,  and  that  the  governor  will  approve. 

|  The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  is  more  completely  under  the 
mfluenceoi  the  old  school  than  similar  bodies  in  other 'state.  •  and 
aceordu.gly,  refused  an  appropriation  to  a  homeopathic  hospital  in 
Philadelphia.    Very  natural,  however,  for  medical  bigotry  carries 
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.  very  high  hand  in  that  state.  Even  the  trustees  and  faculty  of  the 
Female  Medical  College  in  that  state,  upon  whom  the  State  Medical 
Society  annually  bestows  ribaldry  and  humiliate,  and  whose  stu- 
dent are  with  its  approval  insulted  at  the  hospital  climques  hck  the 
before  their  su^oilipus  adversaries,  and  co-operate  with  them 
browbeating  aud  vilifying  women  physicians  graduating  at  other 
colleges.    So  there  is  no  occasion  to  wonder  that  the  legislature  is 

not  liberal.  .  .  f 

But  one  good  thing  was  done,  for  which  medical  practitioners  of 
all  lools  ought  to  be  grateful.  It  has  made  the  puttee  £  vend- 
5nS  spurious  diplomas  a  penal  offense,  putting  a  stop  to  the  frauds  o 
Z  .'Zerican  University  of  Philadelphia,"  under  its  numerous 
name*  Let  the  legislatures  of  New  Jersey  and  other  states  do  be 
LnrAing,  if  literacy  and  collegiate  distinctions  are  to  be  accounted 
honors  to  those  possessing  them. 

Meanwhile  the  abject  slaves  of  the  ethics,  persist  m 
and  hopeless  labor  of  retaining  the  monopoly  of  the  business  ot. 
treatinfthe  sick.    Doctor  Van  Aernam  has  been  compelled  to  re- 

their  prosecutors  than  their  professional  misconduct.    It  maj  be  so 
but  the  endeavors  of  the  Washington  doctors  to  adjust  and  enfo.ee 
Z  standard  of  orthodoxy  excites  only  contempt.    John  Ban  an 

•  ,  \n  the  "Pilgrim's  Progress"— one  dead  and  the  otner 
Z%T-2tL  Active.  People  will  seek  to  be  cured  by 
" nt  ar"  means  in  preference  to  dying  by  prescribed  rule  Can- 
ute d'k  not  make  the  tide  obey  him ;  Mrs.  Partington  armed ^ 
Uer    room,  was  not  heeded  by  the  swelling  ocean ;  and  no  medical 
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Joshua  at  Washington,  or  anywhere  else,  will  be  obeyed  when  com- 
manding the  sun  and  moon  to  stand  still.  Certainly  the  sun  will 
not,  for  them  all,  move  ten  degrees  backward. 


THE  PSYCHICAL  ORIGIN  OF  THE  INTELLECT  DEMONSTRATED. 

Another  pamphlet,  to  combat  the  modern  protoplasm  theory,  has 
been  written  by  William  Hitchman,  M.D.,  of  Liverpool,  England, 
and  appears  to  be  an  unanswerable  demonstration  of  the  spiritual  as 
will  as  psychical  principle  in  man.  We  regret  that  the  writer  has 
enveloped  his  ideas  in  the  obscure  diction  peculiar  to  metaphysicians, 
which  makes  him  almost  unintelligible  to  the  majority  of  readers. 
Indeed,  we  hate  technology  in  common  speech.  A  few  misprints 
also  add  to  the  difficulty. 

Professor  Tyndall  has  propounded  that  every  mental  act — whether 
thought,  sense  or  emotion — every  fact  of  consciousness,  has  a  certain 
definite  molecular  condition  set  up  for  it  in  the  cerebral  organization. 
So  precise  has  he  made  the  matter  as  to  be  able  to  state  it  mathe- 
matically :  "  Given  the  state  of  the  brain,  the  corresponding  thought, 
sense  or  emotion  might  be  inferred;  or  given  the  thought,  sense  or 
emotion,  the  corresponding  state  of  the  brain  might  be  inferred.'" 

Dr.  Hitchman,  in  his  treatise  entitled,  "  The  Anatomy  of  the  In- 
tellect," submits  that  "mental  phenomena  cannot  be  scientifically 
explained  by  our  recent  knowledge  of  cellular  pathology  or  physio- 
logical histology."  A  morbid  change  in  the  minute  structure  of  the 
human  mind  cannot  produce  a  radical  change  in  the  thinking  principle 
itself,  mi  g<  neris;  but  can  only  modify,  from  time  to  time,  its  peculiar 
organic  action.  The  spiritual  essence  itself  is  occasionally,  even  in  this 
life,  independent  of  material  changes  in  the  anatomical  and  physiolog- 
ical constitution  of  the  cerebro-spinal  nervous  system.  The  power  of 
the  soul  over  the  body  has  evidently  given  rise  to  an  immense  number 
of  physical  phenomena,  which,  at  first  sight,  seem  to  belong  to  the  in- 
explicable catagory  of  scientific  marvels.  The  moral  constitution  of 
man  has  an  important  bearing,  not  only  upon  the  intellect,  but  also 
upon  the  causes  and  effects  of  disease  generally,  and  surely  less  upon 
its  successful  treatment. 

The  Doctor  very  justly  declares  that  the  power  which  the  mind 
exercises,  by  the  faculty  of  volition,  over  the  rapid  succession  of  its 
thoughts,  is  a  point  in  the  physical  history  of  intellectual  phenomena 
at  once  and  forever  fatal  to  the  "  exclusively  molecular  process  of 
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human  thought  and  feeling."  Indeed,  "  when  viewed  scientifically, 
mental  principle  has  not  its  seat  in  the  brain  alone ;  numerous  une- 
quivocal and  important  facts  point  to  the  belief  that  the  source  of 
the  passions  is  rather  the  abdominal  and  thoracic  viscera."  This 
may  somewhat  disturb  persons  who  have  received  the  phrenological 
idea  that  the  passions  have  their  seat  in  the  cerebellum ;  yet  Plato 
taught  similarly,  and  in  the  New  Testament  we  find  Jesus  locating 
the  passions  in  the  heart,  and  Paul  in  the  belly  and  the  flesh. 

That  the  mind  is  not  "invariably"  dependent  upon  a  molecular 
condition  of  the  brain  is,  at  least,  partly  shown  in  the  circumstance 
that  the  intestinal  canal,  liver,  lungs  and  heart  are  exclusively  the 
seat  of  disease  in  lunatics,  when  no  anatomical  change  has  ever 
been  exhibited  in  the  cerebral  organism,  or  any  part  of  it.  This 
seems  to  imply  that  the  source  of  the  mental  functions  may  exist 
likewise,  in  some  essential  degree,  in  these  organs.  "  In  whatever 
way  the  generation  of  mind  be  effected  in  man  and  animals,  by  the 
contact  of  the  germ  of  the  female  and  the  spermatic  fluid  of  the  male 
the  mental  principle  cannot  be  confined  to  the  molecules  of  the  brain, 
but  must  be  equally  contained  in  parts  which  are  far  distant  from 
the  cerebral  organization,  and  is  really  separable  from  the  human 
body  as  mind  in  a  latent  state,  as  well  as  an  immaterial  new  indi- 
vidual" 

The  conclusion,  therefore,  appears  inevitable,  that,  though  the 
mode  of  mental  action  is  largely  determined  by  the  modification  of 
structure  and  physiological  condition  of  each  cerebral  organ,  the 
spiritual  essence  of  man,  and  the  latent  mental  force  of  the  animal 
kingdom,  are  respectively  independent  of  all  changes  in  the  molecu- 
lar constitution  of  the  brain  itself,  when  viewed  from  the  standpoint 
of  physical  science. 

Much  has  been  said  of  late  about  the  physical  identity  of  men  and 
apes,  especially  in  regard  to  mind  and  brain.  The  direction  of  the 
natural  axis  of  the  body  is  horizontal,  even  in  the  animal  the  most 
resembling  man  ;  whereas,  in  the  wildest  and  most  ancient  men  ever 
discovered  it  is  vertical.  An  anthropological  examination  of  the 
human  cranium,  and  of  each  type  of  simian  skull,  as  also  the  internal 
configuration,  the  structure  of  the  viscera,  vascular  system,  etc., 
show  beyond  reasonable  question,  that  man  cannot  be  derived, 
either  in  point  of  anatomy  or  intellect,  from  the  anthropoid  ape. 
The  two,  whether  viewed  anatomically,  physiologically  or  historic- 
ally, differ  essentially,  not  only  by  a  persistent  and  inexorable  mental 
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and  physical  deviation,  bat  also  by  a  striking  contrast  in  almost 
Orrery  portion  of  the  bodily  and  mental  structure.  AVe  may  go  bark, 
no  matter  how  far,  even  to  the  mioeene  period,  the  same  physical 
phenomena  are  equally  observable  as  in  the  species  now  existing. 

.V  translation  of  Dr.  Hitchmairs  pamphlet  was  recently  published 
in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Association  of  Naturalists  and  Physicians,  ex- 
isting under  the  auspices  of  the  University  of  Xaples,  and  unani- 
mously elected  the  author  a  corresponding  member.  French  and 
German  editions  have  also  been  published. 


THE  WASHINGTON  DOCTORS  MUDDLED. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  at  the  meeting  of  the  Medical  Asso- 
ciation of  the  District  of  Columbia  yesterday  [July  9th].  The  long- 
agitated  question  in  regard  to  consulting  with  colored  physicians 
came  op  on  a  report  of  the  Standing  Committee,  concluding  with  the 
following  resolution: — 

Re*oIre<7,  That  the  association  will  not  hold  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee responsible  should  they  fail  to  investigate  the  charges  which 
may  be  made  against  members  of  this  association  for  meeting  in  con- 
sultation any  resident,  licensed  and  regular  practitioner  of  African 
descent  until  thirty  days  subsequent  to  the  final  action  of  the  associa- 
tion upon  any  such  amendment  to  Xo.  16  as  may  be  passed  at  the 
next  stated  meeting  in  October. 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  33  against  17.  The  as- 
sociation expelled  Dr.  D.  W.  Bliss,  a  physician  of  this  city,  because 
he  consulted,  in  the  case  of  Vice-President  Colfax,  with  Dr.  C.  C. 
Cox,  who  had  been  previously  refused  admission  into  Baid  association, 
on  account  of  his  holding  a  seat  in  the  Board  of  Health  with  Dr. 
Verdi,  a  homoBOpathio  physician. 

Th<  X>  >r  Ynrl-  Herald  of  July  10,  from  which  we  copy  the  above, 
say<  :  "  The  foolish  physicians  of  Washington,  who  have  held  out  so 
firmly  against  darky  equality,  have  finally  agreed  to  ignore  in  sub- 
stance all  charges  against  members  for  consulting  with  colored  phy- 
sicians. Also  an  indiscreet  white  doctor,  who  had  consulted,  in  the 
case  of  Vice-President  Colfax,  with  another  doctor,  who  some  time 
previously  had,  under  some  strange  hallucination,  held  a  seat  in  the 
Board  of  Health  on  equal  terms  with  a  homoeopathic  physician,  has 
been  ignominiously  expelled.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  an  allo- 
pathic "nigger  '  is  better  than  homoeopathic  white  men. 
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THE  PENSION  OPFICE  AND  THE  HOMCEOPATHISTS. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  action  of  the  pension  office  some  time 
ago  in  regard  to  homoeopathic  physicians,  called  out  many  state- 
ments and  counter-claims  about  the  number  of  physicians  practising 
different  systems  of  medicine,  the  following  statistics  will  prove  of 
interest :  The  allopathic  doctors  have  claimed  to  number  fifty  thou- 
sand in  the  United  States,  and  the  hornoeopathists  have  claimed  ten 
thousand.  The  number  of  physicians  who  paid  taxes  for  the  year 
ending  April  30,  1871,  is  as  follows  :  Regular  or  allopathic,  39,070  ; 
homoeopathic,  2961  ;  hydropathic,  133;  eclectic,  2860;  miscellane- 
ous or  not  classified,  4774  ;  total,  49,798.  The  doctors  must  either 
own  to  the  correctness  of  these  figures  or  else  that  as  many  of  their 
profession  as  they  may  claim  over  these  numbers  have  defrauded  the 
government  of  its  lawful  tax.  The  names  and  post-office  addresses 
of  all  these  49,798  physicians  are  indexed  for  reference. 

This  statement,  which  we  copy  from  the  Boston  Journal,  cannot 
be  correct,  for  in  the  taking  of  the  census,  there  has,  so  far  as  we  are 
informed,  no  separate  classification  as  regards  school.  There  have 
been  educated  in  one  Eclectic  Medical  School  in  this  country,  more 
than  the  whole  number  of  eclectic  physicians  mentioned  above,  to 
say  nothing  about  those  who  have  graduated  from  other  colleges. 


SNUBBING  THE  ALLOPATHIC  PHYSICIANS. 

Dr.  G.  TV*.  Perine,  late  Examining  Surgeon  of  the  Pension  Bureau, 
who  was  removed  by  ex-Commissioner  of  Pensions  Van  Aernam,  be- 
cause he  is  a  homoeopathist,  has  been  appointed  by  the  present 
Commissioner  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examining  Surgeons  at 
Milwaukee. 

The  old  school  men  are  now  fully  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  mis- 
take in  arrogating  to  themselves  a  monopoly  of  official  position. 
Their  organization  will  soon  be  broken  up  if  they  continue  to  fight 
against  the  progress  of  the  age  and  the  fundamental  principle  of 
our  Government,  that  there  shall  be  no  exclusive  privileges  to 
classes  or  factions. 
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NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

Arrangements  for  Second  Annual  Meeting  of  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association. — Agreeably  to  notice,  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the  Second  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  to  be  held  in 
the  City  of  New  York,  Oct.  4th,  5th,  and  Cth,  1871,  met  June  26th, 
at  8  o'clock. 

The  Committee  is  constituted  as  follows : 

From  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the 
City  of  New  York — Prof.  Robert  S.  Newton,  Chas.  P.  Sykes,  Es<j., 
B.  J.  Stow,  M.  D.,  Henri  L.  Stuart,  Esq.,  Alexander  Wilder,  M.  I). 

From  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association — J.  W.  Johnson, 
M.  D.,  Prof.  J.  M.  Comins,  B.  J.  Stow,  M.  D. 

From  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York— P. 
A.  Morrow,  M.  D.,  Prof.  Paul  W.  Allen,  Jules  De  Meyer,  M.  D., 
John  II.  Johnston,  M.  D.,  Wm.  Archer,  M.  D. 

From  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Eclectic  Medicine — Henry  S. 
Firth,  M.  I).,  D.  E.  Smith,  M.  D.,  H.  S.  James,  M.  D.,  Theo.  Van 
Skellyne,  M.  D.,  Horatio  E.  Firth,  M.  D. 

The  Committee  was  organized  by  the  choice  of  C.  P.  Sykes,  Esq., 
as  Chairman,  and  Paid  AY.  Allen,  M.  D.,  as  Secretary. 

The  following  Programme  for  the  meeting  of  the  Association  was 

OCT  O 

arranged,  subject  to  future  revision  : 

Firxt  Day.—  Oct.  4t/i. 
Morning  Session,  from  9  to  12  o'clock,  if. 
Recess,  12  M.  to  1 : 30  p.  m. 
Afternoon  Session,  1  :  30  to  4  p.  if. 
Excursion  to  Central  Park,  4  to  6  p.  if. 

Second  Day. —  Oct.  5t/i. 
A>sociation  meets  at  0  a.  m. 

Visit  to  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable  Institutions  in  and  near  New 
York,  including  a  Steamboat  Excursion. 

Evening  Sosion  at  8  p.  m.,  to  be  devoted  to  a  Public  Meeting. 
Address  by  Hon.  Horace  Greeley. 

I%M  Dny.—  Ort.  G(/l. 

Morning  Session,  9  to  12  a.  if. 
Afternoon  Session,  2  to  6  p.  m. 
Evening,  Soda]  Re-union  and  Supper. 

Voted,  That  the  proceedings  and  appointments  of  this  meeting  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  several  Committees. 

Voted,  That  B.  J.  Stow,  M.  D.,  be  Treasurer  of  this  Committee  of 
Arrangements. 

Y<>t<<l,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  several  Committees  notify  an 
early  meeting  of  the  same. 
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Voted,  That  this  Committee  of  Arrangements  adjourn,  to  meet  on 
Monday  evening,  July  10th,  at  8  o'clock,  in  this  place,  and  that  the 
several  sub-committees  be  prepared,  as  far  as  possible,  to  report  at 
that  time.  C.  P.  Stkes,  Chairman. 

Paul  TV*.  Allen,  Secretary. 

.  "New  York,  July  10,  1871. 

An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
Second  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association, 
was  held  this  evening,  at  8  o'clock. 

C.  P.  Sykes,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Commissioners  of  Charities  and  Corrections  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
reported  that  some  of  these  gentlemen  had  been  waited  upon  and 
gave  assurances  of  their  assistance,  and  that  they  would  accompany 
the  members  of  the  Association  in  their  visit  to  the  various  charitable 
institutions. 

Prof.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Railroads,  Steamboats,  etc., 
reported  that  one  of  the  principal  railroads  leading  into  this  city,  and 
all  its  branches,  would  return  delegates  for  one-fifth  of  the  usual  rates. 

Prof.  Comins,  from  the  Committee  on  Hall  and  Music,  reported 
that  he  had  engaged  the  hall  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion for  the  meetings  of  the  Association. 

The  other  committees  reported  progress. 

Voted,  That  the  Programme  adopted  for  the  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation be  furnished  to  the  Medical  Times,  Chicago;  to  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Journal,  Cincinnati ;  and  to  the  Eclectic  Mediccd  Review, 
New  York;  with  a  request  for  publication. 

Voted,  To  adjourn,  to  meet  at  this  place  Sept.  11,  at  8  o'clock,  p.  m. 

C.  P.  Sykes,  Chairman. 
Paul  TV*.  Allen,  Secretary. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society,  of 
Maine.  First  Day. — The  sixth  annual  meeting:  of  this  society  open- 
ed at  the  Continental  House,  TVaterville,  on  Wednesday,  June  28th, 
at  10  A.  M.,  the  Vice  President,  Dr.  York,  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  of  former  meetings  were  read  and  accepted.  The 
Treasurer's  report  showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion financially. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  Presi- 
dent, Samuel  York,  M.  1).,  of  Lewiston  ;  Vice  President,  M.  H. 
Holmes,  M.  D.,  of  TVest  TVaterville  ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  M. 
F.  Marble,  M.  D.,  of  Gardiner ;  Recording  Secretary,  L.  A.  Shat- 
tuck,  M.  D.,  of  Augusta  ;  Treasurer,  N.  R.  Martin,  M.  D.,  of  Sacca- 
rappa;  Librarian,  E.  Grellet  Jones,  M.  D.,  of  Dirigo  ;  Councillors, 
Drs.  Richard  Mace,  Reynolds,  and  Shattuck ;  Anniversary  Chair- 
man, Dr.  Holmes.  Drs.  Richard  Mace,  Martin  and  Marble  were  ap- 
pointed Essayists  for  the  next  annual  meeting,  and  Drs.  Winsj  and 
Jones  Essayists  for  the  next  semi-annual  meeting.  Drs.  Watson, 
Wright  and  Marble  were  appointed  Committee  of  Arrangements. 
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^Standing  Committee* On  Surgeijr,  Dr.  Shattuek;  cm  Materia 
Medica,  Dr.  Jonesj  on  Theory  and  Practice;  J)r.  Marble;  on  Ob- 
Btetrics  Dr.  Wright;  on  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Dr. 
Kichard  Mace;  on  Electricity,  Dr.  York  ;  on  Physiology,  Dr.  Wine: 
on  Publications,  Drs.  Shattuek,  Marble  and  Wright. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Mace  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  next  annn.il  address 
Ihe  society  then  adjourned  to  the  dining  hall  of  the  Continental 
House,  where  a  bountiful  repast  was  prepared  and  served  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  At  1  o'clock  the  society  re-assembled,  and  with  in- 
vited -nests  listened  with  interest  to  the  annual  address  delivered 
by  Dr.  M.  h  Marble.  The  doctor  received  a  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
a  >,e  address.  Dr.  Holmes  gave  a  report  of  the  action  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  in  opposition  to  the  medical  act  introduced  in  the 
last  legislature.  He  said  the  eclectic  school  were  as  much  opposed 
t<><,uackery  as  any  other,  and  thought  that  the  elevation  of  the 
standard  oi  medical  education  might  be  achieved  by  proper  legisla- 
tion. A  committee  of  conference  upon  this  subject  consisting  of 
JJrs.  Holmes,  Shattuek,  and  Marble,  were  appointed.  A  large  num- 
ber of  interesting  cases  of  disease  were  reported  and  new  remedies 
introduced. 

Dr.  Shattuek  delivered  an  essay  on  the  vast  importance  of  medi- 
cal diagnosis,  which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention,  and 
received  a  vote  of  thanks. 

Drs.  Shattuek,  Jones,  and  Watson,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
(trait  resolutions  relative  to  the  death  of  Win.  Young  M  D  of 
Newbury  port.  51  ' 

Appropriate  resolutions  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
were  ottered  and  adopted. 

Voted  to  adjourn  to  meet  on  Thursday  at  8  a.  m. 

Second  Day.— The  meeting  was  called  to  order  pursuant  to 
adjournment  at  8  o'clock,  a.  m,  the  President,  Dr.  York,  in  the 
Obair.  Drs.  Martin,  Holmes,  Shattuek,  Jones,  and  Watson,  were 
appointed  delegates  to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Convention 
wh.ch  meets  at  New  York  in  October.  The  following  delegates  to 
In-  various  State  Eclectic  Medical  Societies  were  chosen  :  Drs  Mar- 
ble and  Shattuek  to  Massachusetts  ;  Drs.  Jones  and  Kichard  Mace  to 
New  Hampshire  ;  Drs.  York  and  Holmes  to  New  York  ;  Drs.  Wing 
an.Mu.ynolds  to  A  ermont ;   Drs.  Parker  and  Libbey  to  Connec- 

The  criminal  practice  of  abortion  was  discussed,  and  the  following 
resolution  unanimously  carried :  8 

in  lllsl'nj^  PraCtlC€  °f  al,()1'ti0n  is  alarmingly  on  the  increase 

Resolved  That  we  will  have  no  fellowship  with  any  phvsician 
who  is  guilty  of  this  crime.  "wan 

Dr.  Marble  introduced  a  new  remedy,  Glacial  Acetic  acid,  for  the 
cure  ol  warts,  corns,  wens,  &c.  ' 
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Dr  Richard  Mace  reported  interesting  cases  of  consumption  cured 

tfiudiSifatt  cases  of  Vulva,  Pruritus  cured 
with  carbolic  acid,  and  strongly  recommended  the  remedy  for  M 
diseases  of  an  entozoophitic  nature.  To  counteract  the  unpleasant 
odor  of  carbolic  acid,  Dr.  Martin  recommended  oil  of  lemon.  The 
following  resolutions  relative  to  the  use  of  alcohol  in  medicine  weie 

^Thereas  the  common  use  of  alcohol  in  medicine  is  productive  of 
great  h^rv  to  invalids  and  is  encouraging  intemperance  to  a  fearful 
decree  in  this  country  ;  therefore,  „„;_;*„ 

Resolved,  That  tins  society  discountenance  the  free 
ous  liquors  in  medicine,  and  that  we  will  use  our  influence  to  induce 
other  State  societies  to  follow  our  example.  fl(ldress 
Dr.  Jones  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  reply  to  the  recen *  address 
of  Dr.  Seavy  before  the  Allopathic  Medical  Association  at  Portland^ 
It  was  voted  to  hold  the  next  semi-annual  meeting  at  Gardinei  on 
the  second  Wednesday  of  January,  and  the  next  annua  meeting  at 
Bano-or  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  June  18.  -. 

L.  A.  Shattuck,  M.  D.,  Sec.  Secretary. 
Avn-ual  Meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  — The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
AUyn  HouIe,Hartford,  May  9th,  1871.  There  was  a  nu=  at- 
tendance, and  the  occasion  was  one  of  special  interest^  »  ™«r  £ 
important  papers  being  read,  and  the  dlsc«S51ons^XSreconrcnat 
haustive.  A  number  of  new  members  were,  upon  ™°m™£™ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  elected.  Dr.  f  £™""™> 
York  city,  was  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society  ^ Uurmg 
the  afternoon  proceedings,  the  following  resolutions  were ,  ad opted 

Kesolved,  That  it  is  the  unanimous  exP7s^p^0*\^Me  1 
Medical  Association  of  Connecticut  in  annual 

that  to  Dr  Horace  Wells  alone  is  due  the  honor  of  the  clisco\eiy  oi 
ZL  hesia  and  its  application  in  surgical  and 

Resolved,  That  we'  heartily  approve  of  the  ma  sures 
made  to  erect  a  monument,  in  the  city  of  Hartford  ^™mo«te 
the  event  of  the  invaluable  discovery  and  reflect  honoi  upon  tne 
memory  of  the  author.  .  and  delegates 

The  session  continued  into  the  evening.    Officeis  and  deletes 

were  chosen,  as  follows : 

President— Maurice  F.  Linquist,  Is  ew  Haven. 
Vice-President— Leonard  Bailey,  Middletown  R  , 

Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretary-® .  D.  Hodgkms,  Kooky 

SS^#KSTSSSTS  B.  Munn,  Waterbury; 

J.  W.  Johnson,  Hartford;  S.  B.  Munn,  Waterbury ;  G.  w  .  Lang 
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den  M  F.  Linguist,  New  Haven;  Leonard  Bailey,  Middletown  ;  J. 
H.  hobmson,  New  Haven ;  II.  I.  Fisk,  New  London ;  C.  C.  Clark, 
Middletown;  L.  S.  Ludington,  New  Britain;  Rufus  K.  trills,  Hart- 
ford; N.  D.  Hodgkins,  Rocky  Hill;  Daniel  Kingsbury,  Glaston- 
bury. Alternate:  Leroy  A.  Smith,  C.  C.  Colley,  Hartford ;  M.  L. 
Adams,  Hazardville  ;  S.  B.  Bailey,  Ilicrcranum  ;  J.  0.  Eaton,  Tolland  ; 
*rank  L.  Burr,  Killingworth  ;  John  Tait,  C.  II.  Davis,  Meriden ;  S. 
M.  Hersey,  Seymour;  C.  W.Jacques,  Manchester;  J.  King,  Bridge- 
port; J.  \.  Wilson,  Brookfield,  Mass.;  Chas.  Sprague,  Stafford 
fel)rinSs-  K  D.  Hodgkins,  M.  D.;  Secretary. 

Alleged  Death  fbom  a  Prescription.—  The  following  wafl 
copied  from  the  Phila.  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  for  JuTy  1st 
1871— Page  21,  Vol.  25  : 

"A  correspondent  in  Iowa  relates  the  death  of  a  lady,  slightly  ill, 
after  taking  two  doses  of  the  following  mixture,  at  the  prescribed 
intervals,  and  asks  us  whether,  as  alleged,  the  death  can  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  medicine : 

I£.  Tr.  Aconite,  f.  3  iss. 
Fd.  Ext.  Gelseminum. 
"     "    Black  Cohosh,  aa.  f.  \  i. 
M.  S.    Tmo-thinh  of  a  tea-spoonful,  every  two  or  three  hours. 

"  W%£reJ*at  told  w]iether  the  Tr.  Aconite  was  of  the  leaves  or 
root  I  lie  dose  though  large,  hardly  seems  large  enough  to  produce 
death  in  an  adult  (with  no  idiosyncrasy),  and  if  the  ingredients  were 
well  incorporated." 

Remarks  on  the  above,  by  Br.  O.  E.  AWo??.— Can  there  be  a 
more  striking  evidence  of  negligence  and  irregular  practice,  that  is 
evident  to  every  one,  than  is  shown  in  the  above  directions  ?  Two- 
Mints  of  a  tea-spoonful,  every  tico  or  three  hoars!  First,  because 
the  dose  is  far  above  the  maximum  for  either  article  of  Tr.  Aconite 
or*d.  hxt.  Gelseminum.  Secondly,  because  no  physician,  in  my 
opinion  is  justified  in  giving  a  medicine  in  solution,  except  there 
be  an  adjunct  that  will  make  it  even  measurement— a  tea-spoonful 
rne  word  about,  or  between,  should  never  be  used  in  giving  direct 
tions  for  the  use  of  prompt  medication;  the  exact  dose  should  be 
recommended  and  given  at  exact  time. 

It  is  the  custom  of  many  medical  men  to  recommend  a  medicine 
in  one-halt  teaspoonful,  and  the  measurement  left  to  unskilled  or 
Ignorant  attendants. 

Some  months  ago,  in  my  article  on  Practical  Hints,  I  then  stated, 
as  I  do  n,»w,  that  no  dose  m  solution  should  ever  be  riven  except 
the  adjunct  make  one  tea-spoonful-to  be  measured  by  allowin-  the 
t,a->po<>n  to  be  steaddy  held,  and  the  liquid  poured  in  until  it  is  full 
and  dropped  into  the  tumbler  over  which  it  is  held. 

^  O.  E.  Newtox. 

Cincinnati,  July  14,  1871. 
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New  Hampshire  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. — The  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society,  at  the  Phcenix  Hotel,  in  Concord,  Wednes- 
day, June  21st,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  Avas  largely  attended  by  promi- 
nent physicians  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  The  meeting  was  called 
to  order  by  the  President,  A.  J.  Flagg,  M.  D.,  of  Claremont.  The 
various  committees  made  their  annual  reports.  The  Committee  on 
Membership  reported  a  number  of  candidates  for  admission  to  the 
Society  ;  the  various  gentlemen  reported  were  then  elected  members. 
The  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  number  of  letters  from  physi- 
cians who  were  unable  to  be  present.  The  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year  then  took  place,  with  the  following  result : 

President— 3.  M.  Bishop,  M.  D.,  of  Bristol. 

Vice-President — F.  L.  Gerald,  M.  D.,  of  Nashua. 

Recording  Secretary — H.  F.  Clark,  M.  D.,  of  Great  Falls. 

Corresponding  Secretary — W.  E.  Cole,  M.  D.,  of  Keene. 

Treasurer— W.  K.  Ripley,  M.  D.,  of  Great  Falls. 

Censors — B.  S.  Warren,  M.  D.,  of  Concord  ;  W.  W.  Sleeper, 
M.  D.,  of  Salisbury ;  L  M.  Bishop,  M.  D.,  of  Hill. 

The  President  delivered  an  address  to  the  Society,  after  which 
the  company  adjourned  to  the  spacious  dining-hall,  to  partake  of  a 
bountiful  dinner,  prepared  by  J.  R.  Crocker,  Esq.,  the  popular  host 
of  the  Phcenix.  The  meeting  was  again  called  to  order  at  2  o'clock, 
p.  m.,  when  animated  discussions  were  held  on  subjects  of  interest  to 
the  Profession — all  the  members  present  taking  an  active  part.  The 
Society  then  voted  to  hold  quarterly  meetings  in  different  sections 
of  the  State  ;  also,  that  the  Society  accept  the  invitation  of  the  re- 
tiring Preside.it,  A.  J.  Flagg,  M.  £).,  to  hold  their  next  meeting  at 
Claremont.  The  meeting  then  adjourned,  to  meet  again  the  third 
Wednesday  of  September,  1871,  at  Claremont. 

H.  F.  Clark,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary. 

Ohio  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association. — The  Seventh  An- 
nual Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  in  Columbus  on  May  31st. 
The  attendance  was  good,  and  great  interest  was  manifested  in  the 
business  and  subjects  that  came  before  the  Society.  Ten  new  mem- 
bers were  received.  The  following  were  the  officers  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year : 

President — W.  M.  Ingalls,  M.  D.,  of  Amelia. 

First  Vice-President — O.  E.  Newton,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

Second  Vice-President — Henry  Parker,  M.  I).,  of  Berea. 

Recording  Secretary — J.  P.  Marvin,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

Corresponding  Secretary — S.  H.  Potter,  M.  D.,  of  Hamilton. 

Treasurer — J.  M.  Scudder,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

Essays  were  read  by  Drs.  W.  M.  Ingalls,  I.  N.  Brown,  and  S.  H. 
Potter,  on  "Specific  Medication,"  "Office  Pharmacy,"  and  "The 
Reproduction  of  the  Species  and  Hereditary  Transmission,"  respect- 
ively. 

The  debate  upon  the  subjects  proposed  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 
viz:  Specific  Medication;  Hypodermic  Injections;  Cathartics  and 
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Anodynes,  was  interesting  and  instructive.  In  these  discussing  all 
Participate,  and  many  who  have  not  the  time  or  are  fearful  of  their 

;hin  /V(HWnU\-M  eT°/at€  eS8a7  ar«  enabled  to  contribute  some- 
thing to  the  profit  and  pleasure  of  their  fellow  members. 

the  tears  that  some  entertained  in  regard  to  the  feasibility  of 
Columbus  as  a  place  oi  meeting,  were  dispelled  by  the  attendance 
this  year,  and  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  hold  the  next  annual 
meeting  at  the  same  place.  The  Association  adjourned  to  meet  on 
the  tirst  \\  ednesday  m  June,  1872. 

J.  P.  Marvin-,  M.  Secretary. 

Mb.  Pagot  [Lancet,  June,  1871,  p.  777),  in  speaking  of  the  influ- 
ence ot  constitutional  over  morbid  manifestations  says  • 

"  No  disease  is  so  specific  but  that  its  signs  maybe'  confused  or 
complicated  with  the  things  that  are  peculiar  to  the  patient  Sy- 
philis  is  a  specific  disease,  sharply  defined  as  any,  but  its  course  and 
appearance  m  a  scrofulous  man  and  in  a  gouty' one  are  verv  differ- 
ent. Vaccination  produces  a  well  marked  specific  disease-'  but  in 
oue  patient  it  may  be  followed  by  inflammation  of  lymphatics  in 
another  by  eczema,  in  another  by  anything  you  please.  But  all  these 
are  due  m  only  a  minor  degree  to  vaccination;  they  come  out  from 
the  personal  constitutions  of  the  several  patients  disturbed  by  the 
vaccination  as  they  might  have  been  by  anything  else  producing 
some  slight  fever.  This  is  not  a  mere  question  of  doctrinal  pathol- 
ogy I  is  among  the  first  necessities  for  success  in  practice  that  in 
•  the  total  phenomena  of  a  disease  observed  in  any  patient  you  should 
bejible  to  estimate  what  belongs  to  the  disease  and  what  to  the 

Cast  of  the  Female  Bladder.— At  the  meeting  of  the  South 

Maj  10,  Dr.  A\  ardell  exhibited  an  extraordinary  pathological  snec^ 
men,  consisting  of  what  seemed  to  be  the  exuviation  of the  e  ire 
mucous  membrane  of  the  urinary  bladder,  in  a  woman  age  1  28 b 
n.tted  ,nto  the  infirmary.    The  mass  was  absolutely  seen  by  the 

r9  °Ut  °f  th°  bladdw'    Dl-  WardeU  observed 

<*»  >e  had  referred  to  several  works  on  pathology,  but  could  t  ,1 
nothing  resembling  the  case  from  which  the  speSn  was  riv 
He  regarded  the  product  as  a  croupous  plastic  exudation. 

Female  Doctor  in  Finland.  Women  mav  hereafter  stn^v 
g^icine  at  the  aivewity  of  Helsingfors,  the  limped  of  nl  he 
Russias  having  intimated  his  assent  to  the  express  id  wishes  of  is 
Majesty  s  rmnish  subjects.  01  nM 

with  cantliandes,  and  the  next  day  applies  the  vim  t„ \  ,„  es*les 
thus  denuded  of  caticle.    A  Mr.  John'  LiitI,  M.  K.  C.  S .  h,  S 
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?°  itffieult  to  oel  them  to  come  twice  for  the  vaccination  and 
tremely  difficult  to  get  mem  additional  visit  to  be  devoted 

:S»srs,  «»j'j::4,. sgsy  ^ » ~ 

Secretary,  with  opta  of  any  ^^^3^°      as  well  as  by  their 
PliS£en  holding 

or  Colonial  Colleges  or  Umve s. Mg ne  engi  ded  m  rely 

Association,  ^^£^.2^^  and  objects 

m^  be  aadressed,  10  St.  Paul's  Road,  Canonbnry, 

London,  N.  <, 

Medical         Sunoxc.,  ^^^^ 
New  Orleans,  who  is  well  known to  °™^eCL,  which  shall 
a  work  to  be  entxticd ^dical and  8-g£U*«  ^ 
embrace  the  investigations  ot  titteen  ^  f  intermittent,  re- 

ical  distribution,  natural  history  and M»«nt  o  ^ 
mittent  and  congestive  malari ^^gmj measles,  pneumonia, 
typhus  fevers,  Bmall-po* >  ^^^Xtspinal-m^fngitis,  dis- 
dlarrhoea,  dysentery,  ^^"  V '  pyasmia,  hospital  gangrene 
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been  prosecuted  unremittingly  during  the  past  fifteen  years  ;  and  the 
author  proposes  to  lay  the  results  before  the  medical  profession  as 
soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  subscribers  have  been  obtained.  The 
address  of  Prof.  Jones  is  glass-box  1542,  New  Orleans,  La. 

J:rtT  K  Sc™--The  Park  Academy  of  Medicine  have 
refused  to  strike  oft  the  names  of  their  eminent  German  colleagues 
from  the  roll  of  members,  as  they  have  been  commanded  to  do. 

Michigan  Eclectic  Medical  Society.— Abstract  of  Proceed- 
in<,s ;  of -the  Second  Annual  Meeting. — The  Michigan  State  Eclec- 
87! i  ft  < As.so<llatlon  convened  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  June  7th, 
18  a  he  Society  was  called  to  order  by  Prof.  Beach  at  1 0  o'clock 
M-  ()n  motion,  the  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended  and 
report  of  the  Board  of  Censors  called  for.  The  report  *as  give 
by^A.  R.  Brown,  M.  D.,  at  the  Board,  and  instructed  to  meet  at  1 

After  discussing  topics  of  interest,  adjourned  till  2  p.  m. 

FIRST  DAT,  P.  M. 

President  resumed  the  chair  at  2  p.  m. 

Poll  called;  all  but  three  members' responded  to  their  names 

•Thompson,  A.  H.  Pattee,  W.  B.  Church,  J.  P  Richardson  W  T^ 

After  discussion,  the  Association  adopted  the  following  • 
„;;„'"^  a»t  we  recognize  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Con- 
ISSSi  *  ^  Ch,Cag°'  Scl,tember  2'th,  as  worthy  of  our 

snd^uT'Swfr"  aprnt!d  Drs-  J-  R  CU^">  A-  *  Brown, 
a  i.i  l  .  A.  Baker,  a  Committee  to  revise  and  condense  the  code  J 
ethics  :  ordered  to  report  on  the  following  mondng 

On  motion,  proceeded  to  the  election  of  dfficow  for  ensuing  year 
I  ending  informs]  ballot,  the  Association  adjourned  till  S  "  ",° 

FIKST  DAY,  EVENING  SESSION. 

At  8  P.  M.,  President  resumed  the  Ohiir     Rail  t.-       r  «. 
continued  and  resulted  in  the  election  of  U*U°tU»S  ^  officers 

President— R.  G.  Brown. 
In/  I'/V-./V,^^//-];.  a.  Beach 
2<7  Vice-Preside?it—V.  A.  Baker. 
Recording  Secretary— 0\  E.  Yates 
Corresponding  Secretary— W.  B.  Church 
■ireasnrer — M.  Clark. 
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CENSORS. 

L.  Sanders,  L.  H.  Daniels,  E.  Blackman,  H.  S.  McMasters,  and  TJ. 

^invitation,  Prof.  Whitford,  of  Chicago,  addressed  the  Associa- 
tion Prof W.'was  nnanimonsly  elected  an  honorary  member. 

Topics  of  interest  discussed  till  the  hour  for  adjournment;  ad- 
journed till  8  A.  M. 

SECOND  DAT,  A.  M.  SESSION. 

Association  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  President  Beach  in 

thCommiUee  on  code  of  ethics  asked  further  time  in  which  to  pre- 
pare a  report.    Allowed  until  next  annual  meeting. 
P  Twelve  delegates,  with  twelve  alternates,  were  elected  to  the 
next  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  to  be  held  in  New  York 

°  The  annual  address  was  delivered  by  A.  R.  Brown,  M.  D. 

The  Secre  ary  was  ordered  to  procure  the  printing  of  two  hnn- 
d  Jd  CO!  ies  oafythe  proceedings  of  this  session  together  with  the 
annua  address,  constitution,  by-laws  and  code  of  ethics. 

Ah  rases  were  made  by  Professor  Whitford  on  eruptive  fevers; 
by  4.  A  Baker  on  cathartics ;  by  W.  B.  Church  on  anodynes  among 

^Cen'ors  reported  the  next  meeting  to  be  held  at  Jackson  first 
Report  adopted,  and  the  Association  adjourned  to  1  p.  m. 

SECOND  DAY,  T.  M. 

Association  called  to  order  pursuant  to  adjournment 

rSoS  offered  to  amend  Sec.  1,  Art.  20,  ot  the  Constitution; 

lnul  on  the  table  till  next  annual  meeting. 

After  desultorv  discussion  the  Association  adjourned,  to  meet  at 

Jackson  first  Wednesday  in  June,  18,2.     q  ^ 

Recording  Secretary. 

Tendency  of  Sponges  to  Excite  Suppuration  in  Wounds.- 
A  writer  the  February  number  of  the  Glasgow  Med.  Jour  que* 
W  if  the  u se of  sponges  in  cleansing  wounds  may  not  be  a  fertile 
souice  of  subsequen  suppuration  on  account  of  minute  fragments  of 
XTsWe K  left  behind,  and  also  the  introduction,  by  means  o 
r  cm  of  decarin"  organic  matter  derived  from  previous  use  on 
wound  l  and  sXratfig  surfaces.  He  suggests  that  many  of  the 
™  Us  claimed  to  be  proofs  of  the  value  of  the  antiseptic  mode  of 
JreatoenSht  be  better  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  nature 
of  the  n iuries°did  not  require  the  introduction  of  a  sponge  into  the 
ot  tlu  ll,.l,,}'tl.  .'  ,  ,  t  *i  „£  ice  ana  the  wash-bottle  might  he 
££  to  taSSi  SSS  accomplishes.-  ?^  Medical  Record. 
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NEURALGIA. 

BY  ALEXANDER  WILDER,  M.D. 

From  an  Essay  read  before  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  at  its  regular  monthly  meeting  in  October,  1870. 

Foremost  among  the  ailments  that  afflict  human  beings  in  civil- 
ized countries  is  the  pest  formerly  known  as  tic  douleureux,  but 
now  denominated  neuralgia.  It  has  been  known  ever  since  Hip- 
pocrates. The  complaint  generally  affects  the  first,  second,  and 
third  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  and  the  portio  dura,  the 
left  side  of  the  face  being  oftener  attacked,  and  the  female  sex 
more  commonly  afflicted.  But  persons  of  each  sex  will  recognize 
it  as  a  "mutual  friend,'1  and  all  parts  of  the  body  are  subject  to  its 
invasion.  We  may  have  cerebral,  cardiac,  spinal,  and  ganglionic 
neuralgia.  It  is  the  product  of  defective  nutrition,  however  occa- 
sioned, and  an  own  offspring  of  scrofula.  We  apprehend  that  it 
pertains  almost  exclusively  to  that  diathesis.  It  is  produced  by 
miasmatic  atmospheric  changes,  ozena,  or  catarrh  of  the  head,  bad 
teeth,  imperfect  digestion,  mental  excitement  and  anxiety,  and 
other  causes  too  numerous  to  mention.  We  have  witnessed  it 
supervene  on  an  attack  of  schneiderian  inflammation,  and  yield  to 
an  eruption  of  the  skin,  or  on  the  appearance  of  a  boil.  It  attacks 
the  trifacial  nerve  oftenest,  because  it  is  the  most  frequently  called 
into  play  of  any  in  the  body. 
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When  the  first  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  is  affected  by 
neuralgia,  the  complaint  is  usually  denominated  sick  headache. 
When  the  facial  portions  are  disturbed,  the  affection  is  tic  douleu- 
reux.  When  the  nerves  of  the  stomach  are  assailed,  the  disease  is 
gastralgia  or  gastrodynia.  When  the  disease  is  in  the  nerves  of 
the  heart,  it  is  known  as  angina  pectoris  ;  elsewhere  it  is  named  by 
the  locality,  as  sciatica,  neuralgia  mammoz,  neuralgia  pedis. 

The  s}7mptoms  are  very  numerous,  and  would  of  themselves 
exhaust  the  patience  to  think  of  them.  The  principal  are  throb- 
bing or  lancinating  pain  following  the  course  of  the  nerve,  spasm  of 
the  eyes,  involuntary  weeping,  anguish,  despondency,  confusion 
of  ideas,  desire  for  firm  pressure  on  the  head,  which  will  suspend 
the  paroxysm  while  it  is  continued. 

A  neuralgic  patient  is  generally  prostrated,  and  his  will  en- 
feebled by  his  sufferings ;  desiring  others  to  will,  think,  and  act, 
without  troubling  him.  A  crazy  person  is  often  mischievous  and 
malicious,  but  the  neuralgic  patient  never  is. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1847,  the  writer  was  returning  from  an 
excursion  into  Cayuga,  Cortland,  Chenango,  and  Madison  counties, 
of  this  State,  when  he  was  attacked  with  violent  pain  in  the  upper 
jaw  on  the  right  >side.  The  cause  was  periosteal  inflammation  at 
the  socket  of  the  bicuspid.  He  had  suffered  from  it  before,  ob- 
taining relief  by  a  mode  of  surgical  treatment  purely  original  with 
him.  This  time  he  decided  upon  the  removal  of  the  tooth.  The 
pam  of  the  operation  was  unusually  severe  and  protracted,  owing 
to  the  inflammation,  and  the  fang  of  the  tooth  was  of  a  dark  brown 
tint.  Regarding  this  as  the  last  of  his  troubles,  he  neglected  tak- 
ing any  special  care  of  himself,  and  soon  became  involved  in  sev- 
eral matters  of  perplexing  business,  by  which  his  mind  was  much 
distracted  and  exercised.  A  relative  wishing  his  aid,  he  employed 
himself  for  several  days  in  work  in  the  woods,  sawing  logs.  The 
weather  was  cold,  and  snow  covered  the  ground.  A  heavy  storm 
finally  set  in,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  compelled  to  de- 
sist from  his  work  and  take  care  of  himself. 

The  only  medical  adviser  at  hand  was  my  brother,  then  a  stu- 
dent. He  declared  it  a  case  of  influenza,  which  was  then  epi- 
demic. I  differed  from  him,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was 
neuralgia.    My  conviction  was  intuitive.    It  occurred  to  my  mind 
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to  say  so  as  he  was  speaking ;  but  there  was  not  long  wanting  a 
heavv  pain  in  the  left  temple,  which  Bteadily  increased  in  intensity, 
and  removed  every  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  malady. 

Being  partial  to  the  water-cure  treatment,  I  wished  to  employ  it ; 
but  was  over-persuaded.  My  brother  gave  me  a  Thomsonian 
"  course  of  medicine,"  to  which  I  was  very  repugnant.  It  gave 
no  relief,  but  seemed  to  add  to  the  agony,  which  had  now  become 
excruciating.  Lobelia,  in  "  broken  doses/'  afforded  some  mitiga- 
tion. The  remembrance  of  that  week  even  now  makes  me  shud- 
der. Every  instant,  as  the  arteries  pulsated,  the  terrible  pain 
throbbed  along  the  left  facial  nerve  ;  the  ear  became  deafened,  and 
the  left  eye,  flowing  copiously  with  tears,  was  presently  inflamed 
as  from  the  sting  of  a  bee.  There  remained  only  the  conscious- 
ness of  my  own  agony.  Weary  days  and  sleepless  nights  were 
appointed  to  me. 

The  roads  had  been  blocked  up  by  the  storm,  and  it  had  not 
been  practicable  to  obtain  medical  advice.  A  physician,  Dr.  A. 
Wood,  finally  was  summoned  and  managed  to  break  his  way  to 
the  house.  My  first  appeal  to  him  was  inspired  by  my  torture. 
I  entreated  him  not  to  burn  me  up  with  capsicum,  and  he  obeyed 
my  wish.  I  apprehend,  however,  that  he  found  my  case  a  stub- 
born one ;  or  that  I  was  too  much  worn  down  for  too  active  treat- 
ment lie  was  a  man  who  would  err  only  on  the  safer  side.  He 
administered  an  anodyne,  which  for  a  short  time  mitigated  the 
pain.  But  his  other  medicines  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours 
failed  utterly.  The  most  important  ones  were  not  administered 
promptly  as  he  had  directed,  and  it  may  have  been  that  there  was 
difficulty  in  arousing  the  functions  to  proper  activity. 

1  remember  well  one  of  those  fearful  nights.  1  had  lost  the 
clear  perception  of  my  own  identity,  and  imagined  myself  to  be 
another  person,  an  outcast,  in  a  wilderness,  perishing,  and  at  the 
last  extremity.  A  few  faithful  ones,  I  found,  were  by  me,  who 
had  forsaken  the  society  of  men  to  share  my  exile  and  alleviate 
my  condition.  Gratitude  for  their  fidelity  was  now  active  in  my 
mind,  and  regret  that  I  could  make  them  no  adequate  compensa- 
tion. But  I  besought  them,  as  I  bade  them  a  last  adieu,  to  take 
from  me  whatever  valuables  I  had  ;  for  nobody  would  henceforth 
care  for  them  as  they  had  cared- for  me.    And  all  the  time  that 
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tarrible  pain  darted,  every  moment,  over  my  temple  into  the  eye 
and  jaw,  each  throb  seeming  more  fierce  than  the  one  that  had  just 
preceded.  The  day  finally  dawned  and  I  recovered  my  right 
mind. 

Those  six  days  and  nights  passed  over  my  head — days  and 
nights  of  sleepless,  unremitting  agony.  The  medicines  had  ac- 
complished no  satisfactory  results.  The  physician  redoubled  his 
endeavors.  Apocynum  was  his  principal  medicine.  The  throb- 
bing began  to  lessen  in  severity.  Success  was  obtained  at  last, 
and  I  slept.  Yery  tedious  was  my  convalescence.  For  many 
weeks  I  was  tormented  by  a  stinging  sensation  along  the  tract  of 
the  affected  nerve,  which  I  relieved  by  binding  snow  upon  the 
brow  and  left  side  of  the  face.  At  length  a  boil  appeared  on  the 
forehead,  and  when  it  had  discharged  its  contents  the  complaint 
seemed  to  have  passed  away.  But  for  many  years  the  sense  of 
hearing  in  the  left  ear  was  greatly  benumbed.  The  track  of  the 
nerve  was  callused,  and  there  was  also  a  blur  on  the  left  eye,  to 
keep  fresh  in  my  mind  the  remembrance  of  that  terrible  week,  and 
almost  to  writhe  again  with  its  fearful  torment. 

Subsequent  attacks  occurred  in  1853  and  1856,  the  former  of 
which  was  relieved  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Cator,  a  homceopathist,  with 
sulphur  and  kalmia  latifolia,  and  the  other  by  vigorous  treatment 
with  opium,  chloroform,  and  brandy. 

This  complaint  occurs  most  commonly  with  persons  of  asthenic 
condition,  or  whose  powers  are  broken  by  advancing  years,  or 
who  are  subject  to  attacks  of  rheumatism.  Individuals  living  in 
a  marshy  district  are  liable  to  it,  and,  curiously  enough,  it  is  there 
most  successfully  managed  by  treating  it  like  fever  and  ague. 
Sulphate  of  quinia,  bromide  of  potassium,  and  even  arsenious  acid 
will  control  the  manifestations.  Indeed,  medicines  of  which  chlo- 
rine, iodine,  or  bromine  is  an  element  have  been  found  very  suc- 
cessful in  neuralgia.  Aqua  regia  or  chloro-nitric  acid  diluted  has  ' 
been  regarded  by  many  as  a  specific.  The  Old  School  practition- 
ers have  depended  on  calomel,  itself  a  chloride ;  although,  as 
Watson  shows,  and  as  we  have  found  in  other  diseases,  the  sal 
ammoniac  was  equally  beneficial. 

Mr.  Abernethy  was  generally  most  successful  in  treating  it  by 
directing  his  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  stomach  and  bowels. 
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It  was  his  impression  that  neuralgic  patients  had  a  disordered 
nervous  system  and  morbid  condition  of  the  digestive  organs.  In 
his  peculiar  manner,  he  used  to  say,  "  The  two  are  the  common 
parents  of  a  numerous  progeny  of  very  dissimilar  local  diseases. 
In  tic  douleureux  you  must  seek  to  put  the  digestive  organs  right, 
or  to  soothe  the  nervous  system,  according  as  the  one  or  the  other 
may  seem  to  be  the  principal  and  primary  cause  of  the  disease. 
Take  away  one  of  the  parents  and  there  will  be  no  more  propa 
gation." 

It  is  for  better  to  use  sedatives  than  to  suffer  the  terrible  pain  ; 
but  there  is  a  more  excellent  way.  Abernethy  was  right.  The 
disordered  condition  of  the  nervous  and  of  the  digestive  systems 
occasions  neuralgia,  catarrh,  influenza,  and  kindred  maladies,  hav- 
ing different  names,  are  also  thus  caused  ;  and  they  all  are  prone  to 
run  into  neuralgia.  One  mode  of  treatment  will  cure  them  all. 
Relieve  the  alimentary  canal  of  its  contents  by  apocynurn,  rhu- 
barb, compound  stillingia  alterative,  or  other  mild  cathartic,  adding 
the  bi-carbonate  of  soda  to  the  medicine ;  and  follow  this  by  a 
tonic — sulphate  of  quinia,  salicin,  some  preparation  of  cohosh, 
golden  seal,  or  cypripedium,  or  whatever  tonic  is  acceptable  to 
the  patient.  Let  special  pains  be  taken  to  get  the  skin  into  health- 
ful activity,  as  this  of  itself  will  remedy  the  entire  evil.  Much 
exercise  in  the  sunshine  is  also  important.  Neuralgic  patients 
are  too  much  in  the  shade  and  in  miasmatic,  scrofula-breeding  at- 
mosphere. The  hydrate  of  chloral  is  the  modern  panacea ;  but  it 
should  not  be  given  till  carbonate  of  soda  or  other  antacids  have 
assured  a  fit  condition  of  the  stomach.  In  acid  conditions  chloral 
is  often  almost  inert. 

There  are  scores  of  remedies  as  efficient  as  what  have  been  here 
suggested ;  and  a  good  physician  needs  to  know  them  all. 


OFFICE  FORMULAE, 

BY  J.  MORRISON,  M.D.,  M. A. 

Member  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Ontario,  and  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  New  York. 

CHLORODYNE. 

This  valuable  preparation  was  originally  invented  by  Dr.  J. 
Collis  Browne,  of  England,  and,  as  an  anodyne,  it  has,  perhaps,  no 
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superior.  The  original  formula  for  its  preparation  has  never  been 
made  public,  although  it  is  extensively  dispensed  by  the  profession 
generally.  Several  successful  attempts  have  been  made  to  imitate 
it  by  many  physicians  who  have  a  dislike  to  the  use  of  secret 
nostrums. 

The  following  is  supposed  to  be  the  composition  of  Dr.  Browne's 
preparation. 

No.  1.  5  •  Formyli  Terchloridi,  3  vi. 

Capsici,  Tincturas  3  ss. 
Olei  Menthas  Piperita,  i^liii. 
Morphias  Hydrochloratis,  gr.  viii. 
Acidi  Perchlorici ,  tt^xx. 
Acidi  Hydrocyanic!  Diluti,  utxii. 
Cannabis  Indicas,  Tinct.  3  i. 
Fascis  Sacchari,  3  i- 
Misce. 

Dose :  Five  to  thijty  drops  in  a  little  cold  water. 

No.  2.  barker's  chlorody_\te. 

5 .  Formyli  Terchloridi. 

Spiritus  iEtheris  Compositi. 

Tincturas  Opii,  aa.  §  ii. 

Capsici  Tincturae,  3  xii. 

Acidi  Hydrocianici  (Scheele),  3  ii 

Syrupi  Simplicis,  5  ii- 

Misce. 

Dose  :  Ten  to  twenty-five  drops  in  water. 

To  prepare  it,  first  mix  the  syrup  with  the  chloroform  and  then 
add  the  other  ingredients. 

No.  3.  squire's  chlorodyne. 

Ii .  Formyli  Terchloridi,  §  iv. 
JEtheris  Sulph.,  §  i. 
Spiritus  Vini  Kectificati,  §  iv. 
Faecis  Sacchari,  §  iv. 
Glycyrrhizas  Glabrae,  Ext.  5  ii  ss. 
Morphias  Hydrochloratis,  gr.  viii. 
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Olei  Mentha*  Piperita',  rrixvi. 
Acidi  Hydrocyanici  Diluti,  3  ii. 
Misce. 

Dose  :  Five  to  thirty  drops. 

Dissolve  the  morphia  and  oil  of  peppermint  in  the  rectified 
spirit,  then  add  the  chloroform  and  ether;  shake  these  well  to- 
gether and  add  the  other  ingredients. 

No.  4.  dr.  bush's  chlorodyxe. 

]J.  Morphia^  Sulphatis,  3  i- 

Spiritus  Rectificati  (95  per  cent.),  3  ii. 

Formyli  terchl.,  3  vi. 

Acidi  Sulphurici,  q.  s. 

Cannabis  Indica?,  Ext.  3  ss. 

Capsici  Oleo-resin.  gtt.  xii. 

Acidi  Hydrocyanici  (Scheele's),  TUxcvi. 

Misce. 

Dose  :  Five  to  twenty  drops  in  a  little  water. 
Shake  the  morphia,  chloroform,  and  alcohol  together,  and  add 
sulphuric  acid  until  the  solution  becomes  clear,  then  add  the  other 
•  drugs. 

No.  5.  dr.  bullock's  chlorodyxe. 

1$.  Morphia?  Ilydrochloratis,  gr.  viii 
Aqua?  Pura?,  3  ss. 
Acidi  Perchlorici,  gtt.  xx. 
Cannabis  Indica?,  Tinctura?,  3  i- 
Formyli  terchl.,  3  i  ss. 
Acidi  Hydrocyanici  (U.  S.  P.),  gtt.  xii. 
Fa?cis  Sacchari,  3  ss. 
Olei  Mentha?  Piperita?,  gtt  ii. 
Capsici,  Oleo-resin,  gtt.  i. 
Misce. 

Dose  :  Three  to  twenty  drops. 

Add  the  perchloric  acid  to  the  morphia  and  water,  and  apply 
heat  until  the  solution  becomes  clear  ;  then  add  the  molasses,  pre- 
viously heated  to  render  it  fluid  :  heat  the  mixture  well.  When 
cold  add  the  rest  and  shake  thoroughly. 
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Numbers  1,  4,  and  5  are  the  best,  but  all  of  them,  after  standing 
a  few  days,  throw  down  a  sediment.  After  several  trials,  I  have 
succeeded  in  making  a  preparation  which  is  far  superior  to  any  of 
the  above.  It  does  not  throw  down  a  sediment,  is  perfectly  mis- 
cible  with  tinctures  and  fluid  extracts,  and,  as  codeia  is  substituted 
for  morphia,  it  does  not  possess  the  narcotic  properties  of  the  pre- 
ceding combinations,  in  which  the  latter  drug  largely  enters  as  an 
ingredient.  In  order  to  distinguish  it  from  similar  preparations,  I 
have  called  it 

SYRUPUS  CODEL3S  COMPOSITUS. 

No.  6.  ^.  Formyli  terchl.,  1  i. 

iEtheris  Rectificati,  3  Hi. 
Acidi  Hydrocyanici  (Scheele's),  3  ii. 
Cannabis  Indicae,  Ext.  grs.  xii. 
Codeiae,  3  ss. 

Q]ei  Mentha?  Piperita?,  gtt.  xii. 
Capsici  Tincturae,  3  i  ss. 
Acidi  Perchlorici,  3  iii- 
Faecis  Sacchari. 

Syrupi  Simplicis,  aa,  ad  §  viii. 
Misce. 

Dose :  Five  to  forty  drops  in  a  little  cold  water. 
This  preparation  is  very  valuable  as  an  anodyne  and  hypnotic 
in  bronchitis,  pneumonitis,  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  and,  in  fact,  in 
all  affections  in  which  an  anodyne  is  required.  In  hysteria,  ob- 
stinate vomiting  during  pregnancy,  and  gastroclynia,  it  is  almost 
a  specific.  When  combined  with  some  of  the  vegetable  expecto- 
rants, such  as  syrup  of  ipecacuanha,  sanguinaria,  or  lobelia,  it  forms 
one  of  the  best  cough  mixtures  known.  In  peritonitis,  enteritis, 
and  pleuritis,  I  give  it  with  fluid  extract  of  aconite,  or  veratrum 
viride,  and  have  always  obtained  the  most  happy  results  from  it. 
I  have  been  very  successful  in  treating  pulmonary  consumption 
in  the  first  and  second  stages  with  the  following  combinations : 

Syrupi  Codeia?  Comp.,  §  i  ss. 

Syrupi  Hypopbosphiti  Comp.,  §  vi  ss. 

Misce. 

Dose  :  A  teaspoonful  three  or  four  times  a  day.  Yel 
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]J.  Syrupi  Codeiic  Comp.,  §  i  ss. 
Syrupi  Pruui  Virgin.,  §  iv  ss. 
Misce. 

Dose :  A  teaspoon  ful  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

It  relieves  cough,  checks  night-sweats,  quiets  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, and  aids  digestion  better  than  any  other  combination  of  rem- 
edies with  which  I  am  acquainted.  As  a  carminative  for  children 
it  has  no  superior.  In  some  forms  of  diarrhoea,  I  have  found  it 
very  efficient  when  combined  with  the  aromatic  syrup  of  rhubarb 
or  with  syrup  of  rhubarb  and  soda  of  the  American  Dispensatory. 

FERRUGINOUS  ELIXIR  OF  CINCHONJE. 

Pulveris  Cinchonas,  §  iv. 
Aqiue  Cinnamoni,  Oii,  ss. 
Aquas  Cari,  Oi. 
Tinct.  Auranti,  0  ss. 
Alcoholis,  0  ss. 
Spts.  Vini  Gallici,  0  ss. 
Syrupi  Simplicis,  Oiii. 
Ferri,  Citratis  et  Pyrophosphatis,  aa.,  §  l 
Dose  :  3  ss  to  3  ii  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 

Make  a  tincture  with  the  alcohol  and  brandy,  and  then  add  the 
other  ingredients.  This  forms  a  very  agreeable  tonic  for  children 
and  delicate  females. 

DIARRHCEA  MIXTURE. 

Radicis  Rubi  Villosi,  lb.  J 

Corticis  Querci  Albas,  J  ii. 

Aqua^,  0  viii. 
Boil  down  to  one  pint  and  add, 

Spts.  Yini  Gallici,  3  vi. 

Pulv.  Caryophylli,  3  vi. 

Pulv.  Cinnamomi,  3  vi. 

Tr.  Olei  Menth.  Piperita?,  3  iv. 
Dose  :  i  3  to  3  ss.  as  often  as  necessary. 

Toronto,  July,  1871. 
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CASES  IN  PRACTICE. 

BY  JAMES  L.  REAT,  M.  D. 

October  4th,  1870,  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady  73  years  of  age, 
who  was  suffering  from  an  extensive  carbuncle,  situate  over  the 
right  scapula.  A  few  days  previous  a  physician  had  made  a  deep 
crucial  incision  into  the  tumor,  upon  the  supposition  that  there 
was  a  large  accumulation  of  pus  beneath  the  cutaneous  surface  ; 
but  this  proved  to  be  erroneous. 

The  patient,  in  addition  to  her  extreme  age,  always  feeble  in 
health,  now  became  rapidly  prostrate,  and  gangrenous  inflamma- 
tion enveloped  the  swelling.  My  first  effort  was  to  arrest  the 
sphacelus  by  subcutaneous  injections  between  the  dead  and  living 
parts,  but  as  the  line  of  demarcation  was  vaguely  defined  I  failed, 
and  decided  to  dissect  away  the  gangrenous  portion,  which  I  did 
by  commencing  an  incision  immediately  over  the  spinous  process 
of  the  third  dorsal  vertebrae,  carrying  it  latterly  to  the  spine  of  the 
scapula,  then  downward  to  the  posterior  border  of  the  scapula, 
thence  on  a  line  with  the  base  of  that  bone  to  the  tenth  dorsal 
vertebrae,  and  from  that  point  immediately  on  the  right  of  the 
spinous  processes  of  the  dorsal  vertebrae  to  the  point  of  com- 
mencement. 

The  black  cadaverous  parts  were  removed,  leaving  the  perios- 
teum exposed  ;  somewhere  shreds  of  tendons  adhered  in  semi-dis- 
organized condition.  The  extensive  wound  was  dressed  with 
carbolic  acid  and  glycerine,  the  strength  of  the  following  pre- 
scription being  varied  to  suit  developing  indications : 

^ .  Carbolic  Acid,  §  ss. 
Glycerine,  3  iss. 
Aquae,  pure,  §  viij. 

Pledgets  of  lint,  saturated  with  this  solution,  were  kept  con- 
stantly applied,  over  which  large  elm  poultices  were  placed,  and 
dressings  frequently  changed.  This  constituted  the  entire  local 
treatment ;  very  little  more  sloughing  occurred,  and  that  at  the 
lower  border  of  the  wound.  An  occasional  saline  draught,  with 
small  portions  of  citrate  of  iron  and  tincture  cinchona,  embraced 
all  the  constitutional  remedies  required.    Patient  made  a  good 
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recovery,  which  I  consider  would  have  been  the  next  thing  to  an 
impossibility,  without  the  aid  of  carbolic  acid. 

Second  Case. — On  the  fourth  of  June  last,  I  was  called  to  see 
a  little  boy,  aged  seven  years,  who  had  just  been  kicked  by  a 
horse.  Saw  and  examined  the  injury  in  less  than  five  minutes 
after  it  had  been  inflicted.  Found  a  small  punctured  wound  over 
the  centre  of  right  parietal  bone — which  had  evidently  been  made 
by  the  head  of  a  nail  in  the  shoe  of  the  horse.  Immediately  sur- 
rounding the  wound  there  was  rapid  tumefaction.  The  hemor- 
rhage, which  was  at  first  very  free,  gradually  ceased ;  no  other 
bruise  could  be  found  ;  no  cerebral  disturbance  ;  no  change  in  the 
pupil  of  the  eye ;  no  acceleration  of  the  pulse  ;  the  patient  perfectly 
rational  and  complaining  of  no  pain,  except  what  was  caused  by 
bathing  and  washing  off  the  blood.  In  half  an.  hour  the  blood 
began  to  ooze  from  the  wound  and  flow  freely,  until  most  of  the 
swelling  disappeared,  when  I  noticed  that  quite  an  amount  of  brain 
substance  was  being  carried  along  with  the  arterial  current.  I  then 
discovered  fracture  with  depression,  and  communicated  the  intelli- 
gence to  the  parents  in  as  guarded  a  manner  as  possible.  An  opera- 
tion was  decided  upon,  chloroform  administered  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, and  two  incisions  made  through  the  scalp  in  the  shape  of  the 
letter  "A",  the  flap  dissected  and  turned  down,  revealing  a  frac- 
ture two  inches  in  length  (antero-posterior)  and  one  and  a  half  inches 
in  breadth.  The  fractured  bones  were  driven  deep  down  beneath 
the  overlapping  surrounding  edges,  and  pressing  upon  the  dura 
mater,  the  use  of  a  trephine  becoming  necessary  to  their  removal. 
The  dura  mater  and  pia  mater  were  both  lacerated  in  two  places 
through  which  the  substance  of  the  brain  was  oozing. 

The  flap  was  replaced  and  held  in  situ  by  wire  sutures,  and  the 
patient  allowed  to  pass  from  under  an  esthetic  influence,  when 
almost  immediately  an  alarming  hemorrhage  occurred,  which 
seemed  to  indicate  that  the  arteria  meningea  media  had  been  in- 
jured, "  as  the  largest  accumulations  of  blood  are  met  with  be- 
tween the  dura  mater  and  the  anterior  inferior  angle  of  the  parietal 
bone,  where  it  seems  to  be  effused  from  the  meningeal  artery  f1  it 
ceased,  however,  without  developing  symptoms  of  prostration. 

Pledgets  of  lint,  soaked  in  a  weak  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  were 
the  constant  and  only  dressings  to  the  head ;  au  occasional  aperi- 
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ent  was  given,  oranges  and  lemons  allowed  ad  libitum,  and  nour- 
ishing diet.  The  patient  complained  of  no  pain,  and  convalesced 
rapidly  without  any  cerebral  disturbance ;  had  no  arterial  excite- 
ment or  depression;  no  stertorous  breathing;  no  dilated  or  con- 
tracted pupil  (otherwise  than  in  health) ;  his  mind  was  entirely 
clear  from  first  to  last,  except  when  the  cerebral  functions  were 
suspended  by  the  chloroform,  and  all  the  mental  operations 
vigorous. 

This  was  without  doubt  a  case  of  fracture  with  depression  ;  how 
can  the  anomalous  symptoms  be  accounted  for  ?  Did  the  brain 
accommodate  itself  to  the  depression  ?  Was  it  good  practice  to 
operate  ?    Will  ossification  replace  the  lost  bone  ? 

Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Abernethy  and  Prof.  Syme,  direct  us  not  to 
operate  if  there  are  no  symptoms  of  compression.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  opinion  of  others  upon  the  various  points  of  interest  in 
these  parallel  cases. 

Tuscola,  III.,  July,  1871. 

ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

PRESCRIPTIONS  FROM  MY  NOTE-BOOK. 

BY  0.  E.  NEWTON,  M.D. 

ZINC  APPLICATION  FOR  SYPHILIS. 
I> .  Zinci  Chloridi. 
Hydrastini,  aa. 
Aquse,  q.s. 

Mix  to  the  consistency  of  a  paste.  Adjust  upon  the  affected 
part  a  piece  of  adhesive  plaster  size,  having  first  made  an  opening 
in  the  plaster  sufficiently  large  to  leave  the  chancre  uncovered,  and 
apply  the  paste.  One  application  will  generally  destroy  the  virus 
and  neutralize  all  infectious  elements.  The  ulcer  should  afterward 
be  dressed  with  a  poultice  of  elm  till  sloughing  ensues. 

Then  apply  twice  daily  a  salve  compound  of  equal  parts  of 
Mayers  ointment  and  simple  cerate,  with  two  grains  of  sulphate 
of  morphia  to  each  ounce  ;  and  continue  till  the  sore  heals. 


1871.] 


Prescriptions  from  my  Note-Book. 


125 


RHEUMATIC  LINIMENT. 

01.  Olei,  3  xxv. 
Aquae  Ammon,  §  x- 
Aconiti  Tincturge,  $  xx. 
Camphora?  Tinct.,  5  xv. 
Origani  Olei,  3  v. 
Pini  Canadensis,  3  v. 
Lauri  Cinn.  Ess.,  3  ij. 
Alcohol,  Oii  +  3  viss. 
Apply  twice  daily,  and  rub  in  with  hot  flannel. 

HYDROCELE. 

The  first  treatment  to  be  given  to  hydrocele  is  tapping,  which 
should  be  followed  by  an  injection  of  tincture  of  iodine  of  half 
strength.  On  the  second  day,  compress  with  adhesive  straps  ap- 
plied tightly,  care  being  taken  that  the  pressure  shall  be  uniform. 
This  treatment  is  to  be  repeated  daily  until  the  extra  thickenings 
of  the  tissues  are  absorbed,  which  usually  occurs  in  from  seven  to 
nine  days. 

The  subsequent  treatment  causes  adhesive  inflammation,  which 
obliterates  the  cavities  which  had  contained  the  water.  I  have 
frequently  performed  this  operation,  succeeding  in  several  cases 
where  there  had  been  previous  failures. 

SYRUP  FOR  CROUP. 

5 .  Scillarum  Syrupi.  3  xij. 
Ipecacuanha?  Syr.,  3  vj. 
Lobelia?  Infl.  Syr.,  §  viij. 
Lauri  Cinn.  Olei. 
Anisi  Olei. 

Anodyne  Hon0,  aa.,  qs. 
Administer  two  teaspoonfuls  in  warm  water  every  few  minutes 
— five  to  ten  or  fifteen,  as  the  case  may  require — till  vomiting  is 
occasioned.  Then  continue  the  medicine  as  an  expectorant  as  the 
case  requires. 

OINTMENT  FOR  CROUP. 

Ijc .  Lobelia?  Infl.  Semirum  Pulv. 
Nicotii  Pulv.  (Macobuy).  aa. 
Sui  Adipis,  q.s. 
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Spread  the  ointment  on  linen  or  soft  leather,  and  apply  over  the 
heart  and  throat,  continuing  the  application  as  long  as  the  case 
requires. 

DIURETIC  POWDERS. 

5  •  Althse  Officinalis. 
Euonjmi  Foliarum. 
Uva3  Ursi  Fob,  aa.,  §  ij. 
Lauri  Cinn.  Pulveris,  |j. 
Acacias  Gummi,  §  ss. 
M.  Divide  into  eighteen  parts. 
Put  one  of  these  powders  to  a  quart  of  boiling  water,  steep  well 
and  strain,  or  let  it  settle,  and  use  as  a  common  drink  instead  of 
water. 

PILLS  FOR  CONSTIPATION. 

1$.  Strychnia?  Ale.  Extr.,  grs.  xx. 
Podophyllini  Triturati. 
(Butter-nut)  Extracti. 
Hyosciami  Nigri  Ext.,  aa.,  grs.  xxx. 
Ehei  Palmati,  grs.  xl. 
f     M.  Make  into  eighty  pills. 
Take  one  before  each  meal  and  at  bed-time. 

FERRO-QUINIA  PILLS. 

IJ .  Quinine  Sulphatis. 

Ferri  Hydrocyanati,  aa.  grs.  xxx. 
M.  Make  into  thirty  pills. 

Give  one  every  two,  three,  or  four  hours,  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire. 

CATHARTIC  PILLS. 

$ .  Podophyllini,  3  ij. 
Leptandrini,  §  iv. 
Capsici  Annui  Pulv.,  3  j. 
Rhei  Palmati  Pulv.,  3  vj. 
Zinziberis,  Extr.  Fl.,  qs. 
M.  Make  into  three  hundred  and  sixty  pills. 
Having  first  most  thoroughly  triturated  the  mixed  materials. 
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Two  pills  in  ordinary  states  of  biliousness,  and  if  they  do  not  op- 
erate in  fourteen  hours,  give  one  to  two  more,  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire. 

Cincinnati,  0.  —  

METALLIC  PARALYSIS. 

BY  MISS  ANNA  T.  N1VIS0N,  M.  D. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1870,  Mr.  W.,  of  this  place,  asked  our 
consideration  of  the  case  of  his  son,  a  young  man  of  about  thirty 
years  of  age,  who  had  exhibited  symptoms  of  a  peculiar  nature. 
The  phenomena,  which  were  especially  noticed,  were  double 
vision,  dropsy  of  the  eyelids,  often  with  utter  inability  to  keep 
them  open,  want  of  power  to  move  the  limbs  and  great  debility. 
The  strength  was  steadily  becoming  less  from  day  to  day. 

Several  weeks  afterward  the  patient  presented  himself.  When 
I  first  saw  him  his  movements  were  like  those  of  a  blind  man. 
lie  carried  a  staff,  was  led  along,  and  seemed  to  grope  .his  way. 
In  stepping,  he  first  planted  his  heel  and  then  the  entire  foot 
came  down  with  a  sort  of  thud,  as  if  it  was  dropped  on  the 
ground.  His  eyelids  dropped,  almost  covering  the  balls  of  the 
eyes,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  lift  up  his  chin  and  lower  part  of 
tbe  face  to  enable  him  to  discern  objects. 

Upon  being  questioned,  he  stated  that  he  had  served  in  the 
army  during  the  late  civil  war,  but  was  in  good  health  when 
mustered  out.  He  had,  almost  six  months  previous,  noticed  a 
singular  affection  of  his  eyes,  that  he  saw  objects  double.  This 
continued  about  two  months,  when  other  symptoms  were  also 
perceived,  which  excited  alarm.  He  found  his  strength  giving 
way;  there  was  weakness  in  all  the  joints,  and  much  inability  to 
move  the  limbs.  Sometimes  when  walking  in  the  street  he  found 
great  difficulty  in  placing  one  foot  before  the  other,  and  if  he  was 
much  fatigued  he  often  failed  entirely  in  the  endeavor  to  walk. 
He  noticed  also  pains  occasionally,  in  the  back,  over  the  region 
of  the  kidneys.  In  other  respects  he  had  considered  his  health 
as  not  impaired,  ne  had  been  under  the  care  of  several  physi- 
cians, and  undergone  several  modes  of  treatment  An  oculist  of 
repute  had  also  examined  him  and  prescribed  for  his  eyes,  but 
without  success.    He  had  derived  no  apparent  benefit  from  any 
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of  his  medical  advisers,  none  of  whom  divined  the  cause  and 
specific  nature  of  his  trouble.  They  pronounced  it  paralysis,  and 
prescribed  accordingly,  but  their  investigation  reached  no  farther. 
About  four  months  had  been  spent  in  this  way. 

My  first  inquiries  were  directed  to  his  habits  and  pursuits.  I 
learned  that  he  had  been  employed  at  the  manufactory  of  mowing 
and  reaping  machines  in  the  city  of  Auburn.  It  was  his  depart- 
ment to  prepare  the  metallic  composition  used  in  the  construction 
of  certain  parts  of  the  implements.  Lead,  antimony  and  tin  were 
the  ingredients  of  this  composition.  I  immediately  remarked  that 
I  had  perceived  the  cause  and  specific  character  of  his  ailment. 
It  was  paralysis,  induced  by  poisoning,  from  inhaling  and  absorb- 
ing noxious  metallic  vapor. 

He  came  under  treatment  here  a  short  time  afterward.  We 
began  with  warm  baths,  of  the  temperature  of  90°  to  95°  Fahren- 
heit ;  accompanying  their  administration  with  the  use  of  the  elec- 
tric battery.  The  internal  medication  was  directed  to  the  pro- 
moting of  the  action  of  the  skin,  liver  and  kidneys,  in  fact  of  the 
entire  glandukj*  system.  Podophylin  in  large  doses,  leptandrin, 
fluid  extract  of  taraxacum,  acetate  of  potassa  and  sweet  spirits  of 
nitre  were  used  in  turn  for  this  purpose.  Occasionally  the  baths 
were  omitted  for  a  week,  and  the  application  made  instead  of  the 
leibenschwiher  and  oleum  baunscheidti,  to  the  surface  of  the  body 
chiefly  over  the  region  of  the  spine  and  upon  the  limbs. 

After  the  first  few  days  of  treatment,  there  was  noticed  a  pecu- 
liar odor,  rank  and  very  offensive.  Purple  spots  also  would  appear 
on  the  face  and  body,  which  would  vanish  after  a  few  minutes. 
There  presently  began  to  manifest  indications  of  improvement. 
His  skin  became  more  clear,  the  eyelids  were  more  natural,  the 
strength  increased,  and  the  control  and  power  over  the  muscles 
were  more  marked.  The  double  vision  troubled  him  less,  and 
after  the  lapse  of  three  months  ceased,  entirely.  His  eyes  became 
fully  restored ;  his  health  otherwise  was  good,  and  in  December 
he  left,  to  return  to  his  family,  the  unfavorable  symptoms  entirely 
removed. 

A  journal  was  kept  of  the  case,  and  the  treatment  from  day  to 
day  was  carefully  noted,  with  the  results ;  but  as  this  was  gov- 
erned directly  by  the  symptoms  as  they  were  manifest  at  specific 
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periods,  it  lias  been  considered  sufficient  to  give  a  general  view  of 
the  case  and  its  treatment,  instead  of  an  extended  diary.  It  cer- 
tainly was  very  gratifying  to  make  a  successful  diagnosis  and 
cure  of  a  patient  where  able  practitioners  Lad  employed  their 
skill  in  vain. 
Dryden,  N.  Y. 


PERISCOPE. 


NEW  REMEDIES. 

Dr.  Bex.jamix  W.  Kichardson"  reviews  a  number  of  new  rem- 
edies in  the  London  Practitioner.  His  article  deserves  quoting  at 
length. 

I. —  Orga  nic  Bromides. 

The  success  that  has  attended  the  administration  of  some  of  the 
inorganic  bromides,  the  potassium  bromide  especially,  has  led  me 
in  the  past  few  months  to  prescribe  organic  bromides,  and  as  the 
results  of  the  experience  have  been  in  many  ways  satisfactory,  I 
venture  to  record  them.  The  physiological  action  of  bromine  it- 
self— the  element — is  definite  and  well  pronounced.  In  the  old 
parlance  it  is  an  irritant,  but  the  term  does  not  strictly  indicate  all 
that  it  effects.  To  a  certain  extent  a  volatile  body,  it  produces, 
when  it  is  inhaled,  a  peculiar  constricting  action  in  the  vessels 
which  supply  the  secreting  surfaces  with  their  blood,  so  that 
inhalation  of  its  diluted  vapor  makes  the  mucous  surfaces  with 
which  it  comes  into  contact  dry  and  painful.  After  a  time  there 
is  what  may  be  called  a  reaction,  due  probably  to  temporary  paral- 
ysis of  the  vessels,  and  then  there  follows  a  free  excretion  of  iluid, 
what  the  older  writers  would  designate  a  flux  or  salivation, 
attended  with  some  degree  of  local  insensibility. 

Applied  directly,  in  the  liquid  form,  to  the  body,  and  especially 
to  a  mucous  surface,  it  acts  as  a  direct  destructive  of  tissue,  not 
precisely  as  a  caustic,  but  as  a  substance  which  leads  to  shrinking 
and  slow  death,  with  still  more  determinate  local  insensibility. 

In  combination  with  other  elements,  as  with  potassium,  its 
direct  action  is  modified  but  not  removed.  Passing  through  the 
tissues  in  a  condition  of  line  distribution,  and  probably  separating 
from  its  ally,  it  exerts  on  the  nervous  matter  its  special  sedative 
influence,  causing,  if  it  be  carried  far  enough,  its  direct  paralyzing 
influence  over  the  vessels  which  govern  secretion,  and  leading  to 
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a  certain  extent  to  decreased  sensibility  of  the  nerves  which 

^Twhole, taSSK*  ^  considered  as  a  medicine  whinh 
acts  Primari  ?on  the  sympathetic  or  organic  system  of  the  nervous 
svSem  Md  as  a  modifier  of  vascular  tension  ;  and  tins,  whether 
?rbe?phed  locally  and  directly,  or  generally  and  indirectly—.*. 

^Thns^wf  may  rationally  administer  bromine  with  any  other 
auEcTmTUch  it  will  enter  into  chemical  form  of  cpmbi- 
substance  «"«  development  of  its  due  independent 

been  made  to  combine. 

Bromide  of  Quinine.  ; 

Bromide  of  quinine  is  formed  by  subjecting  the  alkaloid  quima 

JSromlac^or 

brpnude  of  p— m    The  bromide  as  d, 

Cefe  tfemp  oy'i  as  a  spup  containing  one  gram  of  it 
m  every  &  Icnm!  The  dose  of  this  syrup  is  from  one  to  four 
fluid  drachms. 

Bromide  of  Morphine.  • 

Bromide  of  morphine  is  made  by  a  similar  process  to  that  used 
for  making  bromide  of  quinine;  morphine  or  a  ^of  morptane 

one  to  four  fluid  drachms. 
Bromide  of  Strychnine. 

TWnide  of  strychnine  is  made  in  the  same  way  as  the  two  last- 
nanaT^ 

°f  ^"CtUrtv  second  of  IgSin  Sf  the  bromide  being  contained 
^SrarS2f£&.  syrup.    The  dose  of  ft*  syrup 
is  from  one  to  four  fluid  drachms. 
Combinations. 

I  am  in  the  habit  of  sometimes  combining  the  preparation 

S»  tU«i  fluid  to°to  °»  a»      «""■»* "  of 
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the  salt  of  quinine  with  an  eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  salt  of  mor- 
phine: or  I  combine  the  three  salts,  so  that  the  fluid  drachm  of 
syrup .contains  a  grain  of  the  quinine,  an  eighth  of  a  <^in  of  the 
morphme,  and  a  th  rtj-second  of  a  grain  of  sfrvchninelatt  Sneak 
ing  generally  ot  all  these  salts.  I  mav  state  that,  in  action  the  bro- 
mide throughout,  in  so  far  as  its  action  is  indicated  is  eliminat  e 
miniSf:aHTf  /  "^.^  bromide  of  quinine  can  tad 
m.n,s,e  ed  freely,  when  quinine  itself,  or  any  other  salts  of  it 

hrZ  rif™;  7  t0lerated  c  1  Wn  e'lua%  clear  that  the  bromide 
favor,  the  sedative  action  of  morphia,  while  it  at  the  same  time 
S  hfe  ast'-'nge".ey  which  morphia  induces:  and  lasd^I  am 
sat  sued  from  experiment  that  brom.de  reduces,  or  rather  rabdra 
and  prolongs,  the  action  of  strychnine  on  muscular  motion 
-Votes  on  Practice. 

n,^HVeprefCribed  bromide<>f  quinine,  and  the  other  bromides 
named  ma  large  number  ot  cases  of  disease,  and  with  re°uksl 

tt  Z  S  ?SpeCt-    1  !f  Proceed  brie%  to  indicate  tnelead 
gRrT  tUat,haveoccurred  to  ™     the  course  of  observation 
Bromide  of  quinine  sunj.lv  appears  to  me  to  be  of  good  sendee 

,rn n  \  rre  TT!  J?*™  and  Patent  svmpwms  fo?low 
,  1  hardl-V  SPea,k  ™W  of  the  sVmf  toms  which 
patient*  themselves  connect  with  that  maladv.  but  rather  of  thoi 

nsidious  symptoms  which  we,  as  medical  men,  who  have  lived 
long  enougu  to  have  seen  years  of  practice,  trace  baekto^svph 

,  t  heredl,ar-v  or  acq^d.  A  case  of  recurrine  rheirna- 
torn  ot  tins  na  ure ;  a  case  of  recurring  ulceration  of  the 
a  case  of  general  nervous  exhaustion,  with  hyine  pains  in  the  limbV 
tons  of  appetite,  general  debility,  loss  of  hair,  a^remain n* 
emng  enmrgement  m  the  groin,  a  sequence  of  bubo  :  thefe have 
been  instances  in  which  the  administration  of  the  1  romide of 
quinine,  m  doses  of  from  two  to  three  grains  three 

oZ^Z  Te  1T,ediatel-J"uand  d«ermi,Tatelv  beneficial  than  anv 
other  treatment  I  have  either  practised  myseh,  or  seen  practiWd 
by  my  brethren  of  physic,  in  such  forms  ofdLsease  Practls«l 
One  great  advantage  of  this  preparation  seems  to  me  to  be  that 
it  allows  one  to  give  much  larger  doses  of  quinine  than  are  com 
mon  and  m  frequent  and  continued  doses  without  settm"  I  the 
symptoms  ot  neadache.  oppression,  and  singing  in  the  earl  which 
mark  what  has  been  called  cinchonism.  Thus"  we  mav  Jive  three 
grains  ot  bromide  of  quinine,  three  times  a  day,  withou, incZ 
vemence  tor  several  days  if  a  smaller  dose  does^TeS 

t.L  ?"  i**  ,hat  .tbe  bromide  of  I"™1*  might  be  adminis 
tered  with  advantage  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  rontariouT  d£ 
eases,  such  as  small-pox.    It  would,  I  think,  alia v  the  severe  ner- 
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introduce  the  bromide  mtc >  P^cUce  I         not  had 

to  communicate  in  a  future  number  of  this  journal. 
Bromide  of  Morphine 

tion  of  administration     r  or  ^      determinate  insama,  m 

^JtSlSt^  frodueihg  sleep  wdtbout  produeUor i  of 

nausea  or  other  distress^ ;  symptom    ^X  wh^  belongs  to 

apt  we  are  to  ascribe  ar l  efficacy  to  new —the  action  of  this 

other  causes    -fj  *h^f  Hrite  °in  fact  mainly  to  secure 

SCeTSp  LSXcli ewill  ensue  when  many  acute  obse, 

tersarf bringing  the  same  remedy  into  dady  use. 

The  Bromides  of  Quinine  and  Morphime  _ 

in  combination  constitute  a  remedy  * 'J^^^g^ 

their  administration^  I  cannot  speak  gjgd^,  compound  . 

of  disease  seem  £  ^^^Son,  diabetic  phthisis  and  ex- 
viz.,  neuralgia  fever,  cerewai  i  of  q  c 

treme  ^^^^S^^f  a  drachm  of  the 
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fering  from  right  hemiplegia,  the  most  distressing  symptom  I 
Have  had  to  meet  has  been  intense  sciatic  neuralgia.'  A  lter  a  run 
ot.all  narcotic  tonic  measures,  I  found  happily  in  the  bromide 
ot  quinine  and  iron  a  remedy  which  lias  now  for  three  months 
held  him  free  of  suffering,  and,  as  a  consequence  of.  freedom 
trom  paw  and  sleepless  weariness,  has  led  to  a  distinct  im- 
provement in  his  general  health. 

In  diabetic  phthisis  I  have  administered  the  bromide  of  quinine 
and  morphia  with  the  same  freedom.  Under  its  influence,  in 
these  cases  the  quantity  of  sugar  and  of  fluid  excreted  by  the 
urine  notably  decreases,  cough  is  relieved,  the  appetite  and  diges- 
tive power  is  improved,  and  the  recurrent  hectic  is  held  in  abey- 
ance more  certainly,  I  think,  than  by  any  other  remedy  or  com- 
bination of  remedies  with  which  I  am  practically  conversant 

in  a  case  of  intermittent  pulse,  where  the  lapse  in  the  heart- 
stroke  was  painfully  frequent,  where  there  was  continued  feverish 
restlessness,  and  a  fear  of  going  to  sleep  that  more  than  all  sus- 
tained the  irregular  nervous  action,  the  symptoms  gave  way  at 
once  under  a  few  doses  of  bromide  of  quinine  and  morphia  in  a 
manner  that  was  as  gratifying  to  the  prescriber  as  to  the  patient, 
ine  purpose  of  the  medicine,  in  a  word,  was  promptly  fulfilled 
and  as  demonstrably  as  if  it  had  afforded  mechanical  instead  of 
therapeutical  relief.  In  a  second  case  of  intermittent  pulse,  where 
the  mtermittency  is  the  prelude  of  great  mental  excitement,  fol- 
lowed by  depression  and  melancholia,  the  remedy  has  exerted  a 
similar  beneficent  influence.  It  induces  rest  and  sleep  without 
the  production  of  deep  narcotism  and  without  deraneine  di- 
gestion. s  0 

The  Bromide  of  Strychnine 

lias  rendered  unquestionable  service  in  a  few  cases  of  dyspepsia 
with  and  from  dehcient  nervous  control  over  the  vascular  supply 
of  the  organs  concerned  in  the  process  of  digestion,  in  cases  of 
partial  organic  nervous  paralysis  of  the  ventrical  division  of  the 
organic  nervous  system.  In  such  cases  of  disease,  and  they 
are  by  no  means  uncommon,  where,  when  the  body  is  with- 
out food,  there  is  a  knowledge  of  hunger  without  the  true 
sense >  oi  it;  when  there  is  congestion  of  liver,  and  suppressed 
Beoretion  to-day,  accompanied  by  giddiness,  'and  irritability, 
and  precordial  oppression,  with  diarrhoea  to-morrow,  and  then 
constipation  :  m  these  cases  the  bromide  of  strychnine  in  the  pro 

dail^  may  be  given  three  times 

dallj  with  marked  advantage,  an  alterative  being  at  the  same 
time  occasionally  added. 

In-  some  mixed  cases  of  nervous  pain,  with  want  of  organic  ner- 
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vous  action  in  the  digestive  organs,  I  have  combined  the  bromide 
of  strvc  nfne  w:th  bromide  of  quinine,  and  in  many  cases  of  this 
nature  I  have  prescribed  the  three  bromides  with  good  results. 

S^up  of  the  bromide  of  quinine  and  strychnine,  and  syrup  of 
t>,P  hromide  of  quinine,  morphine  and  strychnine,  will  both,  1 
leLveTecome  Tvorite  compounds  with  the  profession,  finding 

Jh  "  place  as  Eastihs  syrup  of  l***!**"^^^ 
ine  and  strychnine  has  found  its  place  m  the  list  ot  tried  ana  ap 

PriYned  olefpolnfof  practice  remains  to  me  only  to  note.  In 
ca2s  whtre  Aere \s  much  dryness  and  irritability  of  the  mucous 
menbTane  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx,  the  bromide, ;  are .not ^com- 
mendable •  the  bromine  increases  the  irritation.  I  his  was  so 
marked  in' a  case  where  there  was  a  small  ulcerated  surface  in  the 
Wx  that  I  had  to  stop  the  administration  altogether,  the  small- 
es/dose  producing  violent  and  long-continued  irritative  cough  and 
spasm.— Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Hair  in  the  Human  Stomach. 

T)r  CxULL  brought  before  the  Clinical  Society  of  London  a 
case  of  aLumu  at  on  of  hair  in  the  human  stomach,  occurring  m 
the  ^  acti  e  of  Br.  Godfrey,  of  Enfield,  the  "stances  of 
which  were  similar  to  those  of  one  reported J?y  Dr  Be,t,  of 
Louth  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  December,  186 9^   In  the 

Sich  extended  through  the  pylorus  ^  £g 
Tf  W rases  as  lowing  that  there  was  some  common  cause  for 
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most  museums  contain  hair-bezoars  of  different  kinds,  from  liorses 
and  cows. 

Dr.  Harbeshon  quoted  a  similar  case,  in  which  a  mass  of  hair 
had  formed  a  complete  cast  of  the  stomach.  In  this  case  the 
patient  died  from  peritonitis. 

Dr.  Langdown  Down  referred  to  a  case  brought  before  the 
Pathological  Society  five  years  ago ;  that  of  an  idiot  boy  who 
was  employed  in  mattress-making,  who  died  from  obstruction  and 
peritonitis,  and  in  whose  jejunum  a  great  mass  of  hair  was  found. 
Several  cases  that  had  occurred  on  the  Continent  were  recorded 
by  Crispe. 

Mr.  Cooper  Forster  suggested  that  the  smell  of  grease  might 
possibly  induce  women  and  children  to  nibble  their  hair. 


The  Medical  Lata  of  Louisiana. 

We  obtain  the  following  from  a  late  number  of  the  Thibodeaux 
Sentinel: — 

A  medical  board  has  been  in  existence  ever  since  the  founda- 
tion of  Louisiana  into  a  State.  It  \vas  established  in  this  State 
by  the  legislature.  This  board  of  physicians,  constituting  the 
faculty  of  Louisiana  into  two  districts,  the  eastern  and  western, 
are  distinguished  for  the  zeal  and  acquirement  in  the  practice  of 
their  profession,  which  are  appointed  by  the  government  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  every  five  years  pre- 
ceding, for  the  purpose  of  examining  those  persons  who  wish  to 
commence  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery.  It  is  their  duty 
to  examine  candidates  for  licenses  to  practice  in  the  State.  Those 
are  exempted  from  an  examination,  however,  who  may  have  been 
graduated,  but  they  are  required  to  obtain  a  license  from  the  med- 
ical board.  The  Board  of  Examiners  have  always  adopted  a  rigid 
examination  as  the  surest  means  of  elevating  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  doing  justice  to  the  applicants 
and  the  community.  Meanwhile,  this  body  has  the  power  to 
grant  a  license  to  a  candidate  even  without  a  diploma.  The 
license  or  diploma  granted  is  to  be  recorded  in  one  of  the  district 
courts  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 


Opium  in  Diabetes. 

Dr.  H.  Thompson  lately  read  to  the  Clinical  Society  of  London 
some  notes  of  a  case  of  Diabetes  treated  with  opium.  The  patient, 
aged  35,  exhibited  well  marked  symptoms  of  diabetes.  Eighteen 
months  before  admission  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital  he  began  to 
pass  large  quantities  of  urine,  and,  during  the  last  six  months,  his 
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lips  and  teeth  stuck  together  in  the  morning,  and  a  viscid  secre- 
tion exuded  from  the  roof  of  his  mouth.  His  tongue  began  to 
darken,  and  eventually  became  black.  Seven  or  eight  weeks 
before  admission  he  perceived  a  peculiar  saccharine  taste  in  his 
mouth,  and  his  sight  grew  dim.  When  admitted  he  had  a 
densely -coated  blackish  tongue,  feeble. gait,  and  desponding  aspect. 
Passed  eight  pints  and  a  half  of  urine  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  of 
specific  gravity  1042.5,  the  total  amount  of  sugar  being  6.095 
grains.  He  had  persistent  headache,  pains  in  the  loins,  intense 
thirst,  ravenous  appetite,  occasional  hasmoptysis,  night  sweats, 
sponginess  of  the  gums,  and  looseness  of  the  teeth.  The  patient 
was  treated  with  large  and  repeated  doses  of  opium  for  six  weeks, 
given  in  the  compound  soap  pill,  the  solution  of  morphia,  and 
Battley's  solution,  until  the  daily  quantity  amounted  to  twelve  or 
fourteen  grains,  when  it  was  discontinued  on  account  of  intense 
headache.  The  opium  treatment  resulted  in  a  diminution  of  the 
flow  of  urine  and  the  amount  of  sugar,  but  no  change  in  the  spe- 
cific gravity  or  in  the  general  symptoms  until  a  fortnight  after 
the  opium  was  abandoned.  He  then  improved,  and  lost  the  dis- 
tinctive diabetic  expression.  -Dr.  Thompson  hence  concluded  that 
the  opium  treatment  was  not  beneficial,  and  ascribed  the  improve- 
ment to  other  remedies,  to  a  well-regulated  diet,  and  to  favorable 
sanitary  conditions. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Upon  Diphtheritic  Membranes. — By  Dr.  Letzerich. — Translated 
from  the  German  by  Dr.  M.  PFLAUM  of  Pittsburg,  Penn. 

Diphtheritic  membranes,  taken  from  a  large  number  of  children 
who  suffered  from  diphtheritis  fancium  et  laryngis,  showed  upon 
examination,  after  having  been  slightly  hardened  in  a  solution  of 
chromic  acid,  according  to  the  different  stages  of  inflammation, 
different  stages  of  development  of  a  fungus  (hygodesmus-fuscus  ?) 
upon  and  within  the  mucous  membrane.  At  first  they  are  to  be 
found  in  the  adhering  mucus,  roundish,  strongly  shining  granules ; 
later,  yellowish  or  brownish  ones.  From  these  shoot  out  very 
thin  and  tender  filaments,  which  often  form  a  very  dense  cluster 
and  penetrate  the  epithelium  in  such  a  way,  that  the  spots  where 
they  penetrate  most,  are  visible  on  the  cell  membrane.  With 
their  increasing  exuberance,  the  epithelia  decay  more  and  more, 
and  these  filaments,  at  first  without  form,  are  later  plainly 
visible,  penetrate  the  mucous  tissue  deeper  and  deeper,  and  con- 
vert its  structure  into  a  compact  homogeneous  "amorphous" 
mass  :  from  which  is  seen  to  project  on  its  free  edge  a  number  of 
long  thallus  filaments,  lined  with  roundish  granules,  containing 
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spores,  which  sometimes  form  large  and  close  sods.  The  gro\vth, 
maturity  and  shedding  of  the  spores,  go  on  steadily  and  rapidly, 
and  can  produce  infection  of  the  contiguous  mucous  membranes. 

The  penetration  of  those  little  organisms  into  the  epithelial 
tissue,  correspondents  to  the  preliminary,  so  called,  catarrhal 
stage,  their  growth  into  the  depth  of  the  mucous  tissue,  and  their 
exuberance  within,  to  the  properly  diphtheritic  stage  of  the 
disease. 

The  violent  infectiousness  of  the  sputa  of  diphtheritics,  which 
follows  from  such  a  condition  of  the  membranes,  renders  neces- 
sary a  very  careful  destruction,  of  everything  expectorated,  with 
caustic  alkalis.  For  local  application,  the  .author  recommends 
energetic  cauterizing  of  all  the  faucial  part,  and,  what  is  still 
better,  the  rubbing  off  of  the  infiltrated  places  of  the  mucous 
membrane  with  powdered  alum,  and  for  the  larynx,  the  inhalation 
of  pulverized  lime  water;  internally,  the  use  of  liq.  potass  car- 
bon., and  especially  of  ferr.  sulph.  (0.3-0,5  grm :  105  grs.) — Medi- 
cal Archives. 


Cases  of  Cancer  treated  with  Cundurango. 
BY  D.  W.  BLISS,  M.  D. 

My  attention  was  first  attracted  to  this  remarkable  agent  during 
a  professional  attendance  upon  Mr.  Flores,  the  minister  from 
Ecuador,  through  whom  his  government  had  conveyed  to  our 
Secretary  of  State  a  portion  of  the  shrub,  together  with  printed 
statements  of  its  successful  employment  by  eminent  South  Amer- 
ican physicians.  *  *  *  Fortunately,  several  cases  of  un- 
equivocal carcinoma  were  then  under  my  treatment.  Accustomed 
to  the  remorseless  ravages  of  a  malady  for  which  even  the  sur- 
geon's knife  afforded  no  adequate  relief,  I  approached  the  experi- 
ment not  without  misgivings  of  success,  but  with  the  fixed  pur- 
pose to  render  the  test  as  complete  as  the  limited  supply  of  the 
plant  in  my  possession  would  allow. 

Mrs.  Matthews,  the  mother  of  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  had  been 
the  victim  of  mammary  cancer  for  a  long  period,*  which  had 
already  assumed  secondary  and  constitutional  symptoms  in  a 
marked  degree.  On  the  29th  of  April  last,  I  placed  her  on  the 
decoction  of  cundurango,  and  had  the  gratification  of  observing 
an  early  and  decided  change  for  the  better,  in  both  the  local  and 
general  conditions.  One  of  its  almost  immediate  effects  was  the 
relief  of  pain,  and  a  free  diaphoresis,  characterized  by  an  odor  dis- 
tinctly observable  of  the  infusion  itself.    Upon  the  return  of  Mrs. 
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Matthews  to  her  place  of  residence  in  Indiana  I  still  ^nued  io 
direct  her  treatment,  and  fnrnish  the  requisite  supplies  of  the 

""Olfthe  9th  of  May,  just  thirteen  days  after  the  commencement 
of  the  new  remedy,  her  husband  addressed  me  a  letter,  from 
which  I  make  the  following  extracts  :  •  ,  * 

"  The  stony  condition  of  the  tumor  has  given  place  to  softness 
This  morning  I  noticed  about  one-third  of  the  surface  has  turned 
from  a  scarlet  to  a  white  color,  and  it  has  commenced  grating 
as  though  the  thing  were  dead  and  coming  out  The  whole 
tumor  is  very  much  flattened,  the  discharge  is  different  and  not 
neTso  offensive.  The  greatest  improvement  is  in  her  complex- 
on  From  a  tattoo,  puffy-looking,  and  somewhat  bluish  skm, 
she  is  gaining  her  old  natural  look,  the  skm  shrinkmg,  becoming 

^  Satpy'in  the  prospect  of  a  cure  that  I  feel  like  a  new 
man  as  though  a  ton  of  lead  had  been  lifted  from  my  heart.  Is 
rnota  little°singular,it  has  not  had  a  perceptib e  effec on  he 
nervous  system?    Her  digestion  is  good,  and  she  begins  to  teel 

"eWflfof^ 

"This  is  the  seventeenth  day  since  I  commenced  he  use  of 
cundurango;  shall  cease  for  a  few  days,  and  note  carefully  the 
effect  When  I  began  the  treatment,  Mrs.  Matthews'  breast  was 
as  hard  as  a  stone,  about  four  inches  in  diameter,  the  cancer  itself 
two  Inches  in  diameter,  with  raised  edges,  scarlet-colored bleed- 
ing profusely  at  the  slightest  touch,  emitting  an  odor  of  the most 
sickening  and  disagreeable  kind,  discharging  a  brownish,  cancer- 
ous Wd  fluid  ;  the  countenance  bloated,  tallowy-looking  with 
a  bin  shpallor  of  the  whole  face ;  the  lips  turned  blue  at  the  least 
exertion  so  that  I  have  been  very  much  alarmed,  fearing  a  rapid 
crisis  and  dissolution ;  at  the  same  time  the  tumor  itself  enlarged 
wi\h  fearful Rapidity,  so  much  so  that  I  could  notice  the  growth 

fT£  lll^'changed-the  countenance  has  resumed  its  old, 
famiSkS  about  with  great  spr^ti iness,  the  Uue 

of  the  lins  no  longer  indicating  fatigue  or  effort.  1  he  granular 
swellin.under  the  chin  is  gone  ;  strength  increasing  ;  the  tumor 
iteef much  flattened  and  decreased  in  protuberance;  the  color 
ct  nged  to  a  white,  maturating  sore  i  the  limpid  <^ns 
rnnrw  ceased  and  in  its  place  a  healthy  discharge  ot  white  mat 
AZAm  ;  L  hardened  glands  are  soft  to  the  tench 
the  whole  symptoms  plainly  indicating  to  me  that  the^ t  eatmen 
has  so  far,  neutralized  the  poison  of  the  blood,  and  that  another 
hort  campaign  with  cundurango  will  insure  a  complete  erne. 
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On  the  second  of  the  present  month  I  visited  Mrs.  Matthews, 
at  South  Bend,  and  was  indeed  astonished  at  the  rapid  change 
which  has  taken  place.  The  tumor  had  become  soft,  the  color 
natural,  the  secondary  glandular  deposits  had  all  disappeared. 
The  improved  complexion,  muscular  firmness,  and  elasticity  of 
spirits  all  pointed  to  an  early  and  complete  recovery. 
.  Mrs.  Handy,  residing  on  M  Street,  in  this  city,  was  the  next 
subject  of  experiment  with  the  cundurango.  This  was  a  highly 
ty pical  and  fearfully-advanced  case  of  cancer  uteri.  The  grayish 
color,  unequal,  irregular  elevation  of  the  ulcer  edges,  the  sympa- 
thetic disturbance  of  the  bladder,  paroxysms  of  intense  pain, 
together  with  the  hot,  dry,  shrivelled,  yellow  surface,  the  wasted 
muscles,  sunken  eyes,  the  small,  quick,  wiry  pulse,  revealed  one 
of  those  sad  cases,  where  all  hope  of  remedy  fails. 

The- cundurango,  in  the  form  of  decoction,  was  administered 
first  to  Mrs.  Handy  on  the  31st  day  of  last  month.  A  regular 
record  has  been  kept  from  day  to  day,  describing  the  least  change 
of  symptoms,  but  I  have  not  the  space  to  introduce  it  here. 
Suffice  it  that  even  in  this  extreme  case  the  beneficial  effects  of 
this  wonderful  remedial  agent  have  been  most  apparent.  The 
pain  has  steadily  declined,  the  diseased  parts  are  less  tumefied  and 
sensitive,  and  the  discharge  is  very  slightly  offensive.  The 
cachectic  appearance  of  this  patient  has  been  much  improved, 
and  she  expresses  herself  as  feeling  altogether  better. 

A  lady  of  the  family  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gorham,  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  has  had  mammary  cancer  of  several  months' 
duration,  and  her  condition  was  pronounced  hopeless  by  leading 
Northern  surgeons.  I  was  called  to  see  her  on  the  1st  of  June, 
of  this  3-ear,  and  found  cancer  of  the.  breast,  with  secondary 
deposits  in  the  shoulder  and  humeral  portion  of  the  left  arm, 
attended  by  extreme  rigidity  of  the  neck,  and  almost  complete 
immobility  of  the  affected  limb. 

A  careful  daily  record  has  been  preserved  of  this  case,  also,  by 
which  the  most  decided  improvement  is  indicated.  The  mammary 
has  grown  softer,  and  the  line  of  skin  attachment  bisecting  the 
nipple  is  much  less  marked.  The  head,  before  stiff,  is  now  per- 
fectly free  and  movable,  while  the  natural  mobility  of  the  dis- 
abled arm  is  restored,  and  the  tissues,  before  hard,  are  now  soft 
and  natural.  The  general  condition  progresses  favorably  pari 
passu  with  the  local  improvement. 

To  both  of  these  last-mentioned  cases  I  have  invited  my  expe- 
rienced professional  friend,  Dr.  0.  C.  Cox,  and  the  history  of  the 
treatment  and  its  results  have  been  carefully  observed  "by  that 
eminent  physician.  It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  letters  have 
been  pouring  in  upon  me  from  persons  at  a  distance,  suffering 
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from  cancer,  who  Lave  had  the  opportunity  to  use  but  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  remedy,  and  yet  who  report  marvellous  im- 
provement L-  all  the  symptoms.    *    *  * 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  CCNDUEANGO. 

Stem  woody,  shrubby,  and  covered  with  a  greenish  or  ash-gray 
bark  the  former  tint  being  due  to  a  coating  of  lichens  on  the  sur- 
face '  The  branches  are  from  half  an  inch  to .little  more  than  an 
inch  in  diameter,  the  average  being  about  the  thickness  of  he 
finiror    The  woody  fibre  is  straw-colored  and  brittle,  breaking 
with  a  sharp  fracture  ;  it  is  almost  tasteless,  slight  y  aromatic, 
-nd  bitter    Bark.— This  contains  whatever  medicinal  virtues  are 
[n  the  plant.    It  is  of  a  gray  color,  slightly  ribbed  or  fluted  long- 
itudmallv  from  corrugation,  the  result  of  drying  ;  it  mMj»m 
thickness  in  the  ratio  of  increase  of  the  stem— in  the  thicker 
branches  constituting  more  than  half  the  weight  of  the ^whole, m 
the  thinner  somewhat  less  than  half readily  separable  from .  Ue 
stem  by  pounding  or  bruising,  when  it  comes  oif  in  clean  long- 
itudinal pieces ;  brittle  in  the  transverse  fracture,  having  a  warm 
cam phorl,  aromatic,  and  bitter  taste,  resembling  the  cascanlla  of 
the  older  collections'.    Under  the  lens  it  is  readily  resolved  into 
three  lavers  :    1  The  inner  layer  of  cambium  of  reticular  woody 
tissues  havin-  granules  of  starch,  and  particles  of  resin  imbedded. 
f?mS  layer  of  woody  fibre  and  dotted  ducts,  with  resinous 
particles  also  in  this  layer.    3.  The  cuticular  or  outer  layer  of 
bark-cells,  of  a  brown  color,  and  containing  tannic  acid  and  color- 
ing matters—  New  York  Medical  Journal,  July. 


Effect  of  Exercise  upon  the  Bodily  Temperature.—  ■ 

'  Dr  Clifford  Allbutt  has  contributed  a  paper  to  the  Alpine  Jour- 
«al  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts  {Med  Times  and 
GarettT  "in  the  summer  of  1870  I  made  it  one  of  the  lesser 
aims  of  my  Swiss  ramble  to  ascertain  how  far  the  temperature  of 
the  bodv  was  changed  by  muscular  exertion  .  .  .  ■  «  may 
excite  the  angrv  impatience  of  some  of  my  readers  to  be  told  that 
the  effect  of  exercise  upon  bodily  temperature  is  very  tnfhng  It 

e  mSurd  to  tell  a  man  who  Is  toiling  .p^S 
"bout  11  •  45  A.M.,  under  a  blazing  sun,  that  if  he  thinks  he  is  ae 
ddedlv  hot  he  is  wholly  in  error,  that  his,  temperature,  if  raised 
at  al  is  raided  in  a  measure  only  perceptible  to  a  very  delicate 
thermometer        .    .    .    I  may  venture,  perhaps,  with  more  lm- 

Sy  To  easse rt  this  fact  now,  as  most  of  my  readers  are  far  away 
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from  slopes  of  45°  and  are  shivering  in  their  easy-chairs  un- 
der the  rigors  of  an  English  spring.  The  "general  reader "  has 
probable  been  made  aware  that  modern  men  of  science  have 
shown  that  all  forms  of  force,  such  as  heat,  light,  motion,  chemi- 
cal action,  vital  action,  and  the  like,  are  mutually  convertible,  the 
one  into  the  other ;  or  rather  that,  indeed,  they  are  but  various 
manifestations  of  one  thing — motion  ;  motion  of  molecules  or 
motion  of  masses.  Heat,  for  instance,  is  a  motion  of  molecules  ; 
a  climber  up  a  slope  represents  the  motion  of  a  mass,  and  the  one 
kind  of  movement  is  convertible,  and  constantly  being  converted, 
into  the  other.  Food  taken  into  the  blood,  if  so  directed,  will 
raise  the  man  through  14,000  or  more  feet,  as  a  ton  of  coals  if  so 
directed  will  carry  a  locomotive  along  a  certain  length  of  railway.' 
In  eacii  case,  by  a  process  which  differs  only  in  detail,  is  heat  con- 
verted into  a  motion.  It  might  be  expected,  therefore,  that  a 
man  ascending  Monte  Kosa  would  lose  in  heat  what  he  expends 
in  movement ;  for  on  his  arrival  at  the  top  he  represents  a  certain 
definite  amount  of  force  derived  from  combustion  of  food  in  his 

body  The  average  temperature  of  the  human  body 

is  about  98o°'Fahr.,  and  it  may  vary  between  97'5°  and  99 "2°, 
with  a  few  tenths  of  indifference  above  and  below.  To  rise  to  100° 
is,  however,  to  become  slightly  but  decidedly  feverish,  and  tem- 
peratures of  105° — 110°  are  positively  and  rapidly  destructive. 
.On  the  other  hand,  temperatures  below  97°  show  danger  of  an 
opposite  kind,  and  signify  a  depression  of  vitality  below  the  lim- 
its of  health.  It  is  clear,  then,  that  if  the  body  is  to  survive, 
its  temperature  must  preserve  a  constant  level,  or  rather  it  must 
move  in  a  definite  curve,  the  place  of  which  is  constant  for  the 
same  hour  of  every  day,  or  nearly  so  M.  Lortet  de- 
nies, upon  the  strength  of  his  own  observations,  that  the  body  baa 
the  power  of  making  up  for  rapid  conversion  of  the  heat  into 
mechanical  work  during  an  ascent.  He  says  that,  not  only  on 
ascending  Mont  Blanc — which  he  did,  I  think,  twice, — but  also 
on  climbing  little  hills  at  home,  his  temperature  underwent  very 
serious  depressions,  amounting  to  5°  Fahr.  and  more.  Such  de- 
pressions I  twice  noted,  but  one  was  during  a  descent,  and  the 

other  during  a  gentle  ascent  of  lower  slopes  In  my 

own  case,  I  believe,  the  two  depressions  of  temperature  were  due 
to  lack  of  fuel  I  cannot  but  think  that  if  a  warm- 
blooded animal  has  stomach  enough  to  assimilate  plenty  of  food, 
a  strong  heart  to  propel  the  food  through  the  lungs,  and  lungs  of 
capacity  sufficient  to  burn  it  rapidly  off,  such  animal  will  not  be 
liable  to  lose  the  balance  of  his  forces  during  wholesome  exertion. 
I  am  disposed  to  think  that  no  better  test  could  be  found  than  the 
thermometer  to  decide  the  wholesomeness  of  exertion  in  different 
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persons  ;  and  if  I  may  reason  from  myself  to  others,  I  should  say 
that  the  effec':  of  hard  exercise  in  a  mountainous  district  is  to  ac- 
celerate the  morning  rise,  to  carry  it  two  or  three  tenths  above  the 
average  level  of  health,  to  favor  the  somewhat  earlier  occurrence  of 
the  evening  fall,  if  the  exertion  be  ended,  to  make  the  fall  more 
rapid,  and  to  carry  it  again  one  tenth,  or  perhaps  two,  below  the 
usual  night  level  of  health.  Also,  that  any  depression  during  ex- 
ertion signifies  either  deficiency  of  food  or  inefficiency  of  internal 
work." 

KEVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Diseases  of  the  Womb.  Uterine  Catarrh  frequently  the 
cause  of  Sterility.  New  Treatment.  By  H.  E.  Gautillon. 
Boston.    James  Campbell,  publisher.  1871. 

The  author  of  this  admirable  brochure  has  made  diseases  of  the  Womb 
a  special  study  for  many  years  past.  He  has  enjoyed  rare  oppor- 
tunities of  observation  and  his  views  are  eminently  worthy  of  respect 
and  confidence.  He  assigns  to  Uterine  Catarrh  a  prominent 
place  among  the  causes  of  Sterility.  He  adopts  for  the  cure  of  this 
condition  a  new  treatment,  and  illustrates  its  success  by  numerous 
cases  in  his  own  practice. 


On  Syphilitic  Epilepsy.   By  Keuben  A.  Vance,  M.  D.,  attend- 
ing Physician  for  diseases  of  the  Nervous  System,  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital.   New  York.    F.  W.  Christern,  Publisher,  1871. 
This  is  the  re-print  of  an  interesting  and  ably  written  article  by  Dr. 

Vance,  which  appeared  in  the  July  No.  of  Xhz  American  Journal  of 

Syphilography  and  Dermatology. 


The  New  Era  of  Eclecticism  !  Positive  Organic  Medicine, 
and  the  Journal  of  the  British  Medical  Reform  Associa- 
tion, August  1871.  Edited  by  D.  Thumbull,  M.  D.,L.L.  D.,  Li- 
centiate of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Edin- 
burgh. 


Trubner's  American  and  Oriental  Literary  Record. — A 

monthly  Register  of  the  most  important  works  published  in  North 
and  South  America,  in  India,  China  and  the  British  Colonies.  June 
30th,  1871.    Trubner  &  Co.,  60  Pater  Noster  Row,  London. 
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Plastics  and  Orthopedics. — A  report  republished  from  the 
transactions  of  the  Illinois  State  Medical  Society  for  1 8 V 1 .  By 
David  Prince,  M.  D.    Jacksonville,  Illinois. 


Historical  Memoranda  relative  to  the  Discovery  of 
Etherization  and  to  the  connection  with  it  oi  the  late  Dr.  W. 
T.  G.  Morton.  Prepared  by  the  committee  of  Citizens  of  Boston, 
chosen  to  raise  a  Morton  Testimonial  Fund.    Boston,  Mass.  1871., 


Ahl's  Adaptable  Porous  Splints :  with  directions  for  their 
Employment  in  Fractures  and  other  Surgical  Lesions.  Il- 
lustrated.   Published  by  J.  G.  Scott  &  Co.  Philadelphia,  1871. 


The  Rejected  Address.  Man's  True  Relation  to  Nature ; 
his  Origin,  Character  and  Destiny,  By  T.  P.  Wilson,  M.  D. 
Cleveland.  Delivered  in  Philadelphia,  June  0,  1871.  L.  H.  White, 
Publisher,  Cleveland,  O.,  1871. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE  NATIONAL  E0LE0TI0  MEDIOAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation will  be  held  at  the  Hall  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Associ- 
ation, corner  of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Twenty-third  Street,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  on  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  days  of  October,  1871.  It  is  import- 
ant for  the  cause  of  eclectic  medicine  that  the  attendance  of  Eclectic 
physicians  should  be  as  large  as  possible.  Every  auxiliary  association 
is  entitled  to  twenty  delegates  and  twenty  alternates ;  and  a  part  of 
those  for  the  State  of  New  York  have  been  already  designated  by  the 
president  and  secretary. 

Fellow-eclectics,  in  union  is  strength,  and  organization  as  a  National 
Association  assures  our  efficiency.  We  thus  learn  to  know  one  an- 
other and  act  together,  instead  of  being  a  band  of  Ishmaelites,  our 
hands  against  every  man  and  every  man's  hand  against  us.  Eclectic 
medicine  is  no  "  close  corporation,"  but  a  system  without  exclusive- 
ness,  without  secrets,  and  devoted  to  safe  and  progressive  medication. 
It  behooves  us  to  make  good  our  profession,  to  walk  worthy  of  the  vo- 
cation with  which  we  have  been  called.  We  are  the  advance  guard. 
While  others  labor  in  different  fields,  often  as  our  rivals  and  adversa- 
ries, yet  advancing  various  departments  of  medical  knowledge,  it  has 
been  our  part  to.  revolutionize  the  method  of  treating  the  sick,  and  to 
introduce  new  agents  into  the  materia  medica,  more  innocuous. 

We  therefore  ask  that  our  fellow-laborers  throughout  the  continent 
shall,  so  far  as  it  lies  in  their  power,  come  up  to  the  great  convocation 
of  October,  and  make  it  an  occasion  that  shall  tell  in  both  hemispheres. 
The  British  Eclectic  Medical  Association  is  making  itself  felt  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom,  where  "  Old  Physic  "  has  ruled  supreme 
and  undisturbed,  with  a  pretence  of  sanctity  almost  papal,  ever  since 
the  Dark  Ages ;  and  their  contributions  to  medical  and  anthropolog- 
ical science  have  won  acknowledgment  from  the  savans  of  Europe. 
We  should  emulate  them  in  this,  both  by  our  attendance  at  our  meet- 
ings and  by  our  additions  to  the  knowledge  which  pertains  or  is  affili- 
ated to  our  art.  The  federal  government  has  already  given  physicians 
of  our  school  an  official  acknowledgment,  and  daylight  is  breaking 
over  the  land.  Come,  then,  let  us  have  a  fraternal  meeting,  a  family 
gathering  which  shall  show  to  every  one  that  the  eclectic  household  is 
a  large  one,  and  by  no  means  divided  against  itself,  or  indifferent  to 
the  prosperity  of  its  members  and  its  medical  faith. 
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NEXT  SESSION  OF  THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  annual  course  of  lectures  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the 
city  of  New  York  will  begin  on  the  11th  day  of  October  and  continue 
eighteen  weeks.  It  is  important  for  students  to  come  hither  early. 
Arrangements  for  the  winter  can  be  made  more  satisfactorily,  and 
there  should  be  no  lectures  lost.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  instructors  to 
be  thorough,  but  the  students  must  do  their  part  likewise. 

We  beg  leave,  in  this  connection,  to  make  a  suggestion  to  our  pro 
fessional  brethren  and  fellow-laborers  in  the  State.  A  large  majority 
of  the  students  instructed  and  graduated  in  our  college  are  from  New 
England,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  West.  The  ranks  in  New  York  are 
not  recruited  in  proportion  to  the  number  required.  The  status  of 
our  physicians,  to  be  kept  op  witli  that  of  other  schools  of  medicine, 
requires  special  attention  to  this  mutter.  Our  numbers  should  be  kept 
full,  and  there  should  be  more  thorough  organization. 

The  college  in  the  city  of  New  York  is  the  only  institution,  teaching 
medicine  in  accordance  with  eclectic  doctrines,  east  of  the  Alleghany. 
Mountains.  Its  prosperity  is  of  vital  importance  to  every  practitioner. 
Let  more  diligence  be  used,  therefore,  to  procure  students.  We  must 
occupy  the  field,  and  to  do  so  must  have  the  material.  Let  every  phy- 
sician having  a  student  send  him  hither  this  session,  and  the  influence 
will  be  lasting  and  beneficial  to  the  cause. 

Women  studying  medicine  are  admitted  on  equal  terms.  They 
have  equal  rights  to  scientific  knowledge,  and  we  welcome  them  to 
seats  in  our  educational  rooms  as  sharers  of  a  common  humanity. 

The  success  of  our  cause  depends  upon  the  ability  and  intelligence  of 
our  physicians  ;  and  to  secure  it,  this  college  has  been  established  and 
maintained. 


ATTEMPT  TO  SHUT  UP  A  WIPE  IN  A  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

"An  action  for  a  limited  divorce,  brought  by  a  wife  on  the  ground 
of  adultery,  cruelty  and  inhuman  treatment,  at  the  Kings  County  Su- 
preme Court,  yesterday,  elicited  a  remarkable  story  of  domestic 
wrongs.  About  two  months  ago  similar  proceedings  werj  instituted, 
and  the  case  was  sent  before  S.  D.  Lewis,  who  was  to  take  evidence 
and  report.  Last  Thursday  the  defendant,  accompanied  by  his  coun- 
sel, Mr.  11.  Bradshaw,  called  at  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Charities,  in  Brooklyn,  and  presented  a  petition,  signed  by  Drs.  Dwyer, 
De  Bane  and  Young,  setting  forth  that  the  plaintiff  in  the  above 
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case  was  of  unsound  mind,  and  should  be  committed  to  the  Lunatic 
Asylum.  On  this  petition  the  commitment  was  made  out  and  the  un- 
happy lady  was  sent  to  the  Asylum,  where  she  was  placed  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  McDonald,  who,  after  having  watched  her  pretty 
closely,  stated  yesterday  morning  in  Court  that  he  had  been  unable  to 
detect  the  slightest  symptoms  of  insanity  either  in  her  manners  or  con- 
versation. Her  friends  declare  that,  while  she  is  perfectly  sane,  the 
cruel  treatment  that  she  has  received  at  the  hands  of  her  husband  has 
completely  shattered  her  nervous  system.  In  view  of  this  state  of 
things  Mi  s.  Manning's  counsel,  Col.  Jack,  applied  to  the  Court  for  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  which  was  granted  by  Justice  Pratt,  and 
made  returnable  at  noon,  yesterday,  when  she  was  produced,  and  af- 
ter a  short  examination  pronounced  by  the  Court  to  be  in  perfect  pos- 
session of  her  reason.  She  was  therefore  discharged.  The  report  of 
the  referee  in  the  divorce  suit  was  also  filed  yesterday  morning,  the 
decision  bein^  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Manning.'' 

The  above  item  which  we  clip  from  the  New  York  Times  of  August 
25th  depicts  a  most  deplorable  condition  of  things. 

IIow  long  are  such  outrages  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  persons 
to  be  tolerated?  We  have  several  times  before  called  the  attention 
of  the  readers  of  the  Review  to  this  matter,  asking  every  one  to  use 
his  personal  influence  to  convince  the  various  State  authorities  of  the 
urgent  necessity  of  passing  special  laws  to  protect  all  citizens  in  their 
legitimate  rights. 

There  are  physicians  in  both  New  York  and  Brooklyn  who  make 
such  business  profitable.  If  a  man  deliberately  murders  his  fellow-man, 
as  has  been  done  in  these  cities,  during  the  last  two  years,  he  has,  in  every 
instance  where  either  the  murderer,  his  family,  or  political  friends  have 
money,  found  physicians  to  act  as  experts,  who  have  been  willing  to 
swear  that  the  murderer  was  insane,  and  yet,  as  such,  should  neither  be 
punished  as  a  murderer  nor  be  confined  as  a  lunatic.  Wonderful 
•  medical  men,  and,  we  may  say,  wonderful  consistency!  If  a  brutal  and 
malicious  husband  is  questioned  by  the  friends  or  the  law.,  in  behalf  of 
a  much-abused  wife,  where  there  is  money  or  political  influence,  there 
are  physicians  ready  at  once  to  make  an  affidavit  that  she  is  a  "  lunatic," 
that  she  should  be  sent  to  an  asylum,  where  her  protest  and  denial  of 
insanity  will  be  treated  as  only  the  "  sayings  of  every  lunatic.  "  "She 
is  crazy,  pay  no  attention  to  her."  Who  has  ever  visited  a  lunatic 
asylum,  and  not  heard  such  general  statements  by  the  attendants  or  phy- 
sicians ? 

If  a  few  of  these  physicians  were  sent  to  .the  State  Prison  for  per- 
jury and  obtaining  money  by  such  fraudulent  proceedings,  it  would 
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beri,„t  andjnat,  and  we  think  the  deprive  of  peroul  liberty  i„ 
this  way  for  a  few  year.  would  have  a  salutary  effect  on  those  «  Phy. 
~IIltl1oeiIv:1,lJ  county  of  New  York  and  vicinity,  who  have 
not  (Ay  .,,  /,  acU)  viohued  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Ann,  !,,,,, 
Mescal  Associate,  and  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New 

In  every  ease  where  the  court*  of  this  City  and  Brooklyn  have  been 

appealed  toby  fhends  of  persons  wrongfully  confined  in  lnnatio  asy- 

and  during  the  l«t  two  yean,  there  have  been  several,  it  hi 
been  .„„„,  ,     t     cou„s  ^  the  ^       ^  ^  ^ 

been  deprived  o  then-  liberty  had  been  committed  by  the  above  el** 
of  medu.nl  gentlemen.  And  yet  the  court  has  in  every  instance  dis- 
charged the  persons  from  the  asylums.  This  certainly  does  not  speak 
mnchmfevorof  the  moral  honesty,  or  the  professional  ability  of 
these  gentlemen  of  the  "  Code.  " 

In  every  attempt  which  has  been  made  to  shield  and  save  the  mur- 
derer from  punishment,  it  has  been  by  the  adherents  of  the  «  Code  ■ 
several  o  whom  have  received  more  than  "  thirty  pieces  of  silver  »  for 
the  part  they  have  taken  in  this  despicable  business.  The  community 
are  under  many  obligations  to  Dr.  McDonald  for  the  prompt  manner 
•m  which  he  exposed  this  fraud. 


00EEECTI0N. 

EorroBS  Eclectic  Medical  Rkvikw  • 

I  notice  in  the  Rkv.ew  for  August,  1871,  p.  73,  that  H.  IngemoB 
i>k.  .M.D.,  ,„  his  report  before  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medic  d  Vs 
soemtion  for  1870,  says  that  the  eclectics  have  «  regularly-organiarf 
societies  n,  most  of  the  States  of  our  Union,  the  oldest  of  which  is 
own,  chartered  and  organized  in  accordance  therewith  A.  D.  1863  » 

Dr.  I  isk  does  not  give  the  date  of  information  of  the  Connecticut 
soccv       u-h  would  be  an  interesting  fact    But,  lest  it  might  h 
derstood  that  the  Connecticut  society  was  the  first  charted  sodei, 
we  would  state  that  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Soviet  v  w-w 
"corpo,lted  m  1861,  the  act  being  approved  by  Go..  Andrew  o „  , 
second  day  ot  March  of  that  year,  and  the  society  accented  Z 
the  17th  day  of  the  following  April.  '  °" 

The  first  meeting  preliminary  to  forming  this  society  was  held  „ 
J  °rCeSler'  J,me  6th>  1S,j0-   P-     KeUey,  M.D.,  of  WoLater   '  U 
the  meeting  to  order  ;  W.  C.  George,  M.D.,  of  C  harlton,  was  o^ 
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chairman  pro  tern. ;  and  W.  E.  Underwood,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  secretary 
pro  tern.  The  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society  was  then  and 
there  organized.  C.  E.  Miles,  M.D. 

Boston  Highlands,  Mass.,  Aug.  14,  1871. 

We  would  state  that  the  date  assigned  to  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
necticut Eclectic  Medical  Association  is  incorrect — the  result  of  a 
typographical  error.      It  should  be  1855  instead  of  1865. — (JEd. 

Review.) 


THE  ECLECTIC  TRANSACTIONS  TOE  1871. 

The  fifth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York  is  now  printed.  Probably  by  the  time  of 
meeting  of  the  National  Association  the  edition,  1,500  copies,  will  be 
bound  and  ready  for  distribution.  Members  of  the  society  not  delin- 
quent in  payment  of  dues  will  be  entitled  to  receive  copies.  Will  such 
as  have  not  paid  their  dues  please  communicate  with  the  secretary  at 
once  ?  A.  Wilder. 


NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

Veratrum  in  Large  Doses  in  Convulsions. — Dr.  Herbert 
Hearn,  of  Brooklyn,  {American  Journal  Obstetrics,  for  May),  treats 
puerperal  convulsions  with  veratrum  viride  in  doses  ordinarily  re- 
garded as  poisonous.  He  uses  it  as  a  substitute  for  the  lancet,  and  in 
such  cases  as  would  seem  to  requirevblood-letting ;  giving  from  half  a 
drachm  to  a  drachm  of  the  tincture  every  five,  ten,  or  fiteen  minutes, 
till  a  decided  impression  is  made  on  the  pulse,  and  keeping  the  pulse 
down  to  near  fifty,  until  the  tendency  to  convulsion  has  passed  away. 
Four  drachms  in  twelve  hours  were  given  in  one  case  ;  five  drachms  in 
ten  hours  in  another ;  five  drachms  in  four  hours  in  a  third,  with  uni- 
form success.  Vomiting  sometimes  results,  but  not  commonly.  Con- 
valescence is  rapid  and  perfect,  without  prolonged  feebleness.  He 
uses  it  also  in  convulsions  of  children,  using  from  five  to  ten  drops  for 
a  child  of  two  years.  In  the  instance  of  a  child  of  that  age,  to  whom 
he  gave,  by  mistake,  ten  drops  fluid  extract,  the  convulsion  ceased  in 
ten  minutes,  and  the  patient  made  a  good  recovery.  In  most  of  the 
cases  detailed,  bromide  of  potassium,  chloroform,  and  other  sedatives 
.  were  also  employed  before  or  after  the  veratrum,  and  sometimes  with 
it  ;  but  it  is  evident,  from  his  statements,  that  the  curative  results  were 
derived  mainly  from  the  veratrum.  He  believes  that  the  medicine  has 
a  direct  effect  on  the  spinal  cord,  but  that  its  primary  influence  is  on 
the  ganglionic  'or  sympathetic  nervous  centres. — Pacific  JSIed.  and 
Swg.  Journal. 
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Physiological  Action  of  Camimh>k  Tniiai.aj IOK8. — We  have 
lately  met  with  a  lady,  age  sixty-five  year-,  who  exhibits  a  sensi- 
bility to  the  action  of  camphor,  which  is  worthy  of  note.  She  is 
subject  to  spasmodic  twitching  and  distressing  nervous  paroxysms, 
which  prevent  sleep.  Under  these  circumstances,  she  pour<  some 
spirits  of  camphor  on  a  napkin  and  snuffs  the  vapor,  which  acts  with 
the  promptness  of  chloroform  as  a  sedative.  That  a  powerful  impres- 
sion may  be  made  on  the  nervous  system  by  tin-  inhalation  of  camphor 
in  alcoholic  solution,  is  very  easily  demonstrated  by  experiment  ou 
one's  own  person.    The  ethereal  solution  is  worthy  of  trial. — Ibid. 

Value  of  Revaccixation. — Dr.  Grieve,  of  the  Ilampstead  (Eng.) 
Small-pox  Hospital,  gives  an  analysis,  in  the  London  Ziancet  for 
June,  of  eight  hundred  cases  of  small-pox  treated  in  that  Hospital 
during  the  present  epidemic.  He  refers  to  the  disease  as  possessing 
an  intensity  almost  unprecedented,  with  many  deaths  from  the  hemor- 
rhagic form,  which  was  always  fatal.  Of  the  eight  hundred  cases, 
not  one  could  prove  that  he  had  been  revaccinated.  There  were 
sixty  officials  connected  with  the  hospital,  all  of  whom  were  revacci- 
nated ;  and  although  they  were  in  constant  contact  with  the  disease 
for  three  months,  not  one  of  them  contracted  it. 

Tin:  Fashions  of  Suicide. — Dr.  Lankester's  annual  report  of  in- 
quests held  in  18GS-69,  contains  some  particularly  interesting  obser- 
vations on  suicide  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  effected.  During 
the  year  there  were  seventy-five  suicides  in  Central  Middlesex,  and 
1,552  in  England  and  Wales.  The  proportion  is  about  one  in  li'.onn 
of  the  population  The  proportion  of  males  to  females  is  pretty  con- 
stantly as  live  to  two.  Nine-tenths  of  the  whole  occur  between  the 
ages  of  tw  enty  and  forty.  Drink  is  a  common,  but  not  an  exclusive 
cause.  Sleeplessness  almost  invariably  precedes  suicide;  a  fact,  there- 
fore, to  which  too  much  importance  can  scarcely  be  attributed  by 
medical  men.  Considerable  change  has  taken  place  in  the  selection 
of  poisons.  That  most  frequently  used  during  the  last  seven  years 
is  cyanide  of potassium.  It  is  purchased  without  difficulty.  It  is 
used  in  enormous  quantities  by  photographers,  and  its  action  i>  most 
deadly.  The  next  most  frequent  agent  is  oxalic  acid,  which  is  em- 
ployed by  shoemakers,  saddlers,  and  harnessmakers.  The  u*e  of 
opium  for  purposes  of  suicide  is  on  the  decline,  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  a  sufficient  quantity.  It  is  used  by  druggists,  med- 
ical men,  and  members  of  their  families.  The  same  remark  applies  to 
the  employment  of  hydrocyanic  acid. — Med.  Pr<  s.<  <iml  Circular. — 
Pacific  3L<t.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

Pistol  Ball  in  the  IIeaut  Four  Days. — Dr.  G.  P.  Dudley,  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  [Med  Archives),  reports  the  following  interesting  case: 
A  male,  aged  thirty-t  ight,  was  wounded  by  a  bullet  from  a  small  four- 
barrelled  pistol,  the  ball  entering  the  left  chest,  about  an  inch  t«>  the 
left  of  the  nipple.  Four  days  after  the  accident  the  patient  died.  A 
post-mortem  revealed  that  the  bullet  had  passed  between  the  fifth  and 
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sixth  ribs  through  the  lower  lobe  of  the  left  lung,  through  the  peri- 
cardium, and  penetrating  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart  at  about  two- 
thirds  way  from  the  base  to  the  apex,  had  passed  through  the  cavity 
of  the  ventricle  and  lodged  in  the  base  of  the  heart  at  the  junction  of 
the  ventricle  with  the  auricle.  There  had  been  a  small  amount  of 
hemorrhage  into  the  pericardial  sac. — N.  IT.  Med.  Record. — Ibid. 

Bromide  of  iron  Spermatorrhea. — Dr.  Morris,  of  Beloit,  Wis., 
recommends  bromide  of  iron  as  a  specific  in  this  disease.  He  gives 
from  three  to  five  grains,  three  times  a  day,  and  a  fourth  dose  of  ten 
grains  at  night — sometimes  as  much  as  twenty  grains.  It  procures  a 
good,  refreshing  sleep,  free  from  lascivious  dreams.  He  administers 
it  rubbed  up  with  syrup.    North-  Western  Med.  and  Sur.  Journal. 

Camphor  ix  Hospital  Gaxgrexe. — In  the  military  hospital  of 
Rennes,  France  (New  York  Mediccd  Gazette),  camphor  has  been  found 
very  efficacious  in  hospital  gangrene,  after  the  failure  of  iron,  carbolic 
acid,  etc.    It  is  sprinkled  abundantly  over  the  wound,  in  powder. 

Hot  Air  ix  Croup. — In  addition  to  the  inhalation  of  various  vapors, 
it  is  advised  to  keep  the  air  in  the  apartment  of  a  patient  with  croup 
at  a  temperature  of  bet  ween  ninety  and  one  hundred  degrees. 

Chloral  Hydrate  ix  Exuresis. — A  writer  in  the  British  Medical 
jawrnal  recommends  this  article  in  the  highest  terms  for  the  cure  of 
incontinence  of  urine.  A  girl  who  had  suffered  nightly  for  weeks  took 
fifteen  grains  every  night  before  retiring,  and  not  a  single  return  of 
incontinence  took  place. 

Salkine  in  typhoid  fever  is  highly  recommended  by  some  Ger- 
man practitioners.    It  is  said  to  do  good  as  an  antiseptic. 

Numerous  Families. — In  the  Church  of  St.  Nicholas,  at  Ghent, 
there  is  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Oliver  Minjan  and  Amalberga 
Slangen,  his  wife,  who  were  the  parents  of  thirty-one  children, 
twenty-one  boys  and  ten  girls.  Old  Oliver  appeared  at  the  head  of 
his  twenty-one  sons,  all  in  uniform,  when  Charles  V.  made  his  entry 
into  Ghent  as  Count  of  Flanders.  Charles  was  so  pleased  at  the 
fact  of  a  simple  artisan  bringing  up  and  educating  such  a  family, 
that  he  conferred  on  Oliver  a  modest  pension.  The  renowned  Count 
of  Apensburg,  when  the  Emperor  Henry  II.  visited  his  German 
provinces,  presented  his  thirty-two  children  as  the  most  acceptable 
offering  he  could  make  to  his  sovereign.  The  count  was  happier 
with  them  than  poor  Minjan  and  his  wife  Amalberga  with  theirs. 
The  thirty-one  children  of  this  Ghent  couple  were  carried  off  together 
in  1526,  by  the  "black  sweat,"  Minjan  and  his  wife  died  within  a 
few  weeks  after  the  loss  of  all  their  children,  among  whom  they  lie 
interred.  Their  monument  is  the  most  affecting  of  the  many  memor- 
ials of  the  dead  raised  in  populous  Ghent. 

Combustiox  of  the  Dead. — In  a  late  number  of  the  Presse  Medi- 
cale  Beige  appears  a  letter  from  Sedan,  dated  March  19th,  in  which 
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the  combustion  of  the  bodies,  as  conducted  by  the  commissioner*  of 
the  Belgian  goveniinent,  is  described.    They  employed  irery  simple 
measures  for  preventing  any  ill  effects  from  the  deleterious  miasmata 
that  mighl  arise  when  the  heat  became  great.    The  pits  having  been 
opened,  and  the  bodies  uncovered  without  deranging  them  tar  *as 
poured  in,  m  proportion  to  the  number  of  bodies  buried,  so  as  to 
cover  them  with  a  very  thick  layer  of  this  liquid.    When  this  had 
mfiltrated  in  every  direction,  petroleum  oil  was  poured  over  the 
bodies  and  set  on  fire,  the  flames  being  rendered  more  intense  by 
arch-wond.    They  spread  in  every  direction,  penetrating  even  tb 
the  bottom  of  the  pits,  so  that  at  the  end  of  three  hours  nothing  re- 
mained of  the  bodies  but  the  bones  in  a  state  of  complete  reduction. 
U  hile  all  tins  was  going  on  fumes  of  chlorine  were  abundantly  dis- 
engaged, and  the  workmen  declared  that  thev  did  not  perceive  the 
Slightest  Cadaverous  odor.  After  the  calcination  of  the  bodies  a  solid 
layer  oi  dried  tar  had  formed  over  the  pits,  which  was  quite  capable 
of  preventing  any  exhalations;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  dry  chloride 
oi  lime  whs  thrown  into  the  pits,  and  they  were  filled  up  with  earth 
and  lime  so  as  to  form  very  good  tumuli    According  to  the  com- 
^ssipners,  with  the  exception  of  those  which  had  been  conducted 
undei  the  surveillance  of  the  French  authorities,  the  interments  had 
been  mad,  m  the  most  detestable  manner-pits  containing  i  r,  o  lilies 
having  been  covered  with  only  ten  centimetres  of  earth.- M  d  Times 
ana  fjrctzette, 

A  Famii.v  op  Suicidks.— At  the  inquest  of  the  body  of  a  man  who 
™'tted  BmcMe  lately  u.  St.  Louis,  the  fact  was  develop!  that  h° 
had  attempted  to  hang  himself  five  months  before, bet  was  ent  doro 
bj  his  wife  ;  and  that  he  was  the  last  of  a  family  of  an  brothers  and 
sisters,  all  of  whom  had  died  by  their  own  hand's. 

Skntkx.  k  of  ax  Ai.ortiomst. -Abortionists  have  reason  to  fear 
f»^«g">to  the  hands  of  justice,"  with  such  judges  as  Judge  Be* 
ford,  of  New  York  on  the  bench.    In  the  recent  case  of  lookup 

as f  I  ".T  abort,0,rt'  3ni&  K<-M  pronounced  sentence 
v  ,       V,i,         T'  co.llsldenng  *-  overwhelming  evidence  against  ■ 
von  and  the  wilful  perjury  you  committed  when  in  the  witne£box 
a W*«*h  I  »ust  express  my  great  astonishment  that  twelve  intel- 

g,n    .".-...should  remain  out  all  nigh,  ,„  ,leei,l         vour  case!  I 

was  ^"mnedtokeen  them  together  until  the,  agreed  one  way  or 
he  other.     I  he  jury  having  found  the  facts  a^ains,  yon,  they  Were 

bound  „  uke  the  ,  from  Ule  Co(|rt  ^  ^.JJg 
ol  eight  years  m  this  court-room,  I  believe  von  1„.  ,|K.  „  „„,  "Z 
sun,,,,.-,,,,  villain  ever  convicted  in  .any  courtof  justice    You  are^a 

Professn.ual  a  ™,nomsl.       ,,„  ,mv,  ,iv,.(,  „„.-.,,  .„„,  * 
your  criminal  career,  and  have  accumulated,  by  n  asm,  of  your  dark 
undertaking,  an  immense  fortune.    Lei  you/conviction  Astern 
less,.,,  to  the  many  professional  abortionists  of  this  city-  for  on  co 
tM  ■  *«J         "'1  '-."  tl»t  neither  their  B^oSn  fifi^S 
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their  alleged  great  influence  will  be  of  any  avail  when  tried  in  this 
court-room.  The  same  penalty  now  about  to  be  meted  out  to  you 
will  unquestionably  be  meted  out  to  every  other  convicted  profes- 
sional abortionist  of  this  city.  The  sentence  of  the  Court  is  that  you 
be  confined  in  the  State  Prison  for  the  term  of  three  years  and  six 
months — the  penalty  allowed  by  the  law.  (Applause.) 

Treatment  of  Croup  by  Inhalation  of  Glycerine. — In  the 
"  Scientific  Record  "  of  Haters'  Magazine  for  July  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing: "A  German  physician,  Dr.  Stehverger,  recommends  the 
treatment  of  croup  by  the  inhalation  of  pure  glycerine  through  one 
or  other  of  the  well-known  forms  of  atomizing  apparatus.  He  was 
led  to  try  this  remedy  for  croup  from  observing  its  good  effects  in 
cases  of  hoarseness  and  loss  of  voice.  After  application  the  cough 
becomes  more  free  and  moist,  and  children  are  enabled  to  sleep 
almost  immediately  upon  being  relieved  by  the  inhalation.  It  is, 
however,  believed  to  be  of  importance  to  make  use  of  the  remedy 
early  and  frequently,  as,  if  delayed,  it  may  have  no  effect  whatever. 
If  the  glycerine  be  pure  it  maybe  used  unmixed  ;  if  not,  it  should  be 
diluted  with  a  little  water.  The  inhalations  are  repeated,  according 
to  the  necessity  of  the  case,  at  intervals  of  from  half  an  hour  to  an 
hour  and  a  half,  and  for  about  fifteen  minutes  at  a  time.  The  effect 
of  the  glycerine  in  this  case  is  supposed  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
secretions  of  the  mucous  membrane  are  thereby  increased,  and  tume- 
faction reduced. 

The  Third  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  13th  and  15th  Senatorial  Districts,  X.  Y. — The  third  reg- 
ular annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  13th  and 
loth  Senatorial  Districts  of  the  State  of  Xew  York  was  held  at  the 
office  of  the  president,  Dr.  Rollin  T.  Burton,  in  Albany,  June  14th, 
1871.  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10  a.m.,  the  president  in 
the  chair.  Dr.  J.  H.  Dye,  of  Galway,  X.  Y.,  was  appointed  secretary 
pro  tern.,  and  the  roll  called. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  and  semi-annual  meetings  were 
read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer,  Dr.  Hannan  Pease,  of  Schenectady,  was 
read  and  approved,  showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  society  to 
be  wholesome. 

Drs.  C.  H.  Masten,  of  Galatia,  X.  Y,  and  B.  T.  Bedortha,  of  Sar- 
atoga Springs,  X.  Y,  were  admitted  as  members. 

A  committee  was  then  appointed  for  the  nomination  of  candidates 
for  the  various  offices  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  following  nomina- 
tions were  made,  and,  on  separate  ballots,  received  a  unanimous  vote, 
and  were  declared  elected,  viz : 

G.  W.  King,  M.D.,  President,  Saratoga  Springs. 

N.  Bedortha,  M.D.,  Vice-President,  "  " 

John  H.  Dye,  Secretary,  M.D.,  Galway. 

Hannan  Pease,  Treasurer,  M.D.,  Schenectady. 
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Tlio  president  elect,  on  being  conducted  to  the  chair,  thanked  the 
society  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  retiring  president,  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  lie  had  performed  the  duties  of  the  office,  was  adopted. 
•    Dr.  King  made  a  report  of  a  case  of  retained  placenta,  which  oc- 
curred in  his  ]  tract  ice.  and  was  requested  to  present  it  in  writing  as 
part  of  the  proceedings. 

Dr.  Dye  read  a  report  of  a  singular  case  that  occurred  in  his  prac- 
tice, which  was  accepted  as  part  of  the  proceedings, to  be  sent  to  the 
State  Society  at  its  next  annual  meeting. 

Discussions  of  these  cases  followed,  in  which  all  the  members  took 
part. 

Then  followed  discussions  on  various  medical  topics,  among  which 
was  Dr.  King'-  vagina  injector  v s.  Mblesworth's  vaginal  injection  and 
suction  syringe,  participated  in  by  Drs.  King,  Burton  and  Dye. 

The  appointments  for  the  ensuing  year  were  made  by  the  president 
as  follows : 

Pv.  J.  Burton,  M.D.,  ) 
Robert  Hamilton',  M.D.,  !•  Censors. 
Thomas  Robins,  M.D.,  ) 
J.  II.  Dye,  M.D., 

B.  T.  Bedortiia,  M.D.,     >  Essayists. 

C.  H.  Masten,  M.D.,  ) 

The  following  delegates  to  the  State  Society  were  elected  :  Drs. 
B.  T.  Bedortha,  and  C.  H.  Masten. 

The  society  then  took  a  recess,  during  which  Dr.  Burton  invited 
the  members  to  dine  with  him,  which  invitation  was  duly  accepted. 

The  society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Saratoga  Springs,  X.  V., 
the  second  Wednesday  in  June,  1872. 

G.  TV.  King,  M.D.,  President. 

John  II.  Dye,  M.D.,  $<cr>:t<rry. 

Chloral  in  Traumatic  Tetanus. — M.  Benasson  relates  a  case  of 
traumatic  tetanus  occurring  in  a  lad  13  years  of  age,  to  whom  he  was 
called  the  third  day  after  the  appearance  of  the  symptoms,  He 
found  him  in  a  state  of  almost  complete  opisthotonos,  and  determined 
to  try  the  effects  of  chloral,  and  by  about  the  thirty-fifth  day  the  pa- 
tient had  completely  recovered.  The  entire  quantity  of  chloral  ad- 
ministered amounted  to  180  grammes,  commencing  with  4  grammes 
in  the  twenty-four  hours,  which  almost  immediately  procured  him 
the  sleep  he  had  been  so  long  utterly  deprived  of.  The  dose  was 
gradually  increased  to  8  and  10  grammes  in  the  twenty-four  hours. 

Dentistry  in  the  United  States. — The  dental  profession  in  the 
United  States,  it  i>  understood,  comprises  13,000  members,  who  earn 
an  aggregate  income  of  $24,000,000.  The  annual  expenditure  for 
materials  amounts  to  $2,000,000,  and  for  office  rents  to  *3,000,000, 
leaving  810,0<)0,0OO  as  the  net  income  of  the  prol"es>ion.  There  are  9 
dental  colleges  in  the  United  State-,  from  which  1,807  persons  have 
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graduated.  The  profession  supports  several  dental  periodicals,  with 
an  aggregate  circulation  of  12,900  copies.  There  are  no  dental  col- 
leges in  the  countries  of  Europe.  Dentistry  previous  to  the  present 
century  did  not  occupy  the  position  of  a  profession,  but  its  practi- 
tioners, it  is  said,  were  to  a  great  extent  quacks.  In  consequence  of 
the  greater  skill  of  dentists  of  the  present  day,  the  tendency  of  the 
practice,  it  is  stated,  is  to  save  the  natural  teeth  and  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  inserting  artificial  teeth. 

Apparent  Death  from  Lethargy. — Doubtless  many  during  the 
recent  war  have  been  consigned  to  the  grave  whose  death  was  only 
apparent.  Professor  Xussbaum,  of  Munich,  writing  to  a  friend  from 
Orleans,  said:  "  I  experienced  a  terrible  emotion  after  the  battle  of 
Orleans,  during  October  10  and  11,  when  one  dark,  cold  night  gave 
rise  to  so  many  lethargic  deaths.  We  returned  several  times  with 
four  or  five  porters  to  wounded  persons  who  had  been  left  for  dead, 
while  the  heart's  pulsation  could  still  be  easily  perceived,  and  who, 
by  the  aid  of  warmth  and  refreshment,  we  restored  to  life.  Loss  of 
blood,  exhaustion,  hunger,  cold  and  fear  seem  to  me  to  have  been  the 
causes  which  gave  rise  this  lethargy.  ;  and  if  on  the  field  of  battle 
long  pins  cannot  be  employed  to  prick  the  apex  of  the  heart  (which 
is  the  best  means  of  verifying  death),  at  least,  here,  as  in  all  other 
possible  cases,  the  ear  might  be  applied  to  the  chest,  a  practice  very 
easily  taught  to  all  bearers  of  the  dead. 

Advocates  of  a  liberal  education  for  women  will  be  glad  to  learn 
that  a  young  lady  student  in  the  State  University  of  Missouri,  has 
gained  the  first  prize  for  Greek  scholarship.  Miss  J.  F.  Ripley  has 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  woman  who  has  ever  surpassed  the 
young  men  in  such  a  contest. 

Cuxduraxgo. — The  medical  fraternity  in  Washington  continue  to 
discuss  the  alleged  virtues  of  cundurango,  the  new  South  American 
remedy  for  cancer.  A  correspondent  of  the  Patriot  says  that  Dr. 
Xorris  of  the  LTnited  States  Army,  has  had  one  ca<e  under  treatment 
with  this  vegetable,  that  he  gave  it  faithfully  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  which  accompanied  it,  and  the  patient  died.  A  na- 
val surgeon,  according  to  the  same  authority,  treated  a  patient  in  a 
similar  manner  with  a  similar  result.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
has  authorized  Dr.  Thompson  to  place  one  of  the  wards  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Hospital  at  the  disposal  of  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of 
experimenting  with  the  remedy ;  but  as  it  is  understood  that  the 
committee  expect  and  wish  to  show  that  cundurango  is  worth- 
less, the  result  of  their  tests  will  not  be  likely  to  have  much 
interest  for  the  public,  however  it  may  be  with  the  unfortunate  pa- 
tients. Somebody  from  New  York  has  applied  at  the  Patent  Office 
for  and  has  been  granted  a  patent  for  a  cancer  cure,  composed  of 
rum,  sugar,  cloves,  and  cundurango  ;  and  the  effort  made  by  people 
in  the  'Agricultural  Department  to  advertise  the  virtues  of  the  new 
specific,  must  be  a  good  thing  for  this  enterprising  gentleman.  It 
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lias  been  intimated  in  several  quarters,  tli.it  the  reports  of  the  re- 
markable virtues  of  cundurango,  which  have  been  so  industriously 
circulated,  are  intended  to  promote  the  private  interests  of  certain 
parties  in  Washington,  which  may  or  may  not  be  true.  Quite  as 
remarkable  cures  have  been  reported  from  the  use  of  a  decoction  of 
the  common  red  clover,  drank  as  a  tea,  and  used  as  a  wash,  as  ant 
that  have  been  claimed  from  the  use  of  cundurango.  The  truth 
probably  is,  that  in  regard  to  cancerous  humors,  as  with  other  dis 
eases,  remedies  that  will  prove  effectual  in  the  cases  of  some  indi- 
viduals will  he  of  no  avail  when  administered  to  others,  who  are  to 
all  appearances  afflicted  in  a  precisely  similar  manner. — New  York 
Sun, 

Ttjkre  are  forty  female  students  at  the  University  of  Zurich,  and 
there  are  -00  female  medical  students  in  London.. 

The  Heaviest  of  all  the  Grand  Juries. — At  the  opening  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  in  Trenton,  on  Tuesday,  Judge  Nixon 
was  astonished  by  the  entrance  of  three  tons  of  Grand  Jury,  by 


name  as  follows : 

Lbs,  Lbs. 

William  S.  Whitehead  .    .  2S6    John   Moore   250 

Herman  1).  Buscb    .    .    .  425  William  Moore     ....  236 

John  C.  Hopkins  .    .    .    .  275  James  Nightingale  .    .    .  300 

Benjamin  Swing  ....  400    Joseph  Tatem   275 

John  S.  Richardson  .    .    .  240    Samuel  Wentz   309 

Levi  Davis   270  Abram  B.  Stuart  .    ...  265 

John  Irick   ......  250  Charles  Hancock  .    .    .    .  240 

George  Thompson     .    .    .  240  Francis  Sickler    ....  250 

Stephen  B.  Smith  .    .    .    .  270    Emor  Reeve   250 

Isaac  Hewlings    ....  294  Barclay  Haines    ....  280 

Edward  A.  Walton  .    .    .  160  Isaac  Newkirk    ....  250 

Benjamin  Dennis  .    .    .    .  192 

Edward  S.  Packard  ...  280       Total   6,491 


Mr.  Whitehead  was  chosen  foreman,  and  stands  six  feet  eight  in- 
ches in  height.  The  Judge  assigned  the  jury  the  Assembly  Cham- 
per  for  their  deliberations,  being  evidently  afraid  to  trust  them  in  an 
upper  room  in  consequence  of  the  weakness  of  the  supporting 
beams. —  Trenton  Exchange^  June,  1871. 

Sentenced  for  Malpractice. — Philadelphia,  June  10. — In  the 
ease  of  Dr.  Oliver  W.  Reid,  who  was,  in  January  last,  convicted  of 
performing  a  criminal  surgical  operation  on  a  female,  Judge  I'axson 
this  morning,  upon  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  delivered  his  opinion. 
The  female  upon  whom  the  abortion  was  performed  had  been  mar- 
ried to  the  co-defendant  to  prevent  her  being  used  as  a  witness.  She 
was,  however,  examined,  and  upon  her  evidence  Dr.  Reid  was  con- 
victed.   Judge  Paxson  overruled  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  and 
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sentenced  Reid  to  six  years  and  six  months  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary. 

Gunshot  Wound. — The  coroner's  physician  in  making  a  post- 
mortem examination  on  the  body  of  a  man  who  had  died  suddenly, 
came  upon  a  minnie  bullet  lodged  against  the  inner  side  o  one  of  the 
ribs.  The  missile  was  completely  enveloped  in  a  strong  tissue  that 
had  grown  around  it,  and  had  attached  itself  to  the  rib.  The  man 
died  of  heart  disease ;  but  the  presence  of  the  bullet  was  fully  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  he  had  been  a  soldier,  and  had  been  shot 
twice,  one  of  the  bullets  only  being  recovered. 

Three  distinguished  members  of  our  profession,  have  recently 
passed  from  life.  Professor  Wagner,  of  Konigsberg,  justly  famed 
for  his  surgical  researches ;  Professor  Yon  Xiemeyer,  of  Tubingen, 
whose  Text-Book  of  Practical  Medicine  is  in  the  hands  of  hundreds 
of  our  students  ;  and,  still  more  lately,  Professor  Oppolzer,  the 
renowned  head  of  the  Vienna  school. 

Treatment  of  Pyjemia. — Professor  Wood,  of  King's  College 
Hospital,  is  said  to  be  meeting  with  success  in  the  treatment  of 
pyaemia  by  keeping  the  patient's  body  in  a  carbolised  atmosphere, 
together  with  the  internal  administration  of  the  sulpho-carbolate  of 
iron. 

Life-Like  ix  Death. — Rossbach,  in  a  late  number  of  Virchow's 
Archiv.  (Band  51),  has  given  an  interesting  account  of  numerous 
cases  of  sudden  death  on  the  fields  of  Beaumont  and  Sedan,  in  which 
the  bodies  of  those  killed  retained  the  position  and  expression  of 
face  present  just  before  death.  In  one  case  a  group  of  six  French 
soldiers  were  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  single  shell  as  they  were 
breakfasting  in  a  slight  hollow.  The  shell  had  struck  one  of  them 
sitting  in  the  middle  full  in  the  back,  where  it  was  partly  lodged  ; 
the  fragments  had  torn  away  his  thighs  and  buttocks  and  killed  his 
comrades.  From  one  of  them  the  skull  was  carried  off,  while  the 
face  still  retained  the  expression  of  laughter  at  the  joke  of  a  com- 
panion. The  next  one  to  him  still  held  delicately  raided  to  his  lips, 
between  the  forefinger  and  thumb,  a  tin  cup  from  which  he  was 
about  to  drink  when  the  explosion  had  taken  off  the  whole  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  face  and  head.  The  close  manner  in  which  they 
were  seated  together  had  prevented  the  bodies  from  falling  after  the 
lapse  of  twenty-four  hours.  In  another  case  a  soldier  shot  through 
the  breast  lay  half  reclining  on  one  side,  with  the  photograph  of  his 
wife  or  lover  held  up  straight  before  him.  Rossbach  cannot  admit 
that  in  such  cases  the  nervous  centres  must  necessarily  be  injured, 
nor  that  death  must  have  been  instantaneous.  Rigor  mortis  must 
have  set  in  between  the  last  moments  of  life  and  the  first  of  death. — 
Lancet  Med.  Record. 

Salt  ix  the  Sea. — A  French  chemist,  M.  Nadie,  has  been  mak- 
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mg  a  thorough  examination  of  the  salt  water  of  different  ocean, 
Km  7  Tr  ?^V°^h%T ^  of  chloride  of  sodium  stained 

in  them,     lie  obtained  the  following  results-  

The  Mediterranean  Sea  contains  of  salt,  2.710  per  cent  ;  the  At- 
he  >>  i  il':,n  2"S9l^°Cnt;  t,,e  ^  ChanneVw»5  percent; 

The  specific  gravity  of  the  water  was  found  to  range  from  1.029  to 
l.UJO  per  cent.  r 

Svurm-s  Calcis  LACTo-PnospiiAT,s.-I„  the  'Archive,  Gin&mU* 
870  l' ','  V"  n  '  2eoember'  Jf «, .«>d  for  January  and  February* 
1870,  Dr.     Dueart  recommends  the  use  of  a  new  preparation,  which 
he  forms  the  lacto-phosphate  of  lime,  in  which  the  Erne  salt  is  dis- 
solved in  free  lactic  acid. 

Dr.  B.  W  MeCready,  of  our  city,  requested  me  to  prepare  a  svrun 
containing  that  compound,  and  I  adopted  the  following  formula  ' 

Concentrated  Lactic  Aeid   fl  ?  L  " 

Magma  of  freshly  precipitated  Phosphate  of  Lime.  -     of  « 
Aqa?  Fl.  Aurant.    .    .  fl  ? 

Mix  the  lactic  acid  with  1  fluid  ounces  of  water/and  satiate  it 
th  the  magma  Put  the  liquid  upon  a  filter,  and  add  the  rest  of 
the  water  until  8  fluid  ounces  of  filtrate  are  obtained.  Pour  this 
upon  he  sugar,  contained  in  a  bottle  ;  shake  occasionally  until  solu- 
tion is  effected,  and  strain.  Xo  heat  ought  to  he  applied  else  ti  e 
synip  assumes  a  milky  appearance.  1 1  ' 

The  syrup  thus  prepared  contains  between  2  and  3  grains  of  di- 
phosphate of  lime  m  each  fl.  3  ,  besides  the  lacticacid.-W^,  < 
Neergaed,  m  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 

Chloroform  to  remove  Punt  and  Restore  Color.-"  When 
Color  on  afobnc  has  been  accidentally  or  otherwise  destroyed  by 
amd,  ammonia  is  applied  to  neutralize  the  same,  after  which  an  11 

colo,  ThI  ^XT0Pn  "?  in  a'm0St  *"  —  -store  the  o  gi Z\ 
color.  1  lie  application  of  ammonia  is  common,  but  that  of  ehh.ro 
form  is  but  little  known.  Chloroform  will  also  remove  a  ,  t  from  , 
garment  or  elsewhere,  when  benzoic  or  bisulphide  of  carbon  tails™ 

Prof   Polli's  Theory  ix  regard  to  the  Stophitbs.— Polll's 
theory  has  been  energetically  questioned  in  Florence  by  Dr  iJli  i 
who  end^vored  to  prove  that  when  the  sulphites  arc  .riven  b,  ,  ! 
toe  in  prettv  large  doses  they  may  retard  'morbid  f.uane n  ation  no 
as  sulphites  but  by  rendering  the  fluids  of  the  economy  more  alkv 
. ne.    Dr    Paganncci  supported  this  view  (.at  a  meeting  of  the 
Physico-Medica   Society  of  Florence),  and  stated  that    or  nnato 
nuca  purposes,  he  succeeded  in  retarding  pu.relhc,i,n,  by  ,ieeti 
into  the  vessels  a  solution  of  carbonate  of  soda.  1  Ufleowng 
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News  and  Miscellany.  [September 


Consumption  and  Cancer. — Pulmonary  consumption  is  derived 
from  cancer,  according  to  Dr.  Burdel.  This  practitioner,  from  100 
cancerous  parents,  has  seen  seventy-five  times  pulmonary  consump- 
tion reach  the  children,  and  he  has  seen  fifteen  times  pulmonary 
consuurption  derived  from  other  diseases. 

The  cancer,  then,  according  to  this  new  doctrine,  comes  immedi- 
ately after  pulmonary  consumption  itself  in  its  power  to  produce 
tuberculous  diseases  in  the  following  generations.  It  is  so  that  out 
of  100  families  who  have  furnished  the  cases  of  Dr.  Burdel,  79  af- 
flicted with  cancer  have  produced  by  direct  and  secondary  inherit- 
ance 237  tuberculous  cases. — Med.  lJress  and  Circular. 

A  New  Mode  of'  Administering  Copaiba. — The  Lancet  for  April 
29th  ult.,  contains  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Berkley  Hill  on  the  treat- 
ment of  gonorrhoea,  in  which  he  recommends  a  form  in  which  this 
remedy  can  be  taken  very  easily.  It  resembles  a  jelly,  is  not  repul- 
sive to  the  taste,  and  if  a > piece  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut  be  rolled  in 
wafer  paper,  it  can  be  swallowed  without  being  tasted  at  all.  The 
after-effects,  of  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs,  he  thinks  to  be 
rather  less  from  this  than  from  most  other  forms  of  administering 
the  remedy.  Take  of  thick  copabia,  eight  ounces ;  powdered  sugar, 
four  ounces ;  honey  (not  crystallized),  four  ounces ;  distilled  water, 
five  drachms  ;  oil  of  peppermint,  one  drachm ;  roseine  (one  of  the 
aniline  pigments),  one-tenth  of  a  grain  dissolved  in  twenty  minims 
of  water.  Put  the  honey,  sugar,  copaiba  and  water  into  an  evap- 
orating dish,  keeping  it  well  stirred.  Heat  the  mixture  gently  till 
it  boils,  and  continue  the  agitation  and  ebullition  about  five  minutes. 
In  the  first  part  of  the  operation  two  distinct  strata  are  formed ;  the 
upper  the  copaiba,  the  lower  the  honey,  etc.  As  the  water  is  evap- 
orated numerous  bubbles  of  steam  are  given  off,  just  as  the  whole 
becomes  a  homogeneous  jelly.  When  it  has  partly  cooled  stir  in  the 
roseine  and  the  oil  of  peppermint.  When  well  made  it  should  re- 
semble raspberry  jelly.  Should  this  very  minute  quantity  of  roseine 
be  objected  to,  an  ammoniacal  solution  of  carmine  gives  a  very  good 
color.  — Med.  Record. 

New  York  Medical  Journal. — With  the  current  number  of  the 
New  York  Medical  Journal,  Dr.  E.  S.  Dunster,  its  accomplished 
editor,  retires.  During  the  five  years  he  has  been  connected  with 
this  periodical  he  has  successfully  labored  to  place  it  in  its  present 
position,  and  his  retirement  from  the  office  which  he  showed  such 
rare  capabilities  for  filling  will  be  regretted  by  a  host  of  readers. 
His  successors  are  Drs.  W.  T.  Lusk  and  James  B.  Hunter. 


Wanted — An  Eclectic  Physician  or  Student  of  business  talent 
to  take  charge  of  the  office  and  act  as  assistant  Physician  in  a  desir- 
able and  well  established  business.  Address  with  reference  P.  O. 
Box,  1862,  Boston,  Mass. 


GALVANIC  BATTERIES 


I.   THE  DRESCHER  GALVANO-FARADIC  INSTRUMENT. 

This  novel,  portable  apparatus,  Patented  July  4th,  1871,  produces  not  only 
Primary  an<l  Secorulary  Faradic  (induced)  Currents,  with  Bkocks  in  quick  or 
slow  succession,  and  also  the  Galvanic  (continuous)  Current,  but  one  current  may 
be  substitutid  for  another  instantaneously,  whilst  the  intensity  of  each  may  be 
regulated,  at  pleasure,  to  the  finest  degree,  by  means  of  a  Rheostatic  Coil 
which  divides  and  measures,  by  a  positive  unit,  the  one  thousandth  part  of  one 
Gal  nude  Cell.  It  combines  in  one  Instrument  the  necessary  apparatus  for 
producing  all  the  effects  which  can  possibly  be  desired  in  Electro-Therapeutics 
and  Diagnosis.    Price,  $75.00  and  $100.00. 

II.   DRESCHXR'S  NEW  GALVANIC  BATTERY,  FOR  MEDICAL  USE, 

Patented  July  1th,  1871,  is  equal  in  power  to  the  best  Galvanic  Batteries,  and 
surpasses  them  all  in  cheapness,  portability,  elegance,  and  convenience  in  use. 
Price,  20-Cell  Battery,  $30.00;  40-Cell  Battery,  $60.00. 

DX   DRESCHER'S  ELECTRO-MAGNETIC  MACHINE 

Has  already  received  the  endorsement  of  the  most  eminent  Scientists  and 
Practitioners    Prof.  W.  A.  Hammond,  M.  D.,  states  : 

"Nothing  can  exceed  the  efficiency  and  convenience  of  this  Instrument.  It  possesses 
the  great  advantages  of  supplying  both  the  inducing  and  induced  currents,  and  enabling  the 
physician  to  regulate  the  interruptions  so  as  to  give  the  shocks  very  slowly,  a  matter  of  great 
importance  in  the  treatment  of  paralytic  disorders." 

Prof.  DOREMUS  has  given  the  following  opinion  relative  thereto  : 

"College  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Nov.  7,  1870. 
Dr.  Drescher. — Dear  Sir  :  I  have  carefully  examined  your  new  Electro-Magnetic  Machine, 
with  its  valuable  and  ingenious  improvements.  I  consider  the  Instrument  the  most  complete, 
the  most  varied  in  its  applications,  and  the  most  convenient  I  have  ever  seen.    Wishing  you 
the  success  your  long  experience  in  Galvanism  and  its  practical  applications  justly  deserves, 

I  remain,  Yours  truly  It.  Ogden  Doremtjs." 
Dr.  Drescher  has  recently  added  to  this  Machine  several  very  valuable  im- 
provements, Patented  July  1th,  and  July  18th,  1871,  and  can  now  confidently 
pronounce  his  Instrument  to  be 

The  Best,  the  Cheapest,  atirf  most  l'Acynnt  Electro-Magnetic  Machine 
hi  the  world. 

Prices:  No.  1  (small),  $10;  No.  1  A,  $12.50;  No.  2,  $lo;  No.  3,  $20;  No.  4,  $30. 

IV.   THE  PATENTED  ELECTRODE  CORD-SPOOLS 

applied  to  these  Instruments,  on  which  the  cords  may  be  readily  wound  after 
application,  are  the  delight  of  every  Electrician. 

Note. — The  Co-Partnership  heretofore  constituting  the  Firm  known  as 
"The  Garvaxo-Faradic  Maxtfactirixo  Co."  having  been  dissolved  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1871,  by  mutual  consent,  Dr.  Luis  Drescher  retiring 
from  his  former  association,  has  established  himself  under  the  Firm  name  ot 

LUIS  DRESCHER  &  CO. 


No.  !>!)•>  JSixtli  Avenue,   TSow  York- 


THE 
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BREECH-LOADING-,  DOUBLE-BARRELED 

SHOT  GUN, 

The  Best  and  Loivest  Priced  Gun  in  the  World  ! 

.  » • «  

VERY  SIMPLE  IN  THEIR  CONSTRUCTION, 

BEING    THROWN    OUT    OF    LINE    TO    RECEIVE    THE    CHARGE   BY    A  SLIGHT 
PRESSURE    OF    THE  FINGER. 

BARRELS  ARE  SELF-LOOKINGr. 
Which  can  be  reloaded  and  used  any  number  of  times  desired, 
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SCROFULA. 

BY  ALEXANDER   "WILDER,    M.  D. 

It  is  no  easy  labor  to  discourse  wisely  of  the  morbific  agent 
known  as  Scrofula.  The  term  indeed  seems  to  have  been 
employed  to  disguise  the  ignorance  rather  than  the  scientific 
knowledge  possessed  by  physicians.  It  is  known  to  be  protean, 
changing  its  form  from  one  ailment  to  another,  yet  it  is  essentially 
the  same  in  all.  It  exists  in  families,  following  the  lineage  for 
generations  ;  then  it  will  disappear,  and  its  eradication  is  confident- 
ly believed ;  but  often  it  comes  again  with  all  the  novelty  of 
a  fresh  creation.    It  is  the  same  serpent's  poison,  all  the  way. 

Curious  etymologists  imagine  from  the  name  that  scrofula  was 
imparted  to  mankind  from  the  swine.  It  is  enough  for  our  pur- 
pose to  say  that  the  name  is  not  the  definition,  nor  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  thing  meant  is  understood,  because  the  designation 
has  been  given.  Scrofula  is  occult  in  its  origin,  manifestation 
and  mode  of  operating ;  and  much  that  has  been  asserted  con- 
cerning it,  is  inference  from  incidental  circumstances,  probably  en- 
tirely fictitious.  For  example,  the  strumous  diathesis  is  common 
in  Germany,  where  the  inhabitants  are  generally  light-haired, 
blue-eyed,  and  of  a  peculiar  texture  of  skin.  It  has  therefore 
been  assumed  that  persons  so  described  are  scrofulous.  This 
may  be  so,  but  we  doubt  it  very  seriously. 
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It  has  been  affirmed  that  the  Hebrews  and  Arabs  are  exempt 
from  the  infliction  ;  and  as  the  eating  of  pork  is  interdicted  by 
the  Mosaic  and  Mohammedan  codes,  that  circumstance  has  often 
been  cited  as  the  reason  of  their  exemption.  But  the  Celtic 
population  of  France,  Ireland  and  Scotland  also  abstained  from 
the  interdicted  article,  till  a  comparatively  recent  period,  and 
yet  we  know  of  no  especial  benefits  experienced  by  them  in 
relation  to  scrofula. 

The  laboring  population  of  England  are  fearfully  scourged  with 
the  malad}T,  and  it  has  been  attributed  in  their  case  to  privation, 
insufficient  and  unwholesome  food,  impure  air,  improper  clothing, 
and  uncleanly  habits.  But  most  of  these  conditions  exist  in 
Hindostan,  where  struma  is  said  to  be  unknown.  Besides,  almost 
every  royal  family  in  Europe,  however  well  nurtured,  carefully 
bred,  and  otherwise  reared,  is  afflicted  to  an  extent  really  fright- 
ful. The  blue  blood  of  the  Bourbons  reeks  with  scrofula ;  the 
house  of  Hapsburg  is  saturated  with  it ;  the  family  of  Brunswick 
in  every  branch  is  overrun;  kings  of  England,  Denmark,  and 
Sweden,  and  Czars  of  Russia,  have  been  incapacitated  from  sitting 
oh  their  thrones  by  reason  of  the  insanity  and  imbecility  of  which 
strumous  disease  was  the  evident  origin.  Kings,  nobles,  and  the 
common  people  meet,  so  far  as  scrofula  is  concerned,  on  a  common 
arena — all  are  afflicted  alike. 

Several  modern  writers  have  attributed  the  prevalence  of  the 
diathesis,  and  its  sequences  of  malformation,  deaf-mutism,  blind- 
ness and  idiocy  to  the  intermarriage  of  kindred,  and  Professor  W. 
Byrd  Powell,  refining  upon  the  idea,  declared  them  the  inheri- 
tance of  children  of  parents  whose  temperaments  forbade  their 
union  in  the  function  of  parentage.  But  conjugal  alliances, 
formed  carefully  on  the  principles  which  Dr.  Powell  maintained, 
would  be  sure,  in  a  few  generations,  to  result  in  the  blending  of  all 
the  vital  and  adjunctive  temperaments  so  intimately  that,  accept- 
ing his  premises  as  true,  scrofula,  idiocy,  and  sterility,  or  early  mor- 
tality would  be  the  heritage  of  every  family.  As  for  close  inter- 
marriage of  kindred,  it  was  customary  for  ages  among  the  Jews 
and  Arabs,  the  Greeks  and  Egyptians,  the  Persians  and  other 
Eastern  peoples,  of  known  vitality,  and  generally  supposed  to  be 
exempt  from  struma. 
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Thus  have  the  theories  upon  the  subject,  when  weighed  in  the 
balance  of  human  experience,  been  found  generally  to  be  wanting. 
One  must,  therefore,  needs  express  his  opinions  with  modesty,  and 
almost  a  hesitating  diffidence. 

Yet  having  expressed  so  much  in  antagonism  to  received  views, 
it  will  be  considered  unfair  if  nothing  is  written  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  inquiry  in  the  right  direction.  We  therefore  venture 
to  "  show  forth  our  opinion  "  cautiously  and  as  discreetly  as  we  are 
able. 

In  the  first  place,  we  are  disposed  to  credit  the  impression  enter- 
tained by  many  thoughtful  persons,  that  scrofula  is  the  sequence 
or  remains  of  syphilis.  It  is  certain  that  people  that  are  scourged 
by  the  latter  malady  are  also  sufferers  from  strumous  disease  ;  and 
equally  observable  that  in  countries  where  syphilis  has  been  prev- 
alent, though  perhaps  less  so  at  the  present  time,  an  abundance  of 
scrofula  has  ever  since  existed.  Particularly  has  this  been  the 
case  in  different  parts  of  Europe,  when  a  few  centuries  ago  syphi- 
lis was  so  general  that  the  medical  men  supposed  it  to  be  epidem- 
ic. It  is  also  noticeablo  that  the  most  licentious  noble  families 
have  most  abounded  with  scrofula. 

Barbarous  peoples  are  equally  afflicted.  The  New  Zealanders 
suffer  worse  from  venereal  disease  than  the  whites,  and  scrofula 
is  declared  by  an  able  writer  to  be  "  the  curse  of  the  New  Zealand 
race,  and  the  predisposing  cause  of  most  of  the  sickness  among 
the  natives."  In  childhood  it  causes  marasmus,  fevers,  and  bowel 
complaint ;  in  manhood,  consumption,  spinal  disease,  ulcers,  and 
various  other  maladies.  Dr.  Thompson,  however,  assigns  as  its 
remote  cause  "  the  constitutional  tendency  which  the  people  in- 
herit from  having  originally  migrated  from  the  tropics."  The  in- 
termediate cause,  he  declares,  is  using  potato  diet  for  three  hun- 
dred days  in  every  year,  intermarrying  with  scrofulous  persons, 
and  living  in  huts  worse  than  dog-kennels.  Abscesses,  boils,  dys- 
entery, also  chronic  melancholy  and  insanity  are  more  frequent 
than  among  the  inhabitants  of  any  country  occupied  by  the  Aryan 
race.  The  Indians  of  Oregon,  who  suffer  much  from  want  of 
food  and  proper  clothing,  are  terribly  afflicted  with  scrofulous 
disease. 

An  indication  always  attending  scrofula  is  a  poverty  of  the  nu- 
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tritive  elements  in  the  blood.  The  red  corpuscles  are  deficient, 
and  the  diseases  which  are  traceable  to  the  strumous  diathesis  al- 
ways evince  inanition.  It  is  not  necessary  to  show  that  persons 
affected  are  living  in  the  midst  of  abundance,  or  that  they  are 
hearty  feeders  ;  every  intelligent  person  knows  that  it  is  not  the 
amount  eaten,  but  the  nutritive  material  actually  obtained  from  it, 
that  is  the  condition  required.  Accepting  this  idea  at  the  outset 
of  our  inquiry,  we  can  readily  infer  that  every  circumstance 
which  interferes  with  the  proper  digestion  and  assimilation  of  food 
will  tend  to  develop  scrofula.  Wholesome  substances  in  proper 
quantities  are  essential.  Cooking  is  more  vital  to  the  welfare  of 
mankind  than  teaching.  Good  morals  and  good  health  are  alike 
incompatible  with  bad  digestion. 

Actinism  is  an  agent  that  no  one  can  afford  to  do  without.  It 
is  that  element  of  the  sun-rays  which  makes  the  air  a  supporter 
of  life  and  destroys  infection ;  it  renders  the  esculent  vegetables 
nutritious ;  and  adds  a  potency  to  the  blood,  a  tonicity  to  the 
muscles,  an  element  to  the  nervous  system  which  are  essential 
to  their  normal  action.  A  curse  on  the  inventors  of  shades  and 
shutters  to  deprive  our  dwellings  of  the  sunshine  !  Whatever  the 
paternity  of  scrofula,  an  apartment  unvisited  by  air  which  the  sun 
has  vivified  constitutes  a  womb  in  which  it  may  be  engendered 
and  prolific.  Something  is  undoubtedly  due  to  climate,  and  per- 
haps to  race ;  certain  it  is  that  colder  countries  are  worse  af- 
flicted, and  that  the  apparent  causes  of  its  development  are  rela- 
tively worse  in  tropical  regions.  Does  the  sun,  then,  dissipate  and 
destroy  the  morbific  principle  ? 

Dr.  Samuel  H.  Dickson,  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  writers  of 
ability  consider  scrofula  as  distinct  from  tuberculosis,  and  that 
sufferers  from  the  one  are  not  necessarily  liable  to  be  afflicted  by 
the  other  malady.  The  hypothesis  is  plausible,  and,  we  think, 
correct. 

Tuberculosis  is  due  to  the  action  of  a  virus  often  resembling  glan- 
ders in  its  venomous  character,  while  scrofula  seems  to  be  rather 
a  negative  principle — a  want  of  vitality,  a  lack  of  power  to  exer- 
cise the  functions  of  life.  It  is  generally  witnessed  in  the  glands 
and  follicles,  the  organs  for  separating  and  elaborating  elements 
to  enter  into  the  vital  economy,  and  such  complaints  as  dyspep- 
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sia,  dysentery,  diarrhoea,  marasmus,  nervous  disease,  erysipelas, 
local  inflammations,  especially  of  mucous  surfaces,  abscesses,  and 
ulcers,  are  appropriate  forms  of  its  manifestation.  The  scrofulous 
patient  often  seems  to  be  liable  to  each  and  every  one  of  these  af- 
fections, just  as  it  happens,  taking  cold  without  exposure,  expe- 
riencing catarrhs,  swellings  of  the  glands  in  and  about  the  throat, 
armpits,  and  shoulders,  suffering  from  boils,  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation, or  eruption  of  the  skin — any  of  these  matters,  as  though 
it  happened  indiscriminately.  Often  such  persons  recover,  appar- 
ently from  insufficient  causes,  like  wholesome  feeding,  change  of 
air  or  employment,  good  news,  unusual  medicine  or  regimen  :  and 
as  often,  perhaps,  do  their  ailments  hang  on,  assume  new  forms, 
bidding  defiance  to  medicine,  and  perplexing  physicians  because 
the  patient  does  not  recover,  and  often  will  not  die. 

But  with  all  its  frets  and  fancies,  scrofula  is  a  scourge,  terrible 
from  its  prevalence  and  the  deterioration  which  it  indicates.  It  en- 
feebles the  mind  as  well  as  the  body,  and  hysteria,  hypochrondria, 
idiocy,  indecision  are  among  its  accompaniments.  The  moral  nature 
is  often  impaired,  and  we  witness  the  insatiable  appetites  and  pro- 
pensities fearfully  morbid — sometimes  a  proclivity  to  vice 
stronger  than  any  restraining  power  of  the  mind.  To  such  it  is  of 
little  use  to  preach,  to  imprison,  to  torture,  or  to  hang.  They 
will  persist  in  vice  till  their  health  is  improved,"  and  their  func- 
tions restored  to  a  more  normal  action. 

That  the  relations  between  the  sexes  accomplish  much  to  de- 
velop or  obviate  the  morbid  diathesis,  is  more  than  probable.  A 
hybrid  race  is  generally  scrofulous,  as  the  half-breed  Indians  on 
this  continent  and  the  mulattoes  abundantly  show,  not  to  allude 
to  mixed  white  lineages  so  frequent  in  Europe  and  America.  It 
is  pretty  certain  that  persons  unhappily  or  unnaturally  allied  wear 
out  each  other's  vital  powers,  and  produce  either  no  offspring  or  a 
progeny  that  is  defective,  if  not  malformed.  Scrofula  is  essen- 
tially a  deficiency  of  vital  energy ;  hence  it  is  easy  to  perceive 
that  unsuitable  . alliances  would  prove  an  admirable  hot  bed  for  its 
development.  The  external  causes  of  disease  would  be  generally 
innocuous  if  the  vital  conditions  were  not  so- low  or  impaired  ;is 
to  give  them  scope.  We  would  suggest,  therefore,  that  in  treating 
this  malady  some  attention  be  paid  to  the  moral  conditions.  AVe 


166 


Infantile  Convulsions. 


[October, 


do  not,  however,  mean  that  other  regimen  should*  not  be  adopted, 
for  most  strumous  cases  are  effects  of  the  wrong-doing  of  others  as 
much  as  of  personal  obliquity.  But  in  the  language  of  Jesus, 
"  These  things  you  ought  to  have  done,  and  the  others  you  ought 
not  to  have  left  undone." 

We  do  not  esteem  a  pathology  which  regards  principally  exter- 
nal and  physical  causes  for  all  morbid  phenomena.  What  induces 
disease  under  some  circumstances  will  not  under  others.  .The 
condition  of  the  vital  powers  determine  that  matter.  These  pow- 
ers are  essentially  psychical,  and,  therefore,  moral.  The  condition 
of  the  mind  and  affections  goes  very  far  toward  controlling  the 
physical  health.  Yet  in  our  speculations  we  would  not  go  so  far 
in  that  direction  as  to  undervalue  external  agencies.  We  would, 
like  the  apostle  Paul,  "  preserve  blameless  the  whole  spirit,  and 
soul,  and  body."  This  is  imperatively  essential  in  all  human  mat- 
ters— certainly  in  morbid  and  abnormal  manifestations,  and  we  are 
firmly  convinced,  especially  in  that  something  which  we  denomi- 
nate scrofula. 


INFANTILE  CONVULSIONS. 

Bead  before  the  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Eclectic  Medicine, 
by  j.  edwin  danelson,  m.  d.,  little  falls,  n.  y. 

In  presenting  a  subject  so  general,  I  propose  to  treat  it  only  in 
a  general  manner.  To  elucidate  the  many  diseases  in  which  con- 
vulsions are  a  prominent  feature,  or  a  concomitant  incident, 
would  be  to  write  a  volume  on  the  diseases  of  children. 

The  casual  observer  cannot  but  be  struck  with  the  fact  of  the 
prevalence  of  spasms,  clonic  or  otherwise,  in  the  age  of  infancy. 
Whether  this  epidemic  (if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  the  expres- 
sion) is  due  to  the  impressibility  of  the  nervous  system,  during 
the  earlier  years  of  its  growth,  or  to  the  condition  that  the  major- 
ity of  mankind  are  children,  and  hence  the  greater  proportion  of 
diseases  is  found  to  be  with  the  greater  portion  of  human  be- 
ings— with  those  who  are  under  seven  years  of  age — I  will  not 
attempt  to  decide.  If  we  admit,  on  the  one  hand,  the  acute  sen- 
sibility of  infancy,  and  uphold  the  theory  of  its  lack  of  tone,  its 
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extreme  excitability,  then  we  must,  on  the  other  hand,  declare  as 
exceptionable  those  remarkable  cases  of  tenacity  to  life  seen  fre- 
quently in  the  child  when  suffering  greatly  under  the  most  ag- 
gravating circumstances,  or  when  enduring  the  prostration  of  lin- 
gering disease. 

Convulsions  are  clonic,  i.  e.,  having  intermissions  or  periods  of 
relaxation  ;  or.  tonic,  i.  e.,  where  rigidity  is  continuous.  Youth  is 
subject  alike  to  the  one  and  the  other. 

The  investigation  of  the  causes  of  convulsions  in  children,  is  of 
the  highest  importance,  as  only  from  a  correct  knowledge  of 
this  matter  (as,  in  fact,  in.  all  diseases)  can  we  arrive  at  a  correct 
diagnosis. 

The  intensified  susceptibility  of  the  nervous  system  at  this 
period  of  life  I  do  not  deny.  That  little  being,  whose  sky  is  the 
ceiling,  who  knows  no  other  ground  than  the  floor  of  its  nursery, 
and  knows  no  other  world  than  that  hemmed  in  by  its  walks  on 
either  side ;  who  extends  unsuccessfully  its  unguided  and  inex- 
perienced hand  to  grasp  the  toy  that  pleases  its  sight ;  who  recog- 
nizes so  acutely  the  step  of  its  parent,  and  sinks  so  quietly  to  rest 
at  the  sound  of  the  familiar  lullaby  of  its  mother ;  in  whom  the 
prick  of  a  pin  opens  the  flood  gate  of  tears ;  who  starts  so  sud- 
denly with  every  loud  noise,  must,  judging  by  analogy,  be 
shocked  and  overwhelmed  by  lesser  causes  than  those  which 
compel  the  man  in  his  prime  to  yield. 

It  is  granted  that  whatever  tends  to  lower  the  tone  of  the  ner- 
vous system  is  a  predisposing  cause  to  convulsions.  Anosmia, 
in  this  relation,  takes  the  lead.  Some  are  born  with  a  spark  of 
vitality  so  dim  that  they  may  be  said  to  possess  a  convulsive 
diathesis.  Miasma  is  a  prolific  cause  of  convulsions.  Many 
of  the  more  virulent  forms  of  exanthemata  are  ushered  in 
in  this  manner,  or  are  accompanied  with  spasms  on  the 
repulsion  of  the  rash.  Acute  enteritis,  whether  from  distressing 
ingesta  or  verminous  irritation,  is  another  cause.  Convulsions  are 
sometimes  caused  by  fright,  sometimes  by  local  irritation,  as  in 
one  instance  where  convulsions  followed  the  use  of  a  swab  in 
diphtheria,  and  in  another,  from  urine  passing  along  the  inflamed 
ureters  or  urethra;  from  spinal  irritation  and  cerebral  congestion. 
External  injuries  will  also  give  rise  to  convulsions  in  children. 
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Diagnosis. — If  a  child  is  anaemic,  emaciated,  starts  with  every 
sound  and  exhibits  continual  restlessness,  there  is  a  loss  of  tone 
of  the  nervous  system,  and  you  may  look  for  an  occasional  repe- 
tition of  the  paroxysm,  until  the  powe1  and  energy  of  this  system 
is  renewed.  The  presence  of  worms  is  easily  detected  in  most 
cases.  If  it  is  the  ascares  lumbricoides  we  find  the  bowels  tymp- 
anitic, loss  of  appetite,  continual  thirst,  lips  alternating  pale  and 
purple,  the  upper  lip  and  nostrils  considerably  scarred  from 
scratching,  grating  the  teeth,  and  sudden  starting  during  sleep, 
with  sometimes  a  dry  thirsty  cough.  If  it  be  the  ascares  ver- 
micularis,  there  is  a  constant  itching  at  the  anus,  worrying  and 
restlessness  even  to  a  simulation  of  chorea  sancti  viti.  This 
species  of  worm  will  be  detected  in  the  alvine  evacuations.  If 
the  convulsions  arise  from  enteritis,  the  spasms  are  clonic  and 
sudden,  and  the  body  cramps  forward,  the  knees  and  chin  ap- 
proaching each  other.  In  spinal  irritation  and  disease  of  the 
ureters,  the  spasms  are  opisthotonos.  In  cerebral  congestion, 
there  are  feverish  symtoms,  high  pulse,  flushed  face — the  child  is 
frequently  moving  the  hands  towards  the  head,  and  rolling  the 
head  upon  the  pillow.  The  irritation  during  dentition  has  similar 
symptoms.  Here,  however,  you  find  the  gums  swollen,  and  the 
mouth  dry  and  hot ;  the  child  spasmodically  bites  the  nipple. 
The  approach  of  fevers  has  each  its  characteristic  symptoms.  It 
may  be  suspected  during  the  prevalence  of  fevers  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. Blows  and  other  external  injuries  will,  in  most  cases,  show 
marks  and  contusions  upon  the  face. 

Convulsions  not  being  idiopathic,  no  fundamental  or  exact  law, 
in  forming  an  opinion  in  regard  to  prognosis,  can  be  given. 
Much  will  depend  *upon  the  intensity  of  the  cause,  and  the  prob- 
able success  of  the  physician  in  removing  it.  It  will  be  borne  in 
mind,  that  at  times  hereditary  influence  is  transmitted  to  the 
child,  which  the  best  of  skill  will  hardly  be  able  to  overcome. 
Two  instances  of  this  character  recently  came  under  my  notice ; 
one  in  which  the  mother  had  been,  and  was  still  suffering  from 
repeated  attacks  of  epilepsy ;  and  another  in  which  the  mother, 
during  utero-gestation,  cared  for  a  brother  subject  to  convulsions. 
In  this  latter  case,  the  child  was  almost  daily  attacked  with 
spasms  from  birth,  and  died  during  a  convulsion  so  persistent 
that  chloroform  seemed  to  be  of  little  avail. 
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on  a  e  to  be  regarded  as  more  dangerous  than  those  of  a  con- 
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sions  and  surgical  injuries  must  receive  treatment  according  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injury.  Irritating  ingesta  may  be 
removed  by  emetics  or  cathartics,  or  by  both. 

There  are  cases  in  which  the  methods  I  have  suggested  as  con- 
tinued treatment  would  be  productive  of  immediate  relief.  For 
instance,  the  emetic  in  overloaded  stomachs,  or  the  cathartic  or 
enema  in  constipation.  Lancing  the  gums  during  dentition  is 
sometimes  very  prompt  in  its  good  effects. 

Again,  these  means  cannot  be  used  indiscriminately.  It  would 
be  foolish,  if  not  false,  to  use  an  emetic  in  congestion  of  the  brain, 
or  a  cathartic  in  violent  enteritis.  It  would  be  useless  to  treat 
an  irritation  of  the  bladder  with  diuretics  and  cathartics,  when 
really  the  exciting  cause  is  vermin  in  the  rectum.  This  occasion- 
ally happens  in  the  male  child. 

In  all  cases  be  prepared  with  immediate  medication,  with  the 
comp.  tr.  lobelia  and  capsicum,  with  chloroform  for  inhalation, 
or  with  chloroform  and  lavender  co.  for  internal  use.  Then 
will  the  terror  of  these  maladies  be  removed.  Chloroform  will 
often  answer  a  double  purpose.  It  will  not  only  relieve  the  spasm 
and  pain,  but  will  allow  renal  calculi  to  pass,  will  empty  the 
bladder  involuntarily,  or  admit  of  the  free  use  of  the  catheter. 
It  will  relieve  the  spasm  and  pain  of  the  bowels,  and  allow  faeces 
to  pass  an  inflamed  portion.  With  the  exercise  of  a  little  precau- 
tion, you  have  in  this  an  agent  potent  and  almost  harmless,  for 
but  little  danger  is  connected  with  its  careful  use.  For  children, 
I  use  it  for  inhalation,  in  the  proportion  of  two  parts  of  chloro- 
form, to  one  part  of  eau  de  cologne ;  for  internal  use,  one  part 
of  chloroform  to  seven  parts  of  co.  tr.  lavendulae.  Dose  one- 
half  to  one  teaspoonful  in  water. 


PRESCRIPTIONS  FROM  MY  NOTE  BOOK,  NO.  2. 

BY  O.  E.  NEWTON,  M.  D. 
Rheumatism. 

The  disease  known  as  rheumatism  has  been  written  and  rewrit- 
ten about  until  the  subject  has  been  apparently  exhausted,  and 
yet  there  is  great  variety  in  the  treatment  employed  for  its'  cure. 
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I  am  fully  pursuaded  that  in  almost  every  case  the  secretion 
from  the  kidneys  furnish  the  only  positive  information  which 
should  direct  the  practitioner.  A  thorough  and  chemical  test  should 
therefore  be  applied  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  urine,  before 
any  mode  of  treatment  is  adopted.  In  almost  every  case,  in  my 
opinion,  such  an  examination  will  lead  to  the  discovery,  that,  in 
consequence  of  a  defective  assimilation,  an  acid  condition  of  all 
the  secretions  is  present,  and  will  at  once  determine  the  proper 
remedies  to  be  used.  In  such  a  case  the  successful  treatment  will 
be  in  proportion  to  the  promptness  and  fulness  of  the  use  of  such 
alkalies  and  antacids  as  will  fully  neutralize  all  accumulated  acid 
that  the  system  may  contain,  and  the  alkaline  treatment  must  be 
continued  until  such  a  result  is  manifest  by  the  test  of  the  secre- 
tions. The  obliteration  of  the  acid  poisoning  having  been  effect- 
ed, the  subsequent  treatment  will  depend  upon  the  general 
condition  of  the  patient  i 

If  he  is  a  "  broken  down  subject,"  the  quinine  and  iron  treat- 
ment is  certainly  most  efficacious.  If  of  the  bilious  plethoric,  the 
free  depletion  by  cathartics,  diuretics,  and  diaphoretics  will  enter 
largely  into  the  most  practical  remedies  to  be  use^E 

If  there  be  any  arthritic  concentration,  the  patient  should  in  all 
instances  be  made  to  practice  motion  in  that  part  affected,  m  order 
to  prevent  any  adhering  of  the  surrounding  tissues.  It  matters 
not  how  much  inconvenience  and  pain  such  motion  produces,  it 
must  be  made  without  regard  to  the  special  wishes  or  feelings  of 
the  patient,  as  by  only  such  a  course  may  anchylosis  be  avoided. 
Many  lifedong  cripples  have  been  made  by  neglect'in  this  matter, 
when  local  friction  and  motion  would  have  prevented  such  an 
unfortunate  result. 


Induration  of  the  Inguinal  Glands  treated  successfully  tuiih  Potassa. 

Very  many  cases  of  enlarged  glands  in  the  groin,  the  result  of 
syphilis,  have  resisted  all  constitutional  treatment  as  well  as  the 
adjunct  use  of  tincture  of  iodine,  iodine  ointment,  leeches,  etc. 
In  such  cases  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  covering  the  swelling 
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with  adhesive  plaster,  leaving  an  opening  about  the  size  of  a  pea. 
At  that  point  I  have  applied  a  piece  of  caustic  potassa  the  size  of 
a  pea,  tightly  securing  it  with  adhesive  plaster.  At  the  end  of 
twelve  hours  I  remove  the  adhesive  plaster  and  apply  poultice  of 
slippery  elm  bark,  to  be  changed  three  or  four  times  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  continuing  it  until  the  eschar  is  sloughed  out ;  then  I 
keep  the  sore  running  by  the  use  of  Mayer's  ointment,  mild  zinc 
ointment  and  simple  cerate,  equal  parts  by  weight ;  the  application 
to  be  changed  twice  per  day. 

This  treatment  will  produce  free  suppuration,  which  in  course 
of  ten  to  twenty  days  produces  a  radical  reduction  of  all  the  en- 
largements and  induration,  causing  the  part  to  become  soft  and 
to  heal.  If  there  is  apprehension  that  there  may  be  a  syphilitic 
taint  in  the  system,  I  continue  the  use  of  an  alterative  course 
while  the  sloughing  is  going  on,  and  recommend  the  use  of  the 
same  for  a  period  afterwards,  as  my  judgment  may  dictate.  I 
have  very  often  had  hypertrophied  cases  where  there  seemed 
to  be  no  evidence  of  the  patient  having  previously  had  a  venereal 
taint,  which  cases  I  have  treated  in  the  same  way  with  the  same 
result. 


COUGH  SYRUP. 

Scillarum  Syrupi,  Oii. 
Senegae  Syr.,  Oi. 
Lobelias  Syr.,  §  viii. 
Opii  et  Camphorae  tinct,  §  xii. 
Syrupi  Simplici,  Oi. 
Xanthox.  Frax.  tinct,  §  viii. 
Two  teaspoonfuls  to  a  tablespoonful  every  two  hours,  when 
required  for  an  ordinary  cough  given  to  an  adult. 

INHALATION. 

While  I  do  not  place  that  confidence  that  some  specialists  have, 
in  the  use  of  medicated  vapor,  yet  I  have  seen  very  often  the 
usefulness  of  medicine  used  in  this  form  as  an  auxiliary,  especially 
in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  croup,  asthma,  and  many  deep- 
seated  laryngeal  affections. 
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After  using  medicine  in  this  form  for  some  time,  in  connection 
with  the  proper  internal  treatment,  I  certainly  would  not  wish  to 
withhold  my  recommendation,  that  every  general  practitioner 
should  hold  in  readiness  such  mechanical  appliances  for  all  such 
cases  as  would  daily  command  his  attention ;  the  application  is 
easily  made  and  generally  calculated  to  induce  more  confidence  in 
the  probability  of  a  favorable  result. 

ARGENTINE  WASH. 

]J.  Argenti  Xitratis,  cryst.,  3j. 
Aquapura,  =  j. 

Keep  in  a  bottle  carefully  covered  with  colored  paper.  For  top- 
ical application,  or  to  the  throat,  apply  the  solution  with  a 
probang,  once  or  twice  daily,  as  the  case  may  require. 

Valuable  in  sore  throat. 


CEPHALIC  SNUFF. 

Tl.  Sanguinaria3  pulv.,  5  ss. 

Nicotii,  pulv.,  (Macaboy  Snuff,)  3  i. 
Ulmus  Fulva\  pulv.,  5  ss. 
Sacchara?  Albae,  Si- 
Use  by  insufflation,  twice  per  day. 

PILLS  FOR  CHOREA. 

Ti .  Zinci  Yalerianatis,  3  i. 
Yaleriani  Offic.  ext.,  3  i. 
Make  into  sixty  pills. 

Give  one  pill  (4)  four  times  per  day,  before  eating  and  at  bed- 
time. 

I  have  cured  a  number  of  cases  of  chorea  with  this  prescrip- 
tion.   Keep  the  bowels  well  open. 

ANTACID  POWDERS. 

]J.  Acacia?  Gummi,  3  iv. 
Sod:e  Bi-Carb,  3  i. 
Or  half  size  as  follows  : 

]J.  Acacias  Gummi,  3  ii. 
Soda4  Bi-Carbonatis,  3  ss. 
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M.  Put  one  powder  to  a  tumblerful  of  water,  and  use  as  a 
common  drink  in  place  of  water. 

POWDER  FOR  VAGINAL  INJECTION. 

1$.  Querci  Albi,  pulv.,  I  iv. 
Hydrastis  Canadensis,  §  i. 

Divide  into  twelve  parts.     Add  to  each  powder : 

,  Aluminse  et  Potassae  Sulphat,  pulv.,  3  i- 
Acetatis  Plumbi,  3  ss. 
M.  Put  one  of  these  powders  to  a  quart  of  boiling  water,  steep 
well  and  strain,  then  use  as  an  injection  into  the  vagina  three 
times  a  day,  using'  first  a  little  milk  warm  water  with  the  syringe, 
to  be  used  as  a  wash  in  all  uterine  and  leucorrheal  discharges. 

[This  formula  is  not  approved  by  the  E.  M.  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York.— Ed.] 

EMMENAGOGUE  PILLS. 

I£.  Aloetis  pulv.,  ) 

Myrrh,     "  V  aa.  3  i. 

Ferri  Sulphatis  pulv.,  ) 
Sabinae  Olei,  3  i. 

Make  into  sixty  pills. 

Dose  :  One  every  four,  five,  or  six  hours. 

Employed  in  cases  requiring  a  stimulating  emmenagogue. 

DYSPEPTIC  POWDERS. 

^.  Prinos  Vert  Crude,  (blk.  Alder.,)  §  iii. 
Hydrastis  Canadensis,  )    a  ,  • 
Cinnamomi  pulv.,  j 
M.  Divide  into  twelve  parts. 

Put  one  powder  to  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  steep  well  and  strain, 
and  use  as  a  common  drink  in  place  of  water. 

This  is  a  very  common  prescription  in  cases  where  there  is  an 
atonic  state  of  the  stomach. 

TONIC  PILLS. 

1^.  Quinioe  Sulphatis. 

Ferri  Phos.  aa.  grs.  xxx. 
Make  into  pills  of  two  grains  each,  and  give  one  pill  three 
times  per  day  ordinarily. 
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PIIOSPIIOKUS  AS  A  REMEDIAL  AGENT. 

BY  HELEN  A.  GOODSPEED,  M.  D. 

Since  the  discovery  of  Phosphorus  in  1669  by  Brandt,  an 
alchemist  of  Hamburg,  while  attempting  to  discover  in  putrid 
urine  something  capable  of  converting  silver  into  gold,  it  has, 
until  recently,  been  little  used  medicinally ;  but  recent  investiga- 
tions and  experiments  have  most  fully  developed  its  power  and 
efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  diseases. 

Like  all  new  remedies  of  any  merit,  its  valuable  properties  have 
been  probably  overrated  by  some  of  its  more  zealous  advocates. 
Phosphorus,  nevertheless,  possesses  great  power  and  is  capable  of 
producing  serious  results  when  carelessly  or  empirically  administer- 
ed. In  certain  diseases  that  are  not  amenable  to  other  remedies,  it 
will  prove  curative ;  and  so  important  are  its  relations  to  the  human 
economy  that  life  could  not  be  supported  one  moment  without  its 
presence.  It  is  found  as  a  constituent  of  the  bones,  nerves,  brain 
and  hair.  Cerebric  acid  contains  nitrogen  and  phosphorus,  and  is 
the  peculiar  component  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system.  By  the 
combustion  and  changes  of  ox}^dation  in  the  brain,  the  phosphorus 
of  cerebric  acid  is  converted  into  phosphoric  acid.  Thus  every 
act  of  the  brain  produces  phosphoric  acid,  as  the  result  of  use  and 
waste  of  material. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  phosphoric  element  of  the  cerebric 
acid  is  consumed,  will  clearly  be  seen  in  that  highly  active  and 
excitable  state  of  the  nervous  system  which  is  so  peculiar  to  con- 
sumption. How  necessary,  therefore,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
brain  from  destruction,  to  meet  this  demand  for  phosphorus  by 
introducing  it  anew  into  the  system. 

But  great  care  is  necessary  in  its  administration.  In  over-doses 
it  is  a  powerful  irritant  poison,  and  when  taken  in  solid  substance 
causes  irritation  of  the  alimentary  canal,  inflammation  of  the 
urinary  system,  muscular  cramps,  headaches,  giddiness,  and  death  ; 
and  in  the  pregnant  female,  abortion.  Mulder  regards  the  fibrine 
of  the  blood  as  the  oxygen-carrier,  and  supposes  that  by  this  oxyda- 
tion  it  becomes  converted  into  the  binoxyde  and  tritoxyde  of  pro- 
teine  ;  its  phosphorus  and  sulphur,  for  it  contains  both,  being  con- 
verted into  phosphoric  and  sulphuric  acid.    The  necessity  will  be 
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seen  for  its  introduction  either  by  food  or  medicinally,  as  the  way  to 
supply  the  fibrine  with  materials  to  destroy  its  surplus  of  oxygen. 
Chemically  considered,  its  affinity  for  oxygen  is  greater  and  more 
active  than  that  of  any  other  known  substance  that  forms  a  com- 
ponent part  of  organized  bodies,  and  its  presence  in  every  part  of 
the  human  economy  indicates  its  importance. 

There  cannot  be  a  healthful  growth  where  a  larger  quantity  of 
phosphates  are  excreted  by  the  kidneys  than  normal,  and  the  hu- 
man organism,  exhausted  by  the  constant  drainage  of  its  phosphates, 
becomes  emaciated.  There  is  coldness  of  extremities,  destruction  of 
blood-cells,  and  a  complete  exhaustion  of  all  the  forces  of  the 
economy.  Such  cases  frequently  end  in  diabetes,  and  not  a  few 
in  Bright's  disease  or  albuminuria. 

The  development  of  new  tissue  is  the  result  of  the  dynamic 
force  of  phosphorus.  The  exudation  that  forms  the  basement  of  all 
new  structures  is  particularly  rich  in  phosphates.  The  increase 
of  phosphorus  in  the  nutritive  fluids  of  parts  undergoing  the 
reparative  process  is  very  striking,  and  attention  has  not  been 
enough  paid  to  the  fact. 

The  process  of  combustion  and  elimination  of  force  thereby  is 
and  must  be  the  whole  foundation  of  our  science  of  cure. 

As  an  element,  like  oxygen,  it  is  typical  of  life.  Its  components 
are  ever  on  the  change,  seeking  new  relations,  and  involving  new 
dynamics.  Its  highest  combinations  with  oxygen  are  allotropic 
and  formative,  while  its  relations  with  other  elements  are  dis- 
tinctive or  catalytic.  This  lack  in  the  system  gives  rise  to 
marked  symptoms.  First  of  all,  there  is  usually  a  feeling  of  exhaus- 
tion so  peculiar  that  the  patient  cannot  account  for  the  mental 
and  physical  exhaustion  that  creeps  over  him  so  sinuously. 
Then  the  muscles  gradually  grow  tender  and  sore. 

The  nervous  system  becomes  gradually  irritable,  and  the  sensi- 
bilities become  more  and  more  acute.  After  a  while  the  senses  are 
inclined  to  become  blunted  as  the  change  goes  on.  The  temper 
soon  changes.  The  patient  becomes  morose,  irritable,  looses  his 
appetite  in  a  measure,  secretions  are  variable,  does  not  awake  re- 
freshed from  his  sleep,  awakes  confused  and  always  tired,  and, 
in  fact,  to  all  appearances  is  a  lazy,  indolent  person.  In  time 
memory  grows  treacherous  and  is  gradually  blotted  out,  and  the 
mind  partakes  of  this  growing  feebleness. 
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Usually  some  one  organ  receives  the  shock  and  marks  the 
character  of  the  disease.  Frequently  the  stomach  is  the  organ  to 
take  the  brunt  of  the  shock,  thereby  causing  a  case  of  irritative 
dyspepsia,  and  more  or  less  frequently  accompanied  by  the  pres- 
ence of  oxalate  of  lime  in  large  quantities  in  the  urine.  But  a 
more  formidable  state  may  arise  in  which  grape  sugar  in  the  urine 
is  passed  m  vast  quantities  with  the  urine. 

In  all  cases  where  there  is  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus,  there  are 
two  striking  features-cold  extremities  and  sensitive  nervous 
centres.  Among  the  many  local  phenomena  may  be  mentioned 
profuse  secretion  from  mucous  membranes,  passive  engorgement 
of  organs,  functional  disturbances  of  the  heart,  arteries  and 
stomach. 

Locomotor  ataxia,  ramollissemcnt  of  the  brain,  insanity  and 
many  other  concurrent  phenomena  owe  their  origin  to  the  loss  of 
phosphorus  in  the  system,  there  is  no  doubt;  for  in  every  low  en- 
feebled condition  of  the  nervous  system,  where  the  symptoms  indi- 
cate a  lack  of  tins  constituent,  given  in  small  doses,  it  fulfils  an 
indication  not  met  with  in  any  other  remedy,  restoring  complete- 
ly to  the  system  its  lost  balance  and  building  up  the  patient 
promptly  and  efficiently.  For  the  last  ten  months  I  have  been 
using  ,t  m  psoriasis  with  marked  success,  and  in  cases  where  they 
would  not  yield  to  any  other  remedy. 

How  it  acts  on  the  organism,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  but 
think  that  there  being  a  deficiency  of  phosphorus,  the  eapfflary 
c.rculation  is  enfeebled,  causing  this  cutaneous  eruption 

Phosphorus  is  a  semi- transparent  solid,  is  flexible,  and  has  a 
waxy  taste.  I  prefer  Hayden's  phosphorus  pills  to  any  of  the 
preparations  in  use ;  the  phosphorus  appears  to  be  more  easily  as- 
snnilatcd.  As  this  agent  is  a  great  retarder  of  nutrition,  it  must 
be  well  borne  in  mind  and  given  in  minute  doses  gradual! v  in- 
creased; and  as  soon  as  the  slightest  change  is  perceptible  for  the 
worse  it  should  be  discontinued  for  several  days  and  then  com- 
menced again  in  smaller  doses.  It  requires  great  persistence  in 
its  administration,  and  must  be  given  regularly 

I  wish  that  others  would  express  their  judgment  in  regard  to 
this  a>'ont.  c  0 
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FASHIONABLE  CRIME  AND  MURDER. 

BY  A.   WILDER,  M.  D. 

For  several  weeks  the  public  have  been  horrified  at  the  disclosures 
made,  relating  to  the  prevalence  of  the  crime  of  pre-natal  infanticide. 
The  accidental  discovery  at  the  Hudson  River  Railroad  depot  of 
the  corpse  of  the  unfortunate  Alice  A.  Bowlsby,  thrust  into  a  trunk 
before  life  had  departed,  led  to  a  series  of  inquiries,  which  finally, 
through  the  agency  of  the  public  journals,  led  to  the  detection  of  the 
person  guilty  of  producing  an  abortion  upon  her  person,  and 
thereby  of  her  untimely  death.  The  investigations  attending  this 
discovery  revealed  the  fact  of  like  operations  by  the  same 
culprit,  attended  with  similar  mortality  ;  and  simultaneously,  other 
individuals  pursuing  the  same  diabolical  vocation  were  detected  in 
crime  equally  deadly  in  its  results. 

Yet  the  fate  of  but  comparatively  few  of  the  women  perishing 
by  abortion  is  ever  revealed ;  and  the  proportion  of  those  who 
perish  is  but  small,  in  consideration  of  the  number  escaping 
immediate  death,  to  perish  by  inches,  to  drag  out  years 
of  miserable  existence  from  the  effects  of  such  operations. 
If  medical  men,  now  obligated  to  secrecy,  should  tell  what  they 
know  or  ought  to  know,  there  would  be  an  array  of  victims  of  this 
crime,  suffering  from  one  or  another  "  female  complaint,"  but  actual- 
ly caused  by  induced  miscarriage.  Yet  those  that  are  catalogued 
as  sufferers  are  probably  but  few  compared  with  those  that  escaped 
with  supposed  impunity.  In  many  a  household  are  instruments, 
tubes  and  hooked  wires,  which  the  head  of  the  family  keeps  to 
destroy  the  embryos  within  her  own  body ;  while  others  with 
greater  temerity  employ  simpler  means,  for  the  same  purpose.  So 
thoroughly  is  society  demoralized  and  made  wicked  and  depraved, 
that  a  family  loses  caste  if  containing  numerous  children ;  while  the 
children  of  Herod  who  remorselessly  destroy  their  offspring  pre- 
natally,  or  prevent  conception,  are  regarded  with  favor. 

Religion  interposes  no  obstacle ;  the  hapless  Alice  Bowlsby 
was  a  church  member  and  the  teacher  of  a  class  in  a  Sunday  School, 
no  worse,  and  probably  far  better  than  others  who  gloat  over  her 
fault  and  its  cruel  result.  Our  social  amenities  are  as  nothing  ;  the 
rich  and  poor  alike  destroy  their  offspring.     The  negroes  of  the 
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Southern  States,  before  the  war,  did  it,  and  the  fashionable  women 
of  our  cities,  married  and  unmarried  alike,  do  it.  The  eye  of  the 
mother  is  evil  toward  the  child  of  her  womb  ;  and  the  deprecates 
maternity  as  a  burden  to  be  shirked  and  cast  aside.  A  Hebrew 
prophet  once  imprecated  the  women  of  a  people  :  M  Give  them  mis- 
carrying wombs  and  dry  breasts."  A  woman  of  the  nineteenth 
century  would  adopt  the  language  of  that  curse  as  her  most  ear- 
nest prayer. 

We  do  not  exclude  the  men,  the  fathers  of  our  time,  from  the 
censure;  men  are  seldom  better  than  women,  and  indeed  often 
impel  women  to  wrong-doing.  If  men  becoming  husbands,  really 
loved  their  wives,  they  would  instinctively  and  intuitively  desire 
offspring  by  them.  A  true  man  always  desires  that  the  woman 
whom  he  loves  shall  be  a  mother;  and  a  true  woman,  so  beloved,  is 
willing  and  eager  to  become  what  he  wills. 

But  our  religious  notions  are  saturated  with  the  leaven  of  hypo- 
crisy ;  we  scorn  the  unmarried  woman  whom  love  or  weakness  has 
rendered  a  mother,  and  withhold  sympathy  and  respect  from  the 
married  woman  of  frequent  maternities.  The  fruit  which  we  are 
reaping  is  more  bitter  than  the  fabled  apples  of  Sodom  ;  like  Milton's 
fallen  angels,  we  are  equally  seeking  to  eat  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of 
knowledge,  and  are  chewing  dust  and  bitter  ashes.  Connubial  love  is 
dying  out,  and  homes  are  ceasing  to  exist.  Selfishness  underlies  our 
social  life,  and  stimulates  us  to  crime  at  every  turn. 

It  is  almost  idle,  so  fearfully  low  is  the  tone  of  moral  sentiment, 
to  deprecate  pre-natal  infanticide  as  a  crime.  It  is  increasing  upon 
us,  and  will  continue  to  increase,  though  we  multiply  our  Alice 
Bowlsbys  on  every  street  and  highway.  As  long  as  men  are  mas- 
culine and  women  feminine,  the  law  of  nature  and  every  affection  a  1 
impulse  will  bring  them  to  seek  the  society  of  each  other.  Alliances, 
whether  conjugal  and  sanctioned  by  law  and  custom,  or  otherwise, 
will  take  place.  We  have  other  facts  to  deal  with,  audit  is  folly  to 
beat  around  the  bush. 

How  can  we  preserve  society  from  this  crime?  If  a  return  to 
primitive  simplicity  was  practicable,  we  might  advise  it.  Innocence 
of  motive  would  not  then  be  confounded  by  our  Pharisees  with 
lascivious  intent.  But  we  cannot,  at  least  for  along  period,  so  return  ; 
ami  the  remedy,  such  as  it  can  be,  should  be  immediate.  Lesser 
evils  must  be  tolerated,  as  medicines  are  used  to  obviate  greater 
mischiefs.    If  maternity  is  not  revered  as  holy,  it  should  at  least  be 
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made  less  unkonored.  Society,  whick  maintains  paupers  and 
criminals,  and  renders  benefactions  to  tke  impoverisked  and  unfor- 
tunate, must  do  sometking  kindly  for  unfortunate  motkers.  Tke 
rights  of  their  children  to  life,  and  the  enjoyments  of  life,  are  as  good 
as  those  of  the  more  favored.  It  is  inhuman,  it  is  infernal,  to  make 
such  carry  about  with  them  a  reproach.  Let  there  be  hospitals  and 
asylums  established  for  pregnant  women,  giving  the  inmates  all  the 
privacy  which  their  peculiar  circumstances  may  demand.  If  they 
choose  not  to  rear  their  own  offspring,  nurses  and  foster-mothers 
should  be  procured  who  will.  Probably  if  those  who  are  stigmatized 
as  "  fallen  "  could  have  encouragement,  few  would  care  to  abandon 
their  own  children ;  but  at  any  rate,  disgrace  should  be  warded  off 
from  mothers,  and  justice  meted  out  to  their  guiltless  little  ones. 
The  establishment  of  such  institutions  will  be  a  long  step  taken  in 
the  right  direction. 

Continuation  in  the  present  course  is  sure  to  lead  to  utter  ruin. 
Already  in  New  York  the  proportion  of  still  births  to  the  others  is 
frightful,  and  other  cities  are  no  better ;  country  neighborhoods  are 
doing  their  part  also.  Neither  the  Hindoo  mother  nor  the  "  Heathen 
Chinee"  drowning  or  smothering  supernumerary  children  like  puppies 
or  kittens  is  a  whit  behind  our  Christian  parent.  Each  alike  regards 
infanticide  as  not  a  crime  ;  yet  how  can  we  hang  murderers  of 
adults,  .while  conniving  at  the  pre-natal  massacre  of  children? 
Herod  and  Kansa  ought  to  be  canonized  for  our  veneration,  with 
such  a  public  sentiment.  But  let  those  overtaken  in  a  fault  be 
restored  in  a  kindly  spirit,  considering  that  we  also  may  be  tempted  ; 
let  the  ban  of  society  be  taken  off  the  woman  who  has  chanced 
to  step  beyond  its  provisions,  and  every  encouragement  given  to  the 
preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  unoffending.  The  offence  of  one 
who  loves  is  far  less  culpable  than  that  of  society  when  it  places  a 
stigma  upon  her.  Let  her  child  be  made  welcome  to  life,  and  not 
laden  with  opprobrium  that  will  make  that  life  a  burden.  The  odium 
cast  on  sexual  aberration  is  the  great  cause  of  prenatal  infanticide 
among  the  unmarried,  as  selfishness  is  among  the  married.  Abortion 
will  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  avoid  disgrace.  When  each  of  us  shall 
have  extricated  the  beam  out  from  his  own  eye,  he  will  be  able  to 
see  more  clearly  how  to  treat  the  eyes  of  others  who  may  seem  to  be 
alike  implicated.  We  conclude  with  the  words  of  Jesus : 
"  Neither  do  I  condemn  thee." 
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PERISCOPE. 

4. — The  Electrolytic  Treatment  of  Hydatid  Tumors  of  the  Liver. 
[Lancet,  November  19,  1870.] 

Drs.  Fngge  and  Durham,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical 
Chirurgical  Society,  presented  a  paper  on  this  subject,  based  upon 
eight  cases  of  hydatid  disease  of  the  liver  successfully  treated  by 
electrolysis.  The  authors  believe  that  this  method  of  treatment 
has  not  hitherto  been  adopted  in  any  other  case  of  the  same 
nature  in  the  human  subject. 

The  operation  was  performed  in  the  manner  recommended  by 
Dr.  Althaus  in  his  treatise  "On  the  Electrolytic  Treatment  of 
Tumors."  In  each  case  two  needles  were  passed  into  the  tumor, 
and  were  connected  with  the  negative  pole  of  a  modified  Darnell's 
battery  of  ten  cells.  The  positive  pole,  terminating  in  a  moisten- 
ed sponge,  was  placed  upon  the  surface  of  the  abdomen.  The 
current  was  allowed  to  pass  for  a  period  varying  from  ten  to 
twenty  minutes  in  different  cases.  The  needles  were  then  with- 
drawn. A  little  clear  fluid  in  some  cases  appeared  at  the  seat  of 
the  punctures. 

No  preliminary  tapping  nor  exploratory  puncture  was  made  in 
•any  case.  The  diagnosis  rested  on  the  facts  that  the  patient  had  a 
rounded,  elastic  tumor  projecting  from  the  liver,  and  that  this 
was  cystic,  as  proved  by  the  needles  rubbing  freely  against  one 
another  in  its  interior,  although  introduced  an  inch  or  two 
apart 

The  operation  was  followed  in  most  cases  by  rapid  diminution 
of  the  tumor,  which  even  shortly  after  the  operation  became  soft 
and  flaccid.  At  the  same  time,  in  some  cases,  fluctuation  became 
perceptible  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  The  authors  be- 
lieve that  some  of  the  hydatid  fluid  probably  escaped  through  the 
punctures  made  by  the  needles,  having  been  possibly  forced  out 
by  the  accumulation  of  hydrogen  gas  in  the  interior  of  the  cyst. 
The  success  of  the  operation  would  thus  appear  to  depend,  not 
on  the  direct  action  of  the  electric  current,  but  on  its  effecting,  as 
it  were,  a  kind  of  subcutaneous  tapping  ;  and  they  suggest  that 
simple  acupuncture  might  possibly  be  followed  by  equally  suc- 
cessful results. 

Slight  febrile  symptoms,  and  more  or  less  pain,  in  most  cases 
followed  the  operation  :  these  symptoms,  however,  rarelv  lasted 
more  than  three  or  four  days.  In  one  instance  they  were  entirely 
D33at     In  most  cases  the  patients  were  able  to  get  about  in  a 
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few  days,  and  some  of  them  were  discharged  from  the  hospital  at 
the  end  of  two  or  three  weeks.  Even  at  this  early  period  the 
tumor  had  already,  in  some  cases,  very  manifestly  decreased  in 
size  ;  and,  as  a  rule,  this  decrease,  when  once  it  had  fairly  com- 
menced, steadily  progressed.  After  the  lapse  of  six  months  or  a 
year,  when  each  patient  returned  for  examination,  no  trace  of  the 
disease  remained ;  or,  at  most,  there  was  only  some  ill-defined 
fulness  of  the  epigastrium. 

In  one  case  only  the  result  still  remained  doubtful.  In  the  re- 
maining seven  cases  the  favorable  issue  above  described  had  al- 
ready taken  place.  All  the  patients  were  in  perfect  health.  In 
each  of  them  the  tumor  had  been  large,  and  in  at  least  one  instance 
it  had  reached  quite  unusual  dimensions.  In  three  cases  more  than 
one  cyst  existed,  and  each  cyst  had  then  to  be  electrolyzed  separately. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  paper  the  results  of  electrolysis  are  compared 
with  those  of  simple  tapping — the  operation  which  has  hitherto 
been  most  successful  in  the  cure  of  hydatid  diseases  of  the  liver. 
The  authors  claim  for  electrolysis  that  it  rivals  simple  tapping  in  be- 
ing unattended  by  immediate  danger  to  the  life  of  the  patient, 
and  that  it  is  to  be  preferred  inasmuch  as  (according  to  their  ex- 
perience up  to  the  present  time)  it  involves  no  danger  of  sup- 
puration within  the  cyst,  and  consequent  risk  and  suffering — re- 
sults which  often  follow  simple  tapping. 


The  Formation  of  Urea. 

The  methods  thus  far  adopted  (by  Prevost  and  Dumas,  Op- 
pler,  Perls,  Zaltsky,  and  Grehaut),  to  prove  or  disprove  the  part 
taken  by  the  kidneys  in  the  formation  of  urea,  are  based  princi- 
pally upon  the  examination  of  the  blood  of  the  renal  vessels  pass- 
ing to  or  from  the  kidneys,  or  that  of  the  general  system,  with 
a  view  to  its  changeable  proportion  of  the  urea  with  retained  or  ex- 
tirpated kidneys,  or  with  extirpation  of  the  kidneys  with  ligation  of 
the  ureters.  The  uncertainty  of  all  the  modes  of  fixing  the  amount 
of  urea  in  the  blood  induced  Dr.  Eosenstein  to  adopt  a  new 
method  for  the  purpose."  He  compared  the  amount  of  urea  in  the 
urine  of  dogs,  with  the  same  food,  after  the  retention  of  both  kid- 
neys, and  the  extirpation  of  one.  The  result  was,  that  where  one 
kidney  only  was  left,  the  same  amount,  and  generally  even  more 
urea  was  secreted,  than  where  both  were  retained.  As  long  as 
this  result  was  obtained  only  some  time  after  the  extirpation  of 
the  single  kidney,  it  was  convincing,  because  in  the  mean  while 
the  remaining  kidney  was  decidedly  enlarged,  and  an  augmented 
compensatory  function  through  an  increase  of  tissue  or  of  secretory 
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elements  might  be  assumed.  Meanwhile  Dr.  Roscnstein  obtained 
the  same  result  in  one  animal  which  before  the  operation  had  been 
put  on  full  diet,  and  whose  desire  for  food  was  by  no  means  dim, 
inished  by  the  operation.  In  this  case  the  elimination  of  the  urea, 
in  both  the  days  following  the  operation,  was  the  same  as  before- 
when  both  kidneys  were  present.  Since  in  these  two  days  no  no- 
ticeable increase  of  size  took  place  in  the  remaining  kidney,  it 
certainly  follows  that  the  kidneys  do  not  take  part  in  the  for- 
mation of  urea, —  Cetdralhlatt  Medlzinscher  Wissenschaften,  No.  2371. 
— N.  Y.  Med.  Journal. 


The  Functions  of  the  Spleen. 

Prof.  Mosler,  of  Greifswald  {Centralblatt  Med.  Wiss.,  No.  xix., 
1871),  gives  the  following,  as  the  results  of  thirty  extirpations  of 
the  spleen  : 

1.  The  spleen  is  not  absolutely  needful  to  the  life  of  the 
animal. 

2.  After  extirpation,  as  well  as  after  artificial  atrophy  of  the 
spleen,  its  function  is  taken  up  by  the  remaining  lymphatic  or- 
gans. The  medulla  of  the  bones  appears  to  have  an  important  role 
to  perform  in  this  respect.  In  it,  some  time  after  extirpation  of 
the  spleen,  striking  changes  are  found,  like  those  attending  leuca3- 
mia  (Neumann).  Hyperplasia  of  the  lymphatic  glands  was  not 
observed. 

3.  The  vicarious  activity  of  these  glandular  organs,  which  seems 
to  be  dependent  upon  many  outside  relations,  is  not  always  com- 
plete in  animals  in  whom  the  spleen  has  been  extirpated,  for,  es- 
pecially in  the  first  months  after  the  extirpation  or  after  artificial 
atrophy  of  the  spleen,  the  blood  is  found  changed  in  its  compos- 
ition. From  this  there  is  to  be  deduced  an  immediate  influence 
of  the  spleen  in  the  preparation  of  the  blood,  and,  in  fact,  as  these 
experiments  go  to  show,  a  formation  of  white  corpuscles  as  well 
as  of  the  red. 

4.  Upon  gastric  and  pancreatic  digestion  the  spleen  exercises 
no  influence  whatever.  The  voracity  of  animals  deprived  of  the 
spleen,  which  has  been  adduced  as  proof  thereupon,  does  not  ex- 
ist as  a  constant  symptom. — Ibid. 


A  Test  for  Hysteria. 

The  }f>'dical  Press  and  Circular  directs  attention  to  a  French 
work  recently  issued  by  Dr.  Chairon,  entitled  ''Clinical  Studies 
on  Hysteria.'1    Dr.  Chairon'is  chief  medical  officer  to  the  Vesinet 
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asylum,  and  bases  his  opinions  on  an  experience  with  26,000  fe- 
male patients,  among  whom  were  a  great  many  cases  of  hysteria : 
He  says  he  has  ascertained  that  in  every  one  of  them  the  com- 
mencement of  the  affection  has  been  marked  by  a  special  sign — in- 
sensibility of  the  epiglottis.  The  determination  of  this  symptom, 
which  is  constantly  present,  is  very  simple.  It  is  sufficient  to  in- 
troduce gently  the  finger  into  the  mouth,  so  as  not  to  frighten  the 
patient,  and  place  it  on  the  base  of  the  tongue.  It  will  be  found 
that  the  epiglottis  may  be  touched,  displaced  and  scratched  with 
the  nail  without  producing  the  least  regurgitation.  When  this 
condition  exists  there  will  be  found  invariably  a  congestion  of  one 
or  both  ovaries,  usually  of  the  left. 


A  Simple  Method  for  removing  Cystic  Tumors  from  the  Eyelids. 
By  Prof.  J.  J.  Chisolm,  M.D.,  Baltimore. 

It  is  a  modification  in  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  that  I  have 
found  so  effective  in  the  treatment  of  sebaceous  cysts  of  the  lid, 
and  which  has  enabled  me  to  discard  for  many  years  the  tedious, 
painful  and  sometimes  dangerous  cutting  out  of  such  tumors.  If 
the  tumor  be  a  sebaceous  cyst,  located  between  the  upper  portion 
of  the  tarsal  cartilage  and  the  skin,  a  Desmarre's  ring  forceps  is 
used  as  a  clamp  upon  the  lid,  to  shield  the  ball  of  the  eye  from 
injury,  to  fix  the  tumor,  and  prevent  annoying  oozing  of  the  blood. 
Under  this  ring-pressure  a  small  opening  is  made  into  the  cyst, 
through  which  its  contents  are  squeezed  out.  The  end  of  a  small 
silver  probe,  dipped  in  nitric  acid,  is  then  passed  into  the  cavity, 
is  made  to  pass  over  the  epithelial  lining  surface,  and  is  with- 
drawn. Usually  in  its  passage  into  the  cavity  of  the  tumor,  it 
cauterizes  sufficiently  the  lips  of  the  incision  to  prevent  any  oozing 
of  blood  when  the  clamp  forceps  is  removed.  When  the  cyst  is 
formed  by  the  closure  of  a  Meibomian  duct,  the  better  plan  is  to 
evert  the  lid  and  make  the  puncture  from  the  conjunctival  sur- 
face, the  caustic  being  applied  as  directed.  The  advantage  gained 
by  this  modification  is  in  the  more  certain,  thorough,  and  yet 
restricted  application  of  the  caustic,  confining  its  cauterizing 
influences  only  to  those  portions  in  which  action  is  desired.  The 
results  are  in  every  case  satisfactory.  No  after-treatment  is 
needed. — Baltimore  Med.  Journal,  p.  261. 


ce  in  the  Rectum  in  Retentions  of  Urine. 

Dr.  Cazenave,  of  Bordeaux  {Jour,  de  Med.  et  de  Chir.,  May, 
1871),  says,  that  during  twenty  years  the  following  simple  expe- 
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dient  has  never  failed  in  giving  relief  in  retention  of  urine  He 
introduces  into  the  rectum  a  piece  of  ice  of  the  form  of  an  elonea- 
ted  oval,  and  about  the  size  of  a  chesnut,  which  he  pnsl.es  up  be- 
yond  the  sphincters,  and  renews  every  two  hours.  Almost  always 
in  an  hour  and  a  hal  or  two  hours  at  longest,  urethral  spasm 

SJS",  T?,ty  °/  Urine  is  Pa8aed  and  the  Wad^  is 
emptied  without  ertort  by  the  patient.    If  in  rare  and  exceptional 

mTth^™  '  °CS  n0t,  ^  ^ilC6'  ,hG  |nt">*icea  *g™  Pieces'  of  ice 
„  f  %  U"l!  a"d  a,S0,P  aces  broken  ice  fro™  the  anus  up  to 

Wh«  ?  W>  Tl1  tllG  ??ne  flows'  which  Jt  does. 
"When  there  is  difficulty  m  making  water  occasioned  by  prostatic 
hypertrophy  the  good  effects  of  the  ice  arc  rather  tan^Kj! 
log  on,  but  almost  always  are  produced.  In  short,  in  these  cir- 
Xt  T^SJStt\T  Urei  f,fr?blic  hypertrophies  the  sedative 

T,1  marked,J *a,lks  t0  the  effccts  of  Aw     that  the 
deduction  of  bougies  and  sounds  into  the  bladder  and  urethra 
is  always  rendered  easy  to  practised  surgeons,  and  hardly  any 

shtemen  Chr°'li0,e  *"  ^  We  me"tioned  Dr  b2i£2 

chlo S  w'C?  ^  rcC<"TO  luraluable  in  the  narcosis  of 
chloioform.  We  have  now  to  add  that  the  same  mode  of  using 
the  same  agent  has  been  reported  on  for  retention.  g 

•  Wounds  at  the  Recent  Riot  in  New  York. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Inquirer  of  this  citv  savs  •  In  i«p 
recent  not,  though  the  police  are  reported  to  have7  used  the  r 
clubs  with  great  force  and  effect,  the  number  of  b?o  en  heads 
former1        aS  C0,i  Pa?d  5th  1863-    The  cbief       almost  onfy8 

Se  wiffiXw7      M-"lnie  balL    This  seems  t0  h^e  been 
usea  with  remarkable  precision. 

The  wounds  closely  resembled  those  seen  on  the  battle-field 
when  the  contending  armies  are  at  close  quarters.    They  went 
dean  through  everything  of  the  consistency  of  ficsh  a,  dYone 
In  many  instances  they  passed  through  both  thighs  (Vactu  int 
he  bones  with  many  fragments.    Of  the  total  numDofCH 

PVrts  ofCtrhfing,t0  n0t,'Ce  &\  S°  W6re  rounds  i„  ffi 

aits  of  the  body,  as  the  thighs,  hips  and  legs.    This  shows  that 

wound  directly  in  the  centre  of  the  heart  In  anott g  hero was 
no  wound  whatever  apparent,  but  on  examining  the  back  of  he 
head  carefully  a  wound  of  exit  was  found,  the  toll  having  cntc  d 
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the  open  mouth.  A  man  looking  sideways  was  struck  on  the  tip 
of  the  chin.  The  ball  shattered  his  lower  jaw,  penetrated  his 
neck  and  escaped  from  his  back.  He  lived  several  days.  A  boy 
was  shot  in  the  left  hand  and  right  shoulder,  evidently  by  one 
ball.  The  explanation  which  he  gave  was,  that  he  had  his  hand 
on  his  shoulder  at  the  moment. 

A  man,  escaping  into  a  cellar,  in  a  stooping  posture,  was 
wounded  in  front  (as  he  supposed),  on  the  right  side,  the  ball 
passing  downward  apparently,  fracturing  the  bones  of  the  hip, 
and  lodging  in  the  thigh  ;  on  careful  search  it  could  not  be  found. 
After  death  a  wound  of  entrance  was  found  on  the  posterior  part 
of  the  hip,  of  which  the  patient  seems  to  have  been  ignorant. 
The  ball  had  passed  from  behind  forward,  while  he  was  stooping, 
and  emerged  from  the  abdomen. 

The  wounds  of  the  late  riot  were  very  fatal — even  the  most 
trivial  finally  proved  fatal.  The  hot  season  was  doubtless  unfav- 
orable, but  there  seemed  to  be  an  inherent  fatality  about  these 
wounds.  Many  of  the  simpler  kinds  became  gangrenous,  and 
others  proved  mortal  by  the  absorption  into  the  system  of  poison- 
ous matters. 


Atrocities  of  the  Commune  in  a  Medico- Psychological  Aspect. 

In  view  of  the  prevailing  disposition  to  attribute  crime  to  other 
than  moral  causes,  it  is  by  no  means  surprising  that  medical 
philosophers  should  seek  to  explain  the  atrocities  of  the  Paris 
Commune  by  ascribing  them  to  physical  or  cerebro-physical  in- 
fluences. Keferring  to  this  topic,  a  French  writer  in  the  Gazette 
Hebdomadaire  remarks  that  "all  who  speak  or  write  of  the  events 
of  Paris  from  the  18th  of  March  to  the  28th  of  May,  employ  such 
terms  as  moral  malady,  mental  aberration,  dementia,  convulsions, 
epilepsy,  alcoholism,  delirium,  frenzy,  rage,  furious  madness,  mono- 
mania," etc.  The  London  Times  speaks  of  delirium  tremens,  and 
the  Germans  of  ike  morbus  democraticus.  These  expressions,  bor- 
rowed from  the  medical  vocabulary,  are  on  all  lips,  and  at  the  end 
of  all  pens  ;  and  it  is  notable  that  they  are  mostly  used  in  a  literal 
sense  rather  than  figuratively.  In  fact,  the  deeds  of  the  Com- 
mune, especially  the  last  ones,  are  so  extraordinary,  so  monstrous, 
so  far  in  excess  of  anything  that  ever  preceded  them,  that  they 
appear  to  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  sound  reason,  and  into  the 
domain  of  maniacal  fury.  In  a  professional,  still  more  than  a 
popular  view,  these  events  seem  like  a  vast  exhibition  of  collec- 
tive madness — like  the  confused  explosion  of  an  outbreak  of  epi- 
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demic  insanity.  The  mind  naturally  refers  to  the  great  mental 
aberrations  of  the  Middle  Ages,  which  burst  forth  upon  the  entire 
population,  everywhere  spreading  terror,  desolation,  murder,  and 
incendiarism.  We  are  also  made  to  think  of  the  transports  of 
savage  fury  which  are  provoked  by  epilepsy  and  alcoholism,  and 
which  can  only  be  appeased  by  blood,  carnage,  and  destruction. 

"Alcoholism!  Ah,  that  is  one  of  the  direst  social  maladies  of 
the  present  time.  Who  can  describe  the  extensive  role  performed 
in  our  early  disasters,  and  afterwards  in  our  civil  discords,  by  the 
abuse  of  alcohol,  that  redoubtable  poison  which  dethrones  the 
reason,  destroys  the  conscience,  extinguishes  the  noble  sentiments, 
stimulates  the  evil  instincts,  and  converts  man  into  an  ignoble 
brute  or  a  beast !  We  have  not  forgotten  the  severe  orders  by 
which  the  unfortunate  General  Thomas,  during  the  siege,  scourged 
the  shameful  and  obscene  debaucheries,  the  drunkenness,  the  want 
of  discipline,  and  the  cowardly  desertion,  to  which  certain  battal- 
ions of  the  national  guard  abandoned  themselves  in  the  trenches, 
in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy.  It  is  also  notorious  that  intoxica- 
tion was  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  employed  by  the  Com- 
mune to  inflame  the  zeal  of  its  adepts,  to  excite  the  enthusiasm  of 
its  faithful  servants,  to  sharpen  the  ardor  of  its  combatants.  We 
remember  in  what  a  pitiful  condition  the  troops  of  Versailles 
found  the  defenders  of  the  forts  of  Issy  and  Vanvres!  In  fine, 
all  the  evidence  goes  to  prove  that  most  of  the  incendiaries  were 
a  prey  to  alcoholic  excitement,  which  rendered  them  deaf  to  the 
voice  of  humanity  and  insensible  to  every  idea  of  compassion.'' — 
Pacific  Jfed.  and  Surg.  Journal 


"  Siamese  Twins:' 

The  Siamese  twins  are  among  the  most  remarkable  united  twins 
the  world  has  latterly  known.  In  the  year  1100,  Eliza  and  Mary 
Chalhurst  were  born  in  Kent,  England,  united  twins.  They  lived 
in  this  condition  31  years,  and  then  one  died.  It  was  proposed  to 
cut  them  apart,  but  the  survivor  would  not  consent,  and  she  was 
dead  six  hours  after  her  partner.  Two  girls  were  born,  fastened 
together,  in  Edinburgh,  many  years  ago.  The  food  one  ate  nour- 
ished the  other ;  but  often  when  one  slept  the  other  would  be 
11  wide  awake.'"    They  lived  seven  years. 

In  1700,  Helen  and  Judith  were  born  at  Presburgh,  Hungary, 
united  back  to  back.  They  lived  23  years.  Judith  was  always 
feeble,  Helen  always  well  and  strong  ;  yet  they  both  died  at  the 
same  moment.    In  1856,  two  children  were  born  united  as  Helen 
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and  Judith  were.  They  are  said  to  be  living  in  Texas  at  this 
moment.  They  are  entirely  different  in  disposition  and  tempera- 
ments, and  often  have  bitter  quarrels.  Lazarus  and  John  Collo- 
rado,  born  at  Geves,  in  1617,  lived  many  years.  The  attached 
and  imperfectly  developed  twin  John  hung  with  his  head  down- 
wards from  the  lower  part  of  the  chest  of  Lazarus.  This  double 
monster  married  and  had  several  children,  who  were  perfectly  and 
admirably  developed.  They  all  visited  Scotland  in  1642.  At 
the  court  of  James  III.  of  Scotland,  there  lived  a  man  double 
above  the  waist,  and  single  below  it.  The  two  heads  learned  sev- 
eral languages,  and  often  debated  together.  The  two  halves  also 
often  engaged  in  angry  fisticuffs.  This  monster  lived  28  years. 
One  of  the  bodies  died  several  days  before  the  other.  Dr.  Boehm, 
a  celebrated  German  surgeon,  recently  cut  asunder  two  female 
children,  aged  five  years,  who  were  joined  like  the  Siamese  twins. 
One  of  the  girls  died  on  the  day  of  the  operation.  The  other 
was,  at  last  accounts,  alive,  and  in  the  best  of  health. 


A  Remedy  for  Haemoptysis. 
Dr.  Holder  says,  in  The  Medical  Record : 

I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  a  method 
of  treatment  of  haemoptysis,  which,  while  most  simple  and  effica- 
cious, I  have  not  seen  described  by  any,  viz.:  the  throwing  of  the 
atomized  vapor  of  a  saturated  solution  of  gallic  acid  directly  into 
the  mouth  and  throat.  I  have  repeatedly  found  the  most  gratify- 
ing success  follow  at  once,  even  in  cases  of  profuse  haemorrhage. 
Unlike  other  styptics  thus  administered,  it  quiets  the  spas- 
modic cough,  which  seems  the  direct  result  of  the  presence  of  the 
blood,  requires  but  a  moment  to  prepare,  and,  aside  from  its  effi- 
cacy, it  inspires  immediately  the  confidence  of  the  patient.  For 
about  two  years  I  have  adopted  this  method,  and  have  been  sur- 
prised that  no  similar  experience  has  found  its  way  into  the  medical 
journals.  My  habit  has  been  to  have  an  atomizer  and  bottle  of 
gallic  acid  always  at  hand,  and  when  summoned  hastily,  to  mix 
the  acid  in  a  tumbler  of  cold  water,  and  use  even  without  wait- 
ing for  the  excess  of  acid  to  subside.  It  has  proved  successful  in 
several  cases  where  the  blood  was  streaming  from  the  mouth  with 
every  expiration. 

To  Prevent  Pitting  in  Small-Pox. 

In  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  Dr.  W.  Scott  recommends 
carbolic  acid  for  this  purpose.    He  says  : 
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From  he  first  appearance  of  the  eruption,  until  the  com- 
letn-n  of  desquamnt.on,  the  face  was  kept  constantly  moist  wi  h 
the  solution  of  the  ac.d  in  olive-oil  (1  to  8).  The  resuks  I 
b«PP7  to  say  have  been  most  satisfactory.  Drs  Mm  Vy  and 
Kerr,  the  physicians  to  the  Infirmary,  inform  me  tin  II  P 
cases  so  treated  (several  of  which  were  of  the  on  fi  e"  t  type  not 
one  has  „       ted>  on  ,.ecov       the  trace  of  di  ii.mrati  n 

i  -     lte°S  '■, °r°Ve'''  T88  m°St  «''iitoful  to  the  Pntienfs  fcc h 
1  It  f  D1 lmtiUi0n'  and  P"""**  the  desire 

£^etfte8&IbCh  15  S°  anil0yi"S  10  1,16  111  the 

"In  the  case  of  gunpowder  burning,  the  acid,  in  addition  to  its 
ant.sep  ,c  and  anesthetic  properties,  appears  to  have  the  effect  of 

skT  In!  !b°eCal       t\  SOlUt!°"^  8D§  -^Hlrawing 
™  '   I  I        ?  W   fh    treate<1  about  twelv«  month's  ago  on  the 
k *hod ^Jjbove  desertbed  the  patient,  a  young  gentlem^'^  so 
as  to  present  the  appearance  of  a  negro,  his  face  being 
blackened  his  hps  swollen  and  everted,  eyelids  closed  hair  a  d 
beard  much  singed,  intense  intolerance  of  light,  and  ofee 
aehrvmat.on  with  great  suffering.    The  application  of  t  e  car 
bohc  acid  and  otl  was  followed  by  instant  relief,  and  tl  e  o il  be 
coming  more  fluid  from  the  heat  of  the  skin,  ran  over  the  chin 
uh  the  appearance  of  thick  ink.    The  result  of  this  treatm en" 
was  that  on  recovery,  which  was  rapid,  there  was  not  the  slth  t 
est  disco  oration  ot  the  skin,  and  the  face,  in  a  very  , hort  time 
presented  Us  .natural  appearance."-^.  'and  &JJ  7B      £  ' 
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CHANGE 


*  o  beg  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  relation  whi.h  we  have  s0 
£ng  su>,a,„,d  to  the  Rkv,ew  as  Managing  Editor  and  Proprietor, 
ceases  with  tins  „„,„  ,er    A  serious  impairment  of  eyesight  c  ompel 
us*  ^linquish  the  duties  connected  with  its  management. 

V  /'•'       j    vl  reCently  aPP°inted  to  the  chair' of  JTofaHo 

J/.,/-  w  and  Therapeutic  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  city 
of  o,  k,and  formerl,  1  Yofessor  of  Jfoft  r*.  Mali.-li  and  ' 

mthe  Worcester  Medical  Coll  ge,  of  Massachusetts.  Bueceed.  to  the 
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position.  We  congratulate  the  readers  of  the  Review  upon  so  val- 
uable an  acquisition  to  the  editorial  corps.  Dr.  McClellan's  literary 
and  professional  attainments,  together  with  his  varied  experience  in 
journalism  and  teaching,  admirably  fit  him  for  the  position.  He  will 
devote  much  time  and  energy  to  the  Review,  which  cannot  fail  to 
make  it  still  more  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  pro- 
fession. The  same  high  standard  of  typographical  execution  and  lit- 
erary excellence  will  be  maintained,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  the 
fearless  exponent  of  the  principles  of  true  Eclecticism  in  Medicine. 
We  bespeak  for  it,  on  the  part  of  the  profession,  a  large  and  gener 
ous  support. 

The  Review,  since  its  establishment,  has  been  steadily  growing 
in  professional  confidence  and  favor,  until  it  is  now  regarded  as  a 
credit  to  the  School  of  Medicine  it  represents.  If  it  has  not  gained 
the  good  will,  it  certainly  commands  the  respect  of  rival  schools.  To 
our  associates  is  due  much  of  its  past  success  and  high  character,  and 
their  continued  connection  with  it  will  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  that 
it  will  not  depreciate  in  practical  value  or  scientific  merit. 


THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  HUMAN  NATURE. 

The  lecturer,  Dr.  Hitchman,  fairly  demonstrates  to  the  world 
that  physicians  of  the  Eclectic  School  are  not  the  empirics  and  pre- 
tenders that  so  many  uncandid  persons  have  been  fond  of  assert- 
ing. He  has  not  only  published  several  valuable  monograms  on  med- 
ical topics,  but  given  much  attention  to  anthropological  science  and 
kindred  subjects.    He  is  also  a  member  of  several  learned  associations. 

In  the  treatise  before  us,  he  takes  issue  with  Professors  Huxley, 
Maudsley,  and  Tyndall,  as  well  as  with  Dr.  Karl  Vogt,  in  relation  to 
mental  action.  "Thought  is  a  secretion  of  the  brain-protoplasm,', 
declares  the  latter  savant ;  thus  making  all  mental  and  moral  opera- 
tions, convictions,  and  even  human  free-agency,  whatever  that  may 
be,  the  function  of  the  glands  and  ganglia  of  the  encephalon.  In  op- 
position to  this  dogma,  Dr.  Hitchman  asserts  that  "  in  every  part  of 
our  being  beyond  the  limits  of  the  physical  humanity,  there  dwells 
divinity  above  disputing.''  "  Mind  everlasting  precedes  the  life  of 
things  rational."    "  Man  is  an  animal ;  but  he  is  something  more  than 

*  A  lecture  delivered  before  the  "  British  Eclectic  Medical  Association,"  in 
Hope  Hall,  Liverpool,  July  13th,  1871,  by  Wm.  Hitchman,  M.  D.,  LL.D. 
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protoplasm,  begotten  of  spontaneous  generation  and  natural  selec- 
tion. From  soul  to  spirit  is  a  leap  too  great  for  nature  to  accom- 
plish." "The  distinctive  character  of  man,  however  pithecoid  or 
ape-like,  consists,  I  think,  as  a  starting-point,  in  the  moral  faculty  of 
subordinating  that  same  mental  and  physical  organism  to  his  exclu- 
sively human  spiritual  principle ;  and  to  this  same  spiritual  principle 
man  owes,  not  alone  the  faculty  of  speech,  but  that  s<  (/-conscious  in- 
telligence of  right  and  wrong,  in  an  ethical  point  of  view,  on  which 
depends,  not  alone  the  genius  of  intellectuality,  whether  in  highest 
cultivation  or  lowest  debasement,  but  his  sense  of  responsibility  to 
God — bestowed  upon  him  for  his  eternal  welfare  here  and  hereafter — 
and  that,  too,  in  obedience  to  the  fulfillment  of  a  Divine  purpose. 
This  is  Man's  true  place  in  Nature,  and  his  only  relations  to  the 
lower  animals." 

We  apprehend,  however,  that  Dr.  Ilitchman  is  too  much  inclined 
to  sneer  at  the  adverse  views  of  the  scholars  with  whom  he  differs. 
The  works  of  Inman,  Ginsbury,  and  their  associates,  have  done  much 
to  give  us  information  of  former  races  and  times  ;  and  it  is  hardly 
faithful  to  science  to  affect  to  despise  what  we  do  not  approve 
Such  a  spirit  actuated  the  men  of  former  years  who  burned  heretics 
at  the  stake. 

It  is  the  error  of  the  anthropologists  of  Europe,  like  Darwin,  Vogt, 
Tyndall,  and  Maudsley,  that  they  explain  Man  from  the  physical  to 
the  psychical  and  spiritual,  and  regard  the  phenomena  of  his  inner  life 
as  being  dependent  upon  functions  of  the  body,  and  especially  of  the 
brain.  Yet  they  have  made  plainer  to  us  how  essential  is  the  alliance 
of  the  soul  to  the  body  for  all  the  manifestations  of  our  world-life 
Souls  are  not  begotten  of  one  another,  except  through  the  agency  of 
physical  organs ;  else  all  external  existence  would  be  unnecessary. 
Yet  after  being  engendered,  they  exist,  after  the  external  body  is 
dead  and  dissolved,  for  "  flesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  Kingdom 
of  God,  neither  doth  that  which  is  corruptible  inherit  the  conditions 
of  the  incorruptible.''    (1  Corinthians,  15:50.) 

Nor  is  it  quite  warranted  for  Dr.  Ilitchman  to  assert  of  these  authors, 
that  "  in  their  science  of  Man,  Religion  itself  is  mere  systematic  idol- 
atry and  sordid  priestcraft ;  Mythology,  and  Tradition,  Hindu  or 
Christian,  the  Rig-Veda  Sanhita  is  as  truly  spiritual  or  heavenly  as 
kthe  Hebrew  Scriptures,  and  O-Kee  Pa,  as  an  'inspired'  ceremony  of 
erifre  Mandans,  equal  in  value  to  either  of  the  sacraments  of  the  Church 
calleffiagland."    He  is  evidently  too  giving  his  own  inferences  from  their 
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doctrines,  as  theirs;  whereas  it  is  more  than  possible  that  they  have 
not  themselves  adopted  such  conclusions.  It  is  a  chronic  weakness  of 
religious  persons  to  denounce  what  is  at  variance  with  their  own 
ideas  ;  whereas  a  true  philosophical  Eclecticism,  treating  persons  gene- 
rously, will  seek  to  collate  what  is  valuable  everywhere,  "  gathering 
the  good  into  vessels,  and  casting  the  refuse  away." 

We  too  believe  in  the  trinal  constitution  of  Man — the  Body,  Mind, 
and  Spirit ;  that  the  mind  or  soul  is  the  man,  the  ego  or  essential  self; 
that  the  body  is  essential  to  the  first  individualizing  of  the  person,  and 
is  the  agent  of  the  interior  being ;  and  that  the  spirit  is  the  essence  or 
potency  by  which  the  human  being  is  "  made  a  partaker  of  the  divine 
nature."  Hence  disagreeing  with  Dr.  Hitchman,  as  we  also  do  with 
those  whom  he  opposes,  we  cannot  admit  that  "the  spirit  of  man  is  a 
special  creation"  but  an  inbreathing,  an  outbirth  from  the  deity.  God 
is  not  the  fabricator  but  the  Father  of  spirits.  Hence,  if  worship  is  a 
matter  of  the  interior  affections,  it  is  appropriate  to  man  ;  but  if  ter- 
rorism, ecclesiastical  domination  of  the  conscience,  the  rule  of  one 
man's  convictions  by  another  man,  exist,  they  constitute  superstition 
— a  something  superimposed  on  man,  which  must  be  cast  off,  to  be 
free,  true,  loyal,  good. 

We  are  inclined  to  believe  with  Dr.  Hitchman,  that  many  races  of  Man 
have  never  been  savages.  Certainly  we  discredit  the  idea  that  men 
have  been  evolved  or  developed  from  brute  races.  "  There  is  a  spirit 
in  mankind  ;  and  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  them  under- 
standing." The  races  of  men  are  certainly  distinct,  and  not  capable 
of  being  merged  into  each  other.  The  science  of  Man  must  include 
all  departments  of  his  being.  If  the  psychical  and  spiritual  are  not 
regarded  except  as  qualities  or  manifestations  of  the  physical  exist- 
ence, then  there  is  no  anthropology  except  zoology.  We  may  as 
well,  in  that  case,  say  to  the  orang,  "  Thou  art  my  father,"  and  to  the 
gibbon,  to  the  jackal  or  hyena,  "  Thou  art  my  mother  and  sister." 

But  believing  differently,  conscious  of  better  things,  we  are  enabled 
to  survey  the  field  of  humanity  as  learners.  We  respect  every  wor- 
ship which  has  crystallized  men's  thoughts  and  aspirations  upward. 
The  stock  and  the  stone,  or  more  properly  the  phallus  and  the  ash  era, 
are  entitled  to  our  courteous  regard.  The  circle,  the  statue,  the  tem- 
ple, are  alike  consecrated  as  holy  symbols.  But  it  is  Love,  the  life  of 
the  Deity  in  man,  that  transcends  all,  and  yet  contains  all  that  these 
were  meant  to  signify  ;  and  that,  perhaps,  is  above  science,  and  tl^ 
speculations  of  the  wisest  of  savans. 


1S71-J  EditorwL 

A  PERNICIOUS  LUXURY 

,0,,,,, s  w0      ,„  ,„.,,  „, filIv.ffi  1„„,s_m;lk. (o(!il ;  ; 

20,000,000  pounds  as  the  transactions  of  ,„„■  vnr  in  \,.»- V    1  1 

"'  *e  latest  year  for  *h.oh  there  arc  official  returns. 

Haifa  pound  oi  tobacco  for  each  inhabitanl  of  the  United  States  i. 
»»»«■■'•  l'-'-tion  of  this  article  in  this  country,  as     ,  , 
seen  by  the  above  ttatistical  statement    We  rejoice  to  a •  1,  , 

^e  service  of s(  ' ','  ,      V    v  ,X' 

7      tobMC0  ,as  one  of  the   >t  penucio™  customs  hi 

Amenc«  people  are  addicted.  Its  effects  are  less  apparel  th  ho 
of  alcohol,  and  hence  more  insidious.    There  is  „o      „„  1  iT  , 

Ki^TOrfto^^  to.:,: 


MEETING  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ECLECTIC  MEDICA] 
ASSOCIATION.  "  ' 

This  meeting  bids  fair  to  be  a  grand  success.    The  deletes  front 

"•"a<?-  A" the  arrangements  have  been  completed  •  and  u-, 
1 «'.*         tio/raternitv,  in  New  York  and  Brooklyn  I 
W»  carrying  o»,  the  programme  made  by  the  seve,    V     „ ■ 

tLzsar         ■  £rs 

GUN  SHOT  WOUNDS  AND  THEIR  CAUSES 

»-  /has  of   aSnTor^^Z::^'' 

•ray  of  preventing  theses*  orrenoe.  °  "° 

One  of  the  most  painful  accidents  and  dreadful  b  itsresnh- 
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discharge  of  a  fire-arm  in  his  own  hand.  Upon  an  examination  of 
the  same,  we  found  that  any  other  person  using  it  might  have  been 
similarly  victimized. 

As  long  as  fire-arms  are  used,  these  accidents  will  occur,  unless 
some  great  improvement  in  their  construction  is  made. 

From  a  personal  examination  into  this  subject,  we  have  become  ac- 
quainted with  a  fowling-piece  called  the  Parker  double-barrelled 
breech-loading  Shot  Gun — which,  from  its  very  construction,  will  not 
under  any  circumstances  admit  of  an  accident  from  premature  dis- 
charge. It  is  easily  and  safely  handled  and  overcomes  every  objec- 
tionable feature  found  in  other  guns.  From  a  personal  knowledge  and 
use  of  this  gun  we  cheerfully  endorse  all  that  has  been  said  of  it,  and 
think  that  we  are  not  only  conferring  a  favor  upon  every  sportsman, 
but  upon  every  individual  who  uses  a  shot  gun,  when  we  think  of  the 
numerous  accidents  that  occur  each  year  from  the  use  of  the  muzzle- 
loaders,  and  which  we  think  can  be  dispensed  with  by  the  use  of  this 
gun. 


THE  COLLEGE  TERM. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  regular  Course  of  Lectures 
will  begin  on  the  eleventh  inst.  It  is  very  desirable  that  students  should 
be  here  in  time  to  make  all  their  arrangements,  and  be  ready  to  enter 
at  the  beginning.  A  single  lecture  should  not  be  missed.  The  wide 
range  of  studies  that  modern  science  lays  before  the  student  for  his 
acquisition,  requires  all  of  the  time  allotted  (eighteen  weeks)  for  the 
proper  elucidation  of  the  various  subjects  constituting  a  course  of 
Medical  Lectures.  We  trust,  therefore,  that  all  who  contemplate 
attending,  will  be  punctual  at  the  beginning. 

The  Faculty  will  enter  promptly  and  earnestly  upon  their  duties, 
and  will  be  unremitting  in  their  efforts,  to  make  the  Course  of  In- 
struction most  thorough  and  effective. 
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NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

Missouri   Eclectic  Medical  Society. 
Prof.  P.  A.  Morroic,  Editor  of  American  E.  M.  Review : 

Dear  Sir:— Permit  me  to  submit  a  report  of  the  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Association  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of 
the  State  of  Missouri,  met  at  Macon  city,  Mo.,  June  7th,  187]  and 
convened  at  Barren's  Ilall,  according  to  arrangements  made  by  the 
committee.  The  President,  Dr.  CaHoway,  of  Ravenna,  Mo  called 
the  meeting  to  order.  Minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read  and 
adopted-  lowing   resolution    was  read  ^and  unanimously 

>  Itesolved,  that  we  extend  a  hearty  invitation  to  all  visiting  phy- 
sicians to  participate  in  the  deliberations  of  the  association!  Ap- 
propriate remarks  were  made  by  visitors  and  members,  after  which 
(He  association  adjourned  to  meet  Thursday,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

THURSDAY  MORXIXG. 

The  society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  the  president.    A  number  of  applicants  for  membership  we  J( 
Rented,  who,  after  examination  by  the  board  of  censors,  were  elected 
members  of  the  society.  ^ 

The  5th  article  of  Order  of  Business  being  called,  a  number  of  in- 
teresting cases  in  surgery  and  practice  were  reported  and  discussed 
Un  motion,  the  society  adjourned  until  one  o'clock  i>  m 

1  he  meeting  was  called  to  order,  the  president  in  the  chair  V 

Dr.  Calloway  presented  the  following 

RESOLUTION. 

Kesohy.l,  That  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  the  State  of 
Mi.«.uin  extend  an  invitation  to  all  physicians  to  meet  with  us  in 
one  deliberation*;  that  here  wt  lay  aside  all  isms  and  schism,  ',, 
■top  boldly  upon  the  broad  and  lil,,ral  platform  ,.(  Kcl-cic  ,,,'inci 
pies  end  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  all  physician!  ( 
good  moral  character  and  good  report  as  physicians'  and  sni-eons 
lha  there  our  highest  am,  .s  the  advancement  of  mclieal  science  with 
all  its  collateral  branches,  and  an  elevation  of  the  profession  to  < 
highest  possible  standard.  a 
Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  second  annual  meeting  of  this 
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society  be  published  in  the  E.  M.  Journal  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
in  the  American  E.  M.  Review,  of  New  York. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Dr.  Calloway,  President. 

Dr.  Munk,  Vice-President. 

Dr.  Wm.  Gates,  Recording  Secretary. 

Dr.  Goodson,  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Dr.  Dice,  Treasurer. 

Drs.  Munk,  Gates,  and  Chambers,  Board  of  Censors. 
Dr.  W.  M.  Gates  tendered  his  resignation  as  Recording  Secretary, 
and  Dr.  O.  W.  Avery  was  unanimously  elected  Recording  Secretary. 

On  motion  it  was  moved  that  our  next  annual  meeting  be  held  at 
Moberly,  Mo.,  to  convene  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June,  1872,  at 
10  o'clock,  a.  m.  J.  E.  Galloway,  Pres. 

W.  M.  Gates,  Sec. 

Ax  Abortionist's  "  Diploma." — The  report  in  the  New  York 
Tribune  concerning  a  recent  terrible  case  of  homicide  at  the  hands 
of  an  abortionist,  says  : 

"  Rosenzweig,  the  abortionist,  is  a  large  man,  about  5  feet  3  inches 
in  height,  and  with  a  piercing  blue  eye.  In  answer  to  the  questions 
of  reporters,  he  said  that  he  obtained  his  diploma  from  a  medical 
college  in  Philadelphia,  paying  for  it  $40,  and  that  his  diploma  is  from 
a  Philadelphia  Eclectic  College." 

We  would  be  glad  to  get  a  sight  of  the  "  diplomas  "  of  all  these 
professed  abortionists  in  our  cities.  There  is  little  doubt  that  those 
that  have  any  diplomas  at  all,  nearly  all  belong  to  the  "  §40  C.  O.  D." 
class. 

[This  Rosenzweig  now  in  the  Tombs  under  an  indictment  for  man- 
si  aughter  in  connection  with  the  untimely  death  of  Miss  Alice  A. 
Bowlsby  of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  is  a  consulting  physician  in  a  Dispensary 
in  Brooklyn,  under  the  auspices  of  Dr.  Win.  H.  Bowlsby,  Professor 
of  Gynecology  in  the  Diploma  shop  where  Rosenzweig  claims  to 
have  graduated. — Ed.  Rev.] 

Mortality  of  Negroes. — The  remarkable  official  statement  from 
Columbus,  Ga.,  bearing  a  recent  date,  is  made,  that  out  of  a  popu- 
lation of  0000  whites  and  3000  blacks,  the  burials  for  three  months 
were  :  White  adults,  13  ;  black  adults,  18  ;  white  children,  12 ;  black 
children,  36.  The  proportion  of  deaths,  taking  into  consideration 
the  number  of  white  non-residents  buried,  is  nine  whites  and  forty- 
eight  blacks.  The  proportion  of  deaths  to  respective  numbers,  it 
will  be  seen,  is  one  white  to  ten  and  two-thirds  blacks. 

Soup  Taw/ets. — The  Chemical  News  gives  us  from  the  German 
Manuals  of  Pharmacy  the  following  receipt,  by  Reinsch,  for  making 
the  soup  tablets  so  much  in  use  in  the  German  army  during  the  late 
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war.  The  formula  is  as  follows  :  Take  eleven  parts  by  weight  of 
good  suet,  melt  it  in  an  iron  pan,  and  make  it  very  hot,  so  as  to  be- 
come brown  ;  add,  while  keeping  the  fat  stirred,  eighteen  parti  of 
rye  meal,  and  continue  heating  and  stirring  so  as  to  make  the  mass 
brown;  add  then  four  parts  of  dried  salt  and  two  parts  of  coarsely 
pulverized  carraway  seed.  The  mixture  is  then  poured  into  tin 
pans  somewhat  like  those  used  for  making  chocolate  into  cakes. 
The  cakes  have  the  appearance  of  chocolate,  and  are  chiefly  intended 
for  the  use  of  soldiers  while  in  the  field.  A  quantity  of  about  one 
ounce  of  this  preparation  is  sufficient  to  yield,  when  boiled  with 
some  water,  a  ration  of  good  soup,  and  in  case  of  need,  the  cakes, 
being  agreeable  to  the  taste,  may  be  eaten  raw. 

The  air  in  Wyoming  Territory  is  said  to  be  so  light  and  pure,  so 
charged  with  oxygen,  as  to  be  most  agreeable  to  all  persons  from 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  states.  Even  consumptives,  if  not  too  far 
gone,  find  speedy  relief,  as  the  increased  action  of  the  lungs  renders 
the  latter  more  healthy,  and  soon  restores  them  to  full  working 
capacity. 

The  Pall  Mall  Gazette  considers  it  absolutely  necessary  to  hang  an 
apothecary  before  long,  so  many  people  are  killed  now-a-days  by  mis- 
takes in  prescriptions. 

Female  Physicians. — Miss  Jex  Blake  has  received  £200  from  a 
lady  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  fund  toward  the  establishment  in  Edin- 
burgh of  a  women's  hospital  for  the  clinical  instruction  of  female 
medical  students;  the  staff  to  be  composed  also  of  ladies. 

REMARKS  OX  Db.  REAT'S  CASES  OF  PLACENTA  PREVIA. 

To  The  Editor  of  the  American  Eclectic  Medical  Review  : 

Dear  Sir, — Having  read  the  two  cases  of  placenta  previa,  re- 
ported in  the  Review  for  August,  and  as  Dr.  Reat  requested  other 
opinions  on  them,  I  will,  with  your  permission,  make  a  few  obser- 
vations. 

1st.  I  would  lay  down  as  a  rule  never  give  ergot  unless  the  os  is 
sufficiently  dilated  that  labor  may  be  completed  naturally  within 
a  short  time,  or  if  the  patient  is  too  weak,  labor  may  be  hastened  by 
a  judicious  use  of  the  forceps.  We  generally  find  when  ergot  is 
given  early,  it  produces  great  suffering  to  the  patient,  leaving  her 
weak  and  low-spirited,  the  pains  are  unnatural,  and  in  such  ca^es  the 
infant  i-^  generally  still-born. 

In  case  Xo.l,  the  "  pains  being  erratic,"  I  would  have  administered 
an  anodyne  enema,  which  would  have  given  rest,  and  if  hemorrhage 
had  been  considerable,  most  likely  applied  a  tampon.  This  would  have 
given  time  for  the  patient  to  sleep,  and  an  opportunity  to  consider 
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whether  it  would  have  been  most  desirable  to  draw  off  the  liquor 
amnii  very  slowly  with  a  female  catheter,  or  to  retain  the  tampon 
until  the  pains  were  sufficiently  active  to  deliver  naturally,  or  with 
the  use  of  forceps,  ergot  being  given,  if  necessary,  shortly  before  the 
infant  was  born.  I  may  herejiobserve  that  if  the  liquor  amnii  is 
slowly  and  carefully  withdrawn,  hemorrhage  ceases  immediately. 

In  case  No.  2,  we  have  greater  cause  for  the  anodyne  enema, 
(you  will  find  anodynes  given  in  this  way  act  much  better  than  by 
the  mouth,)  the  tampon  if  necessary,  and  patience. 

This  is  such  a  case  as  careful  watching,  the  tampon,  and  keeping 
up  the  strength  of  patient  would  have  brought  to  a  happy  termina- 
tion. I  had  a  somewhat  similar  case  to  the  last,  and  by  pursuing 
the  above  treatment,  the  patient  got  well  over,  and  made  a  good 
recovery.  Thomas  Richardson,  M.  D. 

Dundee,  Scotland,  2d  September,  1871. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  stated  anything  in  reference  to  turning,  from  the 
fact  that  if  the  above  treatment  be  followed  in  the  generality  of 
cases  (with  such  modifications  as  may  be  necessary)  it  will  not  be 
required. 

Chloroforming. — A  Baltimore  surgeon  scouts  the  idea  that  men 
can  be  chloroformed  while  awake,  insisting  that  no  man,  wide  awake 
and  sober,  can  possibly  be  chloroformed  without  his  acquiescence 
unless  forcibly  held  ;  and  that,  even  if  a  sober  man  were  asleep,  the 
irritation  of  the  air  passages  caused  by  the  chloroform  would  almost 
certainly  arouse  him. 

Well  taken  !  Statements  arc  frequently  made  to  the  effect  that 
persons  have  been  robbed,  women  outraged,  and  various  other  vil- 
lainies performed,  while  the  only  excuse  given  to  account  for  the 
opportunity  was  that  a  handkerchief  with  chloroform  on  it  was  flirted 
in  the  face  !  This  is  nonsense  !  It  cannot  be  done.  Surgeons  find 
that  in  the  most  susceptible  cases,  with  the  anaesthetic  closely  ap- 
plied to  the  nose  and  mouth,  some  time  must  elapse  before  the  party 
becomes  unconscious.  Some  other  theory  must  therefore  be  started 
to  account  for  outrages  committed  when  such  an  excuse  is  given. 

Abortionists  in  New  York. — The  Neiv  York  Medical  says  :  In 
the  trial  of  one  M.  A.  A.  Wolf,  a  well-known  abortionist  of  this  city, 
for  inducing  abortion,  and  thereby  causing  the  death  of  a  patient 
under  his  charge,  the  Assistant  District  Attorney  (Mr.  Fellows) 
thus  pointedly  referred  to  another  well-known  representative  of  this 
infamous  class,  who  occupies  one  of  the  most  palatial  residences  on 
Fifth  avenue  : 

"  I  have  a  right  to  refer  to  that  den  of  shame  in  our  most  crowded 
street,  where  every  brick  in  that  splendid  mansion  might  represent 
a  little  skull,  and  the  blood  that  infamous  woman  has  shed  might 
have  served  to  mix  the  mortar  with  which  that  palace  of  iniquity 
was  built.    When  I  see  American  mothers,  with  servants  in  livery 
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and  all  the  evidence  of  splendor  and  wealth,  frequenting  those 
bloody  courts,  and  contributing  to  keep  up  this  woman  in  her  ex- 
travagance and  licentiousness,  I,  in  common  with  my  fellow-citizens, 
should  bcome  indignant  at  this  blot  on  the  otherwise  fair  name  of 
our  city.  It  is  not  so  much  that  the  crime  exists,  but  that  it  is  not 
the  only  crime  in  the  catalogue  which  defies  the  courts  and  juries. 
It*  there  is  anything  that  adds  to  the  atrocity  of  this  crime,  it  is  that 
the  men  and  women  who  commit  it  take  professional  titles.  What 
right  has  this  infamous  woman,  by  whose  den  of  shame  and  blood 
we  have  to  ride  to  get  to  the  fairest  scenes  in  our  city — erected  there 
as  the  old  dragon's  castle  was,  close  by  the  gates  of  the  fabled  Eden 
— to  take  the  title  '  madame  '  upon  her  lips !  'Madame  Kestcll,' 
forsooth  !  Madame  Murderer,  Madame  Abortionist  !  And  1  Doc- 
tor'Evans  and  'Doctor'  Wolf — are  they  entitled  to  the  name  of 
doctor  ?  Are  they  regular  physicians  ?  The  defendant  nods  his 
head  ;  then  so  much  the  deeper,  and  darker  and  more  damning  his 
iniquity." 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  defendant  in  this  trial  was  found 
guilty,  ami  was  promptly  sentenced  to  seven  years'  imprisonment  in 
the  State  prison  at  Sing  Sing. 

A  Test  for  Pus. — Dr.  Day,  of  Australia,  has  made  some  inter- 
esting observations  on  pus,  which  we  quote  from  the  Medical  Times 
and  Gazette,  London  : 

"In  1868,"  he  observes,  "I  had  the  good  fortune  to  discover  a 
very  delicate  test  for  pus,  and  have  since  been  in  the  almost  daily 
habit  of  applying  it,  in  conjunction  with  other  tests,  as  aids  to 
diagnosis.  In  this  way  I  have  learnt  some  very  interesting  facts 
regarding  the  properties  of  pus.  For  instance,  I  have  found  that 
healthy  pus,  when  dried,  becomes  chemically  inactive,  although 
when  moistened  with  water  it  again  resumes  its  chemical  activity 
more  than  pus  derived  from  healthy  persons,  and  that  the  pus  from 
persons  Buffering  from  diseases  allied  to  erysipelas  possesses  unusual 
activity,  which  it  is  capable  of  retaining  for  years. 

"On  this  paper  are  two  spots  of  pus,  which  had  been  allowed  to 
dry  by  exposure  to  the  air.  To  one  has  been  added  the  pus  test 
alone,  with,  as  you  may  see,  a  negative  result,  dry  pus  being  devoid 
of  chemical  activity.  To  the  other  a  drop  of  water  is  added,  and 
then  a  drop  or  two  of  the  pus  test,  with  the  result  which  always 
follows  the  application  of  this  test  to  moist  pus — namely,  a  bright 
blue  reaction." 

Dr.  Day's  pus  t<-<t  18  BO  simple  in  the  mode  of  appliance,  and  appa- 
rently so  certain  in  itfl  revelations,  that  we  have  little  doubt  that  it 
will  soon  come  into  daily  use  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis.  He  prepares 
his  test  fluid  by  exposing  a  saturated  alcohol  solution  of  guaiacum 
to  the  air  until  it  has  absorbed  a  sufficient  quantity  of  oxygen  to 
give  it  the  property  of  turning  green  when  placed  m  contact  with 
iodide  of  potassium.    On  moistening  the  most  minute  quantity  of 
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pus  with  water,  and  pouring  a  drop  or  two  of  the  test  fluid  over  it, 
a  clear  blue  color  is  produced. 

Management  of  Incontinence  op  Urine. — John  Barclay,  M.D., 
of  Aberdeen  {Med.  Times  and  Gazette),  during  the  past  two  years 
and  a  half  has  successfully  treated  twenty  cases  of  incontinence  of 
urine  by  the  syrup  of  the  iodide  of  iron  alone.  The  improvement 
in  several  of  the  cases  followed  so  closely  on  the  administration  ot 
the  remedy  as  to  leave  no  doubt  but  that  the  good  effect  was  due  to 
the  syrup.  Dr.  Manson,  of  BanifF,  and  Dr.  Smith,  of  Kmnairdy, 
have  both  found  the  medicine  equally  satisfactory. 

Quinine  Biscuits— One  of  the  London  bakers  has  introduced  a 
dietetic  novelty  in  the  shape  of  quinine  biscuits.  They  are  small, 
extremely  well  made,  and  have  a  pleasant  and  delicately  bitter 
flavor,  not  too  strongly  pronounced,  which  is  exactly  what  a  club 
man  seeks  in  his  sherry  and  bitters.  Each  biscuit  is  estimated  to 
contain  one-fourth  of  a  grain  of  quinine,  and  for  delicate  stomachs, 
or  where  it  is  desirable  to  disguise  medicine  as  much  as  possible,  or 
to  combine  food  with  medicine  in  a  perfectly  agreeable  form,  these 
biscuits  are  likely  to  become  very  popular.— English  Journal. 

Treatment  of  Infantile  Paralysis— Dr.  Brodhurst,  of  London 
(St.  Thomas'  Hospital  Reports),  recommends  galvanism,  as  furnish- 
ing the  most  important  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
The  induced  current  is  useless.  A  galvanic  battery  of  great  tension, 
but  of  small  quantity,  is  needed— one  having  not  less  than  fifty  cells. 
There  is  little  hope  of  recovery  if  the  treatment  is  delayed  six  or 
eio-lit  weeks.  When  the  muscles  regain  sensitiveness  to  faradization, 
even  in  a  slight  degree,  recovery  is  a  mere  matter  of  patience  and 
perseverance.  Strychnia  is  used  hypodermically  to  the  diseased 
part,  in  addition  to  the  local  treatment  by  galvanism  He  uses  a 
solution  of  one  grain  of  the  alkaloid  to  fifty  of  fluid.  The  solution, 
aided  by  a  little  hydrochloric  acid  and  spirit,  is  very  dense;  and  it  it 
falls  below  a  temperature  of  about  70°,  the  alkaloid  crystallizes  out. 
It  should  always  be  warmed  before  use.  This  solution  may  be  em- 
ployedwith  much  more  freedom  than  a  weaker  one  He  has  fre- 
quently injected  in  quite  young  children— in  fact,  in  babies— five  and 
even  seven  minims  ;  that  is  to  say,  one-twentieth  or  one-fourteenth 
(•05  or  -07)  of  a  grain,  at  a  first  commencement.— Med.  liecord, 

A  New  Physical  Law.— For  the  purpose  of  verifying  and  meas- 
uring the  force  evolved  in  the  dilatation  of  water  m  freezing,  which 
has  been  known  to  be  sufficient  to  burst  cannons,  M.  Lousmgault 
has  discovered  an  important  fact  by  means  of  a  very  simple  experi- 
ment. He  filled,  very  exactly,  a  steel  cannon  with  water  at  a  low 
temperature,  and  having  introduced  into  it  a  steel  needle,  closed  it 
hermetically.    When  this  apparatus  was  placed  in  a  temperature  of 
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23°  below  zero  it  was  ascertained,  by  the  sound  of  the  needle  fall- 
ing through  it  when  it  was  turned  upside  down,  that  it  was  not 
frozen,  but  the  moment  it  was  opened  the  water  solidified  immediate- 
ly. Tt  is  proved  by  this  experiment  that  water  placed  in  such  a 
condition  that  it  cannot  dilate,  is  incapable  of  being  frozen. — Medi- 
cal Press  and  Circular. 

MusTann  to  make  Leeches  Take. — "Having  had  occasion  to 
order  a  mustard  poultice  for  a  patient,  it  became  requisite  to  put 
gome  leeches  on  the  same  place.  I  was  told  that  they  fastened  in- 
stantly, tilled  rapidly,  and  that  the  blood  streamed  afterwards  into 
bread  poultices  as  if  it  would  never  stop.  I  took  the  hint  ;  and  now, 
whenever  I  order  leeches,  I  always  have  a  mustard  poultice  applied 
first,  then  the  leeches  (two  or  three  instead  of  half  a  dozen),  and  then 
bread  poultices.  There  is  less  trouble  for  those  who  have  to  apply 
the  leeches,  far  less  annoyance,  weariness,  and  exhaustion  for  the 
patient,  and  a  much  more  satisfactory  result.  The  flow  of  blood  is, 
however,  so  much  greater  than  would  be  thought  likely  or  possible 
that  I  think  it  right  to  add  a  few  words  of  caution.  Ag  few  days 
ago  one  of  my  patients,  a  young  lady  grown  up,  and  of  average 
strength,  bled  to  fainting  from  only  two  leeches  applied  in  this  way. 
— 11.  X.,  London  Lancet. 

The  Americax  Agriculturist  on  Quackery. — The  American 
Agriculturist  is  the  most  uncompromising  paper  on  quackery  of  all 
kinds  that  reaches  our  table.  It  thus  speaks  in  its  August  number 
of  epiackery  in  medicine  : 

"  We  are  in  continual  receipt  of  the  circulars  and  flaming  sheets 
of  perambulating  doctors  of  immense  pretensions,  who  advertise  a 
place  of  business  at  some  central  point,  usually  at  the  West,  and  an- 
nounce visits  at  specified  places  on  particular  days.  Some  of  them 
give  hundreds  of  names  as  references,  and  reports  of  scores  of  cases 
of  remarkable  cures.  These  are  too  numerous  to  describe  in  detail. 
We  say  positively,  that  one  and  all  of  these  doctors  are  outrageous 
quack*.  The  names  given  are  usually  fictitious  ;  those  of  well-known 
persons  are  used  without  permission,  and  the  few  certificates  that  are 
genuine,  when  any  are,  are  from  weak,  nervous  people  who  have  been 
cured  of  some  imaginary  disease  by  their  faith  in  the  pretentious 
claims  of  the  quacks.  Any  man  advertising  to  cure  cancers  is  a 
Swindler.    (See  our  remarks  on  this  subject  last  month,  page  240.) 

14  We  are  asked  our  opinion  of  California  Wine  Bitters,  Vinegar 
Iridin,  and  a  hundred  other  nostrums.  Ana,:  If  you  have  a  mean 
iheep-killiDg  dog,  which  you  are  too  tender-hearted  to  get  rid  of  by 
cutting  his  tail  off  close  behind  his  ears,  make  believe  he  is  sick,  and 
dose  him  with  any  of  these  advertised  medicines. 

u Caution:  Keep  the  bottles,  boxes,  or  packages  in  a  safe  place, 
where  no  human  being  can  by  any  possible  mistake  swallow  any  of 
the  stuff. 
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"  X.  B. — This  includes  each  and  every  advertised  medicine,  lotion, 
bitters,  soothing  syrup,  nerve  antidote,  electrical  sure-cure,  etc.,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.,  no  matter  how  finely  put  up  in  glass  or  gilt  parcels.  You 
have  our  opinion,  founded  on  much  study  and  observation,  and  we 
have  looked  into  medical  science  as  much  as  half  the  doctors,  and 
all  the  quacks  in  the  country." 

Certain  colored  rays  of  light  are  particularly  favorable  to  the 
development  in  organic  infusion  of  infusorial  life,  while  other  rays 
are  more  favorable  for  the  production  of  microscropic  forms  of  vege- 
table life.  Thus  M.  Pouchet  says,  white  light  is  the  best  fitted  for 
obtaining  the  former  result,  after  which  comes  the  red  ray,  then  the 
violet,  the  blue,  and  finally  the  green  ray.  On  the  contrary,  for  the 
development  of  vegetable  proto-organisms,"  the  green  ray  is  best 
fitted  ;  next  to  this  the  blue  and  violet  rays  ;  and,  lastly,  the  white 
light ;  the  red  ray  hindering  the  developing  of  these  organisms. 

Mode  of  Adminstering  Creasote. — As  creasote  is  now  used  fre- 
quently in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  and  is  exceedingly  distaste- 
ful to  some  patients,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  mention  here  a  formula 
which  in  great  measure  covers  its  flavor,  and  is  easily  prepared  :  — 

Creasote,  3  drops. 
Essence  of  lemon,  2  drops. 
Orange  flower  water,  1  ounce, 
Spring  Avater,  3  ounces. 

A  spoonful  to  be  taken  at  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  day. 

A  Learned  Veterinary  Surgeon. — The  N.  Y.  Med.  Gazette 
gives  Dr.  Burr,  of  Binghamton,  as  authority  for  the  following  collo- 
quy, which  occured  during  a  recent  trial  in  that  city-  It  appears 
that  a  Mr.  A.  sold  to  Mr.  B.  a  colt  as  a  gelding,  which  colt  had  had  but 
one  testicle  removed,  the  other  remaining  within  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen.  The  veterinary  surgeon  who  castrated  the  animal  was 
sworn,  and,  on  his  cross-examination,  stated  the  following  interesting 
features  in  the  anatomy  of  the  horse  :  Attorney — "  What  are,  and 
where  are  varicose  veins  to  be  found  ?"  Witness — "  I  don't  know, 
hut  I  know  where  the  bellicose  veins  are."  Attorney — "  Where  are 
they  ?"  Witness—"  Close  to  the  belly."  Attorney—''  Where  is 
the  scrotum  ?"  Witness — I  am  not  quite  certain,  but  I  think  that 
it  is  the  film  that  covers  the  teetli  during  infancy."  Attorney — 
"  Have  you  ever  made  any  examination  in  the  abdominal  regions  ?" 
Witness — "  No  ;  all  my  examinations  have  been  made  in  the  Broome 
County  regions."    Attorney—-"  That  is  sufficient." 

A  Woman  with  Four  Breasts. — The  Medical  News  and  Library 
for  April  contains  an  account  of  a  woman  who  was  possessed  of  four 
breasts,  two  in  the  normal  position  and  two  in  the  axillary  region. 
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The  latter  two  had  attained  about  the  size  of  an  orange.  She  was 
delivered  of  a  dead  premature  child,  and,  in  spite  of  an  attack  of  fever, 
the  secretion  of  milk  was  regularly  established  in  all  the  breasts; 
but,  when  examined  microscopically,  the  milk  of  the  supplementary 
breasts  was  found  to  be  of  a  much  purer  quality. 

Abnormal  Lacteal  Secretion. — Dr.  Rageur,  of  Barcelona 
(Spain),  reports  a  case  of  lacteal  secretion  which  occurred  in  a  woman 
twenty  years  after  her  last  child  was  born.  Ten  years  before,  this 
same  phenomenon  made  its  appearance  in  the  left  breast  only,  but 
this  last  time  both  breasts  were  full,  and  the  quality  of  the  milk, 
which  was  abundant,  presented  all  the  ordinary  qualities  of  this  liquid. 
—  Gaz.  Medicate. 

Diaphoresis  in  Scarlatinal  Dropsy. — The  Lancet  reports,  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Garrod,  "  two  cases  of  scarlatinal  dropsy,  which  had 
been  successfully  treated  by  hot  baths  and  packing.  The  patients 
were  first  placed  in  a  hot  bath,  and  on  leaving  it  they  were,#while  still 
wet,  enveloped  in  a  hot  blanket,  and  laid  in  bed  beneath  one  or  more 
other  hot  blankets,  so  as  to  maintain,  for  a  time,  a  profuse  perspira- 
tion. The  sweating  was  at  first  made  to  last  about  a  couple  of  hours, 
but,  as  the  dropsy  disappeared,  the  duration  of  the  process  was 
gradually  reduced  to  half  an  hour.  When  all  puffiness  had  disap- 
peared, a  treatment  by  small  doses  of  sulphate  of  iron  was  substituted 
until  all  trace  of  albumen  in  the  urine  was  lost." — Med.  World. 

Heat  of  the  Body. — We  extract  the  following  summary  of  Dr. 
Gee's  third  Gulstonian  Lecture  from  the  Doctor,  May  1,  1ST1  : 

"  Much  of  the  heat  of  the  body,  in  its  healthy  state,  being  due  to 
oxidation  processes  going  on  in  the  blood,  it  was  asked,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  augmented  heat  of  pyrexia,  whether  there  was  any  reason 
to  believe  that  these  oxidation  processes  were  augmented.  The 
only  data  for  a  determination  of  this  point  were  those  afforded  Vty  in- 
jections of  animal  liquids  into  the  blood-vessels.  Not  only  pus  and 
the  fluids  of  inflamed  tissues,  but  even  an  excess  of  healthy  blood 
thrown  into  the  vessels,  can  set  up  pyrexia.  On  the  other  hand,  copi- 
ous venesection  elevates  the  temperature,  possibly  because  producing 
a  rapid  absorption  of  the  tissue-juices  which  are  loaded  w  ith  the  effete 
products  of  tissue  change.  The  lesions  which  are  directly  dependent 
upon  pyrexia  were  next  considered.  The  glandular  structures 
undergo  the  change  which  has  been  named  clouded  swelling,  parenchy- 
matous swelling,  or  albuminous  infiltration.  The  muscles,  both 
voluntary  and  involuntary,  are  similarly  affected.  The  changes  of  the 
blood  and  nervous  tissues  are  much  less  known ;  but  there  seemed  to 
be  reason  to  believe  that  the  state  which  was  named  by  the  ancients 
putridity,  is  partly  a  result  of  pyrexia.  The  catarrhal  conditions  of 
the  mucous  membranes  and  tile  congestion  of  the  skin  which  attend 
pyrexia  were  next  dwelt  upon.    Both  in  natural  and  in  preternatural 
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heat  of  the  body,  a  certain  standard  of  temperature  is  maintained 
more  or  less  accurately.  The  seat  of  this  regulating  function  is  not 
exactly  known,  but  there  are  facts  which  seem  to  show  that  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  cerebro-spinal  centre.  The  statement  of  Tschesc- 
hichin  that  section  of  the  spinal  cord  is  followed  by  depression  of  the 
temperature,  and  section  of  the  upper  part  of  the  medulla  oblongata 
by  elevation  of  temperature,  has  been  disproved  by  Naunyn  and 
Quincke,  who  have  found  that,  provided  the  increased  loss  of  heat  be 
prevented,  the  temperature  is  raised  by  section  of  any  part  of  the 
medulla  spinalis  or  oblongata.  It  seems  as  if  the  temperature  is  raised 
in  proportion  to  the  height  at  which  the  section  of  the  cord  is 
made.  There  are,  then,  in  all  probability,  certain  fibres  which  pass 
from  the  brain  down  the  cord,  and  which  exercise  some  sort  of  con- 
trol over  the  calorific  processes  of  the  tissues;  when  these  fibres  are 
divided,  and  the  control  thereby  destroyed,  the  chemical  changes  are 
free  to  go  on  to  their  utmost  in  the  part  of  the  body  affected,  and  so 
the  temperature  rises.  In  the  last  place,  it  was  maintained  that 
*  fever '  is  a  word  of  much  wider  meaning  than  "pyrexia'  and  should 
be  defined  so  as  to  incldue  the  necessary  antecedents,  concomitants, 
and  consequences  of  pyrexia.  But  inasmuch  as  we  are  ignorant  of 
many  of  these  things,  a  definition  of  fever,  at  once  precise  and  com- 
prehensive, is  not  yet  possible.  All  the  theories  of  fever  which  have 
hitherto  been  brought  forward  are  either  by  exclusiveness  or  indefi- 
lateness.'' — Medical  World. 

Specific  Medicines. — We  have  received  from  correspondents  sev- 
eral articles  on  this  subject,  which  will  appear  in  due  time. 

Onward. — At  the  last  business  meeting  of  the  Alumni  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  University,  at  Middletown,  Conn.,  a  resolution  was  passed  de- 
claring that  nothing  in  the  charter  of  the  University  excludes  ladies 
from  its  privileges,  and  expressing  the  hope  that  they  will  avail  them- 
selves of  its  opportunities.  Men  of  keen  perception  are  everywhere 
beginning  to  recognize  the  right  of  women  to  compete  for  educational 
honors. 

What  will  the  opponents  to  women  earning  literary  titles  say  to  this  ? 
Linn  College  has  conferred  the  degree  of'  A.  M.  on  Miss  Frances 
E.  Willard,  President  of  the  Evanston  Woman's  College. 


One  More  Woman  M.  D. — Miss  Putman,  says  the  Figaro,  the 
young  Anglo-American  who,  for  several  years,  has  attended  the  cour- 
ses of  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Medicine,  recently  passed  her  examination 
witli  the  greatest  credit,  receiving  the  personal  compliments  of  the  ex- 
aminers, and  the  highest  mark  of  approval  the  Faculty  ever  confers 
upon  students. 
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Robert  College,  in  Constantinople,  founded  by  C.  R.  Roberts,  of 
tbis  city,  bas  an  edifice  costing  800,000,  and  other  property  amounting 
to  180,000.  It  lias  about  one  hundred  pupils,  which  it  lodges  and 
boards,  &C,  thirty  day  students,  with  a  half-dozen  American  and  as 
many  native  instructors,  all  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Hamlin.  This 
teaching  of  the  teachers  is  a  slower  method  of  operation  than  that 
Missionaries  usually  adopt,  but  it  is  certainly  the  more  effective  and 
permanently  civilizing  method.  Donations  to  this  College,  in  books  or 
money,  can  b4  made  through  the  Missionary  Board  of  that  city.  A 
full  set  of  all  the  principal  Eclectic  medical  publications  will  be  added 
to  its  library. 

Another  Victim. — A  man  named  Secord,  who  recently  escaped 
from  the  Wayne,  Mich.,  Lunatic  Asylum,  tells  a  horrible  story  about 
the  brutal  manner  in  which  patients  are  treated  at  that  institution, 
lie  was  conveyed  there  while  laboring  under  mental  excitement,  w  hich 
was  mistaken  for  insanity.  In  describing  his  treatment,  he  says  that 
immediately  upon  being  taken  to  a  cell  his  feet  were  chained  to  the 
floor,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in  this  condition  for  thir- 
teen days.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  flogged  on  the  bare  hack 
with  a  two-inch  strap,  and  then  forced  into  a  straight-jacket.  Theflog- 
ging  was  repeated  on  two  occasions.  During  the  several  weeks  of  his 
confinement,  he  never  received  a  change  of  clothing.  It  seems  Mr. 
Secord  is  not  the  only  person  who  has  suffered  from  the  brutality  of 
the  keepers  of  the  Wayne  Asylum.  An  attempt  has  twice  been  made 
to  improve  the  system  of  treatment,  but  without  success.  This  time, 
however,  the  State  authorities  have  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  and  pro- 
pose beginning  their  work  by  thoroughly  investigating  the  charges. 
New  York  7%mes,  July  21,  1871. 

This  is  the  old  story.  How  long  will  these  outrages  be  borne  by  the 
people?  It  is  our  opinion  that  thousands  of  persons  thus  situated 
could  be  found  in  the  various  lunatic  asylums  in  this  country  if  proper 
authority  was  vested  in  an  honest  committee  ;  men  who  could  not  be 
influenced  by  the  designing  men  who  are  parties  to  all  these  frauds. 

The  Phrenological  Journal,  among  the  magazines  for  October 
which  have  come  to  hand,  deserves  especial  mention.  A  list  of  arti- 
cles, illustrated  and  otherwise,  composes  its  table  of  contents.  We 
would  particularly  mention  the  following:  William  Claflin,  Governor 
of  Massachusetts  ;  The  Youthfulness  of  the  World,  or  the  signs  of  its 
perpetuity;  Eye  Openers;  Foster  Blodgett ,  Men  as  Husbands, 
which  we  commend  to  the  perusal  of  such  ;  Witch-Hazel  ;  Grumblers, 
New  Studies  in  Physiognomy,  or  the  Model  of  Respectability  ;  I  [uman 
Food,  its  preparation  ;  Street-sights  in  China  ;  Agriculture  and  Amer- 
ican Indifference — we  agree  with  the  writer  in  his  strictures  on  the 
want  of  interest  shown  by  young  Americans  in  the  tillage  of  the  soil; 
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Bad  Air ;  Writing  by  Dashes  ;  Alice  and  Phcebe  Cary  ;  Some  Hints 
on  Pruning ;  The  Deserted  Village,  with  new  Illustrations ;  Alex.  H. 
Stephens'  Head ;  Girls'  Education.  We  cannot  understand  how  any 
intelligent  and  discerning  man,  who  has  the  welfare  of  his  family  at 
heart,  can  dispense  with  this  most  valuable  periodical.  Terms  $3  a 
year,  single  Nos.  30  cents.  On  trial  three  months,  50  cents.  S.  R. 
Wells,  New  York. 


DRUG-  STORE  FOR  SALE. 

For  Sale.  A  Drug  Store  with  Office  practice  connected,  heavily 
stocked  with  selected  drugs  and  concentrated  medicines,  well  located 
on  a  great  thoroughfare  and  leading  avenue  in  close  proximity  to  the 
grand  Vanderbilt  Union  R.  R.  Depot — and  now  doing  a  good  busi- 
ness. Price  $6000,  cash,  with  the  good  will  of  a  5  year  lease  for  the 
3  story  brick-dwelling  with  good  front  and  rear  basement,  capacious 
yard,  etc.,  for  an  exceedingly  low  rent.  This  is  a  good  and  rare  chance 
for  an  energetic  physician  in  a  splendid  location  for  Office  or  General 
practice,  or  for  a  manufacturer  of  chemicals  and  pharmaceutical  pre- 
parations, on  account  of  its  central  location. 

For  particulars  address  Editor  of  the  Review  or  the  Proprietor. 

Richard  E.  Kunze,  M.  D. 

606  Third  Avenue,  bet.  39th  and  40th  Streets. 


:da:fl:o.q^w-  co. 

MANUFACTURERS  AND  IMPORTERS  OP 

Surgical  &  Orthopoedical  Instruments, 

TRUSSES,  SUPPORTERS,  ELASTIC  STOCKINGS, 

io.a  Shoulder  Braces,  Crutches,  &c. 

1237  BROADWAY,  cor.  30th.  St., 
(Adjoining  Wood's  Museum),  NEW  YORK. 


Mrs.  Willis's  Supporter. 


Dr.  F.  A.  Bun-all's  Illuminator  for  examining  the  Ear,  Throat, 
Urethea,  Uterus,  and  Rectum.  Nickel  plated.  Price  $25  00 
Thudichum's  Improved  Nasal  Douche  -  -  $2  90  to  3  50 
Portable  Hot  Air  Baths,  $u>  00.  Croup  Apparatus  -  5  00 
Hand  Ball  and  Steam  Atomizers,  various  designs,  $3  to  6  00 


DRESCHER'S  ELECTRO-GALVANIC  MACHINES,  &  GALVANIC  BATTERIES. 
MRS.  WILLIS'S   CELEBRATED  ABDOMINAL   SUPPORTERS,  THE  BEST  IN  USE. 
PRIVATE  ROOMS  FOR  LADIES,  WITH  LADY  ATTENDANTS,  At 

33 ARROW  &  CO.,  1227  Broadway. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  MEETING 
OF  THE  NATIONAL  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  delegates  to  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association  assembled  in  the  Hall  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association,  corner  of  Fourth.  Avenue  and 
Twenty-third  Street,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  on  the  4th  day 
of  October,  1871. 

FIRST  DAY. 

Oct.  4tii. — MORNING  Session. — The  Association  was  called 
to  order  at  9  o'clock,  by  the  President,  J.  W.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.    Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Willis. 

The  President  of  the  Association  then  addressed  the  delegates 
in  the  following  words  of  welcome : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen — Permit  me  on  this  occasion  for  my- 
self, and  in  behalf  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association, 
as  its  presiding  officer,  to  extend  to  you  a  hearty  and  a  generous 
welcome,  as  delegates  to  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Association. 
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As  members  of  the  great  body  of  liberal-minded  physicians,  it 
is  fitting  and  proper  that  we  convene  for  the  purpose  of  a  friendly 
interchange  of  thoughts  and  sentiments,  on  a  leading  and  highly 
important  subject:  that  of  medicine;  thus  mentally  benefiting 
each  other.  It  gladdens  the  heart  to  witness,  as  I  do  on  this  oc- 
casion, so  large  a  number  representing  the  several  States — North, 
South,  East,  and  West — who  have  come  to  the  Empire  City  of 
the  American  continent ;  not,  indeed,  from  motives  of  idle 
curiosity  ;  but  representatives  of  a  great  and  important  national 
idea — involving  important  interests  affecting  the  welfare  of  the 
human  family — representatives  of  progress  upon  a  subject  of 
more  than  ordinary  interest.  Many,  in  order  to  be  present  on 
this  occasion,  have  undoubtedly  made  great  sacrifices,  and  in- 
curred considerable  expense.  But  I  sincerely  trust  and  believe 
that  our  deliberations  will  so  abound  with  wisdom  and  harmony, 
that  all  will  return  to  their  homes,  well  satisfied,  and  without  a 
regret.  Nothing  is  more  calculated  to  enlarge  the  views  and  ex- 
alt the  ideas  of  the  mind  upon  any  subject  having  for  its  object 
the  welfare  of  the  human  family,  than  a  convention  of  men  and 
minds,  to  discuss  the  leading  measures  relating  thereto ;  and  es- 
pecially is  this  true  of  a  science  intimately  relating  to  the  welfare 
W  mankind  :  that  of  the  "Healing  Art." 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  again  permit  me  to  extend  to  each  and 
all  of  }^ou,  a  cordial  and  fraternal  welcome  to  this  great  commer- 
cial city,  whose  interests  and  trade  extend  to  nearly  all  parts  of 
the  habitable  globe ;  to  this  colossal  building  of  model  architec- 
ture ;  and  to  this  beautiful  hall,  dedicated  to  humanity  and 
Christianity.  And  here  I  beg  to  say,  that  while  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  provide  bountifully  in  our  hospitalities,  we  can  hardly  ex- 
pect to  excel  the  unbounded  munificence  of  our  friends  in  the 
West,  of  the  u  Great  Prairie  City,"  who  were  lavish  in  everything 
pertaining  to  comfort  and  diversion,  on  the  occasion  of  the  in- 
auguration of  this  Association  one  year  ago — and  which  I  doubt 
not  was  fully  appreciated  by  the  participants.  That  the  generos- 
ity of  the  friends,  in  .New  York  and  the  East  will  be  ample,  and 
prove  satisfactory,  I  fully  believe. 

In  conclusion,  I  sincerely  hope  our  deliberations  will  be  har- 
monious and  profitable,  that  all  may  be  benefited  thereby,  and 
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thus  strengthened  and  fortified  in  our  convictions;  that  we  may 
be  enabled  to  double  our  diligence  in  the  great  cause  of  human- 
ity; and  that  our  organization,  as  its  name  implies,  maybe 
strictly  national,  and  become  a  power  in  the  land,  by  having  its 
efforts  and  influence  strengthened,  and  become  firmly  established 
and  perpetuated. 

Professor  R.  S.  Newton,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  then  delivered  the 
following  address  of  welcome,  on  behalf  of  the  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  Societies: 

Jfr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association — It  is  made  my  pleasant  duty,  on  behalf  of  the 
members  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
and  the  members  of  the  Academy  of  Eclectic  Medicine  of  Brook- 
lyn, to  welcome  you  to  our  great  metropolis.  I  perform  this 
duty  the  more  heartily  because  I  know  you  do  not  come  merely 
as  individuals,  but  as  representatives  of  the  great  school  of  pro- 
gress, from  every  State  in  our  great  Union.  You  have  come  here 
to  promote  the  welfare,  and  advance  the  interests  of  Eclecticism, 
without  regard  to  any  particular  locality.  I  have  been  com- 
manded  to  give  you  a  cordial  and  fraternal  greeting,  and  to 
welcome  you  as  our  honored  guests.  The  bodies  I  represent 
appreciate  your  presence  here  to-day  in  the  Association,  and  they 
desire  to  show  that  appreciation  by  every  act  of  courtesy  and 
hospitality. 

This  being  the  second  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  of 
representative  men,  composed  of  delegates  from  as  many  of  our 
States,  consisting  of  so  many  leading  members  of  our  School  of 
Medicine,  the  earnest,  thoughtful  practitioners  of  our  profession, 
the  advocates  of  progress  in  every  department,  not  only  in  the 
great  school  of  medical  science,  but  of  every  growing  interest  in 
our  great  American  Republic,  will,  I  am  sure,  not  only  give  dig- 
nity to  the  Association,  but  a  proper  consideration  to  the  various 
subjects  which  will  come  under  discussion.  Your  delegates, 
gentlemen,  will  discuss  every  subject  connected  with  your  pro- 
fession, and  all  discussions  will  have  special  reference  to  the 
fundamental  principles  of  co-operation  and  progress,  and  to  the 
grand  object  ever  had  in  view  by  all  lovers  of  human,  scientific, 
and  medical  advancement. 
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This  association  meets  for  the  specific  object  of  promoting  all 
the  interests  of  the  medical  profession,  excluding  all  views  of  a 
selfish,  exclusive,  sectional,  or  partisan  character.  Eclecticism 
gathers  around  its  broad  banner  men  of  broad  views,  uninfluenced 
by  local  influence  or  narrow  prejudices.  The  interests  of  the 
great  medical  profession,  the  interests  of  the  human  family,  in 
whatever  pertains  to  its  welfare,  should  be  the  centralizing  and 
all-vitalizing  source  of  action  to  all  who  take  part  in  the  great 
work  of  conservative  progress.  To  11  hold  fast  that  which  is 
good,"  and  earnestly  seek  for  the  better,  is  the  motto  of  every 
eclectic  in  philosophy,  in  religion,  and  in  medicine. 

The  rapid  development,  wonderful  growth  and  grand  achieve- 
ments of  Eclectic  Medicine,  should  call  forth  our  gratitude  to  the 
author  of  "  every  good  and  perfect  gift." 

The  very  name  of  "  Medical  Eeform  "  awakens  vivid  recollec- 
tions in  the  mind  of  every  member  of  the  profession.  The  time 
has  come  when  the  medical  profession  in  all  its  relations  to  soci- 
ety, to  government,  and  to  itself,  must  be  free,  independent,  and 
untrammelled.  No  law  or  dogma  should  be  interposed  to  prevent 
each  and  every  professional  man  from  enjoying  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  guaranteed  to  all  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States — the  grand  charter  of  human  rights. 

You  should  labor,  gentlemen,  to  sweep  away  every  embarrass- 
ment caused  by  restrictions  of  any  kind.  It  is  surprising  that 
while  the  medical  profession  has  contributed  so  largely  to  increase 
the  sum  of  human  happiness  and  advance  the  general  welfare, 
there  is  so  much  indifference  felt  by  the  public  toward  it,  and 
physicians  are  looked  upon  as  a  necessary  evil,  to  be  tolerated 
because  they  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  Progress  in  science,  the  fine 
and  the  mechanic  arts,  and  agriculture,  is  regarded  as  the  natural 
result  of  Providence  in  the  world's  development,  whereby  all 
things  subserve  the  purposes  of  the  Almighty  Kuler,  and  these 
activities  should  be  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  public.  The 
medical  profession  must  labor  and  wait  for  a  better  day. 

New  York  City  is  the  home  of  medical  reform.    From  hence  it 
has  spread  from  state  to  state,  until  every  town  and  city  feels  its 
influence  for  good  ;  and,  conscious  of  our  proud  position  in  the 
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relation  she  sustains  to  medical  reform,  she  hails  every  son  of  pro- 
gress ;  and  in  her  name  I  bid  you  a  hearty  welcome  to-day. 

The  Minutes  of  the  First  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Association 
were  read,  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  President  appointed  the  following  committee  on 
credentials,  viz. : 

J.  H.  Johnson,  N.  Y. ;  M.  F.  Linguist,  Conn.  ;  W.  S.  Johnson, 
Vt.  ;  L.  A.  Shattuck,  Maine;  A.  Potter,  Ohio:  H.  Wohlge- 
muth, 111.;  J.  11.  Duncan,  Iowa;  Alex.  Thompson,  Pa.;  Henry 
Long,  Ind. 

The  committee  retired,  and  after  an  hour's  absence  reported 
the  names  of  eighty  delegates  who  were  eligible  to  membership 
and  seats  in  the  Association. 

The  report  was  accepted,  the  committee  continued,  and  the  del- 
egates voted  for  and  elected  by  states. 

On  motion,  all  newly  elected  members  were  requested  to  com- 
plete their  membership  by  signing  the  constitution  and  paying 
the  initiation  fee. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  till  1J  o'clock  P.  If. 

Afternoon  Session. — 1  \  o'clock  p.  if.,  Association  called  to 
order  by  Pres.  Johnson  in  the  chair. 

Committee  on  Credentials  reported  further,  recommending 
twent}^  delegates  for  membership. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  all  the  officers  of  the  Association  and 
all  presidents  of  state  societies  present,  be  requested  to  take  seats 
on  the  platform. 

On  motion,  the  President  appointed  a  committee  of  one  dele- 
gate from  each  State  represented,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  nomi- 
nate officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  that  said  committee  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  the  Association  on  Friday  morning. 

COMMITTEE  APPOINTED. 

E.  S.  Newton,  N.  Y.  ;  II.  G.  Newton,  Mass.  ;  X.  R  Martin, 
Maine;  Jas.  H.  Robinson,  Conn.;  A.  P.  Brown,  Yt.  :  Alex. 
Thompson,  Pa. ;  A.  Potter,  Ohio ;  Y.  A.  Baker,  Mich.  :  J.  W. 
Parrish,  Ind.;  L.  C.  Washburne,  111. ;  C.  E.  AVithim,  Iowa;  E. 
S.  McClellan,  N.  J. ;  II.  L.  Matthews,  Neb. 
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REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

John  Stowe,  of  Mass.,  read  an  able  report  on  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Medicine,  and  R  S.  Newton  read  a  report  on  the  Pro 
gress  of  Surgery  during  the  last  half  century. 

H.  D.  Garrison,  of  111.,  made  a  verbal  report  on  the  present 
status  of  Chemistry,  and  also  spoke  on  the  subject  of  a  National 
Pharmacopoeia. 

E.  S.  Newton,  in  behalf  of  the  Eclectic  physicians  of  New  York 
and  Brooklyn,  extended  invitations  to  all  present  to  visit  Wood's 
Museum  from  four  to  six,  and  the  American  Institute  Industrial 
Fair  at  8  o'clock  P.  M. ;  also  to  participate  in  a  steamboat  excur- 
sion, and  to  visit  the  charitable  institutions  of  New  York  on 
Thursday. 

The  invitations  were  accepted,  and  tickets  distributed  to  all 
present. 

On  motion  the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  Thurs- 
day evening  at  7  o'clock  p.  M. 

SECOND  DAY. 

THE  EXCURSION. 

was  admirably  managed  and  proved  a  grand  success.  At  half- 
past  9  on  Thursday  morning  the  steamer  Seth  Low,  at  Peck  Slip, 
took  on  board  a  goodly  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  then 
steamed  up  to  the  pier  at  the  foot  of  Twenty-sixth  street  where  a 
large  delegation  came  on  board.  The  party,  numbering  just  200 
persons,  being  complete,  the  lines  were  cast  off  and  the  day's  in- 
structive pleasure  had  fairly  commenced.  The  smoky  fog  of  a 
charming  Indian  summer  day  hung  over  the  landscape  and  veiled 
everything  with  a  softening  haze,  which  smoothed  away  all  as- 
perities ;  a  gentle  breeze  ruffled  the  water,  and  the  rays  of  the 
autumn  sun  warmed  without  burning. 

The  first  landing  was  at  Randall's  Island,  and  on  approaching 
the  wharf  the  boys  were  seen  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  party, 
drawn  up  in  military  array.  The  visitors,  with  Commissioner 
Owen  Brennan  as  a  guide,  and  escorted  by  the  battalion,  marched 
across  the  island  to  the  boy's  drill  ground,  where  they  witnessed 
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the  fine  military  drill  of  the  little  fellows.  One  of  the  boys, 
named  Thomas  Lynch,  welcomed  the  visitors  with  a  handsomely 
delivered  little  speech,  and  was  responded  to  by  Dr.  Jno.  W. 
Johnson,  the  President. 

The  next  move  was  to  visit  the  department  of  the  smaller  boys, 
to  look  at  them  in  their  holiday  clothes  and  listen  to  their  well- 
executed  choruses.  Here  Mr.  Win.  Stevens,  the  Warden,  ex- 
plained the  nature  of  the  various  institutions  upon  the  Island  and 
their  management,  and  Professor  K.  A.  Gunn,  of  Illinois,  made  a 
few  remarks  expressing  the  pleasure  experienced  by  the  visitors 
in  being  able  to  inspect  such  admirably-conducted  institutions. 
At  the  department  of  the  large  girls,  two  choruses  were  sung  by 
the  children,  a  duet  was  admirably  rendered  by  Misses  Mary  A. 
Doyle  and  Annie  Brown,  and  a  few  remarks  made  by  Professor 
Allen.  The  other  departments  were  then  visited,  and  the  party 
returned  to  the  boat. 

A  brief  stop  was  made  at  Ward's  Island,  where  the  hospitals 
and  quarters  established  by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
were  visited,  every  attention  being  shown  by  the  officers  in  charge, 
especially  by  Dr.  John  Dwyer,  the  Eesident  Surgeon. 

A  short  visit  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  on  Randall's  Island,  where 
Mr.  James  W.  Smythe,  the  Waiden,  did  the  honors,  was  the  last 
visit  made,  and  the  steamer  was  then  headed  for  Sandy  Hook  ; 
but  on  approaching  the  Lower  Quarantine  the  setting  sun  inti- 
mated the  necessity  of  a  return,  and  soon  the  party  were  again  at 
Peck  Slip.  To  nearly  all,  the  trip  was  a  novelty,  and  to  all  it 
was  a  source  of  unmingled  pleasure. 

The  Committee  in  charge  of  the  excursion,  whose  unremitting 
attentions  to  their  guests  contributed  largely  to  the  pleasures  of 
the  day,  were  Drs.  E.  S.  Newton,  John  H.  Johnston,  J.  M.  Corn- 
ins,  and  B.  J.  Stow. 

Thursday,  Oct.  5th,  7  o'clock,  p.  m. — Association  called  to 
order  by  President  Johnson  in  the  chair. 

C.  Edwin  Miles,  of  Mass.,  chairman  of  committee  onGynrcchol- 
ogy,  read  an  able  report,  on  that  subject,  whieh  was  warmly  re- 
ceived by  all  present. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Jas.  W.  Cowdrey,  of  IncL,  expressing 
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regrets  at  being  unable  to  be  present,  and  wishing  the  Association 
ever}r  success. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Dr.  Cowdrey,  for 
the  kindly  expressions  of  his  letter. 

The  audience  was  favored  with  some  well  selected  and  admira- 
bly rendered  music  by  Mr.  Antonio  Mora,  after  which  the  public 
meeting  was  inaugurated  with  prayer  b}~  Rev.  C.  C.  Goss. 

Eev.  E.  C.  Sweetser  was  introduced  and  delivered  an  excellent 
address,  which  will  appear  in  full  in  the  published  transactions  of 
the  Association. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Sweetser  for 
his  able  address,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication. 

THIRD  DAY. 

Friday,  Oct.  6th. — Association  called  to  order  at  9  o'clock 
A.  31.  by  President  Johnson  in  the  chair. 

Minutes  of  previous  day  read  and  approved. 

The  committee  on  nominations  reported  the  following  persons 
for  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 

J.  R.  Duncan,  Iowa. — President. 

C.  Edwin  Miles,  Mass., — 1st  Vice-president. 

Alex.  Thompson,  Pa., — 2d  Vicepresxdent. 

Y.  A.  Baker,  Mich., — 3d  Vice-president. 

R.  A.  Gunn,  111., — Recording  Secretary. 

J.  M.  Comins,  N.  Y., —  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Benj.  J.  Stow,  N".  Y., — Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Alex.  Wilder,  of  X.  Y.,  the  Association  accepted 
the  Act  of  Incorporation,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  P.  W.  Allen,  the  election  of  officers  was  proceeded 
with  by  ballot,  and  all  the  officers  nominated  were  duly  elected. 

The  President  elect  was  then  conducted  to  the  chair,  and 
thanked  the  convention  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him  in 
electing  him  to  the  office. 

Ex-President  Johnson  then  delivered  a  very  able  address  on 
retiring  from  the  chair. 
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On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Dr.  Johnson  for, 
his  address,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication. 

On  motion,  the  officers  elect  were  requested  to  take  seats  on  the 
platform. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  select  a 
place  for  holding  the  next  annual  meeting. 

The  President  appointed  the  same  committee  that  acted  on 
nominations. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  $2.00  be  the  amount  of  annual 
dues. 

Prof.  Paine,  of  Philadelphia,  being  called  upon,  delivered  a  brief 
but  very  appropriate  address. 

The  committee  on  location  reported  Cleveland,  0.,  the  place, 
and  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  September,  the  time  for  holding  the 
next  meeting. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  report  be  accepted ;  moved  in  amend- 
ment that  the  time  be  the  second  Wednesday  in  September. 
Amendment  lost. 
Motion  carried. 

On  motion  Association  adjourned  till  1J  o'clock  P.  M. 
H  o'clock,  p.  M. — Association  called  to  order  by  President 
Duncan. 

S.  B.  Munn,  of  Conn.,  made  a  verbal  report  on  the  present  status 
of  Eclecticism  in  Connecticut. 

H.  G.  New  ton  also  read  a  report  on  the  same  subject  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  above  named  gentle- 
men for  their  able  reports. 

R.  S.  Newton,  in  a  short  address,  announced  the  death  of  A.  W. 
Russell. 

A  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  of 
sympathy  to  be  forwarded  to  his  bereaved  family. 

EL  G.  Newton,  P.  W.  Allen  and  Alex.  Wilder,  were  appointed 
such  committee. 

A  letter  was  read  from  0.  E.  Newton,  of  Cincinnati,  and  on 
motion  it  was  received  and  placed  on  record. 

W.  S.  Johnson,  of  Yt.,  read  a  report  from  that  State  on  Ec- 
lecticism. 
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On  motion,  the  report  was  received,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
tendered  to  Dr.  Johnson  for  the  same. 

John  Stowe,  of  Mass.,  introduced  an  apparatus  for  treat- 
ing fractures  of  the  lower  jaw;  also  one  for  fractures  of  the 
clavicle. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Professor  P.  W".  Allen,  from  the  Committee  appointed,  reported 
the  following,  which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Society  now  as- 
sembled in  the  City  of  New  York,  having  received  the  announce- 
ment of  the  death  of  Dr.  A.  W.  Eussell,  of  Albany,  on  the  31st 
of  July  last,  desire  emphatically  to  express  our  most  sincere  grief 
at  the  loss  of  so  useful  and  distinguished  a  brother  physician. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  recognizes  in  the  disease  of  Dr.  Rus- 
sell the  loss  of  one  of  the  early,  constant,  and  most  devoted  friends 
of  Reform  Medicine,  both  in  the  State  of  New  York  and  through- 
out our  common  country  ;  the  loss  of  one  whose  moral  qualities, 
intelligent  culture,  social  graces  and  professional  attainments  had 
deeply  attached  us. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  entered  upon  our 
records,  be  published  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Review,  and  be  sent 
to  his  afflicted  family. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  M.  M.  Fenner,  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  in 
convention  assembled  in  the  City  of  New  York,  recognizes  the 
present  and  growing  evil  of  intemperance,  and  that  its  members 
hereby  pledge  themselves  in  their  individual  as  well  as  corporate 
capacity  to  use  their  influence  in  every  way  proper  for  its  abate- 
ment and  suppression. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  is  pained  to  have  to  acknowl- 
edge that  certain  men  of  the  country  who  call  themselves  eclectic 
doctors,  have,  in  time  past,  and,  doubtless,  are  still  selling  the 
diplomas  of  doctors  of  medicine  to  persons  unauthorized  to  re-, 
ceive  them;  and  that  we  hereby  pronounce  our  ^  unqualitied 
condemnation  of  such  unlawful  and  wicked  proceedings,  as  well 
as  against  all  doctors  and  colleges  concerned  therein. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  represents  over  eight  thousand 
competent  practitioners  of  medicine  throughout  the  United  States 
and  Canadas,  who  are  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  stigma  thus 
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liable  to  attach  to  the  name  that  designates  our  branch  of  the 
profession  on  account  of  such  sale  of  medical  diplomas. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  pledges  its  influence  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  highest  standard  of  medical  education  consist- 
ent with  law  and  the  customs  of  the  times. 

Resolved,  That  the  growing  evil  of  the  practice  of  abortion, 
perpetrated,  as  we  believe,  by  the  off-shoots  from  every  branch  of 
the  profession,  is  an  abuse  justly  alarming  to  society;  and  that 
we  herein*  record  our  unqualified  condemnation  of  this  wicked 
and  criminal  practice,  and  also  of  all  physicians,  of  whatever 
school,  who  engage  in  it, 

Resolved,  That  while  this  convention  is  in  favor  of  the  largest 
liberty  in  respect  to  the  business  of  the  profession,  we  nevertheless 
desire  to  express  our  disapproval  of  the  vending  by  physicians  of 
patent  or  proprietary  remedies,  or  of  boastful  advertisements  in 
whatever  sense,  whether  in  the  public  press  or  in  medical  jour- 
nals. 

Robert  S.  Newton,  Chairman  of  the  Publishing  Committee,  re- 
ported the  transactions  of  the  first  meeting,  and  accompanying 
historical  matter,  as  nearly  ready  for  publication. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received,  and  the  committee  con- 
tinued, with  instructions  to  publish  the  same,  together  with  Trans- 
actions of  second  annual  meeting. 

P.  S.  Newton  announced  that  the  Eclectic  Medical  Associa- 
tion of  Great  Britain  was  about  to  hold  a  convention,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following : 

Resolved,  That  we  send  a  greeting:  to  the  Eclectic  Medical  Asso- 
ciation  of  Great  Britain,  and  recognize  their  efforts  in  behalf  of 
liberal  medicine  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  as  a  proof 
of  our  heartfelt  sympathy  and  co-operation  we  appoint  a  delegate 
to  represent  this  body  at  our  next  annual  meeting. 

P.  A.  Morrow,  of  New  York,  was  selected  as  such  delegate, 
and  on  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the  British  Association  be  in- 
vited to  send  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  at  Cleveland. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  H.  D.  Garrison,  E.  S.  McClellan, 
J.  Milton  Sanders,  and  T.  L.  A.  Grove  be  appointed  a  Committee 
to  prepare  a  Pharmacopoeia. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  forward  bills  for  the 
annual  dues  to  each  member  who  may  be  in  arrears. 

Several  papers  were  submitted  and  accepted  by  title. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  tendered  to  the  Commissioners  of  Char- 
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ity,  Press  reporters,  music,  officers  of  the  Association,  and  the 
Eclectic  Physicians  of  New  York  and  Brooklyn. 
On  motion,  Association  adjourned. 

The  supper  was  the  last,  but  not  the  least  entertaining  of  the 
exercises.  The  tables  were  handsomely  decorated,  and  the  bill  of 
fare  most  elaborate,  the  Committee  having  given  the  caterer  a 
carte  blanch,  excepting  only  wines. 

A  blessing  having  been  invoked  by  Eev.  J.  S.  Willis,  physical 
refreshment  occupied  the  undivided  attention  of  all  for  an  hour 
or  more. 

TOASTS. 

The  President  then  gave 

1st.  The  President  of  the  United  States. — Eesponse  by 
Mr.  H.  L.  Stuart,  of  .  New  York. 

2d.  The  Charitable  Institutions  of  New  York. — Eesponse 
by  J.  W.  Johnson,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  the  retiring  President  of 
the  Association. 

3d.  The  Eclectic  Physicians  of  New  York  City  and 
Brooklyn. — Eesponse  by  E.  S.  Newton,  of  New  York,  and 
by  Dr.  H.  E.  Firth,  of  Brooklyn. 

4th.  The  East. — Eesponse  by  John  Stowe,  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

5th.  The  West. — Eesponse  by  J.  E.  Ducan,  of  Iowa,  President 
of  the  Association. 

6th.  Eclecticism. — Eesponse  by  E.  A.  Gunn,  Secretary  of 

the  Association. 

7th.  The  Lady  Physicians  of  America. — Eesponse  by  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Hayden,  M.  D. 

8th.  The  Clergy. — Eesponse  by  Eev.  J.  S.  Willis,  of  the 
Seventh  Street  Methodist  Church,  New  York. 

9th.  The  Press.— Eesponse  by  Mr.  George  M.  Chester,  of 
Pomeroy's  Democrat. 

10th.  Chicago,  the  Birth-place  of  this  Association. — Ee- 
sponse by  H.  D.  Garrison,  of  Illinois. 

The  responses  were  happy  and  well-timed.  After  a  short  speech 
by  Eev.  Mr.  Goss,  the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  at  Cleveland, 
on  the  4th  Wednesday  of  September,  1872. 
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THE  RADICAL  CURE  OF  VARICOCELE. 

BY   R.  A.  GUNN,  It  D., 

PROFESSOR    OF    ANATOMY  IN    THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

NEW  YORK. 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  varicocele,  as  de- 
scribed by  the  various  surgical  writers,  will  recognize  the  frequent 
necessity  for  its  radical  cure,  and  when  we  have  decided  that  a 
cure  should  be  attempted,  we  owe  it  as  a  duty  to  ourselves,  and 
our  patient,  that  we  select  that  method  which  is  attended  with  the 
least  amount  of  pain  or  danger. 

The  two  following  cases,  from  my  case-book,  will  illustrate  the 
methods  of  operating  usually  employed  at  the  present  day,  and 
the  accidents  that  are  likely  to  result  during  the  treatment. 

Case  1. — T  L  ,  set.  twenty-five,  by  occupation  a  mill- 
wright, had,  from  the  age  of  puberty,  been  affected  with  varico- 
cele, lie  consulted  us  about  the  1st  of  June,  1871,  in  relation  to 
an  operation  for  its  cure.  Complained  of  frequent  escape  of  semen, 
and  feared  the  destruction  of  the  testicle  if  left  untreated. 

July  1. — After  placing  patient  under  the  influence  of  chloro- 
form, with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Spray,  I  proceeded  to  oper- 
ate, as  follows :  The  scrotum  was  rendered  tense  by  grasping  it  be- 
hind, and  an  incision  made  over  the  anterior  part  of  the  varicocele 
through  the  different  tunics,  till  the  enlarged  vessels  were  exposed  to 
view.  These  were  then  carefully  separated  from  the  duct,  artery 
and  nerves,  and  a  ligature  passed  around  them,  above  the  enlarged 
portion,  and  firmly  tied.  The  ends  of  the  ligature  were  allowed  to 
hang  from  the  wound,  which  was  drawn  together  by  suture.  In 
forty-eight  hours  after  the  operation,  we  undertook  to  open  the 
wound  and  remove  the  ligature,  but  in  cutting  the  thread  a  por- 
tion of  it  remained  in  the  wound.  A  discharge  continued  for  sev- 
eral days,  when  the  remaining  portion  of  the  ligature  presented  it- 
self at  the  opening  of  the  wound  and  was  removed. 

July  10. — The  wound  was  entirely  healed,  and  the  size  of  clot 
somewhat  diminished.  Strapped  the  testicle,  and  continued  the 
same  till  July  20th,  when  the  clot  had  almost  entirely  disap- 
peared. 
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Case  2. — F.  L.  P  ,  aat.  thirty,  a  merchant  by  occupation, 

had  suffered  with  varicocele  from  boyhood.  The  veins  were  very 
large,  and  patient  frequently  experienced  considerable  pain  after 
walking.  On  June  25th  placed  the  patient  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform,  and  proceeded  to  operate.  Separated  the  vas  deferens 
and  spermatic  arteries  from  the  veins,  keeping  the  latter  forward  ; 
passed  a  needle,  armed  with  a  silver  wire,  between  the  veins  and 
the  vas  defer  ens,  beginning  on  the  outside  of  the  scrotum  and  bring- 
ing it  out  on  the  inner  side  of  the  cord.  Then  we  pushed  the  veins 
back,  allowing  them  to  carry  a  loop  of  the  wire  with  them,  while  the 
needle  is  made  to  re-enter  the  orifice  of  exit  from  the  scrotum,  and 
is  brought  out  at  the  point  where  it  first  entered.  Thus  a  loop  of 
wire  was  made  to  pass  completely  round  the  veins,  inside  the  scro- 
tum, but  involving  no  part  of  the  skin  or  fascia.  The  wire  was  then 
twisted  sufficiently  tight  to  strangulate  the  veins,  and  the  ends 
twisted  in  the  opposite  direction,  around  a  piece  of  lint.  A  clot 
formed  at  the  distal  side  of  the  wire.  The  lint  was  turned  every 
day  to  give  the  wire  an  additional  twist,  but  at  the  end  of  ten  days 
the  wire  broke,  leaving  a  piece  of  the  loop  within  the  scrotum.  To 
remove  the  piece  of  wire,  an  incision  was  made  through  the  scro- 
tum, and  after  some  difficulty  the  wire  was  seized  with  a  forceps 
and  removed.  The  next  day,  July  6th,  a  considerable  amount  of 
swelling  was  present,  which  continued  till  the  16th.  From  this 
time  the  wound  began  to  heal,  and  was  entirely  closed  by  the 
20th. 

July  22. — Patient  much  better,  and  the  clot  greatly  dimin- 
ished. 

July  25. — Patient  dismissed  with  but  a  slight  hardness  along  the 
course  of  diseased  veins. 

Sometimes  the  operation,  as  described  in  case  1,  is  modified  by 
cutting  the  veins  entirely  off  at  the  time  the  ligature  is  removed 
but  this  is  so  often  attended  with  fatal  results,  that  it  is  almost  en- 
tirely abandoned. 

In  case  2  my  object  was  to  continue  the  twisting  of  the  wire  till 
it  had  cut  through  the  veins,  when  it  would  come  away  without 
breaking.  When  this  can  be  done,  the  operation  is  comparatively 
a  painless  one,  and  if  we  could  guard  against  accident,  we  could 
not  wish  for  a  better  method  of  treating  such  cases. 
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With  the  view  of  guarding  against  the  delay  occasioned  by  the 
accidents  in  the  above  cases,  I  concluded  to  try  another  method  on  . 
a  case  that  presented  itself  before  the  others  were  entirely  well,  and 
the  result  can  be  seen  in 

Ca?e  3# — J  B  ,  8Bt  twenty-two,  had  a  medium-sized 

varicocele,  and  of  late  he  began  to  experience  some  pain  after 
slight  exertion. 

jul  v  10. — Proceeded  to  operate,  making  an  incision  the  same  as 
in  case  1,  but  instead  of  using  a  common  ligature,  I  used  one  of 
carbolized  cat-gut,  cutting  it  off  close  to  the  veins,  and  closing  the 
wound  over  it  completely.  The  wound  healed  kindly,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  walking  around  in  a  week  after  the  operation.  The  clot 
was  entirely  absorbed  after  two  weeks  strapping  of  the  testicle,  and 
the  patient  was  discharged,  cured,  on  July  30th. 

The  use  of  the  carbolized  cat  gut  has  been  demonstrated  in  the 
ligation  of  arteries,  and,  with  the  result  of  the  above  case  as  a  sin- 
gle  instance,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  prove  superior 
to  any  other  method  for  the  radical  cure  of  varicocele. 

The  antiseptic  properties  of  the  carbolic  acid  prevent  the  cat- 
gut from  becoming  a  nucleus  for  the  production  of  septic  poison, 
while  it  is  so  changed  by  contact  with  the  surrounding  tissues 
that  it  is  assorbed  the  same  as  any  other  abnormal  deposit. 

I  trust  that  all  who  give  this  method  of  operating  on  varicocele 
a  trial,  will  report  the  result  of  their  experiments  for  the  benefit  of 
the  profession. 


PERISCOPE. 

Supra-Pubic  Puncture  of  the  Urinary  Bladder  by  a  sailor  while  at 

sei. 

[Reported  by  S.  SEXTON,  M.  D.,  Xeio  YorI;.~] 

The  following  case  was  brought  to  my  notice  by  Capt.  Isaac 
Coombs,  of  the  bark  Anna  Walsh ,  now  in  this  port. 

At  my  request  Capt.  Coombs  sent  the  hero  of  the  operation  to 
my  oflicc,  and  the  statement  is  almost  in  his  own  words.  He  is 
a  very  intelligent  Scotchman. 

B.  R  M.  is  mate  of  the  Anna  Walsh,  and  states  that  she  left 
Newport,  Wales,  for  New  York,  June  8th,  1871. 
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At  the  time  of  sailing  M.  was  using  a  catheter  for  an  old  ure- 
thral stricture. 

On  the  15th  of  June  he  experienced  some  difficulty  in  intro- 
ducing the  catheter  and  used  more  force  than  usual.  The  urine, 
which  had  previously  been  dribbling  away,  now  ceased  to  flow. 
This  was  in  the  morning.  About  four  o'clock,  p.  M.,  the  pain 
became  very  severe,  and  the  bladder  painfully  distended. 

He"now  resorted  to  hot  baths,  and  again  attempted  in  vain  to 
introduce  a  catheter,  this  time  a  smaller  one. 

He  describes  the  agony  as  being  intense.  Injections  per  rectum 
of  a  strong  decoction  of  tobacco  were  now  tried.  They  made 
him  very  sick,  but  gave  no  relief  to  the  stricture.  He  also  took 
of  the  muriated  tr.  of  iron  ten  drops  every  twenty  minutes,  as 
well  as  several  teaspoonful  doses  of  sweet  spirits  of  nitre  and 
some  laudanum. 

At  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. ,  he  told  Captain  Coombs  he  would 
have  to  cut  into  the  bladder.  To  accomplish  this,  the  Captain's 
pen-knife  was  brought  into  requisition.  The  blade  used  was  a 
small  one,  about  two  inches  in  length  and  round  at  the  point ;  it 
was  sharpened  by  one  of  the  sailors. 

While  standing,  M.  seized  the  knife  and  plunged  it  into  his 
bladder  just  above  the  pubic  symphysis  ;  the  blade  was  held  tran- 
versely  and  pointed  somewhat  downward.  The  opening  was  then 
enlarged  by  moving  the  point  of  the  blade  from  side  to  side 
several  times.    The  blade  had  been  driven  in  as  far  as  it  would 

s°-  .     .      : - 

Upon  withdrawing  the  blade  there  was  an  escape  of  urine  and 
blood,  producing  great  relief.  M.  was  now  placed  upon  the  bed 
much  exhausted  from  the  suffering  and  excitement,  as  well  as 
from  the  sedatives  and  narcotics  taken  during  the  day. 

The  captain  now  attempted  to  introduce  a  German  silver  ca- 
theter into  the  bladder  through  the  wound,  but,  owing  to  the 
changed  position  of  the  sufferer,  was  unable  to  do  so.  He  then 
used  a  thumb-lancet  and  passed  it  into  the  wound  as  far  as  the 
blade  and  handles  would  go,  working  the  point  about  from  side 
to  side.  After  withdrawing  the  lancet  he  succeeding  in  passing 
the  catheter  into  the  bladder. 

M.  now  slept  for  several  hours,  and  on  waking  found  several 
blankets  much  saturated  with  urine  which  had  flowed  out  through 
the  catheter. 

After  wearing  the  catheter  in  the  opening  for  two  or  three 
days,  the  urine  gradually  began  to  pass  through  the  urethra. 

On  the  fourth  day  suppuration  was  established  and  was  very 
free,  about  eight  ounces  discharging  daily.  This  continued  for 
about  ten  days,  during  which  time  warm  bread,  poultices  were 
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kept  on.  the  wound  and  changed  three  or  four  times  daily 
tfecluig  much  better  he  got  up,  but  was  soon  compelled  to  return 
nf  9QS  i  i  6  slWurat''011  was  again  very  free.  At  the  end 
of28  days  he  was  well.    There  was  an  indurated  circle  around 

a      red    ' diameter>  which  gradually  dis- 

«xS£(dSP 21st'      he,is  in  very  g00d  health; the  ci<*- 

tra .looks  well,  a  very  little  tenderness  on  pressure  over  the  tract 
ot  the  wound. 

I  trust  no  apology  is  needed  for  reporting  this  interesting  case 
Although  M  selected  the  least  favorable  method  of  the  four  for 
puncturing  the  urinary  bladder  for  retention  of  urine,  vet  it  was 
probably  the  easiest  for  him  to  perform  upon  himself.  Prof 
dross  states  that  he  has  never  performed  this  operation  but  twice 
and  neither  time  upon  his  own  patient.- Cmcinnati  Medical  Re- 


Yelloiv  Fever. 

Epidemics  in  Charleston,  S.  C.-Statistics  from  1700. 

The  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Courier  insists  that  the  evidence  thus  far  i, 
conclusive  that  whatever  fever  has  prevailed  in  that  citv  this  year  L 
owing  entirely  to  local  causes  and  the  want  of  proper  attention  to  tl  e 
hygiene  of  the  city,  and  that  there  has  been  nothing  epidemic  in  i  s 
character.    The  Courier  also  gives  the  subjoined  into  res  i, '  !,< ' 
tics,  relating  to  the  health  of  the  city  in  former  years,  expl  linnnM  at 
i    s  indebted  for  them  to  IIicwitts',  Rahsat's  and  Sbecut'sW^ 
lies  Drayton's  Memoirs  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  various 
medical  journals,  but  more  especially  to  an  able  and  MtelMgent  work 
puh  ished  in  18*9,  under  the  name  of  the  Census  of  the  City  con, 
I'd-  byDrs.-J0HN  L.  Dawson  and  Hkmiy  W.  I,e  L^  Uk 
or   m    Il""C  of  a  destructive  kind  in  Charleston  was  in  1099 
or    1,00,  which   year  is   not  ascertained.    This  was  called  "the 
plagne,"  and  destroyed  a  great  many  people,  the  number  mtkaown 

stil^^TpU1^      ' wh" simi,ar      -l  - 

I72.8;  Twenty-five  years  elapsed,  during  which  no  mention  is  made 
of  epidemic  sickness,  when  the  disease  of  1700  and  1703  appeared 
and  was  called  yellow  fever.  "ppearea, 

1732  It  began  in  May  and  continued  until  October.  Dnrinn  its 
severest  period  eight  to  twelve  died  daily.  The  population  of  t  ?citv 
was  then  about  10,000.  1  uty 

1739.  It  appeared,  but  not  violently ;  also,  in  17*5  and  174^  witl, 
some  seventy,  but  the  deaths  cannot  be  ascertained  ' 
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1753  and  1755.  A  few  sporadic  cases  appeared,  after  which,  until 
1792 — some  writers  say  1794 — a  new  series  of  epidemics  commenced, 
appearing  in  1795,  1796,  1797  and  1799,  when  239  died;  1800,  184 
deaths;  1802,  96  deaths;  1804,  148  deaths;  1807,  162  deaths.  The 
population  df  the  City  at  these  periods  was  about  20,000. 

The  fever  passed  then  over  the  ten  succeeding  years. 

1817.  There  were  270  deaths,  of  whom  a  great  many  were 
children. 

1819.  There  were  176  deaths  of  yellow  fever. 

1820.  A  few  sporadic  cases. 

1824.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-one  died  of  fever,  and  this  year  it 
reached  Sullivan's  Island,  causing  many  deaths. 

1827.  Sixty-two  deaths;  1828,  twenty-six  deaths;  1830,  thirty-one 
deaths. 

1834.  Forty-nine  deaths  ;  1835,  twenty-four  deaths. 

1838.  The  year  of  the  great  fire ;  the  fever  was  destructive,  caus- 
ing the  death  of  353  persons.    Population,  30,000. 

1839.  One  hundred  and  thirty-three  deaths — the  fever  epidemic. 
From  this  date,  for  ten  years,  the  city  maintained  a  high  state  of 
health. 

1849.  A  sickness  prevailed  strikingly  similar  to  that  existing  now. 
The  weather  was  followed  by  heavy  rain.  The  beginning  and  pro- 
gress of  the  disease — the  gradual  change  into  a  very  "  mild  type  of 
yellow,"  or  a  "  broken  bone,"  or  a  "  bilious  attack,"  were  all  like  this 
season.  The  fever  began  1st  August,  and  ended  1st  October;  123 
died.    During  its  progress  there  was  very  little  alarm  and  no  panic. 

1852.  An  epidemic  prevailed;  280  died. 

1854.    Was  a  severe  year  ;  624  died. 

1 856.  There  were  206  deaths. 

1858.  The  most  distressing  sickness  ever  known  here  prevailed, 
when  680  died. 

1864.  There  was  some  sickness. 

The  population  in  1858  was  about  45,000.  The  "  Neck"  had  been 
annexed  in  1850. 

What  were  the  causes  which  prevented  yellow  fever  from  appear- 
ing among  us  to  any  great  extent  from  1703  to  1728,  from  1739  to 
1792,  from  1807  to  1817,  from  1839  to  1849,  from  1858  to  1871? 
This  presents  an  interesting  question. 


MicheVs  Method  of  Removing  Tumors. 

The  Lancet  gives  the  following  details  of  M.  Michel's  process 
for  the  removal  of  external  tumors  : 

The  preparation  used  in  all  cases  where  the  tumor  can  be 
reached  externally  is  made  in  the  following  way  : 
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"Asbestos,  as  soft  and  free  from  grit  as  possible,  is  reduced  by 
rubbing  between  the  hands  to  the  finest  possible  fleecy  powder. 
It  is  then  mixed  thoroughly  with  three  times  its  own  weight  of 
strong  sulphuric  acid  (SO;!liO),  and  worked  into  the  desired  shape 
with  a  silver  or  gold  spatula.  Mr.  Bell  remarks  that  the  practical 
working  of  this  powerful  but  simple  escharotic  is  very  remarka- 
ble ;  it  destroys  rapidly  and  completely  whatever  tissues  lie 
directly  beneath  it,  .and  in  doing  so  neither  causes  the  extreme 
pain  which  might  naturally  be  expected,  nor  the  local  inflamma- 
tion and  general  feverish  symptoms  which  render  similar  applica- 
tions undesirable. 

In  its  application  it  is  requisite  that  the  patient  should  be  so • 
placed  that  the  surface  of  the  tumor  is  level.  The  adjoining  parts, 
of  the  skin  are  to  be  protected  by  a  broad  circle  of  collodion  and 
a  thick  pad  of  soft  linen.  Nearly  the  whole  surface  of  the  tumor 
is  to  be  then  covered  with  a  layer  of  asbestos  and  acid,  the  thick- 
ness of  the  latter  being  about  half  an  inch  for  a  tumor  the  size  of 
§a  hen's  egg;  and,  to  insure  that  the  contact  is  uniform,  the  surface 
of  the  asbestos  is  to  be  covered  with  sovereigns.  The  skin  be- 
neath the  mass  is  rapidly  destroyed,  a  very  narrow  white  circle 
marking  the  separation  between  the  dead  and  living  skin.  The 
pulse  remains  quiet.  The  patient  complains  of  considerable  pain 
while  the  skin  is  being  penetrated  ;  it  is  not  unbearable,  however,, 
and  becomes  much  lessened  after  the  first  twenty  minutes.  Soon 
a  slight  oozing  appears  at  some  point  from  beneath  the  mass,  the 
careful  stopping  up  of  which  requires  the  undivided  attention  of 
the  operator  or  experienced  nurse  for  some  hours. 

It  is  claimed  for  this  process :  1.  That  the  shock  of  a  surgical 
operation  is  entirely  avoided.  2.  That  besides  the  tumor  very 
little  of  the  surrounding  parts  is  injured  or  removed.  And  3. 
That  a  malignant  tumor,  when  removed  by  means  of  the  eschar- 
otic,  is  not  so  rapidly  recurrent  as  when  it  is  excised. — Chicago 
Medical  Times. 


Extract  from  a  paper  on  the  Curability  and  Treatment  of  Phthisis,  by 
H.  W.  BUXTON,  M.  D.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  read  before  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  Mass.,  June  2c/,  1871. 

There  is  no  "  specific  "  for  consumption.  It  is  evident  that  for 
the  successful  treatment  of  lung  diseases,  it  is  required  that  we 
exhibit  far  different  remedies  in  some  forms  of  consumption  from 
what  we  do  in  others,  if  our  practice  is  to  be  scientific,  rational 
and  successful. 

For  myself,  I  disclaim  any  uncommon  virtue  in  the  healing  art. 
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I  have  no  "specific,"  no  "  secret  remedy,"  no  "cure-all,"  and,  for 
the  honor  and  dignity  of  our  profession,  shall  never  allow  myself 
to  kill  a  patient  by  the  blundering  use  of  a  "special"  remedy, 
however  "  orthodox."  I  greatly  rejoice  that  there  is  a  strong  ten- 
dency among  the  best  of  the  profession  towards  the  anti-drug- 
hj'gienic  treatment  of  Phthisis.  The  disease  itself  is  so  diverse 
and  so  varied,  its  preceding  causes  are  so  multifarious,  the  pro- 
gress and  changes  made  in  the  system  and  upon  the  lungs  are  so 
multiplied  and  conflicting,  that  it  is  truly  impossible  to  conceive 
of  "one  medicine  "  that  shall  alone  cure  pulmonary  consumption. 
And  yet,  confidence  in  the  above-named  agents — best  known  by 
their  "specific"  adjectives — as  mighty  weapons  in  the  crusade 
against  this  hydra-headed  monster,  scientifically  applied,  is  becom- 
ing "  beautifully  more." 

I  cannot  better  conclude  this  hurried  paper  than  by  presenting 
to  you,  in  most  familiar  terms,  a  copy  of  some  of  the  simple, 
yet  most  reliable  Formulas  I  have  yet  discovered,  with  the  assur- 
ance that  their  success  depends  altogether  upon  correct  diagnosis  • 
and  scientific  adaptation  to  the  various  conditions  which  the  disease 
presents. 

Now  the  application  of  medicaments  is  effected  in  a  two-fold 
manner — viz.  either  directly  on  being  applied  immediately  to  the 
suffering  part,  or  indirectly,  by  being  received  into  the  circulation 
of  the  blood.  Where  a  direct  influence  is  possible  the  physician 
will  never  think  of  attempting  to  reach  his  aim  by  circuitous 
routes. 

It  is  remarkable  that  one  of  the  most  important  occurrences  in 
life — respiration — proceeds  in  a  most  direct  manner,  and  that  the 
inhalation  of  different  gases  produces  very  marked  effects  upon 
the  organism.  This  truism  led  Mascagni — a  very  renowned  phy- 
sician of  long  ago  to  say — "If  ever  a  specific  should  be  discovered 
against  consumption,  it  would  be  such  as  to  be  introduced  into  the 
organism  through  the  wind-pipe." 

Now,  my  first  advice  to  the  consumptive  is,  "  straighten  up." 

The  health-seeker  must  stand  erect  with  head  and  shoulders 
drawn  far  back.  This  is  a  very  important  direction  for  those  with 
diseased  or  weak  chests,  with  the  usual  drooping  shoulders. 

In  my  experience,  I  have  seen  no  means  employed  which  can 
so  readily  contribute  to  this  desirable  symmetry  of  the  person,  as 
to  enlarge  and  invigorate  the  chest — and  hence,  my  first  remedy 
must  be  the  Spirometer  or  inhaling  tube.  I  advise  every  person 
with  weak  voice  or  defective  respiration  \o  employ  this  means. 
This  may  be  secured  by  the  regular  process  of  inhalation  of  pure 
atmospheric  air,  of  pulverized  liquids,  or  of  volatile  vapors  or  fu- 
migations. 
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These  remarks  more  than  indicate  my  implicit  confidence  in 
medicated  inhalation . 

That  inhalation  permits  of  the  fractioning  of  the  doses  to  any 
extent,  and  causes  the  absorption  of  the  medicine  by  more  ex- 
tended surfaces,  more  generally  accessible  in  all  their  parts,  and 
better  calculated  for  the  absorption  of  the  smallest  medicinal  atoms 
than  by  the' digestive  organs,  can  be  no  longer  questioned.  I  will 
proceed  to  name  some  of  the  medicaments  I  use  either  in  atom- 
ized cloud,  or  fugacious  vapor,  hardly  venturing  a  hypothesis  of 
the  modus  operandi  of  any  of  them. 

For  several  years  I  have  used  Iodine  but  seldom.  I  very  much 
prefer  Hydriodio  Ether — as  recommended  by  Huette  and  others. 
This  is  a  phosphoric  preparation  of  Iodine,  a  positive  antidote  to 
tubercular  affections  in  any  part  of  the  body. 

No.  1.  1J  Hvdriodic  Ether,  grs.  20  to  30,  in  a  small  ground 
stopper  bottle.  Cover  with  a  stratum  of  water.  Place  to  the 
nostril  and  inhale. 

No.  2.  $  Tr.  Hyoscyamus,  Tr.  Opii,  Tr.  Stramonium,  P.  E. 
M.  Inhale. 

This  is  not  original.  I  have  used  it  some.  Think  it  valuable 
when  there  are  pleuritic  pains  and  restlessness. 

No.  3.  1}  Tr.  Veratrum  Veride,  ?  ss,  Tr.  Lobelia,  Tr.  San- 
guinaria,  aa  \  i.    M.  Inhale. 

Most  excellent  when  there  is  dry  cough  and  little  expectoration. 

No.  4.    I>    Chloride  Sodium,  Muriate  Ammonia,  aa  3  i.  M. 
Add  hot  water  and  inhale. 
Always  safe  and  very  tonic. 

No.  5.  I>  Binoxide  Manganese,  parts  1.  Chlorate  Potassa, 
parts  8.  Aqua.  Pur.,  parts  12.  M.  Add  Sulphuric  Acid  gradu- 
ually  1  part. 

The  acid  generates  heat  when  a  rapid  and  generous  flow  of 
oxygen  is  evolved.  Inhale  freely  from  a  retort  or  strong  glass 
vessel.  I  have  seen  badly  ulcerated  lungs  rapidly  heal  and  return 
to  perfect  soundness  under  this  treatment 

And  here  may  I  be  allowed  to  say,  that, — to  my  medical  critics, 
to  my  personal  friends,  and  the  citizens  of  Worcester  who  saw 
me  in  A.  1).  1852, — I  am  a  living  epistle,  known  and  read,  as  one 
rescued  from  the  very  teeth  of  that  yawning  monster,  who  had 
already  devoured  nine-tenths  of  my  own  precious  kindred. 

After  cough,  bleeding,  sweating,  and  emaciation  for  several 
months,  on  Sunday  evening,  August  19,  they  saw  flow  from  a 
newly  ruptured  abcess  in  my  right  lung,  a  full  pint  of  purulent 
matter,  the  taste  of  which  can  never  by  words  be  understood. 
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This  Formula  No.  5,  I  then  relied  upon,  never  for  a  day  neglect- 
ing to  use  my  inhaling  tubes,  one  of  which,  made  of  tin,  twelve 
feet  in  length,  reaching  through  an  aperture  from  the  breath  of 
life  without  to  this  enfeebled,  gasping  body  of  death  within.  To 
these,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  are  due  what  you  now  hear  and 
see. 

No.  6.  ^.  Sul.  Ether,  ?  ss.,  Aqua  Amnion.  Tart,  Tr. 
Camph.,  Tr.  Balsam  Fir,  aa  §  i.  M.  Put  one  drachm  (more 
or  less)  in  a  common  earthen  mag  or  pitcher,  with  a  half  pint  hot 
hop  tea,  and  inhale  by  full,  deep  breathing  so  long  as  vapor  is 
evolved. 

Having  prescribed  this  simple  compound,  in  this  simple  inhaler, 
with  these  simple  directions,  every  day  almost  for  twenty -seven 
years,  in  any  and  every  form  of  thoracic  diseases,  with  most  happy 
results,  excuse  me,  gentlemen,  for  commending  it  to  your  confi- 
dence and  trial. 

These  various  inhalants  I  adopt  and  recommend,  as  indicated 
by  the  symptoms  and  stage  of  the  disease,  in  connection  with  or 
without  the  inhaling  tube,  always  urging  deep,  full  inspiration, 
retaining  the  air  as  a  sort  of  fulcrum  in  the  lungs  for  a  moment, 
then  impede  and  force  the  expiration.  If  the  force  is  equal  to 
fifty  ounces  on  a  square  inch,  (and  this  is  not  unusual,)  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  same  force  must  reach  every  inch  of  the  lungs.  The 
result  is,  that  the  air  is  forced  into  every  air  cell,  the  blood  oxy- 
genized and  the  death-doomed  patient  may  ''right  about  face." 

Now  he  should  be  ordered  such  medicinal  and  hygienic  reme- 
dies, constitutional  and  local,  as  will  cleanse  the  blood  of  humors, 
cure  all  disorders  in  every  part  of  the  body,  promote  the  absorp- 
tion of  tubercles,  if  they  exist,  and  restore  the  vital  energies  of 
the  whole  system  to  the  highest  degree  of  healthy  activity. 

I  will  now  give  you  two  or  three  formulas  for  syrups  and  pills 
which  I  prescribe  in  the  various  forms  and  stages  of  Phthisis,  and 
which  have  gained  for  themselves  some  reputation,  not  for  a  mo- 
ment presuming  them  superior  to  the  varied  and  valuable  prescrip- 
tions you,  gentlemen,  are  daily  making : 

1.  1J  Morph.  Sul.,  grs.  iv.  Tr.  Sanguin.,  Tr.  Cimicifuga, 
Wine  Ipecac,  aa.  1  i.  Syr.  Pruni.  Yir.,  §  v.  M.  Dose— One 
teaspoonful. 

This  is  not  the  "  Cherry  Pectoral,"  but  decidedly  its  rival. 

2.  5  Acidi  Hydrocyan,  gtts.  ex.  Morph.  Sulph,  grs.  iii.,  Tr. 
Sanguin.,  Yin.  Ipecac,  aa  f  ?  ss.  Syr.  Pruni.  Vir.,  I  v.  M.  S. 
Dose — One  teaspoonful  as  often  as  the  urgency  of  the  cough  re- 
quires. 

I  have  found  this  to  meet — perhaps  better  than  any  other — the 
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advanced  stage  of  tubercular  Phthisis.  While  for  that  infernal 
life-defver — bronchitis — the  following  "cough  balsam,"  to  allay 
irritation  and  cough,  heal  the  throat  and  lungs,  and  induce  free 
respiration  and  rest,  I  think  superior  to  any  drug  I  have  ever  used, 
viz: 

3.  5  Oil  Bal.  Fir,  3  i..  Alcohol,  Oi.,  Pulv.  Liquorice,  5  ii., 
Pulv.  Ipecac,  Pulv.  Lobelia,  aa  3  i.  Pulv.  Capsicum,  3  ii.,  Syr. 
simp.,  Aqua  Pur.,  aa  OiL  M.  S.  Dose — One  teaspoon ful  every 
two  to  four  hours. 

PILLS 

Pill  for  Bronchitis  with  much  expectoration : 

No.  L  Ii  Khei  pulv.  grs.  xxxvi.  Pulv.  Ipecac,  grs.  xii. , 
Pulv.  Capsicum,  Pulv.  Guaicum,  aa  grs.  ii.  M.  Make  xii  pills. 
Dose — One  or  two  at  night.    Pill  to  promote  expectoration : 

No.  2.  Ext.  Cicuta,  grs.  xxv.,  Sul.  Morph.,  gr.  L,  Pulv. 
Ipecac,  Pulv.  Lobelia,  aa  grs.  vi.  M.  Ft.  pil.  xii.  Dose — Two 
or  three  per  day.    General  cough  pill : 

No.  3.  Fr.  Yeratrum  Veride,  Ext  Lobelia,  Ext.  Letuce, 
Pulv.  Squills,  aa  3  ss.  M.  Make  four  gr.  pills.  Dose — Three  or 
four  per  day.  This  pill  is  anti-hectic,  and  can  hardly  be  equalled 
as  a  therapeutic  agent  in  pulmonary  affections. 

Anti-perspiration — general  bathing  with  strong  solution  of  com- 
mon salt — temperature  rather  lower  than  that  of  the  blood.  Drink 
freely — Aceticum  dilute  with  water. 

Take  Aromatic  Sulphuric  Acid  ten  to  twenty  drops — dilute 
with  wrater — three  or  four  times  a  day. 

For  diarrhoea, — Comp.  Syrup  Rhei.  et  Potass.,  Dover's  Powder, 
Aqua  Calcis  and  Milk.  Opii  and  Camph.  pill — Tr.  Chloride 
Ferri  in  some  astringent  infusion.  For  constipation — Dr.  C. 
Edwin  Miles  "  Tonic  Laxative  Pills  n  are  unsurpassed. 

I£  Leptandrin,  Rhein,  aa  grs.  xxv..  Ext.  Nux.,  gr?.  xv.  M. 
Ft.  Pill,  xx.    Dose — Two  to  four  daily. 

For  pectoral  pains.  Liniments,  plasters  and  irritants  used  in 
this  disease  should  not  supersede  the  application  of  alcohol,  salt 
or  mustard  water  with  friction.  Whenever  there  is  much  heat, 
or  when  the  skin  is  dry,  these  should  be  freely  applied.  If  the 
pain  is  of  a  rheumatic  or  pleuritic  character,  the  following  will 
usually  give  relief : 

]>  Soap  Liniment,  3  iiiss.    Chloroform,  3  i i i-  M. 

But  of  all  the  counter  irritants  or  external  applications,  Carl 
Baunschiedt's  instrument,  the  Resuscitator,  may  justly  claim  to  be 
the  universal  panacea.  This  may  have  been  the  father  and  mother 
by  many  generations  of  an  accidental  child,  born  a  few  years 
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since,  surnamed  the  "Renovator,"  and  yet  the  advent  of  this  last 
edition  should  be  welcomed  by  every  true  philanthropist.  Of 
other  remedies,  external  and  internal,  which  I  use  in  this  disease, 
I  must  not  now  take  your  time  to  speak,  only  to  commend  among 
the  best  vivifiers  the  "Syrup  Hypophosphites  "  and  "  Ferrated 
Elixirs." 

I  once  threw  a  pair  of  skates  upon  the  ice,  and  put  this  question 
to  my  school  boys — "  Which  will  learn  soonest  to  use  them  scien- 
tifically, the  man  of  seventy  or  the  boy  of  ten  years  ?"  They 
unanimously  voted  in  favor  of  the  boy.  They  understood  his 
elasticity  and  daring,  and  that  while  the  once  agile  old  man,  with 
all  his  experience  and  caution  might  find  himself  in  an  attitude  to 
see  stars,  the  boy  would  have  made  his  gyrations  all  over  the  ice. 
It  is  easy  to  prevent  a  thousand  boys  from  learning  to  chew 
tobacco.  It  is  hard  to  induce  one  man  to  abandon  the  use  of  it. 
So  in  this  malady.  "  A  ton  of  cure  is  worth  less  than  an  ounce 
of  prevention,"  and  the  skill  and  care  needed  to  cure  one  after  the 
disease  is  established,  would  prevent  the  disease  in  a  dozen  candi- 
dates. Hence  the  general  adoption  of  hygienic  measures  would 
save  thousands  who  might  otherwise  fall  victims  to  consumption, 
and  with  far  less  thought  and  care  than  are  required  to  cure  one 
after  the  disease  has  been  developed. 

But  this  matter  of  hygiene,  climate,  eating,  drinking,  dress, 
bathing,  occupations,  etc.,  must  be  postponed  until  a  more  conve- 
nient season  ;  and,  with  this  soliloquy,  T  will  relieve  your  patience. 

A  lamp  often  goes  out  while  it  still  has  an  abundant  supply  of 
oil.  Why  is  this  ?  Evidently  because  the  wick  is  forced  too 
tightly  into  the  tube,  preventing  the  access  of  air  to  it,  and  thus 
preventing  the  oil  from  reaching  the  flame.  What  must  be  done 
is  to  cleanse,  stir,  ventilate,  and  excite  the  wick,  and  when  this 
is  properly  done  the  light  will  burn  to  the  last  drop  of  oil.  The 
same  is  true  with  the  infinitely  more  subtle  light  of  life.  If  it  be- 
comes apparent  to  any  one  that  his  life-flame  does  not  burn  as 
brightly  and  easily  as  before,  then  let  him  resort  to  scientific,  no 
less  than  common  sense,  medicinal  and  mechanical  remedies,  with 
sunshine,  fresh  air,  bathing,  nutritious  food,  cheerful  society,  and 
wisely  directed  exercises,  never  forgetting  to  "  present  his  body  a 
living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable  unto  God,  which  is  his  reasonable 
service." 


Transfusion  in  the  Asphyxia  of  a  New-born  Child.  [Practitioner 
March,  1870.] 

Dr.  de  BELINA  gives  the  details  of  a  successful  case  of  trans- 
fusion in  a  child  under  these  circumstances :  A  Russian  lady,  in 
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the  eighth  month  of  her  pregnancy,  was  severely  shaken  by  a 
collision  on  a  railway.  The  pains  of  labor  immediately  super- 
vened, and,  on  removal  to  an  adjoining  hotel,  Dr.  Belina  was  called 
in.  He  found  the  membranes  ruptured,  the  os  fully  dilated,  and 
the  head  presenting.  Sharp  expulsive  pains  soon  came  on,  but, 
when  the  head  was  born,  it  was  found  that  the  neck  was  sur- 
rounded by  two  coils  of  the  cord.  It  was  found  impossible  to 
release  them,  and  the  cord  was  accordingly  divided  with  scissors, 
and  he  endeavored  to  terminate  the  labor.  Unfortunately,  the 
evolution  of  the  shoulders  lasted  for  some  minutes,  and  the  infant 
became  asphyxiated  and  violet.  The  cardiac  beats  were  much 
enfeebled.  For  ten  minutes  he  fruitlessly  applied  the  ordinary 
means  of  restoring  suspended  animation.  The  beats  of  the  heart 
became  still  feebler,  and  he  determined  on  resorting  to  transfusion. 
The  difficulty,  however,  here  occurred  that  no  one  was  willing  to 
be  bled  for  the  sake  of  the  child,  and  he  therefore  employed  the 
blood  flowing  from  the  placenta  of  the  mother,  which  was  spon- 
taneously discharged.  The  blood  was  defibrinated  with  a  small 
piece  of  whalebone,  and  thirty  grammes  (about  an  ounce)  was  in- 
jected into  the  umbilical  vein  in  several  portions  by  means  of  a 
glass  syringe.  Immediately  after  the  injection  the  infant  shivered 
and  presented  fibrillar  contractions  of  the  muscles  of  the  face,  at 
the  same  time  drawing  a  long  breath.  The  beats  of  the  heart  be- 
came stronger,  and  the  respirations  regular.  The  next  morning 
it  took  the  breast,  and  is  now  a  healthy  child,  nearly  a  year  old. 
—  Gazette  Medicate  de  Paris,  No.  2, 1870. 


Relics  of  John  Hunter. — The  Lancet  of  August  12th  has 
the  following  interesting  reference  to  the  former  residence  of  John 
Hunter : 

Mr.  Frank  Buckland  has  been  an  indefatigable  searcher  for 
relics  of  the  greatest  anatomist,  physiologist,  and  surgeon,  that 
England  ever  produced.  Twelve  years  ago  he  found  John  Hun- 
ter's bones  in  the  vaults  of  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  and  got  them 
buried  in  Westminster  Abbey ;  and  he  has  lately  been  making  a 
searching  examination  of  the  house  and  grounds  that  once  be- 
longed to  him  at  Earl's  court,  Kensington,  but  are  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Dr.  Gardiner  Hill.  According  to  all  local  tradition, 
the  house  and  grounds  are  very  little,  if  at  all,  altered  since  the 
days  that  John  Hunter  lived  there.  The  house  was  built  by  him- 
self, and  *it  is  such  as  might  have  been  expected — without  the 
slightest  attempt  at  effect  or  useless  ornamentation.    His  favorite 
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room  was  evidently  the  large  one  on  the  ground  floor,  looking  out 
on  the  park  ;  Mrs.  Hunter's  rooms  being  doubtless  up-stairs.  All 
round  the  house  is  a  covered  cloister  dug  about  six  feet  into  the 
earth.  This  cloister  probably  served  the  double  purpose  of  keep- 
ing the  house  dry,  and  of  being  a  good  place  for  keeping  live-stock. 
Mr.  Frank  Buckland  has  no  doubt  that  here  many  of  Hunter's 
smaller  animals  used  for  experiments,  such  as  dormice,  hedgehogs, 
bats,  vipers,  snakes,  and  snails,  for  his  researches  on  torpidity, 
were  located ;  as  well  as  hutches  of  rabbits,  whose  unfortunate  fate 
it  was  to  have  their  ears  frozen  to  prove  points  connected  with 
blood-circulation.  The  entrance  into  these  cloisters  leads  through 
a  very  dark,  subterraneous 'passage,  at  one  end  of  which  is  a  mys- 
terious looking  door,  leading  into  a  small  room,  now  used  as  a 
receptacle  for  rubbish.  In  a  corner  of  this  room  there  is  a  largish- 
sized  copper  boiler  standing  out  of  the  wall.  "  If  this  old  boiler," 
exclaims  Mr.  Buckland,  "could  only  tell  us  what  it  had*boiled  ! 
One  giant,  we  know,  was  boiled  in  it ;  for  in  1787,  John  Hunter 
wrote  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks:  "I  have  lately  got  a  tall  man.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  show  him  to  you  next  summer."  This  was,  no 
doubt,  O'Brien,  the  Irish  giant,  whose  skeleton  is  now  in  the  Hun- 
terian  Museum  at  the  College  of  surgeons.  Close  to  the  boiler 
are  the  old  (now  tumble-down)  pig-sties,  where,  probably,  John 
Hunter  kept  the  little  pigs  which  he  fed  with  madder,  so  as  to 
cause  their  bones  to  become  red.  The  places  where  his  cocks  and 
hens,  and  pigeons — that  have  become  matters  of  history  now — 
probably  lived,  and  all  his  other  animals,  are  described. 

 » ♦ «  

REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Wright  on  Headaches,  their  Cause  and  their  Cure.  By  Henry 
Gr.  Wright,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
etc.,  etc.  From  the  fourth  London  edition.  Lindsay  &  Black- 
iston.    Philadelphia.    12mo,  cloth.  $1.25. 

This  little  monograph  is  a  most  excellent  treatise  upon  a  class 
of  diseases  which  often  give  the  physician  no  little  trouble.  In- 
deed there  are  few  diseases  which  are  more  unmanageable  than 
certain  forms  of  headache.  The  author  has  analyzed  the  subject 
and  classified  the  various  forms  of  headaches  as  they  occur  in 
childhood  and  youth,  in  adult  life  and  old  age,  and  has  thus  es- 
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tablished  a  more  satisfactor}'  basis  for  rational  treatment  than 
has  heretofore  existed. 


The  Eleventh  Annual  Publication  of  the  Massachusetts  Ec- 
lectic Medical  Society,  for  the  year  ending  June  2d,  1871. 
Boston,  Journal  Press,  15  Guild  Row,  1871. 
This  is  a  neatly  printed  pamphlet  of  56  pages,  and  a  cover,  and 
contains  the  Annual  Address  before  the  Society,  by  R.W.  Geddes, 
M.  D.,  entitled  "  The  necessity  and  History  of  Eclectic  Medicine;" 
an  interesting  paper  on  the  "  Curability  and  Treatment  of  Phthisis," 
by  H.  W.  Buxton,  M.  D.;  a  valuable  paper  on  the  "Best  Method 
of  operating  in  Capital  Amputations,"  by  C.  A.  Wheeler,  M.  D.; 
and  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  for  the  year 
ending  June  2d,  together  with  a  complete  list  of  the  names  and 
post-office  address  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society. 


The  Functions  and  Disorders  of  the  Reproductive  Organs 

in  childhood,  youth,  adult  age,  and  advanced  life,  considered 
in  their  physiological,  social  and  moral  relations.    By  William 
Acton,  it.  K.  C.  S.,  etc.,  etc.    Third  American,  from  the  fifth 
London  edition.    Philadelphia :  Lindsay  k  Blakiston,  1871. 
Mr.  Acton  has  performed  a  most  valuable  service  to  society  in 
the  production  of  this  work.    It  is  a  clear  and  lucid  discussion  of 
the  whole  subject.    And  were  its  contents  familiar  to  every  parent, 
teacher,  etc.,  society  would  at  once  be  protected  against  most  of 
the  evils  which  arise  from  the  ignorance  and  abuse  of  the  functions 
of  generation.     The  ability,  the  clearness,  and  the  candor  with 
which  the  subject  is  discussed,  do  great  credit  both  to  the  head 
and  the  heart  of  the  author. 


Annual  Journal  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of 

Michigan,  convened  at  Kalamazoo,  June  7th,  1871,  comprising 
the  Proceedings,  Constitution,  By-Laws,  Code  of  Ethics,  and 
Annual  Address* 

This  is  a  well-printed  pamphlet  of  32  pages,  with  a  cover. 

It  contains  the  Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting  ;  the  Code  of 
Ethics,  Constitution,  and  By-Laws  ;  the  list  of  members,  with  their 
P.  O.  address;  the  annual  address  by  A.  R.  Brown,  M.  I).,  of 
Albion,  filling  14  pages.    We  have  perused  this  address  with  interest 
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and  instruction.  Dr.  Brown  has  done  himself  much  credit,  and  the 
jirofession  a  great  service  in  the  masterly  manner  in  which  he  has 
handled  the  subject.  "We  copy  the  following  paragraphs,  being  the 
closing  remarks  of  the  address,  knowing  that  our  readers  will  be 
pleased  to  read  them. 

What  a  solemn  duty  is  ours!  WJio  is  competent  to  the  task? 
And  yet,  what  merchandise  is  made  of  it !  But,  as  before  stated, 
very  many  of  these  schools  are  coming  boldly  forward  in  the  open 
pathway  of  Medical  Reform  ! 

Regarding  medicines,  we  have  a  Materia  Medica  emphatically  our 
own,  efficient  to  perform  all  that  has  ever  yet  been  accomplished  with 
medicine.  Take  all  the  articles  from  us  properly  belonging  to  these 
other  branches  of  the  profession,  and  yet  we  are  prepared  to  success- 
fully combat  disease  in  all  its  curable  forms.  But  how  Tery  different 
would  the  case  be,  were  they  each  restricted  to  the  use  of  those 
agents  that  are  only  of  their  own  discovery ;  they  would  be  nearly 
shorn  of  their  power  ! 

And  now,  taking  into  consideration  these  matters,  which,  from 
necessity,  we  have  only  very  briefly  glanced  at,  we  come  to  consider 
a  few  of  the  duties  and  obligations  that  we,  as  Eclectics,  are  under 
for  the  promotion  of  our  own  and  the  people's  interests  throughout 
the  State. 

First,  then,  as  unity  is  power,  we  should  thoroughly  organize,  and 
then  employ  every  effort  to  bring  within  our  organization  all  who 
bear  the  time-honored  name  of  Eclectics,  within  the  limits  of  our 
association,  and  then  endeavor  to  create  a  sufficient  interest  to  cause 
a  full  attendance  at  our  stated  communications.  This  willl  elicit  a 
full  and  free  interchange  of  thought,  and  afford  each  member  the 
advantages  of  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  all  the  rest.  This 
we  should  do  in  order  to  raise  the  standard  of  medical  practice  to  as 
highly  scientific  and  curative  character  as  possible,  that,  as  a  class, 
or  individually,  we  may  in  no  case  occupy  an  inferior  position.  It 
is  the  duty  of  every  thoroughly  educated  Eclectic,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, to  keep  a  student,  in  order  to  fill  our  schools  and  prepare  men 
for  pushing  on  our  good  cause  to  success.  These,  however,  should 
be  selected  with  great  care,  as  we  need  the  best  education  and  talent 
of  the  country  in  so  great  and  good  a  cause. 

TVe  should  thoroughly  investigate  every  new  discovery,  and,  when 
found  to  be  valuable,  at  once  adopt  them,  in  order  to  make  our  prac- 
tice, all  along  the  line  of  progression,  the  great  boon  of  the  people. 
In  the  practice  of  surgery,  especially,  we  should  endeavor  to  excel  in 
operations  as  much  as  we  do  now  in  the  medical  treatment  of  this 
class  of  diseases,  in  order  to  have  our  practice  fully  meet  all  the  pop- 
ular and  individual  requirements.  In  our  charges  we  should  avoid 
any  extortion,  but  at  the  same  time  make  them  fully  remunerative, 
and  it  is  probable  that  a  uniform  standard  of  charges  throughout 
the  association  would  be  of  general  advantage.    But  in  all  cases, 
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the  best  interests  of  the  people  should  be  our  first  purpose,  and  a  due 
attention  to  this  will  necessitate,  at  times,  our  meeting  in  consulta- 
tion with  members  of  other  branches  of  the  profession.  Still,  we 
should  not,  in  such  cases,  hold  ourselves  as  obligated  to'teach  med- 
icine to  those  in  practice,  and  especially  where  and  to  those  who  will 
only  employ  the  knowledge  so  obtained  to  forward  their  own  ambi- 
tious personal  ends,  and  to  our  individual  injury.  Eclectics,  as  a 
class,  have  for  years  quite  generally  permitted  their  interests  to  be 
obscured  by  extensive  local  patronage.  This  should  not  be  so,  as  by 
so  doing  they  have  been  to  some  extent  hedged  in  from  without,  and 
lost  immunities  vastly  more  important  than  any  mere  local  or  per- 
sonal interest. 

We  should  be  careful  to  exercise  a  fraternal  and  charitable  spirit 
towards  members  of  other  branches  of  the  profession,  feeling  confi- 
dent that  every  man  means  to  learn  and  practise  the  best,  and  con- 
sidering that,  perhaps,  had  we  been  educated  as  they  have,  we  might 
have  been  following  the  same  course. 

Especially  should  we  keep  open  doors  for  all  who  desire  to  enlist 
under  the  banner  of  unrestricted  medical  progress. 

Lastly,  if  found  to  be  expedient,  we  should  form  subordinate  or 
county  associations  throughout  the  State,  and  at  a  proper  time  de- 
mand, under  the  law,  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by 
any  class  of  professional  men  in  the  jurisdiction,  class  legislation 
and  taxation  without  equal  privilege  having  no  proper  place  within 
any  commonwealth. 


In  Press.  The  Wonders  of  the  Yosemite  Valley  and  of 
California.  By  Samuel  Kneeland,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Illustrated 
with  ten  original  photographs.    4to.    Cloth  extra,  $3.50. 


EDITORIAL. 

EDITORIAL  AND  PROPRIETARY  CHANGE. 

We  beg  to  inform  our  readers  that  the  relation  which  we  have  so 
long  sustained  to  the  Review  as  Managing  Editor  and  Proprietor, 
ceases  with  this  number.  A  serious  impairment  of  eyesight  compels 
us  to  relinquish  the  duties  connected  with  its  management. 

Dr.  E.  S.  McClellan,  recently  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Materia 
3ledica  and  T/terapeutics  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  formerly  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Botany 
in  the  Worcester  Medical  College  of  Massachusetts,  succeeds  to  the 
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position.  We  congratulate  the  readers  of  the  Review  upon  so  valu- 
able an  acquisition  to  the  editorial  corps.  Dr.  McClellan's  literary 
and  professional  attainments,  together  with  his  varied  experience  in 
journalism  and  teaching,  admirably  fit  him  for  the  position.  He  will 
devote  much  time  and  energy  to  the  Review,  which  cannot  fail  to 
make  it  still  more  worthy  of  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  pro- 
fession. The  same  high  standard  of  typographical  execution  and  lit- 
erary excellence  will  be  maintained,  and  it  will  continue  to  be  the 
fearless  exponent  of  the  principles  of  true  Electicism  in  Medicine. 
We  bespeak  for  it,  on  the  part  of  the  profession,  a  large  and  generous 
support. 

The  Review,  since  its  establishment,  has  been  steadily  growing  in 
professional  confidence  and  favor,  until  it  is  now  regarded  as  a  credit 
to  the  School  of  Medicine  it  represents.  If  it  has  not  gained  the  good 
will,  it  certainly  commands  the  respect  of  rival  schools.  To  our 
associates  is  due  much  of  its  past  success  and  high  character,  and  their 
continued  connection  with  it  will  be  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  it  will 
not  depreciate  in  practical  value  or  scientific  merit. 

All  advertising  bills,  and  all  subscriptions  due  for  the  present,  or  for 
back  volumes  of  the  Review,  should  be  remitted  to  Dr.  McClellan, 
who  will  receipt  for  the  same. 

P.  Albert  Morrow,  M.  D. 


BENNETT  COLLEGE,  CHICAGO. 

The  all-absorbing  topic  of  the  past  three  weeks  has  been  the 
great  fire  at  Chicago ;  and  while  the  whole  world  is  extending  sub- 
stantial assistance  to  the  sufferers,  they  themselves  are  rising  above 
the  misfortunes  of  the  hour,  and  are  busily  engaged  in  the  work  of 
re-building  their  Garden  City. 

We  feel  the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  heavy  losses  of  our  friends 
of  Bennett  Medical  College,  but  when  we  heard  that  another  build- 
ing had  been  procured,  and  that  lectures  would  go  on  without  in- 
terruption, we  felt  fully  satisfied  that  nothing  could  retard  the  pro- 
gress of  Eclecticism  in  the  West.  Not  only  was  the  college  build- 
ing, with  all  the  college  property,  destroyed,  but  every  one  of  the 
Professors,  and  many  of  the  Trustees,  were,  individually,  heavy 
losers.  Dr.  L.  S.  Major,  President,  and  George  S.  Bowen,  Esq., 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  were  among  the  heaviest 
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losers  in  the  ill-fated  city,  while  Professor  Garrison  and  his  part- 
ner, Mr.  Murray,  lost  about  $30,000.  Garrison  k  Murray  had  re- 
cently started  their  new  drug  mills  and  chemical  works,  which  were 
the  finest  and  most  complete  in  America. 

The  office  of  the  Chicairo  Medical  Times,  the  organ  of  Bennett 
College,  was  also  burned,  but,  with  the  same  enterprise  that  has  al- 
ready re-established  the  college,  we  hope  soon  to  see  the  Medical 
Times  re-appear  on  our  table. 


ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGES. 

The  question  of  establishing  two  more  Eclectic  Medical  Colleges — 
one  in  Boston,  and  another  in  St.  Louis — is  being  discussed  at  this  time. 
The  Trustees  of  the  Worcester  Medical  College  have  held  their 
annual  meetings  regularly,  and  keep  their  charter  alive.  They  are, 
therefore,  in  a  condition  to  appoint  a  Faculty  at  any  time  they  may 
think  the  good  of  the  cause  demands  it.  The  Eclectic  profession 
in  Massachusetts  is  thoroughly  organized  and  united  to  a  man. 
Hence,  in  no  State  is  the  profession  better  prepared  for  such  a  move- 
ment than  in  Massachusetts.  They  support  the  literature  of  our 
school  of  medicine,  and  they  have  enough  well  educated  physicians 
every  way  qualified  to  fill  the  chairs  of  more  than  one  Medical  Col- 
lege. If  each  of  the  physicians  in  the  Xew  England  States  would 
select  one  young  man  annually,  as  a  medical  student,  there  would  in 
this  way  be  more  students  in  three  years  than  could  find  facilities  in 
any  three  Medical  Colleges  of  our  school.  It  is  only  in  this  way  that 
our  schools  can  be  made  to  fulfil  their  mission.  This  is  the  method 
pursued  by  the  old  school ;  and  in  this  way  they  are  able  to  keep 
their  colleges  filled  with  students. 

An  Eclectic  College  in  St.  Louis  would  be  very  convenient  for  the 
accommodation  of  a  large  number  of  Western  and  Southwestern 
students.  A  little  exertion  on  the  part  of  our  physicians  in  that  region 
would  enable  them  very  soon  to  fill  a  college  with  students.  It  only 
requires  M'ork.  Let  every  Eclectic  physician  make  a  grand  effort 
to  enlist  one  student  annually,  and  there  will  very  soon  be  a  demand 
which  will  warrant  the  establishment  of  several  more  Colleges. 
Such  a  movement  will  secure  our  hearty  co-operation.  It  would 
both  strengthen  our  cause  and  extend  our  influence. 
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WHAT  WE  DRINK — COFFEE  YS.  WHISKEY. 

It  is  rather  remarkable  that  coffee  drinkers  seldom  use  whiskey  or 
alcoholic  stimulants — so  let  the  coffee  come. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1871,  the  total  import  of 
Rio  coffee  into  the  United  States  was  1,537,061  bags,  being  an  in- 
crease of  318,360  bags  over  the  import  of  the  previous  year.  The 
imports  of  the  three  years  previous  averaged  about  1,200,000  bags. 
A  very  large  increase  of  this  import  trade  is  reported  at  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile.  While  New  York  has  increased  her  import  only 
2  per  cent,  New  Orleans  has  enlarged  hers  from  139,742  bags  to 
203,945,  an  increase  of  45  per  cent.  One  cargo  was  received  at  New 
Orleans,  and  two  at  Mobile,  to  be  transmitted  unbroken  to  St.  Louis, 
a  city  that  has  been  lately  making  some  remarkable  demonstrations 
in  foreign  trade.  This  is  a  significant  item  in  the  new  trade  move- 
ments by  which  New  York  will  lose  her  emporial  supremacy. 

If  every  city  in  the  United  States  understood  its  interest,  and  the 
citizens  would  contend  for  their  rights,  they  would  save  millions  of 
dollars  annually  by  shipping  direct  in  bond.  This  would  lessen  the 
applicants  for  the  office  of  customs  in  New  York. 


"IS  THIS  ECLECTICISM?" 

"  Specific  Medicatiox." — The  Doctrine  of  Homoeopathy. 

We  copy  the  following  from  the  August  No.  of  the  North  Ameri- 
can Journal  of  Homoeopathy of  New  York : 

Dr.  Scudder  is  the  author  of  several  works  on  specific  medication,  which 
means  that  there  are  certain  symptoms  which  are  only  covered  by  a  certain 
remedy  ;  and,  applying  this  to  the  case  in  point,  we  frequently  find  that  all 
other  symptoms  need  the  same  remedy  for  the  cure  of  the  disease.  Although 
frequently,  and  in  bad  taste,  railing  against  Homoeopathy,  we  consider  Scudder 
nearly  a  member  of  our  own  school,  for  his  doses  are  certainly  not  larger  than 
those  given  by  many,  whom,  jokingly,  we  sometimes  call  mongrels.  We  are 
sure  that  many  of  our  readers  would  be  pleased  with  the  contents  of  the  Eclectic 
Journal,  and  we  thankfully  acknowledge  that  many  an  extract  from  them  graces 
our  interleaved  works. 


Approaching  Old  Age. — After  John  Adams  had  become  very 
old,  Mr.  Webster  called  upon  him  one  day  and  said :  "  How  are  you 
to-day,  Mr.  Adams  ?"  Mr.  Adams  replied,  "  I  am  the  resident 
of  a  dilapidated  tenement,  and  the  landlord  refuses  to  make  any 
repairs." 
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THE  NATIONAL  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION, 

In  another  part  of  this  issue  will  be  found  an  abstract  of  the 
second  annual  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  in  the  City  of  Xew 
York,  in  October.  This  was  the  largest,  most  interesting  and  suc- 
cessful Convention  of  Eclectic  Physicians  ever  held.  We  can  now 
congratulate  the  profession  upon  the  complete  success  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. The  first  meeting  held  at  Chicago  a  year  ago  was  an  exper- 
iment, and  many  true  friends  of  the  cause  were  doubtful  of  its 
ultimate  success  ;  but  the  second  annual  meeting,  with  an  attendance 
of  some  250  delegates  representing  eighteen  States,  put  all  such 
doubts  at  rest. 

Considering  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  this  movement, 
much  more  has  been  accomplished  in  the  short  time  since  it  was  in- 
augurated than  its  most  sanguine  friends  anticipated. 

Many  important  matters  pertaining  to  the  advancement  and  up- 
building of  Medical  Eclecticism  were  discussed  by  the  association. 

The  discussions  were  earnest  and  dignified,  while  entire  harmony 
pervaded  all  the  proceedings.  The  work  of  thorough  and  complete 
organization  of  the  Eclectic  Profession  of  America  is  now  fairly 
begun.  If  it  is  carried  forward  with  the  same  zeal  and  energy  in  the 
future  which  has  thus  far  characterized  it,  we  may  reasonablv  expect 
an  attendance  at  Cleveland  next  fill,  of  four  or  five  hundred  dele- 
gates representing  every  State  and  Territory  of  this  great  republic. 


DEVELOPED  TESTES  IX  THE  INGUINAL  CANAL. 

Dr.  R.  A.  Gunn  has  just  given  us  a  verbal  report  of  a  singular  case 
of  abnormal  position  of  the  testes  in  a  case  that  came  under  his  obser- 
vation a  few  days  ago.  He  states  that  the  gentleman  was  about  25 
years  of  age,  married,  and  the  father  of  two  children,  and  that  the 
testes  had  never  descended  into  the  scrotum.  The  gentleman  has 
experienced  a  sense  of  dragging  at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen 
since  his  twelfth  year,  and  has  always  been  obliged  to  wear  some 
form  of  abdominal  supporter.  Along  the  inguinal  canal  on  each  side, 
a  prominent  tumor  can  be  seen,  and  the  slightest  pressure  at  these 
points  causes  great  pain  and  faintness.  Upon  making  a  careful  ex- 
amination, the  testicle  can  be  readily  traced,  fully  developed,  and  fill- 
ing up  the  entire  inguinal  canal.  Passing  the  finger  from  below,  the 
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external  abdominal  ring  can  be  felt,  with  the  testicle  presenting  itself 
at  the  opening. 

The  patient  states  that  he  never  had  any  hernia,  and  that  he  never 
had  any  symptoms  to  indicate  that  the  intestines  were  in  any  way 
involved  with  the  testes  in  the  inguinal  canal. 

In  this  case,  we  certainly  have  the  testes  and  their  coverings  fully 
developed  in  the  canal,  and  the  sense  of  dragging  must  be  the  result 
of  an  undue  amount  of  pressure  probably  on  the  vessels  of  the  cord 
at  their  passage  through  the  internal  ring. 


On  His  Way. — One  of  the  medical  goslings  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
who  holds  a  C.  O.  D.  Diploma  from  Philadelphia,  has  for  the  time 
being,  by  the  indulgence  of  a  legal  official  of  that  city,  escaped  the 
severe  investigation  of  the  law,  for  an  act  the  result  of  which  is  well 
known  to  those  who  are  made  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  dear  friend  by 
death,  as  well  as  those  "  influential  persons  "  who  were  successful  in 
preventing  an  investigation  by  such  "  arguments  "  as  induced  the 
man  of  the  law  to  "  see  nothing."  A  bad  man  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession will  not  continue  very  long  to  cover  up  his  wickedness  by 
placing  his  victims  "  under  the  sod." 


How  It  Works. — The  relation  of  Prof.  L.  E.  Jones,  the  oldest 
Eclectic  Medical  Teacher  in  the  United  States,  to  Dr.  Scudder's 
school,  in  Cincinnati,  has  terminated.  The  same  is  true  with  Prof. 
Z.  Freeman. 


The  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York  City. — This 
college  began  its  regular  term  on  tbe  11th  day  of  October.  The 
class  is  large  and  still  they  come.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  reach 
seventy-five  or  more  students. 

New  York  affords  every  facility  for  acquiring  a  medical  education 
to  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  world. 


It  affords  us  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  substantial  courtesy  ex- 
tended to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical  Association  by  the  mana- 
gers of  the  Erie  Railway,  by  them  making  a  reduction  of  80  per  cent, 
from  the  regular  fare,  to  each  member  returning  to  the  West  over 
any  of  the  lines  of  this  great  thoroughfare. 
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Whatever  maybe  said  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Erie  Railway, 
it  is  very  certain  that  the  present  managers  know  how  to  conduct  a 
railroad  in  the  interest  of  the  travelling  public.  Its  wide  gauge,  steel 
rails,  and  thoroughly  ballasted  track,  together  with  the  magnificent 
palace  cars,  properly  ventilated,  lighted,  and  heated,  furnish  comfort 
for  the  traveller  unequalled  on  any  road  in  this  or  any  other  country. 


We  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  Porneroy'sZ><3>/ioc/v^  for  much 
of  the  matter  in  the  abstract  of  proceedings  of  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  our  columns.  Mr. 
Chester,  the  Democrat  reporter,  was  with  the  Association  throughout 
all  its  sessions,  the  excursion,  and  the  supper,  and  furnished  for  that 
paper  a  very  elaborate  and  accurate  "report  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Association. 


With  this  number  we  send  out  receipts  to  a  number  of  subscribers 
who  have  remitted  to  us  recently.  If  any  who  have  remitted  fail  to 
receive  receipts,  they  will  please  inform  us  at  once.  We  have  the 
pleasure  also  to  inform  the  few  who  are  still  in  arrears,  that  we  will 
be  most  happy  to  receive  their  remittances  and  return  the  proper  ac- 
knowledgment. 


Rosexzwieg. — The  murderous  abortionist,  Jacob  Rosenzwieg,  lias 
just  been  tried  before  Recorder  Hacket,  found  guilty  of  manslaughter  in 
the  second  degree,  and  sentenced  to  seven  years  in  the  States  prison 
at  Sing  Sing.  The  Recorder,  in  passing  sentence,  gave  the  criminal 
the  extreme  punishment  of  the  law,  and  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
law  did  not  make  his  crime  punishable  with  death. 


NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY, 

JUDGE  BEDFORD'S  CHARGE  TO  THE  GRAND  JURY 
AGAINST  THE  ABORTIONIST. 

The  astounding  developments  of  the  fearful  increase  of  the  crime  of 
a  peculiar  character  in  our  midst  have  roused  all  good  citizens  to 
inquire  what  can  be  done  to  stay  the  progress  of  the  evil.    A  timely 
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and  eloquent  answer  was  given  in  the  highest  criminal  court  of  the 
city  by  the  important  charge  of  Judge  Bedford  to  the  Grand  Jury 
empanelled  in  the  General  Sessions.  It  will  be  perused  with  interest 
by  all  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  social  order  throughout  the 
country.  The  public  may  feel  assured  that  the  Judge  who  meted 
out  speedy  justice  to  "Drs."  Wolff  and  Lookup-Evans,  who  were 
convicted  of  abortion  and  sentenced  by  him,  will,  whenever  the  par- 
lies now  under  arrest  for  this  crime  are  tried  and  found  guilty  by  a 
jury,  sentence  them  to  the  severest  punishment  the  law  awards  for 
such  atrocious  offences. 

THE  CHAKGE. 

Mr.  Foreman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury, — In  charg- 
ing you  to-day,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  mention  the  fact  that  of  late, 
crime  in  this  city  lias  been  greatly  on  the  increase,  and  offenders 
seem,  as  it  were,  to  grow  more  bold  and  daring  in  their  operations. 
The  daily  press  teems  with  fearful  accounts  of  the  dastardly  use  of 
the  knife  and  pistol,  and  the  terrible  consequences  ensuing  there- 
from. 

The  September  Term  of  this  Court  commences  to-day,  and  with  it 
we  assume  its  labors,  its  duties  and  responsibilities.  The  calendar 
will  be  a  heavy  one.  The  District  Attorney  will  place  before  you 
many  cases  of  interest  and  importance.  I  feel  confident  that  you 
will,  one  and  all,  cheerfully  discharge  the  several  duties  about  to 
devolve  upon  you,  and  in  doing  so,  it  must  necessarily  follow  that 
you  will  ever  have  a  care  that  no  injustice  be  done  the  accused ;  yet, 
at  the  same  time, 

STEADILY  BEARING  IN  MIND 

that  at  all  hazards,  be  the  consequences  what  they  may,  justice  must 
be  done  the  State. 

The  people,  in  this  threatening  hour,  look  to  the  authorities  to 
stem  the  dark  current  of  crime  wmich  has  of  late  set  in,  and  which  is 
now  jeopardizing  the  safety  of  our  citizens.  Let  them  not  look  in 
vain.  The  lawless,  under  an  impartial,  honest,  and  fearless  adminis- 
tration of  the  law,  must  succumb.  It  is  always  a  mere  question  of 
time,  which  of  the  two  shall  ultimately  triumph — the  law  or  the  law- 
less. 

Gentlemen, 

FULLY  INVESTIGATE  AND  ANALYZE 

each  and  every  case  in  strict  accordance  with  your  oath — without 
fear,  favor,  or  hope  of  reward.  The  District  Attorney  and  his  able 
assistants  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  aid  you  ;  and,  when  indict- 
ments shall  be  found,  the  prisoners  will  be  arraigned  and  disposed  of 
by  speedy  trials;  and,  upon  every  legitimate  conviction,  the  people 
of  this  city  may  rest  assured  that  the  Court  will  promptly  do  its  duty, 
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its  whole  duty,  and  nothing  but  its  duty,  by  Dieting  out  punishment 
lull  and  equal  to  the  offence,  and  that,  too, 

IRRESPECTIVE  EITHER  OF  THREATS  OR  CONSEQUENCES  ; 

for,  in  my  opinion,  in  this  way  alone  can  the  strong  arm  of  the  law 
prove  at  once  an  aegis  for  the  people  and  a  terror  to  the  evil-doer. 

But  a  day  or  two  ago  the  law-abiding  citizens  of  this  city  were  ap- 
palled by  the  intelligence  of  a  murder  most  cruel  in  its  nature  and 
most  foul  in  its  character,  making  the  heart  grow  sick  at  the  contem- 
plation of  such  fiendish  depravity.  This  case,  with  all  its  melancholy 
surroundings,  will  be  presented  to  you  for  your  deliberation.  It  will 
require  a  thorough  and  searching  analysis,  as  it  is  a  matter  which 
must  be  investigated  and  probed  to  its  very  core  ;  for  the  deed  itself 
strikes,  as  it  were,  at  the  very  heart-strings  of  society.  I  have  refer- 
ence, gentlemen,  to 

THAT  MYSTERIOUS  TRUNK 

which,  but  a  few  days  ago,  was  discovered  in  this  city,  containing  the 
lifeless  body  of  a  young  and  once  happy,  but,  I  fear,  most  unfortu_ 
nate  girl,  the  sad  victim  of  treachery  and  deception — one  who,  unfor 
tunately  for  her  own  happiness,  believed  too  much.  Full  of  anguish- 
for  the  past,  and  in  the  vain  endeavor  to  screen  from  the  public  gaze 
her  delicate  condition,  in  a  moment  of  utter  hopelessness  and  frantic 
despair,  she  gave  herself  up  and  was  robbed  of  her  existence  by 

THE  MURDEROUS  HAND  OF  THE  ABORTIONIST. 

And  here,  gentlemen,  are  we  not  irresistibly  prompted,  in  the  true 
spirit  of  philanthropy,  to  ask  ourselves,  Can  crime  so  fearful  and  atro- 
cious be  perpetrated  in  the  very  midst  of  a  Christian  community, 
embracing  within  its  jurisdiction  more  than  a  million  of  souls,  and 
where  the  religion  of  Heaven  is  preached,  and  its  holy  mandates 
observed  ?  Ah,  the  startling,  painful  fact  is  too  true  !  If  this  great 
city  of  New  York,  constituting,  as  it  were,  a  world  within  itself,  can 
boast  with  conscious  pride  of  her  churches,  her  numerous  charities, 
the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  her  citizens,  her 

MULTIPLIED  EVIDENCES  OF  GOOD  DEEDS, 

she  has,  too,  to  drop  a  tear  over  the  vices  and  wickedness  of  many  of 
her  children.  But  I  will  not  detain  you.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  of  late 
we  have  been  living,  as  it  were,  in  an  atmosphere  of  abortion.  In 
one  word,  the  very  air  is,  indeed,  heavy  with  the  dark  deeds  of  these 
heartless  and  unscrupulous  specimens  of  human  depravity.  Let  the 
warning  word  this  day  go  forth,  and  may  it  be  scattered  broadcast 
throughout  the  land,  that  from  this  hour  the  authorities,  one  and  all, 
shall  put  forth  every  effort,  and  shall  strain  every  nerve  until 
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THESE  PROFESSIONAL  ABORTIONISTS, 

these  traffickers  in  human  life,  shall  be  exterminated  and  driven  from 
existence,  and  the  majesty  of  the  law  be  fully  vindicated  in  all  cases 
of  this  fiendish  character. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  let  me  express  the  earnest  hope 
(shared  in,  as  I  feel  confident  it  will  be,  by  you  and  all  other  right- 
minded  citizens)  that  the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  will  so  amend 
the  statute  book,  that  "  Any  person  who  shall  administer  to  any 
woman  with  child,  or  prescribe  for  any  such  woman,  or  advise  or 
procure  her  to  take  any  medicine,  drug,  substance  or  thing  whatever, 
or  shall  use  or  employ  any  instrument  or  other  means  whatever,  with 
intent  thereby  to  procure  the 

MISCARRIAGE  OE  ANY  SUCH  WOMAN, 

unless  the  same  shall  have  been  necessary  to  preserve  her  life,  shall,  in 
case  of  the  death  of  such  child,  or  of  such  woman,  thereby  produced,  be 
deemed  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree"  (commonly 
known  as  the  crime  of  abortion),  be  declared  to  be  murder  in  the  first 
degree,  and  punishable  as  such  with  death,  iustead  of,  as  now,  but 
manslaughter  in  the  second  degree,  punishable  by  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  seven  years. 

The  charge  was  listened  to  by  an  audience  that  thronged  the 
court-room  in  every  part.  At  the  close  of  the  charge  there  was  a 
spontaneous  burst  of  applause  in  all  parts  of  the  crowded  court-room, 
which,  however,  was  promptly  suppressed. 

—  — «^o*-e»>  

THE  STRASSBURG  LIBRARY. 
ENGLISH  COMMITTEE. 
W.  Hepworth  Dixon.  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lttton. 
Lord  Houghton.         The  Duke  of  Manchester. 
Prof.  Huxley.  Sir  J.  G.  Toixemache  Sinclair,  Bart.,  M.  P. 

Xiciiolas  Teubner,  Secretary  and  Agent, 

60  Paternoster  Row,  London,  E.  C. 

The  Library  of  the  University  of  Strassburg,  linked  for  ever  with 
the  lame  of  Gutenberg,  Herder,  and  Gothe,  perished  in  the  recent 
war.  When  the  great  City  which  had  done  so  much  for  letters  was 
bereft  of  her  chief  means  of  teaching,  men  of  books  and  study  felt  a 
natural  wish  to  help  her  in  replacing  the  collection  she  had  lost.  That 
wish  lias  now  become  a  fact.  A  hint  was  first  thrown  out  in  Baden 
that  the  gifts  of  Authors,  Publishers,  Learned  Societies,  and  Univer- 
sities  would  be  gratefully  received  by  the  authorities  and  people  of 
Elsass.  This  hint  was  taken  up  so  warmly  in  the  Universities  of 
Berlin,  Vienna,  Zurich,  and  many  other  cities,  as  well  as  by  Authors 
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and  Publishers  in  London,  Paris,  and  Xew  York,  that  there  was  soon 
good  hope  that  these  free  offerings  to  the  suffering  University  would 
supply  in  some  degree  her  loss. 

Under  the  authority  of  Baron  Von  Kiihlwetter,  Civil  Governor  of 
Elsass  (whose  official  mandate  is  subjoined),  a  Committee  lias  been 
formed  in  London  to  colleet  and  forward  such  offerings  as  their 
literary  and  scientific  brethren  may  be  pleased  to  make.  All  books  of 
a  suitable  sort  will  be  accepted.  Authors  are  invited  to  present 
copies  of  their  works,  and  Publishers  selections  from  their  lists.  Re- 
ports of  Learned  bodies,  reprints  of  publishing  Societies,  and  dupli- 
cates from  old  Libraries,  will  be  welcome. 

(Parcels  should  be  sent  and  communications  addressed  to  Nicholas 
Tkubxer,  Esq.,  GO  Paternoster  Row.) 

Official  Mandate. 
Strassburg  in  Elsass,  the  29th  of  March,  1871.  ' 
To  Wm.  Hepworth  Dixon,  Esq.,  and  the  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen 
forming  the  Committee  in  aid  of  the  re-establishment  of 
the  University  Library  of  Strassburg. 

We  hereby  authorize  you  to  collect  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
Donations  of  Books  towards  the  re-establishment  of  the  LTniversity 
Library  of  Strassburg,  in  conjunction  with  the  Association  formed  for 
the  same  purpose  in  Germany,  and  of  which  Dr.  Barack  of  Don- 
aueschingen  is  the  Managing  Director. 

We  have  already  appointed  Mr.  Nicholas  Trubner,  of  60  Paternos- 
ter Row,  our  Agent  for  transmitting  all  Books  that  may  be  collected. 

VON  KtJHLWETTER, 

His  Majesty  the  German  Emperor's  Civil  Governor  of  Elsass. 


What  Causes  Hydrophobia  in  Dogs? — Ans. — A  Russian  anato- 
mist has  been  looking  into  this  matter,  and  in  all  the  dogs  examined 
by  bim  he  finds  serious  diseases  of  some  of  the  organs,  especially  of  the 
kidneys.  In  every  case,  he  says,  a  well-marked  parenchymatous  in- 
flamation  of  the  kidneys  was  observed,  the  peculiarity  of  which  was 
that  the  changes  of  the  epithelia  of  the  urinary  tubules  were  equally 
distributed  over  the  whole  organ,  the  cortical  portion  of  the  kidneys 
being  equally  affected  with  the  pyramidal  so  that  all  the  conditions  for  the 
occurrence  of  uraemia  were  present.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  many 
of  the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  are  really  due  to  uramiia.  The  altera- 
tion of  the  epithelia  is  for  the  most  part  of  a  degenerative  character. 
In  those  cases  in  which  the  disease  had  reached  its  greatest  decree  of 
development,  the  urinary  tubules  were  entirely  stripped  of  epithelial 
cells,  but  were  tilled  with  a  granular  and  fatty  detritus. — 1  b  raid  of 
Health. 
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The  Boxe-Builders. — Another  distinguished  physician  of  this 
country  has  remarked,  in  effect,  that  if  you  want  your  children  to 
grow  up  to  a  well-developed,  vigorous  and  healthful  manhood  and 
womanhood,  you  must  attend  especially  to  the  bone-building  during 
the  period  of  growth.  The  fat  and  flesh  can  be  put  on  afterward,  but 
not  the  hundredth  part  of  an  inch  can  the  bones  be  made  to  take  on 
after  the  season  of  growth  has  once  come  to  an  end. 

Beans,  barley  and  oatmeal  have  about  three  times  more  of  the  bone- 
building  and  teeth-feeding  elements  than  the  best  beef-steak,  and  as 
the  last-named  of  the  three  is  generally  the  best  liked,  it  is  especially 
excellent  to  give  to  children.  Let  the  Canadian  oats  be  selected,  well 
cleaned  by  the  smut  machine,  ground  coarse,  and  then  not  boiled  so 
long  as  to  destroy  the  distinct  grains,  or  to  transform  it  to  a  starchy 
mass.  Then  let  it  be  eaten  warm  with  milk,  a  little  granulated  sugar 
added,  and  we  venture  to  say  it  will  become  a  daily  favorite  in  any 
household  where  it  is  tried ;  and  any  family  will  find  themselves  a 
thousand-fold  compensated  for  the  experiment  by  the  better  develop- 
ment and  better  health  of  the  children,  and  an  improvement  in  all. — 
Ch.  Union. 


Importance  of  Cookery. — The  preparation  and  cooking  of  food 
should  receive  its  proper  share  of  attention,  if  the  greatest  amount  of 
benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  its  introduction  in  the  system.  Blot,  the 
professor  of  this  art,  says  that  green  vegetables,  such  as  cabbage,  spin- 
ach, etc.,  should  be  put  in  boiling  water,  but  dry  vegetables,  as  beans 
and  peas,  should  be  put  in  cold  water  to  cook,  after  having  been  pre- 
viously soaked  in  lukewarm  water.  In  the  case  of  potatoes,  the  eyes 
or  germs  are  to  be  cut  out,  and  the  skin  rubbed  or  scraped  off,  then 
steamed  or  roasted.  He  thinks  that  fish,  although  only  containing 
twenty  per  cent,  of  nutritious  matter,  ought  to  be  partaken  of  at  least 
twice  a  week,  as  it  contains  more  phosphorus  than  any  other  food,  and 
serves  to  supply  the  waste  of  that  substance  in  the  system,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  brain.  He  says  that  the  brain  of  an  idiot  contains 
about  one  per  cent,  of  phosphoric  matter,  that  of  persons  of  sound  in- 
tellect two  and  a-halt*  per  cent.,  while  that  of  a  maniac  contains  three 
and  a-half  per  cent.  If  this  be  so,  it  would  seem  that  in  a  maniac  the 
brain  appropriates  an  undue  proportion  of  phosphoric  matter  from  the 
rest  of  the  system,  whereby  its  functions  are  materially  impaired. — 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


Sumac  Poultice  for  Boils. — Take  the  bark  of  the  root  of  the 
ichite  sumac,  and.  make  a  poultice  of  common  meal.  The  bark,  after 
being  boiled,  can  be  easily  incorporated  with  the  meal.  This  simple 
remedy,  we  are  assured,  will  arrest  the  progress  of  boils  (even  after 
they  have  assumed  considerable  size),  by  being  continuously  applied 
n  the  form  of  a  poultice,  as  above  directed.    Try  it. 
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Diaphoresis  in  Scarlatinal  DporsY. — The  Lancet  reports,  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Garrod,  "two  cases  of  scarlatinal  dropsy,  which  had 
been  successfully  treated  by  hot  baths  and  packing.  The  patients  were 
first  placed  in  a  hot  bath,  and  on  leaving  it  they  were,  wnile  still  wet, 
enveloped  in  a  hot  blanket,  and  laid  in  bed  beneath  one  or  more  other 
hot  blankets,  so  as  to  maintain,  for  a  time,  a  profuse  perspiration. 
The  sweating  was  at  first  made  to  last  about  a  couple  of  hours,  but, 
as  the  dropsy  disappeared,  the  duration  of  the  process  was  gradually 
reduced  to  half  an  hour.  When  all  puflmess  had  disappeared,  a  treat- 
ment by  small  doses  sulphate  of  iron  was  substituted  until  all  trace  of 
albumen  in  the  urine  was  lost." 


Belladonna  in  Tonsilitis. — A  correspondent  of  the  Lancet 
-writes,  "  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of  acute  tonsilitis  by  belladon- 
na, that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  treating  this  disease  by  the 
administration  of  two-drop  doses  of  the  tincture  of  belladonna  every 
two  hours,  wifh  the  effect  of  causing  a  subsidence  of  the  inflammatory 
phenomena  in  from  12  to  24  hours." 


Hooping-Cougii. — In  the  treatment  of  hooping-cough,  Dr.  Jas.  P. 
McVicker  has  derived  the  most  signal  advantage  from  the  exhibition 
of  the  fluid  extract  of  cimicifuga,  in  doses  suited  to  the  age  of  the 
child,  and  repeated  every  hour :  and  the  same  gentleman  has  pre- 
scribed the  bromide  of  potassium  in  the  eclampsia  of  children  with 
the  most  satisfactory  results. — Trans.  Pa.  Med.  Soc. 


Sulphite  of  Soda  in  Diabetes. — Dr.  C.  B.  Kieffer,  Carlisle,  re- 
ports two  cases  of  Diabetes  cured  by  the  use  Sulphite  of  Soda.  In 
one  case  he  gave  the  following  formula: 

R. — Soda3  Sulphitis,  ^  ounce. 

Aqua,  6  ounces. — M, 

S. — A  dessertspoonful,  four  times  a  day,  in  a  little  water. 


Treatment  of  Bronciiorro3A  by  Tar- Water. — The  Eau  de  Gou- 
drou  which  a  chemist,  in  Paris,  by  the  name  of  Guyot,  is  advertising 
and  selling  largely,  is  little  else  than  tar- water— aqua  picis.  It  is  found 
of  great  efticacy  in  the  treatment  of  bronchorroea  and  allied  complaints. 
It  is  strange  that  the  balsams  are  so  much  neglected  by  physicians. 
Not  long  since,  one  wrote  to  us  that  he  had  been  cured  of  what  he 
believed  to  be,  and  what  his  medical  friends  pronounced  to  be  con- 
sumption, by  their  use.  He  seemed  to  think  he  had  left  the  regular 
practice  in  submitting  to  this  treatment,  when,  in  fact,  their  use  has 
been  recognized  as  efficacious  for  generations.  They  should  be  more 
extensively  employed. 
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Abortive  Treatment  of  Felons. — Dr.  J.  H.  S.,  in  the  Boston 
Journal  of  Chemistry,  has,  for  ten  years,  adopted  the  plan  of  apply- 
ing several  coatings  of  collodion  over  the  finger,  or  place  where  the 
pain  is  felt,  on  its  first  appearance.  On  drying,  the  collodion  contracts 
with  an  even  pressure,  and  if  kept  on  for  twenty-four  hours  the  symp- 
toms will,  usually,  entirely  disappear.  Of  late,  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  soaking  the  finger  in  quite  a  strong  solution  of  carbolic  acid, 
for  a  few  minutes  before  applying  the  collodion. 


Dr.  Pancoast's  Treatment  of  Inverted  Toe-Nail. — Dr.  Pancoast 
never  removes  the  nail,  nor  any  portion  of  it ;  but,  as  the  trouble 
arises  from  the  edge  of  the  nail  dipping  down  into  the  flesh  at  the  side 
of  the  toe,  he  cuts  away  the  soft  parts,  and  leaves  the  nail  in  a  posi- 
tion where  it  can  do  no  harm ;  then  raising  up  its  free  edge,  and  sep- 
arating it  thoroughly  from  the  parts  below  it  with  a  thin  handle  of  a 
scalpel,  he  slips  beneath  it  a  strip  or  two  of  adhesive  plaster,  and  car- 
ries the  ends  beneath  the  ball  of  the  toe  and  round  upon  the  meta- 
tarsus, so  as  to  force  the  soft  parts  down  and  the  nail  up.  When  the 
parts  heal,  the  side  of  the  nail  will  be  free  from  any  covering.  One 
great  advantage  of  this  operation  is  that  the  patient  is  almost  imme- 
diately enabled  to  attend  to  his  business.  He  keeps  the  parts  covered 
for  several  days  with  a  strong  aqueous  solution  of  sub-acetate  of  lead 
and  laudanum. — Medical  Archives. 


Preparation  of  Aqu^e  Medicare. — The  editor  of  the  Amer.  Jour, 
of  Pharmacy  condemns  the  method  of  prejiaring  medicated  waters  as 
directed  by  the  American  Pharmacopeia,  because  the  carbonate  of 
magnesia  they  contain  precipitates  a  portion  of  the  insoluble  alkaloid 
basis,  the  salts  of  which  may  have  been  dissolved  in  them.  He  pre- 
fers the  old  method  of  distillation,  which  is  still  retained  by  the 
British  Pharmacopeia.  So,  we  will  take  a  step  backward  in  this  re- 
gard.— Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


German  Pharmacopeia. — Arrangements  have  been  made  for  fram- 
ing a  Pharmacopeia  for  the  whole  German  Empire.  Heretofore  nearly 
every  State  has  had  one  of  its  own,  different  from  all  the  others. 


Tension  of  Nerves. — The  Detroit  Homeopathic  Observer  refers 
to  Dr.  B.  L.  Hill,  who  recently  died  in  Marysville,  as  having  been  Pro- 
fessor in  the  Eclectic  College  of  Cincinnatti,  founder  of  the  Home- 
opathic College  of  Cleveland,  in  which  he  held  two  Professorships, 
Professor  in  the  Homeopathic  College  of  St.  Louis,  author  of 
u  Eclectic  Surgery,"  "  Homeopathic  Surgery,"  and  other  works,  "  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  IT.  S.  Consul  at  Nicaragua,  a 
practitioner  of  surgery,  a  speculator  in  lands,  a  manufacturer  or  trader 
in  lumber,  etc.,  etc. — nerves  always  at  a  high  rate  of  tension." 
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Tubal  Pregnancy. — In  the  PhilcL  Med.  Times,  reference  is  made 
to  «i  case  of  tubal  pregnancy  described  in  a  German  journal.  The  pa- 
tient was  forty-four  years  old,  pregnant  for  the  fourth  time,  and  had 
reached  the  end  of  gestation  without  any  abnormal  symptoms,  when 
fugitive  labor  pains  were  soon  followed  by  convulsions,  coma,  rapid 
prostration  and  death.  A  post-mortem  examination  disclosed  a  fully 
developed  dead  fetus  inclosed  in  membranes,  and  lying  in  a  musculo- 
membranous  sac,  which  was  formed  by  the  distended  fallopian  tube, 
the  placenta  being  attached  anteriorly. 


Contagiousness  of  Cholera. — The  Privy  Council  of  Great  Brit- 
ain have  issued  a  circular  relating  to  the  threatened  invasion  of  cholera 
{Med.  Press  and  Circular),  in  which  they  use  this  language  :  "  Happily 
for  mankind,  cholera  is  so  little  contagious,  in  the  sense  in  which  small- 
pox and  scarlatina  are  commonly  called  contagious,  that  if  reasonable 
care  be  taken  where  it  is  present,  there  is  scarcely  any  risk  that  the 
disease  will  spread  to  persons  who  nurse  and  otherwise  closely  attend 
upon  the  siek." 


Are  Water-beds  useful  ? — Dr.  Mayrhofer,  in  Wien  Med.  JfV., 
No.  19,  1871,  discusses  this  question.  He  believes  it  is  a  false  assump- 
tion that  a  patient  lies  easily  on  a  bed  whose  particles  are  readily  dis- 
placed ;  he  lies  softly  only  on  a  bed  whose  particles  closely  approxi- 
mate upon  pressure,  and  at  the  same  time  have  the  power  of  return- 
ing to  their  previous  distention  on  the  removal  of  the  pressure.  The 
water-bed  therefere  has  been  adopted  under  false  impressions,  and  ex- 
perience has  taught  the  author  that  all  wounded  patients  pine  on 
such  beds  ;  furthermore  there  occurred  in  a  few  cases  very  extensive 
gangrene  from  the  pressure.  The  water-bed  should,  therefore,  be 
wholly  cast  aside.  The  object  of  the  air  and  water-beds  is  much 
more  to  distribute  the  pressure  equally  upon  the  surface  supported, 
and  thus  to  protect  the  otherwise  threatened  localities.  For  this  pur- 
pose, however,  the  India-rubber  sack  should  be  only  partially  tilled  ; 
then  the  patient  will  certainly  not  pine. — X  Y  Med.  Jour. 


Spontaneous  Generation. — At  the  late  meeting  of  the  British 
Association  for  the  advancement  of  Science,  Dr.  Charlton  Bastian 
gave  the  details  of  some  of  his  most  recent  experiments,  the  results 
of  which  led  him  to  the  conclusion  that  living  matter  might  arise  de 
novo,  and  that  this  living  matter  might  go  on  to  the  development  of 
certain  common  organic  forms,  just  as  surely  as  any  speck  of  crystal- 
line matter  in  a  fluid  might  take  on  and  assume  certain  definite  charac- 
ters which  belonged  to  the  saline  substance  in  its  crystalline  condition. 
His  experiments  showed  that  living  organisms  had  been  found  in 
fluids  that  had  been  exposed  to  a  temperature  higher  than  was  suffi- 
cient to  destroy  germs. — X.  Y.  Med.  Jour. 
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Benign"  and  Malignant  Growths — Differential  Diagnosis. — 
Dr.  J.  N.  Danforth,  of  Chicago,  concludes  an  interesting  paper  on  the 
"  microscopic  appearances  of  cancer  cells,"  in  the  Chicago  Medical 
Journal,  with  "the  following  simple  rules  for  drawing  the  distinction 
between  innocent  and  morbid  growths  ;  whenever  a  description  of  one 
of  the  cells  of  a  microscopic  specimen  is  a  description  of  all  its  cells, 
the  chances  are  as  ten  to  one  that  it  is  not  cancer  ; — whenever,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  cells  of  such  a  specimen  are  so  varied  in  form  and  size 
that  philology,  and  ingenuity,  and  imagination,  and  the  most  unflinch- 
ing resolution  combined,  utterly  fail  to  accomplish  the  task  of  descri- 
bing them,  the  chances  are  as  ten  to  one  that  the  specimen  is  from  a 
malignant  growth,  whatever  maybe  its  name  or  location." — The  Med- 
ical Cosmos. 


Phosphate  of  Lime  in  Sickneis  of  Pregnancy,  Etc. — Metbalfe 
Johnson,  M.  R.  C.  S.  E.,  Lancaster,  Eng.,  {Medical  Times  and  Ga- 
zette,) commends  as  a  nutriment  and  nervine  "  the  simple  nydrated 
phosbhate  of  lime  of  the  Pharamacopceia  in  doses  of  from  three  to  ten 
grains  each,  three  times  a  day,  suspended  in  water,  and  flavored  ac- 
cording to  the  taste  of  the  patient. 

•*  As  we  have  seen,  the  altered  shape  of  the  uterus,  the  altered  neiwe 
relations,  the  control  of  the  ganglionic  nerve  to  supply  the  new  arteri- 
al system  to  be  established,  make  a  demand  upon  nervous  influence 
which  is  very  unusual.  Nervous  power  cannot  be  expended  without 
harm,  unless  the  supply  of  new  neuric  elements  makes  up  the  deficien- 
cy. Neuric  force  derives  much  of  its  nutrition  and  force  from  phos- 
phates. Moreover,  the  child  in  its  formation  requires  more  phosphates 
for  its  new  bones,  and  if  these  are  supplied  at  the  expense  of  brain  and 
ganglionic  nerve,  it  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  debility,  ner- 
vousness, and  all  the  concurrent  train  of  symptoms  must  inevitably  be 
brought  about ;  and  hence  arise  those  feelings  of  depression,  peevish- 
ness and  iaritability  so  fraquently  associated  with  the  pregnant  state. 
Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  if  we  consider  that  we  take  no  steps  to 
supply  the  new  demand  made  upon  the  blood." — The  Medical  Cos- 
mos. 


To  Disguise  Castor  Oil. — Rub  up  two  drops  oil  of  cinnamon  with 
an  ounce  of  glycerin,  and  add  an  ounce  of  castor  oil.  Children  will 
take  it  as  a  luxury,  and  ask  for  more. 


Strychnia  and  Xanthoxylin  in  Dyspepsia. — We  are  informed 
that  some  of  the  most  troublesome  cases  of  indigestion  have  been 
greatly  benefited  by  one-thirtieth  portion  of  a  grain  of  strychnia  and 
one  grain  of  Xanthoxylin,  taken  after  each  meal. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

THE  HUMAN  SOUL. 

BY  ALEXANDER   WILDER,    M.  D. 

An  esteemed  correspondent  asks  for  a  fuller  exposition  of  the 
doctrine  suggested  in  a  former  paper,  relating  to  the  interior  na- 
ture of  man.  What  we  are,  whence  we  came,  and  whither  we 
tend,  are  questions  that  have  absorbed  the  attention  of  inquirers 
in  all  ages  of  human  history.  Ancient  sages  and  modern  savans 
alike  have  grappled  with  the  problem,  "  from  Vyasa  to  Des  Cartes, 
from  Galen  to  Ennemoser,  from  Orpheus  to  Henry  More,  from 
Aristotle  to  Frohschammer.  "    This  much  we  all  know  : 

"  The  eternal  surge 
Of  time  and  tide  rolls  on,  and  bears  afar 
Our  bubbles  :  as  the  old  burst,  new  emerge, 
Lashed  from  the  foam  of  ages  :  while  the  graves 
Of  empires  heave  but  like  some  passing  waves." 

The  old  Aryan  philosopher  taught  that  souls  are  emanations 
from  God,  portions  of  his  substance  incarnated  into  material 
bodies,  and  predestined  to  return  to  intimate  union  with  him. 
Hence,  like  God,  they  love,  idealize,  are  conscious  and  intelligent. 

Other  teachers  asserted  that  human  beings  have  had  an  ante- 
rior existence.    The  metempsychosis  of  the  Brahmins  and  Pytha- 
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goras  has  been  believed  in  bj  untold  millions.  Manicheans  and 
other  Gnostics  taught  that  matter  was  created  by  the  Potentate  of 
Evil,  who  devised,  for  the  purpose  of  perpetuating  its  union  with 
celestial  natures,  that  the  human  race  should  be  propagated  by  the 
sexes.  Accordingly  the  spasm  of  impregnation  thrills  a  summons 
to  a  soul,  and  drags  it  into  its  appointed  receptacle.  This  notion  is 
the  parent  of  monkish  asceticism,  which  is  older  than  history,  and 
leavens  the  sentiments  of  many  at  the  present  day.  According  to 
it  all  physical  delight  is  evil,  and  the  sexual  relation,  especially, 
unholy  and  unclean.  Nature  and  every  human  impulse  were  as- 
serted to  be  totally  depraved. 

Another  hypothesis  is  that  souls  are  celestial  beings,  guilty  of 
sin,  which  they  are  compelled  to  expiate  in  a  physical  mode  of  ex- 
istence. This  is  the  doctrine  taught  by  Jacob  Bcehmen,  in  his 
"Mysterium  Magnum";  by  William  Law,  in  "The  Spirit  of 
Prayer ;"  and  by  the  Kev.  Dr.  Edward  Beecher,  in  "  The  Conflict 
of  Ages." 

There  is  something  plausible  in  the  idea  of  a  former  existence. 
Thoughts  pass  through  the  mind  which  seem  like  memories,  and 
sudden  impressions  come  upon  us  that  we  have  been  in  the  same 
places  and  circumstances  as  at  the  present  moment  at  one  or  more 
previous  periods.  A  feeling  of  loneliness  often  lingers  about  us, 
as  though  we  were  exiles  from  a  distant  and  almost  forgotten 
home. 

The  Talmudists  inculcated  that  all  souls  were  created  at  the  be- 
ginning. Some  theologians  declared  that  they  existed  in  the  soul 
of  the  first  man  and  sinned  with  him;  others,  that  they  lay  in  the 
ova  of  the  first  woman,  and  were  corrupted  by  the  eating  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  It  has  also 
been  affirmed  that  the  soul  was  created  by  God  at  the  moment  of 
the  propagation  of  the  body. 

THE  PSYCHOLOGY  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

The  psychical  entity  NPS,  (nejohesh),  psuche,  anvma,  or  soul, 
is  the  principle  of  life,  the  selfhood.  The  term  is  used  to  dis- 
tinguish the  vital  principle  from  a  dead  body,  to  express  the 
sensational  and  affectional  principle  rathenthan  the  rational — the 
essential  individual  as  a  person.     A  few  quotations  show  this : 
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w  My  lust  (or  soul)  shall  be  satisfied  upon  them,"  Exodus  15  :  19. 
"Our  soul  loatheth  this  light  bread,''  Numbers  21  :  5.  "They 
tempted  God  in  their  hearts  by  asking  meat  for  their  lust  (or  souls)," 
Psalm  78  :  18.  "  Eat  that  which  is  good  and  let  your  soul  delight 
itself  in  fatness,"  Isaiah  51 :  2.  "  The  desire  accomplished  is  sweet 
to  the  soul,''  Proverbs  13  :  19.  "  Ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls," 
Jer.  6  :  10.  u  He  uttereth  his  mischievous  desire,"  (or  mischief 
of  his  soul),  Mich.  7  :  3.  1 '  My  soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,"  Matt. 
26  :  38.  "  Them  that  believe  to  the  saving  of  the  soul,"  Heb. 
10:  39. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  that  these  quotations,  which  can 
be  multiplied  to  pages,  mention  the  soul  as  the  ego,  the  conscious 
inner  and  essential  self,  and  a  translation  expressing  this  personality 
definitely  would  have  been  duly  sanctioned.  The  renderings  "  I 
will  be  satisfied,"  "we  loathe  this  light  bread,"  "asking  for  them- 
selves meat,"  "delight  yourselves  with  fat  food,"  "the  desire 
accomplished  is  meat  to  the  person  himself,"  "  rest  for  yourselves," 
"  his  cherished  mischief,"  "  I  am  exceeding  sorrowful,"  11  that 
believe  to  their  own  salvation,"  would  express  what  the  writers 
meant.  A  few  times  the  term  nephesh,  or  soul,  is  used  for  the  dead 
as  follows  :  "Ye  shall  not  make  any  cuttings  in  your  flesh  for  the 
dead  "  (or,  for  a  soul,)  Leviticus  19  :  28. 

Animals  are  also  said  to  have  a  soul,  a  psychical  entity ;  but 
they  differ  from  man  in  the  fact  of  not  possessing  a  higher  spiritual 
prineiple.  Thus  is  an  important  distinction  made  between  the 
two.  Irenaeus  says  :  "  There  are  three  things  of  which  the  entire 
man  consists,  flesh,  soul,  spirit;  the  one,  the  spirit,  giving  form  ; 
the  other,  the  flesh,  receiving  furm.  The  sonl  is  intermediate 
between  the  two;  and  sometimes  following  the  spirit,  is  elevated 
by  it,  and  sometimes  following  the  flesh,  falls  into  earthly  con- 
cupiscences." Origen,  declaring  the  same  thing,  remarked  :  "  If 
the  soul  renounce  the  flesh  and  join  with  the  spirit,  it  will  itself 
become  spiritual,  but  if  it  cast  itself  down  to  the  desires  of  the 
flesh,  it  will  itself  degenerate  into  the  body." 

Accordingly  we  find  in  four  or  five  passages  of  the  apostolic 
epistles  the  adjective  psuchikos,  or  psychical,  as  contrasted  with 
pneumatikos,  spiritual.  Paul  declares:  "The  psychical  man 
receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  spirit  of  God,  for  they  are  foolish- 
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ness  to  him :  neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they  are 
spiritually  discerned.  But  he  that  is  spiritual  judgeth  (discerneth) 
all  things,  yet  he  himself  is  judged  (discerned)  of  no  man." 
1  Corinthians  2:  14,  15.  "It  is  sown  a  psychical  body;  it  is 
raised  a  spiritual  body.  There  is  a  psychical  body,  and  there  is 
a  spiritual  body.  And  so  it  is  written:  'The  first  man,  Adam, 
was  made  a  living  soul  (psuche) ;  the  last  Adam  a  vivifying  spirit. 
Howbeit,  that  was  not  first  which  is  spiritual,  but  that  which  is 
psychical ;  and  afterward  that  which  is  spiritual."  1  Corinthians  15 : 
44,  45,  46.  "  This  wisdom  descendeth  not  from  above  (it  is  not 
spiritual  and  celestial)  but  is  earthly,  psychical,  demoniacal. "  James 
3  :  15.  "  There  be  they  that  separate  themselves,  psj-chical,  hav- 
ing not  the  spirit."  Jude  19. 

It  is  evident  from  these  quotations  that  that  form  of  interior 
character,  entitled  psychical  or  soulish,  is  the  first  which  a 
human  being  possesses  ;  and  that  the  spiritual  character  is  subse- 
quently evolved,  being  engendered  from  the  divine  nature.  Man, 
whose  knowledge  and  motives  of  action  are  circumscribed  by  the 
exterior  world  and  every-day  views  of  right,  is  essentially 
what  is  denominated  psychical,  and  as  such  is  incapable  of  having 
or  apprehending  a  higher  motive  or'  principle.  "The  things  of 
the  spirit  of  God  are  foolishness  to  him."  They  are  the  spiritual 
in  whom  is  developed  the  divine  principle,  who  are  born  from 
above,  who  create  their  own  destiny,  who  know  the  truth  and  are 
free,  who  are  a  law  to  themselves,  and  therefore  "  cannot  sin.' 
Uohn  3:  9. 

THE  GENESIS  OF  THE  SOUL. 

The  soul,  being  the  essential  selfhood,  must  begin  to  exist  as  a 
distinct  entity  when  vitality  duly  commences  with  the  embryo. 
"  As  the  body  of  the  child,"  says  Alger,  "is  the  derivative  of  a 
germ  elaborated  in  the  body  of  the  parent,  so  the  soul  of  the  child  is 
the  derivative  of  a  developing  impulse  of  power  imparted  from  the 
soul  of  the  parent." 

How  it  becomes  derived  is  a  matter  above  our  powers  fully  to 
understand.  Emanuel  Swedenborg  in  his  remarkable  treatise  "  On 
Generation,"  essays  the  explanation  as  follows:  "Love,  and 
particularly  sexual  love,  is  a  most  close  union  of  wills  and  dis- 
positions, and  indeed  a  union  so  great,  that  the  life  of  the  one  is 
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always  communicated  to  the  life  of  the  other,  so  that  in  the  height 
of  the  ecstasy,  whatever  is  peculiar  to  either,  or  is  either's  own,  is 
felt  to  be  the  other's  reciprocally.  At  that  moment  the  soul 
strives  to  go  forth  out  of  its  body,  and,  as  it  were,  to  found  a 
colony." 

VTe  are  not  prepared,  however,  to  accept  the  latter  statement. 
The  soul,  as  the  seat  of  sensation  and  emotion,  warmed  and  vivified 
by  the  spirit  and  affection,  seeks  to  leave  its  own  house,  not  "  to 
found  a  colony"  or  generate  a  new  creature,  but  to  be  perfectly 
blended  and  united  with  the  one  beloved.  Even  the  sexual  pas- 
sion, where  genuine  love  is  not  associated  with  it,  acts  more  or  less 
in  the  same  direction.    All  dalliance  looks  to  a  like  end. 

But  the  real  demiurge,  the  creator  of  the  future  being,  is  the 
mother  herself.  The  womb  is  the  woman.  It  is  the  centre  and 
focus  of  female  existence,  and  upon  its  conditions  depend  the 
health,  cheerfulness,  normality,  and  the  essential  womanliness  of 
the  woman  herself  During  the  nubile  period,  it  is  constantly 
endeavoring  to  form  and  produce  offspring.  While  acting  alone,  in 
virgin  life,  and  with  no  concurrence  on  the  part  of  another  parent, 
working  <is  of  its  own  accord,  it  regularly  summons  an  ovule  from 
above,  to  be  inspired  with  a  living  soul  and  made  a  sentient  being. 
This  operation  failing,  the  little  rudiment  perishes,  and  another 
ovum  is  evoked  to  run  a  similar  career.  The  sexual  union  is  an 
act  of  affection,  or  of  passion,  between  the  two  persons,  with  but 
little  direct  relation  to  the  work  which  the  womb  is  essaying  to 
perform.  Nobody  supposes,  for  example,  that  cestruating  animals 
care,  or  even  have  an  idea  of  propagation  ;  and  the  same  analogy 
exists  in  all  of  the  sexual  relations  of  human  beings.  But,  inci- 
dentally, the  sexual  act  brings  within  the  female  organism  the 
sperm  which  has  been  extracted  and  elaborated  from  the  purest 
elements  in  the  body  of  the  male,  and  is  now  all  the  while  diffusing 
an  aura  full  of  psychical  and  vital  elements.  These  are  absorbed 
in  a  great  measure  by  the  parts  with  which  theyjcome  in  contact, 
adding  thus  to  the  volume  of  the  woman's  life,  increasing  the 
health  and  blandness  of  the  fluids,  and  sweetening  the  temper 
and  sensibilities.*    The  womb,  watching  its  opportunity,  now 

*  Where  there  is  no  connubial  affection  existing  in  the  case,  the  very  opposite 
of  this  may  occur,  and  "female  disease"  be  the  result. 
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also  imbibes  the  aura,  and  an  ovum,  if  it  is  ready,  throws  out  its 
umbilical  fibril,  takes  root,  and  assumes  at  once  the  conditions  of 
a  new  being.*  The  soul  and  the  body  are  thus  simultaneously 
begun  in  embryo. 

SUMMARY. 

We  trust  that  we  have  made  our  ideas  intelligible.  It  is  our 
belief  that  existence  begins  rudimentarily  with  the  mother,  requir- 
ing, however,  the  inception  of  an  aura  or  emanation  essentially 
vital  or  vivific  from  the  father.  When  this  existence  has  com- 
menced, a  new  soul  has  come  into  being.  This  is,  from  the 
nature  and  necessity  of  the  case,  but  a  rudiment  or  embryo ;  yet 
it  is  the  beginning  of  the  man,  male  or  female, — of  the  mind,  the 
future  divine  being.    Moral  character  is,  of  course,  in  abeyance. 

The  imperative  necessities  of  existence  compel  the  embryo,  fetus, 
and  infant  to  seek  only  what  is  for  itself :  what  is  denominated 
selfishness  is  essential  to  its  continued  existence.  A  babe  can  do 
no  good  by  being  unselfish,  being  unable  to  serve  or  minister  to 
another  by  any  self-abnegation.  First,  therefore,  as  Paul  declares, 
is  that  which  is  psychical ;  but  as  growth  matures,  the  "  childish 
thing"  selfishness  should  be  put  off,  and  superseded  by  the  charity 
or  love  '£  that  seeketh  not  her  own."  Then  succeeds  "  that  which  is 
spiritual."  Moral  character,  spirituality,  the  regenerate  life,  can- 
not properly  be  said  to  have  been  evolved  till  this  maturing.  Many 
seem  to  abide  in  the  selfish  and  sensual  spheres,  and  not  to  attain 
a  high  spiritual  or  even  intellectual  condition  ;  while  others  trans- 
cend the  domains  of  common  knowledge  and  even  are  enabled  to 
exercise  supernal  powers  and  affections.  They  "  eat  angels'  food,'' 
"meat  that  ye  know  not  of,"  and  possess  a  vitality  sustained  by  as- 
similating the  spiritual  substances  of  the  invisible  kingdom.  They 
are  "prophets,"  divine  men,  who  often  perceive  by  their  interior 
consciousness  the  facts  which  others  have  to  learn  by  study  and 
research.  They  live  not  in  time,  but  in  the  "day  of  the  Lord  " 
the  "  last  day,"  the  day  of  ages,  or  asonian  day. 

*  It  is  now  well  established  among  medical  men  that  the  direct  sexual  contact 
is  not  absolutely  essential  to  propagation.  A  woman,  in  the  proper  physical  con- 
dition, may  be  made  a  mother  if  the  recently  ejaculated  male  fluid  is  injected  or 
otherwise  mechanically  placed  within  her  body,  having  neither  experienced  an 
orgasm,  or  even  been  very  near  a  person  of  the  other  sex. 
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We  would  be  more  than  compensated  for  this  essay  if  we  could 
by  it  inspire  in  any  a  profounder  sentiment  of  re^pecc  and 
veneration  for  whatever  pertains  to  the  subject  of  which  we  have 
treated.  But  for  sex,  its  conditions  and  functions,  there  would  be 
no  continuing  chain  of  existence,  nor  that  love  which  makes  ex- 
istence sweet,  pure,  and  sacred.  Let  these  functions  cease  and  the 
entire  creation  is  at  a  stand-still.  Their  province  is  to  extend  the 
past  to  the  future.  An  agency  so  essential  should  never  be  men- 
tioned or  even  thought  of  except  as  the  most  sacred  fact  of  all  ex- 
istence. Maternity  is  the  highest  physical  function.  Prudery 
and  pruriency  are  alike  foul,  profane  and  lascivious.  Dirty  thoughts 
are  the  index  of  degradation.  Life,  love,  and  all  things  pertaining 
to  them  are  holy.  Well  for  those  who  apprehend  this;  wise  are 
they  who  know  themselves.  11  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for 
they  shall  see  God." 


A  DEFENCE  OF  W.  BYRD  POWELL'S  THEORY. 

BY  E.  B.  FOOTE,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Wilder,  whose  contributions  to  the  Review  always  greatly 
interest  me,  seems  disposed  to  neglect  no  opportunity  to  present 
what  he  regards  as  a  vital  defect  in  W.  Byrd  Powell's  laws  of  tem- 
perament. In  his  annual  address  delivered  before  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  January.  1870,  he 
remarked  as  follows : 

u  The  theory  of  Dr.  Powell  is,  indeed,  a  very  gloomy  one.  No 
community  could  long  exist  free  from  the  scrofulous  and  other 
maladies  indicated  in  his  hypothesis.  Two  or  three  generations 
will  generally  be  sufficient  to  blend  all  his  temperaments  so  com- 
pletely, that  few  or  no  p  rsons  will  be  left,  except  such  as  are 
what  he  denominates  1  physiologically  incompatible.'  The  alli- 
ance of  which  he  considers  compatible  temperaments,  must  inevi- 
tably result  in  a  general  commixture,  so  that  every  person  will 
have  some  proportion  of  each  vital,  and  of  each  adjunctive  tem- 
perament, which  would  render  him  more  or  less  incompatible  for 
any  conjugal  alliance  whatsoever.  Not  being  able,"  he  continues, 
"to  extricate  ourselves  from  that  dilemma,  and  finding  that  the 
human  race  does  not  greatly  fall  off  in  numbers,  we  abandon  the 
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theory  as  somehow  at  fault,  and  seek  for  our  faith  a  firmer  and 
more  satisfactory  foundation." 

In  looking  over  the  October  number  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Review,  I  find  in  an  article  by  Dr.  Wilder,  upon  scrofula,  a  reit- 
eration of  the  above  views  in  the  following  language: 

"  Several  modern  writers  have  attributed  the  prevalence  of  the 
diathesis,  and  its  sequences  of  malformation,  deaf  muteism,  blind- 
ness, and  idiocy  to  the  intermarriage  of  kindred,  and  Professor 
W.  Byrd  Powell,  refining  upon  the  idea,  declared  them  the  inher- 
itance of  children  of  parents  whose  temperaments  forbade  their 
union  in  the  function  of  parentage.  But  conjugal  alliances, 
formed  carefully  on  the  principles  which  Dr.  Powell  maintained, 
would  be  sure,  in  a  few  generations,  to  result  in  the  blending  of 
all  the  vital  and  adjunctive  temperaments  so  intimately  that, 
accepting  his  premises  as  true,  scrofula,  idiocy  and  sterility,  or 
early  mortality  would  be  the  heritage  of  every  family.  As  for 
close  intermarriage  of  kindred,"  remarks  this  writer,  "it  was  cus- 
tomary, for  ages,  among  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  the  Greeks  and 
Egyptians,  the  Persians  and  other  Eastern  peoples  of  known 
vitality,  and  generally  supposed  to  be  exempt  from  struma." 

It  fortunately  happens  for  my  purpose  that,  in  the  address  from 
which  the  first  quotation  is  taken,  Dr.  Wilder  himself  unwittingly 
refutes  his  favorite  objection  to  W.  Byrd  Powell's  theory  in  regard 
to  the  temperaments.  In  treating  upon  hybridity,  and  its  results, 
Dr.  W.  quotes  and  indorses  what  Mr.  Carpenter  says,  in  relation 
to  the  subject  as  follows: 

"  It  may  be  considered  as  a  fundamental  fact,  alike  in  the  vege- 
table and  the  animal  kingdom,  that  hybrid  races,  originating  in 
the  sexual  connection  of  individual  species,  do  not  tend  to  self- 
perpetuation  ;  the  hybrids  being  nearly  sterile  with  each  other, 
although  they  may  propagate  with  either  of  their  parent  races,  in 
which  the  hybrid  will  soon  merge." 

It  is  only  necessary  to  apply  this  law  governing  hybridity  to 
that  governing  marriage  and  reproduction,  according  to  Byrd 
Powell's  philosophy,  to  see  that  Dr.  Wilder's  objection  to  the 
Powell  theory  is  untenable.  Powell  held  that  the  vital  tempera- 
ments (the  sanguine  and  bilious)  were  the  primitive  or  natural 
temperaments ;  that  the  non- vital  (the  encephalic  and  lymphatic) 
were  acquired  or  preternatural,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
would  necessarily  possess  the  physiological  quality  of  hybridity. 
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Modern  civilization,  he  maintained,  had  produced  the  non-vital 
temperaments.  Mental  labor  in  the  bank,  counting-room,  etc., 
had  expanded  the  forehead  and  produced  the  encephalic  tempera- 
ment Wealth  and  its  attendant  luxury  and  ease  had  produced 
the  lymphatic*  temperament  Now,  as  the  non-vital  tempera- 
ments are  preternatural,  are  they  not  subject  to  the  same  law  that 
governs  hybridity  ?  And  if  so,  does  not  the  quotation  from  Car- 
penter apply  with  as  much  force  to  the  laws  of  temperaments  as 
to  those  of  hybridity  ? 

Observation,  at  least  the  observation  of  the  writer,  sustains  this 
view  of  the  question.  There  are  constantly  being  born  to  parents 
wherein  the  temperament  on  one  side  is  vital,  and  on  the  other  non- 
vital,  children  possessing  only  the  original  or  vital  type.  In  some 
children  we  rind  the  temperaments  mixed ;  but  quite  as  often  we 
find  those  possessing  the  original  temperaments  in  their  purity. 
The  vicissitudes  occurring  to  individuals  in  commerce  and  society 
are  constantly  throwing  out  of  counting-rooms  and  the  parlors  of 
affluence  both  the  brain-worker  and  the  indolent,  and  others, 
fresh  with  the  vital  temperaments,  are  taking  their  places  ;  and 
while  the  encephalic  temperament  once  established  in  any  indi- 
vidual cannot  be  entirely  obliterated  in  his  lifetime,  the  lymphatic 
may  be  worked  out.  or  taken  on,  within  the  limits  of  a  single 
year,  so  that  this  phase  of  hybridity  (so  to  speak)  in  tempera- 
ment, may  be  extinguished  or  reproduced  repeatedly  during  the 
natural  life  of  an  individual,  according  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  is  placed. 

What  Dr.  Wilder  states  in  regard  to  the  close  intermarriage  of 
kindred  among  the  Jews,  etc.,  is  doubtless  true,  and  it  was 
because  those  primitive  people  were  possessed  of  so  much  vitality, 
that  their  intermarriage  did  not  result  in  disease.  The  Jews  and 
Arabs  were  a  pastoral  and  nomadic  people,  and  engaged  in  such 
physical  pursuits  as  prevented  the  development  oic  the  non-vital 
temperaments.  The  masses  of  the  people  among  the  ancient  Per- 
sians, Egyptians  and  Grecians  were  also  so  situated  as  to  preserve 
the  predominance  of  the  natural  temperaments.  There  were  smart 
people  then,  but  they  constituted  only  a  handful.  According  to 
Byrd  Powell,  Socrates  was  mainly  of  the  lymphatic  temperament; 
many  others  of  the  Grecian  philosophers  and  orators  may  have 
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been  , encephalic  or  lymphatic,  according  to  circumstances  ;  but  it 
is  a  generally  accepted  fact  that  the  wives  of  the  Grecians  were 
little  else  than  slaves.  There  was  little  chance  for  them,  on  either 
hand,  to  take  on  the  encephalic  temperament  by  mental  labor,  or 
the  lymphatic  temperament  from  luxury  and  ease.  * 

The  above  is  all  I  have  presently  to  offer  in  answer  to  Dr. 
Wilder's  objection  ;  but  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  more  rele- 
vant to  this  subject.  It  may  occur  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  that 
the  acquired  or  non-vital  temperaments  are,  in  view  of  what  has 
been  presented,  a  curse  to  mankind.  Not  so;  they  are  providen- 
tial. Why?  Because  our  civilization  has  so  intensified  the  vital 
temperaments,  that  the  marriage  of  persons  possessing  these  qual- 
ities in  their  purity  produces  offspring  liable  to  nervous  diseases 
and  insanity.  It  is  therefore  fortunate  that  something  has  come 
in  for  their  dilution.  We  need  to  adulterate  them.  In  other 
words,  we  must  "  water  the  stock,"  as  the  railroad  and  other  cor. 
porators  say  when  the  original  stock  becomes  too  valuable. 
When,  in  the  commercial  world,  stocks  are  too  highly  watered, 
insolvency  is  the  inevitable  result ;  when,  in  our  parental  relations, 
vital  stock  becomes  too  greatly  diluted,  then  we  have  offspring 
bloodless,  feeble,  and  dying.  Fortunately  when  a  married  couple 
are  both  purely  of  the  preternatural  temperaments,  no  children  are 
born;  they  are  fruitless  just  as  two  hybrids  are,  by  an  inevitable 
law  of  nature.  One  of  the  former  may  propagate  with  one  having 
one  of  the  primitive  temperaments,  just  as  one  of  the  latter  may 
propagate  with  either  of  the  parent  races,  and  in  both  instances, 
in  conformity  to  the  law  so  well  expressed  by  Carpenter,  they 
will  soon  merge  into  the  primitive  temperaments  and  parent  races. 

It  has  often  occurred  to  the  mind  of  the  writer  that  the  vital 
temperaments  represent  what  we  denominate  the  positive,  and  the 
non-vital  what  we  call  the  negative  quality  in  treating  of  electric- 
ity. In  those  representing  the  vital  temperaments,  we  find  the 
pulse  full  and  strong;  in  those  of  the  non-vital,  we  find  it  slow 
or  feeble.  In  those  of  the  vital,  temperaments  there  is  an  overflow 
of  magnetic  warmth ;  in  those  of  the  non- vital  temperaments,  a  low 
physical  temperature  and  a  correspondingly  negative  condition. 
It  is  not  impossible,  therefore,  that  the  whole  matter  hinges  upon 
a  law  of  electrical  adaptation,  wherein  two  positives  or  two  nega- 
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tivcs  repel  each  other,  and  that  when  the  primitive  temperaments 
only  were  manifested  in  the  human  family,  there  was  nevertheless 
difference  in  degree  among  different  individuals  in  the  possession 
of  the  positive  quality,  in  consequence  of  which  one  was  relatively 
negative  to  the  other,  and  guided,  as  they  were,  more  by  their 
instincts  than  are  the  people  of  to-day,  and  less  by  pecuniary  and 
familv  considerations  to  limit  or  misdirect  individual  sexual  selec- 
tion, fair  adaptation  in  their  conjugal  relations  obtained. 


SURGICAL  NOTES  FKOM  PEACTICE. 
By  R  A.  Guxx,  M.  D., 

Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Operative  Surgery  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York. 

Fibrous  Tumor  of  the  Neck. — Mrs.  Peter  Snyder,  aet.  65, 
consulted  me  in  March,  1871,  concerning  a  tumor  on  the  right 
side  of  her  neck,  which  had  been  gradually  developing  for  sev- 
eral years.  When  she  first  noticed  it,  it  was  very  small,  but  for 
the  last  two  years  she  experienced  considerable  difficulty,  in 
breathing  and  swallowing,  from  its  increased  size.  Upon  exami- 
nation I  found  that  it  was  deep-seated,  and  undoubtedly  pressed 
upon  the  trachea  and  oesophagus,  thus  causing  the  difficulty  in 
•breathing  and  swallowing  above  referred  to.  From  the  history 
of  the  case  and  its  position,  I  pronounced  it  a  fibrous  tumor  and 
recommended  its  removal. 

On  March  15th  the  patient  presented  herself  for  operation. 
The  administration  of  chloroform  at  first  produced  considerable 
irritation  of  the  throat,  as  indicated  by  severe  and  long-continued 
coughing.  The  pulse  became  intermittent,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
discontinue  the  administration  of  the  anaesthetic.  These  unpleas- 
ant symptoms,  however,  soon  passed  off,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
*    anaesthesia  became  complete. 

I  now  made  an  incision  over  the  seat  of  the  tumor,  and  a  little 
to  the  right  of  the  trachea,  cutting  through  the  integument,  super- 
ficial facia,  and  platysma  myoides,  coming  down  at  the  inner 
margin  of  the  steno-cleido-mastoid  muscle.  Pushing  this  muscle 
outwards,  I  found  the  tumor  immediately  beneath  it,  with  the 
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carotid  artery,  pushed  from  its  natural  course,  lying  external  to 
the  tumor,  and  in  immediate  contact  with  it.  The  tumor  occupy- 
ing a  position  corresponding  to  the  side  of  the  larynx  and  upper 
part  of  the  trachea,  and  extending  almost  as  far  clown  as  the 
clavicle,  was  firmly  adhered  to'  the  surrounding  tissues.  The 
adhesions  were  mostly  separated  with  the  fingers  and  handle  of 
the  scalpel,  so  as  to  guard  against  the  wounding  of  vessels.  Con- 
trary to  the  general  rule  in  such  cases,  when  the  tumor  was 
entirely  removed,  there  was  considerable  hemorrhage  from  a 
branch  of  the  superior  thyroid  artery,  which  passed  into  the 
body  of  the  tumor  and  doubtless  supplied  it  with  nourishment. 

The  hemorrhage  was  arrested  by  tortion  of  this  vessel,  and  the 
edges  of  the  wound  were  approximated  and  held  together  by 
several  sutures,  not,  however,  till  the  cavity  had  been  washed 
out  with  a  weak  solution  of  carbolic  acid.  Three  days  afterwards 
the  sutures  were  removed,  and  in  two  weeks  the  wound  had 
entirely  healed,  and  the  patient  had  no  further  difficulty  in 
breathing  or  swallowing. 

The  tumor  weighed  seven  ounces,  and  presented,  under  the 
microscope,  the  usual  appearance  of  dense  fibrous  tissue. 

Encysted  Tumor  of  the  Orbit. — Mrs.  George  Beach,  ast.  26, 
had,  for  six  years,  been  afflicted  by  a  swelling  at  the  inner  angle 
of  the  right  eye,  which  gradually  increased  till  the  ball  of  the  eye 
was  pushed  forward  and  outward,  so  that  it  was  almost  entirely, 
removed  from  the  cavity  of  the  orbit.  In  addition  to  the  great 
deformity  thus  produced,  there  was  almost  complete  loss  of  vision, 
and  the  patient  experienced  considerable  pain  in  the  eye. 

Believing  the  case  to  be  one  of  encysted  tumor  of  the  orbit,  I 
placed  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  operate  as  follows  : 

I  made  an  incision  through  the  lid  just  below  the  inner  margin 
of  the  brow,  cutting  down  directly  to  the  sack  of  the  tumor 
Finding  it  impossible  to  dissect  around  the  sack,  and  remove  the 
tumor  entire,  on  account  of  its  large  size,  I  punctured  the  sack, 
and  discharged  fully  a  table-spoonful  of  soft  cheesey  matter. 
The  cyst  was  then  carefully  dissected  from  its  attachments  to  the 
surrounding  tissues,  the  cavity  washed  with  a  weak  solution  of 
carbolic  acid,  and  the  wound  brought  together  by  three  small 
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sutures.  The  removal  of  the  tumor  allowed  the  eye  to  recede 
considerably  into  its  cavity.  Considerable  inflammation  followed 
the  operation,  but  this  gradually  subsided,  and  in  four  weeks  the 
eye  had  resumed  its  natural  position.  From  this  time  the  sight 
began  to  improve,  and  when  we  last  heard  from  our  patient 
(about  two  months  ago)  it  was  as  good  as  it  ever  had  been. 

Congenital  Phymosis. — P.  M  ,  laborer,  aet.  35,  had  always 

experienced  great  inconvenience  from  a  very  marked  congenital 
phymosis.  The  orifice  of  the  prepuce  was  so  small  that  it  could 
only  admit  the  head  of  an  ordinary  sized  pin.  When  the  patient 
voided  urine,  the  space  between  the  glans  penis  and  prepuce 
would  be  completely  distended,  and  from  thirty  to  forty  minutes 
was  necessary  for  the  passage  of  this  urine  through  the  orifice. 
The  patient  was  a  married  man  and  claimed  to  be  the  father  of 
two  children,  a  circumstance  which  seems  somewhat  strange, 
when  we  take  into  consideration  the  great  difficulty  with  which 
the  semen  must  have  passed  through  so  small  an  orifice. 

I  relieved  the  difficulty  by  the  ordinary  operation  of  circum- 
cision, which  terminated  very  favorably. 

Chloroform  was  the  anaesthetic  used,  and  no  unpleasant  symp- 
toms followed. 


PERISCOPE. 

Sex  in  Science. 

The  question  of  sex  in  the  medical  profession  is  not  yet  settled, 
and  probably  never  will  be  until  it  is  arranged  on  the  principles 
ol  justice  and  common  sense. 

The  question  of  the  education  of  women  in  medicine  is  no 
longer  an  open  one.  People  may  still  discuss  the  propriety  and 
the  wisdom  of  women  studying  medicine  and  surgery,  but  the 
fact  is  now  beyond  their  grasp.  There  are  several  respectable 
Medical  Colleges  devoted  to  the  education  of  women  in  this  pro- 
fession, and  it  is  impossible  for  the  strictest  conclave  of  Galens  to 
deny  the  fact  that  well-trained  and  accomplished  doctors  are  com- 
ing out  of  them  every  year.  It  is  merely  an  exhibition  of  puerile 
spite  for  the  learned  gentlemen  to  say  they  will  not  recognize 
these  ladies  as  practitioners.    It  will  not  materially  injure  the 
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women -doctors.  Those  who  wish  to  employ  them  will  do  so  with 
all  the  more  alacrity  if  their  favorites  are  thus  made  the  object  of 
a  stupid  and  illiberal  proscription.  If  in  a  critical  case,  where  a 
physician  had  refused  to  consult  with  a  respectable  female  doctor, 
the  patient  should  die  with  the  sound  of  that  refusal  ringing  in 
the  ears  of  survivors,  it  requires  no  gift  of  prophecy  to  tell  us  on 
which  side  will  be  the  gratitude  and  on  which  side  the  resentment. 

It  is  this,  question,  whether  they  shall  brutally  adhere  to  a 
mouldy  tradition,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  profession  and  the 
danger  of  the  sick,  or  gracefully  admit  what  everybody  knows — 
that  there  are  ladies  qualified  to  practice  medicine  in  a  reputable 
and  successful  way.  When  they  have  done  that,- they  can  betake 
themselves  with  the  more  vigor  to  the  extirpation  of  charlatanry 
in  all  its  branches.  No  one  will  understand  that  in  what  The 
Trioune  has  said  on  this  subject  there  is  any  justification  for  the 
unwholesome  quacks  who  at  once  disgrace  the  honorable  names 
of  woman  and  physician.  Let  the  rule  of  qualification  be  as  strict 
for  the  one  sex  as  the  other.  Let  science  and  not  sex  be  the  cri- 
terion to  judge  them  b}^  Despite  some  temporary  inconveni- 
ence?, we  are  assured  that  more  good  than  harm  will  result  from 
the  entry  into  the  ranks  of  the  regular  faculty  of  those  clever  and 
devoted  women  who  have  surmounted  so  many  obstacles  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  their  work.  But  there  should  be  no  element 
of  gallantry  or  compassion  introduced  into  the  consideration  of 
their  cases.  We  ask  for  them,  as  they  ask  for  themselves,  noth- 
ing but  justice,  administered  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of 
the  afflicted  and  no  tenderness  whatever  to  the  candidates.  Sci- 
ence, not  sex,  is  the  test. — New  York  Tribune. 


Beef -Tea. 

Many  persons  believe  that  beef-tea  is  very  nourishing, 
and  that  it  is  an  excellent  strengthener  for  people  of  weak 
health.  This  is  a  mistake.  Some  lew  practitioners  and  chemists 
have  long  been  aware  of  the  fact,  and  now  their  view  is  confirmed 
by  Dr.  Marcet.  There  is  no  nourishment  in  beaf-tea.  Mixed 
with  solid  food,  it  imparts  a  relish  which  promotes  digestion  ;  and 
the  best  solid  that  can  be  mixed  therewith  is  the  beef  from  which 
it  was  made,  reduced  to  a  powder.  In  two,  at  least,  of  the  Lon- 
don hospitals  the  mixing  of  powdered  beef  with  the  beef-tea  has 
long  been  practised,  and  there  the  patients  get  strong  on  a  beef- 
tea  diet.  It  is  worth  remembering,  too,  that  the  objections  to  the 
use  of  beaf-tea  apply  equally  to  the  preparation  described  as 
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Extract  of  Meat,  with  the  further  disadvantage  that  the  extract  is 
always  stale.  —  Chambers's  Journal. 


Chloride  of  Sodium. 

Few  persons  can  conceivo  the  profound  modifications 
which  the  constitution  of  the  body  may  undergo  alter  an 
unusual  supply  of  common  salt.  In  fact,  this  substance 
plays  an  extremely  important  part  in  the  economy;  dissolved  in 
the  fluid  of  the  humors,  it  dissolves  the  organic  substances  which 
they  contain.  Without  the  presence  of  salt  in  the  bipod-plasma, 
fibrin,  albumen,  musculin,  ostein,  etc.,  become  solid,  and  the 
blood-corpuscles  are  dissolved.  The  blood-corpuscles  arc  dis- 
solved in  a  solution  of  pure  albumen  and  in  pure  water,  while 
they  retain  their  proper  form,  and  remain  unchanged  in  an 
albuminous  fluid  containing  one  per  cent,  of  common  Bait 

If  chloride  of  sodium  be  removed  from  the  iood  of  man, 
symptoms  of  chlorosis  moke  their  appearance;  the  subject 
becomes  pale,  languid,  and.  cedematous.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  added  to  the  food  in  small  quantities,  salt  excites  the  appetite 
and  determines  a  more  abundant  secretion  of  the  saliva  and 
gastric  juice,  and  thus  facilitates  the  digestive  dissolution  of  the 
aliment,  especially  the  albuminoids.  It  increases  the  proportion 
of  blood-corpuscles,  and  diminishes  the  quantity  of  water.  An 
excess  of  salt  provokes  renal  secretion,  and  the  expulsion  from 
those  organs  and  the  skin  and  lungs  of  the  nitrogenous  products 
of  histological  waste.  But  if  these  effects  be  continued  for  some 
time,  common  salt  becomes  injurious.  In  fact,  when  introduced 
into  the  stomach  in  large  quantities,  it  passes  into  the  blood,  and 
remains  there  for  some  time.  The  saline  blood  absorbs  more  oxy- 
gen, and  this  stimulates  the  physico-chemical  action  o!  histological 
nutrition.  This  increased  trophic  activity  consumes  a  consider- 
able amount  of  assimilable  mateiial.  The  functions  of  the 
stomach  and  intestines  are  necessarily  increased  in  activity. 
But  it  soon  happens  that  these  organs,  by  elaborating  without 
cessation  reparative  material,  cannot  suffice  lor  nutritive  activity. 
From  eight  to  ten  grammes  of  common  salt  are  daily  expelled 
by  the  kidneys,  the  skin,  the  intestine,  the  nose,  and  mouth. — M. 
Bekgeret,  in  the  Echo  Medical  et  Pharmaceutique  Beige. 


Ilypophosphite  of  Potass,  in  Chronic  Bronchitis. 

Dr.  Jno.  C.  Tiiornwood,  iti  a  paper  upon  the  ;'  medicinal  use  of 
phosphorus  and  its  compounds,"  speaks  favorably  of  the  hypophos- 
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phite  of  potash  in  chronic  bronchitis.  In  the  case  of  a  patient  under 
his  care  suffering  with  obstinate  chronic  bronchitis,  with  thick  fetid 
expectoration  and  tendency  to  congestion  of  the  lungs,  5  grains 
of  the  hypophosphite  of  potash  in  camphor  water  effected  a 
complete  cure  without  any  other  medication  whatever.  To  test 
the  effect  of  the  treatment,  he  stopped  the  medicine  during  one 
week,  and  the  effect  was  a  marked  increase  of  cough  and  thick 
foetid  expectoration ;  on  returning  to  the  mixture  these  symptoms 
were  entirely  removed  and  the  patient  was  dismissed,  cured.  In 
other  cases  of  chronic  bronchitis,  remaining  after  the  subsidence 
of  an  acute  attack  of  the  disease,  and  not,  as  a  rule,  complicated 
by  the  presence  of  emphysema  of  the  lung,  he  has  given  the 
hypophosphite  of  potash  in  camphor  water,  with  much  advantage. 
The  diagnosis  between  chronic  bronchitis  and  phthisis  should  be 
accurately  determined,  as  great  mischief  results  from  its 
incautious  administration  to  persons  affected  with  tubercular 
deposit  in  the  lungs — caused  rapid  softening,  and  in  many 
instances  speedy  death. — Druggists'  Circular. 


Tincture  of  Erigeron  Canadense  in  Hemorrhage. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Garretson  says: — "In  any  ordinary  hemorrhage, 
where  something  besides  a  local  means  seems  necessary  for  its 
arrestation,  1  Tinct.  Erigeron  Can.,'  given  in  single-drop  doses 
each  minute,  will  be  found  very  reliable.  To  give  it  in  larger 
quantities  than  this,  or  more  frequently,  seems  to  defeat  the  end. 
In  epistaxis,  or  the  internal  hemorrhage,  if  not  too  severe,  it  is 
very  useful,  and  seldom  fails.  The  erigeron  grown  in  Rhode 
Island,  near  the  sea-coast,  seems  to  possess  the  most  virtues." — 
Druggists'  Circular. 


Soda  Mint. 

The  very  popular  "Soda  Mint,"  so  much  employed  as  an 
antacid  and  carminative  for  over-fed  infants  and  dyspeptics,  was 
originally  a  favorite  prescription  of  Dr.  Geo.  Norris,  of  this 
city.    His  formula  was  the  following: 

5, .       Sodse  Bicarb  1  ss. 

Spt.  Amnion.  Aromat  §  j. 

Aquaj  Mentha?  Piperita?  Oj. 

M. 

Dose,  from  a  dessert-spoonful  to  a  table-spoonful  for  adults  ;  from 
half  to  one  tea-spoonful  for  infants. — Journal  of  Pharmacy. 
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Syrupus  Assafcetidos  Compositus. 

Allow  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  formula  for  a  syrup  I 
have  for  a  number  of  years  been  in  the  habit  of  preparing,  to  ob- 
viate the  great  objection  felt  by  most  patients  to  the  disagreeable 
smell  and  taste  of  assafoetida,  and  which  has  prevented  to  a  great 
extent  the  more  general  use  of  this  valuable  drug.  The  formula 
I  find  to  answer  the  purpose  effectually,  at  the  same  time  its 
medicinal  qualities  are  enhanced  by  composition  with  syrup  of 
wild  cherry,  possessing  the  valuable  therapeutic  properties  of 
both. 

]J .    Infusi  Pruni  Virginiana?  Oj. 

Assafoetida?  5j. 

Sacch.  Albi.  . .  §  xxiv. 

Magnes.  Carb  3  ij. 

Rub  the  assafoetida  and  magnesia,  with  the  infusion  gradually 
added  so  as  to  make  a  uniform  mixture,  and  filter ;  to  this,  trans- 
ferred to  a  bottle,  add  the  sugar  and  agitate  occasionally  until  it 
is  dissolved.  As  a  result  we  have  a  handsome  syrup  which  does 
not  differ  in  appearance  from  the  syrup  of  wild  cherry. 

The  property  possessed  by  the  volatile  oils  of  bitter  almonds, 
cherry,  laurel  leaves,  bark  of  wild  cherry,  etc.,  containing 
hydrocyanic  acid,  of  removing  the  odor  of  assafoetida  has  long 
been  known,  and  advantage  taken  of  this  property  by  M.  Maheir, 
a  French  pharmaceutist,  to  remove  the  odor  from  mortars  and 
bottles  with  which  it  came  in  contact ;  but  I  am  unaware  that  the 
fact  has  ever  been  applied  to  its  administration  as  a  medical 
agent. — J.  J.  RAMBO,  in  the  Journal  of  Pharmacy. 


Autopsy  of  the  Double- Headed  Baby. 

So  much  attention  has  been  excited  by  the  public  exhibitions 
of  this  monster,  that  the  following  account,  from  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  of  October  5,  of  the  autopsy  in  the 
case  of  the  so-called  "Ohio  twins"  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  to 
our  readers: 

Autopsy,  thirty-eight  hours  after  death. — Dr.  Ainsworth  made 
accurate  measurements  of  every  part,  but,  being  obliged  to  leave, 
the  examination  was  conducted  by  Dr.  C.  Ellis,  with  the  assistance 
of  Drs.  C.  B.  Porter,  H.  H.  A.  Beach,  and  R.  II.  Fitz.  There  was 
talipes  varus  of  the  right  foot.  The  length  of  the  bodies,  from 
vertex  to  vertex,  was  twenty-nine  inches.  The  fused  leg  measured, 
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from  trochanter  to  malleolus,  eight  and  one-half  inches ;  around 
the  thigh,  eight  and  one-half  inches.  The  leg  corresponding  with 
the  smaller  child  was  smaller  than  that  of  the  other. 

No  proper  umbilicus  was  seen,  but  in  the  position  of  this  was  a 
kind  of  superficial  cicatrix  an  inch  or  more  in  diameter.  This 
appearance  was  connected  with  an  attack  of  erysipelatous  inflamma- 
tion of  the  part  soon  after  birth,  followed  by  sloughing.  Both 
aortas  were  found  in  the  usual  position,  and  the  preservative  fluid 
passed  very  readily  from  the  aorta  of  the  larger  child  into  all  the 
vessels  of  the  smaller. 

The  round  ligament  was  in  its  usual  position  in  each  liver,  but 
the  vessels  soon  subdivided,  and  could  not  be  traced  as  far  as  the 
umbilical  region,  or,  if  so,  the  branches  were  exceedingly  small, 
and  spread  out  in  a  fan-shaped  expansion  of  peritoneum.  The 
lungs  were  more  subdivided  than  usual,  and  on  the  free  edges 
were  several  aricular  appendages.  The  thoracic  organs  were  in 
other  respects  normal.  The  livers  presented  a  number  of  supple- 
mentary lobules  and  fissures,  but  were  of  the  usual  size.  The 
spleens  occupied  their  normal  positions  in  each  child,  and  were  in 
every  respect  normal. 

In  the  small  child,  instead  of  the  layers  of  peritoneum,  which 
extend  downwards  to  form  the  anterior  layers  of  the  great  omentum, 
there  was  a  fold  attached  to  the  large  curvature  of  the  stomach, 
but  half  an  inch  broad.  In  the  large  child  this  fold  extended  to 
the  colon,  as  is  usual,  and  formed  below  a  free,  thin  layer,  which 
represented  the  great  omentum.  The  stomachs  were  in  their  usual 
positions,  but  both  were  so  affected  by  cadaveric  softening  that 
they  were  torn  in  their  removal,  though  handled  with  ordinary 
care. 

The  small  intestines  were  fused  at  a  point  twenty-five  inches 
above  the  ileo-coecal  valve,  that  of  the  smaller  child  being  con- 
siderably constricted  for  a  short  distance  from  the  junction.  The 
commencement  of  the  fused  portion  formed  a  conical  sac,  with 
the  base  and  sides  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length.  The  two  mesente- 
ries of  the  individual  small  intestines  continued  separately  over 
the  common  portion.  The  intestine  of  the  larger  child  measured, 
from  the  pjdorus  to  the  common  portion,  thirteen  feet  three  inches ; 
that  of  the  smaller  child,  seven  feet  ten  inches.  1  There  was  one 
large  intestine  twenty-five  inches  long,  apparently  the  result  of  the 
fusion  of  two,  as  there  were  two  appendices  coeci  and  four  longi- 
tudinal bands,  each  pair  terminating  in  the  appendices.  Each 
vermiform  appendix  had  a  distinct  peritoneal  fold. 

The  kidneys,  larger  than  those  usually  seen  in  a  nine-months 
child,  lay  upon  the  side  of  the  common  spine,  corresponding  with 
the  perfect  lower  extremities.     This  arrangement  gave  a  left  kid- 
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ney  to  the  larger  child  and  a  right  to  the  smaller,  which  was  also 
shown  by  the  examination  of  the  organs  themselves. 

Upon  the  same  side  was  a  well-formed  bladder,  four  inches  in 
length  and  two  in  breadth  ;  from  the  fundus  of  this  a  uracil  us  ex- 
tended upwards  towards  the  umbilicus.  The  hypogastric  arteries 
were  in  their  usual  position.  Behind  this  was  a  uterus,  an  inch 
long  and  half  an  inch  broad  at  the  fundus,  with  perfectly  normal 
appendages.  Fallopian  tubes  two  inches  long.  Left  ovary,  one 
inch ;  right,  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length. 

Lying  beneath  the  intestine,  and  attached  to  the  posterior  wall 
of  the  abdomen,  was  a  somewhat  conical  cyst,  with  quite  an  irregu- 
lar outline,  owing  to  the  sacculation  of  various  parts.  The  broad- 
est portion,  towards  the  fused  limbs,  filled  the  space  between  the 
cartilages  of  the  ribs,  while  the  opposite  side  was  only  two-thirds 
as  large.  It  weighed,  with  its  contents,  3  lb.  6oz.  avoirdupois, 
and  contained  about  two  pints  of  opaque  liquid,  in  which  were 
floating  soft,  white  masses  or  flocculi,  composed  of  epithelium.  On 
raising  the  free  portion  towards  the  fused  limbs,  there  were  seen 
two  well-developed  ovaries,  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  length, 
attached  to  the  wall  of  the  sac  by  ovarian  ligaments ;  also  two 
Fallopian  tubes. 

A  careful  dissection  of  the  cyst  from  the  tissues  which  bound  it 
to  the  posterior  wall,  showed  a  second  cyst  lying  in  and  projecting 
from  a  small  cavity  formed  by  bones,  which  resembled  the  ossa 
innominata  of  the  fused  limb.  This  was  connected  with  the  large 
sac  by  a  firm,  white  cord,  from  two-thirds  of  an  inch  to  an  inch  in 
length  and  half  a  line  in  diameter.  This  gradually  tapered 
towards  the  upper  extremity.  In  the  lower  portion  there  still 
remained  a  narrow  canal,  as  was  shown  by  the  escape  of  a  drop  of 
clear  fluid  after  incision.  The  small  sac  was  carefully  dissected 
from  the  pelvis,  with  what  appeared  to  be  a  mass  of  fat ;  but  alter 
removing  the  latter  a  third  cyst  was  found,  the  contents  of  which 
could  be  forced  into  the  second  through  a  very  narrow  canal.  The 
uppermost  of  these  cysts  was  perhaps  half  an  inch  in  length,  the 
lower  somewhat  larger. 

Attached  to,  or  rather  embedded  in,  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  largest  cyst  first  described,  near  the  crest  of  the  ossa  inno- 
minata of  the  fused  limb,  were  two  somewhat  oval,  reddish  bodies, 
the  largest  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in  length,  the  smallest  five- 
eighths. 

This  series  of  sacs  and  the  small,  firm,  reddish  nodules  resem- 
bled nothing  in  the  fully  developed  body,  but  probably  represented 
certain  organs  the  development  of  which  was  arrested  or  in  some 
way  perverted.  If  we  revert  to  the  well  developed  organs  about 
which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  we  find  two  complete  sets  of  thoracic 
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organ?,  two  livers,  two  spleens,  two  stomachs,  two  small  intestines 
fused  below,  and  one  large  intestine  presenting  some  features 
belonging  to  two ;  also  one  complete  set  of  pelvic  organs,  and  on 
the  opposite  side  two  ovaries  and  two  Fallopian  tubes.  To  com- 
plete the  double  series  we  need  two  kidneys,  a  bladder,  and  a 
uterus.  A  thorough  examination  of  these  doubtful  formations,  by 
by  Dr.  K.  H.  Fitz,  gave  the  following  results: 

aOn  microscopic  examination,  the  two  reddish  bodies  were 
found  to  contain  straight  and  convoluted  tubules,  with  Malpighian 
bodies.  No  duct  could  be  found  connecting  these  bodies  with  the 
cavity  of  the  cyst.  The  inner  surface  of  the  large  sac  was  mostly 
smooth  and  serous  in  appearance,  with  many  reticulated  fibres 
visible  beneath  the  surface.  Some  portions  of  this  were  covered 
with  an  opaque,  white,  wrinkled,  almost  nacreous-looking  coat. 
This  was  easily  detached,  friable,  and  left  a  smooth  surface  when 
raised.  This  consisted  of  epithelium,  varying  in  character  between 
the  tesselated  and  moderately  cylindrical  forms.  Projecting  from 
the  inner  surface  was  a  conical  body,  about  one-fourth  of  an  inch 
in  length  and  perhaps  a  line  in  diameter,  terminating  in  a  red, 
rounded  extremity  as  large  as  a  mustard-seed.  The  base  of  this 
corresponded  with  the  termination  of  the  white  cord  previously 
described,  which  connected  this  large  cyst  with  the  other  smaller 
ones.  The  surface  around  it  had  a  peculiar  reticulated  appearance 
over  an  area  two  inches  square.  This  was  due  to  the  presence  of 
a  number  of  pouches,  with  free  circular  openings  from  two  to  four 
lines  in  diameter.  On  passing  a  probe  into  these,  the  parietes 
were  found  to  extend  laterally  in  the  walls  of  the  sac  for  a  con- 
siderable distance, — in  several  instances  at  least  half  an  inch.  In 
the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  open  pouches  were  found  three 
or  four  round  yellow  patches,  rather  smaller  than  the  head  of  a 
pin.  Pressure  being  applied,  a  yellow  semi-solid  substance  was 
set  free,  which  was  made  up  of  numerous  nuclei  of  the  size  of 
white  blood-corpuscles,  and  large  cells  often  of  the  size  of  mucous 
corpuscles.  The  largest  of  these,  though  still  containing  an 
apparently  normal  nucleus,  were  quite  homogeneous  and  transhi- 
cent.  The  nuclei  were  faintly  granular.  These  were  contained 
in  pouches,  smaller,  but  otherwise  similar  to  those  previously 
mentioned.  The  wall  of  the  large  sac  contained  spindle-shaped 
muscular  elements. 

"This  large  sac  was  probably  the  bladder,  judging  from  the 
character  of  the  epithelium  and  the  presence  of  muscular  ele- 
ments. The  pouches  corresponding  in  position  with  the  racemose 
glands  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  were  apparently  due  to  retained 
secretion." 

The  correctness  of  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  Dr.  Fitz  is 
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shown  by  the  following  chemical  examination  of  the  contents  of 
the  cyst,  by  Dr.  E.  S.  Wood.    He  says : 

"  The  clear  fluid  was  of  a  light  straw-color, — spec.  grav.  1.014. 
Reaction  acid  to  test-paper.  Sediment  very  abundant,  dense,  white 
in  color,  and  consisting  of  epithelium.  Albumen  was  present  in 
considerable  amount,  the  coagulum  formed  by  heat  occupying 
about  one-eighth  of  the  bulk  of  the  liquid  tested.  Chlorides  and 
phosphates  were  present  in  about  the  same  proportions  as  in  normal 
urine.  Sulphates  were  present  in  less  proportion  than  in  normal 
urine.  Concentrated  sulphuric  and  hydrochloric  acids  produced 
the  same  colors  as  when  reacting  upon  the  same  amount  of  urine 
in  which  urophcein  and  uroxanthin  are  slightly  diminished.  Well- 
defined  crystals  of  uric  acid  were  obtained  after  concentrating  the 
fluid  and  applying  the  appropriate  tests.  These  crystals  responded 
to  the  murexide  test.  From  another  portion  of  the  concentrated 
fluid  were  obtained  crystals  of  nitrate  of  urea,  after  the  addition  of 
nitric  acid.  Thus  all  the  constituents  of  normal  urine  were 
present,  as  well  as  epithelium  in  abnormal  amount,  and  albumen." 

In  regard  to  the  two  other  cysts,  Dr.  Fitz  makes  the  following 
statements : 

11  The  smaller  one  contained  a  clear  watery  fluid.  Its  inner 
surface  was  covered  with  a  delicate  tessellated  epithelium;  the 
other  contained  a  white,  opaque,  semi-solid  material,  made  up  of 
fat  epithelium.  The  wall  of  this  was  formed  of  true  skin,  which 
bore  numerous  delicate  hairs  half  an  inch  or  more  in  length.  By 
the  exercise  of  considerable  pressure  the  sebaceous  material  could 
be  forced  into  the  smaller  cyst  through  a  narrow  canal  lying 
between  the  two."  He  concludes,  therefore,  "  that  the  smaller  sac 
is  probably  the  uterus  converted  into  a  serous  cyst  by  the  retention 
of  its  secretion  ;  the  sebaceous  cyst  is  probably  the  vagina,  which, 
genetically,  is  nothing  more  than  inverted  skin." 

The  result  of  Dr.  Wood's  chemical  examination  is  as  follows  : 

"  The  small  sac  contained  about  3  ss  of  a  clear  and  colorless 
fluid,  which  was  slightly  acid.  Spontaneous  evaporation  of  a 
portion  left  as  the  only  residue  a  number  of  crystals  of  chloride  of 
sodium.    No  other  substance  could  be  detected  by  re-agents." 

Taking  into  consideration  all  the  above  data,  we  are  justified  in 
saying  that  there  existed  representatives  of  the  missing  organs, 
either  undeveloped  or  in  some  way  modified. 

The  spines  were  curved  as  they  approached  each  other,  and 
fused  at  the  first  sacral  vertebra,  which  was  broad  and  curved. 
The  limb  formed  by  the  fusion  of  two  was  attached  to  the  body 
by  muscles  only. 

Large  nerves  extended  from  both  spinal  columns  into  the  rudi- 
mentary pelvis  and  to  other  parts. 
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No  more  complete  examination  of  the  skeleton  could  be  made, 
as  the  body  was  removed. 


Case  of  Angina  Pectoris,  accompanied  by  an  Extensive  Internal  De- 
posit of  Fat 

Dr.  Price  reports  the  following  interesting  case  in  the  Philadel- 
phia Medical  Times  : 

G.  T.  W.,  set.  69,  married,  a  farmer,  was  temperate,  of  a  bilio- 
sanguine  temperament,  without  hereditary  taint.  The  prominent 
symptoms  were  a  peculiar  scalding  pain  in  the  trachea,  increased 
by  exertion,  dyspnoea,  and  intense  pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart 
and  stomach.  These  symptoms  supervened  directly  upon  pro- 
tracted over-exertion  eighteen  years  ago.  He  was  engaged  for 
two  days  in  feeding  heavy  grain  to  a  threshing-machine,  and  be- 
ing short  in  stature,  he  was  compelled  to  work  continuously  with 
his  shoulders  elevated.  Acute  symptoms  came  on  immediately, 
and  he  was  never  well  afterwards.  At  this  time  he  was  not  bur- 
dened with  fat.  Cupping  or  blistering  the  upper  part  of  the 
spine  always  afforded  some  relief.  The  attacks  of  pain  and  dys- 
pnoea after  exertion  were  frequent,  and  sometimes  precluded  all 
movement  for  several  hours.  His  digestion  was  always  slow  and 
difficult. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  1871,  he  was  attacked  with  a  slight  paral- 
ysis of  the  left  side ;  the  leg  being  scarcely  affected.  Sensation 
was  more  impaired  than  motion.  A  scalding  sensation  was 
present  in  the  skin  of  the  left  arm.  A  catheter  was  used  during 
a  month.  The  glosso-pharyngeal  nerve  was  most  affected  ;  two 
weeks  elapsed  before  he  was  able  to  swallow  anything.  The 
power  of  deglutition  then  slowly  returned ;  but  it  was  only 
within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death  that  he  could  swallow  solids 
without  washing  them  down  with  fluids. 

The  attacks  of  pain  and  dyspnoea  gradually  increased  in  fre- 
quency and  severity.  (Edema  of  the  extremities  and  slight  effu- 
sion in  the  abdomen  and  chest  occurred  late  in  the  case.  The 
heart-sounds  were  distant  and  feeble  ;  the  rhythm  imperfect ;  no 
decided  murmur;  it  was  difficult  to  separate  the  sounds.  The 
physical  signs  some  weeks  before  death  seemed  to  indicate  oedema 
of  the  lungs  rather  than  hydrothorax.  The  dulness  upon  per- 
cussion was  not  complete,  and  did  not  seem  influenced  by  posi- 
tion. The  respiratory  murmur  was  feeble,  and  accompanied  by 
slight  moist  rales. 
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For  several  weeks  before  death,  the  gastric  distress  and  that 
from  defective  arterialization  of  blood  were  intense.  The  urine 
towards  the  last  was  slightly  albuminous. 

He  died  at  4  A.  M.,  August  2,  1871.  The  autopsy  was  made  on 
the  4th,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Massey.  Six  ounces  of  clear 
serum  were  found  in  the  abdomen,  eight  in  the  right  pleura,  and 
one  in  the  pericardium.  The  heart  was  somewhat  atrophied  ;  the 
right  auricle  dilated.  The  muscular  tissue  had  undergone  fatty 
degeneration.  The  valves  were  normal,  except  as  to  a  slight  in- 
competency of  those  of  the  right  side.  There  was  no  appreciable 
change  in  the  coronary  arteries.  Extensive  pleuritic  adhesion  ex- 
isted. The  lungs  were  oedematous  ;  some  of  the  lobules  were  col- 
lapsed. The  liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys  were  enlarged  and  fatty. 
The  stomach  was  atrophied. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  case  was  the  enormous  ac- 
cumulation of  fat  internally.  The  parietes  were  not  thicker  than 
is  very  frequently  observed ;  but  in  the  mediastinum,  upon  the 
outside  of  the  heart,  along  the  inside  of  the  ribs,  below  the  dia- 
phragm and  overlying  the  stomach,  and  in  the  mesentery,  the  de- 
posit was  enormous,  and  as  firm  as  the  kidney.-fat  of  beef.  The 
omentum  was  not  much  loaded  with  the  deposit. 

Remarks, — The  spine  probably  sustained  some  injury  about  the 
origin  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves  or  of  the  spinal  accessory  nerves, 
and  during  the  latter  period  of  his  life  the  suffering  was  doubtless 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  the  fat  accumulated  upon  the 
pneumogastric  nerve  and  upon  the  ganglia  of  the  sympathetic  sys- 
tem 


Pis  and  Pus  Corpuscles. 

The  Times  and  Gazette  remarks  that  two  highly  interesting  me- 
moirs on  the  chemical  composition  of  pus  corpuscles,  and  on  the 
chemical  composition  of  pus,  by  Drs.  Miescher  and  Hoppe-Sey- 
ler  respectively,  have  recently  been  published  (Iloppe-Seyler's 
Med.  Chem.  Uuntersuch.,  1871,  pp.  441-486) ;  indeed,  Prof  Iloppe- 
Seyler — no  mean  authority — regards  Mieschers  researches  as  the 
most  important  contribution  that  has  been  made  of  late  years  to 
the  chemistry  of  pus.  We  propose  to  briefly  summarize  the  re- 
sults arrived  at  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers. 

Miescher,  in  order  to  obtain  pus  corpuscles  free  from  serum, 
treated  pus  and  fabrics  impregnated  by  it  with  saline  solutions  of 
appropriate  density.    In  these  liquids  the  pus  corpuscles  sink  to 
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the  bottom  of  the  fluid,  and  may  be  obtained  tolerably  pure  by 
repeated  washings.  Attention  was  first  directed  to  the  albumin- 
oids of  the  protoplasm. 

Pas  corpusclus  are  mainly  composed  of  albuminoids,  and, 
when  treated  with  a  solution  of  common  salt,  they  are  converted 
into  a  viscid  gelatinous  mass — a  change  dependent,  as  Kovida  has 
shown,  on  the  formation  of  a  ring  of  hyaline  substance  around 
each  corpuscle  ;  but  this  is  not  due  to  myosin,  for  Miescher  could 
obtain  no  reaction  for  this  body.  Five  albuminoids  were  obtained, 
agreeing  (in  number,  at  least)  with  the  five  different  albuminoids 
found  by  Kiihne  in  muscle.  These  were — alkaline  albuminate, 
undetermined  whether  kept  in  solution  by  alkaline  phosphate  or 
not;  an  albuminoid  coagulable  at  118°  to  120°  Fahr.,  which  was 
not  merely  albumen  dissolved  in  alkaline  phosphate  ;  an  albumin- 
oid coagulable  at  the  temperature  at  which  ordinary  serum-albu- 
men  coagulates ;  Kovida's  hyaline  substance  ;  and  a  fifth  albumin- 
oid, the  reactions  of  which  need  not  be  described  here.  Miescher 
was  unable  to  detect  paralbumen,  though  he  does  not  deny  its 
presence.  The  alcoholic  extract  of  the  globules  was  only  investi- 
gated for  lecithin  and  cerebrin,  both  of  which  were  found  to  be 
present,  the  former  in  abundance.  No  glutin  or  chondrin  was 
found  in  the  watery  extract,  nor  in  the  serum  of  pus. 

It  must  be  understood  that  a  mixture  of  lecithin  and  cerebrin 
forms  the  substance  to  which  Liebreich  assigned  the  name  "  pro- 
tagon,"  a  highly  phosphorized  material,  for  lecithin  leaves,  on  in- 
cineration, produce  an  ash  very  rich  in  phosphoric  acid.  But 
Miescher  has  also  demonstrated  the  presence  of  another  phos- 
phorized substance  in  the  nuclei  of  pus  corpuscles,  to  which  he 
has  assigned  the  name  nuclein  ;  and  he  surmises  that  this  bod}^, 
on  account  of  its  phosphorus,  plays  an  important  part  in  cell- 
growth,  and  in  the  genesis  of  the  cell  albuminoids  and  their  de- 
rivatives. Nuclein  closely  resembles  mucin,  but  is  richer  in  phos- 
phorus, and  it  appears  to  exist  performed  in  the  corpuscles. 

With  reference  to  the  questions  of  the  origin  of  pus  corpuscles, 
their  identity  with  the  white  blood  globules  and  lymph  corpuscles, 
and  their  ultimate  fate,  Hoppe-Seyler's  results  are  remarkably  in- 
teresting. Since  living  white  blood  corpuscles  cannot  be  obtained 
from  the  blood  in  quantity  sufficient  for  chemical  analysis,  and 
the  spleen,  although  furnishing  them  abundantly,  contains  cere- 
brin and  glycogen  (both  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  exclude),  a 
novel  expedient  was  adopted.  Fresh  crystalline  lenses  from  the 
ox  were  introduced  into  the  abdominal  cavity  of  dogs,  and,  as  was 
expected,  the  lenses  became  infiltrated  with  lymph  corpuscles. 
The  presence  of  glycogen  was  proved  most  clearly  in  the  lenses  at 
the  period  corresponding  to  the  greatest  number  of  active  lymph 
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cells ;  hence  the  conclusion  that  the  glycogen  comes  from  these. 
If,  however,  the  lenses  were  allowed  to  stand  till  the  corpuscles 
became  rigid,  sugar  was  found,  but  no  glycogen.  Since  no  gly- 
cogen was  detected  in  the  pus  from  inflammatory  abscesses  and 
wounds,  its  occurrence  is  a  means  of  distinguishing  lymph  cells 
from  pus  corpuscles,  although  these  have  their  origin  in  the 
former. 


Chloral  Hydrate. 

Stn'ce  the  method  of  manufacturing  "  chloral  hydrate  "  cheaply, 
by  distilling  absolute  alcohol  over  sugar,  has  been  discovered,  it 
is  stated  that  the  use  of  this  drug  has  been  greatly  extended,  and 
that  it  is  now  taken  largely  as  a  stimulant.  The  action  of  chloral 
upon  the  system  is  explained  upon  the  theory  that  the  alkali  of 
the  blood  combines  with  this  substance  and  sets  free  the  chloro- 
form. As  the  influence  of  chloroform  is  very  uncertain,  so  do 
the  effects  of  chloral  vary  with  different  constitutions.  The  dan- 
ger of  the  indiscriminate  use  of  chloral  is  therefore  apparent,  but, 
in  spite  of  repeated  cautions,  the  consumption  of  this  deleterious 
drug  is  very  great,  both  in  Europe  and  in  this  country.  The 
London  Lancet  asserts  that  chloral  is  sold  by  "  tons  a  week,"  and, 
on  the  authority  of  Baron  Liebig,  affirms  that  one  German  chem- 
ist manufactures  and  sells  half  a  ton  every  week. 

The  London  Spectator,  commenting  upon  the  statement  that 
this  immense  quantity  of  chloral  is  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
beer,  says  there  is  a  much  simpler  explanation,  and  asserts  that 
taking  chloral  is  the  new  and  popular  vice,  particularly  among 
women,  and  is  dojng  as  much  harm  as  alcohol,  ether  and  other 
stimulants.  Crystallized  chloral,  it  is  stated,  is  kept  in  thou- 
sands of  dressing  cases,  and  those  who  begin  its  use,  it  is  asserted, 
often  grow  so  addicted  to  it  that  they  pass  their  lives  either  in  a 
sort  of  a  contented  stupefaction,  or  else  in  a  condition  of  artificial 
excitement.  In  explanation  of  this  apparent  discrepancy  it 
should  be  observed  that  in  persons  accustomed  to  their  use,  nar- 
cotics in  large  doses  become  stimulants,  and  stimulants  become 
narcotics.  Morphia  is  an  illustration  of  the  first,  and  alcohol  of 
the  last  statement. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 
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Bromine  and  Kerosene  Applications  in  Cancer. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association, 
(Lancet),  Dr.  Wynn  Williams  read  a. paper  "On  the  Treatment 
of  Cancer  of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus  and  Allied  Structures  by 
the  Injection  and  Application  of  Bromine."  "The  author  com- 
menced by  making  some  remarks  on  the  spontaneous  removal 
of  malignant  tumors,  from  the  study  of  which  he  was  led  on  to 
the  injection  of  bromine  into  cancerous  tumors  of  the  uterus  and 
other  parts.  He  stated  that  the  eight  cases  published  in  the  last 
volume  of  the  Obstetrical  Transactions  still  continued  well.  He 
entered  into  full  details  as  to  the  manner  of  injecting  these  depos- 
its, and  the  care  required  in  the  use  of  bromine  both  as  an  injec- 
tion and  application,  and  that  before  its  use  the  surrounding  parts 
should  be  well  protected  by  a  solution  of  soda.  He  exhibited 
the  various  instruments  he  had  had  made  for  the  injection  of 
bromine.  He  gave  the  history  and  successful  treatment  of  a  well- 
selected  case  of  medullary  carcinoma  of  the  uterus  in  the  state  of 
disintegration  and  ulceration  by  this  method.  He  also  gave  the 
particulars  of  a  case  of  epithelioma  of  the  lower  lip  which  had 
been  previously  removed  by  operation.  On  the  return  of  the 
disease  the  patient  was  sent  to  Dr.  Wynn  Williams,  who,  by  two 
injections  of  bromine,  caused  the  entire  and,  so  far,  permanent 
removal  of  the  disease." 

The  editor  of  the  Med.  Press  and  Circ.  says,  Dr.  Sedgwick  S. 
Cowper  writes,  that  he  has  found  "the  vegeto-mineral  oil,  known 
in  Australia  as  kerosene,  wonderfully  curative  in  the  treatment 
of  ulcerated  and  cancerous  wounds." — Medical  Cosmos. 


Sulphurous  Acid  as  a  Dressing  for  Wounds,  Ulcers,  etc. 

The  Metz  correspondent  of  the  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  writes : 
"  A  solution  of  sulphurous  acid  was  our  general  dressing  for 
wounds  in  all  stages,  and  was  found  by  us  most  valuable.  I  am 
aware  that  it  is  not  a  new  remedy,  but  I  believe  that  it  is  by  no 
means  so  generally  used  as  it  deserves  to  be.  The  preparation 
we  used  was  a  strong  aqueous  solution  of  the  gas,  of  which  about 
a  half  an  ounce  may  be  mixed  with  a  pint  of  water.  With  this 
lotion  the  wounds  were  first  washed  by  means  of  an  irrigator — 
that  is,  a  metal  can,  to  which  is  attached  a  gutta-percha  tube  and 
bone  nozzle — the  most  simple,  convenient,  and  complete  way  of 
washing  wounds.  The  mode  of  dressing  was  the  same  as  with 
any  other  lotion." 


1871.] 


Growth  of  Nails  in  Fractures. 


277 


"Sulphurous  acid  was  used  with  good  results  in  hospital  gan- 
grene. It  is  also  a  valuable  dressing  for  fresh  wounds,  as  ampu- 
tations; but  I  think  its  healing  effects  are  most  evident  in  large 
open  sores,  whether  the  direct  results  of  wounds  or  the  result  of 
sloughing  or  phlegmonous  erysipelas — such  sores  as  ulcerate  at 
one  point  of  their  circumference  while  they  heal  at  another,  often 
requiring  months  to  heal,  and  sometimes  exhausting  the  patient. 
I  may  give  one  of  our  cases  as  an  example  of  many  :  A  man  who 
had  received  a  slight  wound,  had  phlegmonous  erysipelas  of  the 
thigh,  leg  and  foot.  Incisions  had  been  made  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  thigh  down  to  the  dorsum  of  the  foot,  We  found 
him  with  immense  indolent  sores,  the  result  of  the  disease.  They 
were  dressed  first  with  carbolized  water,  carbolized  oil,  and 
other  things,  the  sores  healing  at  some  points  and  extending  in 
others.  After  a  single  dressing  with  sulphurous  acid  lotion,  they 
resumed  a  better  appearance  ;  healing  went  on  rapidly,  and,  when 
we  left  him,  the  man  was  as  nearly  as  possible  well.  I  have  not 
heard  that  it  was  generally  used  in  other  military  hospitals.  A 
French  surgeon  told  me  that  he  had  used  it,  but  did  not  like  it, 
because  it  healed  wounds  too  rapidly.  On  inquiring  further,  I 
did  not  find  that  the  rapidity  of  healing  had  led  to  bad  results  in 
his  practice.  I  think  it  probable  that  sulphurous  acid  would  be 
useful  in  dressing  the  large  granulating  surfaces  resulting  from 
burns. — Medical  Cosmos. 


Growth  of  Nails  in  Fractures. 

Dr.  L.  J.  Nillien,  of  Effingham,  111.,  in  a  report  on 
surgery  before  the  ^Esculapian  Society  of  the  Wabash 
Valley,  published  in  Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Observer,  re- 
ports some  interesting  facts  in  regard  to  the  retardation  of  the 
growth  of  nails  following  the  fracture  of  bones.  His  attention 
was  first  called  to  this  in  the  case  of  a  boy  with  a  fractured  hu- 
merus in  1866.  The  boy's  finger-nails  were  stained  at  the  same 
f*time  with  dye.  The  nails  of  the  sound  arm  continued  growing, 
while  those  of  the  fractured  limb  were  retarded  until  the  four- 
teenth day.  Since  this  time  the  doctor  has  continued  his  experi- 
ments as  cases  were  offered,  and  consulting  authors  to  find,  if  pos- 
sible, anything  on  the  subject ;  he  found  that  Dr.  Guenther,  of 
Denmark,  made  mention  of  the  nails  as  a  sure  means  of  recogniz- 
ing the  consolidation  of  fractured  bones.  The  growth  of  the  nail 
ceases  as  soon  as  a  solution  of  continuity  exists  in  the  shaft  of  a 


278 


Dirt,  Poverty \  Drunkenness,  etc.  [December, 


bone;  and  in  growing  again  after  a  time  becomes  a  certain  indi- 
cation that  the  consolidation  of*  the  bone  is  taking  place.  The  doc- 
tor considers  that  this  sign  is  of  great  importance  to  all  surgeons, 
especially  in  cases  of  pseudarthrosis,  where  direct  and  repeated  ex- 
aminations are  often  too  prejudicial  to  the  patient;  also  in  cases 
of  necrosis  and  in  fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  femur.  It  would 
certainly  be  worth  the  while  for  physicians  and  surgeons  to  note 
this,  to  confirm,  if  possible,  the  doctor's  statements,  for,  as  he  af- 
firms, if  true,  it  is  a  sign  of  great  importance. — Review  of  Medicine. 


Dirt,  Poverty,  and  Drunkenness  among   the  Working  Classes  in 

England. 

In  an  interview  of  the  Commissioners  who  conducted  the  re- 
cent inquiry  into  the  mortality  of  Liverpool  with  the  Land  and 
House  Owners'  Association,  some  of  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion expressed  an  opinion  that  the  habits  of  the  people  were  much 
dirtier  than  before  1847.  At  that  time  the  cleanly  poor  insisted 
on  a  dirty  person  removing  from  a  court,  and  the  owners  were 
obliged  to  compel  them  to  leave  for  fear  of  losing  their  other  ten- 
ants ;  but  now  that  sense  of  cleanliness  seemed  lost,  even  by  the 
English,  who  were  formerly  very  clean.  This  increasing  dirtiness 
was  attributed,  to  a  great  extent,  to  increasing  poverty  and  intem- 
perance; but,  in  addition  to  these,  other  causes  were  assigned. 
The  epidemic  of  relapsing  fever  probably  led  to  the  enforced 
cleaning  of  the  houses  ;  but,  in  spite  of  this  enforced  cleanliness, 
nothing  could  exceed  the  dirt  of  the  people,  and  the  fetid  condi- 
tion of  the  atmosphere  at  night.  How  human  beings  could  toler- 
ate such  a  state  of  things  would  be  incredible  if  they  did  not 
know  the  deadening  influence  of  custom.  With  regard  to  the  people 
and  furniture  of  these  houses,  the  Commissioners  were  not  at  all 
prepared  either  for  the  wretched  appearance  of  the  people,  or  for 
the  aspect  of  the  poverty  disclosed.  They  could  not  have  believed 
that  in  any  town  in  this  country  they  could  have  gone  into  room 
after  room,  and  house  after  house,  and  have  found  in  so  many 
cases  literally  almost  nothing  but  the  bare  walls,  a  heap  of  straw- 
covered  by  dirty  rags,  and  possibly  the  remains  of  a  broken  chair 
or  table.  In  some  houses  there  were  no  cooking  utensils  of  any  kind, 
or  only  an  old  saucepan.  Another  point  was,  that  many  people 
seemed  to  have  no  change  of  clothes.  Inquiry  from  some  people 
extracted  the  fact  that  they  occasionally  washed  their  hands  and 
faces  at  the  tap,  but  they  seldom  remove  their  clothes.  The  inquiry 
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of  the  Commissioners  led  them  to  the  conclusion  that  intemper- 
ance played  a  very  large  part  in  bringing  about  the  poverty — with 
all  its  attendant  evils — that  existed.  After  giving  instances  with 
which  they  had  met  of  constant  employment  and  good  wages  as- 
sociated with  utter  poverty,  the  Commissioners  state  that  instances 
of  this  kind  so  frequently  occur  in  all  the  poor  districts  of  Liver- 
pool that,  they  questioned  whether  20  per  cent,  of  the  laboring 
class  in  these  streets  were  leading  lives  of  ordinary  restraint  and 
decency. — Med.  Press  and  Circular. 


REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 
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Physicians  ;  Founder  and  First  President  of  the  Anthropological  So- 
ciety of  Liverpool  ;  Author  of  a  "Treatise  «n  the  Physiology  of 
Inflammation'1  (Erlangen,  1851);  "Consumption  and  its  Successful 
Treatment"  (Leipzig,  1858);  Lectures  "  on  the  Philosophy  of  the 
Human  Mind"  (Liverpool,  1869);  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 
In  order  to  provide  foreign  graduates  of  all   nations,  and  each 
University  Faculty,  with  a  proper  opportunity  of  united  action  and 
sustained  conference  with  each  other,  it  is  herewith  proposed  to  extend 
the  hasis  of  the  "Association  of  Foreign  Graduates,"  established  in 
1858,  beyond  the  Children  of  Apollo,  or  Disciples  of  the  Centaur,  so  as 
to  include  gentlemen  engaged  in  every  calling  or  profession,  through- 
out the  world. 

The  only  passport  to  membership  is  the  lawful  possession  of  a  bona 
fide  Foreign  or  Colonial  Diploma,  no  matter  whether  granted  "  in 
absentia  "  or  kk  in  j>resentia."  Indeed  the  former,  contrary  to  vulgar 
opinion,  is  usually  the  more  honorable,  having  been  gained  by  original 
works  ;  the  latter,  rather  by  reading  these  valuable  monographs  when 
published  by  predecessors.  After  all,  each  Faculty,  in  council  as- 
sembled, is  the  sole  judge  of  individual  merit,  and  there  is  no  real 
academic  superiority  the  one  over  the  other.  All  are  brethren  in 
Europe  and  America,  and  must  surely  feel,  in  "perfidious  Albion," 
the  urgent  necessity  of  taking  immediate  action.    From  time  to  time. 
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graduates  of  Continental  Universities  have  not  only  expressed  their 
cordial  approval  of  this  step,  but  their  zealous  concurrence  in  the  ob- 
jects now  sought  to  be  attained.  On  receipt  of  this  announcement, 
therefore,  it  is  confidently  expected  by  those  whom  we  have  con- 
sulted, that  real  Foreign  or  Colonial  Doctors  will  at  once  join  the  new 
Association,  and  support  its  independent  Journal.  Each  Member  has 
cheerfully  subscribed  the  sum  of  one  guinea  to  defray  necessary  ex- 
penses, for  which  he  is  duly  entitled  to  receive  for  one  year  a  copy  of 
the  periodical,  monthly,  together  with  any  Transactions  or  Proceed- 
ings that  may  be  issued,  and  also  enjoy  the  rights,  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  membership. 

Post  Office  Orders  to  be  made  payable  to  the  Rev.  George  Bartle, 
D.  D.,  Treasurer.  Pembroke  Place  Office,  under  cover,  to  Dr.  Hitch- 
man,  Liverpool. 

29  Erskine  Street,  Liverpool. 


Can  Chloroform  be  used  to  facilitate  Robbery  ? — By  Ste- 
phen Rogers,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  New  York  Medico-Legal 
Society,  &c. 

This  is  the  title  of  a  monograph,  in  which  Dr.  Rogers  takes 
the  negative  side  of  this  question,  and  presents  many  strong 
points  in  support  of  his  position.  There  are,  however,  many 
physicians  who  hold  to  the  opposite  opinion.  We  know  of  seve- 
ral cases  where  there  cm  be  no  doubt  that  the  parties  were  chloro- 
formed and  robbed. 

The  Druggist's  General  Receipt  Book,  comprising  a  copious 
veterinary  formulary.  By  Henry  Beasley,  author  of  the  "  Book 
of  Prescriptions,"  &c,  &c.    Published  by  Lindsay  k  Blakiston, 
Philadelphia,  1871.    8vo,  497  pages.    Price  $4.00. 
This  work  contains  some  3,000  prescriptions,  collected  from 
the  practice  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons — En- 
glish, French,  and  American ; — comprising  also  a  compendious 
history  of  the  Materia  Afedica,  list  of  the  doses  of  all  officinal  and 
established  preparations,  and  an  index  of  diseases  and  their  reme- 
dies. 

This  is  certainly  a  most  valuable  contribution  to  practical  med- 
icine. It  is  especially  valuable  to  the  Druggist  and  practical 
Pharmaceutist,  and  should  also  find  a  place  in  every  physician's 
library. 
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Lindsay  &  Blakiston's    Physicians'  Visiting  List  for 

1872.  Published  by  Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  25  Soutli  6th  St., 
Philadelphia 

This  is  one  of  the  simplest,  and,  at  the  same  time,  one  of  the 
most  complete  Visiting  Lists  that  has  ever  been  published. 
Prices:  for  25  patients,  weekly,  $1.00;  for  50  patients,  weekly, 
$1.25  ;  for  75  patients,  weekly,  $1.50 ;  and  for  100  patients,  $2.00. 

The  Physician's  Dose  and  Symptom  Book.     By  Joseph 
H.  Wythes,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  late  Surgeon  U.  S.  Vols.,  author  of 
"  The  Microscopist,"  etc.,  etc.    10th  edition.    Price,  in  cloth, 
$1.00  ;  in  leather,  tucks  and  pockets,  $1.25. 
It  contains  the  doses  and  uses  of  all  the  principal  articles  of 
the  Materia  Jledica,  and  original  preparations ;  a  table  of  weights 
and  measures,  rules  to  proportion  the  doses  of  medicines,  common 
abbreviations,  used  in  writing  prescriptions,  table  of  poisons  and 
antidotes,  classification  of  the  Materia  Medica,  dietetic  prepara- 
tions, table  of  symptomology,  outlines  of  general  pathology  and 
therapeutics,  &c. 

The  fact  that  this  little  manual  has  reached  its  tenth  edition  is 
sufficient  evidence  of  its  popularity. 

Essentials  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 

By  Henry  Hartshorne,  A.  M.,  M.  D.    3d  edition,  12mo,  487 

pages,  cloth,  price  $2.38.    Henry  C.  Lea,  Philadelphia,  1871. 

This  is  an  epitome  of  practical  medicine,  deduced  by  the  author 
mainly  from  his  own  experience  and  observation.  It  furnishes 
to  the  student  and  practitioner  a  very  convenient  and  generally 
accurate  outline  of  practical  medicine. 

It  embraces  a  brief  review  of  the  various  systems  of  medicine 
of  the  past,  principles  of  medicine,  general  pathology,  semeiology, 
general  therapeutics,  nosology,  special  pathology  and  practice. 

New  Jersey  Review.  A  monthly  Journal,  devoted  to  Insu- 
rance, Real  Estate,  Railroad  and  Manufacturing  Interests, 
together  with  literary  matter  of  a  general  character.  A.  S. 
Mills,  editor  and  proprietor,  843  Broad  Street,  Newark,  N.  J. 
Terms,  $2.00  per  annum. 
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Hand  Book  of  Skin  Diseases.  By  Dr.  Isidor  Neumann. 
Translated  from  the  second  German  edition,  with  notes,  by 
Lucius  D.  Bulkly,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  8vo,  467  pages.  Price,  $4.50. 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Prof.  Neumann  has  enjoyed  rare  opportunities  for  acquiring 
great  proficiency  in  this  department  of  medicine,  having  been 
for  many  years  associated  with,  and  the  assistant  of  Hebra,  the 
great  Dermatologist.  It  is  illustrated  with  numerous  plates, 
finely  executed.  As  a  practical  work  on  the  Histology  and 
Pathology  of  the  Skin,  it  is  certainly  very  complete,  and  yet  con- 
cise. Its  numerous  illustrations  add  materially  to  its  practical 
value.  No  intelligent  physician  can  afford  to  be  without  such  a 
work;  for,  though  we  may  differ  with  the  author  in  therapeutics, 
his  contributions  to  the  histology  and  pathology  of  skin  diseases 
are  invaluable  for  their  accuracy  and  completeness. 


Gynaecological  Journal,  Vol.  III.,  1870,  in  cloth.  Edited 
by  Winslow Lewis,  M.  D.,  Horatio  B.  Storer,  M.  D.,  and  George 
H.  Bixby,  M.  D.    James  Campbell,  publisher,  Boston. 
This  Journal  is  devoted  to  a  specialty,  as  its  name  indicates. 
Besides  the  proceedings  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of  Boston, 
it  contains  original  papers  from  other  writers  of  ability. 


Clinical  Examination  of  Urine.  Eeuben  A.  Yance,  M.  D. 
Published  by  William  Baldwin  &  Co.,  2i  Park  Kow,  New 
York. 

This  little  monograph  contains  a  description  of  a  convenient 
apparatus  for  speedy  analysis  of  urine,  with  directions  for  its 
use,  &c. 


Treatment  of  the  Versions  and  Flexions  of  the  Unim- 
pregnated  Uterus.    By  Ephraim  Cutter,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  Bos- 
ton :  James  Campbell,  publisher.    50  cts. 
This  is  a  very  well  written  paper,  and  is  illustrated  with  numer- 
ous cuts.    The  author  concludes  with  the  following:  remarks,  in 
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regard  to  the  pernicious  effects  resulting  from  the  present  fashions 
regulating  female  dress: 

u  When  Paris  fell  it  was  hoped  that  with  it  would  go  the  fash- 
ioDS,  and  that  the  common  sense  of  mankind  would  cause  them 
to  look  for  modes  of  dress  from  medical  artists,  who  understand 
the  needs  and  requirements  of  the  body,  from  a  physiological  as 
well  as  esthetic  point  of  view.  Health  and  comfort  should  be 
combined  with  beauty.  The  person  who  will  invent  a  means  of 
suspending  the  garments  of  women  from  the  shoulders,  which 
shall  combine  ease,  lightness,  and  mechanical  adaptation,  will 
deserve  and  receive  the  reward  of  a  benefactor." 


Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Medical  Works.  D.  Appleton& 
Co.,  Publishers  and  Importers,  549  and  551  Broadway,  New  York. 

This  Catalogue  is  gotten  up  in  elegant  style,  and  contains  nu- 
merous illustrations  from  the  various  works  described. 

The  following  are  the  titles  of  some  of  the  more  important 
works  in  this  Catalogue: 

Barker.    On  Sea-sickness.    1  vol.,  16mo.  36  pages.  Flexible 

cloth,  75  cents. 

Barnes.  Obstetric  Operations,  including  the  Treatment  of 
Hemorrhage.  With  additions,  by  Benjamin  F.  Dawson,  M.  D. 
Second  American  Edition,  1  vol.,  8vo.    503  pp.    Cloth,  $4.50. 

Bellevue  and  Charity  Hospital  Reports.  1  vol.,  8vo.. 
Cloth,  $4.00. 

Bennet.  Winter  and  Spring  on  the  Shores  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean.   1  vol.,  12mo.    621  pp.    Cloth,  $3.50. 

Billroth.  General  Surgical  Pathology  and  Therapeutics.. 
Translated  from  the  Fourth  German  Edition,  with  the  special 
permission  of  the  author,  by  Charles  E.  Hackley,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary ;  Physician 
to  the  New  York  Hospital ;  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  etc.  1  vol.,  8vo.  676  pp.,  and  152  Woodcuts. 
Cloth,  $5.00. 

Combe.    The  Management  of  Infancy,  Physiological  and. Moral. . 
3 
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Intended  chiefly  for  the  Use  of  Parents.  First  American  from  the 
Tenth  London  Edition.    1  vol.,  12mo.    302  pp.    Cloth,  $1.50. 

Davis.  Conservative  Surgery.  1  vol.,  8vo.  315  pp.  Cloth, 
$3.00. 

Elliot.    Obstetric  Clinic.    1  vol.,  8vo.    458  pp.    Cloth,  $4.50. 

Flint,  The  Physiology  of  Man.  Designed  to  represent  the 
Existing  State  of  Physiological  Science  as  applied  to  the  Func- 
tions of  the  Human  Body.  In  five  vols.,  8vo.  Tinted  paper. 
Volume  I. — The  Blood;  Circulation;  Kespiration.  8vo.  502 
pp.    Cloth,  $4.50. 

Flint's  Physiology.  Volume  II. — Alimentation  ;  Digestion  ; 
Absorption  ;  Lymph  and  Chyle.    8vo.    556  pp.    Cloth,  $4.50. 

Volume  III. — Secretion  ;  Excretion  ;  Ductless  Glands  ;  Nutri- 
tion ;  Animal  Heat;  Movements:  Voice  and  Speech.  8vo.  526 
pp.    Cloth,  $4.50. 

Volume  IV. — The  Nervous  System. 

Volume  V. — Generation.    (In  press.) 

Flint.  Manual  of  Chemical  Examination  of  the  Urine  in  Dis- 
ease. Second  Edition,  revised  and  corrected.  1  vol.,  12 mo. 
77  pp.    Cloth,  $1.00. 

On  the  Physiological  Effects  of  Severe  and  Protracted  Muscu- 
lar Exercise.    1  vol.,  8vo.    91  pp.    Cloth,  $2.00. 

Hammond,  A  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System. 
With  forty -five  illustrations.    1  vol.,  8vo.  750  pp.    Cloth,  $5.00. 

Hammond.  The  Physics  and  Physiology  of  Spiritualism. 
1  vol.,  12mo.    86  pp.    Cloth,  $1.00 

Howe.  Emergencies,  and  How  to  Treat  Them.  1  vol.,  8vo. 
265  pp.    Cloth,  $3.00. 

Huxley  and  Youmans.  The  Elements  of  Physiology  and 
Hygiene.    1  vol.,  12mo.    420  pp.  $1.75. 

Johnson.  The  Chemistry  of  Common  Life.  2  vols.,  12mo. 
Cloth,  $3.00. 

Letterman.  Medical  Kecollections  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac.   1  vol.,  8vo.    194  pp.    Cloth,  $1.00. 

Lewes.  The  Physiology  of  Common  Life.  2  vols.,  12mo. 
Cloth,  $3.00. 

Maudsley.  The  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  Mind. 
1  vol.  8vo.    442  pp.    Cloth,  $3.50. 
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Body  and  Mind.    1  vol.  12mo.    155  pp.    Cloth,  $1.00. 

Meyer.  Electricity  in  its  Relations  to  Practical  Medicine. 
1  vol.,  8vo.    497  pp.    Cloth,  $4.50. 

Niemeyer.  A  Text-Book  of  Practical  Medicine.  With  Par- 
ticular Reference  to  Physiology  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 
Translated  from  the  Eighth  German  Edition,  by  special  permis- 
sion of  the  Author,  by  George  E.  Humphreys,  M.  D.,  and  Charles 
E.  Hackley,  M.  D.  Revised  Edition.  2  vols.,  8vo.  1  528  pp 
Cloth,  $9.00  ;  Sheep,  $11.00. 

Neftel.  Galvano-Therapeutics.  1  vol.,  12mo  161  pp 
Cloth,  $1.50. 

Nightingale.  Notes  on  Nursing.  1  vol.,  12mo.  140  pp. 
Cloth,  75  cents. 

Stroud.  The  Physical  Cause  of  the  Death  of  Christ,  and  its 
.  Relations  to  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Christianity.  1  vol., 
12ino.    422  pp.    Cloth,  $2.00, 

Swett  A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Chest.  1  vol.,  8vo. 
587  pp.  $3.50. 

Simpson.  The  Posthumous  Works  of  Sir  James  Young  Simp- 
son, Bart,  M.  D.  In  Three  Volumes.  1  vol.,  8vo.  852  pp 
Cloth,  $5.00. 

Tilt.  A  Hand-Book  of  Uterine  Therapeutics  and  of  Diseases 
of  Women.    1  vol.,  8vo.    345  pp.    Cloth,  $3.50. 

Van  Buren.    Lectures  upon  Diseases  of  the  Rectum.    1  vol. 
12mo.    164  pp.    Cloth,  $1.50. 

Vogel.  A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Children. 
1  vol.,  8vo.    611  pp.    Cloth,  $4.50. 


EDITOEI  AL. 

All  advertising  and  subscription  accounts  of  the  Rrcvir-w,  for  the 
present  or  former  volumes,  should  be  paid  to  Dr.  E.  S.  McClellan 
who  is  authorized  to  receipt  for  the  same. — P.  Albebt  Mokrow,  M.D. 


Maxy  of  the  subscriptions  to  the  Rkview  expire  with  the  present 
number,  and  we  trust  that  remittances  will  be  promptly  made. 
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A  few  individuals  who  are  in  arrears,  are  reminded  that  the  present 
is  a  very  opportune  time  to  square  their  acccounts,  and  begin  the  New- 
Year  with  a  clean  record. 


Peesonal. — Dr.  P.  Albert  Morrow  sailed  for  Europe  Nov.  llth. 
We  learn  by  telegram  of  his  safe  arrival  at  Liverpool.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association,  Dr.  Morrow  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  British  Eclectic  Medical  Association.  Dr.  Morrow 
will  spend  some  months  in  visiting  the  Medical  Institutions  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Continent,  and  will  no  doubt  furnish  the  readers  of 
the  Review  some  valuable  and  interesting  correspondence. 


THE  ONWARD  MARCH  OF  ECLECTICISM,  ITS  FRIENDS 
AND  ITS  SUPPORTERS. 

The  success  of  Medical  Eclecticism  is  no  longer  problematical. 
It  has  been  subjected  to  the  test  of  a  thorough  scientific  and  practi- 
cal investigation,  and  its  genuineness  has  been  proven.  It  has  been 
weighed  in  the  balance  of  public  opinion  and  found  not  wanting.  It 
is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  a  positive  success.  It  is  a  cause  of 
high  gratulation  to  every  lover  of  Eclecticism,  that  the  cause  was  so 
generally  represented  at  the  late  National  Eclectic  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  that  its  deliberations  were  characterized  by  such  harmony 
and  good  feeling.  Each  member  of  the  convention  seemed  to  have 
been  inspired  with  a  homogeneity  of  thought,  feeling,  and  action,  and 
all  labored  for  the  good  of  the  great  cause  for  which  they  had  assem- 
bled. 

No  reform  was  ever  affected  in  morals,  and  no  progress  was  ever 
made  in  art  or  science,  but  what  has  met  with  opposition.  Old 
attachments  for  systems,  habits,  and  opinions  are  not  easily  over- 
come and  displaced.  They  are  usually  clung  to  with  the  greatest 
tenacity,  and  the  generation  that  adheres  to  them  must  pass  away 
before  they  can  be  made  to  give  way.  What  is  true  and  valuable 
in  old  systems,  should  be  preserved  ;  reform,  and  not  destruction,  is 
the  idea.    Eclecticism  is  conservito-progressive. .  It  retains  all  that 
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is  valuable  in  the  old  systems  of  medicine,  and  gathers  with  direful 
hand  from  every  field  of  science  whatever  will  add  to  the  common 
stock  of  medical  knowledge,  and  give  efficacy  to  the  healing  art. 
As  such  it  commends  itself  to  the  intelligence  of  the  world,  and 
nothing  but  the  most  inveterate  prejudices  and  fossilized  notions  of 
those  who  cling  to  antiquated  systems  of  the  past,  would  oppose  its 
progress.  "Leaving  the  things  that  are  behind/' and  "letting  the 
dead  past  bury  its  dead,"  Eclecticism  marches  on  in  the  vast  army  of 
human  progress.  It  feels  the  demands  of  the  present  age,  and  is 
fully  awake  to  its  interests.  It  looks  upon  nothing  as  impracticable 
that  is  among  the  possibilities,  and  addresses  itself  to  the  application 
of  proper  remedies  for  "  the  healing  of  all  diseases."  Who  will  say 
that  its  broad  and  liberal  views  on  the  subject  of  medicine  have  not 
contributed  to  enlarge  the  domain  of  medical  knowledge  in  general? 
and  that  it  has  not  thus  unconsciously,  perhaps,  produced  a  change 
for  the  better  in  medical  practice  ?  This  of  itself  should  inspire 
every  Eclectic  practitioner  with  increased  confidence,  and  prove  an 
incentive  to  a  more  diligent  prosecution  of  his  profession.  No  indi- 
vidual practitioner,  however  great  his  talents  or  influence,  can  hope 
that  by  standing  aloof  from  Eclecticism  he  will  thereby  prevent  its 
progress,  and  it  is  equal  folly  to  suppose,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he 
can,  by  giving  Eclecticism  his  influence  and  support,  add  an  iota  to 
its  intrinsic  merits.  The  system  has  done,  and  will  continue  to  do, 
infinitely  more  for  each  and  every  individual  connected  with  the 
profes>ion  than  any  can  hope  to  do  for  the  cause,  be  he  ever  so  learned, 
laborious,  or  self-sacrificing,  and  yet  it  behooves  all  who  are  connected 
with  Eclecticism  to  devote  their  entire  energies  in  its  promotion. 

It  can  hardly  be  thought  possible  that  any  one  connected  with 
this  movement  can  be  indifferent  ami  inactive  in  regard  to  its  inter- 
ests,  much  less  could  it  be  conceived  possible  that  he  should  assume 
an  attitude  of  hostility  to  it.  Such  will  find  all  their  efforts  as  futile 
to  arrest  its  progress  as  the  silly  cur  who  barked  at  the  moon,  or  the 
superannuated  old  Pope  who  launched  his  bull  against  the  comet. 
The  principles  developed  by  reform  in  medical  practice,  and  the 
progress  of  the  age  is  such  that  he  who  will  not  conform  to  the  law 
of  progress  will  assuredly  be  left  behind,  and  made  to  see  that  his 
opposition  is  entirely  fruitless,  and  will  result  in  his  own  ignominious 
defeat. 

Just  as  "  time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man,"  so  it  may  be  said  of  the 
progress  of  the  age.    Old  fogies  may  cry  innovation,  charlatanism, 
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and  run  through  the  whole  gamut  of  abuse  against  all  who  differ 
from  them  in  opinion,  and  suggest  new  modes  of  treatment  and  new 
remedies  for  disease,  but  the  success  which  demonstrates  the  value 
of  such  a  course  will  more  effectually  silence  all  such  clamors  than  a 
thousand  arguments.  One  well-established  fact  is  worth  a  volume 
of  mere  theory  and  speculation  ;  and  facts  are  what  the  age  demands. 
He  who  is  prepared  with  the  facts  to  support  his  theory,  is  more 
than  a  match  for  all  who  advance  opposite  theories,  no  matter  of  how 
long  standing,  or  how  numerous  and  influential  its  advocates.  Facts 
do  not  deceive;  they  stand  out  in  all  their  naked  truthfulness,  and 
such  is  their  stern  and  stubborn  nature,  that  all  attempts  to  put  them 
down  or  cast  them  aside  will  be  not  only  fruitless,  but  highly  disas- 
trous to  those  who  engage  in  the  vain  effort.  "  Truth  is  mighty  and 
will  prevail,"  eternal,  and  cannot  be  destroyed.  We  repeat  it, 
Medical  Eclecticism  is  a  system  founded  in  facts,  supported  by  facts, 
and  its  success  is  established  before  the  eyes  of  all  candid  men.  We 
most  cordially  invite  all  lovers  of  medical  progress  to  join  our  ranks, 
and  share  in  our  labors  and  successes. 


CUNDURANGO. 

Since  the  introduction  of  this  so-called  cancer  cure,  mainly  through 
the  agency  of  Dr.  Bliss  of  Washington,  both  the  secular  and  medical 
journals  of  this  country  have  rung  the  changes  pro  and  con  in  regard 
to  its  merits,  until  the  very  name  has  become  a  by-word. 

We  have  neither  joined  in  its  fulsome  praise,  nor  in  its  indiscrimi- 
nate condemnation,  preferring  to  await  the  results  of  experience. 
That  it  possesses  valuable  alterative  properties  is  probable ;  for 
many  of  those  who  assert  its  worthlessness  as  a  cancer  antidote, 
admit  that  it  cures  syphilis.  It  is  said  that  many  of  the  cases 
claimed  to  have  been  cured  were,  really,  not  cancer,  but  old  syphil- 
itic and  scrofulous  sores. 


An  American  Woman  Graduates  at  Zurich. — The  degree  of 
"  Doctor  of  Medicine  was  recently  conferred  on  Miss  Dimock,  an 
American,  by  the  University  of  Zurich, .  Switzerland,  having  com- 
pleted her  studies  in  the  Medical  School  attached  to  the  University. 
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INJUNCTION  TO  RESTRAIN  THE  ACTION  OF  A  .MEDI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 

It  appears  that  some  months  ago  Dr.  Anthony  Ruppaner,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  New  York,  called  in  Dr. 
Lewis  A.  Sayre  of  the  same  Society,  in  consultation  in  the  perform- 
ance of  one  of  the  minor  operations  in  surgery. 

Dr.  R.  published  a  report  of  the  case  in  the  New  York  Medical 
Journal,  and,  as  Dr.  S.  alleges,  failed  to  give  him  due  "  credit  for 
what  he  did  in  the  case." 

Dr.  S.  asserts  that  Dr.  R.  promised  to  correct  the  matter  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  Journal.  Dr.  R.  having  failed  to  make  the  promised 
amend,  Dr.  S.  vindicated  himself,  and  elaborate  pamphlets  have,  we 
believe,  been  issued  by  each  in  self-justification. 

Dr.  S.  finally  preferred  charges  against  Dr.  R.  in  the  Society,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Comitia  Minora  for  investigation.  When  about 
to  make  their  report,  Dr.  R.  obtained  from  Judge  Barnard  an  injunc- 
tion, which  reads  as  follows  : 

Supreme  Court — City  ajstd  County  of  New  York. 
Injunction  by  Order. 

Anthony  Ruppaner,  plaintiff,  against  Austin  Flint,  Alfred  E.  M. 
Purdy,  Wm.  Thompson,  Ellsworth  Eliot,  Thomas  C.  Finnell,  John  C. 
Peters,  Abraham  Jacobi,  Stephen  Rogers,  Joseph  A.  Janvrin,  and 
Louis  A.  Sayre,  defendants. 

It  appearing  satisfactorily  to  me,  by  the  affidavit,  as  well  as  the 
complaint,  of  the  plaintiff,  that  sufficient  grounds  for  an  injunction 
exist:  I  do  hereby  order  and  enjoin  that  the  defendants,  Austin 
Flint,  Alfred  E.  M.  Purdy,  William  Thompson,  Ellsworth  Eliot, 
Thomas  C.  Finnell,  John  C.  Peters,  Abraham  Jacobi,  Stephen  Rog- 
ers, Joseph  A.  Janvrin,  and  Lewis  A.  Sayre,  and  each  of  them,  and 
their  agents  and  attorneys,  refrain  from  proceeding  against  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  charges,  Or  so-called  charges,  of  the  defendant,  Lewis  A. 
Sayre;  and  from  assuming  to  offer,  or  to  receive,  any  statements, 
documents,  or  evidence  in  support  thereof,  and  from  presenting,  or 
hearing  the  accusations, mentioned  in  the  complaint  herein;  and  from 
making  or  procuring  any  report  or  decision  therein;  and  from  pub- 
lishing or  communicating  any  proceedings  therein  which  have  been 
hitherto  taken,  or  any  statements,  papers,  or  evidence  that  may  have 
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been  offered  or  received  in  support  of  such  so-called  charges  ;  and 
from  doing  or  permitting  any  other  act  or  thing  in  aid  or  furtherance 
of  the  proceedings  aforesaid. 

And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  defendants  show  cause  betore 
me,  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  1871,  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  on  that 
day,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  why  tins  order 
should  not  continue  in  force  and  be  made  perpetual— until  the  further 
order  of  this  Court ;  and  in  case  of  disobedience  to  this  order,  you 
will  be  liable  to  the  punishment  therefor  prescribed  by  law.  Dated 
New  York,  September  30,  1871. 

(Signed)  George  G.  Barnard, 

J.  S.  C. 

The  defendants  failed  to  obtain  a  dissolution  of  the  injunction,  so 
the  whole  matter  goes  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

P.  S.  Since  the  above  was  written,  we  learn  that  the  Society  have, 
by  a  unanimous  vote,  expelled  Dr.  Ruppaner  from  membership. 
Whether  the  injunction  was  finally  dissolved,  or  whether  it  was  done 
in  defiance  of  the  Court,  we  have  not  learned. 


NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY, 

Suit  for  Libel— Our  readers  will  recollect  the  suit  instituted 
ao-ainst  Dr.  John  Scott  for  malpractice,  which  was  withdrawn  by  the 
prosecution  without  trial,  and  of  which  some  account  was  pub- 
lished in  this  Journal.  Subsequent  to  the  publication,  the  prosecut- 
ing party  instituted  a  second  suit  for  libel,  the  alleged  libel  being 
contained  in  Dr.  Scott's  account  as  published  by  us,  and  consisting 
in  the  expression  "constitutional  syphilis"  applied  to  the  temale 
whose  case  was  described.  The  suit  for  libel  was  brought  against  Dr. 
Scott  and  the  editors  of  the  Journal  jointly,  but  before  trial  the 
editors  were  exempted.  The  trial  came  off  in  October  against  Dr. 
Scott  alone.  He  claimed  that,  having  been  arraigned  betore  the 
public  for  malpractice,  and  refused  the  opportunity  to  justify  himselt 
bv  trial  it  was  his  right  to  make  his  defence  through  the  press  ;  and 
that  an  intelligent  statement  of  the  case  of  his  patient  required  the 
disease  to  be  mentioned,  in  order  to  show  cause  for  the  treatment 
which  was  adopted.  The  prosecution  denied  this  right,  and  sued  lor 
defamation  of  character,  and  damages  set  at  $20,000.  . 

On  the  trial  testimony  was  adduced  to  prove  the  existence  ol  con- 
stitutional syphilis.  A  number  of  medical  witnesses  testified  unquali- 
fiedly on  this  point.  It  was  also  maintained  that  constitutional 
syphilis  did  not  necessarily  imply  moral  impurity,  as  the  disease 
might  have  been  inherited,  or  contracted  by  accident,  or  without 
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criminal  intercourse.  These  points  being  established  by  the  defence, 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  virtually  abandoned  the  suit.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  without  delay  favorable  to  the  defendant. 

The  business  of  suing  for  malpractice  and  for  libel  has  not  hither* 
to  been  very  successful  in  California.  We  do  not  call  to  mind  a  sin- 
gle instance  of  the  conviction  of  a  regular  practitioner  for  malpractice, 
though  a  number  of  suits  have  been  instituted  at  different  times  during 
the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

Extract  of  Pinus  Canadensis — This  article  appears  to  be  mak- 
ing its  way  into  use  in  the  Atlantic  States.  Dr.  Marion  Sims  says  of 
it :  "I  have  used  it  for  about  eight  months  in  some  affections  of  the 
rectum,  vagina,  and  cervix  uteri;  I  have  used  it,  considerably  diluted, 
as  a  vaginal  wash  with  great  success  ;  but  I  prefer  to  apply  it  to  the 
os  tinea1  on  cotton  wool,  either  pure  or  mixed  with  glycerine,  or  gly- 
cerine and  rose-water.  Thus  applied,  it  should  remain  intact  for  two 
or  three,  or  even  four,  days,  and  then  be  renewed.  In  this  way  I  have 
seen  chronic  granular  vaginitis  remedied  in  a  few  days  that  had  re- 
sisted the  ordinary  remedies  for  wreeks ;  and  I  have  seen  granular  ero- 
sions, with  leucorrhea,  disappear  very  readily  under  its  use.'' — Pacific 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

Chloroform  vs.  Ether — The  last  phase  of  this  interminable  con- 
troversy appears  in  the  October  number  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Medical  Science,  presented  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Morton,  of  Boston.  After 
searching  the  recent  authorities,  and  collating  all  accessible  statistics, 
this  writer  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  death  from  chloroform  occurs 
in  about  one  case  in  every  three  thousand  in  which  it  is  administered. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  it  produces  death  by  paralyzing  the  heart, 
through  its  action  on  the  par  vagum  nerves  of  the  pulmonary  sur- 
faces. He  considers  the  two  following  propositions  to  be  well  estab- 
lished: 1.  Death  from  chloroform  is  necessary  and  unavoidable  in 
a  certain  percentage  of  cases.  2.  Death  from  ether  is  possible,  not 
probable,  and  need  never  occur.  He  anticipates  from  the  feeling  of 
insecurity  and  danger  which  pervades  the  profession  in  Europe  and 
America,  that  a  large  diminution  of  the  popular  use  of  chloroform 
must  ensue,  and  a  far  more  universal  resort  to  ether. — Pacific  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal. 

What  is  Malaria  ? — Dr.  Oldham,  a  British  surgeon,  has  written 
a  work  in  answer  to  this  question,  which  is  made  the  subject  of  a  brief 
review  in  the  last  number  of  the  American  Jlfedical  Journal.  He 
denies  entirely  the  common  idea  of  a  poison  in  the  atmosphere,  and 
finds  in  changes  of  temperature  and  other  atmospheric  conditions 
causes  of  sufficient  potency,  in  his  estimation,  to' explain  all  the  phe- 
nomena imputed  to  malaiia.  Dr.  Oldham  is  far  from  being  singular 
in  his  unbelief;  and  it.  would  not  surprise  us  if  his  doctrine  should  be- 
come the  popular  theory  of  the  professional  world  before  the  ex- 
priation  of  the  present  century. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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Influence  of  Tobacco  in  Diseases  of  Nerve-Centres.— In  the 
Bulletin  de  V Association  Franc,  cont.  VAbus  de  Tabac,  M.  Tamisier 
states  that  out  of  fifty-nine  grave  affections  of  the  nerve-centres  observ- 
ed from  1860  to  1869  among  men,  forty  occurred  in  smokers.  In  fif- 
teen cases  of  hemiplegia,  nine  abused  tobacco,  and  two  used  it  mod- 
erately; four  did  not  smoke.  Of  eighteen  cases  of  paraplegia,  five 
were  «reat  smokers,  three  moderate  smokers,  and  ten  abstained  from 
tobacco.  Out- of  twenty  cases  of  locomotor  ataxia,  fourteen  were 
great  smokers,  five  moderate,  and  one  abstainer. —  The  Doctor. 

A  Woman  with  Four  Breasts.— The  Medical  News  and  Library 
for  April  contains  an  account  of  a  woman  who  was  possessed  of  four 
breasts,  two  in  the  normal  position  and  two  in  the  axillary  region. 
The  latter  two  had  attained  about  the  size  of  an  orange.  She  was 
delivered  of  a  dead  premature  child,  and,  in  spite  of  an  attack  of  fe- 
ver, the  secretion  of  milk  was  regularly  established  in  all  the  breasts  ; 
but,  when  examined  microscopically,  the  milk  of  the  supplementary 
breasts  wTas  found  to  be  of  a  much  purer  quality. 

Poisoning  by  Carbolic  Acid.— Dr.  Gerrard  reports  in  the  Lancet  a 
case  from  Jamaica,  in  which  a  sailor  was  poisoned  by  carbolic  acid. 
It  appeared  that  the  captain  kept  in  a  cupboard  in  his  cabin  two  bot- 
tles similar  in  appearance,  but  one  of  them  containing  rum  and  the 
other  carbolic  acid.  It  is  supposed  that  the  deceased,  searching  for 
the  rum,  drank  from  the  carbolie  acid  bottle  instead,  as  it  was  found 
halfway  out  of  the  cupboard,  but  with  the  cork  in  it.  When  discov- 
ered he  was  comatose,  with  contracted  pupils  and  intermittent  pulse, 
stertorous  breathing,  and  frothing  at  the  mouth.  There  was  also  a 
peculiar  livid  appearance  about  the  eyelids,  lips  and  ears.  I  he  odor 
of  carbolic  acid  was  present.  Medical  aid  was  obtained,  but  death 
followed  within  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  supposed  time  ot 
his  taking  the  poison.  It  was  said  that  the  deceased,  while  search- 
ing for  liquor  on  a  previous  voyage,  had  swallowed  some  lamp  oil  m 
mfstake  for  rum. — American  Observer. 

Iodoform  Ointment.— In  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  iodoform  oint- 
ment, in  connection  with  iodide  of  potassium,  is  extensively  and  suc- 
cessfully used  in  the  treatment  of  syphilitic  ulcers  and  rupia.  Dr. 
William  Ingalls,  attending  surgeon,  advocates  this  formula  in  two  ob- 
stirate  cases  under  his  care  :  .. 

Iodoformi,  3  ss;  Spts.  vini.  rect.,  q.  s.  ;  Adipis  suillse,  I  vijss.— 
Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Salivation  Consequent  upon  Artificial  Teeth.— Dr.  Charles 
E.  Buckingham,  in  answer  to  Dr.  O'Connell's  question,  m  the  Journal 
of  June  29th,  says  that  "  I  have  seen  several  cases  such  as  he  de- 
scribes, where  the  teeth  were  upon  red  rubber  plate.  At  this  mo- 
ment I  can  recall  three  such  cases  seen  within  a  twelvemonth.— Bos- 
ton Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

We  have  met  with  several  such  cases.    (Ed.  E.  M.  R.) 
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Adulteration  of  Drugs. — At  the  mooting  of  the  American  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  held  in  St.  Lonis.  a  report  on  drugs  was  pre- 
sented, which  contained  a  number  of  curious  statements  in  regard  to 
the  adulteration  practiced  by  the  trade.  It  is  stated  that  several 
wholesale  drug  houses  in  New  York  have  rooms  set  apart  for  the  pur- 
pose of  adulterating  powdered  drugs.  One  establishment  employs  a 
foreman  to  take  special  charge  of  this  department,  all  sorts  of  cheap 
substances  being  mixed  with  the  more  precious  powders.  Some 
dealers,  in  sending  opiuni  to  the  grinders,  always  send  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  licorice  to  be  powdered  with  it. — Pacific  Med.  and  Sugr. 
Journal. 

Circumcision  in  Utero. — A  member  of  the  Philadelphia  Obstet- 
rical Society,  having  witnessed  the  circumcision  of  a  Jewish  child, 
described  this  operation  to  his  wife,  who  was  in  the  early  period  of 
pregnancy.  A  strong  impression  was  made  on  her  mind,  and  the 
event  was  the  subject  of  constant  thought  for  several  days.  Seven 
months  afterwards,  she  gave  birth  to  a  child,  whose  glans  penis  was 
found  exposed,  u  while  the  retracted  prepuce  actually  showed  the  yet 
granulating  ciatrix  of  what  looked  like  a  very  recent  circumcision  !  " 
This  extraordinary  circumstance,  which  is  related  in  a  iirst-class  med- 
ical journal,  under  the  head  of  "  Birth-mark  from  maternal  impres- 
sions," suggests  a  ready  method  by  which  our  fellow-citizens  of  the 
Israelitish  faith  may  do  away  with  the  sanguinary  mode  of  perform- 
ing circumcision  in  common  use. — Pacific  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

Medico-Legal  Society  of  Xew  York. — The  fourth  annual  anni- 
versary meeting  of  the  Medico-Legal  Society  was  held  at  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Thursday  evening,  October  12,  1871. 
The  annual  reports  of  the  various  officials  were  read,  and  the  society 
then  balloted  for  officers  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year,  with  the 
following  result : 

President,  Stephen  "Rogers,  M.D. 
Vice-Pres.,  Jacob  F.  Miller,  Esq. 

Reuben  A.  Vance,  M.D. 
Treasurer,  F.  S.  Bahan,  M.D. 
Rec.  Sec,  James  Ross,  M.D. 
Cor.  Sec,  J.  F.  Chaveau,  M.D. 
Librarian,  Wm.  Shrady,  Es.j. 
Pathologist,  S.  J.  Clark,  M.D. 
Chemist,  A.  Wohlfart,  M.D. 
Asst.  Rec.  Sec,  Win.  M.  Kemp.  M.D. 

trustees: 


J.  C.  Peters,  M.D. 
Clark  Bell,  Esq. 
T.  C.  Furnell,  M.D. 


J.  J.  O'Dea,  M.D. 
Jacob  Shrady,  M.D. 
II.  P.  Farnham,  M.D. 
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The  stated  meetings  of  this  society  are  held  at  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  at  8  p.  m.,  on  the  second  Thursday  of  each 
month. 

The  following  are  the  first  three  articles  of  the  Constitution  : 

Article  I. — This  Association  shall  be  known  as  the  New  York 
Medico-Legal  Society. 

Article  II. — Its  object  shall  be  the  advancement  of  the  Science  of 
Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Article  III. — There  shall  be  three  classes  of  members,  viz.,  Resi- 
dent, Corresponding,  and  Honorary.  Such  persons  only  as  are  in 
good  standing  in  either  the  medical  or  legal  profession,  shall  be  eligi- 
ble to  membership.  Physicians  and  Lawyers,  who  have  been  resident 
members,  but  who  have  removed  from  the  city ;  any  persons  who 
shall,  by  medico-legal  or  medical  or  legal  contributions  to  the  Society, 
or  by  a  joint  certificate  of  three  resident  members,  furnish  evidence 
of  eminence  in  their  professions,  are  eligible  to  corresponding  mem- 
bership. Physicians  and  Lawyers,  of  recognized  eminence  in  their 
respective  professions,  whether  resident  or  non-resident,  are  eligible 
to  honorary  membership.  The  number  of  honorary  members  shall 
be  limited  to  twenty,  and  be  equally  divided  between  the  two  pro- 
fessions. 

The  Ophthalmoscope  and  the  Sphygmoghaph  in  the  Study  of 
the  Physiological  Action  of  Medicines. — Prof.  Robert  Bartholo- 
mew, M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati,  in  an  article  read  before  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society,  and  subsequently  published  in  the  Clinic,  says : 

"In  the  study  of  the  physiological  action  of  a  remedy  which,  like 
bromide  of  potassium,  does  not  produce  marked  phenomena  when 
given  in  ordinary  medical  doses,  it  is  necessary  to  employ  the  largest 
amount  which  may  be  tolerated  by  the  stomach.  In  six  hours,  Mr. 
Drake  received  four  drachms  of  the  bromide,  when  the  annexed 
tracing  (N"o.  11)  was  taken :       *       *       *  * 

"  As  compared  with  the  normal,  we  notice  that  the  ascent  of  the 
wave  is  slightly  oblique,  the  summit  rounded,  the  descent  gradual, 
and  the  dicrotism  very  slight  — qualities  indicating  a  much  higher 
degree  of  arterial  tension.  With  this  obvious  rise  in  tension,  there 
occurs  more  or  less  slowing  of  the  heart-beat — conditions  of  the  cir- 
culation which  should  be  indicated  in  the  retina  by  ophthalmoscopy. 
Such  I  ascertain  to  be  the  fact.  The  vessels  of  the  retina,  both 
arteries  and  veins,  were  seen  to  contain  less  blood  than  normal,  and 
the  papilla  was  better  defined.  Dr.  Vance's  study  of  the  retinal  cir- 
culation in  epilepsy,  as  a  basis  for  rational  therapy,  seems  to  me, 
therefore,  as  regards  the  use  of  the  bromide  of  potassium,  an  impor- 
tant step  in  the  right  direction. 

CONCLUSIONS. 

"Very  important  aid  to  exact  knowledge  of  the  physiological 
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action  of  remedial  agents  may  be  obtained  by  an  ophthalmoscopic 
examination  of  the  retinal  circulation. 

"To  avoid  erroneous  conclusions  from  such  examinations,  the 
State  of  the  arterial  tension  in  general  should  be  determined  at  the 
same  time1  by  the  sphygmograph. 

"Ophthalmoscopy  will  furnish  us  more  precise  indications  for  the 
treatment  of  cerebral  disorders  than  has  heretofore  been  attainable. 

Ophthalmoscopy  will  enable  us  to  use  medicines  that  exert  an 
influence  over  the  circulation,  with  more  definite  aim,  and  with  a 
nicer  appreciation  of  their  real  therapeutical  influence,  than  by  the 
coarser  methods  now  employed." 

Kennedy's  Concentrated  Extract  of  Pinus  Canadensis. — 
W.  T.  Walker,  M.  D.,  of  New  York,  writes  to  the  Medical  Record 
as  follows  : — 

Sir — Having  been  requested  to  state  what  I  know  therapeutically 
of  Kennedy's  Concentrated  Extract  of  Pinus  Canadensis,  and  further- 
more being  requested  to  send  it  for  publication  in  the  columns  of 
your  journal,  1  beg  leave  briefly  to  tax  your  patience  and  generosity. 

For  the  past  six  months  1  have  used  this  extract  in  many  cases 
affecting  the  mucous  membranes,  and  in  almost  every  case  it  has 
given  entire  satisfaction.  In  abrasion  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  when 
applied  in  its  full  strength  by  means  of  a  pledget  of  cotton,  I  have 
found  it  far  more  satisfactory  than  tannin  or  iodine.  In  endometritis 
it  has  proved  equally  satisfactory.  I  have  used  it  with  perfect  success 
in  acute  and  chronic  vaginitis,  by  applying  it  in  its  full  strength  every 
other  day.  I  have  also  used  it  in  several  cases  of  gonorrhoea,  and  must 
say  that  I  vastly  prefer  it  to  the  vaunted  remedy  of  claret  and  tannin. 

It  is  certainly  a  most  valuable  astringent  and  tonic;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  it  will  very  soon  have  its  place  in  our  Materia  Medica. 

Death  of  a  Liverpool  Surgeon. — John  William  Irvine,  M.  D., 
L.  R.  C.  S.,  S.  S.,  a  visiting  surgeon  to  West  Derby  Union  Hospital, 
Liverpool,  Eng.,  recently  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three.  He 
contributed  several  essays  :  one  on  "Feverin  Liverpool,'1  and  another 
on  "Resection  of  the  Clavicle,  with  Formation  of  the  Entire  Bone." 
When  he  was  stricken  dow  n  with  relapsing  fever  he  was  engaged  on 
a  paper  for  the  "Liverpool  .Medical  and  Surgical  Reports7'  on  ampu- 
tation at  hip-joint;  that  paper  being  the  result  of  three  successful  hip- 
joint  amputations,  after  failure  of  resection  of  the  knee-joint  and  disease 
of  the  femur. — Med.  Record,  Nov.  1,  1871. 

Incomes. — It  is  said  of  Radcliffe,  that  in  1691,  when  his  fame  was 
so  great  that  everybody  flocked  to  him  for  advice,  his  neighbor,  Dr. 
Gibbons,  received  £1,000  a  year — a  large  sum  in  relation  to  the 
value  of  money  at  that  period — from  the  overflow  of  patients  who 
were  not  able  to  get  admission  to  the  great  physician  of  the  day.  In 
1707 — seven  years  before  his  death — his  fortune  amounted  to  £80,000. 
— Med.  Record, 
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Treatment  of  Yesico-vaginal  Fistula. — Dr.  G.  Torres,  of 
Turin,  reports,  in  the  Gaceta  Med.  de  Granada,  a  case  of  cure  of 
vesicovaginal  fistula  by  the  postural  treatment  suggested  by 
Giordano,,  which  consists  in  placing  the  patient  in  a  position  that 
shall  prevent  an  accumulation  of  urine  in  that  part  of  the  bladder  in 
which  the  fistula  is  seated.  This  position  is,  for  the  majority  of  cases, 
a  horizontal  one  with  the  external  plane  of  the  body.  Dr.  Torres  cites 
a  case  in  which  a  single  cauterization  with  nitrate  of  silver,  followed 
by  the  posture  above  alluded  to,  produced  the  closure  of  a  fistula  of 
one  centimetre  in  extent.  Prof  Giordano  asserts  that  the  posture 
alone  will  at  times  suffice  to  bring  about  a  closure  of  vesico- vaginal 
fistulas.  The  case  alluded  to  by  Dr.  Torres  had  existed  only  for  about 
six  weekss,  and  the  recent  date  was  doubtless  a  very  favorable  condi- 
tion for  the  cure. 

The  General  Hospital  of  Vienna. — This  institution  contains 
2,000  beds.  In  1869  the  admissions  were  20,214— viz.,  12,789  men  and 
7,425  women.  For  the  last  ten  years  the  mortality  has  varied  be- 
tween 11.4  and  1 3.3  per  cent,,  except  in  the  cholera  year  (18Ht;),  when 
it  rose  to  14.4  percent.  The  number  of  operations  performed  in 
1869  was  as  follows:  95  amputations,  36  resections,  187  removals  of 
tumors,  10  lithotomies,  9  lithotiities,  7  ovariotomies  (6  deaths),  305 
operations  for  cataract,  and  249  iridectomies.  The  total  expense  was 
£60,000. — Lancet. 

Crystallized  Aconitine. — According  to  the  Gazette  Ilebdoma- 
daire  of  August  4th,  MM.  Duquesnol  and  Grehaut  announce  that  they 
have  obtained  aconitine  in  a  crystallized  state.  It  is  only  slight  ly 
soluble  in  water,  but  dissolves  "in  alcohol,  glycerine,  ether,  benzine, 
and  especially  chloroform.  It  is  decomposed  at  a  temperature  of 
138°  C.  It  is  poisonous  in  almost  infinitesimal  'doses,  and  in  its 
effects  on  animals  is  very  analogous  to  curarine. 

The  Naples  Anglo-American  Hospital. — This  hospital,  which 
has  been  in  successful  operation  for  more  than  thirty  years,  is  now  to 
be  closed,  the  managers  having  received  a  peremptory  order  to  that 
effect  from  the  Neapolitan  authorities. 

Mammary  Abscess  and  its  Remedy. — The  symptoms  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  gland  under  consideration  are  well  known  to  the  profes- 
sion. Whenever  these  arise,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  arrest 
the  secretion  of  milk;  this  will  relieve  the  mother,  and  not  necessarily 
interfere  with  the  well-being  of  the  child,  which,  if  proper  care  betak- 
en of  it,  will  generally  be  found  to  thrive  upon  good  and  pure  cow's 
milk,  with  the  occasional  addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  lime-water. 

The  treatment,  therefore,  is  to  begin  as  soon  as  there  are  any  symp- 
toms that  mammary  abscess  is  likely  to  occur.  I  have  found  the  fol- 
lowing prescription  of  service: 
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T>  Extract.  Belladon.  Alcoholic.,  Z  iv  ;  Glycerine,  q.  §.;  mix  them 
of  the  consistence  of  a  moderately  thin  paste.  This  is  to  be  spread 
in  a  medium  thick  layer  with  spatula,  over  and  upon  both  mammary 
glands,  from  the  sternum  to  the  axilla.  Cover  with  a  cloth  dipped  in 
olive-oil,  and  this  in  turn  with  oiled  silk.  Allow  the  dressing  to  re- 
main undisturbed  Soring  a  variable  period  of  from  two  or  three  or 
four  weeks,  inasmuch  as  it  can  be  worn  by  the  patient  for  any  length 
of  time  without  inconvenience. 

The  argument  in  the  case  is  directed,  of  course,  to  threatening 
abscesses;  but  all  will  at  once  recognize  the  appropriateness  of  the 
treatment  in  cases  of  still-born  children,  where  it  is  certainly  desirable 
to  arrest  the  secretion  of  the  milk  at  once.  In  these  cases  apply  the 
remedy  within  an  hour  or  two  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  I  have 
never  known  this  treatment  to  fail  of  its  desired  effects,  where  it  was 
used  in  time. — Med.  Times. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  recommend  the  support  of  the 
mamma1  by  adhesive  plaster. — Ed. 

Gei.semixim  in  Rheumatism. — Gelseminum,  in  doses  of  from  five 
to  thirty  drops,  repeated  at  intervals,  until  the  pain  and  other 
inflammatory  symptoms  disappear,  is  most  serviceable  in  inflam- 
matory rheumatism. — Druggists''  Circular. 

Repeal  of  the  Medical  Act. — We  publish  elsewhere  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Campbell,  Homoeopathic  member  of  the  Council  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  addressed  to  the  Registrar,  in  winch  he  com- 
plains of  the  action  of  the  Council  at  its  last  meeting,  and  gives  notice 
of  his  intention  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  the  repeal  of  the  act  now 
uniting  his  body  and  the  Eclectics  with  the  general  profession.  The 
whole  ground  of  complaint  appears  to  be  the  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  to  pass  a  resolution  exempting  students  of  the  Eclectic 
and  Homoeopathic  persuasion  from  attendance  on  more  than  one 
session  in  a  Canadian  school. 

We  have  already  given  expression  to  our  views  on  the  principle 
contained  in  the  resolution  referred  to,  in  the  July  number,  and  we 
have  m  en  no  reason  to  change  them  since.  It  would  be  wisdom  on 
the  part  of  the  Council,  to  call  the  executive  together  and  decide 
as  to  what  action  should  be  taken  in  reference  to  this  matter. 
The  act  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  when  properly  amended 
by  the  insertion  of  penal  clauses,  it  will  be  still  more  acceptable  to 
the  profession,  and  we  trust  that  wise  counsel  and  unity  of  action 
may  prevail  to  prevent  the  repeal  of  an  act  which  has  done  so  much 
to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  medical  profession  in  Ontario. —  Canada 
.Lancet,  Nov.,  1871. 

The  following  paragraph  from  the  letter  of  Dr.  Campbell  above  re- 
ferred to,  fully  explains  the  nature  of  this  difficulty.     [Ed.  E.  M.  R.] 

u  I  need  not  say  that,  after  the  pains  I  have  taken  to  bring  about 
harmonious  action  between  the  different  Schools  of  Medicine  in  Canada, 
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that  it  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  look  forward  to  the  approach- 
ing disruption  of  the  "  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Ontario,"  where,  until  the  last  day  of  our  last  meeting  we  bad  all 
worked  together  with  perfect  good  feeling  and  cordiality  for  the 
raising  of  the  standard  of  medical  education  in  all  the  different 
Schools.  I  cannot,  however,  resist  the  appeal  made  to  me  to  take 
action  in  this  matter,  admitting  as  I  do  the  justice  of  the  complaint 
made  both  by  the  Homoeopathic  and  Eclectic  Schools,  that  their 
students  are  compelled  to  pay  exactly  double  for  their  education  that 
the  students  of  the  "General"  School  do.  Two  years'  attendance 
upon  lectures  in  any  Medical  Institution  gives  a  right  to  all  subse- 
quent sessions  free  ;  when  three  sessions  are  exacted  from  students  at 
the  same  College,  it  adds  only  tlje  board  to  the  expense ;  but  when 
the  Homoeopathic  and  Eclectic  students,  having  as  yet  no  College  in 
Canada  of  t  heir  special  Schools  of  Medicine,  go  to  the  United  States 
for  their  education,  they  are  compelled,  no  matter  how  complete  that 
education  may  have  been,  or  how  well  qualiried  they  might  be  to 
pass  any  ordeal  however  searching,  they  are,  I  say,  compelled  by  the 
Council  to  pay  in  full  for  another  medical  education  in  Ontario,  before 
they  are  admitted  to  examination." 

Treatment  of  Pruritus  Vulyje. — Mr.  MacGrath  states  that  he 
has  found  the  application  of  the  undermentioned  lotion  (by  means  of 
a  soft  sponge  alter  ablution,  morning  and  evening)  attended  with  the 
most  satisfactory  and  speedy  results  : — Biborate  of  soda,  two  drachms  ; 
hydrochlorate  of  morphia,  one  scruple  ;  hydrocyanic  acid,  one  drachm  ; 
glycerine,  one  ounce;  distilled  rose-water,  eight  ounces. —  Canada 
Lancet,  Nov.,  1871. 

Thomas  Hawkes  Tanner,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  C.  S.,  died  July  7th,  aged 
47  years.  Since  1854  he  has  been  suffering  from  renal  disease,  the  re- 
sult of  an  attack  of  scarlatina.  He  is  well  known  as  the  author  of 
several  very  successful  medical  works. 

In  the  Cosmos  for  September,  Dr.  McQuillen  describes  a  case  of 
paralysis  of  some  of  the  muscles  of  the  lace,  consequent  upon  an 
application  of  arsenic  for  the  purpose  of  killing  the  pulps  in  an  inferior 
bicuspid  and  a  superior  molar  tooth  of  the  right  side.  In  spite  of 
treatment,  the  inflammation  around  the  teeth  kept  up  until  the 
offending  teeth  were  removed,  when  the  symptoms  gradually  disap- 
peared.— Missouri  Dental  Journal. 

In  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  we  find  an 
allusion  to  the  local  anaesthetic  powers  of  carbolic  acid.  We  have 
alluded  to  this  subject  before,  but  it  has  been  thus  far  but  little  used 
for  this  purpose  ;  and  the  testimony  in  favor  of  its  use  seems  to  war- 
rant a  fair  trial  of  it  for  this  purpose.  The  part  to  be  operated  upon 
should  be  soaked  with  the  strong  solution  of  the  acid  for  half  an  hour 
or  more  before  the  operation  is  commenced. — Missouri  Dental 
Journal. 
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The  antiseptic  treatment  in  surgery  is  a  subject  upon  which 
much  has  been  written  during  the  past  four  years,  and  various 
opinions  have  been  expressed  relatiYe  to  the  advantages  to  be  de" 
rived  from  its  application.  Even  at  this  late  day  there  are  those 
in  the  profession  whose  Rip  Van  Winklish  prejudices  have  kept 
them  in  total  ignorance  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  use  of 
antiseptics  ;  while  there  are  others  whose  means  of  observation 
have  been  limited,  who  have  based  their  views  upon  the  written 
opinions  of  men  who  have  not  given  the  subject  the  attention  that 
its  importance  demands. 

While  I  purpose  this  evening  to  give  a  few  of  the  results  fol- 
lowing the  antiseptic  treatment  that  I  have  met  with  in  my  own 
practice,  I  have  thought  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  review 
the  pathological  principles  involved  in  the  action  of  antiseptics, 

*  Read  before  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  New  York  City,  Dec.  20th. 
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and  the  methods  in  which  the  principles  were  first  applied  by 
Prof.  Lister,  in  the  Glasgow  Infirmary. 

Prof!  Lister  claimed  that  suppuration  was  induced  by  decomposi- 
tion, brought  about  by  the  influence  of  the  atmosphere  upon  blood 
or  serum  retained  within  a  wound,  and  in  case  of  contused  wound 
upon  portions  of  tissue  destroyed  by  the  violence  of  the  injury. 
Although  he  had  not  been  able  to  determine  the  exact  manner  in 
which  the  atmosphere  influenced  suppuration,  he  did  not  concur 
in  the  generally  accepted  opinion,  that  oxygen  was  the  agent  by 
which  putrefaction  was  produced.  Had  he  held  to  this  belief,  he 
too  would  have  thought  it  impossible  to  devise  any  means  by 
which  putrefaction  could  be  prevented.  But,  when  Pasteur  suc- 
ceeded in  demonstrating,  by  carefully  conducted  experiments, 
that  the  septic  properties  of  the  atmosphere  did  not  depend  upon 
the  oxygen  or  any  gaseous  constituent,  but  on  minute  organisms 
suspended  in  it,  which  owed  their  energy  to  their  vitality,  Prof. 
Lister  conceived  the  idea  that,  if  he  could  apply,  as  a  dressing, 
some  material  capable  of  destroying  the  life  of  these  floating  par- 
ticles, he  could  in  that  way  prevent  decomposition  in  the  injured 
part. 

On  account  of  its  peculiarly  destructive  influence  upon  low 
forms  of  life,  he  selected  for  this  purpose  carbolic  acid,  a  volatile 
organic  compound,  procured  from  coal-tar  oil,  by  fractional  distil- 
lation and  subsequent  purification.  Listers  experience  with  this 
agent  as  an  antiseptic  has  been  more  extensive  than  that  of  any 
other  surgeon,  and  consequently  the  results  following  its  use  in 
his  hands  should  be  sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  a  fair  trial.  It  is  true 
that  carbolic  acid  has  been  hobby-horsed  and  used  for  all  forms  of 
disease,  and  in  every  conceivable  form,  till  many  injurious  results 
have  followed  its  indiscriminate  use ;  yet,  I  believe,  that  should 
any. here  live  to  see  the  dawn  of  the  twentieth  century,  and  should 
then  have  the  privilege  of  reading  the  yet  unwritten  history  of 
our  progressive  science,  they  will  find  that  the  antiseptic 
treatment  will  have  played  a  very  important  part  in  the  advance- 
ment of  conservative  surgery, 

Prof.  Lister  applies  his  antiseptic  dressing  in  the  following  man- 
ner:  As  the  first  object  should  be  the  destruction  of  any  septic 
germs  which  may  have  been  introduced  *into  the  wound,  he 
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touches  all  accessible,  parts  of  the  wound  with  the  pure  acid  of 
full  strength,  by  means  of  a  piece  of  lint  held  with  a  dressing  (Cr- 
eeps and  dipped  into  the  acid.  The  crystallized  carbolic  acid  is 
rendered  permanently  liquid  by  the  addition  of  a  few  drops  of 
water.  The  next  object  is  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  decompo- 
sition into  the  wound,  by  the  introduction  of  fresh  septic  germs. 
This  is  accomplished  by  covering  the  wound  with  a  piece  of  lint 
saturated  in  carbolic  oil,  (one  part  carbolic  acid  to  six  parts  of 
boiled  linseed  oil,)  and  placing  over  it  a  paste  of  carbonate  of 
lime,  (common  whiting.)  mixed  with  a  solution  of  one  part  of  car- 
bolic acid  to  four  parts  of  boiled  linseed  oil,  so  as  to  form  a  linn 
putty.  The  lint  must  extend  a  considerable  distance  beyond  the 
margin  of  the  wound,  and  should  not  be  removed  till  the  scabbing 
process  has  been  completed.  The  paste  over  the  lint  must,  how- 
ever, be  changed  every  day  as  long  as  any  discharge  continues  f 
and  thus  the  lint  will  be  kept  constantly  in  an  antiseptic  condition, 
by  contact  with  the  acid  in  the  paste.  The  paste  should  be  ap- 
plied in  a  layer  about  a  quarter  ot  an  inch  thick,  and  in  removing 
it,  care  should  be  taken  not  to  lift  up  the  corners  of  the  lint. 

When  this  method  is  followed  it  will  be  found  that  the  extra- 
vasated  blood  and  portions  of  tissue  that  have  been  killed  by  the 
caustic  action  of  the  acid  first  applied,  are  disposed  of  by  absorp- 
tion, provided  they  are  afterwards  kept  from  decomposition  ;  and 
further,  the  external  dressings  destroy  all  septic  poisons  that  come 
in  contact  with  them  through  the  medium  of  the  air;  consequent- 
ly we  will  find  the  serous  discharge  from  the  wound  entirely  free 
irom  the  appearance  of  pus. 

We  do  not,  however,  always  have  an  entire  absence  of  pus  in 
our  antiseptic  treatment,  and  for  this  reason  many  have  con- 
demned it  as  unreliable,  without  inquiring  into  the  causes  that 
produce  the  pus.  If  we  dress  a  wound  with  carbolic  acid  paste 
directly  in  contact  with  the  raw  surface,  we  will  find  in  twenty- 
four  hours  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus  has  been  produced 
by  the  sore,  even  though  the  application  was  perfectly  antiseptic  ; 
and  the  greater  the  amount  of  acid  in  the  paste,  so  long  as  it  does 
not  act  as  a  caustic,  the  greater  will  be  the  quantity  of  pus  formed. 
In  the  same  manner  we  can  induce  the  formation  of  pus  by  any 
agent  that  will  act  as  a  stimulant  to  the  raw  tissues.  Decomposing 
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substances  also  produce  pus  by  their  stimulating  the  tissues,  and 
thus  far  they  act  the  same  as  carbolic  acid. 

Lister  says  :  "  Each  will  induce  suppuration  by  chemical  stim- 
ulation, as  distinguished  from  what  may  be  termed  simple  inflam- 
matory suppuration,  such  as  that  in  which  ordinary  abscesses 
originate,  where  the  pus  appears  to  be  formed  in  consequence  of 
an  excited  action  of  the  nerves,  independently  of  any  other 
stimulus/'  There  is,  however,  this  difference — carbolic  acid  only 
stimulates  the  surface  to  which  it  is  first  applied,  and  the  pus  thus 
produced  mixes  with  the  acid,  diluting  its  strength  till  finally  it 
ceases  to  act  as  a  stimulant.  On  the  other  hand,  decomposition 
propagates  itself  till  it  involves  the  entire  surface  of  a  wound, 
and  becomes  so  acrid  as  to  be  able  to  destroy  the  vitality  of  any 
naturally  weak  tissues  with  which  it  may  come  in  contact. 

Thus  we  can  readily  see,  how,  in  a  large  wound,  the  crust  that 
forms  beneath  the  lint,  may,  at  different  points,  prove  insufficient 
to  prevent  the  carbolic  acid  from  coming  in  contact  with  the  raw 
surfaces,  and  acting  on  the  tissues  so  as  to  induce  granulations 
and  the  formation  of  pus  by  stimulation.  Now,  when  this  result 
does  follow  the  antiseptic  dressing,  there  is  no  necessity  of  appre. 
hension,  as  the  suppuration  is  only  superficial,  and  will  in  no  way 
prevent  the  absorption  of  the  dead  tissue  ;  but  by  continuing  the 
daily  application  of  the  paste,  the  reparative  process  will  go  on 
to  completion.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the  antiseptic  treatment 
be  abandoned  after  suppuration  had  been  induced,  there  might  be 
danger  of  fatal  results  from  extensive  decomposition  setting  in. 

While  the  above  is  the  method  in  which  Prof.  Lister  has  applied 
his  carbolic  acid  dressings,  yet  many  surgeons  have  variously 
modified  them  to  suit  individual  cases.  In  fact,  very  few  have 
resorted  to  the  application  of  the  pure  acid  to  the  wound,  as  he 
does  in  the  first  dressing,  and  my  own  experience  has  been  that 
the  destruction  of  tissue  only  increases  the  quantity  of  material 
to  be  removed  by  absorption,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  enable  us  to  secure  a  full  antiseptic  effect.  There  is, 
however,  no  particular  method  followed  by  American  surgeons 
by  which  we  can  secure  a  uniform  strength  of  acid  used  in  all 
cases.  We  can,  however,  obviate  this  difficulty  by  taking  a  satur- 
ated solution  of  the  acid  as  our  standard,  and  reducing  the 
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strength  from  that,  as  circumstances  may  require.  This  solution 
would  contain  about  twenty  grains  to  the  ounce,  and  may  be  pre- 
pared by  agitating  an  ounce  of  the  crystallized  acid  in  a  bottle 
with  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  water;  then  by  allowing  it  to  stand 
for  a  few  minutes,  the  clear,  saturated  solution  will  appear  at  the 
top,  while  the  surplus  acid  will  sink  to  the  bottom.  The  clear 
liquid  at  the  top  can  be  poured  off  and  is  ready  for  use. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  difference  of  opinion  existing 
among  surgeons  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  acid,  this 
method  of  treatment  has  been  established  as  the  most  trustworthy 
for  the  management  of  compound  fractures,  severe  contused 
wounds,  abscesses,  etc.,  that  has  yet  been  discovered  in  the  science 
of  surgery.  Limbs  that  at  one  time  would  have  been  amputated 
without  hesitation,  have,  by  means  of  the  antiseptic  treatment, 
been  saved  and  restored  to  their  normal  condition,  without  either 
local  or  constitutional  disturbance. 

In  July,  1868, 1  was  called  to  treat  a  severe  case  of  compound 
and  comminuted  fracture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula  in  a  man  of  about 
forty-five  years  of  age.  An  old  physician,  who  was  also  sent  for 
at  the  time  of  the  accident,  remarked  to  me  that  it  was  a  case  for 
amputation.  When  I  told  him  that  I  thought  it  could  be  saved, 
he  looked  at  me  as  if  pitying  me  for  my  ignorance,  and  remarked, 
"  I  have  seen  too  many  such  cases  to  attempt  to  save  them."  He, 
however,  assisted  me  in  applying  the  splints,  after  which  I  inject- 
ed the  wound  with  the  saturated  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  so  as  to 
permeate  every  portion  of  the  wound.  I  then  applied  the  lint  and 
carbolic  paste,  before  described,  over  the  external  surface  of  the 
wound.  The  paste  was  changed  every  day  for  about  ten  days 
without  any  inflammation  or  swelling  showing  itself  in  the  limb. 
At  this  time  I  was  called  away  from  home  and  left  the  case  with 
the  physician  who  assisted  me  at  the  first  dressing.  On  my  re- 
turn, two  weeks  afterwards,  I  found  the  leg  in  a  very  bad  condi- 
tion, and  learned  that  the  carbolic  acid  dressings  had  been  dis- 
continued and  fracture  npparatus  changed.  The  leg  was  two 
inches  shorter  than  its  fellow,  and  the  lower  extremity  of  the  up- 
per fragment  of  the  tibia  protruded  through  the  wound.  Although 
the  leg  was  now  in  a  very  bad  condition,  I  still  opposed  amputa- 
tion, and  proceeded,  first  to  remove  the  protruded  portion  of  bone 
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with  a  chain-saw,  and  afterwards  to  extend  the  limb  as  much  as 
its  condition  would  admit  of  and  dress  it  in  the  same  manner  as 
I  did  at  the  time  the  fracture  occurred.  After  continuing  the  an- 
tiseptic dressing  for  six  weeks  the  wound  was  entirely  healed,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  week. after  the  accident,  the  man  was 
walking  around  with  a  very  good  leg.  There  was  about  an  inch 
shortening,  which  was  no  more  than  the  length  of  the  piece  of  bone 
removed,  and  with  a  lift  on  the  heel  of  the  boot  there  was  no 
noticeable  lameness  in  walking.  I  have  also  treated  other  cases 
of  compound  fracture  by  the  same  method,  and  throughout  the 
whole  treatment  I  have  met  with  little  or  no  constitutional  dis- 
turbance. How  much  more  satisfactory,  then,  are  these  results, 
than  the  profuse  discharge  of  pus,  usually  attending  the  processes 
of  granulation  and  suppuration,  resulting  from  abscesses  or  long- 
continued  exfoliation  of  bone  ;  and  from  the  presence  of  this  pus, 
the  frequent  supervention  of  hectic,  phlebitis,  erysipelas  or  pyae- 
mia, which  so  greatly  endanger  life. 

I  have  also  had  the  most  satisfactory  results  from  the  opening 
and  treating  of  abscesses  antiseptically  as  recommended  by  Prof. 
Lister.  To  do  this  the  abscess  must  be  seen  before  it  is  opened  ; 
then  the  lint  saturated  in  carbolic  oil  is  placed  over  the  abscess  and 
covered  with  the  carbolic  paste  before  the  abscess  is  opened.  Now 
the  bistoury  is  dipped  into  the  carbolic  oil  and  the  abscess  opened 
through  the  dressing ;  thus  the  contents  are  discharged  without 
admitting  any  septic  poison  into  the  wound.  Instead  of  cutting 
through  the  dressing,  it  may  be  lifted  at  one  side  to  introduce  the 
knife,  and  pressed  down  as  the  knife  is  withdrawn.  In  this  way 
the  discharge  will  pass  between  the  dressing  and  the  skin  till  it 
reaches  the  margin  of  the  lint.  The  paste  must  be  changed  daily 
to  retain  the  lint  in  an  antiseptic  condition. 

When  this  plan  of  opening  abscesses  is  adopted,  the  pyogenic 
membrane,  being  freed  from  the  influence  of  its  former  stimulus, 
without  being  acted  upon  by  a  new  one  admitted  from  without, 
ceases  to  suppurate  and  rapidly  contracts  and  coalesces ;  while  at 
the  same  time  the  constitutional  symptoms  previously  present 
rapidly  disappear  without  any  untoward  symptoms  developing. 

In  the  management  of  wounds  resulting  from  surgical  operations, 
this  treatment  is  equally  as  beneficial  as  in  the  cases  already 
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mentioned.  For  the  past  three  years  I  have  not  performed  a  sin- 
gle operation  in  which  I  did  not  apply  the  antiseptic  treatment, 
and  in  many  cases  where  large  tumors  and  necrosed  bone  were 
removed,  I  have  had  union  take  place  in  the  wounds  by  first  in- 
tention ;  and  consequently  without  the  appearance  of  a  particle  of 
pus.  Even  in  amputations  we  can  secure  the  same  flattering  re- 
sults ;  and  where  we  use  the  antiseptic  ligature  we  can  secure  a 
union  of  the  flaps  forming  the  stamp,  by  first  intention,  regard- 
less of  the  presence  of  the  ligature,  which  is  absorbed  the  same  as 
other  dead  tissue.  This  antiseptic  Ligature  is  simply  a  piece  of 
cat-gut  saturated  in  carbolic  acid  lotion  and  again  dried  for  use, 
and  applied  the  same  as  a  common  silk  ligature.  But  instead  of 
leaving  the  ends  hanging  from  the  wound,  they  are  cut  off  close 
to  the  artery,  the  edges  of  the  wound  approximated  and  dressed 
antiseptically.  By  following  this  plan  I  have  seen  my  patients 
strong  and  healthy  during  the  entire  treatment,  and  have  had  the 
stump  entirely  healed  in  one-half  the  time  formerly  occupied  by 
the  process.  This  is  certainly  a  great  improvement  on  the  long, 
tedious  weeks  of  suffering,  and  the  emaciated  body  and  impov- 
erished blood  that  always  followed  amputations  prior  to  the  intro- 
duction of  antiseptics. 

In  the  November  number  of  the  American  Eclectic  Medi- 
cal Review  t  reported  a  case  of  Varicocele,  in  which  I  ligated 
the  enlarged  veins  with  carbolized  cat-gut  and  afterwards  treat- 
ed  the  wound  with  carbolic  acid,  with  highly  satisfactory  results. 
Here  again  we  are  enabled  to  avoid  the  many  dangers  that  for- 
merly attended  the  performance  of  an  important  operation. 

Although  I  have  had  no  personal  experience  with  the  antisep- 
tic treatment  for  caries  and  necrosis,  without  operation,  Prof.  Lis- 
ter and  others  have  reported  cases  in  which  a  faithful  application 
of  the  treatment  resulted  in  an  entire  disappearance  of  pus  and 
healing  of  the  fistulous  openings  leading  from  the  bone,  with  an 
ultimate  absorption  of  the  dead  bone  and  a  reproduction  of  new, 
as  manifested  by  the  restoration  of  the  use  of  the  limb. 

I  have  also  had  some  experience  in  the  treatment  of  burns  by 
this  method.  Where  the  burn  is  not  extensive,  it  can  be  applied 
as  in  other  wounds;  but  when  a  large  extent  of  surface  is  involv- 
ed it  is  best  to  cover  it  with  carbolic  oil,  and  place  over  this  a 
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couple  of  layers  of  surgeon's  lint.  The  oil  is  applied  over  the 
lint  daily  and  the  surface  must  not  be  exposed  till  new  integu- 
ment is  formed.  In  this  method  of  treatment  of  burns  we  rarely 
have  any  suppuration  or  sloughing  of  tissue,  and  there  is  little  or 
no  contraction  of  the  cicatrice  which  has  so  universally  followed 
all  previous  treatment  of  this  class  of  injuries. 

If  a  chancre  is  thoroughly  burned  by  the  application  of  the  pure 
carbolic  acid  crystals,  and  the  lint  and  paste  dressing  afterwards 
applied,  the  chancre  will  be  entirely  healed  in  a  few  days.  Further, 
I  believe  that  carbolic  acid  administered  internally  in  cases  of  con- 
stitutional syphilis,  will  produce  far  more  satisfactory  results  than 
all  the  alteratives  in  our  materia  medica.  Yet,  should  you  be  dis- 
posed to  dispute  my  position  on  this  point,  you  will  still  be  the 
gainers  if  you  add  it  to  your  alterative  preparations  in  the  treat- 
ment of  syphilis.  Old  ulcers  of  the  legs,  if  treated  in  the  same 
way,  can  be  cured  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time. 

In  those  skin  diseases  that  owe  their  origin  to  the  presence  of 
parasitic  fungi,  Prof.  Bennett,  of  Edinburgh,  formerly  used  noth- 
ing but  oil,  simply  with  the  view  of  excluding  the  air ;  as  he 
claimed  parasites  would  soon  die  out  when  deprived  of  access  to 
the  air.  Now,  in  addition  to  excluding  the  air,  if  we  add  some 
ingredient  that  is  peculiarly  destructive  to  low  forms  of  animal 
life,  we  must  accomplish  more  than  with  the  oil  alone.  Such  an 
agent  we  have  in  carbolic  acid,  and  I  have  used  it  in  scabies, 
favus,  etc,,  combined  with  glycerine  instead  of  oil,  with  results  as 
favorable  as  any  heretofore  mentioned. 

I  might  continue  this  subject  indefinitely,  and  speak  of  its  use 
in  obstetrics,  typhoid  fever,  consumption,  scrofula  and  cancer,  but 
time  will  not  permit  my  doing  so  in  this  paper.  I  have  already 
said  enough  to  show  what  a  change  its  use  has  wrought  in  the 
frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  the  so-called  results  of  inflamma- 
tion, and  the  revolution  that  must  take  place  in  regard  to  the 
generally  accepted  theory  of  the  reparative  process  in  wounds. 

If  there  are  those  here  who  are  still  skeptical  as  to  the  value  of 
the  antiseptic  treatment,  I  have,  in  conclusion,  only  to  refer  them 
to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  hospitals  all  over  the  world  as  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  before  carbolic  acid  was  introduced.  Prof. 
Lister  says  on  this  point : 
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M  Previous  to  its  introduction  the  two  large  wards,  in  which 
most  of  my  cases  of  accident  and  of  operation  are  treated,  were 
among  the  most  unhealthy  in  the  whole  surgical  division  of  the 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  in  consequence,  apparently,  of  those 
wards  being  unfavorably  placed  with  reference  to  the  supply  of 
fresh  air;  and  I  have  felt  ashamed,  when  recording  the  result  of 
my  practice,  to  have  so  often  to  allude  to  hospital  gangrene  or 
pyamiia.  It  was  interesting,  though  melancholy,  to  observe,  that, 
whenever  all,  or  nearlv  all,  the  beds  contained  cases  with  open  sores 
these  grievous  complications  were  sure  to  show  themselves.  But 
since  the  antiseptic  treatment  has  been  brought  into  full  operation, 
and  wounds  and  abcesses  no  longer  poison  the  atmosphere  with 
putrid  exhalations,  my  wards,  though  in  other  respects  under  pre- 
cisely the  same  circumstances  as  before,  have  completely  changed 
their  character  ;  so  that  during  the  last  nine  months  not  a  single 
instance  of  pyaemia,  hospital  gangrene  or  erysipelas,  has  occur- 
red in  them." 

In  addition  to  this,  similar  reports  have  reached  us  from  all  the 
leading  hospitals  in  Europe,  as  well  as  from  those  on  our  own  side 
of  the  Atlantic.  And  as  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt  regarding 
the  cause  of  these  changes,  the  importance  of  the  fact  can  hardly 
be  exaggerated. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  we  have  thus  hurriedly  reviewed,  we 
can  claim  for  carbolic  acid,  not  only  antiseptic  properties,  but 
that  it  is  prophylactic  against  pyaemia,  hospital  gangrene,  and 
some  forms  of  erysipelas. 


CANCEROUS  AFFECTIONS. 

BY  O.  E.  NEWTON,  M.  T>. 

Under  this  head  I  will  place  that  class  of  disorders  that  com- 
mence upon  some  special  part  of  the  body,  in  the  form  of  a  sore 
or  tumor : — the  effect  of  which  is  that,  after  a  variable  period, 
their  formation  is  capable  of  affecting  not  only  the  tissues  in 
which  they  are  located,  but  also  of  taking  the  life  of  the  patient,  if 
not  checked  or  destroyed.  That  is,  when  the  abnormal  condition 
is  such  that  the  destructive  tendency  of  the  part  overbalances  a 
healthy  reaction,  or  the  power  of  nature  to  again  establish  a 
normal  condition. 
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So  extensive  is  the  prevalence  of  cancerous  diseases,  that  it  is 
stated  that  "in  five  years,  namely,  from  1838  to  1842,  inclusive, 
11.662  persons  died  of  it  in  England  alone,  independent  of  the 
cases  which  occurred  in  London." 

The  doctrine  of  cancer  cells  was  the  subject  of  much  discussion 
by  Pathologists  for  several  years,  while  some  denied  their  exist- 
ence as  a  distinct  commencement  of  the  disease ;  every  late 
author  who  has  written  upon  this  subject  declares  that  they  exist, 
having  proven  this  by  microscopic  observations,  and  that  they 
are  peculiar  to  this  class  of  growths ;  and  that  all  carcinomatous 
formations  are  intimately  connected  with,  if  not  directly  depend- 
ent upon  a  perverted  action  of  the  natural  cellular  organization 
of  the  tissues,  which  influences  their  progressive  abnormal  changes, 
and  finally  leads  to  the  full  development  of  cancer. 

Cancer  cells  are  referred  to,  by  microscopists,  as  spherical,  and 
about  the  one  thousandth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  with  an  oval 
eccentric  nucleus  situated  in  its  interior,  and  generally  occupied 
by  one  or  more  nucleoli. 

By  the  application  of  acetic  acid  the  nucleus  is  brought  into 
bold  relief  in  some  varieties  of  carcinoma. 

The  occurrence  of  ulceration  in  cancer  is  in  consequence  of  the 
same  developing  tendency  that  develops  an  increase  of  any  other 
local  disease,  as  age,  temperament,  habits,  &c. 

THE  SCIRRHUS  FORM. 

The  term  scirrhus  is  applied  to  that  form  of  cancer  in  which 
the  tissue  is  more  dense  and  firm  than  that  of  any  other  form  or 
type,  and  for  this  reason  it  has  been  designated  as  hard  cancer. 
This  form  of  cancer  is  of  the  most  frequent  occurrence,  and  is 
regarded  as  the  most  malignant.  It  is  observed  at  various  periods 
of  life,  but  generally  after  middle  age,  and  occurs  more  frequently 
in  the  female  mammas  than  upon  any  other  part  of  the  body ; 
scirrhus  is  sometimes  found  affecting  the  integumentary  system 
in  early  life,  but  my  observation  has  led  me  to  believe  it  to  occur 
more  frequently  during  married  life,  as,  during  that  period,  the 
gland  is  more  liable  to  local  injury  from  nursing  and  dress. 

Its  slow  growth  is  attributed  to  the  want  of  bloodvessels. 
That  the  bloodvessels  are  few  is  readily  seen  from  the  fact  that 
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huge  mamma?  are  removed  without  requiring  a  single  ligature, 
and  extensive  ulcerations  often  take  place  with  little  or  no  hem- 
orrhage. 

Scirrhus  exhibits  on  dissection  a  whitish  aspect,  and  grates 
under  the  knife  similar  to  gristle. 

The  progress  of  scirrhus  is  always  slower  than  that  of  any  other 
species  of  cancer,  as  it  respects  the  tendency  to  ulceration  and 
destruction  of  life. 

A  scirrhus  tumor  of  the  breast  seldoms  becomes  an  open  sore 
short  of  one  or  two  years.  A  marked  tendency  to  this  end,  how- 
ever, is  most  sure  to  show  itself  during  the  second  year.  This 
ulceration  usually  presents  itself  in  the  part  of  the  tumor  that  is 
nearest  to  the  external  tissue.  The  indication  that  ulceration  is 
about  to  commence  is  more  or  less  discoloration,  the  surface  be- 
coming reddened  or  purple  immediately  over  the  most  protruding 
portion. 

In  nearly  every  case  of  scirrhus  of  the  breast  that  I  have  seen 
there  is  just  prior  to  ulceration  a  marked  contraction  of  the 
nipple.  I  consider  this  a  distinguishing  feature  by  which  a  scir- 
rhus tumor  can  always  be  known  from  any  other  variety.  A 
peculiar  lancinating  pain  is  also  an  especial  associate  symptom  of 
scirrhus,  marked  in  contradistinction  with  other  species  of  cancer. 
The  pain  is  generally  particularly  twinging,  and  is  always  spoken 
of  by  the  patient.  So  frequent  and  severe  is  this  particular 
symptom,  that  it  is  often  treated  as  a  case  of  neuralgia  of  the 
part. 

In  the  advanced  stage  of  scirrhus,  the  pain  attending  it  is  of 
the  most  aggravating  character,  often  preventing  the  patient  from 
sleeping  until  the  nervous  prostration  entirely  overcomes  and 
renders  the  system  prostrate.  It  is  nowT  considered  by  some  of 
the  best  authorities  who  have  written  on  the  subject,  as  being 
purely  local  in  its  beginning. 

ENCEPHALOID. 

Although  scirrhus  and  encephaloid  very  much  resemble  each 
other  in  certain  characteristics,  yet  by  way  of  distinction  the 
latter  is  often  called  fungous  hematodes. 
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This  disease  is  more  common  in  the  mamma,  eye,  testicle, 
and  uterus,  but  not  so  often  found  upon  the  breast  as  upon  the 
other  organs  mentioned. 

The  period  for  development  of  this  disease  is  very  marked. 
In  the  mamma  it  is  almost  always  found  to  occur  at  middle 
age.  In  the  testicle  in  young  adults,  and  in  the  eye  generally 
in  childhood.  The  term  bleeding  cancer  is  often  given  to  this 
species  of  the  malignant  disease.  It  is  usually  observed  to  be 
very  rapid  in  its  growth ;  so  much  so,  as  to  show  an  increase  in 
its  size  from  day  to  day.  So  rapid  is  its  growth  in  some  cases 
that  it  becomes  ulcerated  in  a  very  short  space  of  time,  yet  in  ex- 
ceptional cases  this  stage  is  not  reached  for  many  years. 

When  ulceration  has  taken  place,  the  ulcer  usually  has  a  foul, 
bloody,  fungoid  appearance.  In  its  advanced  stages  it  is  very 
often  seen  to  be  divided  into  several  partial  divisions  or  out- 
growths, which  give  out  a  sanguineous  discharge.  The  surround- 
ing parts  are  often  of  a  purple  or  red  color.  Dangerous  attacks 
of  hemorrhage  frequently  attend  this  disease, — often  placing  the 
life  of  the  patient  in  a  very  precarious  position,  particularly  when 
it  affects  the  eye,  uterus,  or  mamma. 

EPITHELIOMA. 

This  is  a  form  that  usually  selects  for  its  locality  the  cutaneous 
and  mucous  tissues,  particularly  the  lips,  gums,  tongue,  face,  arms 
and  penis ;  occurring,  however,  more  frequently  upon  the  lip 
than  any  other  part.  Men  are  more  subject  to  this  kind  of  can- 
cer than  women,  and  its  progress  is  usually  slower  than  that  of 
scirrhus  or  encephaloid,  though  it  occasionally  runs  its  course 
and  causes  death  in  one  or  two  years. 

The  epithelial  form  is  usually  diagnosed  by  the  part  attacked. 
When  upon  the  lip,  it  shows  itself  in  the  form  of  a  crack  or  fis- 
sure that  refuses  to  be  healed  when  treated  by  ordinary  means. 
It  is  further  recognized  by  its  slow  growth,  its  small  size  and  the 
absence  of  pain  in  the  incipient  stage.  , 

Cancer,  in  its  origin,  is  produced  by  local  causes,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  solids  of  the  body  being  composed  of  cells,  each 
having  its  distinct  organization,  its  specific  action  and  normal 
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relation,  all  of  which  is  shown  under  the  microscope.  Hence  a 
cancer  is  commonly  caused  by  a  bruise  or  some  unusual  pressure 
upon  a  cell  or  cells, — thus  interrupting  the  special  cell  function, 
and  giving  rise  to  a  perverted  action.  This  deranged  or  perverted 
action,  from  that  of  a  normal  to  an  abnormal  one,  at  once  sets  up 
a  diseased  influence  upon  the  adjoining  cell  or  cells,  the  sequel 
being  that  of  cancerous  cell  or  cells  assuming  such  special  char- 
acter as  the  modifying  influences  of  temperament  or  pathological 
diathesis  may  finally  determine.  Such  modifying  influence 
finally  establishes  the  special  type.  It  may  be  developed  into  a 
scirrhous  action  of  the  original  cell  or  cells  ;  another  influence 
may  modify  it  to  that  of  epithelioma ;  another  to  that  condition 
which  leads  to  fungous  hematodes  or  encephaloid,  while  the  orig- 
inal cause  of  each  may  have  been  an  obstruction  of,  or  distorted 
cell  function.  That  is,  a  single  cell  may,  by  its  injured  condition, 
contaminate  the  second,  the  second  the  third,  the  third  the  fourth; 
thus  the  cluster  may  be  formed,  and  the  locality  of  the  first  ab- 
normal action  is  made  the  nucleus  of  an  invading  and  destructive 
disease,  which  pursues  its  march  in  proportion  as  the  elementary 
resistive  action  of  the  part  affected  may  allow.  In  this  way  the 
progressive  character  and  malignancy  may  be  accounted  for. 
This  distorted  action  of  the  cell  may  sometimes  in  the  beginning 
be  overcome  by  the  power  of  healthy  reaction,  brought  about  by 
the  absorbant  powers  of  the  surrounding  "parts,  thereby  breaking 
up  any  obstructed  or  distorted  action,  and  establishing  again  a 
normal  circulation.  But  under  different  circumstances  of  capacity 
of  resistance,  this  deranged  action  may  fully  establish  itself  as  the 
beginning  of  some  form  of  cancer,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
pathology.  Why  this  perverted  action  of  the  cell  or  cellsr  caused 
by  a  local  disturbance,  takes  on  the  power  of  malignancy  instead 
of  a  simple  ulcer,  or  simple  swelling  tending  to  suppuration,  which 
may  be  ended  by  restitution,  can  only  be  explained  by  surveying 
the  ground  passed  over  by  physiologists  and  pathologists^— each 
one  explaining  in  their  day  as  they  have  believed ;  there  remains 
much  yet  to  be  learned  on  this  subject.  This  may  be  a  work 
never  to  be  completed  satisfactorily  to  all,  yet  it  may  be  offered 
as  among  the  great  problems  to  be  solved. 

The  argument  that  the  disease  is  in  the  beginning  local  can  only 
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be  offered  as  the  proof  will  permit.  Microscopic  examinations  of 
the  fluids  or  blood  before  death,  of  a  patieut  suffering  from  incip- 
ient cancer,or  after  death  of  the  same  individual,  have  not  revealed 
its  having  invaded  the  blood,  though  the  blood  may  in  isolated 
cases  exhibit,  after  death  or  during  the  last  stage  of  the  disease, 
alimentary  poisonous  material.  When  this  does  occur  it  is  the 
result  of  the  action  of  absorption  upon  the  dissolved  tissues, 
brought  about  by  the  suppuration.  At  this  stage  there  is  soften- 
ing and  absorption  of  these  cancerous  cells  or  tissue,  which  be- 
come diffused  throughout  the  system,  transforming  the  case  from 
that  of  local  to  constitutional. 

[to  be  continued.] 

Cincinnati,  0.,  Dec,  1871.  . 


BARKER  ON  THE  SPECTROSCOPE. 

BY  EDWARD  B.  FOOTE,  JR. 

The  second  of  the  course  of  scientific  lectures,  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  American  Institute,  was  delivered  by  Prof.  Geo. 
F.  Baiker,  of  Yale  College,  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  New  York, 
Dec.  14th,  1871,  the  subject  being  "The  Chemistry  of  the  Sun," 
as  based  upon  investigations  by  means  of  the  spectroscope.  The 
lecture  was  both  interesting  and  instructive,  being  peculiarly  free 
from  technicalities,  easily  comprehended,  and  completely  illus- 
trated. 

Prof.  Barker  first  described  the  various  forms  of  the  spectro- 
scope, projecting  them  upon  a  screen  sixteen  feet  square,  and 
then  explained  its  principles  and  applications.  The  essential 
parts  of  the  instrument  are:  a  slit  for  the  entrance  of  the  light  ;  a 
prism  to  decompose  it;  a  telescope  for  viewing  the  spectra;  and, 
lastly,  a  milimetre  scale  for  determining  the  relative  positions  of 
the  spectra.  The  continuous  spectrum,  with  varied  colors  of  car- 
bon rendered  incandescent  by  the  intense  heat  of  the  electric  light, 
was  thrown  upon  the  screen,  followed  by  the  violet  band,  of  the 
vapor  of  potassium,  the  yellow  of  sodium,  the  green  of  thallium, 
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and  the  double  green  band  of  copper,  thus  illustrating  and  verify- 
ing the  law  that  incandescent  bodies  give  a  continuous  spectrum, 
while  the  spectra  of  vapors  are  disconnected,  each  one  having  its 
own  peculiar  and  characteristic  band  or  hue. 

The  manner  of  detecting  substances  by  spectrum  analysis  was 
represented  by  the  spectrum  of  brass  (an  alloy  of  copper  and 
zinc),  the  double  green  band  of  the  former,  and  the  apple  green 
of  the  latter  being  distinctly  defined. 

In  the  year  1802  Wallaston  first  observed  the  existence  of  dark 
lines  in  the  solar  spectrum.  These  lines  were  more  minutely 
studied  and  mapped  by  Franhofer,  who  designated  a  few  of  the 
most  important,  by  the  first  letters  of  the  alphabet;  these  are 
accordingly  termed  Franhofer's  lines.  Although  he  observed  but 
about  six  hundred  lines,  by  the  use  of  several  decomposing 
prisms,  over  three  thousand  have  been  brought  to  view.  Kir- 
choff  undertook  the  immense  task  of  mapping  these  lines;  but, 
his  vision  failing  from  so  continued  and  close  application,  and 
having  accurately  copied  two-thirds  of  them,  the  completion  of 
the  work  was  left  for  Angstrom.  Lately  they  have  been  success- 
fully photographed  by  Mr.  Rutherford,  a  gentleman  of  this  city. 
The  map  lines,  and  those  which  are  photographed,  were  projected 
upon  the  screen  in  conjunction,  and  were  found  to  exactly  corres- 
pond. 

Prof.  Barker  then  enunciated  the  law  discovered  by  Kirchoff, 
that  "a  vapor  has  the*power  of  absorbing  raysoflhe  same  refran- 
gibi%  as  that  which  it  emits,"  and  further  illustrated  this  by 
producing  upon  a  screen  the  spectrum  of  the  electric  light  before 
which  was  passed  the  vapor  of  sodium,  the  result  being  a  dark 
hue  in  the  place  of  the  yellow  line  of  the  sodium  spectrum  Kir- 
choff discovered  that  many  of  the  bright  bands  of  the  elements 
corresponded  exactly  with  certain  dark  lines  of  the  solar  spectrum 
as,  for  example,  four  hundred  and  fifty  lines  in  the  spectrum  of  iron 
corresponded  in  every  respect  with  four  hundred  and  fiftv  different 
dark  lines  of  the  solar  spectrum.  From  these  important  observa- 
tions he  concluded  that  it  was  more  than  probable  that  the  ele- 
ments (fourteen  in  number),  whose  spectra  so  coincided  with  the 
dark  hues  of  the  solar  spectrum,  are  constituents  of  a  vaporous 
envelope,  called  the  chromosphere,  which  surrounds  the  main 
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body  of  the  sun,  called  the  photosphere.  The  existence  of  ele- 
ments other  than  these  fourteen  was  not  denied. 

The  present  English  expedition,  sent  to  India  to  view  a  total 
solar  eclipse  to  be  observed  only  in  that  region,  will  undoubtedly 
disclose  many  important  facts  relating  to  the  physical  phenomena 
of  the  great  dispenser  of  our  light  and  heat. 

The  instrument  used  by  Prof.  Lockley  for  his  observations  is  a 
combined  telescope  and  spectroscope,  by  means  of  which  the 
spectrum  of  any  particular  spot  of  the  suns  surface  may  be  exam- 
ined, irrespective  of  its  whole  surface. 

Spectrum  analysis  is  probably  the  youngest  of  the  sciences,  its 
principal  discoveries  having  been  made  since  the  year  1800,  and  is, 
as  Prof.  Barker  has  appropriately  expressed,  "a  very  precocious 
youth';"  for  not  only  has  it  determined  many  of  the  constituents 
and  physical  properties  of  our  great  luminary,  but  it  has  probed 
the  depths  of  the  universe,  analysing  light,  which  has  been  trav- 
elling for  millions  of  years  from  suns  unseen,  except  through 
powerful  telescopes. 


PERISCOPE. 

Influence  of  Medicine  on  Larvae  and   Animalcule  in  Standing 
Water. — By  P.  J.  Farnsworth,  M.  D.,  of  Clinton,  Iowa. 

Some  time  in  August,  having  occasion  to  use  rain  water,  I 
procured  some  from  a  barrel  standing  at  the  corner  of  the  house. 
It  had  been  standing  there  for  a  few  days,  and  I  at  once  observed 
that  it  was  literally  crowded  with  animal  life.  The  mosquito 
larvae  and  that  of  the  gnat,  and  all  the  curious  creeping,  flying, 
swimming  creatures  that  inhabit  standing  water  during  the  sum- 
mer were  revealed  by  a  glass  of  moderate  power. 

It  occurred  to  me  to  try  medicines  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
teeming  world,  and  watch  the  physiological  effects.  I  poured 
into  each  of  a  row  of  goblets  four  fluid  ounces  of  the  water.  To 
the  first  I  added  two  grains  of  carbolic  acid  in  solution.  In  five 
minutes  every  animal  and  animalcula  was  dead.  Into  the  next 
glass  I  put  one-half  grain  of  carbolic  acid  in  solution.  All  were 
dead  at  the  end  of  an  hour. 
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Into  the  third  glass  were  put  two  drops  of  chloroform.    In  two 
minutes  every  form  of 'life  was  still,  and  on  agitating  the  water 
the  undissolved  globules  of  chloroform  caught  up  a  large  number 
of  the  dead  forms,  and  rolled  them  up  with  itself.    The  minute 
terms  of  life,  especially  the  microscopic  ones,  were  all  killed  in 
less  than  a  minute,  when  one  drop  of  chloroform  was  added 
borne  of  the  larger  forms  remained  at  the  top  of  the  water  and  did 
not  seem  to  be  affected  with  so  small  a  quantity.    Putting  a  gal. 
Ion  of  water  into  a  glass  jar,  I  poured  into  it  a  drachm  of  chloro- 
form, stirring  the  water  with  a  spatula.    Before  the  motion  of  the 
water  had  ceased,  most  of  the  lesser  forms  were  dead,  and  were 
gathered  into  the  globules  of  chloroform  that  were  rolling  at  the 
bottom.    Some  of  the  larger  larvae  lived  for  a  little  time  at  the 
top  of  the  water,  but  in  a  little  time  they  sunk  to  the  bottom 
dead,  and  at  the  end  of  thirty  minutes  only  one  or  two  of  the 
largest  were  alive  and  no  life  could  be  discovered  elsewhere  with 
the  naked  eye,  or  by  the  magnifying  glass. 

Into  another  glass  was  put  sulphuric  ether,  at  first  a  few  drop* 
which  seemed  to  have  little  effect;  but  when  half  a  drachm  was 
added,  the  larger  forms  died  very  soon,  but  the  more  minute  lived 
tor  two  hours.  Into  the  next  glass  was  put  a  drachm  of  Fowler  s 
solution  [liq.  potas  arsen.).  At  the  end  of  an  hour  most  of  the 
smaller  animalculae  were  dead,  but  the  larger  forms  were  alive  at 
the  end  of  two  hours. 

al.t  ^ti°D  °f  morPjjineJ suIP1?-i  five  grains,  was  put  into  another 
glass,  and  none  seemefi  effected  by  it  at  the  end  of  three  hours 
into  another  glass  was  put  a  strong  solution  of  common  salt. 
The  larger  lama  seemed  affected  by  it  in  a  short  time,  but  many 
of  the  minute  forms  were  alive  at  the  end  of  three  hours 
,ni™!'01!  °l  tr-  !od-  co-.  twenty  drops,  destroyed  all  appear- 

Z  i nl?o,  t6  T  three  hTS-  •  A  S0luti0n  of  soda  *W>  ^stroved 
tb£ inhabitants  of  one  glass  in  two  hours.    Ten  drops  of  sulphiuic 

alcohol  only  seemed  to  increase  their  activity.  I  repeated  the 
e^annwnt  with  cMoroform  several  times,  with  the  same  uniform 

men!  duringtryjr"6  a',0ther  °PP°rtnni*  to  ^  *e  «F«* 
The  most  remarkable  effect  was  produced  by  the  chloroform 
and  carbolic  acid  It  suggested  itself  to  me,  that  for  certain  pur- 
poses voter  might  be  purified  in  small  quantities  with  either  of 
these  substances.  The  addition  of  a  small  portion  of  chloroform 
would  not  injure  water  for  many  purposes;  the  chloroform  would 
remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  and  the  rest  might  be  filtered 
for  use  The  small  amount  of  carbolic  acid  would  not  injure 
the  water  for  many  purposes,  and  it  might  be  put  into  standing 
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water  to  prevent  its  becoming  populated.  In  any  light  the  exper- 
iments were  interesting,  and  I  hope  to  repeat  them  on  some  future 
occasion. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter,  Dec.  9,  '71. 


Mercury  in  0 astro-intestinal  Diseases. 

Dr.  Johnson  concludes  an  article  in  the  National  Medical  Jour- 
nal as  follows : 

The  conclusions  to  which  these  considerations  give  rise  may 
be  formulated  as  follows : 

1.  That  sudden  elevations  of  temperature  induce  diarrhoea  by 
the  reflection  immediately  of  disturbed  structure  and  function 
from  the  skin  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal. 

2.  That  prolonged  heat  is  an  active  agent  in  the  causation  of 
the  gastro-intestinal  diseases  of  infancy  and  childhood,  by  produc- 
ing a  state  of  mal-nutrition  of  the  tissues  through  the  influence  of 
the  nervous  system. 

3.  That  the  occurrence  of  lesions  in  the  mucous  lining  of  the 
alimentary  canal  is  secondary  to  disordered  nutrition,  in  virtue  of 
the  law  that  where  the  tissues  generally  are  improperly  nourished 
alteration  of  structure  first  appears  in  the  locality  most  powerfully 
acted  on  by  an  incident  force. 

4.  That  gastritis,  entero-colitis,  cholera  infantum,  painless 
diarrhoea,  etc.,  are  different  manifestations  of  a  single  pathological 
state,  and  not  distinct  diseases ;  and  that  the  disease  in  each  case 
is  essentially  one  of  modified  nutrition  of  the  tissue  elements  of 
the  organism. 

5.  That  it  is  impossible  to  decide  from  the  symptoms  as  to  the 
nature  or  seat  of  the  lesion. 

6.  That  admitting  the  above  deductions  to  be  warranted  by 
known  phenomena,  that  system  of  treatment  only  will  bring 
about  a  return  to  the  state  of  health  which  aims  at  restoring  dis- 
eased tissue  to  a  condition  capable  of  performing  normal  function 
by  causing  external  disturbing  forces  (heat,  impure  air,  improper 
diet,)  to  cease  to  act,  and  by  giving  to  the  plasma  of  the  blood  ele- 
ments out  of  which  tissue  can  be  reconstructed. 

7.  That  mercury,  even  granting  its  influence  over  the  biliary 
excretion,  can  fulfill  neither  of  these  indications,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  productive  of  harm  in  introducing  into  the  organism  an 
agent,  whose  tendency  is  still  further  to  disorder  nutrition  by 
causing  "  the  blood  to  lose  a  large  proportion  of  its  solid  constit- 
uents," thus  conducing  "  to  failure  of  the  appetite,  impaired 
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digestion,  increased  fluidity  of  the  secretions,  and  diminished 
firmness  of  tissue." 

8.  That  the  empiricism  which  prescribes  mercury  for  its  local 
effect  only,  does  not  recognize  the  relation  of  the  local  lesion  to 
the  general  disease  of  nutrition,  and,  therefore,  is  irrational,  and, 
like  all  practice  not  in  accord  with  the  facts  of  pathology,  must 
ultimately  become  a  neglected  and  forgotten  tradition. 

It  will  be  beyond  the  limits  and  purpose  of  the  present  paper 
to  show  that  experience  has  been  blinded  by  the  hypothesis  of 
the  cholagogue  action  of  mercury,  and  that  a  justly-founded  skep- 
ticism finds  repeated  evidences  of  the  inferiority  of  the  mercurial 
treatment  to  other  and  more  rational  systems. — Med.  and  Surg. 
Reporter,  Dec.,  1871. 

*  The  above  doctrine  is  the  one  the  Eclectic  Medical  School  has  enunciated 
and  practised  for  forty  years.  The  more  progressive  and  careful  observing  men 
of  all  schools  of  medicine  are  discarding  mercurials  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in 
Dr.  Johnson's  article.— (Ed.  E.  M.  R.) 


The  Use  of  Secondary  Lymph. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  says  :  Our  Manchester  correspond- 
ent writes  that  the  extent  to  which  re-vaccmation  has  been  prac- 
tised in  Manchester  during  the  last  few  months,  has  afforded  rare 
opportunities  for  deciding  some  questions  which  were  before  held 
by  some  to  be  still  sub  judice  ;  for  example,  the  custom  which  has 
prevailed  among  the  mill-owners  of  having  all  their  work  people 
vaccinated,  has  settled  the  question  of  the  value  of  secondary 
lymph  as  compared  with  virgin  lymph.  Out  of  many  similar 
experiences,  the  following  may  be  quoted  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion. A  fortnight  ago  a  surgeon  vaccinated  300  operatives :  in 
150  of  these  cases  he  employed  virgin  lymph ;  in  the  remaining 
150,  secondary  lymph  was  used.  The  first  series  gave  the  fol- 
lowing results:  19  cases  were  unsuccessful;  in  16  cases,  small 
papules  and  spurious  vesicles  resulted,  while  the  remaining  115 
showed  well-marked  primary  vesicles.  The  second  series  gave 
very  different  results  :  for  out  of  them  50  were  entirely  unsuccess- 
ful, 86  terminated  in  papules  and  small  spurious  vesicles,  and 
only  11  yielded  true  primary  vesicles. — Med.  and  Surg.  Re- 
porter. 
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The  True  and  the  False  Cundurango. 

The  following  has  been  offered  for  publication  by  Mr.  George 
J.  Wenk,  Chemist  k — 

For  the  information  of  the  Medical  profession,  the  following  ob- 
servations, published  in  the  Andes,  at  Guayaquil,  have  been  trans- 
lated and  are  respectfully  submitted  : — 

The  favorable  news  which  continues  to  come  from  the  United 
States  and  other  places  of  the  virtues  of  this  plant,  renders  it  im- 
portant to  be  able  to  distinguish  the  true  Cundurango  from  other 
vines,  which  from  a  similar  appearance  are  being  substituted  for  it. 

Dr.  Chiriboga  [of  Guayaquil]  says,  "  It  is  now  fifteen  months 
since  I  began  to  make  a  particular  study  of  the  physical  qualities 
and  medical  effects  of  the  Cundurango,  as  well  in  the  hospital  un- 
der my  charge,  as  in  private  practice.  I  have  observed  attentive- 
ly the  action  of  this  plant  in  various  complaints,  administered  in 
the  form  of  tincture,  extract,  and  decoction.  I  have  proved  to  my 
own  satisfaction  that  it  has  many  admirable  qualities,  especially 
in  the  following  affections  : — 

11  In  rheumatism  (tendinous  or  muscular) ;  in  various  neuralgias  ; 
in  cutaneous  affections ;  in  many  diseases  of  the  blood ;  in  cancer- 
ous diseases,  against  which  it  may  be  looked  on  as  a  specific. 

"  The  astonishing  improvement  obtained  in  two  cases  of  open 
cancer  of  the  breast,  and  the  complete  disappearance  of  another 
non-ulcerated  cancer,  as  well  as  the  marvellous  cure  of  a  cancer  in 
the  tongue  of  a  gentleman  who  was  once  President  of  the  Ee- 
public,  and  many  other  well-attested  cases,  leave  no  room  for 
doubt  about  the  efficacy  of  the  Cundurango  in  this  terrible  disease. 

"  In  the  United  States  various  publications  have  been  made  of 
the  good  effects  of  this  plant  in  cancerous  affections,  even  with 
the  small  quantity  of  Cundurango  sent  by  the  government  of 
Ecuador  for  that  purpose  ;  so  much  so,  that  speculations  in  the 
plant  are  now  the  rage,  but  unfortunately  frauds  have  already 
been  introduced  and  will  tend  to  discredit  this  great  discovery. 

"  Whether  from  ignorance  in  some  or  cupidity  in  others,  large 
quantities  of  a  spurious  species  have  been  introduced  into  the 
market,  and  particularly  one  known  by  the  name  of  Vejuco  Pa- 
chon,  to  be  exported  as  the  true  Cundurango. 

The  former  vine,  it  is  true,  belongs  also  to  the  family  of  Ascle- 
piadaceos,  and  is  a  climbing,  milky  shrub,,  native  of  America. 
One  of  a  number  of  the  various  species  is  cultivated  in  the  gardens 
in  Europe  (Asclepias  Syriaca),  and  known  by  the  name  of  wild 
cotton  or  silk  plant,  from  the  silky  fibres  to  which  the  seed  is  at- 
tached. The  properties  of  this  numerous  family  are  so  varied, 
that  some  are  emetic,  others  tonic,  anthelmintic,  etc.    It  is  only 
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the  Cundurango  which,  besides  being  tonic,  deobstruent  and  diu- 
retic, is  distinguished  b}'  the  singular  and  providential  quality  of 
being  anti-cancrous. 

"  Speculators  in  the  plant  ought  to  be  careful  to  get  the  right 
species.  Besides  the  botanical  character  by  which  it  is  distinguish- 
ed, and  the  smallest  quantity  of  the  resin  peculiar  to  the  Cundu- 
rango,  evident  at  first  sight,  the  following  peculiarities  may  be 
useful  to  distinguish  the  two  vines  : — A  concentrated  decoction 
gives  no  reaction  with  test  paper.  That  made  with  the  Vtjuco  Pa- 
chon  is  slightly  alkaline.  That  of  the  Cundurango,  treated  by  am- 
monia, gives  a  fine  orange-yellow  tint,  whereas  the  other  yields  a 
greenish-yellow.  The  Cundurango  gives  out  an  odor  of  pyrolig- 
neous  acid  treated  by  concentrated  nitric  acid,  which  is  not  the  case 
in  the  other  vine. 

M  The  decoction  has  a  straw  color  and  a  characteristic  odor, 
somewhat  balsamic  like  nutmeg,  which  by  itself  distinguishes  it 
from  the  other,  which  is  turbid,  mucilaginous,  and  inodorous. 

M  There  are  two  more  species  of  Cundurango,  one  a  pale  yellow 
and  the  other  black.  The  use  of  the  latter  requires  much  precau- 
tion in  the  doses  given.  The  above  characteristics  are  meant  for 
the  white  Cundurango. 

"  The  bark  is  generally  used,  as  the  woody  fibre  is  too  weak." — 
Druggists'  Circular. 


Lethargus.    By  Thomas  H.  Bailey,  If.  D.,    ew  York,  Surgeon 
Nautical  Ship  "  Mercury." 

This  singular  and  invariably  fatal  malady,  peculiar  to  the 
negroes  of  certain  districts  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  has 
never,  I  believe,  been  noticed  in  the  medical  journals  of  this 
country,  which  is  not  surprising  when  we  consider  that  a  knowl- 
edge of  it  is  practically  unimportant  to  the  profession  outside  of 
the  district  where  it  occurs.  As  a  curiosity,  however,  in  the 
form  of  a  disease,  it  cannot  fail,  I  think,  to  interest  the  medical 
faculty  of  our  country.  I  therefore  lay  before  you,  in  brief,  facts 
gathered  concerning  this  disease  during  my  stay  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Robert  Smith,  colonial  surgeon 
at  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone,  I  was  enabled  to  see  in  the  hospitals 
under  his  charge  a  number  of  cases  of  lethargus. 

As  the  name  implies,  the  principal — and,  in  fact,  only — symp- 
tom that  presents  itself  is  lethargy ;  and  one  case  is  essentially  a 
stereotype  of  all. 
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The  patient,  usually  a  male  adult,  is  seized  without  any  pre- 
monitory symptoms  with  a  sensation  of  drowsiness,  which  con- 
tinues rapidly  to  increase  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  throw  it  off, 
until  he  sinks  into  a  profound  and  seemingly  natural  sleep. 
This  continues  for  about  twenty-one  days,  when  death  takes 
place.  Throughout  the  course  of  the  disease  the  patient  pre- 
serves a  quiet  and  peaceful  countenance,  may  be  easily  aroused 
for  a  short  time,  will  take  nourishment,  and  generally  answer  a 
few  questions  in  a  perfectly  rational  manner. 

The  pulse,  respiration,  and  temperature  remain  normal  through- 
out, the  pupil  is  neither  dilated  nor  contracted  to  any  noticeable 
extent,  and  the  urine  and  faeces  are  voided  with  comparitive  reg- 
ularity. With  the  exception  of  the  abnormal  tendency  to  sleep, 
nothing  exists  to  denote  disease. 

Many  careful  post-mortem  examinations  have  been  made  by 
competent  men,  but  nothing  of  an  abnormal  character  has  been 
found.  Dr.  Smith  informed  me  that  every  remedy  that  could 
possibly  be  of  any  avail  had  been  used  without  any  apparent  ben- 
eficial effect. 

They  sleep  on,  and  quietly  glide  into  eternity  in  spite  of  pro- 
fessional skill. — Medical  World. 


Sulphate  of  Iron  as  a  Local  Application  in  Phlegmasia  Dolens. 

Dr.  R  W.  Crichton  was  led  many  years  ago  to  employ  the 
sulphate  of  iron  as  a  local  application  in  phlegmasia  dolens,  from 
the  great  success  reported  by  Yelpeau  from  its  use  locally  in 
erysipelas.  It  had  been  employed  exclusively  in  that  form  of 
phlegmasia  commencing  at  the  calf  of  the  leg  and  extending  up- 
wards to  the  groin,  where  the  veins  are  chiefly  involved.  It  had 
been  applied  as  a  lotion  (twenty  or  thirty  grains  to  one  ounce  of 
water),  as  hot  as  the  patient  can  comfortably  bear  it,  generally  by 
means  of  spongio-piline.  All  the  cases  so  treated  had  made  good 
and  rapid  recoveries,  contrasting  favorably  with  cases  formerly 
treated  by  leeching  and  ordinary  hot  fomentations.  Muriated 
tincture  of  iron  was,  at  the  same  time,  given  in  large  doses.  The 
same  method  of  treatment  was  suggested  in  other  cases  of  phlebi- 
tis. The  action  of  these  remedies  was  referred  to  their  power  of 
controlling  vascular  dilatation,  and  also  to  their  anti-septic  pow- 
ers.— British  MedicalJournal,  August  26,  1871.. 


1872.] 


The  Surgeon- General. 


321 


The  Surgeon- General. 

Brig. -Gen.  J.  K.  Barnes,  Surgeon-General,  reports  that  the 
available  funds  of  the  Medical  Department  for  the  past  fiscal  year 
were  $1,899,169  74,  while  the  disbursements  were  :  For  payment 
of  claims  and  fulfilling  contracts  prior  to  July  1,  1870,  $65,508  88 ; 
current  expenses  of  the  year,  $267,477  08  ;  or  a  total  expenditure 
of  $332,985  96,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  $1,566,183  78. 

The  number  of  persons  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
provision  of  Congress  under  acts  of  June  17  and  30,  1870,  to 
receive  artificial  limbs  in  kind,  or  a  stated  commutation  in 
money  up  to  June  30,  1871,  was  8,918.    These  received: 

In  kind.  Commutation 

Arms   104  4,067 

Legs   1,117  3,114 

Feet   5  51 

Apparatus  for  resection   22  538 

The  number  of  persons  furnished  with  limbs  under  acts  pre- 
vious to  June  17,  1870,  was  7,887. 

The  health  of  the  army  has  not  been  equal  to  that  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  was  519,  or  17 
per  1,000  of  mean  strength.**  The  mortality  rate  is  thus  greater 
than  that  for  the  previous  year,  the  chief  increase  occurring  in 
the  proportion  of  deaths  from  disease.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  one  death  to  122  cases.  One 
thousand  and  ninety-one  white  soldiers  are  reported  discharged  on 
surgeon's  certificate  of  disability,  being  at  the  rate  of  37  per  1,000 
of  mean  strength.  The  number  of  colored  soldiers  discharged  on 
surgeon's  certificate  of  disability  was  71,  or  at  the  rate  of  27  per 
1,000  of  mean  strength. 

There  are  now  recorded  in  the  Division  of  Surgical  Records  a 
total  of  235,398  cases,  of  which  5,210  were  recorded  during  the 
past  year. 

The  Army  Medical  Museum  continues  to  increase  in  the  num- 
ber and  variety  of  specimens  and  its  consequent  usefulness.  The 
number  of  specimens  added  during  the  year  was  1,516,  a  present 
total  of  15,018.  The  number  of  visitors  during  the  year  was 
15.000. 

Part  first  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  nears 
completion,  and  will  be  laid  before  Congress  during  its  coming 
session.  The  Surgeon-General  urges  an  appropriation  by  Congress 
to  complete  the  remaining  parts. 

The  number  Of  vacancies  in  the  medical  service  of  the  army  has 
increased  from  forty-four  to  fifty-four.    The  number  of  military 
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posts  requiring  medical  attendance  on  the  1st  of  July,  1871,  was 
206,  at  many  of  which  the  number  of  troops  was  so  large,  or  the 
nature  of  the  duties  so  onerous  as  to  require  the  constant  services 
of  the  medical  officers.  The  Surgeon-General  therefore  recom- 
mends that  the  restrictions  as  to  promotions  and  appointments  in 
the  medical  corps  be  removed,  as  it  would,  in  any  event,  require 
several  years  under  the  prescribed  modes  of  annual  examination 
to  restore  it  to  the  standard  number  allowed  by  existing  laws.  He 
thinks  the  stoppage  of  promotions  and  appointments  has  proved 
to  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  service,  both  in  a  sanitary 
and  economical  view. — Medical  Record. 


Ruppaner  vs.  Sayre. 

This  case  has  finally  reached  the  Courts,  and  we  think  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  of  the  Editor  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Re- 
porter, for  Dec.  9th,  very  appropriate.  What  action  Judge  Bar- 
nard will  take  against  the  Society  for  violating  the  injunction 
granted  by  him  is  yet  to  be  determined.    [Eel.  E.  M.  E.] 

We  claim,  as  a  sacred  and  inalienable  right,  the  protection  of 
Law,  the  privilege  of  Justice,  the  assistance  of  counsel,  and  al- 
ways and  ever  the  right  of  Appeal.  Those  who  attack  any  one 
of  these  would  howl  the  loudest  about  liberty  were  the  scourge 
they  plait  for  others  applied  to  their  own  backs.  Neither  medical 
men  nor  medical  societies,  nor  medical  writers,  can  expect  to  dis- 
regard with  impunity  the  principles  of  just  dealing,  and  if  they 
attempt  it,  the  sooner  they  are  taught  a  lesson  the  better.  This 
is  our  position,  and  we  too  submit  it  to  the  profession,  and  use  as 
our  own  the  closing  words  of  the  Record  article,  assuring  our 
readers  that  we  have  no  personal  bias  whatever  in  the  matter,  but 
regard  the  question  only  as  "one  of  a  principle,  a  principle  the 
violation  of  which  is  an  attempt  to  undermine  the  very  foundation 
of  every  honorable  feeling  which,  as  members  of  a  noble  profes- 
sion, we  have  taken  such  a  pride  in  cherishing." 


Fatal  Salivation  from  Bichloride  of  Mercury. 

In  a  case  which  is  fully  reported  in  the  Lancet  for  September 
16,  Dr.  Meeres  applied  with  a  small  camel's  hair  brush  a  strong 
alcoholic  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate — eighty  grains  to  the 
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ounce — to  the  head  of  a  child  affected  with  tinea  tonsurans.  The 
application  gave  rise  to  no  pain  at  the  time,  but  during  the  ride 
home,  in  an  open  dog-cart,  the  child  suffered  severely.  Shortly 
afterwards  vomiting  and  purging  came  on.  Salivation,  accom- 
panied by  much  swelling  of  the  parotid  and  submaxillary  glands, 
was  first  observed  on  the  evening  of  the  day  after  the  application, 
and  continued  until  death  took  place,  apparently  from  prostration, 
on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  day. 

The  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  was  "  that  death  was  caused 
by  poison  from  the  application  of  a  very  strong  preparation  of 
bichloride  of  mercury,  made  to  the  head  and  neck  by  Dr.  Meeres," 
and  that  "  Dr.  Meeres  is  very  greatly  to  be  blamed  for  having 
made  the  application." 

The  lotion  applied  was  from'  a  formula  of  Dr.  Tilbury  Fox,  and 
has  been  used  by  him  in  a  precisely  similar  manner  in  the  same 
disease  in  very  many  instances,  and  this  case  is  the  first  in  which 
any  untoward  symptoms  have  been  produced  by  it, — Med.  Times. 


Transmission  of  Syphilis  to  the  third  Generation. 

M.  Coates  (Lancet,  October  21),  in  the  coui*e  of  an  address  to 
the  members  of  the  Salisbury  Medical  Society,  said,  "  Many  years 
ago  a  postboy  came  under  the  care  of  my  father  for  primary 
syphilis.  He  infected  his  wife  She  had  primary,  afterwards 
secondary,  and  finally  tertiary  symptoms;  carried  a  large  cicatrix 
on  her  forehead — the  result  of  caries — to  the  grave.  Soon  after 
her  marriage  she  became  pregnant  and  aborted  many  times ;  at 
last  she  bore  a  living  child, — a  girl.  At  fourteen  years  of  age, 
while  at  school,  two  syphilitic  ulcers  broke  out  on  one  of  her  legs, 
which,  when  healed,  left  two  as  characteristic  ulcers  as  I  ever  saw. 
She  married  early,  and  had  a  very  delicate  child  ;  the  next  child 
wras  born  dead  and  putrid ;  the  third  presented,  a  few  days  after 
birth,  characteristic  symptoms  of  infantile  syphilis,  and  died." 
This  series  of  cases  he  believes  to  be  unique. — Med.  Times,  Dec, 
1871. 


A  Fully-Matured  Tcenia  Solium,  or  Tape-  Worm,  expelled  from 
a  Child  Five  Days  old.  Report  of  a  Case  occurring  in  the 
Long  Lsland  College  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  K  Y.  By  Samuel  G\ 
Armor,  M.  D. 

The  natural  history  of  tape- worm  parasites  has  been  a  subject 
of  fruitful  speculation,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  case  here 
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reported  is  quite  unique.  The  taenia  solium,  according  to  Kuch- 
meister's  investigations,  "  only  occurs  in  children  who  partake  of 
hog's  meat."  Neither  he  nor  Cobbold  makes  mention  of  the  possi- 
bility of  a  fully-matured  taenia  occurring  in  infantile  periods  of 
life.  And  Vogel  says,  in  writing  of  tape-worm:  "They  are 
rarely  found  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  in  nurslings  prob- 
ably never."  This  latter  statement  is  in  harmony  with  the  gen- 
erally-accepted view  that  "  animal  food,  either  raw  or  partly 
cooked,  is  the  probable  source  of  the  taenia  solium." 

The  theory  appears  to  have  been  generally  accepted  heretofore, 
that  the  encysted  parasites  are  taken  with  the  food  into  the  stom- 
ach, and  that  the  embryo,  set  free  from  the  covering  of  the  egg 
by  a  process  of  digestion,  passes  into  the  intestine,  fixes  itself  to 
the  mucous  membrane,  and,  by  a  process  of  budding,  produces 
the  long,  tape-like  series  of  the  articulations,  which  are  finally 
converted  into  the  full-grown  taenia.  "Whether  this  be  the  uni- 
versally-accepted theory,  or  not,  certain  it  is  that  the  encysted 
parasite,  found  in  whatever  part  of  the  body  it  may  be,  only 
develops  to  maturity  in  the  intestinal  canal.  The  query  at  once 
arises,  therefore,  How  did  the  cisticercus,  in  the  case  here  reported, 
gain  entrance  into  the  intestinal  canal  of  the  new-born  infant  ? 
for  it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  other  conclusion,  from  the  clini- 
cal history  of  the  case,  than  that  the  worm  was  fully  matured  at 
the  birth  of  the  child. 

"Without  offering  any  speculations  as  to  how  the  young  taenia 
gained  its  embryonic  habitat,  I  merely  copy  the  clinical  record  of 
a  case  which  recently  occurred  in  the  Long  Island  Hospital, 
Brooklyn,  K  Y. : 

Kate  Quinn,  aged  twenty-four,  an  Irish  servant-girl,  of  apparent 
good  general  health,  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  September  3, 
1871.  Diagnosis— parturition  and  a  primipara. 

In  less  than  an  hour  previous  to  her  admission  she  gave  birth 
to  a  well-developed  male  child  in  the  street,  and,  having  no  home, 
she  was  at  once  brought  to  the  hospital. 

September  4:th. — Mother  doing  well;  child  nurses  vigorously, 
and  is  apparently  well. 

September  7th. — Child  for  the  last  fourteen  hours  has  refused  to 
nurse,  and  examination  reveals  trismus,  preventing  introduction 
of  little  finger  into  its  mouth,  and  touching  extremities  induces 
slight  tetanic  spasms.    Ordered  mild  anodyne,  but  with  no  relief. 

September  8th. — Babe  seen  by  Prof.  Skene,  who,  supposing  the 
child  was  suffering  from  intestinal  irritation  from  some  cause, 
ordered  three  1-6-gr.  doses  of  calomel,  to  be  followed  by  oil,  and  at 
7  p.  11 — some  ten  hours  after  taking  the  first  dose  of  calomel — 
the  infant  passed,  per  anum,  two  segments  of  what  was  at  once 
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recognized  from  its  obvious  appearance  as  a  tape-worm,  flat,  per- 
ceptibly cornuted,  and  possessed  of  slight  wabbling  motion  of  a 
minute's  duration.  The  specimen,  carefully  picked  out  of  the 
fecal  matter  in  the  babe's  diaper,  was  submitted  to  different  mem- 
bers of  the  hospital-staff,  placed  under  the  microscope,  and  the 
diagnosis  concurred  in  that  it  was  well-matured  taenia  solium. 

September  9th. — Trismus  continues  :  small  amount  of  mother's 
milk  fed  by  spoon ;  at  5  P.  M.  three  more  segments  of  worm  came 
away  :  ordered  spts.  terebinth.  15  drops  in  mucilage. 

September  10th. — One  more  segment  voided  ;  trismus  remains  ; 
spasmodic  action  from  touching  extremities  less ;  takes  milk 
from  spoon  eagerly,  but  has  no  power  to  grasp  nipple;  repeated 
spts.  terebinth. 

September  llih. — Another  segment  came  away ;  still  makes 
fruitless  attempts  to  grasp  nipple ;  ordered  oil  of  male  fern,  15 
drops  in  mucilage. 

September  12th. — Repeated  the  oil  of  fern,  to  be  followed  by 
small  dose  castor-oil.  ^ 

September  13th. — One  more  segment  passed  ;  suspended  medi- 
cine for  a  few  days. 

September  18th. — Two  £-gr.  doses  of  calomel  ordered  at  inter- 
vals of  two  hours  ;  soon  after  the  administration  of  last  close  four 
more  segments  passed;  trismus  entirely  gone :  child  nurses  well, 
the  mother  having  an  abundant  supply  of  milk ;  medicine  dis- 
continued. 

October  18th. — Mother  and  child  still  in  the  hospital;  both 
doing  well ;  the  child  has  passed  several  segments  since  last 
record,  but  none  having  the  appearance  of  the  head.  Child  has 
never  taken  any  nourishment  but  the  mother's  milk. 

The  foregoing  is  the  brief  clinical  record  of  the  case ;  as  to  the 
facts  stated  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  case  was  carefully  and 
critically  watched  by  Pro£  Skene,  of  the  hospital  staff,  who  was 
on  duty,  and  by  T.  H.  Hutton,  M.  D.,  resident  physician. 

On  October  2d,  twelve  of  the  segments  passed  were  presented 
to  the  Long  Island  College  Hospital  Society  for  examination,  and 
at  their  suggestion,  B.  A.  Segur,  M.  D.,  a  gentleman  of  skill  and 
experience  in  the  use  of  the  microscope,  was  appointed  to  make 
further  examination  of  the  specimens.  At  a  subsequent  meeting 
of  the  Society,  Dr.  Segur  reported  that  "the  specimens  presented 
to  him  for  examination  had  the  obvious  appearance  of  taenia,  and 
under  the  microscope,  with  £  inch  objective,  he  was  able  to  see 
the  eggs,  presenting  the  same  size  of  joints  passed  by  adults." 

The  specimens  were  subsequently  presented  to  the  Patholog- 
ical Section  of  the  Kings  County  Medical  Society. 
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Can  the  mother  communicate  the  germs  of  the  parasite  to  the  foetus 
in  uterof  And,  if  so,  how  do  they  gain  entrance  to  the  intestinal 
canal  f 

To  determine  one  of  the  questions,  the  mother,  being  still  in 
the  hospital,  and  having  fully  recovered  from  confinement,  was, 
on  the  8th  of  November — about  two  months  after  the  birth  of 
her  child — put  upon  treatment  for  tape-worm ;  although  neither 
previous  history  nor  present  condition  indicated  the  presence  of 
taenia.  She  is  an  unusually  stout  Irish  girl,  of  good  flesh,  good 
digestion,  cheerful  disposition,  entire  freedom  from  nervous  dis- 
turbance, always  rested  well  of  nights,  and  never  herself  suspected 
the  presence  of  tape-worm.  However,  for  the  purpose  above  in- 
dicated, the  mother's  bowels  were  thoroughly  evacuated,  and, 
while  fasting,  she  was  ordered  an  emulsion  of  pumpkin-seeds, 
which  she  faithfully  took  for  twenty-four  hours,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  she  passed  over  seventy  segments  of  taenia. 

This  completes  the  clinical  history  of  a  case  which  throws  much 
doubt  upon  the  present-received  theories  as  to  the  probable  and 
exclusive  source  of  taenia.  That  the  encysted  parasites  gain  en- 
trance to  the  stomach  and  bowels  by  means  of  animal  food  con- 
taining the  parasitic  germs,  the  experiments  of  Kuchmeister  and 
others  leave  no  room  to  doubt.  But  that  they  may  also  gain 
entrance  through  the  mother  to  the  foetus  in  utero  would  appear 
to  be  equally  well  established  by  the  case  here  reported. — New 
York  Med.  Jour. 


A  Rare  Tumor. 

AVithin  a  period  of  ten  weeks,  says  the  Australian  Journal, 
there  developed,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum  of  a  girl  of 
fourteen  years,  a  vascular  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  plum,  which  pro- 
jected by  ulceration  through  the  skin.  The  tumor  was  constricted 
within  eight  days,  by  means  of  eight  single  ligatures  ;  the  wound 
healed  rapidly  and  well.  No  examination  of  the  tumor  took 
place. — New  York  Med.  Jour. 


Poisoning  by  Mercurial  Lotions. 

In  commenting  on  the  recent  case  of  fatal  poisoning  in  England 
by  the  use  of  lotion  of  corrosive  sublimate,  sixty  grains  to  the 
ounce,  the  Medical  Press  and  Circular  utters  the.  following  warn- 
ing: 
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As  a  general  rule,  it  would  be  as  well  for  all  of  us  to  remember 
that  such  cases  have  been  from  time  to  time  recorded  ;  arid  then 
we  shall  be  more  cautious  in  our  use  of  mercury.  If,  indeed,  it 
were  clearly  proved  that  mercurial  lotions  were  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  cure  of  ringworm,  we  should,  of  course,  have  to  take 
our  chance  of  fatal  consequences ;  but  when  we  know  that  blis- 
tering fluid  will  cure  this  affection  probably  more  rapidly  than 
any  other  remedy,  it  seems  needless  to  have  recourse  to  very 
strong  lotions  of  corrosive  sublimate.  It  would  really  be  quite  a 
blessing  to  mankind  were  it  possible  to  get  rid  of  the  use  of  mer- 
cury as  an  internal  remedy,  and  as  a  remedy  for  external  applica- 
tion. There  is,  doubtless,  far  less  of  the  metal  used  now  than 
formerly,  but  it  is  still  too  popular  in  syphilis  and  iritis  to  make 
it  likely  to  disappear  from  practice.  Meanwhile,  we  should  be 
ever  watchful,  and  see  that  such  cases  as  that  alluded  to  sink 
deeply  into  our  minds. 


REVIEWS  AND  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICES. 

Vick's  Floral  Guide  for  1872.  Published  by  James  Vick, 
Kochester,  N.  Y.  120  large  octavo  pages.  It  is  elegantly 
printed — in  two  colors — on  fine  tinted  paper,  and  illustrated 
with  over  three  hundred  fine  engravings  of  flowers  and  vegeta- 
bles, and  two  elegantly  colored  plates. 

This  beautiful  and  instructive  catalogue  is  sent  by  Mr.  Vick 
as  a  Christmas  present  to  all  his  customers.  Any  one  can  obtain 
it  by  remitting  ten  cents.  Every  lady  who  loves  flowers  should 
have  it  by  all  means. 


The  Transatlantic  Magazine,  containing  choice  selections 
from  foreign  current  literature.  108  larue  octavo  pages.  Pub- 
lished by  L.  R.  Hamersly  &  Co.  $2.50  per  annum.  Philadel- 
phia, Penn. 


Diseases  of  the  Skin ;  The  Recent  Advances  in  their 
Pathology  and  Treatment.  By  B.  Joy  Jeffries,  A.  M., 
M.  D.  Published  by  Alexander  Moore,  Boston.  For  sale  by 
D.  Appleton  k  Co.,  New  York.    Price  $1.00 

This  is  an  interesting  little  monograph,  being  the  Boylston 
Prize  Essay  for  1871.    Dr.  Jeffries  gives  evidence  of  careful  re- 
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search  into  the  pathology  of  skin  diseases,  but  we  do  not  find  that 
advance  in  the  special  therapeutics  of  these  diseases  that  ought 
to  be  presented.  It  is,  however,  a  very  interesting  and  valuable 
little  work. 


Neuralgia  and  the  Diseases  that  Resemble  it.    By  Francis 
E.  Anstie,  M.  D.    (London.)    12mo.    362  pages,  cloth.  D. 
Appleton  and  Co.,  New  York. 

After  an  introduction  on  pain  in  general,  the  author  divides  his 
work  into  two  parts.  The  first  part  treats  of  the  clinical  history, 
complications,  pathology  and  etiology,  diagnosis,  prognosis  and 
treatment  of  neuralgia  proper. 

Part  second  treats  of  diseases  that  resemble  neuralgia,  such  as 
myalgia,  spinal  irritation,  the  pains  of  hypochondriasis,  of  loco- 
motor ataxjr,  of  cerebral  abscess,  of  alcoholism,  of  syphilis,  of 
subacute  and  chronic  rheumatism,  of  latent  gout,  colic  and  other 
pains  of  peripheral  irritation  and  dyspeptic  headache. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  work-  the  author  has  drawn  largely 
from  his  own  experience,  and  has  illustrated  his  views  by  numer- 
ous clinical  reports.  His  treatment  is  about  the  same  as  found  in 
most  old  school  authors.  To  the  use  of  the  mercurials  and  arsen- 
icals,  upon  which  the  author  relies  in  certain  cases,  we  entirely 
dissent.  The  latter  of  these  agents  we  regard  as  a  fruitful  source 
of  neuralgia. 


Proceedings  of  the  Minnesota  State  Eclectic  Medical 
Society,  held  at  Owatona,  May  24th  and  25th,  1871. 

This  is  a  neatly  printed  pamphlet  of  34  pages,  and  contains 
the  minutes  of  the  Society ;  an  essay  on  "  Epilepsy,"  by  C. 
Blecken,  M.  D.;  an  essay  on  "  The  Progress  of  Medicine,"  by  L. 
F.  Case,  M.  DN.;  a  popular  address,  by  B.  W.  Stanton,  M.  D.;  the 
"Annual  Address,"  by  E.  M.  Moorehouse,  M.  D.;  and  the  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  of  the  Society. 
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E  D  I  T  0  R  I  A  L. 

ESTATE  SOCIETY  MEETINGS. 

Many  of  the  State  Societies  hold  meetings  during  January  and  Feb- 
uary,  which  should  he  largely  attended.  Every  physician  should  feel 
it  his  imperative  duty  to  be  present  and  contribute  something  of  value 
to  their  transactions.  In  this  way  we  may  obtain  the  combined  ex- 
perience of  large  numbers  of  the  profession.  Many  of  these  societies 
are  of  recent  formation,  with  limited  numbers,  and  limited  finances, 
but  they  have,  notwithstanding,  generally  published  their  transactions 
in  pamphlet  form.  All  the  papers  thus  published  are  very  creditable, 
while  some  arc  of  more  than  ordinary  merit. 


ANOTHER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  RESTRAINED  BY 
INJUNCTION. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  held  in 
Washington  in  May,  1870,-  objection  was  made  to  the  reception  of 
delegates  from  Massachusetts  on  the  ground  that  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society  tolerated  within  its  pale  Homeopathic  physicians.  Un- 
der this  pressure  the  Society  passed  a  series  of  resolutions,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  bring  to  trial  and  expulsion  all  who  do  not  bow 
the  knee  to  Baal.  The  gentlemen  of  Ilahnemannic  proclivities,  hav- 
ing been  put  on  trial  for  their  temerity,  have  appealed  to  the  courts  of 
law  for  protection,  and  have  obtained  an  injunction  restraining  the  ac- 
tion of  the  society,  &c. 


CORRECTION. 

In  the  October  number  of  the  Review,  on  page  174,  the 
following  note  is  appended  to  a  formula  of  Dr.  ().  E.  Newton, 
viz.:  "This  formula  is  not  approved  by  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  New  York."  This  note  was  written  as  follows  :  "  The  use 
of  all  the  preparations  of  lead  is  disapproved  by  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  hut  the  error  was  not  observed 
until  after  the  form  was  printed.    With  this  explanation  it  will  be 
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sufficiently  apparent  that  our  note  was  intended  as  a  simple  state- 
ment of  fact,  and  not  as  a  censorious  criticism,  and  hence  that  no  dis- 
courtesy was  intended  toward  Dr.  O.  E.  Newton. 

The  New  York  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  has  chosen  to  dis- 
approve of  the  use  of  the  preparations  of  mercury,  antimony,  arsenic 
and  lead-  This  is  done  in  no  proscriptive  sense,  but  simply  as  an 
expression  of  the  views  of  its  members  in  regard  to  the  use  of  these 
agents.  In  this  it  is  certainly  sustained  by  the  action  of  almost  every 
body  of  Eclectic  physicians  in  the  United  States  during  the  last  forty 
years.  This  proposition  was  announced  in  the  first  address  ever 
issued  to  the  American  people  by  the  founders  of  Eclecticism ;  it 
was  embodied  annually  in  the  announcement  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
Institute  of  Cincinnati,  from  its  organization  in  1845  to  1862  ;  it  has 
been  reiterated  by  every  State  Medical  Society,  by  the  National 
Eclectic  Medical  Association,  and  by  the  Eclectic  Medical  College 
of  New  York,  and  we  are  not  aware  that  it  has  been  renounced  by 
any  assembly  or  representative  body  of  Eclectic  physicians. 


MEDICAL  MATTERS  IN  CINCINNATI. 

Commercial  Hospital. — After  a  casual  review  of  the  December 
numbers  of  the  Medical  Repertory  and  The  Lancet  and  Observer, 
we  find  that  the  position  taken,  and  for  many  years  urged,  by  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  Review  (then  editor  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Jour- 
nal of  Cincinnati),  that  the  medical  management  of  the  hospital  should 
be  separated  from  the  medical  colleges,  was  correct ;  and  that  the 
growing  evil,  then  pointed  out,  could  only  be  obviated  by  such  a 
separation. 

Some  time  since  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  institution  adopted 
a  resolution  that  no  one  connected  with  any  of  the  medical  colleges 
should  be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  hospital. 
The  editor  of  the  Repertory  labored  hard  for  the  consummation  of 
this  arrangement,  while  the  interests  of  some  of  the  medical  gentle- 
men connected  with  The  Lancet  and  Observer  were  such  that,  if  this 
measure  succeeded,  they  would  have  to  retire  from  the  medical  staff 
of  the  hospital.  After  the  adoption  of  this  rule,  Drs.  Murphy  and 
Muzzy,  editors  of  The  Lancet  and  Observer,  retired  from  the  medical 
staff  of  the  hospital,  as  did  all  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
different  medical  colleges. 
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This  institution  appears  to  be  in  fine  working  condition.  There 
were  treated  during  the  year  ending  Feb.  28th,  1871,  3,045  patients. 
There  were  154  births,  and  about  150  surgical  operations  performed. 
The  current  expenses  for  the  year  were  $81,356.  The  funds  arising 
from  the  sale  of  clinic  tickets,  are  used  in  creating  and  sustaining  a 
library  and  a  pathological  museum.  The  medical  and  surgical  staff 
is  made  up  as  follows  :  Drs.  Comegys,  Davis,  Carson,  Thornton, 
Kearney,  Young,  Wood,  Wright,  Aub,  Ayres,  Dandredge,  McKen- 
zie,  and  Judkins. 

Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  this 
body,  Dr.  C.  O.  Wright  read  an  elaborate  paper  on  the  subject  of 
eczema,  in  which  he  seems  to  have  reviewed  at  length  the  old  orthodox 
treatment.  We  confess  ourselves  very  much  surprised  to  find 
any  intelligent  practitioner,  at  the  present  time,  who  is  not  able  to 
treat  eczema  without  arsenic,  or  the  mercurials.  It  would  really 
appear  to  every  thinking  mind  that  the  science  of  medicine,  with  ref- 
erence to  the  use  of  remedies,  should  have  so  far  advanced  as  to  ren- 
der unnecessary  the  use  of  such  pernicious  and  poisonous  agents  as 
the  arsenical  and  mercurial  preparations. 

While  Dr.  Wright  said  that  he  had  seen  hundreds  of  cases  treated 
by  this  orthodox  remedy  (arsenic)  alone,  he  was  not  willing  that  it 
should  be  called  a  "  specific."  M  When  some  special  drug  is  indicated, 
it  should  be  given  uncombined."    He  further  remarks  : 

"  I  protest  against  the  practice  of  that  physician  who  writes  down 
upon  his  prescription  all  the  medicines  he  may  chance  to  remember, 
with  the  vague  hope  that  the  disease  will  see  proper  to  make  its  own 
selection.  Here  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  say  we  have  no  specifics 
in  medicine  for  any  form  of  skin  derangement.  Indeed  we  have  no 
medicine  that  can  be  called  a  specific  for  any  disease.  The  man  who 
pretends  that  he  has  discovered  one  is  merely  a  vulgar-minded,  heart- 
less cundurangist,  who  has  self-interest  to  serve,  and  no  honor  to 
sacrifice." 


We  take  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the  He- 
view  to  the  card  of  Mr.  Cahil  in  our  advertising  columns.  Mr.  Ca- 
hil  will  make  a  specialty  of  the  manufacturing  and  furnishing  of  all 
kinds  of  optical  and  electrical  instruments  for  physcians'  use.  It  will 
no  doubt  be  a  great  convenience  to  many  physcians  to  know  where 
they  can  send  and  be  supplied  with  the  very  best  instruments.  Mr. 
Cahil  is  an  accomplished  optician  and  is  also  a  practical  electrician. 
All  orders  will,  we  have  no  doubt,  be  filled  with  the  utmost  fidelity. 
3 
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RED  RUBBER  IN  DENTISTRY. 

We  have  often  denounced  the  use  of  this  mercurial  material  in 
dentistry,  because  in  so  many  instances  it  produces  mercurial  disease 
of  the  mouth.  Many  of  the  dental,  as  well  as  of  the  medical  profession 
deny  this  fact ;  but  we  now  have  several  well-marked  cases  of  this 
kind  under  observation.  It  matters  not  under  what  condition  mer- 
cury is  placed,  its  specific  peculiarity  is  never  changed,  nor  its  de- 
structive tendency  prevented,  when  in  contact  with  the  human  organ- 
ism. This,  and  the  mercurial  amalgam  for  filling  teeth,  should  be 
stricken  from  the  list  of  dental  supplies.  We  recommend  every  family 
to  employ  no  dentist  who  uses  any  form  of  mercurial  material.  We 
say  to  every  reader  of  the  Review,  let  this  be  distinctly  understood 
between  you  and  your  dentist. 

Neuralgia  of  the  face  or  head  is  one  of  the  constant  attendants 
upon  the  continuance  of  this  material  in  the  mouth,  and  this  may 
continue  as  long  as  it  is  retained  there. 

The  filling  of  a  part  of  the  cavity  of  a  tooth  with  either  lead  or 
mercury,  and  then  using  gold  filling  to  complete  the  job,  is  a  practice 
which  every  honorable  man  in  the  dental  profession  should  disapprove. 
We  are  well  acquainted  with  a  very  painful  circumstance  of  this 
kind.  When,  for  weeks  after  the  lady  had  been  treated  by  a  dentist 
of  this  city,  her  sufferings  were  of  the  most  excruciating  character, 
the  dentist  not  being  able  to  arrest  the  pain,  another  was  consulted. 
The  second  dentist  discovered  something  in  the  fang  of  the  tooth, 
which  he  could  not  remove.  Extracting  was  recommended  and 
adopted,  very  much  to  the  regret  of  the  patient.  Appearance  of  the 
tooth,  after  the  extracting,  as  described  by  the  dentist :  The  nerve 
cavity  had  been  enlarged  and  continued  through  the  whole  length  of 
the  fang  or  root.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  fang  there  was  found  a  small 
piece  of  lead,  which  had  been  forced,  not  only  into  the  cavity,  but 
protruded  beyond  the  tooth,  and  was  then  pressing  upon  the  parts 
above.    Now,  why  was  the  lead  used  ? 

We  could  enumerate  many  cases  of  continued  ill-health  and  suffer- 
ing for  years,  resisting  all  forms  of  medication,  which  were  immedi- 
ately relieved  upon  having  the  mercurial  amalgam  removed  from  their 
teeth.  Dr.  Spooner  of  this  city  has  shown  us  nearly  an  ounce  of  these 
plugs,  which  he  had  taken  from  the  teeth  of  persons  suffering  as  in 
the  above  cases.    In  every  case  immediate  relief  followed. 
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High  Heel  Shoes,  and  their  Effect. — This  form  of  shoe  is  one 
of  the  most  unfortunate  fashions  ever  adopted  by  our  American 
ladies.  It  entirely  changes  the  pressure  and  weight  of  the  body  from 
the  point  indicated  by  the  anatomical  formation  of  the  foot.  The 
result  is  that  many  simple  persons,  who  have  been  more  willing  to 
follow  a  silly  fashion,  than  observe  or  be  governed  by  a  natural  law, 
are  now  permanent  invalids, — some  with  ulcerations  of  the  bones  of 
the  feet  that  never  can  be  cured, — while  others  are  unable  to  walk  f 
or  wear  a  shoe  of  any  kind.    Fashion  is  a  hard  master. 


Poison  Hair  Dyes. — Thousands  of  persons  are  dying  yearly  from 
the  effects  of  the  poisonous  ingredients  used  in  these  dyes — neuralgia 
and  congestion  of  the  brain  are  the  most  common  forms  of  the  at- 
tack, many  of  which  either  terminate  in  death  in  a  short  time,  or 
results  in  lingering  paralysis. 

Every  person  who  is  in  the  habit  of  using  these  dyes  should  ob- 
serve carefully  if  there  be  any  symptom  of  vertigo,  dimness  of  vision, 
twitching  of  the  eyelids,  or  muscles  of  the  face ;  if  so,  they  should 
stop  their  use,  as  the  poison  has  begun  to  effect  the  system.  Every 
dye  which  colors  the  hair  black,  except  the  nitrate  of  silver,  has  lead 
for  its  base,  and  is  a  deadly  poison. 


NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 

MEETINGS  OF   MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York  will  be  held  in  the  City  of  Albany,  on  Wednesday  and 
Thursday,  the  24th  and  25th  days  of  January,  1872.  A  full  attend- 
ance is  especially  desired.  Legislation  is  contemplated  materially 
affecting  the  legal  rights  of  physicians  in  this  State.  Reports  and 
papers,  it  is  requested,  shall  be  ready.  The  transactions  for  the 
last  year  are  in  type,  and  will  be  distributed  at  as  early  a  day  as  pos- 
sible. Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D., 

January  1,  1872.  Recording  Secretary. 

The  Semiannual  meeting  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 
Maine,  will  be  held  at  Gardiner  on  the  10th  inst. 
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Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society. — The  Eleventh  Semi- 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society  will 
be  held  at  the  Revere  House,  Boston,  on  Wednesday,  January  10, 
1872,  at  10  o'clock  a.m.  Essayists:  Drs.  F.  A.  Bosworth,  S.  C. 
Ames,  Walter  Burnham,  Edwin  Schofield,  A.  W.  Sidney,  William 
Bass,  W.  E.  Underwood,  D.  L.  Ambrose,  H.  D.  Jillson,  C.  Edwin 
Miles. 

Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Kansas. — The  Third  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Kansas  will  be  held 
at  Lawrence,  Ks.,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  February,  1872,  at  2  p.  m. 
All  Eclectic  physicians  of  the  State  are  earnestly  solicited  to  be  in 
attendance.  AJso  physicians  of  other  States  are  cordially  invited  to 
be  present. 

Every  Eclectic  physician  in  the  State  should  belong  to  this  associa- 
tion, and  enjoy  its  advantages,  and  help  to  elevate  the  standard  of 
Eclectic  medicine. 

We  hope  as  many  will  respond  to  our  call  as  can  make  it  convenient 
to  do  so.  The  following  named  gentlemen  were  elected  as  officers  of 
the  association  at  the  last  annual  meeting : 

Pres.,  G.  H.  Field,  M.  D.,  Leavenworth  ;  1st  Vice-Pres.,  D.  B. 
Crouse,  M.  D.,  Oswego ;  2d  Vice-Pres.,  V.  Simmons,  M.  D.,  Law- 
rence ;  Record.  Sec,  A.  M.  Edson,  M.  D.,  Topeka ;  Cor.  Sec, 
Chas.  W.  Gapeu,  M.  D.,  Montana;  Treas.,  S.  E.  Martin,  M.  D., 
Topeka. 

C.  W.  Gapeu,  M.  D.,  Cor.  Sec. 

Minnesota  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society. — The  next  Semi- 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Minnesota  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
will  be  held  at  the  city  of  Rochester,  Wednesday,  Jan.  10,  1872. 

We  wish  in  this  manner  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  all- 
jmportaut  duty  of  members  to  attend  regularly  each  of  the  stated 
meetings  of  the  society  ;  and  further,  that  every  Eclectic  or  Reformed 
physician  in  the  State  should  become  a  member  with  us,  that  by  our 
presence,  counsel,  united  effort,  and  untiring  perseverance  we  may  ele- 
vate the  standard,  advance  the  cause,  and  disseminate  the  principles 
of  true  medical  reform  in  Minnesota. 

It  must  be  evident  to  every  physician  that  we  need  a  society  based 
upon  principles  in  accordance  with  our  own  views  and  practice,  within 
the  State ;  and,  in  order  that  such  a  society  may  be  sustained,  it  will 
be  necessary  for  each  physician  to  feel  an  individual  responsibility  in 
the  matter,  and  show,  by  his  presence  and  hearty  co-operation,  that 
the  cause  we  advocate  must  and  will  be  maintained. 

The  officers  for  the  present  year  are  as  follows  :  President,  E.  M. 
Morehouse,  M.  D. ;  First  Vice-President,  C.  H.  Blecken,  M.  D.  ; 
Second  Vice-President,  J.  S.  Elliot,  M.  D.  ;  Tresurer,  H.  N.  Rogers, 
M.  D. ;  Recording  Secretary,  N.  S.  Culver,  M.  D. ;  Corresponding 
Secretary,  L.  F.  Case,  M.  D. ;  Censors,  A.  F.  Elliot,  M.  D. ;  W.  B. 
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Stanton,  M.  D.  ;  E.  M.  Morehouse,  M.  D.  ;  L.  F.  Case,  M.  D.,  and 
H.  N.  Rogers,  M.  I). 

The  Board  of  Censors  will  be  in  session  at  the  office  of  Dr.  N.  S. 
Culver,  on  the  forenoon  of  Wednesday,  January  the  10th,  to  examine 
all  applicants  for  admission.  Diplomas  will  be  granted  to  all  who  pass 
a  satisfactory  examination  before  the  Board  of  Censors. 

Hoping  this  will  meet  your  approval,  we  remain 

L.  F.  Case,  M.  D.,  Cor.  Secretary. 

E.  M.  Morehouse,  M.  D.,  President. 

N.  S.  Culver,  M.  D.,  Rec.  Secretary. 


THE  NEW  YORK  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  ADMIT- 
TING FEMALE  DOCTORS. 

Our  readers  will  be  somewhat  surprised  at  the  wonderful  change 
that  has  come  over  our  old  school  brethren  on  the  question  of  female 
medical  education,  and  the  consequent  recognition  of  female  physi- 
cians. Notwithstanding  all  the  vituperation  and  insult  which  was 
brought  to  bear  against  those  resolute  ladies  who  were  pioneers  in 
this  matter,  we  now  see  the  opposition  yielding  as  gracefully  to 
inevitable  destiny  as  though  this  measure  had  met  the  concurrence 
of  the  old  school  from  the  beginning. 

Listen,  for  instance,  to  the  following  remarks  of  Dr.  A.  Jacobi 
President  of  the  New  York  County  Medical  Society,  in  his  annual 
address  delivered  on  the  4th  of  December.    The  doctor  is  reported 
by  the  Medical  Record  to  have  said  : 

"  Concerning  our  recent  admissions  I  have  another  remark  to  offer- 
It  is  not  a  small  satisfaction  to  me  that,  in  this  year  of  my  presidency, 
one  of  the  most  urgent  questions  of  the  day  should  have  been 
quietly  and  noiselessly  answered.  The  admission  of  females  into  the 
ranks  of  the  medical  profession,  or  rather — as  their  obtaining  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  is  a  matter  belonging  to  chartering  legislatures,  and 
their  obtaining  a  practice  depends  on  the  choice  or  prejudice  of  the 
public — into  the  existing  medical  societies,  has  been  decided  by  you 
by  a  simple  vote,  not  attended  either  by  the  hisses  and  clamors  of 
excited  young  men  in  medical  schools,  or  by  the  contusion  and 
derogations  of  the  meetings  of  a  medical  association.  I  think  we  can 
say  that  our  action  has  finally  settled  a  question  the  importance  of 
which  was  recognized  by  everybody.  The  vote  of  the  largest  society 
of  the  kind  in  the  Empire  State,  and  I  believe  in  the  Union,  will  have 
the  effect  of  soothing  the  passions  and  levelling  prejudices  in  the  cir- 
cles of  the  army  of  medical  men,  forty .  thousand  strong,  in  the 
United  States,  and  of  raising  us  in  this  respect  to  the  standard  of 
European  countries.    Even  the  conservative  seat  of  learning,  Edin- 
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burgh,  has  admitted  women  to  medical  studies,  Paris  has  turned  out 
a  woman  doctor  of  medicine,  who  will  prove,  I  hope,  none  of  the 
least  ornaments  of  this  Society,  the  profession  of  this  city,  and  our 
common  country.  Russia  can  boast  already  of  her  Kaschewarowa, 
and  will  within  two  years  permit  any  well-educated  and  sufficiently- 
prepared  woman  to  enter  the  halls  of  medical  learning ;  and  Switzer- 
land, little  but  republican  Switzerland,  enjoys  in  its  University  of 
Zurich  the  presence  of  dozens  of  female  medical  students.  I  say 
1  enjoys,'  for  it  has  been  a  matter  of  public  congratulation  on  the 
part  of  the  professors  of  that  institution  that,  since  the  admission  of 
the  females,  not  only  has  the  University  gained  a  number  of  hard- 
working and  successful  students,  but  that,  besides,  the  general  bear- 
ing of  the  students  of  the  stronger  sex  has  been  more  quiet,  sedate, 
moral,  and  studious. 

"The  question  whether  females  will  be  admitted  to  the  study  of 
medicine  in  the  existing  medical  schools  in  our  country,  will  be  solved 
in  time.  It  appears  improbable,  for  several  reasons,  for  the  present. 
The  standard  of  many  of  the  young  men  entering  upon  the  study  of 
medicine,  as  far  as  preparatory  studies  are  concerned,  is  so  little 
elevated,  that  the  schools  will  not  lack  sufficient  numbers  of  students  ; 
for  it  is  true  that  ours  is  one  of  the  liberal  professions  in  the  Union 
which  do  not  consider  the  previous  acquisition  of  a  classical  or  liter- 
ary education  a  conditio  sine  qua  non.  And  further,  as  long  as  new 
institutions,  worthy  and  unworthy  ones,  male  and  female,  are  daily 
chartered  upon  the  recommendation  of  lay  members  of  State 
legislatures,  the  increase  in  number  of  special  colleges  for  females  can 
be  continued  ad  infinitum.  Thus  it  may  happen  that,  for  some  time 
to  come,  this  question  of  admitting  females  to  our  medical  schools 
for  male  students  will  not  be  very  eagerly  ventilated,  as  its  practical 
necessity  may,  to  many  of  us,  not  be  very  obvious.  Still  let  it  not 
be  forgotten  in  the  history  of  this  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of 
Is!  ew  York,  that  we  have  opened  our  doors  to  worthy  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  male  or  female,  white  or  colored,  and  thus  granted 
reality  to  the  gospel  of  American  citizenship,  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  according  to  which  we  are  all  free  and  equal." 

If  this  is  not  accepting  the  situation  gracefully,  then  we  are  no 
judges.    Verily  the  world  moves ! 

The  Fate  of  Indian  Doctors- — The  practice  of  medicine  among 
the  Indian  nations  leads  to  as  unpleasant  consequences  as  those  we 
recently  referred  to  as  having  happened  to  a  physcian  in  Egypt.  Indian 
Joe,  a  Piute  medicine-man,  well  known  among  the  whites,  having 
failed  to  restore  to  health  two  sick  Indians,  was  stoned  to  death  by  his 
tribe. 

The  Cholera. — The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  is  dimin- 
ishing in  St.  Petersburg,  Konigsberg,  and  Dantzic,  but  increasing  in 
Constantinople  and  Elbing. 
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Diploma  Forgery  in  England. — It  would  appear  that  a  traffic 
in  diplomas,  even  more  dishonest  than  the  traffic  in  degrees  "  in  Ab- 
sentia," is  going  on  in  England.  The  British  Medical  Journal  gives 
a  narrative  of  circumstances  which  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  the 
affair,  and  illustrates  the  impossibility  under  English  law  of  obtaining 
anything  like  protection  for  public  life  and  limb.  A  stationer  in  IIol- 
born  was  applied  to,  to  insert  in  a  form  of  diploma  the  name  of  the 
person  who  handed  it  to  him.  The  diploma  was  from  New  York 
and  was  duly  attested  by  the  names  of  the  examiners  and  the  college 
seal.  The  stationer,  when  the  customer  had  departed,  suspected  that 
the  parchment  was  not  all  right,  took  it  to  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
where,  on  further  inspection,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  names  of 
the  examiners  were  all  forged  by  facsimile  lithography.  After  un- 
ceasing efforts  to  arouse  some  action  on  the  part  of  diplomatists  and 
the  law,  Mr.  Trimmer  was  at  length  .obliged  to  get  the  document 
photographed  as  the  only  protection  possible  against  the  carrying 
out  of  the  fraud. — Medical  Press  and  Circular. 

College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Ontario. — A  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  College  was  held  in  this  city  on 
the  21st  ult.,  Dr.  Thomas  Pyne  in  the  chair.  Several  important  mat- 
ters were  discussed,  and  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
carried : — 

Moved  by  Dr.  Covernton,  seconded  by  Dr.  Hamilton — "That  after 
an  exposition  of  the  views  of  Drs.  Campbell,  Adams  and  Hopkins, 
Homoeopathic  and  Eclectic  members  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
relating  to  the  concessions  they  insist  upon  with  the  threatened 
alternative  of  an  appeal  to  the  Legislature,  the  territorial  representa- 
tives of  the  Colleges  and  Universities,  also  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  do  not,  upon  careful  consideration,  think  that  the  power 
of  changing  a  decision  arrived  at  by  the  Council  rests  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee;  but  in  evidence  of  their  desire  to  do  justice  in 
the  premises  they  are  willing  to  petition  for  a  convention  of  the 
Council  within  three  weeks  from  the  date  of  this  meeting,  and  to 
request  the  President  to  convene  the  Council  within  a  week  from  the 
present  time." 

The  meeting,  which  was  held  witb  closed  doors,  was  then  ad- 
journed.—  Canada  Lancet,  Dec,  1871. 

References  to  Journals. — We  feel  certain  that  we  are  giving 
expression  to  the  feelings  of  a  large  majority  of  readers  of  medical 
periodicals  when  we  venture  to  condemn  the  constant  practice  of 
omitting  the  dates  of  issues  of  journals  from  which  extracts  are  made 
in  the  departments  for  abstracts  or  selected  articles.  It  is,  no  doubt, 
sufficient  acknowledgment  of  the  journal  whose  matter  is  thus  used 
that  its  name  be  given;  but  for  the  convenience  of  the  render,  and 
the  value  of  the  journal  thus  appropriating,  there  should  also  be 
added  the  date  of  the  issue  from  which  the  abstract  is  made.  This  in 
the  majority  of  instances  is  quite  possible,  and  we  are  certain  that  the 
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additional  value  which  would  attach  to  the  journal  quoting  would 
amply  compensate  for  the  slight  additional  trouble  involved  in  thus 
completing  the  reference. 

It  has  been  our  own  custom  thus  to  include  in  references  the  dates 
of  issue  of  the  journal  from  which  an  abstract  is  made,  as  well  as  to 
give,  when  possible,  the  dates  of  intermediate  journals  when  the 
selection  is  not  made  directly  from  the  journal  in  which  it  first  ap- 
peared; but  the  omission  of  such  date  by  an  intermediate  journal 
often  makes  it  impossible  to  .secure  entire  completeness  in  this  re- 
spect.*— Med.  Times,  Dec,  1871. 

*  We  fully  concur  in  the  sentiment  of  the  above. — Ed.  Ecl.  Med.  Rev. 

Medical  Students  Abroad. — The  following  is  given  by  the  Brit- 
ish Medical  Journal  as  tthe  number  of  new  entrees  and  total  num- 
ber of  students  registered  at  the  London  Hospitals  : 

New  entrees.    Total  students. 


1.  University  College  -                 88  271 

2.  Guy's  Hospital          -  -            86  328 

3.  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  -       81  255 

4.  St.  Thomas'              "  -            58  145 

5.  King's  College          -  -           43  121 

6.  London  Hospital  29  99 

7.  St.  George's  Hospital  22  85 

8.  St.  Mary's         "  -          -      21  61 

9.  Middlesex         "  ■     19  40 

10.  Charing-Cross   "  11  40 

11.  Westminster     "  -            10  23 

Total       -       -  .  -       -     468  1,468 


In  Vienna  during  the  winter  semester  of  the  academical  year 
1870-71  there  were  1,653  students  of  medicine,  and  during  the  past 
summer  semester  there  were  1,460. 

We  have  as  yet  seen  no  announcement  of  the  number  of  students 
in  Vienna  during  the  present  winter, — the  registration  is,  perhaps, 
not  yet  complete ;  but  the  medical  faculty  is  announced  (  Wien.  Med. 
Pr.,  October  8)  as  composed  of  133  "kollegien,"  19  ordinary  and  20 
extraordinary  professors,  and  8  privat-docenten. — Med.  Times,  Dec, 
1871. 

Soda  Mint. — The  very  popular  "  soda  mint,"  so  much  employed 
as  an  antacid  and  carminative  for  over-fed  infants  and  dyspeptics,  was 
originally  a  favorite  prescription  of  Dr.  George  Norris,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. His  formula  was  the  following  :  tjL  Sodte  Bicarb.,  1  ss.; 
Spt.  ammon.  aromat.,  |j.;  aqua?  menthse  piperi  Oj.  M. — Dose:  from  a 
dessertspoonful  to  a  table-spoonful  for  adults;  from  half  to  one  tea- 
spoonful  for  infants. — Journal  of  Pharmacy. 
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Russian  Physicians. — There  are  in  Russia  10,799  physicians.  Of 
this  number  6,113  hold  public  appointments,  and  4,686  confine  them- 
selves to  private  practice.  This  gives  only  about  one  doctor  to  7,812 
of  the  inhabitants!  basing  the  calculation  on  most  the  recent  returns 
of  the  population.  In  many  districts  in  Russia  there  is  no  doctor  within 
less  than  a  day's  journey. —  The  Medical  Record. 

European  Statistics. — In  the  foundling  hospital  at  Lyons  and 
Parthenay,  where  the  children  are  principally  suckled,  there  is  re- 
spective mortality  of  33  and  35  per  cent.  In  Paris,  Rheims,  and 
Aix,  artificial  feeding  is  mainly  resorted  to,  and  there  is  a  death-rate 
of  50,  63,  and  80  per  cent. 

According  to  a  recent  German  author,  34  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Europe  is  below  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  only  4  8  per  cent, 
between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  sixty,  or  the  period  of  activity,  i.  e., 
one-half  the  population  are  consumers  only. —  The  Medical  Record. 

Morality  Abroad. — The  Lancet,  in  an  article  of  which  the 
Bowlsby  case  is  made  the  text,  says  it  is  probable  that  the  procuring 
of  abortion  is  as  much  a  trade  in  London  as  in  New  York,  and  that 
the  difference  in  favor  of  the  former  place  is  only  in  the  smaller  degree 
of  publicity  that  is  given  to  the  nature  of  the  business. — New  York 
Med.  Jour. 

Women-Students  of  Chemistry. — At  the  conclusion  of  his  inau- 
gural address,  says  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  the  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  Newcastle,  Mr.  A.  Friere-Marreco,  stated,  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  Prof.  Herschell,  that  they  were  prepared  to  receive  lady- 
students  on  exactly  the  same  footing  as  other  students. 

Appointment. — Dr.  R.  D.  Murray,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  received 
the  appointment  of  surgeon  and  microscopist  on  the  U.  S.  survey 
steamer,  A.  D.  Bache,  recently  built,  and  which  will  be  stationed  at 
Key  West,  Florida.  '  An  important  position,  which  we  believe  will 
be  creditably  filled  by  Dr.  Murray. — Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 

Horse  and  Dog's  Flesh. — One  who  had  experience  during  the 
siege  of  Paris  says: 

Horse  flesh  "looks  and  tastes  exactly  like  beef,  and  not  only  with 
difficulty  can  be  distinguished  from  it,  but  is  in  fact  preferable  to  it. 
It  is  better,  however,  the  same  as  cat  meat,  to  put  it  in  pickle  for 
thirty-six  hours."  Dog  meat,  when  properly  prepared,  resembles 
mutton  and  even  deer.    Dog  cotelettes  and  dog  filet  are  preferred. 

Birthplace  of  Cholera. — An  English  army  surgeon,  writing  to 
the  London  Times,  traces  the  supposed  impending  visit  of  cholera  to 
a  "  monster  religious  meeting  "  on  the  Ganges.  He  says  that  he  was  in 
one  of  the  worst  cholera  districts  in  India,  in  the  year  1867., 
Preparations  were  then  making  for  a  gathering  at  Hurdwar,  on  the 
Gauges.    The  medical  officers  of  the  army  warned  the  Government 
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of  the  danger  of  such  an  assemblage.  The  authorities  could  not,  or 
would  not  interfere.  The  multitude  assembled,  in  number  about 
300,000.  In  forty-eight  hours  after  the  gathering  the  cholera  broke 
out  among  them.  The  multitude,  panic-stricken,  scattered,  north, 
south,  east  and  west,  carrying  the  seeds  of  the  disease  with  them. 
From  this  beginning,  and  not  from  Persia,  this  writer  contends  the 
cholera  is  spreading.  Persia  received  its  infection  from  the  assemblage 
on  the  Ganges.  The  writer  says  that  these  monster  meetings  are 
held  at  stated  times.  If  some  one  could  furnish  data  by  which  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  "  meetings  "  and  the  outbreaks  of  cholera 
occur  in  the  same  year,  the  case  might  be  made  out. — Medical  and 
Surgical  Reporter. 

Coxo-Femoral  Disarticulation. — According  to  the  Medical 
Record  of  October  2,  the  first  regular  coxo-femoral  disarticulation  was 
probably  made  by  Kerr,  of  Northampton,  England,  in'  1774,  and  was 
for  hip-joint  disease,  or  coxalgia,  on  a  little  consumptive  girl,  who 
lived  to  the  -eighteenth  day  after  it. 

A  Young  Mother. — Dr.  Haining  reports  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal  for  October  28,  the  case  of  a  young  girl  who  became  a 
mother  at  the  early  age  of  twelve  years. 

A  Lesson  for  the  Day. — The  sympathetic  influence  of  the  outcries 
of  labor  upon  pregnant  women  is  well  known.  In  lying-in  hospitals 
it  is  not  unusual  for  one  noisy  patient  to  bring  down  several  others. 
Even  old  nurses,  long  past  the  climacteric,  will  hold  their  breath  and 
bear  down  in  sympathy  with  the  expulsive  pains.  Stock-breeders 
have  to  guard  against  this  tendency,  for  sometimes  a  whole  herd  will 
abort  after  one  of  their  number  has  dropped  her  calf. — Medical 
Times. 

Sixteen  Japanese  students  have  matriculated  this  year  in  the  Uni 
versity  of  Berlin.  Most  of  them  are  attending  the  medical  classes; 
some  are  students  of  jurisprudence  and  natural  science. 

Mortality  from  Smallpox. — The  number  of  deaths  from  smallpox 
in  Philadelphia  during  the  weeks  ending  December  16  and  23  were, 
respectively,  211  and  228,  267  of  which  were  of  minors. — Me 
Times. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  smallpox  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
weeks  ending  December  2  and  9  were  432,  of  which  259  were  of 
minors. 

The  Number  of  Doctors. — In  Russia  there  is  one  doctor  to  every 
17,800  inhabitants  ;  in  Prussia,  one  to  every  3,100 ;  in  France,  one  to 
every  2,600;  in  Great  Britain,  one  to  every  2,500  ;  in  Italy,  one  to  every 
2,200  ;  in  Holstein,  one  to  every  2,100  ;  and  in  Hamburg,  one  to  every 
1,230.—  Good  Health,  November,  1871. 
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Portable  Mixtures. — A  new  method  of  administering  medicines 
lias  been  proposed  in  Sweden,  and  has  come  into  extensive  use  in 
France  in  consequence  of  the  advantages  which  it  possesses.  It  is 
the  employment  of  gelatine  as  a  vehicle,  of  which  Professor  Almen, 
of  Upsala,  is  the  initiator.  Six  grammes  of  gelatine  are  dissolved  in 
warm  water,  and  the  desired  medicine  is  added  to  the  solution,  which 
is  then  turned  out  on  a  glass  plate  to  solidify,  evaporate,  and  dry. 
This  mass,  which  is  about  as  thick  as  paper,  is  then  divided  into 
squares  of  such  size  as  to  contain  the  proper  dose  of  the  medicine.  A 
slight  addition  of  glycerine  makes  this  preparation  tough  and  flexible 
as  paper.  Insoluble  agents  are  added  to  the  gelatine  solution  by  a 
thick  emulsion  of  gum  or  tragacanth. 

Morphia,  emetics,  acetate  of  lead,  sulphate  of  copper,  extracts  of 
opium  and  belladonna,  and  powders  of  digitalis  and  camphor  are  thus 
easily  kept  ready  in  a  portable  form  and  administered  when  neces- 
sary.— Medical  Press  and  Circular. 

Poisoned  Gloves. — An  English  medical  journal  publishes  a  warn- 
ing against  the  wearing  of  green  kid  gloves.  It  has  been  observed 
in  several  cases  that  the  hands  of  those  wearing  gloves  of  this  color 
soon  become  covered  with  an  eruption  which  physicians  find  hard  to 
cure,  as  the  poison  seems  to  enter  the  system.  Upon  analysis,  it  has 
been  found  that  the  green  used  for  dyeing  the  kid  contains  arsenic. 
Though  not  all  the  green  kid  gloves  in  the  market  are  so  dyed,  it  is 
nevertheless  safer  to  wear  others  of  a  less  bright  and  less  dangerous 
color. 

Metal  Castings. — The  most  wonderful  castings  of  iron  and  bronze 
are  made  by  using  models  of  wax.  These  are  imbedded  in  moulds 
made  of  fine  ground  earth,  which  are  then  heated  red-hot.  The 
mould  is  baked,  the  wax  disappears,  and  the  metal,  when  poured  in, 
exactly  takes  its  place.  The  wax  model  is  often  made  in  a  gelatine 
mould,  which,  being  very  elastic,  will  slip  off  the  original  object 
which  is  to  be  copied  into  metal. — Exchange  and  American  Artisati. 

Heroic  Medical  Students. — It  is  worthy  of  record  that  the  fine 
old  cathedral  of  Notre-Dame  was  saved  only  by  the  courage  and  per- 
severance of  a  handful  of  medical  students  from  the  Hotel  Dieu,  who 
frustrated  the  incendiary  efforts  of  the  Communists. 

Use  of  Iodoform. — The  use  of  this  compound,  first  brought  promi- 
nently into  notice  by  Bouchardat,  is  now  employed  extensively,  not 
only  for  glandular  enlargements,  but,  also,  owing  to  its  anaesthetic 
properties,  in  skin  diseases  accompanied  with  intense  pruritus.  Its 
orlor  is  much  more  agreeable  than  that  of  chloroform,  resembling  that 
of  saffron.  Moretin  and  Humbert  recommend  it  for  internal  use  as 
possessing  all  the  advantages  of  iodine,  of  which  it  contains  90  per 
cent.,  without  any  of  its  inconveniences.  It  exe  -cises  upon  the 
sphincters  a  local  anaesthetic  effect  so  powerful,  that  defecation  is 
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sometimes  performed  unconsciously  after  its  use ;  it  therefore  forms 
an  admirable  suppository  in  cases  of  haemorrhoids,  etc.  Moutre's 
formula  is,  iodoform,  powdered,  20  grains  ;  cocoa  batter,  one  ounce ; 
melt,  mix,  and  divide  into  six  suppositories.  For  frictions,  the  oint- 
ment is  used  in  the  strength  of  one  drachm  to  the  ounce  of  simple 
ointment. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 

Mortality  of  Philadelphia. — The  following  reports  are  con- 
densed from  the  records  at  the  Health  Office  : 

For  the  week  ending 
Dec.  16.    Dec.  23. 


Consumption,          -          -          -          -          -44  51 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs,       -  45  62 

Diseases  of  Brain  and  Nervous  System,      -  49  58 

Diseases  of  Organs  of  Circulation,  -          -  8  16 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs,  -          -  27  17 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-Urinary  Organs,     -  6  10 

Zymotic  Diseases,    -          -          -          -          -  234  254 

Cancer,        -          -          -          -  9  4 

Casualties,    -          -         -          -          -          -  13  10 

Debility,      ------  20  24 

Intemperance,         -          -          -  4  0 

Malformation,  0  1 

Neglect,       ------  l  o 

Old  Age,      ------  14  12 

Poisoning,  1  1 

Stillborn,      -          -          -          -          -          -  23  16 

Scrofula,      ------  2  2 

Suicide,        ------  0  2 

Syphilis,       ------  0  1 

Tumors,  1  1 

Un  classifiable,         -          -          -          -  8  10 

Unknown,    ------3  2 


Totals,  -  -  -  -  -   512  554 


Adults,  -  -  -  -  -  -   238  283 

Minors,  -  -  -  -  -  -   274  271 


[Medical  Times. 

Iron  Paper — the  Thinnest  Yet. — The  Upper  Forest  Tin- Works, 
near  Swansea,  England,  have  capped  the  climax  of  thin  paper.  They 
have  produced  a  sheet,  10x5j  inches,  weighing  20  grains,  which  is 
but  16  grains  for  44  surface  inches,  and  it  requires  4,800  placed  side 
by  side  to  make  one  inch  in  thickness.  This  stands  on  record  as  the 
thinnest  sheet  of  iron  ever  rolled.  The  thinnest  sheet  of  tissue-paper 
to  be  purchased  measures  the  1200th  part  of  an  inch — 4  times  as  thick 
as  this. 
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Barbarity. — A  number  of  medical  students  have  been  shot  in 
Havana  for  desecrating  the  grave  of  Gonzalo  Castanon.  The  punish- 
ment seems  out  of  all  proportion  severe  for  the  offence. 

Bogus  Degrees. — The  Pharmacist  for  October  has  a  short  edito- 
rial upon  the  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Associ- 
ation, from  which  we  take  the  following  : 

"  A  delegation  from  the  University  of  Michigan  presented  itself  for 
admission,  as  representing  a  college  of  pharmacy.  It  being  shown 
that  the  University  confers  the  degree  of  i  Pharmaceutical  Chemist 1 
upon  young  men  who  have  had  no  experience  whatever  in  the  drug 
business,  and  who,  consequently,  have  no  knowledge  fitting  them  for 
such  a  title,  the  application  was  rejected.'' 

The  Missouri  Dental  Journal  adds  the  following  :  "  We  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  charge  here  made  against  the  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, £.6.,  that  it  confers  degrees  upon  young  men  who  have  no 
knowledge  fitting  them  for  such  a  title. 

"  This  body  of  men,  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  from  Canada,  and  we  believe  a  few  from  the  Old  World,  were 
not  actuated  by  any  petty  jealousy  or  other  improper  motives,  in  re- 
fusing to  admit  the  delegation  from  the  Michigan  University. 

44  We  are  glad  that  notice  is  being  taken  of  the  practice  so  prevalent 
in  many  institutions  of  learning,  of  conferring  degrees  upon  those  who 
are  totally  unfitted  to  occupy  a  place  in  the  profession  or  calling,  into 
which  they  are  unceremoniously  inducted  by  some  institution,  which 
has  the  power  conferred  upon  it  by  some  legislative  enacment  of  con- 
ferring degrees. 

"  If  public  opinion  is  directed  to  this  subject,  as  it  should  be,  how 
long  will  it  be  before  diplomas  from  such  institutions  will  be  a  dis- 
grace to  any  one  who  is  unfortunate  enough  to  have  one  in  his  posses- 
sion ?  A  diploma  at  this  day,  from  any  institution  which  has  not 
been  gained  by  attendance  faithfully  given  to  the  prescribed  course  of 
study,  is  no  recommendation  to  the  one  who  possesses  it,  and  it  is  far 
from  being  a  credit  to  the  institution  which  sells  it.  If  we  do  not 
misinterpret  the  signs  of  the  times,  diplomas  of  that  kind  w  ill  not  be 
exhibited  as  ornaments  in  offices  much  longer,  but  will  be  quietly 
stowed  away  where  they  will  not  be  so  liable  to  suggest  troublesome 
interrogatories. 

Life  Insurance. — The  onward  march  of  improvement,  as~evident 
in  the  great  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  this  modern* Athens 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  has  been  frequently  alluded  to. 
Boston  has  increased  in  wealth,  population,  and  everything  that  goes 
to  make  a  great  and  influential  city.  During  that  period  faithful 
scribes  have  carefully  noted  passing  events,  and,  when  improvements 
have  taken  place,  gathered  the  facts  and  published  them  to  the  world. 
Among  the  later  improvements  which  we  have  noticed  with  pleasure, 
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and  which  the  Eclectic  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York  must 
regard  with  pride,  are  the  fine  headquarters  of  their  Massachusetts 
General  Agency  at  106  Washington  Street,  which  are  fitted  up  in  a 
manner  to  combine  comfort  with  neatness  and  economy ;  and  not 
only  to  show  that  its  managers  are  wide  awake  and  determined  to 
keep  pace  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  but  that  this  agency  is  enjoying 
a  very  gratifying  season  of  prosperity  under  the  excellent  business 
management  of  Mr.  Louis  W.  Burnham,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  company  in  this  capacity  since  its  organization.  Mr.  B.  is  a 
careful  student  of  life  insurance,  and  is  an  able  exponent  of  its  some- 
what intricate  principles.  The  uninsured  may  feel  safe  in  his  hands, 
as  he  will  in  all  cases  give  a  proper  presentation  of  facts. 

One  of  the  most  notable  improvements  in  connection  with  this 
Boston  agency,  and  one  which  first  arrests  the  attention  of  the  stran- 
ger, is  the  decoration  of  the  front  of  the  building  with  a  magnificent 
new  V-shape  sign,  nearly  ten  feet  high,  painted  in  an  artistic  manner 
and  with  good  taste  by  Mr.  Edward  L.  Smith  of  this  city.  The 
ground  for  lettering  is  of  gilt,  and  in  the  centre  is  a  fine  oil-painting 
representing  the  favorite  device  of  the  company, — a  light  house  on  a 
rock-bound  coast,  shedding  its  cheerful  rays  far  out  upon  the  troubled 
waters,  wThile  the  ship  of  life  outrides  the  breakers  in  safety. 

The  Company  has  certainly  chosen  an  excellent  and  very  suggestive 
device.  That  the  Eclectc  is  in  all  respects  a  safe,  well-managed 
company,  which  possesses  positive  advantages  over  many  others,  we 
have  the  best  assurance  from  a  personal  examination  of  their  private 
books  and  manner  of  conducting  business.  That  the  principle  of  life 
insurance  is  a  safe  one,  needs  no  argument  at  this  late  day.  Our 
keenest  financiers  are  the  heaviest  policy-holders.  The  Eclectic  fur- 
nishes insurance  on  all  plans  approved  by  general  experience,  and,  as 
indicated  by  its  name,  "  Eclectic,"  is  prepared  to  adopt  any  new  and 
valuable  features  that  would  prove  of  benefit  to  policy-holders,  or  the 
general  interests  of  the  company. 

They  have  adopted  the  cash  plan  for  premiums,  dividends,  and 
losses.  They  insure  lives  at  the  lowest  rates  consistent  with  perfect 
and  continued  safety.  Annually-increasing  cash  dividends  are  pay- 
able on  the  first  and  each  succeeding  anniversary  of  the  policy.  All 
policies  are  interchangeable,  incontestable,  and  absolutely  non-forfeit- 
able  after  the  first  year.  The  benefits  of  the  Massachusetts  non-for- 
feiture law  are  guaranteed  in  each  policy. 

No  restrictions  on  travel  or  residence,  unless  the  latter  be  tropical. 
Women,  officers  of  the  army  or  navy,  employes  on  railways,  steam- 
ships, etc.,  are  insured  without  extra  rates.  A  cash  surrender  value 
after  two  annual  payments  is  provided  for.  The  Eclectic  has  $1.43 
in  Assets  for  $1.00  of  Liabilities,  and  has  issued  5,600  policies,  insur- 
ing over  $11,000,000  during  the  three  years  the  company  has  been  in 
existence.  Mass.  general  agency,  106  Washington  Street,  Boston. 
Louis  W.  Burnham,  manager. — Boston  Daily  News. 


AMERICAN 

ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  REVIEW; 

^  MONTHLY  RECORD   OF  MEDICINE 

AND 

THE  COLLATERAL  SCIENCES. 


Vol.  VII.  FEBRUARY,  1872.  No.  8. 


OKIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

CANCEROUS  AFFECTIONS. 

BY  O.  E.  NEWTON,  M.D.,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

(Continued  from  page  312.) 

I  will  now  proceed  to  answer  the  question  so  frequently  asked 
— 11  Can  cancer  be  cured  f  " 

Having  made  a  brief  reference  to  cancerous  disease,  in  the 
early  as  well  as  the  advanced  stages,  I  now  state  the  reasons  for 
asserting  that  cancer  can  be  cured. 

Cancer  has  its  origin  in  the  local  disturbance  of  the  cellular 
tissue,  forming  a  distinct  diseased  cellular  action,  recognized  by 
the  microscope  to  be  cancerous, — that,  too,  in  parts  of  the  body 
that  were  a  short  time  before  in  a  healthy  state ;  and  the  micro- 
scope has  never  revealed  any  cancerous  matter  in  the  blood  of 
those  persons  affected  with  incipient  cancer  who  have  died  from 
other  causes.  These  facts,  together  with  the  additional  fact,  that 
only  when  suppuration  or  softening  of  the  affected  tissue  has 
occurred  is  there  shown  any  signs  of  a  poisoned  condition  of  the 
fluids,  prove  conclusively  that  cancer  is  local  in  the  beginning. 
This  proposition  has  been  so  plainly  proven  by  microscopic  ex- 

[Errata. — On  page  312,  sixth  line  from  top,  read  "  elementary  "  for  "  ali- 
mentary."— Editor.] 
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aminations  of  cases  during  treatment  and  after  death,  that  it  can 
hardly  be  questioned.  It  is  true,  that  cases  are  reported  to  have 
occurred  having  the  appearance  of  some  general  primitive  cancer- 
ous development  from  the  beginning ;  but  such  cases  are  rare  and 
of  doubtful  authenticity.  But  if  such  a  case  has  ever  occurred, 
it  could  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that  the  whole  tissues  were 
so  changed  as  to  eventually  establish  a  general  cancerous  deposit 
in  the  cellular  tissue. 

Pathologists  agree  as  to  the  metamorphosing  character  of  dis- 
eased action,  so  as  to  allow  a  complete  change  of  the  original 
type — thus  accounting  for  this  apparent  general  constitutional 
cancerous  condition.  Benign  abnormal  action  in  a  syphilitic  or 
scrofulous  ulcer  can  be  changed  into  malignant  action. 

It  has  been  my  custom  to  examine  most  carefully  every  patient 
that  came  to  me  for  advice ;  and  the  examination  has  generally 
been  carried  on  until  the  patient,  if  an  intelligent  one,  would  be 
able  to  refer  to  some  fact,  or  local  cause,  that  satisfied  me  that  the 
patient  had  at  some  previous  period  been  the  subject  of  a  local 
injury  sufficient  to  distort  the  natural  action  of  the  cellular  tissue 
of  the  part  affected, — as,  for  instance,  if  in  the  scirrhus  mammary 
gland  the  pressure  by  the  whalebone,  or  an  accidental  blow,  or 
other  injury,  was  generally  admitted  or  referred  to.  In  the 
epithelioma,  by  the  pipe  or  cigar,  or  the  crack,  as  often  called  of 
the  lip,  or  some  other  form  of  injury,  was  the  exciting  cause. 

The  fungoid  form  may  be  traced  to  a  deep-seated  boil,  carbun- 
cle, or  accidental  injury  to  the  part  leaving  an  obstructed  circu- 
lation of  the  original  part  affected.  The  scirrhus  or  hsematodes 
upon  the  tibia  was  once  an  advanced  ulcer — or  the  first  beginning 
was  owing  to  some  violent  injury  that  did  not  heal  up  at  the  time 
without  leaving  a  hard  lump,  etc., — osteo  sarcoma,  from  a  blow  or 
injury  to  the  bone. 

Taking  the  position  that  cancerous  diseases  are  local  in  their 
early  stage,  I  will  now  give  the  principle  that  has  been  applied 
whenever  a  case  has  been  cured,  and  the  manner  in  which  further 
efforts  to  cure  should  be  conducted  by  the  true  and  honest  medi- 
cal investigator.  This  will  eventually  lead  to  such  general  suc- 
cess as  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  patient  and  the  profession. 

First.  It  is  necessary  to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
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the  origin,  progress,  and  nature  of  each  class  of  these  diseases,  to 
find  out  the  different  remedies  and  their  different  strength,  which, 
when  applied,  will  fully  disorganize  and  separate  the  diseased 
mass  from  the  healthy  tissues  underneath,  and  set  up  a  normal 
action  of  the  locality  previously  affected, — selecting  such  agents 
as,  when  properly  applied,  will  not  inflame  cellular  tissue  in  an 
aggravated  manner,  and  thus  prevent  healthy  adjunct  cellular  tis- 
sue from  taking  on  a  cancerous  condition.  To  meet  these  require- 
ments, the  temperament  and  inflammatory  disposition  of  the 
patient  is  to  be  carefully  considered,  as  it  will  be  found  that 
double  the  quantity  of  what  would  be  admissible  in  one,  should 
or  could  be  used  in  another.  The  object  is  to  fully  destroy  the 
morbid  or  diseased  action  of  the  cellular  tissue,  then  to  produce 
suppuration,  with  a  view  of  separating  the  part  disorganized  from 
the  healthy  surface  underneath  ;  that  being  done,  the  healing 
process  by  suppuration,  is  to  be  continued  by  using  mild  stimu- 
lating dressings,  until  the  part  is  healed,  keeping  the  edges  of 
the  sore  soft,  and  healing  to  the  centre  from  the  edges.  The  ap- 
plication to  all  parts  that  are  upon  the  cutaneous  surface,  relied 
upon  by  myself,  has  generally  been  the  chloride  zinc  paste,  pre 
pared  as  follows : 

Chloride  Zinc,  3  ij. 

Pulv.  Hydrastis,  3  i. 

Sulph.  Morph.,  grs.  iv. 

Water  sufficient  to  make  paste. 

This  is  used  in  such  quantities  and  strength  as  will  destroy 
slowly  the  diseased  tissue,  and  produce  the  least  possible  adjacent 
inflammation.  This  must  be  continued  until  the  diseased  cellular 
organization  is  fully  and  thoroughly  disorganized.  If  the  in- 
flammation runs  too  high,  showing  a  disposition  to  produce  adja- 
cent induration,  this  tendency  should  be  met  by  the  use  of  a 
soothing  ulmus  fulva  poultice,  mixed  with  an  aqueous  solution  of 
sulphate  of  morphia,  applied  often  enough  to  prevent  the  edges 
of  the  sore  from  being  irritated  by  the  plaster  becoming  hard ; 
and  if  satisfied  that  the  original  diseased  tissue  is  now  sufficiently 
disorganized  preparatory  to  sloughing  the  same,  I  then  use  an 
ointment  prepared  as  follows ; 
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Simple  cerate,  two  parts ;  one  part  comp.  zinc  ointment,  to 
which  is  added  sulph.  morph.,  grs.  iv.  to  the  ounce,  mixed  thor- 
oughly. 

The  swelling  or  inflammation  being  removed  with  this  oint- 
ment and  the  poultice,  I  then  use — for  the  purpose  of  suppurat- 
ing the  slough — the  following : 

Mild  Zinc  Oint,  )  _.  _  . 
Simple  Cerate,  J  aa  3  1SS* 
Sulphate  Morphia,  grs.  x. 

m. 

Spread  very  thinly  upon  old  smooth  cotton  shirting,  and  apply 
three  times  per  day,  until  the  slough  is  removed  ;  then  the  oint- 
ment is  made  of  a  milder  nature,  by  reducing  the  quantities  of 
the  mild  zinc  one  half,  continuing  the  simple  cerate  and  mor- 
phia in  the  same  proportion  as  at  first.  If  the  granulation  is 
rather  full  or  uneven,  the  surfaces  may  be  touched  with  equal 
parts  of  tincture  of  chloride  of  iron  and  water,  with  a  camel's- 
hair  brush.  If  this  is  not  strong  enough  to  break  them  down, 
I  use  the  tincture  pure.  In  other  cases  I  have  used  equal 
parts  carbolic  acid  and  water,  applied  once  per  day,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  dressing  of  the  poultice.  Each  dressing  is  to  be  cov- 
ered with  very  narrow  strips  of  adhesive  plaster,  the  great  object 
being  to  keep  the  sore  soft,  and  to  heal  it  slowly,  that  the  suppura- 
tion may  draw  away  all  cancerous  organization  and  inflammation 
from  the  adjacent  structure. 

The  above  treatment,  though  sometimes  varied  as  the  peculiar 
locality  affected,  or  the  temperament  of  the  patient  indicates, 
refers  to  the  usual  and  most  appropriate  attention  to  be  given 
when  any  portion  of  the  cutaneous  surface  is  affected,  not  involv- 
ing a  gland;  but  if  the  cancer,  in  any  of  its  forms,  is  located  in 
any  gland,  the  treatment  is  very  materially  varied  from  the  above. 
The  first  object  will  be  to  get  rid  of  as  large  a  portion  of  the  dis- 
eased tissue  as  is  possible  with  the  knife,  as  it  is  a  shorter  and 
better  course  to  expose  the  base  at  once. 

The  operation  for  scirrhus  of  the  breast  can  only  be  recom- 
mended before  adhesion  has  taken  place  between  the  gland  and 
the  thoracic  muscles.  This  fact  of  adhesion  or  non-adhesion 
must  always  indicate  whether  the  case   offers  any  hope  for 
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success,  as  I  do  not  think  any  physician  or  surgeon  is  war- 
ranted in  promising  to  cure  with  any  means  whatever,  when  the 
gland  is  immovably  attached.  When  this  doe3  not  exist  it  can 
be  removed  by  the  circular  operation,  by  taking  off  the  entire 
gland,  which  should  be  done  in  every  instance.  The  mode  of 
operating  in  such  a  case :  Having  first  prepared  the  system,  by 
establishing  a  regular  action  of  all  the  secretoiy  organs,  the 
patient  should  then  be  placed  in  a  slightly-inclined  position  on 
a  narrow  bed,  and  made  to  understand  that  the  operation  will  be 
brief  and  attended  with  little  danger  or  pain.  The  assistants 
should  be  properly  instructed;  all  preparations  made — towels, 
water,  ligatures,  ammonia,  and  chloroform,  or  chloroform  and  ether 
mixed,  two  parts  of  ether  to  one  of  chloroform,  though  I  have 
given  the  preference  to  chloroform  when  the  general  health  of 
the  patient  is  good.  The  assistant  should  place  his  fingers  upon 
any  of  the  blood  vessels  that  may  be  cut  off.  The  patient  should 
be  placed  under  the  influence  of  chloroform.  The  operator,  stand- 
ing at  the  right  side  of  the  patient,  will  now  place  the  point  of 
the  knife  at  the  point  of  commencement  in  a  central  line  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  gland,  separating  by  a  circular  incision  the  in- 
tegument around  the  entire  gland. 

The  dissection  should  commence  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
gland.  JThe  tenaculum  now  being  inserted  into  the  gland  it  may 
be  held  by  the  assistant.  The  dissection  must  be  conducted  with 
great  care,  so  as  not  to  wound  any  of  the  muscles.  The  removal 
of  the  entire  gland  being  completed,  the  arteries  should  be  tied. 
Immediately  after  the  ligatures  are  tied,  the  wound  and  parts 
around  should  be  thoroughly  sponged  with  the  saturated  solution 
of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  until  all  the  small  bleeding  vessels  are 
so  astringed  that  the  hemorrhage  is  entirely  arrested.  This 
should  be  repeated  again  in  twenty-four  hours;  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  parts  should  be  covered  with  a  piece  of  cotton  cloth  with 
this  solution,  over  which  should  be  laid  a  piece  of  dry  cotton. 
After  this  the  ordinary  compress,  wet  with  cold  water,  should  be 
applied  for  several  days,  as  follows :  The  lower  cloth  may  be 
moistened  every  five  or  six  hours,  by  squeezing  out  the  contents 
of  a  soft  sponge  containing  cold  water,  so  as  to  allow  the  internal 
dressing  to  be  simply  saturated,  and  each  time  covered  with  the 
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dry  dressing.  These  dressings  are  to  be  continued  until  suppu- 
ration of  the  entire  wound  is  fully  established,  when  this  dressing 
is  substituted  by 

IjL  Simple  Cerate,  3  iv. 
Carbolic  Acid,    ts.  xx. 
Sulph.  Morph.,  grs.  iv. 

m. 

To  be  spread  thinly,  and  applied  three  times  daily. 

This  dressing  should  be  continued  six  or  seven  days.  If  the 
patient  be  of  thick  muscle,  or  possessed  of  much,  fatty  tissue, 
making  the  edge  of  the  wound  deep,  a  few  adhesive  straps,  placed 
across  from  edge  to  edge  over  the  ointment  dressing,  is  recom- 
mended, the  object  being  to  close  the  wound  gradually,  by  hold- 
ing in  the  edges.  The  dressing  can  now  be  changed  for  a  more 
stimulating  one,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  suppuration  : 

I£.  Mayer  s  Oint.,.  ) 

Simple  Cerate,    >  Equal  parts. 
Mild  Zinc  Oint., ) 

m. 

To  be  spread  and  applied  three  times  daily.  The  adhesive 
straps  should  be  used  until  the  thickness  of  the  edges  of  the 
wound  disappears. 

I  will  here  more  fully  explain  the  advantages  claimed  by  the 
circular  operation,  over  what  is  termed  in  surgery  the  ball-cover  ' 
operation,  or  the  common  operation,  performed  by  almost  every 
surgeon  ;  that  is,  where  two  direct  angular  incisions  are  made, 
the  flaps  dissected  back,  preserving  the  same,  and  the  tumor 
removed,  leaving  .the  flaps  to  be  stitched  together.  The  most 
favorable  conclusion,  in  regard  to  the  above  operation,  is  that 
there  is  great  doubt  as  to  the  complete  removal  of  the  malignant 
formations.  Though  the  operation  be  performed  with  the  great- 
est of  care  and  skill,  such  is  the  apprehension  of  every  intelligent 
surgeon.  This  shows  the  importance  of  the  operation  being  per- 
formed in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  operator  a  chance  to  deter- 
mine with  accuracy,  while  the  patient  is  passing,  through  the  dif- 
ferent stages  of  healing,  whether  all  the  diseased  tissue  has  been 
removed.  The  ball-cover  and  flap  operation,  and  healing-by-first- 
intention,  preclude  any  opportunity  of  judging  of  its  ultimate 
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success,  as  the  surfaces  of  the  wound  are  hidden  by  the  flaps. 
The  reverse  is  the  case  where  the  circular  operation  has  been 
performed,  as,  from  day  to  day,  after  this  operation,  as  the  heal' 
ing  stage  is  going  on,  the  surgeon  has  the  entire  surface  of  the 
wound  before  him,  so  that,  if  he  should  discover  any  portion  of 
the  wound  covered  with  cancerous  cellular  organization,  he  has  the 
opportunity  of  attacking  this  rudimentary  formation.  This  advan- 
tage cannot  be  brought  too  strongly  before  the  reader,  as  it  is  an 
utter  impossibility  for  the  surgeon  to  determine  at  the  time  of  the 
operation,  owing  to  the  irregular  surface  and  bloody  appearance  of 
the  wound,  whether  he  has  removed  the  last  vestige  or  not.  It  mat- 
ters not  how  small  a  vestige  may  have  remained,  if  it  is  covered 
over  and  healed  by  first  intention,  it  is  sure  to  grow  and  show 
itself  through  the  eschar,  in  the  form  of  a  fungous  excrescence, 
within  a  few  months  after  the  operation  of  healing  by  first  inten- 
tion, though  the  operation  and  the  successful  healing  may  have 
highly  flattered  both  patient  and  surgeon. 

So  uncertain  has  been  the  operation  for  the  removal  of  scirrhus 
mammary  gland,  by  the  old  way,  that  many  surgeons  have 
doubted  whether  an  operation  has  ever  even  prolonged  the  life  of 
the  patient.  So  certain  is  it  to  return,  that  one  of  our  oldest  and 
now  retired  surgeons  of  this  city  stated  to  a  Medical  Association 
that  he  had  operated  upon  sixty-four  (64)  cases  of  scirrhus  of  the 
breast ;  sixty-two  (62)  of  them  were  then  dead,  and  he  doubted 
whether  the  other  two  were  cancer  or  scirrhus. 

The  great  superiority  of  the  circular  operation  over  that  of  the 
flaps  is  in  the  advantage  of  having  in  view  the  whole  surface  of 
the  wound.  From  day  to  day  the  character  of  the  granulation 
and  suppuration  can  be  observed  and  regulated.  Thus  the 
metamorphosing  inflammatory  action  may  be  prevented,  and  any 
remaining  cancer  cells  may  be  broken  down  by  continued  suppu- 
ration. This  control  is  exercised  over  the  wound  until  it  is 
healed  to  the  centre.  The  wound  treated  and  healed  in  this  way 
leaves  a  smooth  eschar,  which  should  be  protected  with  great 
care,  until  the  new  organization  becomes  supplied  with  a  healthy 
circulation.  In  very  rare  cases  of  scirrhus  of  the  breast,  even  in 
that  stage  considered  curable,  that  is,  when  there  is  no  adhesion 
of  the  gland  to  the  thoracic  muscles,  there  will  be  found  among 
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the  cluster  of  axillary  glands  one,  two,  or  three  of  those  glands 
slightly  enlarged  and  indurated.  I  would  advise,  in  such  a  case, 
a  direct  incision  to  be  made,  and  the  diseased  glands  removed. 
The  wound,  after  the  operation,  should  be  kept  open  and  healed 
by  the  suppurative  process  ;  but  if  the  axillary  cluster  of  glands 
is  found  indurated  and  enlarged  and  firmly  attached,  notwith- 
standing the  mammary  gland  may  be  movable,  such  a  condition 
would  indicate  the  fruitlessness  of  attempting  a  cure  by  an  oper- 
ation or  by  any  other  means. 

 » * «  

HEMOBRHOIDS* 

BY  R.  E.  KUNZE,  M.D.,  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Fully  one  third  of  the  human  family  of  civilized  nations  of 
the  earth  are  affected  with  this  troublesome  complaint.  The  more 
primeval  portion  of  inhabitants  of  our  globe  know  nothing  of  this 
modern  malady,  because  their  diet  is  more  simple  and  digestible, 
and  their  muscular  system  called  more  into  action  to  perform  a 
function  which  we  are  vainly  trying  to  establish  by  incessant  med- 
ication. Such  a  disease  is  hardly  ever  noticed  in  animals  of  the 
lower  kingdom, — fcheir  Distinctiveness  stands  out  in  bold  relief,  and 
contrasts  strongly  with  the  reasoning  power  of  mankind.  I  shall 
therefore  consider  it  as  a  disease  of  modern  times.  Much  of  it  is 
attributable  to  fastidious  life,  the  use  of  liquor  and  tobacco.  It 
is  a  disease  which  is  manifesting  itself  to  an  alarming  extent,  and 
one  which  is  prevalent  not  only  as  a  primary  affection,  but  also  as 
a  secondary  attendant  of  numerous  other  complaints.  Always 
following  the  footprints  of  civilization,  it  is  but  another  proof  of 
the  physical  degeneracy  of  our  race,  the  direct  result  of  our  ill- 
devised  customs,  unseeming  fashions,  and  unnatural  mode  of  living. 
During  the  present  year,  I  have  treated  a  number  of  cases  of 
hemorrhoids,  in  private  practice,  and  I  have  reason  to  congratulate 
myself  on  the  success  obtained  by  employing  remedies  peculiar  to 
our  school. 

*  Extracts  from  a  paper  read  before  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  New 
York  City,  Nov.  22d,  1871. 
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Hemorrhoids,  although  generally  classified  with  surgical  dis- 
eases proper,  may  be  made  to  yield  to  a  well-managed  medical 
treatment,  yet  they  may  demand  surgical  interference.  Most  of 
the  cases  may  be  cured  by  appropriate  internal  treatment.  I  have 
relied  on  laxatives  rather  than  cathartics  to  overcome  consti- 
pation, and  which  increase  the  activity*of  the  liver  so  as  to  in- 
duce an  abundant  secretion  of  bile — nature's  cathartic — to  pro- 
mote healthy  action  of  the  bowels,  and  at  the  same  time  to  relieve 
the  congested  state  of  the  portal  circle.  For  this  purpose  I  use 
Leptandra  Virginica.  To  regulate  and  give  tone  to  the  action  of 
the  heart  and  arteries,  I  use  Collinsonia  Canadensis,  which  exerts  an 
equalizing  effect  on  the  whole  circulation  of  the  blood.  To  over- 
come the  painful  condition  of  hemorrhoidal  tumors,  I  use  the 
direct  application  of  hot  vapor  to  the  parts,  medicated  or  other- 
wise, to  be  followed  by  anointing  the  parts  with,  the  ointments  of 
Slrammonium,  Dulcamara,  and  Myrica  Cerifera. 

Case  1.  Mrs.  L.  K.  consulted  me  on  the  14th  of  June,  and  was 
then  in  her  ninth  month  of  utero-gestation.  Age  34,  of  a  san- 
guine, bilious  temperament,  enjoying  good  health  generally.  Had 
been  affected  more  or  less  with  constipation  of  the  bowels,  and 
occasionally  with  slight  bilious  disorders.  She  was  troubled  with 
internal  piles,  accompanied  with  constipation.  Prescribed 
Fl.  Ex.  Leptandra?  I  j,  Syr.  Kheiet  Potassoe  Co.  \  iijss.  M.  Sig.,  3  ij 
every  four  hours  until  relieved.  To  remove  the  pain  and  itch- 
ing within  the  anus,  I  ordered  ling.  Myricoe  comp.  \  j.  Sig.,  in- 
troduce a  small  quantity  within  the  bowels  three  times  a  day.  This 
ointment  is  made  of  bayberry,  wax,  and  olive  oil,  simmered  in 
limewater.  After  following  my  directions  for  three  days  all  the 
difficulties  were  overcome,  and  she  has  not  had  a  return  of  piles 
since.  Her  diet  was  regulated  so  as  to  insure  a  better  action  of 
the  bowels. 

Case  2.  Miss  M.  B.  came  to  me  on  the  20th  of  July,  suffering 
from  internal  piles.  Age  25,  of  bilious,  encephalo-lymphatic 
temperament,  and  of  very  sedentary  habits.  Takes  only  one 
hour's  exercise  a  day,  and  has  usually  an  evacuation  from  the 
bowels  twice  a  week,  but  often  requiring  plrysic.  Suffers  from 
dyspepsia  also.    Ordered  her  to  take  of  IJ.  Fl.  Ex.  Collinsonia? 


354 


Hemorrhoids. 


[February, 


1  jss,  Fl.  Ex.  Leptandras  J  j,  Syr.  Khei  et  Potassae  Co.  §  ij.  M.  S., 
a  teaspoonful  every  one  or  two  hours  until  the  bowels  were  freely 
acted  upon,  and  thereafter  once  every  three  or  four  hours  to  keep 
up  the  effect.  In  this  case  the  piles  were  forced  below  the  sphinc- 
ter ani  during  every  attempt  to  evacuate  the  bowels.  After  using 
this  medicine  for  a  week,  she  was  entirely  cured  ;  and,  with  an 
hour's  increase  in  her  daily  exercise,  and  a  suitable  diet,  has  had 
no  further  trouble. 

Case  3.  Mr.  H.  C.  V.  placed  himself  under  my  care  for  treat- 
ment of  external  bleeding  piles  on  the  14th  day  of  last  July. 
Age  32,  of  a  sanguine-encephalic  temperament  and  otherwise  of 
active  habits.  The  piles  had  troubled  him  very  much  for  two 
years.  His  occupation  was  principally  out  of  door  exercise. 
Several  years  ago,  he  fell  and  received  severe  internal  injuries, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  had  never  entirely  recovered, 
leaving  him  with  a  lame  back,  sharp  transient  pains  in  his  chest, 
and  undermining  his  general  health.  Since  that  happened,  he 
contracted  nasal  catarrh,  lost  his  appetite,  became  dyspeptic  and 
constipated.  The  fceces  were  very  scybalous.  Was  it  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  it  terminated  in  piles  ?  His  circulation  was  defi- 
cient— his  hands  and  feet  always  cold  in  winter  and  burning  hot  in 
summer.  He  had  not  observed  any  proper  diet,  and  relied  prin- 
cipally on  medicines  of  his  own  suggestion.  He  had  used  malted 
liquors  to  some  extent,  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of  keeping  very 
late  hours  for  some  years.  I  considered  it  a  bad  case,  one  of 
the  most  obstinate  I  had  met  with.  In  five  months  I  succeeded 
in  breaking  up  the  catarrh,  restoring  the  appetite,  and  equalizing 
the  circulation  completely.  I  then  attempted  to  overcome  the 
constipation  and  cure  the  piles,  which  had  bled  profusely  of  late, 
incapacitating  him  for  his  duties  and  making  him  very  mel- 
anchoty.  I  directed  him  to  discontinue  the  use  of  all  liquors, 
tea,  or  coffee,  and  use  instead  milk  or  cocoa.  For  breakfast  and 
supper,  I  ordered  oat-  or  Indian-meal  gruel,  to  be  taken  with  milk. 
For  his  dinner,  I  allowed  him  roasted  or  broiled  beef,  very  rare, 
lamb  or  chicken,  without  any  vegetables  excepting  tomatoes, 
Graham  bread,  but  no  pastry ;  and  for  dessert,  some  farina- 
ceous pudding  or  ripe  fruit.  Corned,  smoked,  or  spiced  meat,  and 
every  kind  of  salad  or  pickles,  were  strictly  forbidden.    On  J uly 
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14th,  I  prescribed  the  following  ]J.  El  Ex.  Collinsoniae  §  ss, 
Fl.  Ex.  Leptandrae  3  j,  Syr.  Rhei  et  Potassae  Co.  §  jss.  M.  S., 
take  two  teaspoonfuls  three  times  daily.  July  27th,  he  came 
back  and  stated  that  the  medicine  had  nearly  cured  him,  and  felt 
so  much  relieved  that  he  had  been  indiscreet  in  his  diet  and 
brought  on  a  slight  relapse.  I  repeated  the  prescription  and  com- 
plete relief  was  the  result. 

Case  4.  Mrs.  N.  L.  was  troubled  with  blind  internal  piles,  which 
had  existed  for  some  years.  Age  29,  of  sanguine-bilious  tempera- 
ment and  rather  constipated  habit.  She  was  the  mother  of  several 
children,  and  suffered  from  piles  during  the  periods  of  utero-gesta- 
tion,  and  was  also  troubled  with  an  affection  of  the  heart  I  gave 
her  I£.  Fl.  Ex.  Collinsoniae  3  ss,  Fl.  Ex.  Leptandrae  3  j,  Syr.  Khei 
et  Potassie  Co.  3  jss.  M.  S.,  take  a  teaspoonful  four  times  a  day  ; 
and  as  soon  as  the  bowels  become  regulated  use  it  less  often.  In 
a  week's  time  the  patient  was  cured. 

Case  5.  Mr.  A.  R.  came  to  my  office  on  the  16th  day  of 
July  last,  suffering  indescribably  from  external  bleeding  piles. 
Age  59,  of  sanguine-encephalic  temperament,  and  of  very  correct 
habits.  His  bowels  were  always  regular,  never  made  use  of  alco- 
holic beverages,  had  a  good  appetite,  and  could  account  for  his 
troubles  only  by  his  having  taken  a  cold,  his  bowels  being  in  a 
relaxed  condition.  He  was  a  collector,  and  had  too  much  exer- 
cise for  a  man  of  his  age  and  constitution.  He  never  had  piles  pre- 
viously, and  the  disease  came  on  very  suddenly.  He  was  in  con- 
stant pain,  whether  standing,  sitting,  or  lying,  and  from  excessive 
loss  of  blood  was  quite  exhausted.  The  rectum  seemed  like  an 
inflamed  mass  of  raw  flesh.  I  prescribed  IjL  El.  Ex.  Collinsoniae, 
3  jss,  Fl.  Ex.  Leptandrae  3  j,  Syr.  Rhei  et  Potassae  Co.  3  ij.  M.  EL, 
a  teaspoonful  to  be  taken  every  hour  until  the  bowels  act  quite 
freely,  and  thereafter  every  three  or  four  hours.  For  external 
use.  I  gave  him  IJ .  Essential  Tinct  Belladonna?  3  ss,  Tinct.  Lo- 
belias foliae  (green)  3  jss,  Tinct  Opii  3  ss.  M.  S.,  add  water  Oj, 
and  use  it  as  a  fomentation  to  the  rectum,  applying  it  constantly. 
Within  twenty-four  hours  he  could  resume  his  duties,  and  in  three 
days  was  relieved  of  suffering.  He  adopted  a  more  select  diet,  and, 
to  recruit  his  health,  went  to  the  country  for  a  few  weeks.  On  his 
return  home,  he  neglected  himself,  and  the  disease  returned,  not 
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quite  so  severe  as  before.  Having  recourse  to  the  former  treat- 
ment, a  speedy  cure  resulted,  and  lie  has  enjoyed  excellent  health 
ever  since. 

Case  6.  Mr.  S.  V.  called  on  me,  on  the  22d  day  of  August, 
to  relieve  him  of  internal  bleeding  piles.  Age  37,  of  a  bilious- 
lymphatic  temperament  and  a  robust  constitution.  By  occupa- 
tion, shoemaker,  working  on  the  bench,  some  fifteen  hours  every 
day.  His  appetite  had  been  good  and  his  bowels  were  regular ; 
but  he  used  wines  or  beer  in  excess.  He  had  suffered  from  piles 
slightly  for  about  a  year,  and  generally  from  internal  bleeding, 
excepting  his  last  attack,  which  terminated  in  external  piles.  The 
parts  were  very  painful  and  inflamed.  I  forbade  stimulating 
drinks,  restricted  his  diet,  and  ordered  the  parts  steamed  with  Fol. 
Strammonii,  Fol.  Lobelias,  aa  f  j,  mix — three  times  daily.  I 
had  the  following  salve  applied  to  the  parts :  I£ .  Ung.  Stram- 
monii, Ung.  Myricse  Comp.  aa  §  ss,  mix.  S.,  apply  four  or  five 
times  daily.  I  prescribed  Fl.  Ex.  Collinsonias,  Fl.  Ex.  Lep- 
tandrse,  aa  §j,  Syr.  Rhei  et  Potassas  Co.  Ijss.,  mix.  Sig.,  take 
a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours  at  first  until  the  bowels  move,  and 
repeat  two  or  three  times  a  day  thereafter.  He  used  the  steaming 
process  for  only  one  day,  when  all  soreness  left.  He  took  the  med- 
icine two  and  a  half  days,  and  has  remained  well  ever  since. 

Case  7.  Mr.  B.  consulted  me,  on  the  22d  day  of  August,  about 
habitual  constipation  and  external  piles.  Age  27,  of  bilious-lym- 
phatic temperament,  rather  more  of  the  bilious  cast,  and  of  a  very 
irritable  and  irresolute  disposition.  I  gave  him  I£ .  Cone.  Tinct.  Col- 
linsoniae,  Cone.  Tinct.  Leptandrge,  aa  1  ss,  Syr.  Rhei  et  Potassse 
Co.  §  ijss.  M.  S.,  a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours  at  first,  and  after 
getting  under  the  effect  of  the  medicine,  only  two  or  three  times 
daily.  I  directed  a  hot  vapor-bath,  twice  a  day,  and  followed  it 
by  a  liberal  application  of  Uug.  Dulcamaras  four  or  five  times 
daily.  Within  three  days  he  experienced  greater  relief  than  for 
years  previously,  and  said  he  felt  like  another  man. 

Case  8.  Mrs.  M.  P.  I  was  called  on  the  9th  of  September,  and 
found  her  suffering  from  internal  bleeding  piles.  Age  50,  of  the 
sanguine-encephalo- bilious  temperament,  and  rather  of  an  excita- 
ble, nervous  disposition.  She  had  had  a  severe  attack  of  cholera 
morbus  some  ten  days  previous,  and  had  not  quite  recovered 
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from  it,  when  the  piles  made  their  appearance,  and  exhausted  her 
still  further,  from  serious  loss  of  blood.  She  had  experienced  a 
few  slight  attacks  at  previous  times.  She  had  always  been  regu- 
lar in  her  habits,  having  led  an  active  and  careful  life.  I  placed 
her  upon  the  same  treatment,  and  on  the  18th  of  September, 
she  was  entirely  relieved. 

Case  9.  Mr.  Peter  BL  came  to  me  for  advice  on  the  28th  day 
of  September.  He  was  affected  with  internal  blind  piles.  Age 
46.  The  treatment  was  the  same  as  the  previous  cases.  On  the 
28th  following  he  declared  himself  completely  cured. 

 •  « «  

RUDBECKIA  LACINIATA.— GOOD YERA  PUBESCENS. 
— MONOTROPA  UNIFLORA.— OROBANCHE  VIR- 
GINIA N  A. 

BY  ROBERT  S.  NEWTON,  M.D. 

Some  eighteen  months  since,  R.  E.  Kunze,  M.D.,  of  this  city, 
furnished  me  with  a  quantity  of  the  above-named  articles,  with 
several  others,  which  he  had  prepared  from  the  green  material, 
and  requested  that  I  should  give  them  a  trial.  Being  saturated 
tinctures  they  were  in  a  very  convenient  form  for  use. 

These  are  not  new  agents,  yet  they  have  not  received  the  atten- 
tion necessary  to  determine  their  real  medicinal  properties,  which 
should  be  more  fully  understood. 

I  am  favorable  to  a  more  thorough  testing  of  the  articles 
already  known  and  adopted  by  our  works  on  Materia  Medica  and 
by  our  Dispensatory.  If  this  were  done  upon  a  large  scale,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  many  articles  would  be  found  to  possess  valuable 
properties  not  before  known  to  exist.  These  preparations  were 
made  from  the  green  plant,  but  this  cannot  be  expected  of  all  the 
medicines  we  use;  for  the  green  plants,  roots,  or  leaves  can  never 
become  articles  of  commerce. 

RUDBECKIA  LACINIATA. 

Prof.  John  King  refers  to  this  article,  briefly,  in  the  Eclectic 
Dispensatory,  as  follows: 
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"  Thimbleweed  is  a  valuable  diuretic,  tonic,  and  balsamic,  use- 
ful in  many  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs,  and  highly  recom- 
mended in  strangury.  Bright's  disease,  and  wasting  or  atrophy 
of  the  kidneys.''    Ad  libitum, 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  while  it  possesses  valuable  diuretic 
properties,  it  is  only  reliable  when  there  is  little  or  no  active  in- 
flammation of  the  kidneys.  When  the  difficulty  is  of  a  spasmodic 
character,  its  action  is  more  certain  than  when  inflammation 
exists.  In  albuminaria  or  organic  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  its  use 
is  of  little  or  no  benefit.  In  cases  where  there  is  active  irritation 
of  the  glottis  or  epiglottis,  or  any  slight  laryngitis  connected  with 
incipient  pulmonitis,  the  forming  stages  of  hectic  difficulty,  ac- 
companied with  an  inactive  condition  of  the  excretions,  it  acts 
well,  both  to  allay  the  irritation  and  to  stimulate  the  blood,  to 
produce  its  usual  amount  of  excretion  through  the  kidneys.  I 
give  thirty  drops,  four  times  a  day,  in  water. 

GOODYERA  PUBESCENS. 

"Net-leaf  plantain  is  anti-scrofulous,  and  is  reputed  to  have 
cured  severe  cases  of  scrofula.  The  fresh  leaves  are  steeped  in 
milk,  and  applied  to  scrofulous  ulcers  as  a  poultice,  or  the  bruised 
leaves  may  be  laid  on  them,  and,  in  either  case,  xhey  must  be  re- 
newed every  three  hours ;  at  the  same  time  a  warm  infusion  must 
be  taken  as  freely  as  the  stomach  will  allow.  Used  as  an  injection 
into  the  vagina,  and  at  the  same  time  exhibited  internally,  the 
infusion  has  proved  beneficial  in  leucorrhea,  recent  prolapsus 
uteri,  and  as  a  wash  in  scrofulous  opthalmia." — Eclectic  Dispensa- 
tory. 

I  have  confined  my  testings  of  this  to  scrofulous  diseases,  prin- 
cipally in  children,  and  to  uterine  diseases  attended  with  great 
debility  and  relaxation  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  as  well  as  the 
uterine  muscles, — the  relaxation  of  which  is  in  all  cases  attended 
with  more  or  less  prolapsus  uteri.  That  form  of  leucorrhea,  unat- 
tended with  inflammation,  but  more  of  a  catarrhal  character,  is 
promptly  benefitted  and  relieved  by  this  remedy.  But  when  it  is 
caused  by  ulceration  of  the  os,  or  a  highly  irritated  condition  of 
the  uterine  walls,  it  is  of  little  use.  This  indicates  that  its  action 
is  confined  more  especially  to  the  uterine  function,  than  to  any 
condition  connected  with  or  dependent  upon  organic  changes. 
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In  scrofulous  conditions,  it  acts  as  a  decided  alterative,  and 
when  applied  locally,  I  have  not  found  that  it  produces  any- 
decided  action.  Yet  a  further  use  of  it  in  a  greater  number  and 
variety  of  cases  may  prove  it  to  be  as  valuable  in  this  as  in  other 
diseases.  Of  the  tincture,  I  give  thirty  drops,  three  times  a  day. 
It  must  be  continued  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  to  obtain 
its  full  effects. 

MONOTROPA  UNIFLORA. 

"  Ice-Plant  root  is  a  tonic,  sedative,  nervine,  and  anti-spasmodic. 
It  has  also  been  employed  in  febrile  diseases,  as  a  sedative  and 
diaphoretic.  The  powder  has  been  employed  in  instances  of  rest- 
lessness, pains,  nervous  irritability,  etc.,  as  a  substitute  for  opium, 
without  any  deleterious  influences.  It  is  reputed  to  have  cured 
remittent  and  intermittent  fevers,  and  to  be  an  excellent  antipe- 
riodic.  In  convulsions  of  children,  epilepsy,  chorea,  and  other 
spasmodic  affections,  its  administration  has  been  followed  with 
prompt  success ;  hence  its  common  name,  fit  or  convulsion  root. 
The  juice  of  the  plant  alone,  or  combined  with  rose-water,  has 
been  found  to  be  an  excellent  application.'' — Eclectic  Dispensatory. 

I  find  this  to  act  as  a  decided  sedative.  It  acts  upon  the  sj^s- 
tem  in  the  same  way  the  veratrum  viride  does.  While  its  action 
is  prompt  and  decided,  it  will  not  produce  either  nausea  or  vom- 
iting, in  thirty-drop  doses,  from  three  to  four  times  a  day.  Its 
nervine  and  anti-spasmodic  property  no  doubt  depends  on  its 
special  action  in  arresting  the  frequency  of  the  heart's  action  in 
nearly  all  cases  of  restlessness  and  spasmodic  conditions. 

When  there  is  any  arrest  of  the  depurating  processes  of  the 
body,  there  will  be,  in  all  cases  where  there  is  an  ordinary  amount 
of  vitality  of  the  system,  more  or  less  effort  made  to  remove  the 
obstruction.  This  effort  is  manifested  by  a  quickened  action  of 
the  heart.  This  is  called  fever  by  some,  yet,  without  this  action, 
the  obstruction  would  continue,  and  the  person  either  die  in  the 
state  of  collapse,  or  what  is  called  the  cold  stage,  if  it  manifest 
itself  in  that  condition  called  remittent  or  intermittent  fever. 

This  acts  on  the  secretions  by  stimulating  the  blood  first,  then, 
as  the  secretions  begin  to  assume  their  natural  action,  the  heart  is 
equally  acted  upon,  and  hence  it  is  said  that  it  cures  these  dis- 
eases. It  certainly  will  accomplish  this,  and,  in  my  opinion,  in 
the  way  I  have  explained. 
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OROBANCHE  VIRGINIANA. 

"An  astringent.  Used  in  hemorrhage  of  the  bowels  and  uterus, 
and  in  diarrhea.  Said  to  cure  cancer,  but  it  possesses  no  such 
property.  In  erysipelas,  a  decoction  drank  freely,  and  the  parts 
bathed  with  it,  has  effected  many  cures.  As  a  local  application,  the 
decoction  or  poultice  will  arrest  the  tendency  of  wounds  or  ulcers 
to  gangrene;  a  poultice  of  equal  parts  of  poke,  white  oak,  and  beech- 
drops,  is  very  useful  in  herpetic  affections.  Also,  useful  as  a  top- 
ical application  to  obstinate  ulcers,  aphthous  ulcerations,  leucor- 
rhea,  and  gleet.  Dose,  of  the  powders,  from  10  to  15  grs.  This  plant 
seems  to  exert  an  influence  upon  the  capillary  system  somewhat 
similar  to  that  produced  by  the  tincture  of  muriate  of  iron." — 
Eclectic  Dispensatory. 

I  find  this  acts  promptly  in  uterine  hemorrhage  accompanying 
excessive  menstruation.  In  feeble  conditions  of  the  system  I 
much  prefer  this  to  the  muriated  tincture  of  iron.  In  the  hemor- 
rhage of  the  stomach  or  bowels,  dependent  upon  relaxation  of  the 
blood  vessels  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  even  in  slight  ulcera- 
tion, it  acts  prompt  and  certain.  Hemorrhage  attending  typhoid 
fever  is  arrested  by  it.  In  erysipelas,  it  acts  too  gently,  and  I 
have  not  obtained  as  satisfactory  •  results  with  this  as  I  have 
with  the  veratrum  viride  applied  locally,  at  the  same  time  giving 
a  small  quantity  internally.  In  my  opinion  there  is  no  other 
agent  with  which  I  am  acquainted  that  is  so  reliable  as  the  vera- 
trum viride.  For  gangrene  and  ulcers  I  have  not  fully  tested  its 
virtues. 

I  may  refer  to  this  subject  again  in  another  number  of  the  Ke- 
view.  I  would  like  very  much  if  every  one  of  the  readers  of  the 
Eeview  would  freely  communicate  their  observations  upon  the 
special  actions  of  the  many  agents  of  the  Materia  Medica  they  are 
using  daily. 

104  W.  SSlh  St.,  New  York,  January,  1872. 
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Why  Lives  should  be  Insured.    (By  Horace  Greeley.) 

Insurance,  of  whatever  kind,  is  an  effort  to  guard  against  the 
mischances  and  disasters  whereof  we  are  always  in  danger.  The 
most  capable,  energetic,  efficient  merchant  or  manufacturer,  has 
often  been  reduced  in  one  hour  from  prosperity  to  bankruptcy  by 
fire,  or  flood,  or  shipwreck.  Insurance  protects  against  the  ever- 
present  peril  of  such  calamity  by  devoting  a  share  of  each  year's 
gains  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  ruin.  One  thousand  men 
have,  this  year,  paid  an  average  of  $100  each  for  fire  insurance, 
and  have  scarcely  felt  it :  but  one  of  their  number  has  been  burn- 
ed out,  and  would  have  thereby  been  utterly  ruined,  but  for  the 
§30,000  which  he  has  received  from  an  insurance  company  in  satis- 
faction of  his  claim  ;  and  that  has  set  him  fully  on  his  feet  again. 
The  premiums  paid  were  scarcely  missed  ;  the  insurance  received 
made  the  difference  between  thrift  and  hopeless  ruin.  Not  merely 
the  receiver,  but  his  creditors  and  employe's,  are  sensibly  bene- 
fitted by  his  prudence  and  foresight. 

Life  is  the  most  precarious  of  human  possessions,  the  most  indis- 
pensable element  of  a  business  career.  The  bankrupt  of  to-day 
may,  next  year,  be  on  his  feet  again,  busy  and  thrifty  as  ever;  but 
death  is  the  one  interruption  to  an  active  career  which  is  inevita- 
bly final.  And  Death  strikes  wherever  he  will,  often  sparing  the 
decrepit  and  debilitated  to  smite  the  sturdy  and  vigorous  in  early 
manhood,  sealing  the  eyes  that  so  lately  were  keenest  and  bright- 
est in  that  sleep  that  knows  no  earthly  waking. 

Our  countrymen  plunge  into  business  early  in  life.  Many  a 
one,  whose  means  are  moderate,  is  scarcely  twenty-five  when  a 
wife  and  child,  with  an  extensive  factory  or  warehouse,  are  among 
the  objects  of  his  care.  With  a  strong  arm  or  active  brain,  and  a 
resolute  will,  he  gives  himself  up  to  his  calling,  confident  of  his 
own  ability  fa  achieve  a  grand  success.  His  income  is  consider- 
able ;  in  ten  years,  if  nothing  goes  amiss,  he  will  have  made  enough 
to  place  him  henceforth  beyond  the  reach  of  want.  But  suppose 
he  were  suddenly  stricken  down  by  disease,  and  cut  off  from  life 
before  this  year  shall  have  closed,  his  property  would  hardly  pay 
his  liabilities,  and  his  widow  and  infant  must  be  thrown  penniless 
upon  a  world  with  which  thev  are  unfitted  to  struggle.  The  kind- 
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ness  of  relatives  may  shield  them  from  the  almshouse  ;  but  their 
prospect  is  bleak  indeed. 

Life  insurance  is  exactly  calculated  to  meet  this  exigency. 
While  prosperous  and  healthy,  he  can  pay  the  small  annual  pay- 
ment required  to  insure  that  $10,000,  or  at  least  $5,000,  shall  be 
due  them  directly  after  his  death.  The  knowledge  that  they  are 
thus  shielded  from  utter  destitution  is  calculated  to  modify  his 
anxieties  and  apprehensions  during  life,  and  to  divest  death  of  its 
sharpest  pang. 

Life  insurance  is  not  a  speculation.  He  is  ill-advised  who  pays 
a  large  sum  yearly  in  the  expectation — I  had  almost  said  the  hope 
— that  the  feeble  octogenarian  on  whom  he  has  risked  it  will  soon 
die,  when  he  will  be  entitled  to  receive  many  thousands  by  virtue 
of  his  policy.  I  would  counsel  no  one  to  invest  largely,  even  on 
his  own  life,  much  less  on  that  of  another.  Yet  there  are  many, 
all  around  us,  who  ought  to  take  out  policies  at  once,  in  deference, 
not  merely  to  the  security  and  comfort  of  their  loved  ones,  but  to 
their  own  peace  of  mind  as  well.  They  cannot  afford  to  live  in 
constant  dread  of  the  hazards  and  privations  to  which  their  un- 
timely decease  would  expose  those  dearer  to  them  than  life  itself. 

Beware  of  frauds,  and  shams,  and  specious  false  pretences. 
Pay  no  money  for  policies  without  knowing  that  you  are  insured 
in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term.  Make  careful  inquiry  ;  know  the 
character  of  the  men  to  whom  your  money  is  to  be  confided ;  and 
be  not  deluded  into  accepting  the  plans  of  weak,  worthless,  or 
irresponsible  associations.  Proceed  with  wise  and  vigilant  circum- 
spection, and  you  will  have  reason  to  bless  the  forecast  that  in- 
duced you  to  invest  in  Life  Insurance. — Hearthstone. 

Mr.  Greeley  is  insured  in  the^Eclectic  Life  Insurance  Company, 
of  New  York,  for  $10,000.  This  Company  continues  to  be 
among  the  most  successful  of  Life  Companies. 


Hyperoemia  of  the  Entire  Vaginal  Mucous  Membrane  and  External 
Genital  Organs  resulting  in  the  formation  and  growth  of  False 
Membrane. 

Dr.  Garry  H.  Minor,  of  Morris,  Conn.,  reports  the  following 

case:  Mrs.  ,  a  young  married  lady — never  had  children 

— sent  for  me,  October  1,  1871,  and  stated  that  for  some  time  she 
had  been  troubled  with  inflammation,  swelling,  pain,  and  tender- 
ness of  the  external  genital  organs,  which  she  had  kept  to  herself 
(I  suppose  for  prudish  reasons)  till  now ;  that  she  was  getting 
worse,  and  was  obliged  to  seek  relief  if  it  could  be  had.  I  found 
the  facts  as  she  had  stated,  and  that  the  inflammation  extended 
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throughout  the  entire  vagina,  attended  with  a  considerable  leu- 
corrhoeal  discharge.  Uterus  in  normal  condition.  Iler  general 
appearance  was  anaemic,  pale,  thin;  countenance  anxious;  pulse 
weak ;  frequent  attacks  of  headache  and  gastric  irritation ; 
unable  to  sit  up  much.  I  gave  her  at  once  a  strong  alcoholic 
tinct.  of  the  root  of  the  iris  versicolor,  in  full  doses,  to  be  repeated 
every  six  hours ;  also  a  full  dose  of  iodoform  every  twelve  hours, 
a  very  strong  solution  of  nitrat.  argenti — 3  i.  to  3  i.  of  water — 
quite  strong,  to  be  used  per  vaginam  with  a  female  syringe  twice 
a  day  for  two  days  ;  then  once  a  day  for  two  days ;  then  once  on 
the  second  day  after  that;  again  once  on  the  fourth  day,  the 
eighth  day,  sixteenth,  and  so  on.  I  saw  her  occasionally ;  she 
said  she  was  much  better  and  getting  well. 

About  fifteen  days  after  commencing  treatment  she  asked  me 
to  call,  and  stated  that  she  had  got  to  be  very  well ;  but  in  pass- 
ing water  that  morning  after  rising,  she  discharged  at  the  same 
time  a  considerable  quantity  of  skinny  or  membranous  matter 
that  looked  like  lisdit-colored  rubber  cloth,  and  wanted  me  to 
explain  it.  I  asked  her  if  she  had  expulsive  pains,  like  parturi- 
tion. She  said  no  pain  at  all,  that  it  came  away  much  like  her 
monthly  courses,  with  little  or  no  sensation ;  she  had  it  rolled  up 
in  paper.  I  unfolded  and  spread  it ;  then  placed  it  in  water,  and 
found  that  it  was  a  complete  funnel-shaped  tubular  cast  or  model 
of  the  entire  vagina  and  external  genitals — I  mean  of  the  mucous 
membrane  lining  those  organs  and  the  rugae  or  convolusions  of  that 
membrane  as  it  is  when  not  distended — were  plainly  to  be  seen, 
and  are  now  like  furrows  over  the  surface,  looking  like  artificial 
work.  I  took  it  and  placed  it  on  my  finger,  then  on  my  thumb — 
which  it  fitted  very  well  and  looked  much  like  the  thumb  of  a 
light-colored  kid  glove,  except  that  it  was  open  at  both  ends. 
The  length  was  about  three  and  a  half  inches ;  the  diameter  of 
the  anterior  part,  where  it  was  attached  about  the  os  externum, 
was  about  one-third  of  an  inch,  and  that  of  the  posterior  part, 
before  it  contracted  to  embrace  the  cervix  uteri,  was  about  one  inch. 
I  then,  after  examining  it,  distended  it  on  cork  and  suspended  it 
in  alcohol,  where  it  looks  much  like  the  thumb  of  a  glove,  and  is 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  It  is  about  as  thick  as  kid  leather, 
but  not  as  strong. 

My  theory  of  the  case  is,  that  from  some  cause  the  mucous 
surface  of  the  vagina  became  irritated,  which  was  succeeded  by 
hyperemia  of  the  parts ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  excessive 
action,  the  vessels  took  secretory  action,  and  resulted  in  the  for- 
mation and  growth  of  this  false  or  adventitious  membrane,  invest- 
ing all  those  parts.    The  remedies  applied  were  successful,  abating 
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diseased  action ;  in  consequence  the  membrane  was  detached  and 
cast  off  like  a  foreign  body  from  the  system. 

I  have  attended  medical  lectures;  have  been  engaged  consider- 
ably in  uterine  practice  for  more  than  thirty  years;  have  read 
some — have  had  much  intercourse  with  medical  societies  and 
medical  men,  and  have  never  met  with  anything,  nor  heard  of 
anything  of  the  kind  before  ;  and  I  believe  the  case  to  be  unique 
and  without  precedent  in  all  the  annals  of  medical  science.  But 
if  I  am  mistaken  in  that  opinion,  I  hope  to  be  corrected  by  those 
who  may  be  conversant  with  such  tacts.  I  offer  the  case  for 
publication,  for  I  think  it  ought  not  to  sink  in  oblivion.  The 
lady  is  now  well,  but  of  sedentary  habits,  not  being  obliged  to 
exert  herself  much.—  Medical  Record. 


Symptoms  of  poisoning  caused  by  an  Overdose  of  Chloral.  (Schmidt's 
Jahrb.    Page  97.    No.  7,  71.) 

A  man  having  suffered  from  sleeplessness,  was  first  treated  with 
large  doses  of  liquor,  which  he,  however,  soon  disliked.  The  use 
of  opium  and  morphine  produced  nausea,  anorexia,  and  general 
weakness,  hyoseyamus  caused  delirium,  brom.  of  potass,  was  en- 
tirely useless.  He  then  began  taking  chlorhydral  and  for  months 
20  grs.  sufficed  to  produce  sleep.  Gradually,  however,  the  dose 
had  to  be  increased  until,  finally,  1  dr.  was  insufficient.  One 
night,  after  having  taken  1  dr.  without  obtaining  the  desired  rest, 
he  swallowed  a  mouthful  out  of  the  bottle,  and  repeated  this  after 
a  short  time.  He  then  slept  for  7£  hours,  when  he  was  awakened 
by  his  friends.  On  attempting  to  rise  he  found,  to  his  consterna- 
tion, that  he  was  unable  to  move  the  lower  extremities  below  the 
knee.  With  the  aid  of  a  servant  he  dressed  himself,  and,  with 
difficulty,  descended  down-stairs.  After  breakfast  these  symptoms 
gradually  disappeared  with  the  exception  of  a  somewhat  uncer- 
tain gait  and  a  slightly-diminished  sensibility  of  the  limbs.  He 
took  about  7  dr.  during  three  hours. — Physician  and  Pharmacist. 


Carbolic  Acid  as  a  local  Anaesthetic. 

Carbolic  acid  possesses  wonderful  powers  as  a  local  anesthetic. 
If  a  portion  of  skin  is  covered  with  a  cloth  soaked  in  a  saturated 
solution  of  carbolic  acid  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  a  streak  traced 
across  the  surface  with  a  camel's-hair  brush  dipped  in  acid  lique- 
fied by  one-twentieth  its  bulk  of  water,  the  skin  may  be  divided 
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along  the  course  of  the  streak  with  a  sharp  scalpel,  quite  down 
to  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  without  causing  any  pain. 
Abscesses,  whitloes,  and  buboes  may  be  opened  with  great  ad- 
vantage in  this  manner.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary,  when  making 
an  incision  through  the  integument,  to  brush  out  the  wound  made 
with  some  liquefied  acid  before  making  the  incision  deeper. — ■ 
Dr.  J.  1L  Bill,  Braithwaitds  Retrospect. 


Therapeutical  Employment   of  the  Coloring  Matter  of  the  Blood, 
Hematosine.    By  Tabourin.    (Gaz.  de  Paris,  22,  23,  1870.) 

Hasmatosine  is  recommended  by  the  author  in  all  cases  in  which 
iron  is  indicated.  It  is  of  more  advantage  as  it  acts  stronger  and 
is  easier  tolerated.    It  is  prepared  in  the  following  manner : 

The  crassamentum  is  macerated  in  a  solution  of  some  salt,  which 
coagulates  but  does  not  alter  it  otherwise.  The  paste  thus  ob- 
tained is  subjected  to  strong  pressure,  triturated  and  mixed  with 
common  alcohol,  containing  f  per  cent,  of  an  acid.  The 
hasmatosine  is  then  separated  by  the  liquid,  which  assumes  a  bright 
color.  After  the  liquid  is  neutralized,  a  large  number  of  reddish 
flakes,  crude  hasmatosine,  is  separated,  which  is  collected  over  a 
filter  and  washed  successively  with  water,  alcohol,  and  ether,  and 
finally  dried  and  powdered. 

Haematosin  appears  as  a  brown  powder,  insoluble  in  water  and 
pure  alcohol ;  it  can,  however,  be  dissolved  in  alcohol  containing 
a  small  quantity  of  some  alkali  or  acid.  It  can  be  given  in  any 
shape,  in  pills,  lozenges,  troches,  etc.  Being  without  taste  or 
smell,  it  is  readily  taken  by  the  patient.  It  contains  10  per  cent, 
of  its  weight  in  iron,  according  to  which  the  dose  can  easily  be 
regulated. —  Schmidt's  Jahrbucher.  No.  6,  1871. — Physician  and 
Pharmacist. 


Fungus  as  a  Ciuse  of  Whooping- Cough,  by  Dr.  Letzerich.  (Quar- 
terly Journal  of  Microscopical  Science,  April.) 

The  germ-theory  of  disease,  which  some  pathologists  seek  to 
extend  so  widely,  has  been  applied  by  Dr.  Letzerich  to  explain 
the  extremely  infectious  disease,  whooping-cough.  He  thinks  he 
has  discovered  a  form  of  fungoid  growth  which  vegetates  in  the 
epithelium  of  the  air-passages,  and  by  its  irritation  causes  the  con- 
vulsive attacks  of  coughing.  The  expectorated  mucus  in  patients 
suffering  from  this  disease  is  said  to  contain  masses  of  brownish- 
red  spores,  with  occasional  threads  of  mycelium,  which,  in  later 
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stages  of  the  disease,  becomes  very  abundant.  The  spores  are 
colored  blue  by  iodine  and  sulphuric  acid.  These  observations 
were  controlled  first  by  cultivation  of  the  spores  on  pieces  of  bread 
soaked  in  milk,  and  further,  by  introducing  masses  of  the  fungous 
growth  thus  obtained  into  the  trachea  of  young  rabbits.  This  was 
effected  by  tracheotomy,  but  the  animals  rapidly  recovered  from 
the  effects  of  the  operation,  and  in  a  short  time  became  effected 
with  a  cough  of  a  very  violent  and  noisy  character ;  in  fact,  a 
genuine  whooping-cough.  The  rabbits  thus  affected  were  killed, 
and  their  air-passages  and  lungs  found  to  contain  an  enormous 
quantity  of  the  same  fungus  as  that  met  with  in  the  sputa  from 
human  whooping-cough  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  mucus  expectorated  by 
the  rabbits  showed  precisely  the  same  appearance. — Half-yearhj 
Abstr.,  July,  1871. 


Destruction  of  an  Ovarian  Tumor  by  means  of  electrolysis.    By  Dr. 
F.  Fieber.    (  Wien  Med.  Presse.     No.  5,  71.) 

A  seamstress,  aged  23  years,  while  carrying  a  tub  of  water,  fell, 
and  headache  immediately  supervened,  which  became  so  intense 
as  to  prevent  the  patient  from  walking.  She  recovered,  however, 
in  the  course  of  six  wreeks.  In  1867.  she  had  an  attack  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  followed  by  oedema  pedum,  pain  in  the  abdominal 
region,  where  she  soon  perceived  a  hard  swelling  of  the  size  of  a 
fist. 

Dr.  F.  found,  in  1870,  a  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  man's  head, 
slightly  painful  on  pressure,  hard,  nodulated,  extending  from  \ 
inch  below  the  umbilicus,  down  to  within  an  inch  above  the 
symphys  ;  its  breadth  was  six  inches.  Diagnosis  :  ovarian  cyst  of 
the  right  side. 

June  6th,  1870,  a  large  gold  needle  with  a  copper  pole,  con- 
necting with  Daniel's  battery  of  twenty  elements,  was  inserted  \\ 
inches  deep  into  the  swelling  \\  inches  below,  and  to  the  right  of 
the  umbilicus ;  the  chain  was  then  closed  to  the  left  of  the  umbili- 
cus. While  the  needle  was  inserted  the  patient  experienced  a 
sensation  of  severe  burning,  which,  however,  soon  disappeared  ; 
after  7  minutes  the  needle  was  withdrawn  ;  reaction  slight. 

Up  to  November  30th,  electrolysis  was  repeated  eleven  times ; 
subsequent  inflammatory  symptoms,  but  rarely  required  poultices 
and  small  doses  of  morphine.  The  needle  was  inserted  into  dif- 
ferent places.  Till  the  end  of  November,  the  swelling  diminished 
but  little  ;  afterward  it  decreased  rapidly.  March  10th,  1871,  the 
cyst  wns  reduced  to  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg. 

Dr.  F.  urgently  recommends  in  every  case  the  employment  of 
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electrolysis  before  undertaking  ovariotomy. — (Centralblf.  d.  Med. 
Wiss.    No.  23,  '71.) — Physician  and  Pharmacist. 


Smallpox  stamped  out  by  Sulphurous  Acid  Fumigations. 

Dr.  J.  Hjaltelin,  the  chief  physician  of  Iceland,  gives,  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  for  Nov.  4,  a  very  interesting  account  of 
an  epidemic  of  smallpox  which  occurred  in  some  French  fishing- 
vessels  in  the  harbor  of  Reykjavki.  The  sic]<:  men,  twenty-two  in 
number,  were  removed  to  a  large  house  situated  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  town,  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  medical  student  and  some 
nurses,  none  of  whom  were  allowed  to  have  any  communication 
with  people  outside.  The  doctor,  who  is  a  firm  believer  in  disin- 
fectant and  antiseptic  remedies,  determined  to  try  sulphurous 
acid,  both  externally  and  internally, — externally,  in  the  form  of 
fumigations,  by  burning  refined  sulphur  in  the  sick-rooms;  and 
internally,  by  giving  sulphurous  acid  mixed  with  pure  water. 
"  The  effect,"  he  says,  "  was  highly  encouraging  ;  and  it  soon 
became  evident  that,  although  the  patients  had  at  first  a  great 
aversion  to  the  fumigation,  and  complained  of  the  strong  and 
pungent  sulphurous  odor,  they  soon  felt  the  good  effects  of  it,  and 
they  became  so  eager  for  it  that  I  was  obliged  to  restrain  their 
eagerness  a  little,  being  afraid  that  their  lungs  might  suffer.  At 
the  same  time  they  got  ordinary  sulphurous  acid  internally, 
mixed  only  with  pure  water,  the  usual  dose  being  about  a  drachm, 
mixed  with  an  ounce  of  water,  and  this  being  taken  every  third 
hour.  The  result  of  this  treatment  was  very  satisfactory,  for  not 
only  did  the  eruptive  fever  and  the  heat  diminish,  but,  in  the 
milder  form  of  the  disease,  the  vesicles  dried  very  quickly,  leaving 
the  skin  covered  with  thin  brown  scales,  which  soon  fell  off.  Out 
of  twenty-two  patients  treated  in  this  way  I  only  lost  one  ;  be  was 
brought  to  the  hospital  in  a  moribund  state,  and  expired  about 
thirty-nine  hours  after  his  arrival.  Amongst  the  patients  thus 
treated,  seven  had  confluent  smallpox  ;  and  of  these,  three  were  in 
the  fourth  or  suppurative  stage  when  they  came  into  the  hospital, 
and  four  were  in  the  third  stage." 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  sulphurous  acid  had  a  really 
destructive  power  on  the  smallpox  virus,  as  in  the  following  in- 
stance :  "  A  carpenter  had  been  taken  into  the  quarantine  in  order 
to  make  some  new  beds  for  the  patients,  and  remained  there  among 
the  sick  for  some  time.  When  he  had  done  his  work  he  was  let  out, 
after  having  been  exposed  to  strong  sulphurous  fumigations.  He 
was  then  outside  under  strict  observation  during  fourteen  days ; 
and  when  no  precursory  symptoms  could  be  observed  in  him,  he 
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was  re-vaccinated  with  complete  success,  and  had  true  vaccine 
pits  a  second  time,  for  he  had  been  vaccinated  twenty  years  be- 
fore." It  may  be  added,  that  experience  has  shown  that  the  Ice- 
landers are,  no  less  than  other  people,  extremely  liable  to  the 
smallpox  contagion.  A  frightful  epidemic  occurred  in  the  island 
in  1707,  which  killed  one-fourth  part,  or  18,000,  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Dr.  H.  says  also  that  the  fumes  of  sulphur  are  not,  as  gen- 
erally supposed,  irritating,  that  they  may  be  inhaled  with  advan- 
tage in  various  bronchial  affections,  and  that  those  who  are  ex- 
posed to  them  will  be  found  to  enjoy  a  wonderful  immunity  from 
attacks  of  influenza  during  epidemics  of  that  disease. — Medical 
Times. 


On  the  Pathological  Anatomy  of  Hydrophobia  in  Dogs.    By  Prof. 
Pudnew,  of  Petersburg. 

Prof.  Rudnew,  having  been  requested  to  give  lectures  on 
pathological  anatomy  before  the  students  of  the  Veterinary  College, 
had  occasion  to  examine  a  great  many  dogs  dead  of  hydrophobia, 
subjecting  every  organ  to  a  microscopical  examination.  The 
results  obtained  were  highly  interesting.  It  was  found  that  in 
hydrophobia,  as  well  as  in  every  other  zymotic  disease,  every 
important  organ  of  the  body  was  deeply  affected. 

Prof.  R.  mentions  at  present  only  the  morbid  changes  occurring 
in  the  kidneys.  In  every  case  there  was  a  well-developed 
parenchymatous  inflammation  of  the  kidney,  both  the  cortical  and 
medullary  portions  of  which  were  equally  affected.  The  changes 
in  the  epithelium  were  generally  of  a  degenerative  character.  In 
the  height  of  the  disease  the  tubuli  were  even  without  a  trace  of 
epithelial  cells,  their  lumen  being  filled  with  a  granular  mass  in  a 
state  of  fatty  degeneration.  Whenever  this  takes  place  the  dis- 
ease is  incurable. 

Prof.  R.  promises  in  some  future  articles  further  results  of  his 
investigations.— (Centralbl.  f.  d.  Med.  Wis.    No.  21,  1871.) 


White  Gutta-Percha. 

The  Journal  of  Applied  Chemistry  gives  the  following  method  of 
preparing  this,  for  dentists'  use  and  for  other  purposes.  Four 
ounces  of  pure  gutta-percha  are  digested  with  five  pounds  of 
methyl-chloroform  until  the  solution  is  thin  enough  to  pass 
through  filtering  paper.  It  is  then  filtered  (an  additional  pound 
of  chloroform  will  facilitate  this),  and  should  then  be  clear  and 
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nearly  colorless.  Alcohol  is  now  added  in  sufficient  quantity 
to  precipitate  the  gutta-percha  in  a  voluminous  white  mass,  which 
is  washed  with  alcohol,  pressed  in  a  cloth,  and  dried  in  the  air. 
It  must  finally  be  boiled  in  water  in  a  porcelain  vessel  for  half  an 
hour,  and  while  still  hot  rolled  into  sticks.  The  chloroform 
can  be  separated  from  the  alcohol  by  adding  water,  and  the 
alcohol  recovered  by  distillation. 


Pitting  in  Smallpox. — W.  C.  Coleman,  M.D. 

To  prevent  those  pits  which  sometimes  disfigure  the  faces  of 
persons  who  have  suffered  from  smallpox,  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
interest,  and  I  give  the  following  as  the  result  of  my  own  obser- 
vation. There  are  at  least  three  things  necessary  to  accomplish 
the  desired  end.  First,  prevent  suppuration  as  far  as  possible; 
second,  allay  irritation:  and  third,  keep  the  scabs  soft  To  accom- 
plish the  first  and  second,  rupture  the  pocks  thoroughly  while  in 
the  vesicular  stage,  and  apply  carbolic  acid  and  mucilage  of  gum 
acacia,  mixing  one  part  of  the  former  to  eight  of  the  latter,  and  ap- 
ply freely  with  a  hair  pencil.  To  keep  the  scabs  soft,  use  olive  or 
sweet  oil  freely.  Continue  the  mucilage  and  acid  as  long  as  the 
irritation  lasts,  and  there  need  be  no  fears  of  the  oil  interfering  in 
any  way,  provided  the  mucilage  is  made  quite  thin. — Druggists* 
Circular. 


TJie  Use  of  Secondary  Lymph. 

The  British  Medical  Journal  says  : — Our  Manchester  corre- 
spondent writes  that  the  extent  to  which  re-vaccination  has  been 
practised  in  Manchester  during  the  last  few  months  has  afforded 
rare  opportunities  for  deciding  some  questions  which  were  before 
held  by  some  to  be  still  sub  judice ;  for  example,  the  custom 
which  has  prevailed  among  the  mill-owners  of  having  all  their 
workpeople  vaccinated  has  settled  the  question  of  the  value 
of  secondary  lymph  as  compared  with  virgin  lymph.  Out  of 
many  similar  experiences,  the  following  may  be  quoted  by  way  of 
illustration  :  A  fortnight  ago  a  surgeon  vaccinated  300  operatives : 
in  150  of  these  cases  he  employed  virgin  lymph ;  in  the  remain- 
ing 150,  secondary  lymph  was  used.  The  first  series  gave  the 
following  results  :  19  ca<es  were  unsuccessful  :  in  16  cases,  small 
papules  and  spurious  vesicles  resulted,  while  the  remaining 
115  showed  well-marked  primary  vesicles.  The  second  series 
gave  very  different  results  ;  for  out  of  them  50  were  entirely 
unsuccessful,  86  terminated  in  papules  and  small  spurious  vesi- 
cles, and  only  14  yielded  true  primary  vesicles. 
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Cell  or  Skin  Grafting. 

Having  had  some  experience  in  this  exceedingly  interesting 
practice,  and  having  carried  it  farther  than  any  of  whose  experi- 
ments I  have  read,  I  propose  to  give  my  "  experience,"  or  rather 
the  results  of  my  observations. 

I  have  practised  three  methods  :  1st,  that  of  snipping  off  por- 
tions of  true  skin  with,  the  epithelial  layer ;  2d,  scraping  off 
the  epithelial  layer ;  3d,  removing  sheets  of  detached  portions  of 
epithelium,  and  transplanting  these  to  the  surface  of  ulcers 
not  inclined  to  heal. 

The  first  method  is  more  tedious,  requires  more  care,  and  is 
less  satisfactory  than  either  of  the  others.  As  recommended, 
I  took  bits  of  skin  about  half  the  size  of  canary-seeds,  and  these 
were  carefully  placed  with  the  cut  surface  on  the  clean  surface  of 
the  nicer.  To  accomplish  this,  I  take  a  fine  cambric-needle,  fix 
it  in  a  handle,  pass  it  through  as  small  a  piece  of  skin  as  I  can, 
and  then  pass  a  sharp  knife,  with  a  sawing  motion,  under  the 
needle,  with  the  side  of  the  knife  closely  pressing  the  needle, 
so  as  to  cut  the  skin  at  the  point  where  the  deeper  surface  of  the 
needle  is  in  contact  with  it.  I  then  lay  the  needle  on  the  ulcer 
(with  the  graft  upon  it)  in  the  same  relative  position  it  was 
upon  the  skin,  dip  the  point  of  my  knife  in  water,  and  placing  its 
back  at  right  angles  upon  the  needle,  draw  the  needle  out  from  eye 
to  point,  thus  sweeping  the  graft  from  the  needle  and  leaving  it 
on  the  ulcerated  surface.  Then  I  apply  a  pretty  thick  layer 
of  simple  cerate  on  lint,  and  cover  the  surface  with  it.  A  pad  of 
cotton  wool,  and  finally  a  bandage  smoothly  applied,  complete 
the  process.  The  dressing  is  not  changed  for  a  week.  At  the 
end  of  this  time  it  is  probable  no  trace  of  the  grafts  can  be  recog- 
nized ;  in  one  week  more  they  will  be  apparent,  and  at  the  end  of 
a  month  they  will  be  found  as  large  as  the  finger-nail. — St.  Louis 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
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EDITORIAL. 
THE    NEW    COLLEGE  BUILDING. 

The  present  college  building,  whilst  it  affords  convenient  lecture, 
chemical,  and  anatomical  rooms,  is  not  designed  for  permanent  occu- 
pancy, nor  is  it  adequate  for  large  classes.  An  effort  is,  therefore, 
being  made  by  the  friends  of  Medical  Eclecticism  to  erect  a  new  col- 
lege edifice  iu  the  city  of  New  York,  which  in  design  shall  be  a  model 
of  elegance,  and  in  point  of  convenience  and  completeness  shall  be 
the  equal  of  any  similar  institution  in  this  country. 

It  is  designed  to  erect  a  building,  exclusively  for  college  purposes, 
with  two  large  amphitheatres,  dissecting  rooms,  museum,  library, 
chemical  laboratory,  and  office-rooms  for  officers  of  the  college,  which 
shall  be  ample  in  every  respect  for  the  accommodation  of  three  hun- 
dred students.  The  design  also  provides  for  a  hospital  adjoining  the 
college  building,  which  shall  be  under  the  medical  management  of 
the  faculty. 

The  rapid  progress  of  Medical  Eclecticism,  and  its  growing  popu- 
larity in  this  country,  has  wrought,  and  is  working,  a  revolution  in  the 
science  and  practice  of  medicine.  Eclectic  physicians  are  now  num- 
bered by  thousands,  and  their  patrons  by  hundreds  of  thousands, 
representing  a  fair  proportion  of  the  intelligence,  wealth,  and  social 
influence  of  the  various  communities  where  they  are  located. 

This  rapid  growth  and  the  wonderful  success  attending  the  practice  of 
educated  Eclectic  physicians,  is  largely  due  to  the  earnest  and  faithful 
teachings  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Colleges,  where  the  best  and  most 
successful  physicians  have  been  educated. 

The  men  who  have  established  these  colleges,  and  spent  the  prime 
of  their  days  in  teaching  others,  have,  with  rare  exceptions,  never  re- 
ceived for  their  services  a  tithe  of  what  they  might  have  earned  by 
the  same  effort  in  private  practice.  And  they  are  willing  to  labor  in 
the  future  as  they  have  done  in  the  pa>t.  But  in  order  that  their 
labor  shall  be  most  effective,  that  those  who  are  to  become  the  future 
representatives  of  Medical  Eclecticism  in  this  country  shall  have  the 
most  thorough  medical  training,  and  enjoy  advantages  equal  to  those 
of  ohler  and  more  favored  medical  institutions,  it  becomes  essentially 
necessary  that  the  friends  of  the  cause  should  put  forth  an  energetic 
effort,  and  at  once  supply  this  great  need. 
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Liberal  sums  have  already  been  pledged,  and  the  work  will  be  com- 
menced as  soon  as  an  amount  sufficient  to  guarantee  its  success  has 
been  raised. 

Physicians  throughout  the  country  are  cordially  invited  to  contri- 
bute liberally,  and  solicit  aid  from  their  many  friends  and  patrons  to 
further  the  enterprise. 

If  the  friends  of  the  College  will  at  once  put  forth  a  vigorous 
effort  the  work  may  in  a  short  time  be  begun,  and  the  building  com- 
pleted in  time  for  occupation  before  the  next  term. 

Donations  may  be  forwarded  direct  to  the  "  New  York  State 
Loan  and  Trust  Co.,"  119  Broadway,  New  York,  to  the  credit  of 
the  "  Eclectic  Medical  College  Building  Fund  Association."  This 
bank  will  hold  the  funds  in  trust  and  allow  interest  thereon.  Moneys 
may  be  sent  by  draft,  post-office  order,  or  in  any  other  manner  conve- 
nient, and  the  Bank  will  return  a  receipt  therefor. 

Any  further  information  may  be  obtained  by  addressing  any  mem- 
ber cff  the  faculty  of  the  college. 


OTJR  CONTRIBUTORS. 

Dr.  O.  E.  Newton's  essay  on  the  pathology  and  curability  of 
cancer  is  continued  in  this  number,  and  will  be  in  subsequent 
numbers.  A  series  of  articles  from  his  pen  upon  the  subject  of  dis- 
eases of  the  rectum  and  their  treatment  will  commence  in  the  March 
number.  The  great  success  which  has  attended  his  treatment  of  can- 
cer and  rectal  diseases  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  value  to  every  prac- 
titioner of  medicine. 

Prof.  R.  A.  Gunn,  M.D.,  formerly  of  the  Chicago  Medical  Times, 
now  Prof,  of  Anatomy  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York, 
has  consented  to  become  a  regular  contributor  to  the  columns  of  the 
Review.  His  paper  in  the  January  number,  on  "  The  Antiseptic 
Treatment  in  Surgery,"  is  worth  more  than  a  year's  subscription. 

A  very  interesting  paper  will  appear  in  the  March  number  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Miles,  of  Boston. 


THE    ECLECTIC    MEDICAL  REVIEW. 

The  circulation  of  this  journal  has  been  gradual  and  permanent, 
and  at  this  time  is  mailed  at  the  rate  of  over  20,000  copies  per  an- 


1872.] 


Editorial. 


373 


num.  It  has  subscribers  in  every  State  and  Territory,  as  well  as  in  all 
the  British  Provinces.  From  its  commencement  it  has  been  the  firm 
supporter  of  true  Eclecticism — progressive,  independent,  and  honora- 
ble in  its  dealings  with  those  who  differ  from  it. 

An  independent  medical  press  is  just  as  desirable  as  that  of  the 
secular  press,  and  honesty  and  true  dealing  should  characterize  its 
action.  The  reverse  of  this  is  only  to  destroy  those  who  thus  deal 
in  and  with  the  profession.  In  all  its  opposition  to  persons,  schools, 
or  doctrines,  it  has  endeavored  to  deal  fairly  and  candidly.  It  has 
never  avoided  the  responsibility  of  an  open  opposition,  nor  has  it 
ever  adopted  the  custom  pursued  by  some  journalists  of  attacking 
others  by  inuendos  or  by  communications  pretended  to  have  been 
written  by  other  parties. 

The  cause  of  Eclecticism  is  either  to  be  injured  or  greatly  benefitted 
by  the  management  of  its  periodical  literature.  This  being  well 
known  to  the  profes'sion,  no  journal  should  succeed  that  violates  this 
rule. 


THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  VALUABLE  MANUSCRIPTS. 

Prof.  W.  Byrd  Powell,  M.D.,  one  of  the  greatest  investigators  of  the 
age,  had  devoted  more  than  twenty  years  to  the  investigation  of  many 
subjects  pertaining  to  psychology,  cerebral  physiology,  and  general 
pathology,  all  of  which  he  had  embodied  in  an  elaborate  manuscript 
volume,  ready  for  publication  ;  and  had  also  made  a  contract  with  the 
publishers  for  its  early  issue,  when,  in  1853,  he  was  stricken  down 
with  an  attack  of  paralysis,  which  confined  him  to  his  bed  for  many 
weeks.  L^pon  his  recovery  he  was  very  much  astonished  as  well  as 
distressed  to  learn  that  his  colored  servant  had  used  the  labor  of  so 
many  years — the  MSS. — for  kindling  his  fire. 

The  Doctor  was  never  able  to  reproduce  it.  This,  no  doubt,  was 
one  of  the  most  serious  losses  of  the  kind  ever  sustained  by  the 
medical  profession. 


THE    CITY    OF    NEW    YORK    AS    A    LOCATION  FOR 
ECLECTIC   PHYSICIANS    AND  SURGEONS. 

This  city  now  occupies  an  area  of  20  miles,  and  has  a  population  of 
one  million  of  people.    To  this  add  two  millions  of  visitors  annually, 
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and  it  will  be  easy  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  amount  of  professional 
business  required.  At  this  time  everything  is  favorable  to  our  enter- 
prise and  to  our  practice  of  medicine.  All  public  institutions  are  ac- 
cessible to  students  and  practitioners  of  all  schools  of  medicine. 

We  actually  need  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at  this  time,  five  hun- 
dred of  the  very  best  Eclectic  physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  United 
States,  every  one  of  whom,  with  proper  industry,  could,  in  a  short 
time,  secure  a  large  practice.  We  sincerely  hope  to  see  this  number 
of  Eclectic  physicians  located  here  in  a  very  short  time. 


MEDICAL  WOMEN  IN    MEDICAL    COLLEGES  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES. 

The  time  has  arrived  when  the  inquiry  is  made,  what  medical 
colleges  were  the  first  in  this  country  to  admit  women  as  medical 
students.  The  first  was  the  Geneva  Medical  College  in  this  State ; 
the  next  wras  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Memphis  Institute  at 
Memphis,  Tenn. ;  next,  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati ; 
then  the  Worcester  Medical  College.  These  were  the  colleges  which 
were  the  pioneers  in  favor  of  the  medical  education  of  women.  Since 
this  time  other  colleges,  both  in  this  and  other  countries,  have  yielded 
to  the  necessity,  and  are  doing  much  good  by  their  labors  in  this 
field. 

At  this  late  day,  and  after  every  medical  society  and  medical  col- 
lege of  a  reformatory  character  in  this  country  has  been  securing 
women  as  members  and  students  for  twenty  years  or  more,  our  old- 
school  friends  have  at  last  found  it  impossible  to  oppose  this  move- 
ment any  longer,  and  are  now  yielding  to  the  necessity  and  admitting 
the  women  as  members  of  medical  societies  and  students  in  medical 
colleges. 


THE  WHEELS  OF  MEDICAL  PROGRESS. 

There  are  many  men  in  the  different  branches  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession who  appear  to  think  that  the  wheels  of  medical  progress  are 
moving  too  rapidly,  and  that  they  should  be  arrested  in  order  to  save 
them  from  being  disturbed  in  their  antiquated  state  of  repose.  Es- 
pecially is  this  true  upon  the '-woman  question.    The  following  droll 
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copy  of  verses  on  Jowett's  Plato  appears  in  Blackwood's  Magazine. 
There  is  a  little  of  the  fun  of  the  old  days  of  Christopher  North  in  it ; 
and  as  a  contribution  to  the  sex  controversy,  Ave  venture  to  reproduce 
two  of  the  rollicking  stanzas : 

"  Then  the  struggles  and  strife 
That  attend  married  life, 
And  that  often  turn  love  into  hate,  0  ! 
Its  profligate  courses, 
Desertions,  divorced, 
Must  have  hurt  the  fine  feelings  of  Plato. 
But  a  very  bad  cure  proposed  Plato 
(For  I  don't  think  him  here  the  potato), 
'  Make  the  man  and  the  woman, 
Like  property,  common, — 
And  the  children  as  well  ; '  added  Plato. 
********** 

"On  this  question  that  vexes 

Us  as  to  the  sexes 
Our  author  don't  long  hesitate,  O  ! 

Woman's  duties  and  rights, 

Whether  beauties  or  frights, 
Are  completely  conceded  by  Plato. 
But  the  place  here  adopted  by  Plato 
Seems  to  move  at  too  rapid  a  rate,  O  ! 

All  must  go  to  the  wars 

And  be  servants  of  Mars, 
Both  the  women  and  men,  under  Plato." 


A  CURIOUS  STATE  OF  FACTS. 

In  the  trial  of  Foster  for  killing  Putnam  in  this  city,  in  May,  1871, 
the  following  appeared  in  the  Commercial  Advertiser  of  May  23d, 
1871,  as  a  part  of  the  proceedings  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  trial  on 
the  part  of  the  defence  : 

"Thomas  Kiixklka,  captain  of  the  Twenty-second  Precinct,  stated 
that  Mr,  Putnam  was  taken  to  his  station-house,  and  thence  by  an 
ambulance  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital;  he  took  the  prisoner  to  St.  Lake's 
Hospital  with  the  driver;  he  asked  Mr.  Putnam  if  he  could  identify 
the  man;  he  first  produced  the  driver  and  then  Foster;  Mr.  Putnam 
said  he  was  the  man,  and  then  asked  him  why  he  had  shut  and 
opened  the  door;  Foster  said  what  door;  the  Captain  said,  "  You  are 
in  no  condition,  Mr.  Putnam, to  quarrel  with  him  now  ;  "  Mr.  Putnam 
said  he  had  never  seen  him  before  last  night;  Mr.  Putnam  was  not 
kept  at  the  station-house  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 
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Dr.  George  M.  Lefferts,  surgeon  at  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  saw 
Mr.  Putnam  at  a  quarter-past  eleven  on  the  night  of  the  26th  :  he  had 
an  incised  wound  in  his  head,  just  front  of  the  left  ear,  a  contusion 
over  his  eye,  and  an  incised  wound  in  his  left  knee;  the  incised  wound 
penetrated  the  skull  and  the  brain  substance  was  oozing  out ;  a  further 
examination  showed  that  the  whole  parietal  bone  was  broken  into 
several  pieces,  and  that  the  integuments  of  the  brain  were  lacerated 
and  the  brain  substance  penetrated ;  he  was  perfectly  sensible  when 
brought  in,  and  continued  so  till  after  the  operation  for  the  removal 
of  the  fractured  bone  ;  after  that  he  sunk  into  a  state  of  coma  and 
died  ;  the  immediate  cause  of  his  death  was  acute  menegitis,  resulting 
from  his  injuries  ;  examination  after  death  showed  that  his  other 
organs  were  healthy. 

Cross-examined  : — I  simply  put  a  bandage  on  his  head  that  night 
and  left  him  with  a  nurse  ;  I  did  not  report  the  case  till  next  morn- 
ing ;  I  knew  then  the  skull  was  fractured ;  I  saw  him  again  at  half- 
past  seven  next  morning;  nothing  was  done  further  until  eleven 
o'clock ;  the  first  treatment  was  at  that  time  ;  Dr.  Buch  made 
a  thorough  exploration ;  the  depression  below  was  considerable, 
amounting  to  a  cavity  ;  there  was  no  trepanning,  we  removed  the 
fragments  ;  on  afternoon  of  Friday  he  was  conscious  ;  there  was  no 
coma  ;  he  became  comatose  on  Saturday  morning  ;  coma  is  not  always 
the  sleep  of  death  ;  men  sometimes  recover  from  it ;  on  Saturday 
morning  leeches  were  applied,  and  the  usual  means  of  subduing  in- 
flammation ;  the  semi-coma  came  on  and  deepened  with  the  inflam- 
mation ;  had  seen  worse  fractures  of  the  skull,  worse  than  this  ;  had 
not  known  such  cases  to  recover ;  had  seen  cases  of  trepanning 
where  a  half-inch  of  bone  was  removed  ;  if  inflammation  had  not  se 
in  he  might  possibly  have  recovered. 

To  a  juror — I  considered  when  I  first  saw  Mr.  Putnam  that  his 
wound  was  fatal. 

To  Mr.  Stuart — Perhaps  highly  dangerous  would  be  a  better  ex- 
pression. 

To  Judge  Garvin — TVe  did,  I  think,  all  that  could  be  done  ;  I  am 
satisfied  nothing  that  could  be  done  could  have  saved  him. 

The  District  Attorney  called  Dr.  Marsh,  and  lie  not  answering, 
stated  that  he  understood  that  he  was  sick  ;  with  that  exception  his 
case  was  complete.'" 

Can  any  one  tell  why  Putnam  was  in  St.  Luke's  Hospital  from  11  1-4 
o'clock  p.m.  of  the  26th  of  April  until  eleven  o'clock  a.m.  of  the 
27th,  without  having  his  wound  dressed  ?  Certainly  this  was  a  great 
loss  of  valuable  time.  It  appears  that  Putnam  was  not  insensible  at 
the  time  he  entered  the  Hospital,  nor  did  he  become  so  until  Saturday. 
Whether  this  delay  did  or  did  not  in  any  way  contribute  to  his  death, 
there  certainly  is  good  ground  for  conjecture,  and  to. make  it  a  question 
in  medical  jurisprudence  which  could  not  be  answered  very  easily.  To 
say  the  least  of  this  peculiar  state  of  facts,  there  can  be  no  excuse  for 
such  inhuman  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  managers  of  a  hospital. 
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BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

The  medical  staff  and  medical  students  of  this  Institution  have  for 
some  time  past  made  themselves  quite  notorious,  by  making  it  so  that 
the  women  medical  students  of  this  city  who,  under  the  laws  of  this 
State,  have  guaranteed  to  them  every  privilege  enjoyed  by  other 
medical  students,  cannot  attend  without  being  insulted.  We  give  a 
little  circumstance  which  transpired  in  that  Institution  a  few  days 
since.  A  case  was  presented  in  the  Clinical  Lecture-Room  for 
surgical  treatment. 

Says  the  professor  :  "  Gentlemen,  you  will  see  that  this  is  a  case  of 
cancer  of  the  penis,  and  requires  amputation."  Taking  hold  of  the 
organ  and  stretching  it  to  its  greatest  capacity,  he  said  :  Gentlemen, 
this  is  an  old  penis  (the  patient  being  an  old  man).  I  would  rather 
amputate  a  younger  one,  as  then  it  would  prevent  more  mischief, 
while  the  old  one  could  not  do  much  harm."  Says  he :  "  No  use  of 
any  more  talk,  here  goes,  one,  two,  three,  there  is  your  penis,"  apply- 
ing the  knife  with  the  word  and  throwing  the  organ  some  distance 
upon  the  floor.  Now  has  not  the  time  arrived  when  an  American 
woman  in  our  American  Medical  Institutions  should  be  protected 
from  such  insults  by  the  men  in  charge  of  such  Institutions  ? 

Similar  outrages  are  committed  to  such  extent  that  not  a  single 
woman  can  attend  there  without  being  insulted. 

The  Legislature  of  this  State  should  not  adjourn  until  some  whole- 
some and  special  laws  are  enacted  with  special  reference  to  this 
hospital  Every  Representative  should  blush  at  such  insults  and 
outraged  feelings.  Here  is  a  set  of  men  who  reap  a  lucrative  income 
from  this  Institution,  and  yet  they  are  allowed  to  thus  treat  our  own 
women.  Separate  the  Faculty  of  the  Bellevue  Hospital  College  from 
this  Hospital,  and  this  Medical  College  would  soon  find  its  level  or 
pass  away,  for  its  only  existence  depends  upon  its  connection  with  the 
hospital. 

Every  man  connected  with  the  medical  staff  of  that  Hospital  who 
has  been  guilty  of  such  indecencies  and  ungentlemanly  conduct  should 
be  removed  at  once,  and  their  places  filled  by  gentlemen  who  have  not 
forgotten  that  their  mothers,  wives,  and  sisters  are  women. 
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TRANSACTIONS  OF  THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  1869-70. 

This  is  a  volume  of  800  pages,  and  is  considered  the  most  valuable 
of  the  five  volumes  issued. 

There  are  a  few  copies  yet  on  hand  which  the  Society  would  mail  to 
any  of  our  subscribers  or  Eclectic  Physicians,  who  will  remit  the 
amount  of  the  postage,  fifty  cents. 


TO  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE.  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES 
OF  ALL  SCHOOLS  OF  MEDICINE. 

We  are  anxious  to  form  a  complete  exchange  for  the  transac- 
tions of  all  the  State  Medical  Societies.  We  will  furnish  the  transac- 
tions of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  New  York,  being  a  volume  of 
800  pages,  in  return  for  such  as  are  issued  annually  by  other  societies. 


DONATIONS  TO  THE  COLLEGE  MUSEUM. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  College  of  New  York,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted 
unanimously : 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Drs.  H.  E.  Firth, 
P.  A.  Morrow,  and  Robert  S.  Newton,  was  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  soliciting  from  the  medical  profession  such  anatomical,  patho- 
logical, and  surgical  specimens  as  they  are  willing  to  donate  to  the 
Eclectic  College  Museum,  and  that  the  editors  of  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Review  be  requested  to  publish  this  resolution. 

The  undersigned  committee,  appointed  as  per  above  resolution,  would 
respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  above  request. 
They  will  be  pleased  to  receive  such  specimens  as  will  be  of  interest 
to  the  Museum.  Here  such  will  be  carefully  labelled  with  the  name 
of  the  donor  and  all  the  special  information  of  interest  connected 
with  the  case  will  be  recorded.  This  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
students  in  their  various  departments.  May  we  have  a  response  from 
our  friends  soon. 

H.  E.  FIRTH,  M.D.,  ) 

P.  A.  MORROW,  M.D.,  \  Committee. 

ROBERT  S.  NEWTON,  M.D.,  ) 
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COLLEGE  COMMENCEMENT. 

The  present  College  Term  will  close  on  Thursday,  15th  inst.  The 
commencement  exercises  will  occur  in  the  hall  of  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association,  corner  of  Twenty-third  Street  and  Fourth 
Avenue,  at  7  1-2  o'clock,  p.  m. 


MEDICO-LEGAL  MATTERS  IN  ONTARIO. 

The  Medical  controversy  in  Ontario  seems  to  be  settled  in  a  man- 
ner which  places  students  of  medicine  of  all  the  recognized  schools 
of  medicine  on  the  same  basis. 

Heretofore,  all  candidates  for  registration  in  Ontario  were  required 
to  pay  the  full  fees  for  and  attend  the  entire  course  of  instruction  in 
some  Medical  School  of  Ontario,  before  being  admitted  as  can- 
didates for  registration.  As  there  are  no  Eclectic  or  Homeopathic 
Colleges  in  the  Province  it  was  very  oppressive  upon  those  who  felt 
it  necessary  to  obtain  their  medical  education  in  Eclectic  or  Homeo- 
pathic Colleges  of  the  United  States.  The  Council  of  the  College  of 
Physiciaus  and  Surgeons  of  Ontario  (composed  of  Old  School^ 
Eclectic  and  Homeopathic  physicians)  have  at  a  recent  meeting,  after 
much  deliberation,  adopted  a  series  of  By-laws  (published  in  the 
January  number  of  the  Canada  Lancet),  which,  as  we  understand  the 
matter,  partially  at  least  removes  the  difficulty: 

1.  AD  students  from  recognized  Colleges  outside  the  Provinces  of 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  who  desire  to  qualify  themselves  for  regis- 
tration in  this  Province,  shall  pass  the  matriculation  examination 
established  by  the  Council,  and  attend  thereafter  one  full  winter 
course  of  lectures  in  some  of  the  Ontario  Medical  Schools  and  such 
other  course  or  courses  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  cur- 
riculum and  pass  the  primary  and  final  examinations  before  the 
Board. 

2.  All  graduates  from  recognized  Colleges  outside  the  Provinces 
of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  who  desire  to  qualify  for  registration  in  this 
Province,  shall  matriculate,  attend  one  full  winter  course  of  lectures 
in  Ontario,  and  such  other  course  or  courses  as  may  be  necessary 
to  complete  the  curriculum  and  pass  the  primary  and  final  examina- 
tions before  the  Board. 
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3.  Nothing  in  the  two  preceding  clauses  shall  exempt  residents  of 
Ontario,  who  after  this  date  elect  to  pursue  their  studies  outside 
of  the  Provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  from  passing  four  years 
in  pursuit  of  Medical  studies  after  matriculation  in  this  Province  be- 
fore the  examiner  of  the  Council." 

This  By-law  having  passed  the  Council,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  draft  amendments  to  the  Medical  Act,  and  the  Council 
adjourned. 


NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 


MEETINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 

Semi-Annual  Meeting  of  the  Maine  Eclectic  Medical 
Society. — The  Maine  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  semi-annual 
meeting  at  the  Evans  Hotel,  in  Gardiner. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  10,  1872,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  Samuel  York,  M.D.,  of  Lewiston. 

The  record  of  the  annual  meeting  was  read  and  approved.  After 
an  animated  discussion  upon  Special  Medical  Legislation,  the  commit- 
tee which  was  appointed  to  procure  such  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 
was  discharged. 

The  merits  and  demerits  of  a  Bill  called  the  Medical  Act  were 
thoroughly  discussed,  most  of  the  members  participating  in  the  dis- 
cussion. By  request,  E.  A.  Chadwick,  Esq.,  came  into  the  meeting, 
and  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  Act  and  of  the  hearing  before  the 
-Judiciary  Committee  last  Winter ;  gave  his  views  of  the  legal  effect 
of  the  Bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  showing  conclusively  that  it  de- 
signed prohibiting,  by  severe  penalties,  all  kinds  of  medical  practice, 
except  the  Allopathic  or  old  school ;  he  claimed  that  it  was  special 
class  legislation,  tyrannical,  arbitrary,  and  of  doubtful  constitutionality; 
that  the  Legislature  might,  with  equal  propriety,  prohibit  all  kinds  of 
preaching  or  religious  worship  except  the  old  school  of  infant  damna- 
tion according  to  Edwards.  He  closed  by  presenting  his  views  as  to 
the  best  manner  of  arousing  the  people  to  a  proper  sense  of  the  ap- 
proaching danger,  and  preventing  its  passage.  A  committee  of  three 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  M.  II.  Holmes,  M.D.,  of  West  Water- 
ville ;  M.  F.  Marble,  M.D.,  of  Gardiner  ;  W.  R.  Wright,  M.D.,  of  Bath  ; 
to  carry  out  those  views,  and  make  use  of  all  other  honorable  means  to 
prevent  its  passage,  should  occasion  require.  The  members,  with  their 
wives,  daughters,  and  invited  guests,  then  repaired  to  the  beautiful 
dining-hall  of  the  Evans  Hotel,  where  a  bountiful  and  choice  repast 
was  prepared,  and  served  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  the  proprie- 
tor, and  discussed  with  extreme  satisfaction  by  all  present. 
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At  2  o'clock  p.m.,  the  members  again  assembled  and  were  called  to 
order  by  the  President.  The  Treasurer's  report  showed  the  society 
t<>  be  in  a  good  condition  financially.  Several  letters  were  read  from 
distinguished  physicians  approving  our  fidelity  and  encouraging  our 
efforts.  T.  G.  Batchelder,  M.D.,  of  Surry,  was  duly  examined  and 
unanimously  elected  a  member  of  the  society.  Several  patients  were 
examined,  many  of  them  presenting  interesting  phases  of  disease.  A. 
P.  Wing,  M.D.,  of  Auburn,  gave  a  highly  interesting  discourse  on 
Physiology  and  Hygiene.  A.  Reynolds,  M.D.,  of  Farmington,  then 
read  an  elaborate  and  highly-instructive  essay  on  Medical  Science. 

Voted  to  request  a  copy  for  publication.  Voted  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  be  presented  to  E.  A.  Chadwick,  Esq.,  for  his  able  expo- 
sition of  the  probable  effects  of  the  Medical  Act,  if  passed,  on  the 
profession  and  the  people  ;  also  to  Drs.  Wing  and  Reynolds  for  their 
addresses,  and  to  the  Maine  Central  Railroad,  and  its  popular 
agent,  Mr.  Clapp,  for  their  liberality  in  granting  free  return  tickets, 
and  to  Mr.  Rollins,  the  proprietor  of  Evans  Hotel,  for  his  kind  and 
courteous  gift  of  the  use  of  his  room  for  the  meeting.  Adjourned  to 
meet  in  Bangor  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  June  next. 

M.  F.  Marble, 

Secretary. 

The  Eclectic  Piiysiciaxs  of  California  will  soon  issue  a  call 
for  a  meeting  to  be  held  as  soon  as  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments can  be  made,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  State  Eclectic 
Medical  Society.  There  are  enough  substantial  men  in  that  State  to 
do  the  work  if  they  could  only  be  induced  to  move.  Success  must 
attend  a  co-operative  movement,  by  such  men  as  Drs.  F.  C.  Cook, 
J.  P.  Backesto,  J.  B.  Pelkington,  L.  B.  Iloag,  A.  G.  Compton, 
B.  B.  Allen,  E.  S.  Willis,  J.  M.  Grant,  King,  Mason,  Snell,  and  others. 
We  hope  they  will  move  rapidly  in  this  work. 

Eclectic  Medical  Infirmary  of  Maine. — At  a  call  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Infirmary  by  a  written  notice  to 
each  of  the  petitioners,  and  a  notice  in  the  Leiciston  Journal  fourteen 
days  before  said  meeting  was  to  be  held  at  Auburn  Court-House,  on 
the  13th  day  of  March,"l87l,  at  1  o'clock  P.M. 

Said  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  M.  F.  Marble,  M.D. ,  of  Gardi- 
ner, who  nominated  S.  York,  M.D.,  of  Lewiston,  for  Chairman. 

R.  Mace,  M.  1).,  of  Yarmouth,  was  elected  Secretary: 

Members  present,  M.  F.  Marble,  S.  York,  R.  Mace,  L.W.  Haakett, 
E.  Keen,  Jr.,  D.  V.  Atwood. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  we  accept  the  Charter  granted  by 
the  Legislature,  Jan.  30,  1871.    It  was  a  vote  to  accept. 

Auburn,  June  2C,  1871. 
Pursuant  to  a  call  by  the  President,  the  members  of  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Infirmary  assembled  in  the  Court-House  at  Auburn,  Maine, 
at  2  o'clock  p.m. 
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The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President.  The  records  of 
the  previous  meeting  were  called  for,  read  and  approved. 

A  committee  was  elected  to  secure  the  names  of  suitable  persons  to 
aid  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Institution,  consisting  of  N.  French,  J. 
Pendley,  of  Auburn,  and  A.  B.  Furbush,  and  S.  York,  of  Lewiston. 
Moved  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  President. 

Richard  Mace, 

Secretary  pro  tern. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  E.  Keen,  Jr.,  be  President  of  the 
Institution.  It  was  a  vote.  It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  L.  W. 
Haskett  be  Vice-President.  It  was  a  vote.  It  was  moved  and 
seconded  that  D.  V.  Atwood  be  Secretary.  It  was  a  vote. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  S.  E.  Jacobs  be  Treasurer.  It 
was  a  vote.  It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  we  accept  and  adopt 
the  Constitution  presented  before  the  meeting.  It  was  a  vote  ;  also 
that  the  incorporators  sign  the  Constitution,  and  all  new  members. 
It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the 
President. 

Richard  Mace,  M.D., 

Secretary. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 
New  York  was  held  at  Albany  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  January. 
The  meeting  was  one  of  more  than  usual  interest.  An  extended 
report  by  the  Secretary  will  appear  in  the  March  number  of  the 
Review. 

Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society. — This  Society  held 
its  eleventh  annual  meeting  on  the  9th  of  January,  1872,  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson,  St.  James  Avenue.  The  profession  was 
unusually  well  represented,  by  members  and  visitors,  and  the  business 
of  the  occasion  was  transacted  with  marked  unanimity.  The  Society 
is  prosperous  and  harmonious,  and  is  exerting  a  healthful  influence  in 
the  community,  and  continues  to  be  a  silent,  but  effective  agent  in 
spreading  the  great  principles  of  the  school  of  Eclecticism.  The  Treas- 
urer's report  showed  that,  financially,  the  Society  was  in  a  good  con- 
dition. 

It  being  the  annual  election  of  officers,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected,  with  the  most  cordial  unanimity,  to  their  several  offices : 

R.  W.  Geddes,  M.D.,  Pres.  ;  C.  Edwin  Miles,  M.D.,  Vice-Pres.  ; 
H.  G.  Barrows,  M.D.,  Sec.  ;  and  J.  W.  Towne,  M.D.,  Treas. 
Board  op  Examiners:  Drs.  W.  E.  Underwood,  C.  Edwin  Miles,  and 
Joseph  Jackson. 

President  Geddes,  on  taking  the  chair,  addressed  the  Society  in  his^ 
usual  felicitous  manner,  imparting  not  only  good  counsel,  but  words  of 
encouragement,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  duties  of  the  coming  year. 

Dr.  C.  Edwin  Miles  read  an  interesting  paper  entitled  "  Some  Sug- 
gestions touching  the  Functions  of  the  Liver,  Spleen,"  etc.,  which 
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evinced  close  thought,  and  a  careful  study  of  the  subjects  brought  to 
view.  A  friendly  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  in 
which  Dra,  Underwood,  Towne,  and  Miles  participated.  Following 
this,  Dr.  W.  E.  Wright  offered  some  very  pertinent  and  useful  re- 
marks concerning  "  labor,"  in  which  he  deprecated  the  hasty  use  of 
instruments.  At  this  point  the  Society  took  a  recess,  and  at  the 
invitation  of  Dr.  Jackson,  the  members  and  visitors  followed  him  to 
the  dining-room,  where  a  most  liberal  banquet  had  been  prepared. 
After  a  due  discussion  of  the  viands,  Dr.  Barrows  read  a  humorous 
poem,  which  was  well  received. 

After  the  transaction  of  the  remaining  business  of  the  meeting  the 
society  adjourned,  highly  pleased  with  the  transactions  and  festivities 
of  this,  their  eleventh  anniversary, 

H.  G.  B. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society. — The  Eleventh  Se mi- 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society  was 
held  at  the  Revere  House,  Boston,  Jan.  10th,  1872. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  at  10:30  a.  m.,  by  the  President, 
Dr.  H.  H.  Brigham.  After  the  transaction  of  business,  essays  were 
read  by  Dr.  William  Bass,  on  "Fractures,"  and  Dr.  C.  Edwin  Miles, 
on  "  Enchondroma  of  the  abdomen,  associated  with  ascites,"  which 
were  discussed  by  the  Society.  Interesting  cases  were  reported 
by  Drs.  Darling,  West,  Aldrich,  Bass,  Geddes,  and  Ambrose,  which 
elicited  much  discussion. 

Dr.  Miles  advocated  the  use  of  Ipecacuanha  in  the  diarrhoea  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  in  the  dysentery  of  children. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Newton,  of  Chatham,  Mass.,  was  examined  by  the 
Counsellors  and  admitted  to  the  Society. 

The  semi-annual  dinner  was  served  at  the  Revere  House,  and  was 
excellent.  The  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  in 
Boston,  June  6  and  7,  1872.       Respectfully  yours, 

Milbrey  Green,  M.  D. ,  Secretary. 

Boston,  January  15,  1872. 

We  learn  that  this  was  the  largest  and  most  interesting  semi-annual 
meeting  ever  held  by  the  Society,  and  regret  not  having  a  more  ex- 
tended report  of  it.  Our  Massachusetts  friends  are  alive  to  the  im- 
portance of  maintaining  an  active  organization. — Editors  Review. 

The  New  Nomenclature. — A  first  prize  of  1,875  fiances  and 
a  second  of  750  fiances,  are  offered  at  Gottingen  for  a  new  and  exact 
determination  of  the  atomic  weights  of  the  elements,  together 
with  the  indication  of  the  limits  of  error,  accompanied  by  a  review  of 
the  works  of  the  various  authors  who  have  written  on  the  subject. 
The  prizes  will  be  decided  upon  the  11th  of  March,  1873. — Am. 
Chemist. 

Veratrum  Yibide  an  Antidote  to  Opium. — Dr.  E.  II.  Sholl, 
of  Alabama,  communicates  a  case  of  poisoning  by  morphia,  which 
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was  cured  by  veratrum.  The  patient,  a  negro  boy,  aged  15  years, 
had  typhoid  fever,  and  took  an  overdose  of  morphia,  which  had  been 
prescribed  for  hiccough.  It  was  followed  by  stertorous  breathing, 
contracted  pupils,  and  so  forth.  His  mouth  was  pried  open,  and  gtt. 
xviij.  Norwood's  tincture  poured  in  with  two  ounces  of  brandy. 
In  one  hour  every  symptom  of  poison  had  vanished. — Druggists'1 
Circular. 

Importance  of  Pure  Virus. — Several  cases  have  presented  them- 
selves to  our  notice  where  serious  results  have  followed  what  seemed 
to  be  impure  vaccine  virus.  In  one  a  child  four  years  old  wras 
attacked  with  an  eruption  of  pustules  over  the  head,  back,  face, 
and  arms,  with  fever,  loss  of  appetite,  and  debility.  On  this  topic 
Dr.  H.  C.  Bahnsen,  of  North  Carolina,  writes  us:  "I  have  the 
greatest  horror  of  impure  vaccination,  because  I  myself  am  a  sufferer 
at  this  time  to  the  extent  of  a  crippled  elbow-joint  and  swelled 
lymphatic  glands  from  a  re-vaccination  performed  on  me  eight  years 
ago,  while  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Point  Lookout,  Md.  Doubtless 
ordinary  caution  had  been  used  to  procure  good  virus,  and  I  have 
never  blamed  any  one  for  my  misfortune  ;  but  it  has  taught  me  very 
effectually  the  lesson  of  caution." — Med.  and  Surg.  Rep. 

To  Prevent  Discoloration  from  Bruises. — Apply  repeatedly 
cloths  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  or  the  tincture  of  arnica. 

An  Eighth  Rib  in  Man. — Mr.  Pen-in  makes  a  communication  to 
Nature  in  regard  to  the  occasional  occurrence  of  an  eighth  true  rib 
in  man;  although  it  has  been  generally  considered  that  seven 
form  the  absolute  limit.  This  eighth  rib  is  sometimes  found  on  one 
side  only,  still  more  rarely  on  both  sides,  and  it  is  suggested  by  Mr. 
Perrin  that  cases  of  this  abnormal  character  possibly  occur  more 
frequently  than  has  been  suspected.  The  maximum  normal  number 
of  sternal  ribs  appears  to  be  ten,  but  in  the  higher  primates  the 
tenth,  ninth,  and  eighth  are  successively  lost  in  the  transition 
from  their  lower  to  the  higher  forms.  In  the  carnivora  the  sternal 
ribs  are  usually  nine,  although  the  Esquimaux  dog,  the  Arctic  wolf, 
and  the  proteles  have  only  eight.  The  common  badger  of  Europe 
has  ten  true  ribs. — Druggists'  Circidar. 

Removal  of  Dried  Albumen  from  Vessels. — According  to  Dr. 
Steinde,  vessels  in  wrhich  albumen  or  albuminous  mixtures  have  been 
kept  can  be  best  cleansed  by  a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  a  saturated 
solution  of  a  double  bichromate  of  potash  and  sulphuric  acid. 
Even  burnt  albumen  is  so  far  destroyed  in  a  short  time  by  this  mix- 
ture that  the  vessel  can  by  cleaned  very  readily  by  means  of  warm 
water  and  a  brush. — Journal  of  Applied  Chemistry. 

Chlorate  of  Potassa  in  Dysentery. — Dr.  A.  B.  Isham,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio  (The  Clinic),  says  that  in  cases  of  chronic  purulent 
dysentery,  which  resisted  the  usual  mode  of  treatment,  he  has  re- 
sorted to  the  use  of  chlorate  of  potassa  with  success. 
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Excision  op  Cancer  of  the  (Esophagus. — The  last  number  of 
the  Arrkiv  fur  Klinische  Ch irutrgie contains  a  paper  by  Dr.  Billroth, 
in  which  he  proposes,  in  cases  of  carcinomatous  stricture  of  the 
oesophagus  occurring  in  an  accessible  situation,  to  cut  out,  through 
its  whole  circumference,  that  portion  of  the  tube  which  contains  the 
disease.  He  has  not  yet  performed  this  operation  on  the  human 
subject ;  but  he  is  led  to  believe  in  its  practicability,  first,  from  the 
occasional  restoration  of  the  urethral  canal  after  its  division,  and  sec- 
ondly, by  the  result  of  an  experiment  which  he  performed  on  a  dog. 
He  cut  out  about  an  inch  and  a  quarter  of  the  animal's  oesophagus, 
fastened  the  lower  end  to  the  edge  of  the  wound  by  two  sutures, 
and  fed  the  dog  with  milk  through  an  oesophageal  tube  passed 
through  the  mouth  into  the  stomach.  The  sutures  were  re- 
moved about  a  week  after  the  operation.  There  was  considerable 
mucous  discharge  from  the  wound.  The  external  wound  gradually 
contracted,  and  the  discharge  diminished.  About  ten  weeks  after 
the  operation  the  external  opening  was  completely  closed.  Bougies 
were  frequently  introduced  so  as  to  dilate  the  cicatrix,  and  the  dog 
gradually  regained  the  power  of  eating  flesh,  potatoes,  etc.,  and 
swallowing  them  with  ease.  Three  months  after  the  operation  the 
animal  was  killed.  The  oesophagus  presented  a  simple  annular 
cicatrix,  scarcely  half  a  line  wide  ;  the  tube  was  completely  pervious. 
— Medical  lie  cord. 

Phosphorus  in  the  Human  Stomach. — Dr.  C.  T.  Jackson  (Boston 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.)  made  a  chemical  analysis  of  a  stomach  taken 
from  a  young  woman  who  died  of  tuberculous  consumption,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  phosphorus  contained  in 
the  organ,  no  such  analysis  being  found  in  books  on  Toxicology. 
The  stomach,  in  its  natural  state  of  moisture,  weighed  2,000  grains, 
and  when  dried,  380  grains  ;  200  grains  of  the  dry  stomach,  burned 
in  a  platinum  capsule,  gave  4.5  ashes,  which,  on  analysis,  yielded : 

Phosphate  of  lime  0.90  grs.  =  P.05  0.503  =  P.  = 

Phosphate  of  soda  3.01    "  ==  P.Os  1.599  =  P.  =  0.702 

Chloride  of  sod.  and  other  salts . .  0.50   

Insol.  siliceous  matter  0.08  0.935 


4.49 

Then  3S0  grains  of  dried  stomach  contain  1.3015  grains  of  phos- 
phorus, and,  of  course,  the  2,000  grains  of  moist  stomach  the  same 
amount. — Medical  Record. 

Diabetes,  Lactic  Acid,  and  Rheumatism. — Early  in  the  year  we 
referred  to  the  views  of  Dr.  Cantani,  of  Naples,  on  the  treatment  of 
diabetes  with  lactic  acid,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  Dr.  Foster, 
of  Birmingham,  who  has  been  experimenting  in  the  use  of  this 
remedy,  has  found  that  it  has,  in  one  case,  repeatedly  provoked  at- 
tacks of  acute  articular  rheumatism. — Medical  Record* 


386 


Nexus  and  Miscellany. 


[February, 


Early  Pregnancy. — Dr.  Thomas  Pope,  of  Cleobury  Mortimer, 
England  (British  Medical  Journal),  writes  that  in  the  churchyard  of 
Rock  is  a  gravestone  with  these  verses  : 

"  Ten  years,  I  was  a  maid, 
One  year,  I  was  a  wife, 
One  day,  I  was  a  mother, 
And  then  I  lost  my  life." 

Dr.  Pope  was  apprenticed  where  he  now  resides  in  1795,  and  dur- 
ing the  course  of  this  long  practice  he  has  attended  thr.ee  parturient 
mothers  under  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  mothers  and  children  all 
did  well. — Medical  Record. 

Early  Menstruation. — Dr.  Cheever  related,  at  a  recent  meeting 
of  the  Suffolk  District  Medical  Society  (Boston  Med.  and  Surg. 
Jour.)  the  case  of  a  girl  who  commenced  to  mensurate  at  eight  years 
of  age. 

Iodine  from  Chilean  Saltpetre. — The  mother-liquors  of  the 
South  American  nitrate  of  soda  produce  30,000  pounds  of  iodine  per 
annum.  The  iodine  is  separated  from  its  combinations  by  sulphurous 
acid  and  sulphites. 

Deaths  from  Chloroform. — According  to  the  Boston  Med.  and 
Surg.  Jour,  seventy  deaths  from  chloroform  were  reported  in  England 
previous  to  July,  1870.  Twenty-nine  cases,  collected  from  American 
and  foreign  journals,  have  been  noted  since  that  date  ;  nineteen 
cases  in  the  issue  of  June  15,  1871,  and  ten  cases  in  that  of  Decem- 
ber 14,  187 1 . — Medical  Record. 

Death  of  an  Italian  Professor. — Professor  Pietrie  Lazzati, 
of  Milan,  corresponding  member  of  the  Gynaecological  Society  of 
Boston,  died  recently. 

The  Census  of  the  United  States. — The  official  census  returns 
the  entire  population  at  38,923,210  ;  distributed,  as  to  color,  as  fol- 
lows :  White,  33,589,857;  Colored,  4,886,387  ;  Chinese,  63,254  ;  and 
Indians,  383,712.  Of  these  latter,  some  two-thirds  are  estimated  as 
"  nomadic." 

Severe  Wound  of  the  Brain. — Dr.  William  Abram  Love,  At- 
lanta, Ga.  (Atlanta  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ,),  records  a  case  of  severe 
wound  of  the  brain,  from  an  axe,  in  a  boy  fourteen  years  old.  There 
was  a  loss  of  two  fluid  ounces  of  brain  substance  from  the  middle 
anterior  portion  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  cerebrum,  a  large  amount  of 
bony  covering,  and  recovery  without  impairment  of  mind.  Fond  of 
music,  mathematics,  history,  and  languages,  he  has  retained  what 
he  had  learned  of  these.  Having  given  attention  to  telegraphing,  he 
has  lost  none  of  his  powers  in  this  respect,  and  his  sense  of  time  is  as 
acute  as  ever. 

The  Diseases  of  Nicaragua. — Skin  disease  is  very  common  in 
Nicaragua.  Elephantiasis  generally  attacks  the  negro,  and  leprosy  the 
Indian  population.    Syphilitic  and  gonorrhoeal  affections  occur  con- 
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stantly,  especially  amongst  the  mixed  breeds.  Nearly  the  whole 
stock  of  the  solitary  chemist's  shop  in  Granda  de  Nicaragua  consists 
of  remedies  for  syphilis,  and  drugs  which  are  supposed  to  act  as 
aphrodisiacs  amongst  the  Indian  population. — Med.  Times  and 
Gazette. 

Carbolic  Acid  Pills. — The  following  formula  for  carboliq  acid 
pills  is  taken  from  the  Journal  de  Pharmacie  et  de  Chimie: — 

Carbolic  acid   3  drops. 

Soap  powder  0.G0  gram. 

Lycopodium  0.06     "  ' 

Powder  of  gum  tragacanth..     q.  s. 
For  six  pills.    The  first  two  ingredients  make  a  serai-fluid  mass  that 
the  lycopodium  does  not  absorb,  but  which  acquires  firmness  upon 
the  addition  of  the  gum  tragacanth. 

To  Produce  a  Good  Hard  Soap  from  a  Bad  Yellow  or  Brown 
Article. — According  to  the  patent,  which  S.  Desborough  in  London 
obtained  for  the  production  of  a  good  quality  of  soap  from  an  inferior 
article,  an  admixture  of  hyposulphite  of  soda  effects  the  desired  result. 
A  solution  of  twenty-eight  pounds  of  this  salt  in  four  gallons  of  water 
is  heated  with  250  pounds  of  soap.  The  product  is  claimed  to  be  a 
good  hard  soap. 

To  Keep  Iron  from  Rusting. — Kerosene,  applied  by  means  of  a 
moistened  cloth  to  stoves,  will  effectually  keep  them  from  rusting  dur- 
ing the  Summer.  It  is  also  an  excellent  material  to  apply  to  all  iron 
utensils  used  about  the  farm.  Give  ploughs,  cultivators,  and  the  like  a 
coating  before  they  are  put  away  in  the  Fall. 

Carbolized  Atmosphere  in  the  Treatment  of  Blood-Poisoning. 
—  In  the  London  Practitioner  for  January,  Dr.  John  Wood  commends 
very  strongly  a  new  method  of  using  carbolic  acid,  and  reports  two 
cases  of  severe  traumatic  erysipelas  and  one  of  pyamiia,  in  which  he 
thinks  recovery  was  largely  attributable  to  the  method  of  employment. 
To  the  cradle  for  keeping  the  bedclothes  off  the  affected  part,  and  to 
various  projecting  portions  of  the  bed,  he  hangs  little  muslin  bags 
containing  a  powder  saturated  with  carbolic  acid.  In  this  way  he 
saturates  the  atmosphere  about  the  patient  and  the  wound  with  the 
vapor  of  carbolic  acid,  and  produces  constitutional  effects  without 
disturbing  digestion.  In  the  pyamiic  case,  the  breath  and  urine  were 
very  strongly  impregnated  with  the  acid,  and  the  latter  for  a  week 
had  the  characteristic  slate-colored  film  and  deposit.  This  deposit 
was  analyzed,  and  found  to  be  identical  with  blue  indigo,  and,  therefore, 
was  probably  formed  by  a  transformation  of  the  yellow  indigo  of  the 
excretion.  The  pyemia  followed  a  wound  of  the  right  hand.  The 
case  was  remarkable  for  the  complete  and  rapid  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient, with  a  stiff  knee-joint,  after  the  total  necrosis  and  removal  of 
the  patella  through  a  free  opening  for  the  evacuation  of  the  pyajmic 
abscess  of  the  joint. — Philadelphia  Medical  Times. 
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A  Simple  Remedy  for  Dandruff. — There  are  doubtless  few  per- 
sons, especially  among  gentlemen,  who  do  not  suffer  from  the  incon- 
venience of  dandruff.  Physicians  seem  to  consider  it  not  of  sufficient 
importance  to  engage  their  attention,  and  the  poor  victims  are  left 
either  to  practise  their  virtue  of  endurance,  or,  for  a  cure,  to  try  some 
of  the  many  nostrums  advertised  in  the  public  prints. 

The  intolerable  itching  which  frequently  accompanies  the  trouble- 
some complaint,  is  not  the  only  unpleasant  feature,  as,  to  persons 
of  any  pretensions  to  neatness,  the  appearance  of  the  white  scales 
on  the  coat-collar  and  shoulders  is  very  objectionable. 

The  writer,  during  a  number  of  years,  tried  the  different  alcoholic 
solutions  of  castor  oil,  and  many  other  preparations,  without  perma- 
nent benefit,  and,  as  a  last  resort,  was  led  to  adopt  the  plan  of  cleans- 
ing the  scalp  with  borax  and  carb.  potassa.  This  proved  effectual, 
but  after  a  persistent  treatment  of  some  months  the  hair  became  sen- 
sibly thinner,  and  perhaps  would  have  soon  disappeared  altogether. 
The  belief  that  dandruff  arises  from  a  disease  of  the  skin,  although 
physicians  do  not  seem  to  agree  on  this  point,  and  the  knowledge 
that  the  use  of  sulphur  is  frequently  attended  with  very  happy  results 
in  such  diseases,  induced  me  to  try  it  in  my  own  case.  A  preparation 
of  one  ounce  flowers  of  sulphur  and  one  quart  of  water  was  made. 
The  clearjliquid  was  poured  off,  after  the  mixture  had  been  repeatedly 
agitated  during  intervals  of  a  few  hours,  and  the  head  was  saturated 
with  this  every  morning.  In  a  few  weeks  every  trace  of  dandruff 
had  disappeared,  the  hair  became  soft  and  glossy,  and  now,  after  a 
discontinuance  of  the  treatment  for  eighteen  months,  there  is  no  indi- 
cation of  the  return  of  the  disease.  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain  the 
modus  operandi  of  the  treatment,  for  it  is  well  known  that  sublimed 
sulphur  is  almost  or  wholly  insoluble,  and  the  liquid  used  was  desti- 
tute of  taste,  color,  or  smell.  The  effect  speaks  for  itself.  Other  per- 
sons to  whom  it  has  been  recommended,  have  had  the  same  results, 
and  I  communicate  the  result  of  my  experiments  in  the  belief  that  it 
may  be  valuable  and  acceptable  to  many  who  have  suffered  in  the  same 
manner  as  myself. — John  L.  Davis,  in  the  Jour,  of  Pharmacy. 

Death  from  Mulberries. — Five  persons  have  recently  been  found 
dead  in  Mississippi  under  mulberry-trees.  Death  in  all  these  cases 
has  been  attributed  to  eating  mulberries  which  have  been  impregnated 
by  locusts.  In  the  stomach  of  one  colored  boy,  says  the  Woodville 
Republican,  was  found  a  quantity  of  mulberry-seeds  and  the  locust 
eggs.  Two  children  in  Williamson  County  are  also  reported  to  have 
died  from  eating  plums  similarly  impregnated. — Druggists'  Circu- 
lar. 

Drinking  Buttermilk. — Persons  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
drinking  buttermilk  consider  it  disagreeable,  because  slightly  acid  in 
consequence  of  the  presence  of  lactic  acid.  There  is -not  much  nour- 
ishment in  buttermilk,  but  the  presence  of  the  lactic  acid  assists  the 
digestion  of  any  food  taken  with  it.    The  Welsh  peasants  almost 
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live  upon  oat-cake  and  buttermilk.  Invalids  Buffering  from  indiges- 
tion will  do  well  to  drink  buttermilk  at  meal  times. — Druggists* 
Circular. 

India-Rubber. — The  supply  of  india-rubber  is  said  to  be  inexhaust- 
ible. Each  tree  can  be  tapped  for  twenty  successive  years,  and  yields 
on  an  average  three  table-spoonfuls  a  day  ;  43,000  of  these  trees 
have  been  counted  on  a  tract  of  thirty  miles  long  by  eight  wide. 

George  W.  Guilds,  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Philadelphia 
Public  Ledger,  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  men  in 
America.  His  universal  liberality  and  continued  labor  have  resulted 
in  bringing  the  ciraulation  of  his  paper  daily  to  70,000.  For  the 
week  ending  November  11th,  1871,  it  was  472,000  copies.  The 
Ledger  Building  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  ample  in  this  country. 
A  copy  of  the  Ledger  Almanac  is  annually  distributed  to  every  sub- 
scriber. 

Tetanus. — Among  other  interesting  papers  lately  read  before  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  in  Paris,  was  one  by  M.  Demarquay,  in  which 
he  showed  that  several  cases  of  lock-jaw  had  been  cured  by  ex- 
tremely hot  air  baths,  followed  by  the  injection  of  morphia  under 
the  skin. — Lancet,  Sept.  23,  1871.  " 

Loose  Cartilages  in  the  Knee-Joint  Removed  by  Subcutane- 
ous Incision. — Mr.  J.  Square  stated,  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
Surgical  Section  British  Medical  Association,  that,  since  he  published 
his  account  of  the  operation  by  subcutaneous  incision  about  ten  years 
ago,  when  he  related  nine  cases,  he  had  performed  the  operation  fif- 
teen times.  The  twenty-four  cases  had  all  been  operated  on  without 
selection,  and  all  had  reeovered  without  drawback.  Cases  were 
brought  forward  illustrative  of  the  dangers  incident  to  the  operations 
by  direct  and  vascular  incision ;  and  the  operation  practised  by  the 
author  was  described.  The  loose  cartilage  is  conducted  to  the  inner 
and  lower  part  of  the  joint  and  held  there  by  an  assistant  A 
tenotomy-knife  having  been  introduced,  the  capsule  of  the  joint 
is  freely  incised  upon  the  cartilage  ;  the  knife  is  then  directed  so  as 
to  open  the  cellular  tissue  over  a  convenient  part  of  the  fascia.  The 
cartilage  is  now  dressed  and  lifted  out  of  the  joint  into  the  cellular 
bed  prepared  for  it,  and  slid  along  for  about  three  inches.  It  i»  fixed 
in  situ  with  a  firm  pad  and  adhesive  plaster,  the  foot  and  leg  being 
bandaged  up  to  the  edge  of  the  cartilage,  and  the  limb  placed  in 
a  splint.  If  no  inflammation  ensue,  the  cartilage  is  excised  about  a 
week  after  the  operation.  The  paper  closed  with  a  few  remarks  on 
the  different  varieties  of  loose  cartilage,  their  structure  and  origin. — 
British  Medical  Journal 

Medico-Legal  Insanity. — By  A.  L.  Knight,  M.  I). — I  have 
in  extending  this  discussion  avoided  all  literature  upon  the  subject, 
for  which  offence  I  beg  pardon.  I  submit  this  paper  with  great 
deference,  begging  leave  to  say  that  I  have  in  my  own  mind  estab- 
lished several  principal  points  herein  taken  : 
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1.  That  the  rule  given  or  growing  out  of  the  definition  of  insanity- 
is  a  safe  and  efficient  guide  for  nearly,  if  not  all,  cases  of  mental 
aberration.  By  carefully  analyzing  all  the  physical  symptoms,  and 
the  apparent  impressions  made  upon  the  subject  of  delusion  by 
physical  causes  alone,  leaving  out  of  the  query  all  his  notions  of  ab- 
stract ideas,  we  can  with  great  accuracy  make  a  case  of  simple 
insanity,  where  existing,  that  will  fall  under  the  head  of  some  of  the 
legal  classifications  of  the  disorder.  Having  done  this,  it  matters 
little  about  other  terms  and  classes,  more  especially  the  term  moral 
insanity,  based  upon  the  party's  misconception  of  abstract  ideas.  I 
venture  the  assertion,  that  one  found  to  be  insane  by  the  rule 
given,  will  be  non  compos  mentis  in  any  classification,  however  diffi- 
cult it  may  be  to  assign  him  to  any  particular  class. 

2.  That  the  legal  classifications  of  unsound  mind  into  mania,  mon- 
omania, dementia,  idiocy,  and  lunacy,  is  arbitrary  and  incompatible 
with  the  varied  phases  under  which  the  disease  is  seen,  when 
the  term  unsound  mind  shields  the  subject  from  all  legal  responsi- 
bility, unless  our  legislators  should  see  fit  to  make  some  statutory 
laws  upon  a  proposition,  that  there  should  be  a  graduated  scale 
of  irresponsibility,  that  is,  that  certain  degrees  of  insanity  should  be 
held  under  certain  degrees  of  penal  law.  Then  there  might  be  some 
justification  in  a  judicious  classification. 

3.  That  the  present  ruling  and  practice  of  our  criminal  courts 
is  highly  prejudicial  to  the  dignity  and  public  standing  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  profession,  who  are,  or  should  be,  a  head  and  shoulders 
above  the  much  boasted  and  foolishly  lauded  profession  of  the  law — 
the  ability  of  whose,  often  pigmy,  members  is  so  blindly  and  gener- 
ally overrated  as  to  place  them  in  the  higher  places  of  political  trust 
and  honor ;  who  are  naturally  ignorant  of  nature's  commonest  laws, 
but  well  versed  in  that  thing  called  "  common  law  "  and  its  practice, 
which  should  be,  but  is  not  founded  on  the  laws  of  nature,  but  rather 
upon  ignorant  usages  and  superstition  ;  they  assume  the  prerogative 
of  being  the  arbiters  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  social 
fabric.  And  thus  the  medical  expert  is  cramped  in  giving  evidence 
before  them,  and  placed  in  a  false  light  before  the  public,  on  which  he 
depends  for  position  and  sustenance ;  and  very  frequently  the 
protecting  arm  of  the  law  is  paralyzed  and  the  great  ends  and  aim  of 
justice  signally  defeated. 

4.  That  as  medical  men  we  can  not  deal  with  this  subject  of 
insanity,  or  medico-legal  insanity,  in  any  other  manner  than  to  regard 
mind  as  a  manifestation  or  phenomenon  of  physical  causes,  and 
in  this  sense  we  should  take  these  manifestations  or  phenomena 
as  our  predicate  or  starting-point,  and  when  we  speak  of  them  as  a 
principle,  I  see  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not  receive  the  subro- 
gate name  of  mind.  That  to  go  beyond  the  faint  rays  thrown 
around  the  physical,  into  the  mystical  labyrinths  of  speculation, 
is  poor,  deluded  blindness,  groping  the  spiral  paths  of  the  blackest, 
double-distilled  quintessence  of  darkness ! — Lancet  &  Observer. 
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OKIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 
DISEASES  OF  THE  RECTUM. 

BY  0.  E.  NEWTON,  M.  I).,  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

The  cases  of  these  diseases  are  very  numerous,  painful,  and  gen- 
erally of  long  standing,  and  are  seldom  treated  satisfactorily  to  the 
patient.  They  may  be  classified  into  three  (3)  divisions,  fistula  in 
ano,  hemorrhoids  or  piles,  and  anal  fissure  or  superficial  ulcer  of 
the  rectum.  Rectal  diseases  may  be  classified  under  the  above  head- 
ings, except  occasional  anomalous  cases.  Patients  affected  with 
fistula  in  ano,  usually  present  their  cases  after  they  have  been  the 
subject  of  an  abscess,  or  what  they  originally  called  a  boil,  in  the 
fleshy  texture  of  the  hip,  generally  near  the  anus.  The  history 
of  the  case  usually  shows  that,  though  the  "boil  or  abscess''  had 
suppurated  freely,  and  had  been  properly  dressed,  yet  it  had  failed  to 
heal,  and  continued  to  discharge  more  or  less  pus  or  matter,  ob- 
served from  time  to  time  on  the  clothing  of  the  patient.  At  this 
stage,  when  the  disease  has  already  resisted,  as  above  stated,  the 
usual  treatment,  it  is  likely  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  physician 
and  patient,  by  suggesting  that  there  may  be  something  more  the 
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matter  than  has  heretofore  been  suspected.  A  careful  examination, 
by  exploration  with  the  probe,  will  develop  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  fistulous  tube.  This  tube  may  be  compared  to  the  tube  of  a 
goosequill,  with  both  ends  cut  off.  This  tube  may  extend  from 
the  external  opening  into  the  cavity  of  the  rectum,  allowing  the 
pus  to  discharge,  not  only  externally,  but  also  into  the  bowel. 
This  kind  of  a  case  is  called  complete  fistula.  In  complete  fistula 
there  are  also  often  found  two,  three,  or  four,  or  even  more  tubes, 
and  in  some  cases  even  such  a  destruction  of  the  external  soft 
parts  as  to  furnish  numerous  openings.  But  these  openings  in 
such  cases  generally  terminate  in  one  sinus,  that  leads  into  the 
bowel.  There  have  been  cases  met  with,  however,  where  there 
are  more  openings  than  one  into  the  bowel,  communicating  with 
this  mass  of  external  openings,  though  by  no  means  common.  If 
the  exploration  is  made,  the  sinus  or  tube  may  be  found  to  extend 
only  to,  or  near  to,  the  bowel.  This  condition  is  called  external 
incomplete  fistula  in  ano.  This  kind  of  fistula,  when  compared 
with  the  frequency  of  complete,  is  very  rare,  and  in  fact  if  the  ex- 
ploration is  made  carefully  by  a  competent  manipulator,  the  com- 
munication is  generally  found  to  extend  into  the  bowel. 

A  third  division  of  this  disease,  though  but  seldom  met  with,  is 
called  incomplete  internal  fistula.  Such  a  case  commences  by  the 
formation  of  an  abscess  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  rectum.  When 
suppuration  has  taken  place,  it  is  found  not  only  to  have  destroyed 
a  portion  of  the  coating  of  the  bowel  at  its  localit}-,  but  to  have 
extended  through  the  wall  of  the  rectum  into  the  muscular  tissue. 
This  form  is  sometimes  called  blind  or  occult  fistula.  Other  times 
it  forms  simply  a  cul-de-sac  These  cases  are  usually  attended 
with  more  pain  to  the  patient  than  either  of  the  others. 

The  treatment,  as  usually  practiced,  is  by  one  of  two  methods — 
by  the  knife,  or  by  local  treatment  without  the  knife.  The  latter 
I  have  employed  exclusive^,  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  it  is 
safer,  more  sure  to  result  in  a  permanent  cure,  and  altogether  more 
satisfactory  to  the  patient. 

The  objections  to  the  use  of  the  knife  are  serious,  and  very  im- 
portant to  the  patient.  Dangerous  hemorrhages  have  ensued  after 
operations  by  the  knife.  Equally  grave  results  have  occurred  from 
inflammation ;  besides,  after  the  operation  by  the  knife,  the  patient 
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is  often  entirely  unable  to  control  the  action  of  the  bowels,  in 
consequence  of  a  total  destruction  of  the  controlling  power  of  the 
muscles  surrounding  the  anus.  A  further  important  objection  is, 
that  the  knife  seldom  removes  entirely  the  callus,  or  indurated 
surface  of  the  tube,  without  which  a  failure  is  sure  to  result.  Still 
another  objection  is,  that,  owing  to  the  extreme  sensibility  of  the 
part,  and  the  shock  incidental  to  the  nervous  system,  the  patient 
may  die  under  the  operation.  A  still  more  important  objection 
than  all,  is,  that  the  disease  can  invariably  be  cured  without  it. 

My  treatment  for  the  cure  of  fistula  in  ano  is  local.  The  first 
point  to  be  decided,  is,  to  what  division  the  case  belongs.  If  the 
opening  is  external,  this  is  done  by  placing  the  patient  upon  the 
hands  and  knees,  and  with  a  soft-metal  probe  making  a  careful  ex- 
ploration. If  the  part  is  in  such  an  irritable  condition  as  to  make 
the  probing  unbearable,  a  solution  of  twenty  grs.  nitrate  silver  to 
an  ounce  of  water  should  be  used  once  or  twice  a  day  for  two 
days,  with  a  small  syringe,  or 

Chloride  of  zinc,  grs.  v. 
Morphia,  grs.  iv. 

Aqua  Pura,  3  i- 

mixed  well,  can  be  used  once  or  twice,  when  the  probe  can  be 
more  readily  borne. 

Having  passed  the  index-finger  of  the  left  hand  into  the  rectum, 
pass  the  probe  gently  to  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  fistulous 
tube,  with  a  view  of  finding  if  there  be  an  opening  into  the  bowels. 
This  manipulation  should  be  made  with  great  patience  and  care, 
otherwise  the  probe  may  take  a  course  into  the  cellular  tissue. 
The  point  of  the  finger  will  indicate  the  fact,  if  the  probe  has 
passed  into  the  bowel. 

A  solution  of  coloring  matter,  as  madder,  thrown  with  force 
into  the  pipe,  will  often  determine  a  case  of  complete  fistula  by 
the  presence  of  the  matter  in  the  rectum.  This  will  be  observed 
on  the  finger,  or  follow  it  when  removed  from  the  bowels  if  the 
sinus  is  complete.  Ilaving  found  the  case  to  be  complete  fistula, 
it  is  first  necessary  to  destroy  the  indurated  tube.  To  do  this  a 
strong  solution  of  mild  vegetable  caustic  must  be  thrown  in  once 
or  twice  per  day  (twice  per  day  if  admissible  by  the  patient).  After 
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using  the  wash,  the  whole  sinus  should  be  crowded  full  of  lint,  or 
cotton  wet  with  a  solution  of  the  same  as  used  with  the  syringe. 
This  promptly  and  fully  establishes  a  suppurative  discharge  tending 
to  the  destruction  of  the  calloused  tube.    This  should  be  pursued 
until  all  the  pipe  is  destroyed.    The  ligature  should  now  be 
applied.    It  may  be  made  of  saddlers'  silk,  four  threads  in  thick- 
ness, and  should  be  twisted,  waxed,  and  passed  through  the  eye 
of  a  malleable  metal  probe ;  always  preserving  sufficient  length  of 
ligature  to  handle  without  being  disappointed,  when  the  probe  is 
brought  out  of  the  rectum.  The  probe  is  now  passed  as  in  explora- 
tion, with  the  index-finger  in  the  rectum  in  the  same  position  as  pre- 
viously directed.  The  finger  is  now  used,  not  only  for  detecting  the 
probe  as  it  emerges  from  the  tube  into  the  rectum,  but  also  to  re- 
ceive it  by  turning  the  head  of  the  probe  downward  toward  the 
anus — the  probe  being  held  and  pressed  upward  with  force  by 
the  right  hand,  so  as  to  allow  it  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  rectum. 
The  ligature  is  now  cut  to  a  convenient  length.    In  that  class  of 
cases  where  the  tube  is  long  and  sometimes  points  upward  instead 
of  downward,  it  becomes  very  difficult  to  get  hold  of  the  head  of 
the  probe  as  it  emerges  into  the  rectum.    In  such  cases  it  is  per- 
haps better  to  introduce  a  three-bladed  anal  speculum  into  the 
rectum  until  it  extends  beyond  the  internal  opening  of  the  fistulous 
tube.  Then  grasp  the  probe  with  a  pair  of  long  forceps,  and  bring 
one  end  of  the  ligature  and  the  probe  to  the  external  opening 
of  the  fistula,  while  the  other  end  hangs  out  of  the  rectum.  There 
are  several  methods  of  tightening  the  ligature  from  day  to  day — 
the  cork  cut  so  as  to  allow  the  ligature  to  be  kept  in  the  fissure, 
and  each  day  twisted.  Others  have  used  the  button,  with  holes  at 
opposite  points,  which  are  tightened  daily,  every  other  day  or  third 
day,  until  the  knot  comes  together;  but  it  is  my  custom  to  secure 
sufficient  length  of  ligature  to  allow  a  double  bow-knot.  Having 
done  this,  I  draw  first  one-half  of  the  knot  slowly  and  to  a  degree 
of  tightness  satisfactory  ;  the  second  knot  is  now  made  by  a  loop. 
I  then  place  the  strands  of  each  half  of  the  ligature  on  each  hip, 
and  confine  with  adhesive  plaster.    This  confines  the  extremities 
of  the  ligature,  and  prevents  their  interference  with  the  wound  or 
defecating.    Each  day  the  ends  of  the  ligatures  are  to  be  re- 
moved from  under  the  adhesive  plaster,  and  the  loop-half  of  the 
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knot  pulled  out,  when,  holding  one  end  of  the  ligature  in  each 
hand,  it  is  tightened  by  drawing  gently  ;  then  the  loop  should  be 
added  again,  and  the  ends  protected  upon  the  hips  as  before  directed. 
This  is  to  be  repeated  each  day  until  the  knot  comes  together.  A 
simple  dressing  of  a  stimulating  ointment  should  be  applied  each 
day  after  the  ligature  is  drawn,  the  object  being  to  excite  adhe- 
sive inflammation,  and,  the  sinus  closed,  the  simple  dressing  with 
ointment  for  a  few  days  will  heal  the  wound  soundly.  Some 
cases,  however,  require  further  treatment,  as  the  granulations  may 
be  too  full  or  become  indurated,  preventing  the  closing  of  the 
incision  made  by  the  ligature.  Then  will  be  required  mild  touch- 
ings  with  the  stick  nitras  argenti,  each  day,  at  such  points  as 
show  an  unwillingness  to  heal.  Or  the  solution  of  crystals 
argenti,  sixty  grs.  to  half  an  ounce  of  water,  may  be  applied 
with  the  camel's-hair  pencil.  If,  however,  there  should  be  any  cal- 
loused points,  a  stronger  application  will  be  necessary  than  either 
of  the  other  two, — that  is,  a  very  thin  dressing  of  chloride  zinc 
paste,  or  the  application  of  the  stick  nitrate  of  silver. 

The  next  division  is  the  incomplete.  Having  made  a  careful 
exploration,  and  the  probe  is  found  to  come  in  contact  with  a  wall 
of  tissue,  I  have  found  it  always  a  shorter  way  towards  a  cure  to 
make  the  incomplete  a  complete  opening.  To  do  this,  treat 
the  probably  calloused  tube,  as  far  as  it  extends,  with  the  same 
wash  and  other  means,  to  destroy  the  calloused  lining  of  the  sinus 
recommended  in  complete  fistula.  When  satisfied  that  this  has 
been  accomplished,  pass  the  finger  into  the  rectum,  as  recommended, 
for  receiving  the  probe,  and  pass  the  probe  into  and  through  the 
tissue  and  wall  of  the  rectum  until  the  finger  receives  the  point 
of  the  probe ;  then  pass  the  ligature  in  the  same  way,  and  use  the 
same  subsequent  treatment  as  in  complete  fistula. 

Many  will  suppose,  if  they  find  the  sinus  comparatively  shallow, 
that  they  can  heal  it  sooner  by  closing  it  from  the  internal  end  to 
the  surface,  without  making  it  complete :  but  I  have  always  found 
it  a  much  better  and  shorter  course  to  make  the  incomplete  into  a 
complete  opening. 

AVe  come  now  to  the  treatment  of  the  third  division,  that  of 
blind  internal.  This  is  often  the  most  difficult  to  treat,  as  each 
dressing  or  application  requires  more  preparation,  and  the  use  of 
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the  anal  speculum.  It  is  especially  difficult  if  the  ulcer  lies  high 
up  in  the  rectum. 

The  three-bladed  speculum  is  always  preferable,  as  when  it  is 
dilated  the  fissure  is  shown  between  the  blades,  and  will  give  an 
opportunity  to  reach  the  point  affected.  In  this  case,  the  object 
is  first  to  determine  the  size  and  character  of  the  lining  surface 
of  the  ulcer.  Having  determined  this,  the  next  object  will  be 
to  change  the  ulcer  from  an  indolent  to  a  simple  one.  To  do 
this,  very  much  will  depend  upon  the  actual  condition  of  the 
surface.  If  it  has  an  indurated  surface,  very  positive  escha- 
rotics  must  be  used  to  destroy  the  callus.  The  best  remedy  in 
such  a  condition  is  chloride  of  zinc  paste,  placed  on  a  pledget  of 
lint,  to  cover  the  whole  surface,  or  as  much  as  the  condition  of  the 
patient  and  part  indicate.  Over  this  place  a  small  roll  of  oiled 
lint  or  cotton.  This  treatment  should  be  repeated  every  second  or 
third  day.  Before  commencing  this  local  application  the  bowels 
should  be  made  regular,  and  the  patient  kept  on  easily-digested 
food  of  a  healthy  character.  If  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  is  found 
to  be  soft,  the  application,  by  an  injection,  of  a  strong  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  or  mild  vegetable  caustic  may  be  sufficient  to  ex- 
cite healthy  granulation,  at  the  bottom  and  surface,  and  thus  re- 
sult in  changing  the  abnormal  condition  to  that  of  normal.  There 
can  be  no  positive  directions  as  to  the  strength  of  or  the  exact 
character  of  the  application,  the  object  being,  however,  to  change 
the  surface  in  such  a  way  and  with  such  means  as  will  fully  estab- 
lish healthy  granulation.  Fortunately  for  the  patient  and  the 
surgeon,  the  internal  incomplete  generally  passes  into  the  complete, 
by  forcing  its  way  downward  and  outward  before  the  person 
knows  what  really  is  his  condition.  Hence  it  is  rarely  necessary 
to  adopt  the  latter  treatment 

A  patient  treated  for  internal  fistula,  or  cul-de-sac  of  the  bowel, 
should,  when  discharged,  be  given  most  positive  precautionary 
directions  to  avoid  allowing  the  bowels  to  assume  a  costive  state, 
as  well  as  to  the  proper  diet  to  be  used  ;  otherwise  the  irritable 
condition  of  the  new  granulation  might  be  very  much  aggravated, 
even  leading  to  the  re-establishment  of  the  disease. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  superiority  of  this  treatment  over  the 
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use  of  the  knife,  I  refer  to  a  partial  list  of  the  cases  which  I  have 
treated  : 

W.  J.  L  ,  residence  Cincinnati,  age  38,  spare  figure,  had 

complete  fistula  ;  was  cured  in  1863,  without  interfering  with 
his  business,  although  it  was  a  very  severe  case,  the  patient  having 
suffered  greatly  prior  to  the  treatment.  He  has  remained  free 
from  the  disease. 

C.  M.  M  ,  one  of  our  wealthy  and  enterprising  merchants, 

had  been  for  many  months  troubled  with  extreme  burning  in  the 
rectum,  attended  with  great  pain  of  the  surrounding  tissues, 
accompanied  with  a  copious  discharge  of  matter  through  his  bowels 
and  through  the  external  end  of  the  fistulous  pipe.  After  trying 
various  plans  of  treatment  without  success,  he  presented  himself 
to  me  for  examination,  when  a  severe  case  of  complete  fistula 
in  ano  was  discovered.    This  case  was  cured,  and  so  remains. 

T.  H.  J  ,  Walnut  Hills,  Ohio,  a  retired  merchant,  had  com- 
plete fistula.  This  case  received  the  same  treatment,  with  a  like 
result. 

F.  J.  F  ,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  P.  S  ,  Newport,  Ky. 

(the  latter  the  worst  case  I  ever  treated),  were  both  cured,  and 
still  remain  well. 

T.  H  ,  now  of  Lawrenceburg,  Ind.,  and  W.  S  ,  of  Storr 

Township,  Hamilton  County,  0.,  were  also  of  this  class,  and  cured 
by  me  in  the  same  way. 

R  L.  H  ,  Gallipolis,  0.,  entirely  cured,  subsequently  writes: 

"Dr.  O.  E.  Newton  :  Dear  Sir — I  feel  it  my  duty  to  thank  you 
for  your  professional  attention,  curing  me  of  a  severe  fistula  in 
ano  without  detention  from  business.    I  am  well." 

Capt.  R  W.  D  ,  Covington,  Ky.,  a  very  bad  case  of  com- 
plete fistula,  treated  as  above,  wrote  to  me  some  time  after  that 
he  was  entirely  well. 

R  H.  K  ,  then  a  steamboat  pilot,  Cincinnati,  0.,  severe  case 

of  fistula  in  ano,  entirely  cured. 

D.  M  ,  Cincinnati,  O.,  was  also  the  subject  of  fistula,  came 

from  California  to  receive  treatment  from  me,  and  was  entirely 
cured. 

Gr.  W.  H  ,  Cincinnati,  O.,  treated  as  above ;  has  been 

perfectly  free  of  any  difficulty  of  the  kind  since. 
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C.  Y.  F  ,  Cincinnati,  O.,  of  extreme  nervous  temperament, 

consequently  unwilling  to  make  up  his  mind  to  be  treated  until 
the  disease  was  far  advanced,  which  made  the  case  somewhat 
tedious.  He  was,  however,  fully  cured,  and  has  remained  so  ever 
since  the  treatment,  and  was  at  no  time  prevented  from  attending 
to  a  large  business. 

I.  H  ,  Fulton,  Harris  County,  Ohio.    This  was  a  very  bad 

case.  He  put  off  treatment  until  he  was  no  longer  able  to  attend 
to  business  ;  was  cured,  and  remained  so. 

L.  A.  S  ,  Cincinnati,  O.,  had  fistula ;  was  treated  and  cured 

without  interfering  with  his  business. 

The  following  case  belongs  to  the  complete  division,  with 
which  was  associated  chronic  hemorrhoids  of  long  standing ;  both 
cases  were  satisfactorily  cured,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
letter  * 

Fiskburg  P.  0.,  Dec.  20,  1871. 

Dr.  O.  E.  Newton  :  Dear  Sir — I  herein  state  that  I  had  been 
afflicted  with  piles  nearly  twent}^  years,  finally  terminating  in 
fistula  in  ano,  as  was  the  case  when  I  reported  to  you.  -I  had 
tried  many  remedies,  without  reli'ef.  After  being  treated  by  you, 
I  find  myself  entirely  well. 

I  will  further  state  that  my  general  health  and  strength  are 
much  improved.  My  weight  has  increased  about  fifteen  lbs.  I 
now  weigh  as  much  as  I  ever  did.  I  will  close  by  saying  that  the 
treatment  of  my  case  has  been  "entirely  satisfactory." 

Yours,  etc.,  John  M.  Garner. 

[We  have  on  file  the  names  and  addresses  in  full  of  all  the 
cases  referred  to  in  this  article. — Ed.  R] 


ENCIIOKDROMATOUS  TUMOR  OF  THE  ABDOMEN, 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  ASCITES  * 

BY  C.  EDWIN  MILES,  M.  D. 

On  July  4th,  1870,  Mr.  J.,  a  gentleman  fifty-four  years  of  age, 
belonging  to  a  family  noted  for  vigorous  health,  rigidly  correct 

*  Read  before  the  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical 
Society,  January  10,  1872. 
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in  his  habits  of  life,  and  actively  engaged  in  business,  called 
me  to  his  residence  for  consultation  in  regard  to  his  health, 
"which/'  he  said,  "though  he  was  not  sick  or  in  any  way  pre- 
vented from  attending  to  his  usual  pursuits,  was  not  as  firm  as 
it  had  formerly  been." 

On  inquiring  what  were  the  inconveniences  he  experienced,  I 
learned  that  he  suffered  somewhat  from  dyspnoea  when  exercising 
actively  ;  there  was  more  or  less  of  constipation,  and  at  times  con- 
siderable flatulence,  especially  if  he  had  partaken  of  an  oleaginous 
diet ;  the  abdomen  was  much  enlarged  and  unusually  tense,  which 
he  attributed  to  a  family  characteristic  to  obesity  at  his  period  of 
life,  and  which  he  was  inclined  to  think  was  the  real  cause  of  all 
his  difficulty. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  case  revealed  decided  fullness  of 
,  the  abdomen,  with  unmistakable  fluctuation,  so  that  I  had  no 
question  of  the  existence  of  abdominal  dropsy  ;  indeed,  when  the 
abdomen  was  not  distended  with  gas  the  fluid  could  be  heard  to 
splash  against  its  walls  when  the  ear  was  placed  in  apposition  to 
it,  a  violent  and  sudden  pressure  being  applied  to  the  opposite 
region.  The  pulse  was  quite  regular,  about  eighty  beats  in  the 
minute,  and  rather  soft.  I  failed  to  detect  any  organic  lesion, 
either  of  the  heart  or  lungs ;  the  urinary  secretion  was  scanty  and 
of  a  reddish  color ;  the  appetite  was  good,  but  digestion  faulty, 
and  the  extremities  showed  signs  of  emaciation,  and  the  adipose 
tissue  was  far  from  being  in  excess,  as  the  patient  had  flattered 
himself  was  the  case. 

THE  HISTORY 

of  the  rise  of  the  abdominal  lesion,  as  nearly  as  the  patient  could 
give  it,  was  that,  while  on  a  journey  to  the  White  Mountains,  some 
hundred  miles  out,  the  year  before,  after  riding  a  few  miles  on  the 
stage-coach  over  an  uneven  road,  he  experienced  some  uneasiness 
when  the  vehicle  passed  over  any  unusually  rough  spot,  and  the 
difficulty  continued  to  increase,  so  that  at  the  end  of  an  eighteen 
miles'  stage-ride  he  was  suffering  extremely.  On  retiring  to  his 
room  he  for  the  first  time  discovered  an  increased  fullness  of  the 
abdomen,  which  had  gradually  but  persistently  grown  more  and 
more  marked  till  the  time  he  first  called  me  to  examine  him. 
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Most  of  the  time  during  the  year  he  had  suffered  very  little  from 
abdominal  pain,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days  after  the  return-trip 
of  the  journey  mentioned,  unless  he  had  violent  exercise  or  had 
rode  much  over  the  pavings  of  our  city.  The  peculiar  condition 
of  his  health  he  had  hardly  mentioned  outside  his  family,  till  the 
time  of  my  first  call. 

THE  PROGRESS 

of  the  case,  for  the  fall  year  that  it  was  under  my  care,  continued 
to  go  on  from  bad  to  worse  in  all  its  aspects.  The  bowels  were 
more  constipated ;  the  appetite  became  fitful,  and  the  digestion 
less  perfect ;  the  secretion  of  the  urine  scanty  most  of  the  time ; 
emaciation  all  the  while  going  on  ;  the  abdomen  vastly  increased 
in  size  ;  and  the  dyspnoea  grew  more  and  more  distressing.  Fluc- 
tuation was  all  this  time  apparent ;  but  from  the  tenseness  of  the 
abdomen,  and  especially  in  the  epigastric  region,  with  an  undue 
proportion  of  fullness  and  prominence  of  either  hypogastrium,  I 
was  strongly  inclined  to  the  opinion  of  the  presence  of  a  tumor 
within  the  abdominal  cavity. 

THE  TREATMENT 

adopted  had  the  following  objects  in  view :  namely,  to  increase 
the  tone  of  the  bowels  and  digestive  organs,  to  stimulate  the 
excretions,  the  improvement  of  the  general  health,  support  to  the 
abdominal  walls ;  the  one  grand  object  being,  to  be  sure,  the  re- 
moval of  the  fluid  within  the  abdomen.  To  accomplish  these 
results,  remedies  supposed  to  have  a  specific  action  on  the  tissues 
to  be  acted  on  were  selected.  But  all  these  remedies  were  used 
without  anything  further  than  a  palliative  benefit,  the  most  appa- 
rent being  that  derived  from  the  occasional  administration  of  the 
elaterium,  which  by  its  hydragogue  action  would  for  the  time 
slightly  reduce  the  contents  of  the  abdomen,  thereby  relieving 
the  dyspnoea  and  general  pressure  at  the  longest  for  a  few  days 
only.  Latterly  I  had  more  than  once  suggested  the  operation  of 
paracentesis  abdominis,  but  this  my  patient  declined,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  one  year  he  left  me  to  seek  other  medical  advice  for 
his  increasing  illness. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1871,  my  patient  again  called  me  to 
prescribe  for  him,  after  having  had  the  advice  and  treatment  of 
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several  physicians  since  leaving  me.  His  condition  in  all  its 
aspects  had  continued  to  become  more  alarming,  except  the  flow 
of  urine  was  more  normal ;  the  emaciation  was  extreme,  and  the 
lower  extremities  cedematous.  The  tenacity  and  courage  which  he 
had  manifested  were  really  marvellous,  having  rode  nearly  a  mile 
to  his  business  nearly  every  day  till  within  a  week  or  two,  and 
during  the  summer  he  had  made  a  journey  of  several  hundred 
miles. 

When  called  to  him  at  the  last-named  date,  I  found  him  vomit- 
ing most  of  his  food,  and  greatly  exhausted.  Stimulants  rallied 
him  somewhat.  It  was  evident  that  he  could  survive  but  a  little 
time,  and  conscious  that  no  harm  could  follow,  and  possibly  that 
it  might  lessen  the  agonies  of  his  remaining  days,  I  again  pro- 
posed the  operation  of  paracentesis  abdominis,  to  which  he  readily 
consented. 

THE  OPERATION 

was  made  on  the  22d  of  October,  aided  by  my  friend  Dr.  W.  E. 
Underwood,  and  my  student,  Mr.  Pervius.  After  due  prepara- 
tion of  the  bandage  to  give  any  needed  support  to  the  abdomen, 
the  patient  seated  in  an  appropriate  chair,  the  instrument  was  in- 
troduced about  three  inches  below  the  umbilicus,  the  trocar  was 
withdrawn  and  the  canula  retained,  when  to  our  surprise  the  flow 
of  serum  was  quite  scanty.  A  gum-elastic  male  catheter  was  then 
carried  through  the  canula,  and  the  flow  became  more  free,  and 
was  mixed  with  small  fragments  of  a  gelatinous  material.  The 
effort  in  this  direction  was  continued  for  about  half  an  hour,  and 
the  result  was  the  evacuation  of  about  one  gallon  of  serum  and 
gelatine,  nearly  three-fourths  of  which  was  serum.  At  this  time 
the  abdominal  cavity  was  carefully  explored  with  the  catheter, 
which  could  be  inserted  nearly  its  full  length  posteriorly  ;  but  on 
carrying  it  upward  about  four  inches  above  the  umbilicus,  and 
slightly  backward,  its  progress  was  obstructed  by  an  unyielding 
mass,  so  solid  and  firm  that  the  instrument  would  bend  under  the 
pressure  applied  to  it. 

The  result  of  the  operation  to  the  patient  for  the  time  being 
was  favorable  in  its  tendency,  inasmuch  as  it  somewhat  lessened 
the  pressure  on  the  viscera,  thereby  rendering  a  little  relief  to  the 
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heart's  action,  the  vomiting,  and  the  oedema  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities. This,  however,  was  very  brief,  and  when  the  vomiting 
supervened,  it  was  of  a  dark  character,  indicating  the  breaking 
down  of  the  blood  corpuscles ;  the  palpitation  of  the  heart  was 
more  manifest,  and  the  dyspnoea  fearful.  The  patient  desired  an- 
other operation,  and  we  felt  if  but  one  day  of  partial  relief  could 
be  obtained  it  would  be  desirable  ;  and  on  the  26th  of  October,  in 
the  presence  of  the  same  gentlemen  as  before,  a  second  tapping 
was  made.  At  this  operation  I  used  the  largest  instrument  I  could 
obtain  at  Codman  &  ShurtlefFs  surgical  instrument  store,  and 
made  the  puncture  about  two  inches  below  the  umbilicus.  At 
this  time  about  three  quarts  of  serum  and  gelatine  were  obtained, 
the  larger  canula  allowing  masses  of  greater  size  to  pass  than  at 
the  first  operation.  A  season  of  relief  from  the  vomiting  and 
dyspnoea  was  obtained,  only  to  supervene  with  renewed  force ; 
exhaustion  became  extreme,  and  the  patient  died  on  the  evening 
of  the  28th  of  October. 

AN  AUTOPSY 

was  made  on  the  29th  of  October,  in  presence  of  Drs.  Under- 
wood and  Green.  An  incision  was  made  just  below  the  umbilicus, 
when  twenty  quarts  of  fluid  and  gelatinous  matter  was  taken  from 
the  abdomen,  about  one-half  of  which  was  serum,  the  remainder 
gelatine,  in  masses  varying  in  size  from  a  small  pea  to  a  large 
hen's  egg.  The  inner  walla  of  the  abdomen  were  studded  with 
this  substance,  which  adhered  with  considerable  tenacity.  The 
entire  mass  weighed  forty-two  pounds.  There  had  also  been 
found  an  enchondromatous  tumor,  weighing  ten  pounds,  making 
a  total  of  fifty-two  pounds ;  and  if  we  add  to  this  the  probable 
amount  withdrawn  previous  to  the  autopsy,  a  safe  estimate  would 
not  be  less  than  sixty  pounds  contained  within  the  abdomen  at 
the  time  of  the  first  operation.  The  tumor  encased  the  liver, 
except  a  small  section  of  the  posterior  portion,  the  transverse 
lobe  being  entirely  obliterated ;  and  the  entire  spleen  and  pan- 
creas, which  had  evidently  been  embedded  in  it,  were  destroyed, 
so  that  not  a  trace  of  them  could  be  found.  The  stomach  at  its 
inferior  portion  was  attached  to  the  tumor,  but  its  capacity  was 
very  little,  if  at  all,  lessened;  the  intestines  at  the  ilio-coecal 
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region  were  quite  embedded  in  the  tumor,  and  their  diameter 
was  not  half  the  normal  extent ;  the  diaphragm  on  the  right 
side  was  adhered  to  the  tumor,  and  the  right  lung  was  strongly 
attached  to  the  diaphragm.  The  tumor  was  strongly  fixed 
to  several  of  the  dorsal  vertebra;  and  to  the  ensiform  cartilage, 
so  firmly,  indeed,  that  no  force  I  could  apply  would  remove 
it  till  a  free  dissection  had  been  made.  The  great  mass  of  the 
tumor  was  quite  solid,  and  very  much  resembled  honey-comb  ; 
but  its  entire  surface  was  softened,  throwing  off  that  gelatinous 
material  found  floating  in  the  serum  within  the  abdomen,  and 
here  and  there  points  could  be  found  that  would  readily  yield  to 
the  pressure  of  the  finger's  end,  and  from  which  a  quantity  of 
gelatine  would  flow ;  at  its  superior  left  region  was  a  cyst  that 
contained  about  one  pint  of  that  material. 

In  the  right  iliac  region,  and  attached  to  the  ilium,  was  a  cyst 
containing  about  six  ounces  of  pus.  The  kidneys  were  perfectly 
normal,  and  there  were  litile  indications  of  any  inflammation  of 
the  viscera,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  intestines  indicated 
a  moderate  amount  of  functional  power. 

THE  LESSONS 

to  be  learned  from  the  autopsy  in  a  remedial  direction  are  of  little 
or  no  value ;  for,  whatever  more  might  be  known  in  such  another 
case,  nothing  curative  could  be  anticipated.  But  as  showing  the 
pathological  phenomena  that  may  occur,  and  in  a  physiological 
point  of  view,  as  well  as  suggesting  what  might  have  been  done 
as  palliative  treatment,  there  is  much  interest  connected  with  it. 
Without  the  demonstrative  evidence  afforded  by  the  autopsy,  this 
case  would  have  passed  as  one  of  ascites,  with  more  or  less  dis- 
turbance in  the  portal  circulation,  with  probable  disease  of  the  kid- 
neys ;  but  the  idea  that  the  hepatic  functions  were  nearly  destroyed, 
and  every  vestige  of  the  pancreas  and  spleen  removed,  could  not 
have  been  entertained  for  a  moment ;  and  yet  wc  feel  confident 
that  for  many  months  neither  of  those  organs  had  performed  their 
functions  with  any  degree  of  perfection,  if  at  all.  This  condition 
invests  the  case  with  great  interest  physiologically.  How  long 
the  pancreas  and  spleen  had  ceased  to  exist  we  cannot  tell ;  how 
long,  too,  the  liver  had  quite  ceased  to  perform  its  functions  we 
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know  not ;  but  for  more  than  one  year  the  digestion  of  the  oils  had 
been  most  imperfect,  and  the  fecal  matter  bore  very  little  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  bile  in  the  intestines.  This  case  is  also  most 
suggestive  as  regards  the  ability  of  the  body  to  sustain  so  great 
harm  to  several  organs  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  yet  life  con- 
tinue so  long ;  and  gives  rise  to  the  query  whether  there  may  not 
be  a  greater  similarity  in  the  functions  of  the  organs  of  the  glandu- 
lar system  than  has  generally  been  supposed.  The  conditions  that 
existed  admitted  of  nothing  curative  to  be  suggested  ;  and  yet 
with  any  positive  evidence  that  a  fluid  containing  masses  of  gela- 
tine such  as  was  found  on  the  autopsy,  preventing  a  flow  of  the 
accumulation,  we  might  be  inclined  to  make  an  incision  much 
more  extensive  than  could  be  made  with  a  trocar,  thereby  evacu- 
ating the  abdominal  cavity  to  quite  an  extent,  thus  affording  relief 
for  a  time  to  the  sufferer.  Other  than  this,  we  doubt  if  anything 
can  have  been  learned,  in  the  way  of  treatment  in  any  similar  case 
that  may  come  under  the  care  of  those  who  have  learned  the 
pathology  of  this  most  interesting  case. 

Boston  Highlands,  Mass.,  Jan.  10, 1872. 


PERISCOPE. 


A  VEXED  QUESTION. 

The  Medical  Bill  and  the  Medical  Profession. 

The  following  communication,  recently  published  in  the  New 
York  Times,  so  fully  and  fairly  explains  the  character  and  objects 
of  the  Medical  Bill  now  pending  before  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  that  we  publish  it  entire. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  New  York  Times: 

Sir  :  As  your  article  under  the  heading  of  "  The  Medical  Bill," 
in  the  Times  of  the  17th  inst.,  is  calculated  to  mislead  both  the 
medical  profession  and  the  public,  it  seems  clearly  my  duty  to 
counteract  that  effect 
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The  bill  therein  alluded  to,  and  entitled  "An  Act  to  Protect 
the  People  against  Quackery  and  Crime,"  originated  in  the  New 
York  Medico-Legal  Society,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the 
presiding  officer.  On  account  of  my  relations  to  that  society,  not 
to  allude  to  my  interest  in  the  whole  subject,  both  as  a  citizen  and 
as  a  physician,  I  have  a  very  intimate  knowledge  of  the  history, 
the  provisions,  and  the  objects  of  that  bill ;  and  if  it  be  a  matter, 
as  you  say,  "  watched  with  much  interest  by  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  generally,"  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  them,  as 
we'll  as  the  public,  what  the  bill  does  provide,  and  what  are  its 
objects. 

First. — The  sole  object  of  the  bill  is  to  secure  an  amount  of 
education  in  persons  who  offer  their  services  to  the  public  as  phy- 
sicians, surgeons,  or  midwives,  which  shall  fit  them  for  such 
service. 

In  order  to  secure  that  consummation,  the  bill  provides  that  the 
censors  of  existing  medical  organizations,  known  as  medical  so- 
cieties, for  the  various  counties  of  the  State,  shall  have  the  power, 
and  it  shall  be  their  duty,  to  decide  upon  any  question  which  may 
arise  in  such  county  as  to  the  professional  qualification  of  any 
physician,  surgeon,  or  midwife  practicing  in  such  county.  The 
bill  carefully  protects  any  vested  rights  or  granted  franchise  that 
any  physician,  surgeon,  or  midwife  may  possess,  providing  that 
such  apparent  right  and  franchise  be  not  proved  a  fraud  upon  the 
public. 

While  diplomas  from  medical  colleges  and  from  authorized 
boards  of  censors  are,  if  they  be  genuine,  received  by  this  bill  as 
evidence  of  adequate  preparation  for  practice,  still  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  do  necessarily  empower  the  censors  to  go  behind  the 
mere  diploma,  and  inquire  into  the  manner  it  has  been  obtained, 
and  into  the  qualifications  of  the  person  presenting  it.  AVithout 
such  a  power  the  people  cannot  escape  the  results  of  the  purchase 
and  the  sale  of  bogus  diplomas.  The  exercise  of  this  power  is,  how- 
ever, limited  by  the  bill  in  such  a  manner  as  to  protect  any  meri- 
torious person,  male  or  female,  from  oppressive  action  on  the  part 
of  the  censors,  it  being  the  plain  and  the  declared  intention  of  the 
proposed  act  not  to  annoy  any  qualified  servant  of  the  people. 

As  to  the  various  so-called  schools  of  medicine,- the  bill  is  so 
drawn  that  each  school  recognized  by  the  State  will  be  held  re- 
sponsible before  the  people  for  every  surgeon,  physician,  or  mid- 
wife to  whom  the  censors  of  the  society  of  that  school  issue  the 
certificates  required  by  it.  All  schools  and  all  societies  recognized 
by  State  law  have  therefore,  under  this  bill,  equal  rights  and 
similar  duties.  As  the  bill  makes  the  local  county  censors  the 
judges  in  the  cases  above  alluded  to,  and  might  thus  be  employed 
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as  the  agent  of  a  local  prejudice  against  a  person,  the  bill  favors 
any  such  person  by  enabling  him  to  seek  his  certificate  in  some 
or  any  other  county  of  the  State,  and  also  by  requiring  that  the 
certificate  permitting  to  practice  can  be  revoked  only  for  crime 
and  misdemeanor,  and  by  the  censors  issuing  it,  and  lastly  by  mak- 
ing said  certificate,  issued  by  any  county  censors  of  the  State, 
valid  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  bill  in  every  county  of  the  State. 

So  far,  therefore,  from  the  bill's  being  adverse  to  the  interests 
and  feelings  of  the  so-called  new  schools,  homeopathic,  eclectic, 
etc.,  I  am  credibly  informed  that  both  of  these  schools,  at  tlieir 
late  meeting  at  Albany,  adopted  and  advocated  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  directed  to  the  public  good,  and  to  nothing 
else.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  sorrow  to  me 
personally  that,  against  my  request,  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York — the  regular,  or  old  school,  as  you  are  pleased 
to  call  it — at  its  late  meeting  in  Albany  recorded  a  one-sided  vote 
not  to  approve  the  bill.  This  vote  was  forced  upon  the  society 
at  a  time  when  not  more  than  one-third  of  those  present  were,  in 
even  the  most  superficial  way,  acquainted  with  the  bill,  and  when 
even  those  who  spoke  against  it  evidently  did  not  understand  it. 
It  is  due  to  the  public,  in  whose  interest  this  bill  was  prepared,  to 
know  the  objections  to  it  urged  by  this  class  of  our  physicians. 

First  Objection:  It  recognizes  the  legal  and  the  popular  exist- 
ence of  the  societies  and  colleges  of  the  homeopathic,  eclectic, 
and  other  schools  chartered  and  sustained  by  the  people  and  the 
State. 

Second  Objection:  It  proposes  to  see  that  all  persons  are  suf- 
ficiently educated  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  branches  of  medi- 
cine they  assume  to  practice,  to  make  it  safe  for  the  people  to  al- 
low them  to  attempt  it.  To  this  they  object,  on  the  ground  that 
protective  legislation  has  always  failed,  therefore  there  is  no  use 
trying  more.  If  people  wish  to  be  fools  and  employ  all  sorts  ot 
pathics  and  quacks,  instead  of  protecting  and  patronizing  the 
regular  profession,  they  deserve  to  suffer.  You  will  at  once  see 
that  this  argument  is  based  on  professional  instead  of  public  pro- 
tection and  benefit,  and  is  thoroughly  selfish.  This  reason  for 
objecting  to  the  bill  is,  in  some  countries,  carried  to  an  extreme 
of  absurdity  and  meanness,  which  I  refrain  in  shame  from  com- 
municating to  the  public.  A  third  objection  is,  that  were  the  bill 
to  become  a  law  it  would  open  the  way  to  abuses  of  power  on  the 
part  of  censors — though  it  is  very  clear,  as  I  have  just  explained 
that  such  abuse  is  provided  against — and  if  not  abused,  it  would 
not  be  executed,  and  if  executed,  there  would  still  be  as  much 
imposition  upon  the  public  as  ever,  etc. 

You  will,  at  a  glance,  perceive  that  these  are  no  arguments 
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against  the  bill,  any  more  than  the  fact  that  theft  is  daily  com- 
mitted is  a  reason  for  repealing  all  the  laws  against  larceny.  I 
refrain  from  any  further  comments  upon  the  attitude  assumed  by 
my  colleagues  in  the  profession  upon  this  bill.  I  regard  it  as 
most  unfortunate  for  the  profession,  but  a  most  favorable  circum- 
stance for  the  bill.  As  the  case  now  stands  before  the  public,  the 
homceopathists  and  the  eclectics  are  for  the  people  and  the  bill  ; 
the  so-called  old  schools  and  the  quacks  against  both  the  people 
and  the  bill,  so  far  as  the  vote  of  the  State  Society  goes.  As  to 
your  statement,  that  it  is  rumored  that  the  unlicensed  physicians 
and  owners  of  patent  medicines  are  raising  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  bill,  I  have  only  to  say  that  such  a 
fact  would  not  be  unprecedented.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however, 
that  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  some  lobbyist  or  hungry  legis- 
lator caused  the  assembly  copy  of  the  bill,  in  large  numbers,  to 
be  indorsed  with  a  printed  appeal  to  all  the  nostrum-venders  of 
the  country  to  come  up  to  Albany  and  save  their  interests  by  de- 
feating this  bill :  and  thus  indorsed,  it  was  sent  by  mail  through- 
out the  country  for  black-mailing  purposes.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  bill  touching  nostrums  or  patent  medicines.  The  bill  is  the 
result  of  long  and  careful  deliberation  of  select  committees  of  the 
New  York  Medico-Legal  Society,  composed  of  equal  numbers  of 
.  lawyers  and  physicians,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  has  met  the 
almost  unanimous  approval,  in  every  particular,  of  the  members 
of  that  society.  More  than  two  years  ago  I  read  a  paper  before 
that  society  in  defence  of  its  principles,  and  again  at  the  meeting 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  early  in  the  present  month,  I  read 
a  paper  in  its  advocacy.  I  did  so  because  I  believe  it  "  a  good 
and  much-needed  bill."  I  shall  continue  to  do  so  till  more  con- 
vincing arguments  than  have  thus  far  been  presented  are  ad- 
vanced against  it.  The  bill  is  doubtless  imperfect,  like  all  human 
devices,  and  probably  will  need  amendments  from  time  to  time. 
Indeed,  since  its  second  reading  and  printing,  material  alterations 
have  been  agreed  upon,  so  that  when  it  again  comes  before  the 
Legislature,  its  form  will  have  somewhat  changed.  However  im- 
perfect it  be,  no  honest  physician  can  deny  that  it  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  All  objections  to  its  principles  I  have  thus  far 
heard,  h<»  ve  been  either  puerile  or  the  expressions  of  grossest  self- 
ishness. It  is  free  from  all  taint  or  color  of  sectional  bias,  care- 
fully providing  for  the  rights  of  all  legally-organized  schools  and 
colleges,  and,  above  all,  diligently  seeks  to  secure  for  the  people 
competently-educated  physicians  and  mid  wives. 

I  challenge  the  production  of  any  clause  or  provision  ot  the 
bill  to  which  any  right-minded,  unprejudiced,  and  honest  physician 
can  sustain  an  objection  before  a  competent  tribunal.    I  challenge 
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any  practising  physician,  surgeon,  or  midwife  of  the  State  to  sus- 
tain objections  to  the  bill  before  a  jury  of  twelve  intelligent  citi- 
zens not  belonging  to  the  profession.  It  is  not,  in  the  political 
sense,  a  job.  There  is  no  money  in  it  except  for  the  people.  The 
bill  is  emphatically  the  people's  bill ;  it  is  exclusively  in  their 
interest,  and  it  hence  follows  that  those  who  oppose  it  are  the 
enemies  of  the  people,  and  those  who  support  it  their  friends. 

Stephen  Eogers,  M.D., 
President  New  York  Medico-Legal  Society, 

No.  249  West  Forty-second  Street. 
New  York,  February  18,  1872. 


Croton  Chloral. 

Dr.  Oscar  Liebreich,  of  Berlin,  to  whom  we  owe  that  invalu- 
able therapeutic  agent,  hydrate  of  chloral,  has  lately  been  investi- 
gating the  physiological  properties  of  a  new  organic  compound, 
which  is  formed  by  the  action  of  chlorine  upon  allylene,  viz.,  cro- 
ton chloral.  When  administered  to  animals,  a  peculiar  effect  is 
produced,  the  head  being  to  a  great  extent  rendered  insensible  to 
feeling,  while  the  rest  of  the  body  remains  comparatively  sensible. 
If  the  inhalation  is  prolonged,  the  spinal  cord  loses  its  function, 
and  reflex  excitability  is  everywhere  extinguished.  During  that 
stage,  both  pulse  and  respiration  remain  unchanged.  The  third 
stage,  which  is  induced  by  large  doses,  is  characterized  by  paraly- 
sis of  the  medulla  oblongata  and  death.  Animals  may,  however, 
be  kept  alive  by  artificial  respiration,  because  the  action  of  the 
heart  is  not  interfered  with,  while  the  ultimate  effect  of  hydrate 
of  chloral  is  to  paralyze  the  heart.  Croton  chloral,  therefore,  pro- 
mises to  produce  all  the  good  effects  of  hydrate  of  chloral,  with- 
out any  drawback  being  attached  to  its  judicious  use. — Mechanics' 
Magazine. 


Tanisic  Acid  as  a  Substitute  for  Santonin. 

M.  Frosini  Merletta  proposes  tanisic  acid  as  a  substitute  for 
santonin,  given  as  a  vermifuge,  in  the  same  doses  as  the  latter. 
It  and  its  salts  are  all  crystallizable.  Its  taste  is  bitter  and  acrid. 
It  is  insoluble  in  water,  but  soluble  in  alcohol  and  ether.  M.  Mer- 
letta prepares  it  by  distilling  the  tops  of  tanacetum  vulgare, 
evaporating  the  filtered  residue  to  the  consistence  of  honey. 
Treated  with  chalk  and  animal  charcoal,  it  is  first  dried,  and  then 
dissolved  in  water  at  first  acidulated  with  muriatic  acid,  then  with 
acetic  acid.  The  tanisic  acid  is  afterward  deposited  in  colorless 
crystals. — Bulletin  General  de  Tkerapeut. 
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Antidote  to  Carbolic  Acid. 

Dr.  Theodore  Husemann  opposes  the  use  of  fixed  oils,  gly- 
cerine, and  similar  demulcents,  in  cases  of  poisoning  by  carbolic ; 
but  recommends,  based  upon  experiments  with  rabbits  made  by 
himself  and  Ummethun,  the  saccharate  of  lime,  the  alkaline  earth 
combining  with  the  carbolic  acid  to  form  a  non-poisonous  salt. 
Lime-water  is  less  adapted  to  this  purpose,  owing  to  the  sparing 
solubility  of  lime  in  water,  and  the  large  quantity  of  lime-water 
required  for  neutralizing  the  poison.  Precipitated  carbonate  of 
lime  does  not  combine  with  carbolic  acid,  but  may  be  employed 
in  case  the  saccharate  of  lime  should  be  procurable  at  once  ;  the 
carbonate  appears  to  act  merely  mechanically  by  absorbing  the 
poison,  and  thus  delaying  its  ill  effects  ;  sufficient  time  is  thereby 
afforded  to  prepare  the  saccharate. — Druggists'  Circular. 


WiUoiv-Leaf  Tea. 

It  is  announced,  on  excellent  authority,  that  more  than  half  a 
million  pounds  of  willow-leaf  were  made  up  at  Shanghai,  last 
season,  and  palmed  off  as  green  tea.  The  willow-leaf,  as  prepared, 
cannot  be  distinguished  from  green  tea  by  the  eye ;  but  to  cover 
the  difference  in  taste,  it  has  to  be  mixed  with  tea  before  being 
sold.  It  can  be  produced  at  a  cost  of  about  four  cents  a  pound, 
and  can  be  used  in  the  proportion  of  20  to  40  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  mixture. — Druggists1  Circular. 


Embalming  tlie  Dead. 

There  are  some  specimens  at  this  moment  on  the  table  which 
show  how  well  the  process  of  preservation  of  dead  structure  may 
be  maintained  by  the  contact  of  gases  and  vapors.  Here  are  two 
kidneys,  showing  the  extreme  congestion  of  these  organs  that  is 
found  in  fatal  cases  of  congestive  fever — that  sudden  nervous 
lesion  of  the  vessels  of  visceral  organs,  during  which  the  heart 
pours  its  blood  into  them  until,  from  engorgement,  they  cease  their 
function.  These  parts  have  been  in  vapor  of  ammonia  for  the 
period  of  twelve  years,  and  here  they  remain  nearly  as  at  the 
moment  they  were  removed.  There  is  a  specimen  of  portions  of 
intestinal  tract  studded  with  minute  and  large  hemorrhagic  spot3, 
in  which  the  lesions  are  equally  perfect,  and  in  this  instance  the 
preservation  has  extended  over  twelve  years. 

I  found  this  method  of  preserving  animal  substances  of  great 
use  to  me  in  teaching.    Dissections  of  various  organs,  as  of  the 
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heart,  I  have  kept  from  week  to  week,  and  have  demonstrated 
readily  from  them,  without  the  trouble  of  new  dissection. 

Pursuing  this  subject  of  preservation  still  further,  but  in  a 
slightly  different  course,  I  attempted  to  bring  back  animal  tissue, 
that  had  undergone  actual  putrefaction,  to  something  like  a  re 
cognizable  pattern  of  natural  condition  ;  and  once,  in  the  interests 
of  justice,  I  manipulated  on  an  unrecognizable  putrid  body,  and 
so  far  succeeded  as  to  enable  important  evidence  of  identity,  which 
could  not  before  be  obtained,  to  be  secured. 

Still  pursuing  the  same  research,  I  constructed  a  fluid  for  treating 
organs  of  the  body  that  had  become  absolutely  offensive  from 
putridity,  so  that  they  could  be  examined  for  marks  of  injury  or 
other  lesions.  This  fluid,  some  of  which  I  send  round,  is  made 
as  follows  :  Iodine,  1  drachm  ;  methylated  ether,  of  sp.  gr.  .720 
(by  measure),  10  oz.  ;  absolute  alcohol  (by  measure),  1  oz. ;  strong 
sulphuric  acid  (by  measure),  4  drachms.  Dissolve  the  iodine  in 
the  ether  and  alcohol  mixed  together,  then  slowly  drop  in  the 
sulphuric  acid. 

The  fluid,  when  it  is  poured  upon  the  putrid  tissue,  is  almost 
instantly  absorbed ;  the  soft  mass  is  deodorized  effectually,  and  is 
rendered  sufficiently  firm  to  admit  of  being  dissected  with  ease. 
In  the  open  bottle  I  hand  to  you  is  a  piece  of  once-putrid  lung 
that  was  thus  treated  three  years  ago  ;  and  you  can  see  how  per- 
fect it  remains.  The  action  of  this  solution  is  that  the  iodine  de- 
odorizes, while  the  sulphuric  acid  engages  the  water  and  the 
alkaline  products  of  decomposition,  and  produces  the  necessary 
firmness  of  structure.  The  ether  escapes  ;  it  is  simply  the  fluid 
or  menstruum  for  the  other  agents. 

The  process  of  embalming  is  a  scientific  process,  equal  certainly 
with  that  of  conducting  a  post  mortem  examination;  and  it  is 
sometimes  a  useful  process.  It  is  often  so  imperatively  demanded 
that,  on  the  refusal  of  men  of  science  to  do  it,  the  ignorant  are 
paid  large  sums  to  attempt  it.  Lastly,  it  is  an  art  which  essentially 
belongs  to  the  professors  of  medicine,  who  can  never  let  anything 
that  pertains  to  the  physics  of  the  body,  living  or  dead,  pass  out 
of  their  hands  without  proclaiming  that  part  of  their  legitimate 
occupation  has  gone. — Dr.  B.  W.  Bichardson.  Druggists'  Circular. 


Receipt  for  keeping  Potatoes. 

A  Western  paper  gives  the  following  receipt  for  keeping 
potatoes,  and  asserts  that  it  will  preserve  them  for  years :  Dust 
over  the  floor  of  the  bin  with  lime ;  put  in  about  six  or  seven 
inches  deep  of  potatoes,  and  dust  with  lime  as  before.    Put  in 
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six  or  seven  inches  of  potatoes,  and  lime  again,  and  repeat  the 
operation  till  all  are  stowed  away.  One  bushel  of  lime  will  do  for 
forty  bushels  of  potatoes,  though  more  will  not  hurt  them,  the 
lime  rather  improving  the  flavor  than  otherwise.  The  lime  may 
be  used  for  fertilizing  after  this  use  of  it. 


Treatment  of  Carbuncles. 

•Carbuncles  are  most  safely,  humanely,  and  more  regularly 
treated  as  follows  : 

Introduce  the  canula  of  a  hypodermic  syringe  into  the  centre 
of  the  tumor,  draw  out  the  piston,  and  with  it  will  come  pus,  if 
any  be  present  The  syringe  is  to  be  removed  from  the  canula 
and  emptied,  the  canula  left  in,  and  the  syringe  replaced  to  the 
canula  again,  and  the  piston  withdrawn  as  before,  as  long  as  pus 
follows.  When  all  the  pus  is  out,  withdraw  the  canula  and  apply 
on  the  tumor,  externally,  with  a  brush,  the  following: 

Ijt    Collodion   3  j. 

Castor-oil   gtts.  xx. 

Carbolic  acid   grs.  v. 

Tannin   3j. 

Mix.  Several  applications  are  to  be  made  one  after  the  other, 
so  that  a  good  outer  covering  is  obtained  at  once.  If  the  pa- 
tient is  weak,  give  him  far.  iron,  20  drops,  every  four  hours  ;  also, 

I>    FJ.  ext.  Peruvian  bark   gtts.  xx. 

Spts.  ammon.,  arom   grs.  xx. 

Infusion  gentian   3  j. 

Mix.    Repeat  as  often  as  deemed  advisable. 

This  is  the  only  treatment  I  have  found  recommendable  in  such 
cases.  Psoas  abscess,  pus  in  ihe  joints,  etc.,  can  be  so  treated,  to 
great  advantage  and  safety  to  the  patient. —  Georgia  Medical  Com- 
panion, September,  1871. 


Ancient  Doctrines  about  the  Spleen. 

The  use  of  the  word  spleen  is  common  among  our  older  English 
authors  and  modern  French  novelists,  when  depicting  English 
character,  that  the  following  quaint  definition  of  it,  both  as  part 
of  the  human  body  and  a  disease  to  be  cured  by  fit  remedies,  may 
not  be  uninteresting  to  some  of  our  readers.  It  is  from  the  pen 
of  old  Andrew  Borde  (the  original  "  Merry  Andrew''),  in  his 
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" Breviary  of  Health,"  edition  1552:  "The  328  chapitre  doth 
shewe  of  a  man's  splene.  Splen  is  the  greke  word.  In  latin  it 
is  named  Lien  or  Liena.  In  Englysche  it  is  named  a  mans  splene 
whiche  is  a  spongious  substance  lienge  under  the  short  ribbes  in 
the  left  side,  and  it  doth  make  a  man  to  be  merj  and  to  laughe 
although  melanceoly  resteth  in  the  splene  ;  if  there  be  impedi- 
ng entes  or  sickness  in  it,  as  sorrow,  pencifulness,  and  care,  and  an- 
ger or  suchelyke,  maketh  many  men  and  women  to  have  such 
impedimentes  in  the  splene,  as  opilacious  and  appostumes  and  such- 
lyee ;  melancholy  meates,  hard  cheese,  and  feare,  is  not  good  for 
the  splene  ;  and  if  any  man  be  spleniticke  let  him  use  mery  com- 
pany and  let  him  be  bloude  of  a  veine  named  Salutella,  of  the 
left  syde  ;  some  doth  use  to  let  bloude  in  a  vayne  named  Basilica 
on  the  left  syde  ;  but  I  say  that  every  thing  whiche  doth  hurte  the 
luyer  doth  hurte  the  splene,  and  every  thing  that  is  good  for  the 
luyer  is  also  good  for  the  splene  ;  and  who  so  euer  wyll  make  the 
hardness  of  the  splene  whole,  fyrst  take  the  mary  of  a  calfe  and  the 
mary  of  an  hart,  and  the  fatness  of  an  hogge,  of  a  Capon,  and  of 
a  ducke,  and  the  oyle  of  sweet  Almons  of  lyke  porcion,  myxe 
this  togyther,  and  anoynte  the  regione  of  the  splene,  and  dry  the 
longes  of  a  foxe,  make  pouder  and  eate  it  with  figges." — Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter. 


High-heeled  Boots. 

Mr.  P.  Hewitt,  the  London  surgeon,  spoke  as  follows  about  the 
case  of  a  young  girl,  in  one  of  his  clinics : 

She  was  admitted  into  the  hospital  on  the  21st  September  last, 
and,  as  it  is  now  the  17th  of  October,  she  has  been  a  month  in  the 
hospital.  She  was  walking  down  a  flight  of  stairs  at  the  Inter- 
national Exhibition,  and,  while  doing  so,  she  caught  her  foot  on 
the  edge  of  a  step  and  fell,  sustaining,  it  was  supposed,  a  fracture 
of  the  end  of  the  femur.  She  wore  high-heeled  boots.  I  do  not 
know  how  it  happened,  but  there  have  been  a  great  many  accidents 
in  the  International  Exhibition.  I  suppose  they  must  have  arisen 
partly  from  the  height  of  the  stairs  and  partly  from  the  height  of 
the  ladies'  heels. 

Ladies  are  anxious  to  look  tall,  thinking  that  their  appearance 
is  improved,  and  therefore  they  wear  high-heeled  boots.  Such 
accidents  are  not  always,  however,  due  to  the  high  heels,  for  a 
lady  whom  I  knew  fell  by  tripping  on  the  stairs  at  the  Exhibition, 
and  came  down  on  the  cheek-bone,  breaking  it,  and  having  ecchy- 
mosis  on  the  right  side  of  the  face  for  months  afterward.  But  the 
first  thing  to  which  I  would  call  your  attention  in  this  case  is  the 
high  heels  of  the  boots.    Ladies  will,  for  the  most  part,  wear 
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them;  but  they  could  not  do  a  worse  thing,  for  their  feet  are 
placed  in  a  difficult  and  most  unnatural  position.  They  are  very 
tenacious  about  this  fashion,  but  you  must  be  as  tenacious  against 
it;  the  number  of  accidents  inconsequence  is  very  great.  To 
show  you  how  very  tenacious  ladies  are  on  this  point,  last  year  I 
was  sent  for  to  see  a  young  lady  in  one  of  our  London  hotels. 
She  wished  to  consult  me  about  her  foot. 

On  seeing  it,  I  thought  its  state  depended  upon  the  boots,  and 
I  asked  to  see  them.  The  boots  were  brought  in  by  the  lady's 
maid,  but  the  only  thing  I  could  observe  about  them  was  an  im- 
mensely high  heel.  I  said  :  "  It  is  the  high  heel  of  your  boots 
that  causes  the  mischief,  and  unless  you  diminish  this  I  can  do 
nothing  for  you."'  She  became  quite  angry,  and  said  she  could 
not  alter  them.  "  I  cannot  do  it,  and  I  will  not"  Suddenly  again 
she  toned  down,  and  said  :  "  Pray,  sir,  what  would  people  say  if 
they  saw  me  walking  about  the  park  without  high  heels  ?"  I  said 
it  is  simply  heels  versus  brains.  If  you  have  brains,  you  will  cut 
off  the  heels  ;  if  you  have  no  brains,  you  will  continue  to  wear 
them."  She  fortunately  had  brains,  cut  off  the  heels,  and  her  foot 
got  quite  well. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Psoriasis. 

E.  Lowther,  M.D.,  of  Cartmel,  writes  to  the  Lancet  that  in  the 
treatment  of  psoriasis  he  has  used  for  some  time  a  solution  of 
pure  carbolic  acid,  two  to  four  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  lo- 
cally, with  the  best  results.  He  considers  this  solution  to  be  more 
reliable,  and  much  less  objectionable  to  the  patient,  than  the  ap- 
plication of  pitch  ointment.  It  is  often  difficult  to  get  patients  of 
the  upper  class  persuaded  to  make  proper  use  of  the  ointment, 
and,  on  this  account,  much  of  the  failure  depends.  The  patches 
of  psoriasis  must  be  kept  constantly  moist  with  the  solution  of 
carbolic  acid,  while  the  constitutional  treatment  is  not  neglected. 
— Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Leadpoisoning  as  a  cause  of  Optic  Neuritis. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchinson  narrates  live  cases  of  defective 
vision  occurring  in  patients  affected  with  lead-poisoning,  in  all  of 
whom  the  presence  or  previous  existence  of  inflammation  of  the 
optic  nerve  was  revealed  on  ophthalmoscopic  examination. 
Numerous  cases  of  this  kind  have  been  recorded  in  the  German 
medical  journals,  but  this  form  of  amaurosis  does  not  appear  to 
have  attracted  much  attention  elsewhere. — Royal  London  Ophthal- 
mic Hospital  Reports. 
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Chloromethyl  as  an  Anaesthetic. 

According  to  a  report  by  Dr.  Eossi,  experiments  instituted  at 
the  University  of  Padua  upon  the  use  of  the  bichloride  of  methy- 
lene  as  an  anaesthetic,  showed  that  out  of  108  operations,  in  only 
eight  was  there  any  vomiting,  and  that  in  every  respect  this  chloro- 
m ethyl  should  have  preference  over  chloroform  for  surgical  pur- 
poses, having  for  the  last  three  years  replaced  both  chloroform 
and  ether  in  that  city.  The  London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette 
gives  the  experience  of  Mr.  Spencer  Wells  in  250  operations  with 
this  substance,  showing  a  close  coincidence  in  general  results  with 
those  of  the  Italian  operators. — The  Doctor. 


Twins  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  census  statistics  show  the  following  facts  :  One  family  in 
Pennsylvania  is  credited  with  seven  pairs  of  twins  ;  one  with  six 
pairs  ;  and  another  with  four  pairs.  The  mother  of  the  last  group 
has  six  other  children,  and  is  only  thirty -eight  years  of  age. — Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Rachitis. 

Dr.  John  S.  Parry,  Accoucheur  of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital 
{Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sciences)  says  this  affection  is  not  confined  to  chil- 
dren who  are  inmates  of  hospitals  ;  moreover,  it  is  not  among  the 
poor  alone  that  it  is  met  with,  notwithstanding  Meigs  and  Pepper 
cannot  corroborate  the  experience  of  Jenner,  who  has  "  very  often 
seen  it  among  the  children  of  the  wealthy." 

He  has  been  irresistibly  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  this  dis- 
ease is  scarcely  less  frequent  in  Philadelphia  than  it  is  in  the  large 
cities  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  that  it 
should  occupy  just  as  important  a  place  in  our  mortuary  lists  as 
Hillier  conceives  that  it  should  in  those  of  the  Eegistrar-General 
of  England.  It  is  probably  true  that  the  disease  is  rarely  con- 
genital, but  to  say  that  aitis  never  born  with  the  children" 
(Boerhaave's  1487th  aphorism),  he  believes  all  will  have  to  admit 
is  going  too  far.  In  view  of  recorded  facts,  rachitis  is  sometimes, 
though  rarely,  congenital,  and  may  result  in  considerable  defor- 
mity even  before  birth.  It  is  not  by  any  means  rare  during  the 
early  months  of  extra-uterine  life.  The  writer  has  met  with  un- 
equivocal bending  of  the  ribs  at  six  weeks  after  birth.  It  is  rare 
for  it  to  begin  after  the  end  of  the  first  year.  He  has  seldom  met 
with  it  in  a  child  in  whom  no  symptoms  of  the  affection  pre- 
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sen  ted  themselves  before  this  time.  A  common  source  of  error 
is  the  failure  in  discriminating  between  rachitis  and  mollities 
ossium.  Bromfield,  Stanley,  Beylard,  and  Stewart  have  com- 
mitted this  error.  Bachitis  is  probably,  more  than  any  other, 
a  disease  of  childhood,  ancTeven  of  infancy,  while  mollities  ossium 
is  an  affection  of  adult  life. 


Effects  of  various  Liquors  on  the  Kidneys  and  Bladder. 

Kraus,  of  Vienna,  says,  speaking  of  this  subject :  M  Sparkling 
wines  are  very  injurious  in  diseases  of  these  organs,  but  not  on 
account  of  their  carbonic  acid,  which  assists  materially  in  the  elim- 
ination of  the  phosphates.  Champagne  not  only  increases  the 
secretions,  but,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  the  phosphates ;  and 
the  conduct  of  medical  men  who  advise  its  use  in  cases  of  calculus 
cases  is  very  reprehensible.  His  experience  absolutely  contradicts 
the  idea  of  the  solvent  action  of  carbonic  acid  in  concretions 
already  formed.  Old  beer  he  considers  unobjectionable  ;  but  new 
beer  js  to  be  avoided,  because  the  fermenting  principle  enters  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  gives  origin  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
catarrh.  English  pale-ale  is  open  to  the  same  objection  on  account 
of  its  richness  in  alcohol  and  carbonic  acid ;  porter,  however,  if  of 
good  quality  and  age,  he  considers  to  be  also  unobjectionable. 


Chloride  in  place  of  Bromide  of  Potassium. 

Dr.  Lander  has  substituted  the  chloride  for  the  bromide  of  po- 
tassium in  the  treatment  of  epileptics,  with  a  success  which  he 
declares  to  be  identical.  He  begins  with  smaller  doses  ;  but  doses 
of  75  to  150  grains  daily  have  been  borne  without  inconvenience 
for  months  in  succession.  He  thinks  that  it  is  more  active,  says 
that  it  is  one-sixth  the  price,  and  not  followed  by  the  unpleasant 
effects  of  the  bromide.  He  advances  the  theory  that  the  latter  is 
converted  in  the  stomach  into  the  chloride,  and  that,  for  many 
reasons,  it  is  desirable  to  administer  it  at  once  in  this  form. 


Amputation  at  the  Knee-joint. 

Two  successful  cases  of  this  amputation  are  recorded  by  Dr. 
G.  M.  Staples,  Dubuque,  Iowa  (Am.  Jonrn.  Med.  Sciences).  In  re- 
gard to  the  length  of  the  anterior  flap,  he  states  that  the  incision 
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extended  but  a  trifle  more  than  an  inch  below  the  tubercle,  and, 
as  is  seen,  the  cicatrices  remain  in  the  hollow  behind  the  condyles, 
with  non-retraction  of  the  patella.  If  it  is  a  matter  of  some  im- 
portance to  retain  the  patella  at  the  end  of  the  stump,  he  asks,  may 
not  as  short  an  anterior  flap  as  is  practicable  and  safe,  with  flexion 
of  the  thigh  upon  the  pelvis  until  union  is  effected,  contribute  to 
this  result? 


Clay-dressing  for  Variola. 

During  the  recent  epidemic  I  used  clay-dressings  for  two  pretty 
decided  cases  of  confluent  small-pox.  Both  patients  were  young 
women.  One,  a  married  lady,  aet.  23  (delivered  on  the  second  day 
of  a  six  months'  foetus),  made  a  fair  recovery,  took  cold  after  get- 
ting up,  and  in  a  few  days  died  suddenly  of  empyema  and  peri- 
carditis ;  diagnosis  confirmed  by  autopsy.  The  other,  single,  ast. 
21,  had  the  disease  with  great  violence,  recovered  rapidly,  and  is 
now  well.  In  each  case  I  dusted  finely-sifted  pipe-clay  over  the 
face  as  soon  as  the  pustules  became  fairly  developed.  This  formed 
immediately  a  clean,  dry,  wholesome  scab ;  abolished  the  intoler- 
able itching  and  burning  ;  served  apparently  as  a  good  absorbent 
of  infectious  material ;  and  scaled  off  during  convalescence,  leav- 
ing underneath  a  soft,  natural  integument.  There  was  no  dis- 
figurement in  either  case. — E.  S.  Bunker,  M.D.,  in  Medical  Record. 


Excision  of  the  Elbow-joint. 

John  Reddy,  M.D.,  Physician  to  Montreal  General  Hospital 
{Canada  Med.  Journal),  relates  a  favorable  case  of  excision  of  the 
right  elbow-joint,  for  caries  in  a  patient  aged  seventy-two  years. 
The  olecranon  was  first  removed,  then  the  articulating  ends  of 
the  radius  and  ulna,  to  the  extent  of  about  three-quarters  of  an 
inch,  and  lastly,  about  an  inch  of  the  end  of  the  humerus.  Six 
months  subsequent  to  the  operation,  the  patient  enjoyed  a  tolerably 
fair  use  of  the  arm,  complete  flexion  being  the  most  deficient 
movement.  Dr.  Eeddy  considers  this  case  establishes  the  fact  that 
advanced  age  does  not  prove  so  great  a  barrier  as  is  generally 
supposed  to  excision  of  the  elbow-joint.  The  only  two  published 
cases,  he  remarks,  where  it  had  been  performed  late  in  life,  were 
first  by  Mr.  Erichsen,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three,  issue  successful ; 
second  by  Mr.  Beckerslette,  of  Liverpool,  aged  sixty -four,  when 
the  patient  died  of  exhaustion  on  the  twenty-sixth  day. 
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Hesitation  in  curing  Eczema. 

Mr.  Milton  {Med.  Press  and  Circular)  for  years  has  done  his  best, 
in  every  instance,  to  check  the  discharge  of  eczema  as  quickly  as 
possible.  During  that  period  above  5,000  cases  have  passed  under 
his  notice.  lie  concludes  that  the  fear  of  curing  eczema,  of  how- 
ever long  standing  it  may  be,  and  however  delicate  the  health  of 
the  patient,  is  not  warranted  by  either  proof  or  analogy  ;  that  no 
known  agent  possesses  the  power  of  repelling  eczema ;  that  we 
can  cure  it  only  by  means  which  improve  the  health  at  the  same 
time  ;  and  that  it  is  as  justifiable  to  arrest  its  discharge  as  that  of 
diarrhoea  or  cholera.  All  that  has  been  said  of  eczema  may  be 
said  of  ulcer ;  there  is  no  danger  of  healing  it  up,  no  bad  symp- 
toms ever  arose  from  doinsr  so. 


Chinese  Surgery. 

John  G.  Kerr,  M.D.,  Chief-Surgeon  of  the  Canton  (China)  Hos- 
pital (Cin.  Lancet  and  Observer),  writes  that  the  department  of 
surgery  in  this  empire  can  scarcely  be  said  to  exist,  beyond  the 
application  of  caustics  and  plasters  to  tumors  and  ulcers,  and  of 
poultices  to  broken  bones.  They  are  entirely  helpless.  There  is 
no  native  doctor  in  all  China  who  can  give  aid  in  any  case  of  ac- 
cident or  disease  which  requires  manual  or  instrumental  interfer- 
ence. The  inestimable  benefits  of  operative  surgery  in  all  its 
branches  are  unknown  to  them,  except  so  far  as  they  have  been 
derived  from  a  few  foreign  physicians  and  the  pupils  instructed 
by  them.  They  are  entirely  without  surgical  instruments,  and  all 
the  apparatus  which  modern  ingenuity  has  applied  to  the  relief  of 
injuries,  deformities,  and  disease.  In  the  instruction  of  students 
there,  by  foreign  medical  men,  there  is  a  want  of  suitable  text- 
books in  the  Chinese  language.  A  beginning  was  made  in  this 
department  some  years  ago  by  Dr.  Hobson,  of  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society,  who  published  the  outlines  of  several  branches 
of  medicine  in  four  volumes.  lie  inquires  :  Are  there  not  many 
of  those  who  are  aspiring  to  the  honors  of  the  medical  profession, 
who  will  be  ambitious  thus  to  benefit  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
human  family  ? 


Preputial  Calculi.    By  J.  G.  Kerr,  M.D.,  Canton,  China. 

*  *  A  paper,  in  a  previous  number  of  this  Journal,  will  have 
shown  the  comparative  frequency  of  urinary  calculus  in  Southern 
China.    Many  cases  of  urethral  calculus  have  been  met  with,  and 
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some  specimens  are  in  my  possession,  in  which  the  diameters  are 
one  and  one-fourth  by  one-half  inch.  Coexistent  with  these,  as 
to  latitude  and  climate,  is  the  form  of  calculus  now  under  consid- 
eration. 

Phymosis  is  not  an  uncommon  deformity  among  the  Chinese, 
and  it  is,  of  course,  only  in  cases  where  this  abnormal  condition 
existed  that  preputial  calculi  could  form. 

The  cases  included  in  the  table  were  operated  on  in  the  Medical 
Missionary  Society's  Hospital  in  Canton,  and  I  need  but  refer  to 
the  simplicity  and  entire  freedom  from  danger  of  the  operation, 
required  for  the  relief  of  these  cases,  to  show  how  utterly  destitute 
of  surgical  skill  the  physicians  of  the  oldest  nation  on  the  earth 
are,  and  how  much  need  there  is  of  giving  them  the  knowledge 
and  appliances  of  western  science  and  art. 

*  *  *  *         *        In  every  case  except 

one  the  calculi  were  multiple.  In  two  cases  the  number  exceeded 
one  hundred ;  in  one  there  were  forty,  and  in  three  others  there 
were  between  twenty  and  thirty.  In  one  or  two  cases  the  calculi 
were  uniform  in  size  and  shape,  but,  in  most  of  those  where  they 
were  numerous,  there  were  a  few  large  and  many  small  ones. 
Some  had  smooth,  even  surfaces,  while  others  were  angular,  with 
facets. 

The  most  remarkable  of  the  cases  was  No.  7,  operated  on  in 
1862.  The  patient  was  thirty-eight  years  old.  The  prepuce  was 
much  thickened  and  enlarged,  and  the  presence  of  calculi  was 
easily  discovered  by  a  probe.  A  crucial  incision  was  made  in  or- 
der to  remove  the  stones,  and  the  superfluous  thickened  skin  was 
removed  by  circumcision.  The  calculi  were  two  in  number,  and  the 
weight  one  ounce  and  a  quarter.  The  diameters  of  one  were  one 
and  five-eighth  by  one  and  one-eighth  inch.  It  had  two  concave 
facets,  on  opposite  sides.  One  facet  which  received  the  second 
stone  was  smooth  and  polished.  The  concave  facet  on  the  other 
side  was  precisely  like  the  first,  except  that  it  was  slightly  rough- 
ened by  recent  deposit.  The  second  stone  was  one  and  a  half  inch  in 
diameter,  and  was  almost  a  perfect  double  convex  lens  in  shape. 
One  of  its  sides,  where  it  rested  on  the  other  stone,  was  worn 
quite  smooth,  and  it  had  evidently  been  shifted  from  one  side  of 
the  first  stone  to  the  other,  thus  maintaining  the  completeness  of 
the  two  concave  facets.  The  calculi  from  case  No.  2  are  in  the 
possession  of  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Jefferson  Medical  College, 
Philadelphia. 

I  will  add  an  account  of  two  more  cases,  not  included  in  the 
table,  because  neither  of  them  is  strictly  either  preputial,  urethral, 
or  urinary  calculus : 

Yip  Akwong,  aged  twenty-one,  was  admitted  into  the  Medical 
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Missionary  Society's  Hospital,  July  27,  1867  (then  in  charge  of  F. 
Wong,  M.D.),  with  an  accumulation  of  calculi,  in  a  sac  half  the 
size  of  a  walnut,  on  the  under  side  of  the  penis,  about  its  middle, 
and  communicating  by  a  small  opening  with  the  urethra.  It  had 
existed  since  his  childhood,  but  had  given  rise  to  no  difficulty  in 
passing  water  until  recently.  The  sac  was  laid  open  by  a  free 
incision,  and  a  large  number  of  calculi  removed.  They  were  of 
various  sizes,  whitish,  smooth,  and  shining.  Four  of  them  were 
about  the  size  of  pigeons'-eggs,  with  irregular  surfaces  and  angles. 
Six  were  smaller,  oval  in  shape,  and  angular.  There  were  two 
hundred  and  eighty-one  small  pieces,  varying  in  size  from  that  of 
a  pea  to  a  millet-seed.  Total  number,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
one. 

The  other  case  is,  strictly  speaking,  one  of  lithotomy,  but  the 
stone  was  in  an  unusual  situation. 

A  patient,  aged  fifty  years,  from  Hoi-ping  District,  was  admit- 
ted with  stricture  of  long  standing  and  urinary  fistulas,  which  he 
persistently  asserted  had  existed  only  about  one  year,  but  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  parts  indicated  a  much  longer  duration.  On 
probing  the  fistulas,  a  stone  was  discovered,  located  on  the  right 
side  of  the  contracted  scrotum,  near  the  groin.  The  fistula  was 
enlarged  toward  the  perinaeum,  and  the  stone  extracted.  It 
weighed  two  and  a  half  drachms,  and  its  diameters  measured  one 
and  a  half  by  three-quarters  of  an  inch.  Its  appearance  indicated 
that  it  was  composed  of  uric  acid. — Neiv  York  Medical  Journal. 


The  Loss  of  a  Leg. 

An  ex-army  officer,  who  lost  a  leg  during  the  recent  civil  war, 
has  been  so  impressed  with  the  peculiarities  of  his  situation,  and 
the  novel  adventures  and  incidents  growing  out  of  that  situation, 
that  he  has  written  a  book  on  the  subject,  entitled  ''John  Smith's 
Funny  Adventures  on  a  Crutch."'  The  author  complains  good- 
naturedly  that  he  is  looked  upon  as  public  property,  and  almost 
bored  to  death  by  the  many  inquisitive  strangers  he  meets  in  his 
travels.  '"I  can  never,"  says  he,  "obtain  a  moment's  rest  in  anv 
public  place.  I  no  sooner  take  a  seat  in  a  car,  restaurant,  or  lec- 
ture-room, than  some  one  near  me,  whom  I  have  never  seen  be- 
fore, introduces  himself  with  the  stereotyped  remark, 4 1  see  you've 
met  with  a  misfortune,'  and  on  my  assenting,  proceeds  to  ask  the 
following  questions: 

"  1  Did  you  lose  your  limb  in  battle?  What  battle?  Did  a  can- 
non-ball take  it  off?  A  rifle-ball,  eh?  Did  it  knock  it  clear  off? 
Did  it  sever  an  artery?  Did  it  hit  the  bone?  Did  it  break  it? 
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Did  you  afterward  find  the  ball  ?  Was  it  crushed  out  of  shape  ? 
Did  you  fall  when  hit  ?  Did  you  walk  off  the  field  ?  Who  carried 
you  off?  Did  you  feel  much  pain  ?  How  long  after  you  were 
wounded  was  it  amputated  ?  Who  performed  the  operation  ?  Did 
you  take  chloroform  ?  Did  it  put  you  to  sleep  ?  And  didn't  you 
feel  the  operation  ?  Not  even  the  sawing  of  the  bone  ?  Could  not 
your  limb  have  been  saved  ?  Was  it  taken  off  right  where  the 
wound  was  ?  Can  you  wear  an  artificial  leg  ?  Would  the  govern- 
men  furnish  it  if  you  could  ?  Do  you  draw  a  pension  ?  How  much  ? 
How  old  are  you?  What  is  your  name?  What  did  you  do  before 
the  war  ?  Don't  you  often  wish  you  hadn't  lost  your  leg  ?  How 
does  a  person  feel  with  a  leg  off'?  Does  it  ache  when  the  weather 
changes?  Would  you  rather  lose  a  leg  than  an  arm?  I  have 
heard  persons  say  that  an  amputated  limb  still  feels  as  if  it  were 
on;  is  that  so  ?  How  do  you  account  for  that?'  " 


Bromide  of  Potassium  producing  Boils. 

I  observe  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Record,  a  statement  from 
Dr.  Julius  Levy,  that  in  giving  drachm-doses  of  the  bromide  of 
potash  three  times  daily,  continued  for  months,  a  series  of  boils 
will  be  apt  to  be  produced.  I  have  at  the  present  time  a  patient, 
aet.  51,  who,  not  three  weeks  since,  was  literally  covered  with 
small  boils  (on  the  eyelids,  limbs,  and  various  parts  of  the  body), 
which  I  am  positive  resulted  from  the  use  of  the  bromide,  and 
since  its  discontinuance  the  skin  has  resumed  almost  its  normal 
condition.  My  patient  was  taking  at  the  time  of  the  eruption 
about  20  grains  of  the  potash  salt,  and  which  had  been  used  for  a 
period  of  about  six  or  eight  weeks.  The  patient  was  at  the  same 
time  using  full  doses  of  the  elixir  calisaya,  iron,  and  bismuth. 

This  case  illustrates  that  the  bromide  may  produce  an  eruption 
of  boils  with  a  much  smaller  dose  in  a  shorter  time  than  }rour 
author  states,  and  also  that  the  calisaya  is  not  in  all  cases  a  pre- 
ventive.—  C.  W.  Frisbie,  31. D.,  in  Med.  Record. 


Rupture  of  Membranes  Six  Weeks  before  Delivery. 

On  October  2d,  1871,  I  was  sent  for  to  attend  Mrs.  S.  in  her 
confinement.  On  nry  arrival  I  found  the  membranes  ruptured,  the 
os  uteri  of  the  size  of  a  shilling,  and  the  head  penetrating.  The 
pains  occurred  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes,  and  were  accom- 
panied each  time  by  a  free  discharge  of  liquor  amnii.  Mrs.  S. 
was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  and  all  her  previous  confinements 
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had  been  perfectly  natural.  She  was  of  opinion  that  she  had 
gone  her  full  time,  and  believed  that  labor  had  commenced.  No 
progress  being  made  during  the  hour  or  so  I  stopped,  I  told  them 
to  send  for  me  when  the  pains  became  more  severe.  As  I  re- 
ceived no  message  during  the  day,  I  called  in  the  evening,  and 
found  my  patient  free  from  pain  and  all  signs  of  labor ;  the  ab- 
domen was  notably  smaller,  and  she  expressed  herself  as  easier 
than  she  had  been  for  a  month.  Matters  continued  much  in  the 
same  state  for  the  next  six  weeks;  she  gradually  increased  in 
size ;  and  when  the  abdomen  attained  a  certain  dimension,  peri- 
odic pains  ensued,  accompanied  by  a  copious  discharge  of  liquid, 
which  always  gave  great  relief.  Besides  those  occasional  flood- 
ings  of  water,  there  was  a  constant  drain  going  on,  so  that  she 
found  it  impossible  to  keep  herself  dry.  At  length,  on  Nov.  15, 
1871,  labor  pains  really  commenced,  and  in  less  than  an  hour 
she  was  delivered  of  a  fine  male  child,  just  six  weeks  after  the 
rupture  of  the  membranes. — S.  U.  Bradley,  F.R.C.S.,  in  British 
Med.  Journal. 


Trichina. 

It  should  be  generally  known,  that  the  appearance  of  this  dan- 
gerous parasite  is  in  consequence  of  feeding  pigs  with  meat  or 
slaughter-house  offal.  At  one  time  it  was  supposed  that  pigs  got 
the  trichina  from  the  eating  of  rats;  but  it  now  appears  that  rats 
become  infected  from  the  same  source,  namely,  the  offal  of  flesh- 
meat.  A  pig  fed  on  acorns  and  grain,  and  allowed  its  freedom, 
is  not  likely  to  exhibit  trichina,  while  those  fed  in  slaughter- 
houses and  in  other  places,  where  meat-offal  is  used  that  has  been 
exposed  to  insects,  will  almost  invariably  exhibit  it  more  or  less. 
The  feeding  of  pigs  with  meat-offal  should  be  prohibited  by  law, 
as  any  animal  living  upon  such  food  is  absolutely  unwholesome 
and  unfit  for  food.  Pigs  naturally  live  on  roots,  herbs,  grass, 
acorns,  grain,  etc.,  but  not  on  flesh-meat.  Pork  from  an  animal 
which  has  been  fed  or  fattened  from  meal-offal  is  worse  than  the 
flesh  of  rats  living  in  sewers. —  Good  Health. 
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EDITORIAL. 

MEDICAL  LEGISLATION 

All,  or  nearly  all,  the  laws  which  have  been,  from  time  to  time, 
enacted  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  various  States,  were  devised  and 
passed  in  the  interest  of  a  particular  class  of  medical  men.  This 
class  legislation,  while  it  conferred  special  privileges  upon  Old  School 
physicians,  was  at  the  same  time  intended  to  debar  physicians  of  all 
other  schools,  no  matter  what  their  professional  attainments,  from  the 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  profession.  The  inequal- 
ity and  unfairness  of  this  kind  of  legislation  became  so  apparent  that 
the  last  vestiges  of  such  laws  have  been  erased  from  the  statutes  of 
every  State  of  the  Union. 

The  many  attempts  to  persecute  honorable  physicians  who  were 
compelled,  because  of  their  views  of  therapeutics,  to  practise  their  pro- 
fession under  the  ban  of  such  laws,  have  given  rise  to  a  very  general 
prejudice  against  the  enactment  of  any  and  all  laws  regulating  the 
practice  of  medicine.  The  radical  fault  has  been  that  all  these  laws 
were  for  the  benefit  of  a  portion  of  the  profession,  and  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people.  The  profession  needs  no  such  protection.  Every 
competent  and  intelligent  physician  is,  or  should  be,  capable  of  sustain- 
ing himself  before  an  intelligent  public,  provided  he  be  not  rendered 
the  subject  of  proscriptive  legislation. 

But  the  people  need  protection  in  this  regard,  just  as  they  require 
it  against  other  kinds  of  crime.  The  wily  knave,  who  obtains  money 
or  goods  of  his  neighbor  by  false  representations,  commits  a  crime  for 
which  he  may  be  arrested  and  punished  ;  and  this  law  is  esteemed 
wise  and  just  by  all  right-minded  people.  Why  should  not  the  pre- 
tending charlatan  be  restrained  from  advertising  himself  learned  in 
medicine,  by  the  use  of  the  title  Doctor,  Physician,  Surgeon,  or  Ob- 
stetrician, when  he  is,  at  the  same  time,  grossly  ignorant  of  the  first 
principles  of  anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  chemistry,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  other  branches  necessary,  even  to  a  primary  medical 
education  ?  Are  life  and  health  less  worthy  of  protective  legislation 
than  money  and  merchandise  ? 

We  are  glad  to  see  a  growing  disposition  to  legislate,  not  in  the  in' 
terest  of  the  profession  or  any  part  of  it,  but  simply  for  the  protection 
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of  the  people  against  the  practice  of  ignorant  charlatans,  and  the 
wicked  practices  of  those  who  are  worse  than  charlatans. 

To  this  end  a  bill  has  been  introduced  into  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  the  passage  of  which  makes  it  obligatory  that  any  person  prac- 
tising Medicine,  Surgery,  or  Midwifery,  shall  be  registered  as  such. 
In  order  to  become  registered  the  applicant  must  obtain  a  license  from 
the  censors  of  some  county,  district,  or  state  medical  society,  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  the  State.  It  is  left  to  the  option  of  the  appli- 
cant to  obtain  this  license  from  the  censors  of  any  society,  either  Old 
School,  Eclectic,  or  Homoeopathic,  in  any  part  of  the  state.  This  puts 
it  out  of  the  power  of  any  prejudiced  parties  to  prevent  the  licensing 
of  any  one  from  unworthy  motives. 

Bui  this  bill  is  unsatisfactory  to  the  hunkers  in  the  Old  School 
state  society,  which  recently  voted  to  disapprove  of  its  passage. 
Why  ?  Simply  because  it  gives  to  all  educated  physicians  equal 
rights  and  equal  privileges  of  registration,  without  regard  to  their 
views  of  therapeutics.  The  more  liberal  and  progressive  men  of  this 
society  openly  and  warmly  advocate  the  passage  of  this  bill,  but  it 
seems  the  hunker  spirit  prevailed.  A  communication  recently  pub- 
lished in  the  New  York  Times,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Stephen  Rogers, 
so  fully  elucidates  the  whole  matter  that  we  have  copied  it  in  another 
part  of  the  Review. 

We  learn  that  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  has  recently  passed  an  act 
to  regulate  the  practice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  that  state.  This 
act,  as  we  learn,  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  bill  now  before  the 
legislature  of  this  state.  It  requires  the  physician  to  be  a  graduate 
of  some  medical  college,  or  to  obtain  a  certificate  of  qualification  from 
some  state,  county,  city,  or  district  medical  society,  composed  of 
not  less  than  six  members,  and  a  certificate  of  good  moral  character 
from  some  court  of  record  in  the  United  States.  It  also  requires  all 
prescriptions  to  be  written  in  the  English  language, 

A  law  of  similar  import  was  recently  enacted  in  Wyoming  Territory. 

An  effort  was  made  in  the  Winter  of  1870-'?  1  to  obtain  the  passage 
of  a  one-sided  proscriptive  bill  in  the  interest  of  Alopathy  in  the 
State  of  Maine.  It  met  with  determined  opposition,  and  was  laid  over 
to  the  legislature  of  last  Winter,  when  it  met  with  the  signal  failure 
that  its  proscriptive  character  so  richly  merited. 
3 


424 


Editorial. 


[March, 


ELECTRO-THERAPEUTICS  AND  ELECTRICAL  APPARA- 
TUS. 

Galvanism  and  Faradism,  different  kinds  of  electricity,  so  named 
after  their  respective  discoverers,  Galvani  and  Faraday,  are  now 
recognized  as  among  the  safest  and  most  reliable  remedies  in  relieving 
certain  classes  of  disease. 

The  potency  of  the  subtle  agent  has  been,  in  a  vague  way,  admit- 
ted for  centuries.  But  whether  from  the  skepticism  of  the  profession, 
or  the  inefficiency  of  the  instruments,  it  is  only  within  the  last  decade 
that  electricity  has  attracted  the  attention  of  profound  and  able  in- 
vestigators, both  at  home  and  abroad. 

The  results  of  their  researches  and  observations  have  been  remarka- 
ble. Where  all  before  was  chaos  and  hap-hazard,  order,  method, 
and,  what  may  be  almost  termed  an  exact  science,  prevail. 

The  success  that  has  attended  its  administration  in  various  diseases, 
and  in  many  hopeless  cases,  has  aroused  the  earnest  consideration  of 
the  enlightened  and  progressive  members  of  the  profession.  All  are 
seeking  information.  As  inquiries  are  being  constantly  addressed  to 
us,  we  propose,  from  time  to  time,  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject. 

Static,  frictional,  and  magneto-electricity  being  found  compara- 
tively ineffective,  have  fallen  into  disuse,  and  therefore  need  not  be 
further  alluded  to  in  this  article. 

Practically  speaking,  there  are  but  two  forms  of  electricity  em- 
ployed for  therapeutical  purposes — Galvanism  or  continuous,  or,  as 
it  is  sometimes  erroneously  called,  the  constant  current,  and  Far- 
adism or  the  electro-magnetic,  or  induced  current. 

The  physiological  action  proceeding  from  the  differences  in  the  na- 
ture of  these  currents  is  distinctive.  If*  therefore,  we  desire  to  obtain 
all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  application  of  electricity,  it 
is  necessary  to  be  provided  with  both  a  Galvanic  battery  and  an 
electro-magnetic  machine.  The  former  is  endowed  with  great 
chemical  powers,  of  which  the  latter  is  almost  devoid.  Galvanism  is 
alone  employed  for  electrolytic  purposes,  as,  for  instance,  the  resolu- 
tion of  tumors  and  various  morbid  growths.  It  is  also  preferable  in 
the  treatment  of  many  nervous  disorders.  The  electro-magnetic 
machine  is,  however,  the  instrument  most  frequently  required  in  gen- 
eral practice. 

To  explain  the  differences  between  these  two  kinds  of  electricity, 
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we  will  here  state,  that  Galvanism  is  the  current  obtained  from  the 
cells  of  a  battery,  containing  two  diverse  metals  or  elements,  and  an 
exciting  fluid.  Of  these  elements,  from  one  to  thirty  or  more  pairs 
are  requisite  to  produce  a  sufficient  current,  according  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  especial  case  to  be  operated  upon.  This  current  always 
flows  in  one  direction,  and  communicates  no  perceptible  shock,  unless 
when  broken.  If  it  be  applied  for  a  short  time  to  the  integument,  a 
burning  sensation  is  felt  in  the  part,  and,  if  for  a  longer  period, 
absolute  decomposition  or  ulceration  would  be  the  result.  When 
applied  in  the  vicinity  of  the  head,  a  copperish  taste  is  experienced 
in  the  mouth.  Galvanization  is  then  the  application  of  this  current 
to  the  part  indicated. 

The  Faradic  current  is  obtained  by  ^induction  from  a  coil  of  wire, 
placed  parallel  with,  and  near  to,  another  coil.  The  two  ends  of  the 
first  wire  being  connected  with  the  poles  of  a  galvanic  cell,  an  elec- 
tric current  will  be  established  in  the  second  wire.  This  current  im- 
mediately disappears,  in  order  to  return  at  the  moment  the  connection 
is  broken,  and  then  again  to  disappear.  An  induced  or  Faradic  cur- 
rent is  therefore  an  interrupted  current,  which  passes  in  both  direc- 
tions ;  whereas  we  have  seen  that  the  Galvanic  only  passes  in  one  di- 
rection. For  the  Faradic  current,  a  pair  of  elements  are  sufficient,  in 
contradistinction  to  the  other,  which  requires  many.  These  second- 
ary currents  thus  produced  are  only  of  momentary  duration.  They 
arise  at  each  opening  and  each  closing  of  the  connection,  and  are 
wanting  during  the  time  the  current  is  closed. 

.  From  this  short  description  it  may  be  easily  understood,  that  Gal- 
vanism and  Faradism  are  not  applicable  to  the  same  forms  of  disease, 
and  cannot  be  substituted  one  for  the  other  in  therapeutics. 

We  have  not  space  to  describe  the  different  kinds  of  Galvanic 
batteries  and  electro-magnetic  machines  hitherto  in  use;  nor  indeed 
do  we  deem  it  necessary,  as  the  apparatus  made  by  the  best  manu- 
facturers is  incomparably  superior  to  the  imperfect  and  unreliable 
appliances  formerly  in  use.  The  instruments  now  made  by  the  Gal- 
vano-Faradic  Manufacturing  Company  of  this  city  are  models  of 
completeness,  combining  efficacy,  convenience,  durability,  simplicity, 
portability,  and  facility  of  use. 

In  addition  to  the  instruments  named,  special  electrodes  are  used, 
through  which  the  electricity,  of  whatever  form,  is  conveyed  to  the 
external  surface  of  the  body  or  within  the  cavities,  as  the  uterus, 
bladder,  etc.     It  is  important  that  each  of  those  be  perfect  and 
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reliable.  Especial  care  should  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  the 
needles  for  electrolysis. 

In  a  future  number  of  the  Review,  we  propose  to  offer  some 
observations  on  the  treatment  of  various  diseases  by  Galvanism 
and  electro-magnetism. 


STATE  CHARITIES. 

Some  three  or  four  years  since  a  statement  was  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  State  Commissioners  of  Charity,  Dr.  Hoyt,  of  the  condi- 
tion of  our  county  poor-houses.  That  report  produced  a  powerful 
effect  throughout  the  state.  The  legislature,  as  well  as  the  local 
authorities,  set  about  reforming  these  abuses.  The  commission  has 
legal  power  of  inspecting  all  the  institutions  of  the  state,  which  re- 
ceive any  state  aid.  Its  work  may  be  judged  from  the  figures  con- 
tained in  its  fourth  annual  report,  just  issued. 

There  are  under  its  supervision  240  institutions  of  charity,  of  which 
the  state  institutions  alone,  such  as  asylums  for  lunatics,  the  blind, 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  the  idiots,  and  inebriates,  and  the  like,  own  real 
estate  to  the  amount  of  84,451,459,  and  personal  property  to  the 
value  of  $4,839,070.  The  receipts  of  these  asylums,  during  the  past 
year,  from  public  moneys,  amounted  to  $835,925,  and  their  expendi- 
tures were  $1,362,339. 

In  the  poor-houses  there  were  expended,  during  1871,  for  paupers, 
$1,187,460.  Among  the  orphan  asylums  and  homes  of  the  friendless 
there  were  appropriated  $429,750,  of  which  sum  the  largest  share — 
$50,000 — was  bestowed  upon  the  New  York  Roman  Catholic  "  Pro- 
tectory." The  hospitals  of  the  state  received  $299,000,  and  the  dis- 
pensaries $95,400.  The  property  held  by  the  orphan  asylums  and 
"homes"  under  their  inspection,  amounted  to  $8,415,770;  while 
their  annual  expenditures  were  $2,309,421  ;  the  whole  number  of  per- 
sons supported  in  them  amounted  to  21,479.  The  whole  number 
treated  in  the  hospitals  was  10,785,  and  in  the  dispensaries  284,047. 
These  figures  show  the  enormous  and  important  field  of  work  of  the 
commission. 

All  our  readers,  interested  in  the  wise  management  of  charities,  re- 
gret that  a  commission,  having  such  an  important  field  of  operations, 
and  numbering  among  them  such  men  as  Prof.  D wight  and  Dr.  Hoyt, 
should  possess  nothing  but  an  advisory  power.  Dr.  Hoyt  fully  ap- 
preciates the  advance  which  has  been  made  in  the  science  of  charity, 
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and  recommends  the  plan  of  "  distribution,"  or  placing  in  homes, 
followed  so  successfully  in  this  city  by  the  Children's  Aid  Society, 
rather  than  congregating  in  asylums.  All  rural  overseers  of  the  poor 
have  a  prejudice  in  favor  of  herding  these  pauper  children  in  public 
buildings,  rather  than  putting  them  where  they  will  share  in  Ameri- 
can life,  and  escape  all  stamp  of  pauperism — in  the  individual  far- 
mers' homes.  A  state  board  could  overcome  such  ignorant  preju- 
dices. 


NEW  YORK  CITY  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  New  York  City  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  monthly 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening,  February  21st.  An  essay  on  Vacci- 
nation was  read  by  Dr.  Spray.  A  criticism,  on  the  recent  report  of 
the  Academy  of  Medicine  on  this  subject,  was  read  by  Dr.  Foote. 
The  reading  of  these  papers  elicited  a  warm  and  extended  discussion, 
which  finally  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
report  on  the  subject,  to  be  submitted  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
society.  Drs.  Whitney,  Foote,  Gunn,  and  De  Meyer,  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  written  on  this  subject,  much 
diversity  of  opinion  prevails  in  regard  to  several  important  points. 
Among  these  may  be  named  the  liability  of  communicating  various 
diseases  through  the  use  of  humanized  virus,  the  proper  manner  of 
obtaining  non-humanized  virus,  its  comparative  certainty  of  action, 
its  prophylactic  powers,  etc. 


THE  NEW  YORK  STATE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 

The  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  this  State  convened  at  Albany,  on 
January  24th,  1872,  to  hold  its  tenth  annual  meeting,  and  continued 
in  session  two  days.  The  meeting  was  well  attended,  and,  in  many 
respects,  the  most  interesting  one  the  society  ever  had.  Many  im- 
portant reports  were  presented  to  the  society,  and  much  valuable  dis- 
cussion elicited  from  a  majority  of  the  members  present. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Fenncr,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  charges  against  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Penn- 
sylvania, read  a  very  elaborate  report)  in  which  a  great  many  letters 
were  presented  from  said  college,  offering  the  various  degrees  for 
sums  of  money,  to  persons  who  made  no  pretensions  to  a  thorough 
medical  education.  Members  of  the  committee  had  letters  sent  to 
said  college,  from  different  places,  and  answers  were  received  in 
every  case,  offering  the  honors  of  the  college  for  various  sums  of 
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money.  The  report  contained  much  convincing  proof,  to  establish 
the  charges  brought  against  the  college,  and  the  resolutions,  pre- 
sented by  the  committee,  condemning  the  practices  of  issuing  bogus 
diplomas,  repudiating  the  college,  declining  to  recognize  its  diplomas, 
and  expelling  from  our  state  society  members  of  that  faculty  who 
had  belonged  to  this  society,  were  unanimously  adopted,  and  all  of 
their  members  declared  expelled  from  membership  .in  our  state  society. 

Able  reports  were  also  presented  by  the  various  committees  on  the 
following  subjects :  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  Medical  Hygiene,  Materia 
Medica,  Medical  Statistics,  Medical  Instruction,  Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  New  York  City,  and  the  various  county  societies. 

A  draft  of  a  proposed  law,  to  protect  the  people  against 
quackery,  and  to  prevent  crime,  was  presented  to  the  society.  A 
spirited  discussion  followed  upon  this  subject,  and  at  its  close,  a 
resolution  was  passed,  which  promised  the  support  of  the  society  to 
any  bill  that  had  for  its  object  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  the 
medical  profession,  provided  said  bill  gave  equal  justice  to  the  three 
existing  and  legally-chartered  medical  societies  of  this  State. 

The  following  are  the  officers  elect  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz. : 
M.  M.  FENNER,  M.  D.,  President. 
J.  M.  COMINS,  M.  D.,  Vice-President. 
D.  E.  SMITH,  M.D.,  Treasurer. 
R.  A.  GTJNN,  M.  D.,  Recording  Secretary. 
J.  EDWIN  DANELSON,  M.  D.,  Corres.  Sec. 

The  transactions  will,  as  usual,  be  printed  in  a  large  volume,  as 
soon  as  the  work  can  be  performed. 


COMMENCEMENT  EXERCISES  OF  THE  ECLECTIC 
MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  Annual  Commencement  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College,  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  took  place  on  Thursday  evening,  February  15th, 
at  Association  Hall.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  President,  Dr. 
Alexander  Wilder.  The  Professors  and  Trustees  of  the  College 
also  occupied  the  platform.    The  audience  was  large  and  intellectual. 

The  exercises  were  commenced  by  Prof.  Ernst  Eberhard,  the  distin- 
guished organist,  with  the  overture  to  the  opera  of  "  William  Tell." 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Goss. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Prof.  Paul  W.  Allen,  M.  D.,  read  the  Report  of  the  Session,  as 
follows : 

ffi  Eight  courses  of  lectures  have  now  been  given  by  the  Faculty  of 
this  College,  and  eight  graduating  classes  have  been  made  Doctors 
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of  Medicine.  Graduates  of  this  institution  are  now  located  in  a 
majority  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  in  the  several  British  Provinces 
of  North  America,  in  England,  and  in  the  missionary  fields  of  India, 
China,  and  Africa. 

From  physicians  in  all  these  varied  localities,  the  Faculty  are  con- 
stantly receiving  accounts  of  the  success  of  their  practice,  and  of  the 
growing  popularity  of  Eclecticism. 

The  past  session  of  the  College  has  been  one  specially  pleasant, 
and,  we  trust,  also  profitable,  to  the  class.  The  whole  number  of 
matriculants  is  sixty-five  ;  the  number  of  graduates  in  regular  course, 
eleven  honorary,  two. 

More  than  one-third  of  the  entire  class  were  ladies.  By  having  en- 
tirely separate  dissecting-rooms,  and  occasionally  separate  lectures  on 
special  subjects,  the  joint  education  of  iadies  and  gentlemen  in  medi- 
cine and  surgery  has  not  only  been  found  entirely  feasible,  but  has 
been  pleasant  to  all. 

The  course  of  instruction  has  been  unusually  thorough  and  full ; 
and  a  larger  number  of  graduates  might  most  easily  have  been  pre- 
sented to  this  audience  to-night,  if  the  examinations  had  not  been 
thoroughly  strict.  The  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  city  of  New 
York  never  intends  to  send  a  physician  from  its  halls,  unless  that 
person  be  thoroughly  qualified  to  practise  medicine  and  surgery.  • 

The  College  has  now  excellent  facilities  for  instruction,  and  the 
public  confidence  in  the  institution  is  such  that,  during  the  past  ses- 
sion, a  plan  has  been  formed  to  erect  a  new  building — a  structure 
ample  in  size  for  the  accommodation  of  large  classes,  and  having 
every^advantage  for  the  most  improved  methods  of  instruction.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  funds  necessary  to  erect  such  a  college  is 
already  subscribed,  and  we  are  not  without  hope  that  our  ninth  ses- 
sion, in  October  next,  may  be  opened  in  the  new  college. 

Since  the  College  was  chartered,  in  1865,  Eclectic  State  Medical 
Societies  have  been  formed  in  more  than  one-half  of  the  states  of  the 
Union,  and  physicians  throughout  the  country,  of  all  classes  of  prac- 
tice, are  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  New  York  aftbrds  more 
advantages  for  the  study  of  medicine  and  surgery  than  any  other 
city — either  American  or  European.  The  Trustees  and  Faculty  of 
this  College  desire  to  see  Eclecticism  at  least  as  well  represented  in 
its  instructions,  and  in  its  lecture-rooms  and  apparatus,  as  any  other 
system. 

We  cannot  close  this  Report  of  the  session  of  1871-72,  without 
giving  testimony  to  the  fraternal  fellowship  of  the  class,  and  to  their 
fidelity  to  their  studies,  their  faithful  attendance  upon  the  lectures, 
and  their  earnest  desire  to  learn  whatever  can  be  useful  to  them  in 
the  noble  profession  to  which  they  devote  themselves. 

Prof.  Robert  S.  Newton,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  Faculty,  announc- 
ed the  names  of  the  candidates  for  graduation,  as  follows : 
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Seraphina  Pratt. . . 
Frances  M.  Rich . . 
Harriet  E.  Cady. . 

Eben  E.  Davis  

Mary  L.  W.  Lacy . 
Anna  Ralston .... 
Richard  Gaudern .  . 
Win.  H.  A.  Young 
Alice  De  Baun .... 

Jennie  Ensign  

Martha  Dickenson  , 


New  Jersey. 
New  York. 
Connecticut. 


.Connecticut. 
,  New  York. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
New  York. 
Connecticut. 
Ohio. 


Vermont. 


HOXOEARY. 


J.  R.  Goodell. 
L.  H.  Borden 


Rhode  Island. 
New  Jersey. 


The  candidates  having  presented  themselves,  the  Degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  was  conferred  by  Alexander  Wilder,  M.  D.,  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 


Dr.  Wilder  then  addressed  the  Graduating  Class,  as  follows : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

It  has  now  become  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  pleasure,  to  induct  you 
into  your  chosen  vocation.  The  suffrage  of  my  associates,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  recommendation  of  your  instructors,  the  Professors  of 
this  College,  duly  approved  by  its  Board  of  Censors,  has  entitled  you 
to  receive  at  our  hands  the  conferment  of  the  physician's  rank  and 
distinction.  I  approve  most  heartily  of  this  action,  and  congratulate 
you  at  this  honorable  event  of  your  course  of  studies. 

The  calling  of  the  physician — I  say  it  with  no  sentiment  of  irreve- 
rence to  other  professions — is  the  highest  and  most  sacred  of  all  vo- 
cations. It  is  no  mechanical  art,  to  be  prosecuted  from  the  commonest 
motives,  but  a  priesthood,  "the  outcome  and  acme  of  all  priesthoods 
and  divinest  conquests  of  intellect "  among  mankind.  Indeed,  its  origin 
cannot  be  imputed  to  a  Galen  nor  even  to  Hippocrates,  however  noble 
these  men  and  their  achievements ;  for,  during  the  untold  ages  that 
history  has  chronicled  but  feebly  or  not  at  all,  every  priest  was  taught 
in  the  sacred  mysteries — to  which  the  uninitiated  were  not  admitted 
— how  to  alleviate  and  heal  the  maladies  of  his  fellow-beings.  Medi- 
cal knowledge  did  not  often  escape  from  the  crypt,  but  it  was  cherished 
there.  Men  looked  upon  it  as  a  boon  from  Divinity.  When  the  great 
Apostle  of  the  Christian  faith  sent  forth  his  disciples  to  teach  and  to 
preach,  he  also  commissioned  them  to  "  heal  the  sick,  cleanse  the  lepers, 
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cast  out  devils,  raise  the  dead."  The  Greeks  and  Ionians  also  attrib- 
uted the  gift  of  healing  to  ./Esculapius,  the  son  of  Apollo  and  the 
Holy  Virgin  Coronis;  in  this  legend  embodying  the  conviction  of  all 
the  world  that  the  function  of  the  healer  belonged  necessarily  and 
appropriately  to  the  son  of  God.  Venerate,  therefore,  the  calling 
which  you  have  adopted.  Let  no  unworthy  thought  or  motive  actuate 
you  in  its  pursuit.  It  deserves'  your  best  energies,  your  most  patient 
endeavor,  all  that  you  have  to  bestow. 

It  has  now  become  my  part  to  inaugurate  you  into  your  new  voca- 
tion. The  concurring  voice  of  the  Professors,  Censors,  and  Trustees  of 
this  College  has  declared  you  proficient  and  worthy.  I  therefore,  by 
the  authority  committed  to  me  by  the  laws  of  this  State  and  the  suf- 
frage of  my  official  associates,  present  you  with  these  Diplomas,  duly 
signed  and  attested,  and  hereby  confer  upon  you,  each  and  severally, 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  with  the  honors,  powers,  privileges, 
and  immunities  to  it  pertaining. 

Accept  your  new  relations  with  a  due  sense  of  their  dignity,  and  a 
full  consciousness  of  the  responsibility  which  you  have  assumed. 
Henceforth  you  will  become  advisers  and  intimate  with  the  most 
private  matters  of  others.  It  is  the  place  of  another,  this  evening,  to 
charge  you  upon  these  subjects ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  appealing 
to  you  to  exercise  the  utmost  discretion,  fidelity,  and  conscientious- 
ness in  the  discharge  of  your  calling,  and  under  the  varying  circum- 
stances which  will  surround  you.  We  impose  on  you  no  code  of 
ethics,  begotten  and  born  of  the  despotic  and  persecuting  principles 
of  the  past  ages;  nor  do  we  even  require  that  you  must  practise  medi- 
cine in  absolute  conformity  to  the  doctrines  and  instructions  which  we 
have  imparted  to  you.  AVe  leave  you  free,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
to  serve  and  benefit  the  sick,  by  the  best  means  at  your  hand,  accord- 
ing to  whatever  school  of  practice ;  enjoining  upon  you,  as  our  code 
of  ethics,  to  do  to  others  as  you  would  that  they  should  do  to  you, 
observing  the  obvious  rules  of  courtesy  and  justice. 

Yet  remember  kindly  your  Alma  Mater.  We  are  all  deeply  inter- 
ested in  your  welfare.  Your  success  adds  to  us,  to  our  usefulness 
and  importance ;  and  in  our  prosperity  as  an  institution  where  you 
were  instructed  and  obtained  your  degrees,  you  have  a  profound, 
almost  a  vital  concern.  The  obligation  and  the  benefits  have  been 
reciprocal,  and  will  so  continue  to  be  ;  let  them  be  maintained  on 
both  sides  with  cordiality  and  the  strictest  fidelity.  We  have  taught 
you  how  to  heal  without  noxious  medicine;  to  make  the  recovery  of 
the  sick,  rather  than  the  display  of  a  learned  technology,  your  test 
of  merit.  The  unalloyed  metal,  and  not  the  tinsel  of  erudition,  should 
be  prized.  We  have  no  harsh  or  unkind  words  for  our  professional 
adversaries;  but  rather,  shall  we  strive  to  retain  them,  and  overcome 
by  rendering  greater  benefits  to  those  witli  whom  we  have  to  do. 

Be  not  disheartened  when  others  grasp  the  meed  which  you  have 
honorably  earned.  Such  are  often  the  experiences  of  life.  The  palatial 
mansion  is  built  by  the  mechanic  and  bricklayer,  amid  severe  toil  and 
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anxiety,  but  they  never  inhabit  it ;  the  costly  temple  is  erected  by 
the  laborer,  but  he  worships  not  there.  Others  possess  and  enjoy  the 
results  of  the  work  which  their  hands  performed.  But,  happily  for 
us  all,  the  law  of  compensation  is  more  extended  in  its  scope  than  by 
the  immediate  recompense.  God  dwells  not  in  temples,  such  as  toil- 
worn  men  erect,  but  in  the  affections  and  aspirations  of  the  human 
heart.  Man  is  never  so  exalted  as  to  become  a  rival  to  the  Deity — 
never  so  low  and  degraded  as  to  be  beneath  his  parental  care  and 
providence.  We  have  no  need,  therefore,  to  boast  or  vaunt  our- 
selves; and  if  we  knew  well  the  interior  mysteries  of  things,  the 
logic  of  events,  we  would  find  little  occasion  to  repine. 

Therefore  be  hopeful,  patient,  persevering.  Magnify  your  vocation 
by  faithfully  and  perseveringly  doing  all  which  it  may  require  at  your 
hands.  In  due  time  it  will  yield  to  you  the  appropriate  harvest.  I 
now  return  you  my  most  cordial  wishes  for  a  successful  career, 
for  your  prosperity,  health,  and  honorable  achievement.  Do  your 
part  conscientiously,  and  abide  the  result.  All  will  yet  be  well.  I 
have  done. 

As  the  new-made  physicians  left  the  stand  loaded  with  honors,  and 
bouquets  offered  by  congratulating  friends,  Dr.  Wilder  announced  that 
the  prize  for  sustaining  the  best  competitive  examination  in  Physiology 
had  been  awarded  to  Miss  Harriet  E.  Cady,  of  Dryden,  New  York. 

DR.  GAUDERN's  ADDRESS. 

The  Valedictory  was  then  delivered  by  R.  Gaudern,  M.  D.,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

In  behalf  of  this  medical  class  I  tender  you  their  thanks  for  your 
presence  here  to-night. 

The  world  has  had  in  all  ages  its  "  medicine  man,"  its  system  of 
healing,  or  medical  profession — to  bless  or  curse,  as  its  respective  age 
or  period  may  attest.  It  is  clearly  traceable  in  history  to  the  period 
of  Egyptian  priesthood.  At  their  hands  it  received  something  like 
system,  but  in  the  absence  of  scientific  knowledge,  it  remained  through 
a  period  of  nearly  four  thousand  years,  without  progressing  to  a  com- 
plete development.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  prevailing  system 
gained  possession  of  great  wealth  in  its  materia  medica.  Pathology 
became  rich  in  its  treasures  of  facts  and  descriptions  of  disease,  but 
its  practice  abounded  in  errors  in  the  use  of  remedies.  The  practice  of 
medicine  was,  in  the  highest  sense,  uncertain  and  empirical.  Nearly 
every  remedy  had  been  discovered  by  accident. 

No  special  attention  had  been  given  to  anatomy,  physiology,  and 
pathology  ;  hence  the  healing  art,  lacking  in  correct  principles,  failed 
to  indicate  the  proper  system  of  therapeutics.  Its  aggregate  results 
must  therefore  have  been  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing  to  suffering 
humanity. 
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But  the  morning  dawned,  and  with  it  came  first  the  doctrine  of  con- 
traria  contrarius  euranter,  then  came  similia  simillbus  curanter,  fol- 
lowed by  the  famous  Prisnetz,  with  a  host  of  aquatic  sports,  all  point- 
ing through  their  exclusiveisms  toward  the  advent  of  a  system  of 
Eclectic  Medicine.  This  grand  comprehensive  system  must  now  be 
established,  a  system  ignoring  the  worship  of  one  idea — bowing  to  no 
single  law  ;  for  though  each  may  be  true,  yet  neither  separately  is 
the  TRUTH,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  The  delusions  of  error  and 
tradition,  that  had  grown  hoary  by  age,  must  needs  be  swept  away. 
The  voices  of  Buffering  humanity,  that  hitherto  had  been  heard  in  a 
wail  of  fruitless  protest  against  the  misguided  practice  of  old  physic, 
were  now  to  be  heeded.  The  life-current  that  had  been  wasted  for 
centuries,  under  the  specious  delusion  that  morbid  matters  were  thus 
removed,  inflammation  and  fevers  cured,  must  now  be  preserved. 

This  vital  force  is  to  be  conserved  by  a  rational  interpretation  of 
physiological  and  pathological  conditions  ;  viz. :  that  all  processes  or 
modes  of  action  in  either  condition  are  sanitive  and  vital,  therefore 
normal,  to  the  condition.  Here,  then,  we  have  presented  to  us  the 
standard  of  law  for  the  correct  treatment  of  disease. 

What,  then,  are  the  results  of  this  teaching  ?  In  the  American 
states  we  have  about  twelve  thousand  practical  advocates  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Eclectic  Medicine.  In  England  and  upon  the  continent, 
the  movement  is  scarcely  less  formidable.  This  system  has  attained  its 
present  status  in  less  than  forty  years.  It  has  intimidated  the  an- 
tiquated medical  professor,  so  that  he  dares  not  teach  his  pupils  the 
use  of  the  lancet.  All  at  once  a  more  rational  mode  of  combating  dis- 
ease is  discovered. 

Again,  our  colleges,  with  open  portals,  were  first  to  invite  woman  to 
enter  for  professional  honor.  The  daughters  of  America  have  been 
admitted  to  equal  right  and  privilege  in  the  road  to  scientific  and 
honorable  achievement. 

So,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is  discoverable  that  our  system  is  the 
iconoclast  of  bigotry  and  error.  Never  recognizing  a  man  or  sect  that 
bows  to  a  single  law,  we  are  taught  to  remember  that  the  man  of 
science  is  a  free  man  ;  is  liberal,  courteous,  and  generous  to  all ;  a  calm 
and  sober  seeker  after  the  truth,  which  he  honors  above  all  things. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty  :  The  collegiate  year  is  near  its  close  ;  a 
few  moments  more,  and  it  will  be  gone,  with  all  its  privileges,  with  all 
its  toil  and  care;  its  joys  will  have  passed  with  it,  and  its  sorrows  per- 
chance, may  be  dispelled  by  the  bright  sun  of  the  future,  as  morning 
mists  fly  before  the  day-king. 

You  have  met  us  here  to-night  in  the  presence  of  this  host  of  witness- 
es, to  ordain  us  Priests,  whose  duty  it  shall  ever  be  to  offer  incense 
through  life,  before  the  sacred  altar  of  a  glorious  trinity — the  altar  of 
Truth,  Ilyyeia,  and  Humanity.  With  feelings  of  warm  devotion  to 
our  Alma  Mater,  we  thank  you,  gentlemen,  that  you  have  deemed  us 
worthy.  Confidently  may  you  expect  that  each  member  of  this  class 
will  walk  worthy  of  the  high  vocation.    Our  parting  pledge  shall  be 
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the  most  earnest  aspiration  for  your  success  and  happiness.  We  part ; 
yet 

Though  we  to  distant  regions  hie, 
Pursuing  fortune's  slippery  path, 
Your  kindness  in  our  mind  shall  lie, 
We'll  mind,  yea,  aye  though  far  away. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Class  :  We  have  met  this  night  to  part 
forever.  Never,  while  life  lasts,  shall  we  all  meet  again.  Some  of  us 
will  pursue  our  vocation  amid  the  snows  of  the  north,  some  on  the 
shores  of  the  stormy  lakes,  others  on  the  plains  of  the  west — scattered 
from  Maine  to  California.  Yet,  friendship  shall  narrow  the  distance 
dividing  ns,  and  the  memory  of  the  scenes  of  our  college  life — the  in- 
terviews enjoyed — the  associations  formed  here,  will  arise  like  oases, 
crowned  with  living  verdure  among  the  deserts  of  life,  to  give  us  an 
hour  of  unalloyed  happiness,  and  cheer  us  on  to  the  discharge  of  our 
duty  in  the  battle  of  life. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Faculty :  Long  our  friendly  guides  in  the 
rugged  paths  of  science;  Ladies  and.  Gentlemen  of  the  Class:  May 
we  all  be  so  endowed  with  wisdom,  that  we  may  act  well  and 
nobly  the  several  parts  assigned  us  in  the  great  drama  of  life,  fulfill 
to  its  utmost  extent  our  duty  to  ourselves,  our  fellow-man,  and 
our  God,  and  when  reviewing  in  life's  declining  sun,  may  we  find 
nothing  therein  we  would  wish  omitted,  nothing  omitted  that  our  lives 
should  have  contained.  Then  will  we  find  life's  volume  perfect  and 
spotless,  and  then,  as  calmly  sinks  the  morning  star  which  goes 
not  down  behind  the  western  hill,  but  fadeth  from  our  view  in  day's 
clear  light,  may  we  all  gently  sink  to  rest  on  earth,  and  wake  to  the 
light  and  bliss  of  heaven.  Adieu. 

PROF.  GUXN'S  CHARGE. 

Prof.  R.  A.  Gunn,  M.  D.,  then  charged  the  Graduating  Class  as 
follows  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Graduating  Class: 

In  behalf  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  I  extend  to  you  the  right-hand  of  fellowship,  and  wel- 
come you  as  equals  and  co-laborers  in  an  honorable  profession.  This 
night  you  have  received  your  rewards  for  long  years  of  constant 
study — this  night  you  go  forth  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
pertaining  to  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine  The  past  hour  has 
forever  severed  the  relations  that  have  so  long  existed  between 
us  as  teachers  and  pupils  ;  your  college  days  are  ended,  and  your 
places  will  soon  be  filled  by  strangers,  who  in  their  turn  will  leave  us, 
as  you  have  done,  to  battle  with  the  world  for  themselves.  Yet  the 
memories  of  the  past  will  remain  to  us  as  green  spots  in  the  midst  of 
a  desert.  The  pleasant  associations  connected  with  your  sojourn  with 
us  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  who  have  been  your  teachers, 
and  we  trust  that  those  memories  will  not  be  unpleasant  to  you. 

While  it  is  not  my  intention  to  waste  words  in  idle  praise,  I  must, 
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in  behalf  of  the  Faculty,  extend  to  the  class  our  heartfelt  thanks  for 
the  kind  attention  and  uniform  courtesies  we  have  ever  received  at 
your  hands.  And  while  we  have  imposed  upon  you  tasks  of  DO  ordi- 
nary kind,  we  have  found  you  ever  prompt,  ever  attentive,  ever  stu- 
dious, and  ever  anxious  to  learn  all  we  had  to  impart.  In  proof  of 
this  we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  Board  of  Censors,  who,  after  a  care- 
ful examination,  have  seen  fit  to  recommend  you  to  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  College,  as  fully  qualified  to  receive  the  Diplomas 
which  you  now  hold  in  your  hands. 

This  night  marks  the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  your  lives. 
Heretofore  you  have  been  students,  guarded  and  directed  by  friends 
and  teachers  alike  ;  but  now  you  go  forth  upon  the  path  of  life  to  light 
your  own  battles.  To-night  you  are  flushed  with  the  pleasure  of  your 
present  triumphs ;  but  to-morrow  you  will  awaken  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  responsibilities  you  are  about  to  take  upon  yourselves.  As  to- 
morrow's sun  dawns  upon  you,  you  will  begin  to  realize  that  this  is 
the  commencement  of  your  professional  existence,  that  a  new  and  un- 
known future  lies  before  you  ;  and  in  after  years,  when  you  look 
back  upon  your  professional  lives,  you  will  be  able  to  understand  why 
exercises  like  these  are  called  commencement  exercises. 

I  would  be  remiss  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  offer  you  a  few  words  of 
counsel  and  advice  before  we  part ;  and  should  any  of  my  suggestions 
prove  of  service  to  you  in  after  years,  I  will  feel  as  though  the  time 
were  well  spent. 

If  any  of  you  are  entering  the  profession  with  the  expectation  of 
speedily  acquiring  wealth,  you  will  be  sorely  disappointed  ;  and  if  you 
have  no  other  motives,  you  had  better  stop  before  going  further.  In- 
stead of  the  life  of  the  physician  being  an  easy  road  to  wealth,  you 
will  find  it  beset  with  many  trials  and  hardships.  Under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances  you  cannot  expect  to  secure  a  practice  at 
once ;  and  entering  the  profession  as  representatives  of  the  liberal,  pro- 
gressive, eclectic  system  of  medicine,  you  must  expect  to  meet  with 
great  opposition.  You  will  often  grow  weary  of  waiting,  tired  of 
study,  and  despondent  of  success.  It  may  be  that  your  last  dollar  will 
be  spent,  and  yet  you  cannot  perceive  a  breaking  in  the  dark  clouds 
that  hang  over  your  heads.  At  times  your  success  may  seem  fully 
assured,  when  some  reverse  may  come  that  will  completely  prostrate 
all  your  energies,  and  you  may  be  compelled  to  exclaim  in  agony  of 
spirit,  Oh,  God  !  how  long  must  this  thing  last? 

Perchance  you  may  think  that  this  is  a  dark  picture  I  am  present- 
ing to  you.  Well,  it  may  be  rather  uninviting,  and  yet  should  such 
be  your  lot,  it  maybe  some  consolation  to  know  that  others  have  had 
similar  experiences.  In  the  midst  of  all  the  trials  that  may  beset  your 
path,  you  must  remember  that  every  vocation  in  life  has  its  drawbacks 
and  trials  ;  and  while  you  may  think  that  your  burden  is  greater  than 
you  can  bear,  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  when  success  does  crown 
your  efforts,  your  rewards  will  be  in  proportion  to  your  trials. 

Even  the  successful  physician  has  no  easy  life.    His  labors  are 
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never  ended.  Night  or  day  he  is  willing  to  answer  the  call  of  the  sick. 
In  the  dead  hour  of  night  he  faces  the  driving  storm,  unmindful  of 
his  own  personal  comforts,  thinking  only  of  his  suffering  brother  who 
has  called  him  to  his  side.  When  pestilence  stalks  through  the  land, 
and  thousands  are  seeking  safety  in  flight,  the  physician,  mindful  of 
duty,  is  ever  at  his  post,  combatting  with  the  fell  destroyer,  minister- 
ing to  the  wants  of  thousands  who  have  been  deserted  by  their  every 
friend,  and  often  performing  the  last  rite  to  the  dead.  In  his  self- 
sacrificing  devotion  to  duty  he  often  falls  a  victim  to  the  pestilence, 
and  is  soon  forgotten,  even  by  those  for  whom  he  sacrificed  his  life. 

Such  is  the  future  that  lies  before  you.  If  you  are  still  satisfied 
with  the  path  you  have  chosen,  if  you  feel  prepared  to  assume  the  trials 
and  hardships  of  a  physician's  life,  go  and  seek  for  yourselves  fields  of 
labor,  and  may  God  speed  you  on  your  noble  missions. 

As  a  duty  to  yourselves  you  must  use  all  gentlemanly  means  to  ob- 
tain the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  public,  and  merit  the  patronage 
of  the  community  to  obtain  it.  Be  punctual  to  your  office-hours, 
prompt  to  attend  professional  calls,  neat  in  your  personal  appearance, 
courteous  alike  to  rich  and  poor,  and  always  ready  with  a  word  of 
sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of  those  you  may  be  called  upon  to  treat. 
The  unfeeling  physician  can  never  gain  the  respect  of  his  patients,  and 
consequently  cannot  expect  to  retain  their  patronage ;  while  a  kind 
word  and  a  cheerful  face  will  engender  love  and  inspire  confidence  in 
all  with  whom  you  come  in  contact. 

You  will  often  be  thrown  in  contact  with  your  professional  brethren, 
and  your  intercourse  with  them  should  be  entirely  free  from  personal 
jealousies.  Let  your  code  of  medical  ethics  be  based  upon  "  the 
golden  ride"  and  you  will  soon  command  the  respect  even  of  your 
worst  enemies,  if  you  should  have  any. 

Your  duty  to  the  community  must  not  be  overlooked,  for  it  is  a 
sacred  one. 

When  you  assume  professional  relations  with  a  family,  you  are,  as 
it  were,  at  once  received  into  the  family  circle  ;  you  become  the  family 
physician,  you  are  intrusted  with  individual  and  family  secrets,  which 
you  must  ever  hold  inviolate.  Often  when  a  cloud  of  trouble  crosses 
the  family  threshold,  the  trusted  family  physician  is  consulted,  and  his 
advice  for  good  or  ill  often  determines  the  happiness  or  misery  of  the 
entire  household.  Should  you  impart  those  secrets  to  others,  wrhat 
untold  misery  might  be  the  result,  what  curses  and  imprecations 
would  be  heaped  upon  your  heads.  Then  let  me  say,  as  you  value  your 
professional  reputation,  as  you  value  your  honor,  as  you  value  your 
lives,  guard  secrets  intrusted  to  you  professionally  as  carefully,  yes, 
even  more  carefully,  than  you  would  your  own. 

The  duties  you  owe  to  your  Alma  Mater  are  not  the  least  import- 
ant. To  a  mother's  fostering  care  we  all  owe  debts  of  gratitude 
we  can  never  repay.  It  wras  her  hand  that  aided  us  in  our  first  tot- 
tering steps.  She  it  was  who  taught  our  infant  lips  to  lisp  the  first 
prayer  of  childhood.    Her  love  has  followed  us  through  all  our  wan- 
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derings  and  trials ;  and  even  though  far  away,  we  have  fancied  we 
could  hear  her  earnest  prayers  so  often  offered  in  our  behalf,  and  the 
memories  of  her  early  precepts  have  guarded  us  safely  over  many 
rugged  paths. 

As  our  mothers'  love  has  followed  us  through  life,  rejoicing  at  our 
success  and  grieving  over  our  misfortunes,  so  will  your  Alma  Muter 
watch  your  career,  be  proud  of  your  triumphs,  and  sad  over  your  re- 
verses. 

In  whatever  quarter  of  the  globe  you  may  cast  your  lot,  we  will 
always  be  proud  to  hear  of  your  prosperity.  We  have  intrusted  to 
your  keeping  the  reputation  of  your  Alma  Mater,  and  we  will  expect 
to  see  you  all  prove  worthy  of  the  trust.  You  can  do  this  by  resolving 
to  prosecute  your  studies  with  the  same  untiring  zeal  you  have  mani- 
fested during  your  college  days. 

You  are  entering  the  profession  at  a  time  when  you  cannot  be  idle. 
If  you  do  not  wish  to  be  numbered  among  the  drones,  you  will  have 
to  apply  yourselves  manfully  to  the  work  that  is  before  you.  Al- 
though you  have  now  received  your  diplomas,  you  have  only  crossed 
the  threshold  of  medical  science.  Long  years  of  constant  study  and 
medical  observation  cannot  make  you  familiar  with  all  the  mysteries 
of  the  healing  art,  yet  they  will  teach  you  how  little  you  knew  at  the 
commencement  of  your  professional  career. 

The  tendency  of  the  age  is  towards  improvement,  and  in  no  profes- 
sion is  improvement  more  needed  than  in  medicine.  It  rests  with  you 
to  assist  in  elevating  the  standard  of  your  profession.  To  do  this  you 
must  yourselves  endeavor  to  master  every  difficulty  that  may  present 
:tself,  to  aim  at  a  high  degree  of  medical  attainment,  and  to  practise 
medicine  from  a  scientific  basis.  ^Ye  find  too  many  in  the  ranks  of 
our  profession  who  prescribe  at  the  name  of  a  disease,  regardless 
of  symptoms  ;  who  recommend  this  or  that  remedy,  because  they  have 
seen  it  recommended  in  some  medical  journal,  without  knowing  any- 
thing of  its  therapeutic  action.  Others,  again,  with  more  than  a 
laudable  ambition,  have  compiled  works  on  almost  every  department 
of  medicine  before  they  have  attained  even  middle  age  ;  and  in  their 
own  estimation  have  founded  new  theories  for  the  curing  of  disease  by 
specific  medication,  etc.,  which  they  undertake  to  prove  on  paper  by 
reports  of  countless  cases,  which  must,  in  the  nature  of  facts,  have 
originated  in  the  furtive  imaginations  of  the  writers. 

I  would  warn  you  against  such  practices  as  these,  and  advise  you 
to  base  your  practice  on  surer  foundations.  I  would  have  you  con- 
tinue the  careful  study  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  till  you  make  your- 
selves perfectly  familiar  with  the  structure  and  functions  of  the  human 
body  in  health  ;  for  then  and  not  till  then  can  you  understand  what  are 
its  diseased  conditions. 

You  should  next  make  yourselves  acquainted  with  the  correct 
pathology  of  disease  ;  understand  what  causes  have  produced  the  un- 
healthy condition,  and  by  reasoning  from  cause  to  effect  you  can  form 
a  correct  diagnosis  without  any  guess-work.  Now,  if  you  have  studied 
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the  therapeutic  action  of  drugs,  if  you  understand  the  effect  that  each 
produces  on  the  system  and  on  different  organs,  you  are  prepared  to 
prescribe  for  your  patient,  with  almost  a  certainty  that  the  effect  of 
your  remedies  will  be  precisely  what  you  want. 

To  further  insure  your  success,  and  to  elevate  the  standard  of  med- 
icine, you  must  not  be  men  and  women  of  one  idea  /  you  must  not  be 
bound  down  to  any  particular  dogma  or  creed.  You  must  be  lib- 
eral, you  must  investigate  all  theories.  If  you  find  specific  medica- 
tion correct,  adopt  it ;  if  not,  reject  it.  In  short,  be  eclectic  in  every 
sense  of  the  word ;  accept  the  good  and  reject  the  bad  or  useless,  no 
matter  from  what  source  they  come. 

If  you  make  efforts  to  follow  the  course  I  have  thus  suggested,  we, 
as  the  representatives  of  your  Alma  Mater,  will  endeavor  to  do  our 
part.  We  have  resolved  to  use  every  means  in  our  power  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  our  profession, — of  your  profession  ;  we  have  deter- 
mined to  elevate  the  standard  of  the  college,  to  encourage  our  young 
men  to  the  acquiring  of  a  higher  standard  of  education  before  entering 
upon  the  study  of  medicine.  In  this  way  we  hope  to  benefit  our 
school,  our  alumni,  and  the  community  at  large. 

Will  you  resolve  to  assist  us  in  this  work  ?  Will  you  lend  a  helping 
hand  in  the  aid  of  our  common  cause  and  for  the  benefit  of  humanity  ? 
If  so,  let  your  work,  in  the  great  field  of  life  that  lies  open  before  you, 
prove  that  you  are  determined  to  stand  by  your  Alma  Mater. 

Do  you  ask  what  will  be  the  reward  for  all  your  labor  ?  If  so,  let 
me  answer  that  the  thanks  extended  to  you  and  the  prayers  offered 
for  you,  by  fathers,  mothers,  husbands,  wives,  sons,  daughters,  brothers 
and  sisters,  will  be  ample  reward  for  all  your  toil. 

A  young  mother  thanks  and  blesses  you  for  being  instrumental  in 
restoring  her  first-born  babe,  when  she  supposed  him  to  be  at  the  verge 
of  death  ;  a  strong  man  grasps  your  hand  with  unspeakable  emotion, 
when,  after  days  and  nights  of  incessant  watching,  you  announce  to 
him  that  his  wife  is  out  of  danger  and  will  recover ;  the  wife,  in  her 
turn,  will  mingle  her  tears  of  gratitude  with  her  thanks  for  the  kind 
attention  shown  to  her  prostrate  husband.  Such  are  some  of  the  re- 
wards that  attend  the  labors  of  the  faithful  physician,  and  such  will 
be  your  rewards  if  you  faithfully  discharge  your  duties. 

The  time  draws  nigh  when  we  must  part,  and  the  farewell  word 
must  be  spoken.  A  few  moments  more,  and  we  separate,  some  of  us 
never  to  meet  again  this  side  the  grave.  With  this  thought  forcing 
itself  upon  us,  we  would  like  to  put  off  the  parting  as  long  as  possible ; 
but  our  lingering  can  only  defer  it  a  few  moments.  Rest  assured  that 
each  and  all  of  the  class  have  our  best  wishes  for  their  success  in  life, 
and  that  we  will  long  cherish  the  pleasant  relations  that  are  now  to 
be  severed  forever.  I  cannot  longer  protract  our  parting ;  so  on  be- 
half of  the  Faculty  I  must  bid  you  all  farewell,  and  may  God  be  with 
you  through  the  journey  of  life. 

Rev.  Mr.  Goss  delivered  a  short  but  interesting  extemporaneous 
address,  after  which  the  benediction  wTas  pronounced. 
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ANNUAL  ADDRESS 

Of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
del1yered  in  the  assembly  chamber  at  albany,  on  the 

EVENING  OF  JANUARY  24.TH,  1872. — By  ROBERT  S.  NEWTON, 

M.D.,  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  "We  are  assembled  here 
this  evening  for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  a  time-honored 
custom — the  delivering  of  and  listening  to  the  address  connected 
with  the  annual  exercises  of  this  society. 

1  will  remark,  as  a  prelude  to  my  address,  that  this  Society  is 
in  a  most  prosperous  condition  ;  that  peace  and  harmony,  and  a 
united  spirit  have  characterized  its  workings,  not  only  during  the 
year  just  passed,  but  throughout  its  entire  history,  dating  back  to 
1866.  It  has  been  gradually  growing  in  numbers  and  strength. 
Its  membership  is  strengthened,  and  its  good  effect  is  felt  through- 
out the  State  by  the  entire  thinking  portion  of  the  people.  We 
have  asked  for  nothing  which  we  have  not  accorded  to  others ; 
and  whatever  privileges  are  granted,  or  belong  to  other  societies, 
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we  claim  equally  for  this.  This  position  has  been,  and  must  con- 
tinue to  be  maintained  by  this  society  and  the  school  of  medical 
practice  of  which  it  is  the  representative. 

It  is  conceded  that  all  good  government  has  for  its  object 
the  happiness  of  its  subjects,  and  hence,  in  governments  of  this 
description,  we  find  laws  regulating  the  education,  morals,  and 
health  of  the  community.    That  sanitary  regulations  should  be 
made  for  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  thousands  of  dollars  ex- 
pended for  establishing  quarantines  and  hospitals,  all  readily 
admit,  and  no  tax  is  more  cheerfully  paid  than  the  one  assessed 
for  the  various  objects  connected  with  the  Board  of  Health;  but 
that  nothing  should  be  done  by  the  General  or  State  Government 
for  the  cure  of  the  diseased,  and  for  the  proper  and  thorough  edu- 
cation of  men  in  the  curative  art,  is  a  standing  wonder,  if  not  a 
constant  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  our  legislatures.    It  is  re- 
markable that  this  subject  has  been  so  long  overlooked  and  neg- 
lected.   It  seems  to  us  that  a  matter  of  such  vital  importance  to 
the  general  welfare  should  claim  the  prompt  and  early  attention 
of  our  lawmakers,  and  that  means  should  be  devised  for  the 
education  of  men  in  everything  pertaining  to  medical  science. 
After  this  is  done,  we  would  suggest  that  the  men  thus  qualified 
and  authorized  to  practise  medicine  be  held  responsible,  not  for 
hilling  by  a  malpractice  or  a  blundering  treatment  of  their  patients, 
but  for  curing  them.    Let  eveiy  obstacle  arising  from  ignorance 
of  the  human  organism  and  the  diseases  to  which  it  is  subject,  be 
removed  by  a  thorough  medical  education,  and  let  none  be  allowed 
to  treat  the  "  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  "  human  frame,  who 
does  not  understand  everything  pertaining  to  its  anatomy,  physi- 
ology, and  the  nature  and  properties  of  every  medicine  employed 
for  the  cure  of  its  diseases.    To  this  should  be  added  a  knowl- 
edge of  all  sciences  having  the  remotest  bearing  upon  this  won- 
derfully-constructed organism. 

It  is  of  special  importance  that  the  medical  practitioner  be 
acquainted  with  psycholog}r,  from  the  important  relation  subsist- 
ing between  the  mind  and  the  body,  and  the  correlative  influence 
of  the  same  in  their  bearing  upon  disease  and  the  remedy.  Of 
all  professions,  the  Medical  should  embrace  the  widest  domain  of 
science,  because  ignorance  here  is  fatal.     Not  so  with  the  science 
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of  Theology  or  Law,  where  mere  dogmas  or  statutes  are  concerned; 
and  even  for  these  professions  a  liberal  education,  embracing  a 
classical  course  as  preparatory  to  a  professional  course,  is  consid- 
ered indispensable  to  interpret  the  laws  of  God  and  the  laws  of 
man. 

Is  it  thought  important  that  druggists  should  understand 
chemistry,  and  be  able  to  analyze  every  substance  in  the  materia 
medica.  and  understand  thoroughly  their  properties  and  effects 
upon  the  human  system,  that  they  may  not  compound  by  mistake 
that  which  will  kill  instead  of  cure,  and  laws  have  been  enacted 
requiring  all  druggists  and  their  clerks  to  pass  an  examination  in 
regard  to  their  knowledge  of  chemical  analysis  and  synthesis; 
and  shall  those  who  make  prescriptions  for  the  apothecary  and 
administer  the  same,  be  ignorant?  Not  without  the  most 
thorough  and  exhaustive  training  should  any  one  be  allowed  to 
enter  upon  the  practice  of  medicine.  If  we  are  to  consider  that 
man  a  novice,  whatever  his  age,  who  enters  the  ministry  and 
attempts  to  expound  the  doctrines  of  revelation  without  a  thor- 
ough literary  and  theological  training ;  if  we  regard  the  man 
who,  by  some  hook  or  crook,  is  admitted  to  the  bar  and  appears 
as  advocate  or  counsellor  without  an  education  in  literature  and 
law,  as  a  shyster  utterly  unfit  to  be  classed  with  the  followers  of 
Coke  and  Littleton  ;  if  in  all  the  departments  of  practical  science 
we  require  men  of  large  and  liberal  culture,  and  if,  in  fact,  only 
such  succeed  in  their  profession,  what  should  be  required  of 
physicians,  in  whose  hands  are  placed  the  lives  and  health  of  the 
community  ;  and  what  shall  we  think  of  a  community  who  will 
patronize  ignorance  and  crown  with  success  a  bold,  unblushing 
quackery  ?  When  such  practitioners,  with  a  bogus  diploma,  or 
without  any  authority  whatever,  palm  themselves  off  on  the  com- 
munity, and  multitudes  by  their  imposing,  impudent,  and  lying 
advertisements  are  lured  into  their  dens,  it  is  time  the  conserva- 
tors of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  should  interpose,  and, 
by  the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  expel  them  or  abate  them  as  they 
would  a  nuisance. 

The  time  will  come,  doubtless,  when  a  radical  change  will  be 
effected,  and  the  relation  between  patient  and  practitioner  will  be 
placed  on  different  ground,  when  the  physician  will  be  liberally 


442       Annual  Address  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society.  [April, 

paid  for  preserving  the  health  of  his  patient,  and  not  for  restoring 
that  health  when  lost.  Then  every  motive  will  be  taken  ont  of 
the  way  of  an  unprincipled  physician  for  nursing  a  case  in  view 
of  a  fat  fee  for  visits  and  prescriptions,  and  his  interest  will  centre 
in  the  health  and  not  the  sickness  of  his  patients.  Then  all 
temptations,  either  to  develop  a  disease  which  may  be  lurking  in 
the  system,  or  to  continue  it  when  thus  developed,  will  be  taken 
out  of  the  way.  Indeed,  the  time  has  come  when  such  views  are 
becoming  prevalent  and  are  acted  upon  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent.  The  Medical  profession  should  occupy  the  highest  posi- 
tion, and  physicians  should  be  regarded  with  the  greatest  possible 
confidence  as  conservators  of  health,  and  morals  also,  for  no  one 
can  tell  from  their  intimate  relation  to  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, what  immense  influence  they  possess  in  this  regard,  and 
how  potential  will  be  their  counsel,  where  all  their  interests  are 
involved  in  the  health  and  not  the  sickness  of  those  committed  to 
their  charge.  When  this  wise  arrangement  shall  become  gener- 
ally adopted,  it  will  drive  effectually  all  bogus  professional  opera- 
tors from  the  field,  and  none  will  be  recognized  as  entitled  to  con- 
fidence or  allowed  to  practise  medicine,  who  are  not  thoroughly 
qualified  by  a  scientific  and  medical  education.  There  is  no  sub- 
ject of  Medical  Eeform  of  more  importance  to  the  entire  com- 
munity than  this  one  of  medical  training.  No  one  claiming  to 
be  a  doctor  or  doctress  should  be  allowed  to  tamper  with  the 
health  of  a  single  individual,  however  obscure;  and  the  State 
should  see  to  it  that  the  health  and  life  of  all  persons  are  sacredly 
guarded,  and  that  these  should  be  intrusted  to  the  care  of  no  one 
who  is  not  thoroughly  trained  in  the  profession  of  medicine. 

To  find  the  remedy  for  the  evils  now  existing  and  growing 
out  of  the  indiscriminate  practice  of  medicine,  we  must  go  down 
to  the  foundations.  We  must  find  the  cause  of  this  disease 
affecting  the  body  politic  ;  the  diagnosis  must  precede  the  progno- 
sis. The  general  ignorance  that  prevails  among  medical  prac- 
titioners, especially  in  large  cities,  is  fearful  to  contemplate,  and 
the  number  of  those  who  have  received  anything  more  than  a 
mere  course  of  medical  reading  or  a  few  courses  of  medical  lec- 
tures in  colleges,  without  an  academic  or  collegiate  education, 
among  the  great  mass  of  practitioners  throughout  the  country,  is 
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exceedingly  few,  alas !  how  few.  Ignorance  might  be  tolerated  in 
every  other  department  of  practical  science  but  in  that  of  medi- 
cine ;  here  it  should  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  Human 
health  and  life  are  matters  of  too  great  importance  to  be  trifled 
with,  and  their  importance  has  been  too  long  ignored  by  those  to 
whom  the  oversight  properly  belongs.  Medical  education  should 
be  provided  for  by  statute,  and  all  the  schools  of  medicine  in  the 
country  should  be  placed  under  statutory  regulations,  so  far,  at 
least,  as  a  thorough  course  of  instruction  in  medical  science  and 
all  collateral  and  kindred  sciences  are  concerned.  The  law  should 
allow  the  largest  liberty  so  far  as  the  various  theories  in  the  treatment 
of  diseases  is  concerned,  whether  old  school  or  new,  Allopathic, 
Eclectic,  Homoeopathic,  Hydropathic,  or  Botanic,  or  whatever  name 
or  designation  they  might  bear ;  but  then  for  one  and  all,  without 
preference  or  partiality,  so  far  as  regulations  or  patronage  are  con- 
cerned, all  should  enjoy  the  same  rights,  privileges,  and  preroga- 
tives. The  law  should  be  the  most  stringent  and  exacting  possi- 
ble in  regard  to  medical  attainments,  and  none,  of  whatever 
school,  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the  ranks  of  practitioners  until 
they  had  been  thoroughly  drilled  and  grounded  in  every  depart- 
ment of  medical  science.  Back  of  all  this,  it  should  be  required 
of  all  before  matriculation  that  the  student  should  have  received 
a  primary  academical  and  classical  course,  or  what  is  equivalent 
thereto.  If  it  is  required  of  a  divine  that  he  should  pass  through 
a  literary  and  theological  curriculum,  embracing  a  period  of  at 
least  seven  years,  before  he  is  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  work  of 
the  ministry,  or  would  be  received  by  any  of  the  leading  evan- 
gelical churches  of  the  present  day  ;  if  a  classical  and  legal  course 
of  study  is  required  of  the  law-student  before  he  can  be  admitted 
to  the  bar  or  aspire  to  any  rank  in  his  profession  ;  if  to  survey  a 
road,  plan  a  dock  or  port,  construct  a  tunnel  or  bridge,  requires  a 
systematic  training  equivalent  to  a  collegiate  and  professional 
education,  and  none  can  claim  to  be  a  civil  engineer  who  has  not 
gone  through  with  such  a  course;  if,  we  say,  all  these  departments 
of  practical  science  will  not  admit  of  incompetency  and  a  deficient 
education,  is  it  not  a  thousand  times  more  important  that  the 
physician  should  have  a  thorough  education  ?  Wherever  else 
there  may  be  room  for  smatterers  and  tyros,  there  can  be  no  place 
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for  them  in  the  medical  profession.  Reform  in  therapeutics, 
which  relate  to  the  mere  treatment  of  diseases,  and  call  out  the 
various  modes  of  treatment,  and  the  remedies  applied  by  the  dif- 
ferent schools  of  medicine,  though  of  importance,  sinks  into  utter 
insignificance  when  compared  with  the  general  subject  of  Medical 
Reform.  A  thorough  education  in  everything  pertaining  to  the 
science  of  Medicine,  is  what  the  roots  and  trunk  are  to  the  tree  ; 
however  numerous  or  widespread  its  branches,  or  abundant  its 
fruit,  all  depend  upon  these.  The  temple  may  rise  before  you  and 
stand  out  in  all  the  symmetry  of  proportion  and  beauty  of  archi- 
tecture, its  dome  may  reach  the  skies,  its  halls  may  be  adorned 
with  the  most  graceful  columns  and  arches,  its  rooms  may  be  gar- 
nished with  most  splendid  paintings  and  filled  with  the  richest 
furniture  ;  it  may  possess  everything  that  the  largest  esthetic  cul- 
ture can  demand,  and  yet,  if  the  foundation  be  defective,  if  there 
is  nothing  solid  at  the  base,  it  is  but  an  evanescent,  useless  thing. 
So  with  every  profession  and  every  professional  character.  If 
there  is  not  the  rock -foundation  of  a  regular  solid  education,  the 
slightest  breath  of  trial  will  sweep  it  away.  The  voice  of  public 
opinion  will  prove  as  the  test  of  the  most  rigid  analysis,  and  will 
M  try  every  man's  work  of  what  sort  it  is,"  and  when  that  public 
opinion  shall  be  fully  enlightened  on  the  subject  discussed,  then 
will  all  the  reform  we  seek  speedily  come.  But  as  people  are  not 
likely  to  be  •  in  advance  of  their  laws,  any  more  than  they  are 
to  be  better  than  their  laws,  we  call  upon  our  legislators  to 
enact  those  laws  which  will  create  a  healthy  public  opinion  on 
this  important  subject  of  Medical  Reform.  If  Government  can 
expend  the  immense  amount  which  it  does,  yearly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  educating  young  men  in  the  science  of  killing, — as  this  is 
the  end  sought  in  all  wars,  and  a  course  of  five  years  hard  study 
and  drill  is  required  to  qualify  them  for  the  art  of  killing, — it 
certainly  will  not  be  considered  preposterous  in  suggesting  that  a 
little  patronage  might  be  extended  to  the  education  of  young  men 
in  the  certainly  more  humane,  if  not  praiseworthy,  art  of  saving 
human  life.  If  for  the  specific  object  of  scientific  gunnery,  by 
which,  in  a  given  space  of  time,  under  military  tactics,  the  great- 
est number  of  men  can  be  maimed  and  killed,  the  Government 
expends  millions  in  educating  and  keeping  a  standing  army  ; 
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would  it  not  be  proper  and  just  to  expend  a  less,  or  even  an  equal, 
amount  in  healing  the  wounded  and  sick  of  its  own  people  ? 
Certainly,  in  a  humanitarian  point  of  view,  the  latter  object  has 
claims  upon  the  Government  of  tenfold  greater  weight  and  im- 
portance. 

With  a  view  of  securing  in  the  future  a  class  of  physicians  to 
whom  our  health  may  be  safely  intrusted,  whose  broad  and  liberal 
education  will  greatly  tend  to  that  object,  we  would  urge  the  Gov- 
ernment to  take  this  matter  into  its  hands.  Let  a  selection  be 
made  from  the  various  academies  throughout  the  country  of  as 
many  as  will  be  deemed  requisite,  and  establish  therein  a  profes- 
sorship of  medicine,  the  professor  being  appointed  from  the  edu- 
cated of  the  faculty  in  that  particular  neighborhood.  It  would  take 
but  a  small  sum,  comparatively  speaking,  to  keep  up  this  system, 
as  no  outlay  would  be  required  for  buildings  or  apparatus,  unless 
there  should  be  no  laborator}-  connected  with  the  academy. 

As  the  health  and  lives  of  the  citizens  is  a  matter  of  national 
importance,  we  hesitate  not  to  predict  that  if  Congress  would 
establish  such  a  system  of  medical  education,  it  would  prove  one 
of  the  most  popular  acts  of  the  day.  How  great  is  the  cry  about 
"  civil  service  reform" !  Who  does  not  know  that  the  great  curse 
of  our  country  in  the  General  and  State  Governments  is  the  in- 
competency, not  to  say  dishonesty,  of  Government  officials ;  such  a 
state  of  things  will  always  exist  in  a  government  like  ours,  where 
rotation  in  office  brings  in  every  four  years  a  new  batch  of  hun- 
gry office-seekers.  "  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  and  it 
would  seem  that  all  the  available  funds  of  the  Government  are 
regarded  in  the  light  of  spoils — the  property  of  the  party  in 
power.  The  only  remedy  is  to  educate  men,  intellectually  and 
morally,  for  the  places  they  are  to  occupy.  To  take  a  man  from  a 
dry-goods  store  and  put  him  over  the  United  States  Treasury,  or 
to  take  a  man  from  a  wholesale  rum  distillery  and  make  him  Sec- 
retary of  War,  or  to  take  a  Sixth  Ward  bummer  or  a  Fifth 
Avenue  flunky  and  make  him  Collector  of  Customs,  or  Comp- 
troller, or  what  not,  illustrates  the  idea,  and  shows  how  impossi- 
ble it  is  to  reconcile  contrarieties.  "  Whatsoever  a  man  sows, 
that  shall  he  also  reap."  Should  the  General  Government  fail 
to  take  up  this   subject,  and  be  unwilling  to  make  medical 
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education  a  part  of  the  great  system  of  national  enterprises,  and 
thus  refuse  to  give  it  its  influence  or  patronage,  then  let  each  State 
take  up  the  subject  and  incorporate  it  with  the  common-school 
system,  just  as  in  Prussia,  and  some  other  countries,  a  military 
training  is  made  part  of  the  system  of  education.  There  would 
be  a  difference,  however,  in  the  application  of  the  principle,  as  in 
those  countries  military  education  and  training  is  made  compul- 
sory, while  here  a  medical,  like  all  other  education,  is  voluntary. 
The  primary  education  in  the  science  of  medicine  in  the  academy 
would  sustain  the  same  relation  that  our  grammar  schools  do  to 
the  colleges.  As  from  these  the  freshman  classes  in  colleges  are 
filled  from  year  to  year,  so  from  the  medical  department  the 
classes  in  the  medical  college  would  be  supplied. 

If  each  of  the  States  would  unite  in  the  formation  of  a  national 
medical  institution  of  a  preparatory  character — furnishing  facili- 
ties by  which  every  young  man  in  the  country  could  be  fully 
educated  preparatory  to  the  regular  study  of  medicine,  at  the 
cost  of  the  States,  every  medical  college  in  the  country  would  be 
filled  with  classes  of  medical  students  of'the  highest  order  of  edu- 
cation. This  would  accomplish  all  that  is  foreshadowed  in  the 
foregoing  remarks,  j 



INDIGESTION. 

BY  ORIN  DAVIS,  M.D. 

It  is  universally  conceded  that  a  large  proportion  of  human 
ailments  arise  from  indigestion,  and  that  in  some  form  it  comes 
almost  daily  before  the  medical  man,  and  often  puts  the  most 
skilful  physician  at  fault  to  prescribe  its  remedy.  The  slightest 
functional  disturbance  of  the  stomach  will  derange  more  or  less 
all  the  succeeding  processes  of  nutrition,  tend  to  their  vitiation, 
and  to  the  impairment  of  all  the  delicate  and  susceptible  changes 
which  are  vital  to  health.  It  may  commence  so  slightly,  increase 
so  gradually,  and  proceed  so  insidiously  that  it  does  not  alarm 
the  patient  or  excite  the  apprehensions  of  his  friends.    When  it 


1872.] 


Indigestion. 


447 


becomes  fully  confirmed,  it  presents  us,  among  others,  some  of 
the  following  symptoms  : 


"Weight, 

Feebleness, 

Heaviness, 

Uneasiness, 

Discomfort, 

Oppression, 

or 
Fulness 


-  about  the  stomach,  causing 


r  Languor, 
Dulness, 
Sleepiness, 
Sluggishness, 
Incompetency, 
Inefficiency, 

and 
Lassitude. 


The  condition  of  the  mixd  may  be  represented  to  be  easily 


Disturbed, 

Excited, 

Nervous, 

Peevish, 

Discontented. 

Discouraged, 

Estranged, 


and  the  patient  often  becomes 


Irritable, 

Uneasy, 

Impatient, 

Fretful, 

Capricious, 

Disappointed, 

and 
Melancholic. 


You  will  notice,  likewise,  the  loss  of 

Taste, 
Relish, 
Flavor, 


with  more  or  less  of 


Hunger, 
Animation, 
Courage, 
or 

Ambition, 

Indigestion  is  complicated  with  derangements  of  the  Liver, 
indicated  by  the  following  symptoms: 


Giddiness, 
Sourness, 
Water-brash, 
Flatulence, 
Sickness, 
Retching, 

and 
Vomiting. 


Costiveness, 
Piles, 

Slow  pulse, 

Tongue,  skin,  and  urine 

yellow. 
Sick  headache, 
Vertigo, 

and 

Temporarv  insanity, 


►  with 


Neuralgia, 
Palpitation  of  heart, 
Difficulty  of  breathing, 
Illusion  of  the  senses, 
Sighing, 
Hysteria, 

and 
Convulsions. 


I  have  thus  tabled  the  mental  and  physical  morale  of  our 
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patient,  believing  that  at  a  glance  the  reader  may  by  these  symp- 
toms be  able  to  distinguish  the  difficulty,  and  thus  save  me  a 
tedious  description  of  it.  From  personal  experience  it  is  pre- 
sumed we  know  that  we  feel  good,  gay,  and  joyous  when  our  diges- 
tion is  natural  and  healthy,  and  that  its  derangement  makes  us 
feel  ingloriously  glum  and  stupid.  The  closest  intimacy  exists 
between  happiness  and  good  digestion.  A  healthy  stomach  goes 
a  good  way  in  making  the  man.  Its  influence,  too,  in  the  family, 
making  all  cheerful,  joyous,  and  happy,  is  often  underrated. 
How  happy  are  the  host  and  guests  as  they  gather  around  the 
bountifully-spread  table,  and  with  "feast  of  reason  and  flow  of 
soul "  make 

"  The  glad  circle  round  them  yield  their  souls 
Ho  festive  mirth  and  wit  that  knows  no  gall !" 

Before  the  vision  appear  the  round,  full  figures  of  healthy 
digestion,  the  bright  eyes,  dimpling  cheeks,  and  sparkling 
spirits,  full  of  ease,  elegance,  and  the  poetry  of  motion.  What 
freshness,  vigor,  and  vitality  in  this  nutritive  type,  and  how  un- 
like the  thin,  lean,  lank,  nervous  specimens  of  indigestion  and 
domestic  infelicity !  How  fearful  becomes  the  degeneracy  of 
body  and  mind!  Dr.  Johnson  said  severely:  "  Every  man  is  a 
rascal  as  soon  as  he  is  sick."  People  regard  and  treat  each  other 
so  too  often,  or  there  would  be  neither  'cuteness  nor  severity  in 
this  remark.  Morbid  acidity  of  the  stomach  roils  the  disposition, 
and  excites  tart  sayings.  We  may  sweeten  and  gladden  the 
mind  by  correcting  that  morbid  stomach-acidity.  The  stomach 
is  thus  closely  related  to  the  phrenological  organ  of  goodness,  and 
when  it  is  deranged  excites  in  the  mind  uncertainty,  gloom, 
melancholy,  and  evil  foreboding,  the  premonitions  of  misfortune 
and  suicide! 

We  may  consider  digestion-  as  a  double  process.  The 
chemical  part  of  it  as  dissolving  the  food,  making  it  fluid,  soft, 
pulpy,  cream-like,  plastic. 

The  vital  part  of  the  process  is  called  ca-tal-y-sis,  which  pre- 
pares the  food  for  higher  nutritive  purposes.  In  the  living  organ- 
ism, it  can  never  undergo  the  highest  feats  of  constructive  chem- 
istry until  the  dead  vegetable  or  animal  protoplasm  has  been 
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quickened  into  new  life;  and  this  is  done  by  the  sublime  alchemy 
of  cntabjsis.  By  the  mere  contact  and  presence  of  organic  ele- 
ments already  endowed  by  it,  food  is  again  quickened  with  the 
magic  properties  of  life,  and  is  fitted  to  become  a  part  of  our  sen- 
tient being.  It  may  then  be  converted  into  physical  or  muscular 
force,  into  senses  of  pleasure  or  of  pain,  or  furnish  the  elements 
of  thought  and  of  heroic  resolves.  It  enters  into  our  existence, 
servant  of  the  will,  to  be  manifested  in  the  manner  which  dis- 
tinguishes our  own  peculiar  personality. 

CAUSES  OF  INDIGESTION. 

1.  The  chemical  solution  of  food  may  be  imperfect.  The 
hindrances  are  various.  It  can  not  be  properly  accomplished 
when  the  stomach  is  overloaded,  drugged  with  liquor,  over-sti/U'>- 
lated,  overtasked,  or  when  supplied  with  improper  food.  Stale 
vegetables  and  meats,  already  tainted  by  putrefactive  decay, 
unripe  fruits,  uncooked  articles,  and  those  burned  and  nearly 
destroyed,  irregular  habits,  overdoing  of  the  body,  and  over- 
tasking the  mind,  all  make  large  contributions  to  indigestion. 
In  undertaking  the  treatment  we  must  inquire  carefully  into  all 
these  causes,  and  regulate  the  habits  as  far  as  possible.  Loss  of 
sleep  oftentimes  plays  great  mischief.  Sometimes  the  body  is 
not  sufficiently  clad,  and  cold  depresses  nutrition.  At  other  times 
the  stomach  is  weakened  in  its  organic  and  functional  powers  by 
compression  of  the  clothing ;  and  finally,  in  some  instances,  the 
whole  health  is  repressed  and  suffers  from  a  lack  of  surface  clean- 
liness. Any  influence  which  can  impair  the  general  strength,  or 
encroach  upon  the  functions  of  life,  is  most  likely  a  cause  predis- 
posing or  producing  imperfect  solution  of  food.  For,  without 
doubt,  the  perfect  solution  of  the  food  depends  greatly  upon  the 
functional  integrities  of  the  whole  system,  and  any  marked 
departures  therefrom  are  really  participated  in  by  the  stomach. 
Whatever  suppresses  the  secretion  of  the  alkaline  fluids  in 
the  mouth,  or  lessens  the  amount  of  gastric  juice  furnished  by 
the  stomach,  or  deteriorates  its  solving  qualities,  is  a  cause  to 
be  reached  and  remedied. 

2.  It  is  a  rational  conclusion  that  though  the  chemical  process 
perfect,  and  the  food  is  properly  reduced  to  chyme,  jqI  if  its 
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vital  conversion  does  not  take  place,  the  patient  will  soon  decline 
and  die.  Keconstruction  and  reparation  of  the  body  mnst  go  on, 
unceasingly,  as  waste  and  decay  are  always  taking  place  from  vital 
action.  Every  thought  and  joy,  every  emotion  of  sorrow  or 
pleasure,  every  act  of  life  is  attended  with  change,  which  is  only 
another  expression  of  destruction  of  the  body.  Hence  nutrition 
renews  it,  supplies  the  wastes,  builds  up  the  parts  torn  asunder 
by  the  machinery  of  life.  And  food  must  furnish  the  supplies, 
and,  when  chemically  solved,  offers  itself  as  substitute  for  the 
lost.  If  the  catalytic  force  changes  it,  vivifies  and  animates  it, 
it  is  transformed  and  made  capable  of  use.  It  now  becomes  sus- 
ceptible to  organization,  and  is  prepared  thus  as  by  magic  to 
enter  into  the  sublime  mysteries  of  life.  During  the  period  of 
childhood  this  function  is  extremely  active,  promoting  the  growth 
of  the  body  ;  but  in  old  age  it  gradually  declines,  and  lets  the 
septuagenarian  slowly  and  gently  down  the  vale  of  life.  Its 
derangement  in  very  young  persons  results  in  that  kind  of  im- 
poverishment of  the  system  so  popularly  known  as  consumption 
of  the  blood,  bowels,  or  mesenteric  glands,  lack  of  general  nutri- 
tion, chronic  decline,  organic  feebleness,  and  such  names  as  indi- 
cate a  general  waste  in  the  system.  I  suspect  that  the  inanition 
of  infants,  their  long  and  fearful  struggle  for  dear  life,  is  often  due 
to  defective  performance  of  this  vital  function. 

SUGGESTIONS  CONCERNING  TREATMENT. 

I  shall  merely  take  from  my  note-book  a  few  remedies  that  I 
have  employed,  in  these  cases,  knowing  that  with  one  or  two 
exceptions  they  are  original,  at  least  in  my  practice.  How  fre- 
quently is  the  family  physician  accosted  with,  "Doctor,  our  little 
baby  is  so  restless  and  nervous,  cross,  and  cries  so  much,  I  wish  I 
knew  what  ails  him  ?" 

"  Well,  my  dear  woman,  probably  he  is  afflicted  with  indiges- 
tion." 

"A  baby  have  indigestion?  I  thought  only  older  folks  were 
troubled  with  such  complaints.  What  can  cause  that,  do  you 
suppose  ?" 

"Undoubtedly  you  are  irregular  in  your  habits,  and  his  care 
taxes  your  strength,  and  you  are  anxious  for  him  \  besides,  I  observe 
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that  your  help  annoy  you,  and  you  fret  about  your  work.  Some- 
times you  labor  yourself  until  your  body  is  heated  and  your  mind 
is  excited,  and  all  these  influences  produce  a  change  upon  your 
milk,  and  it  disagrees  with  him." 

"Dear  me,  Doctor,  what  can  I  do  then?  I  have  to  look  after 
the  house,  and  see  to  the  meals,  and  attend  to  many  things,  to  get 
along  as  well  I  do,  for  my  help  disappoints  me  almost  altogether." 

"I  must  insist,  nevertheless,  that  clearly  your  first  duty  to  your 
child  is  greater  care  of  your  own  person.  You  should  rest,  and 
sleep,  and  save  your  strength  more,  for  his  sake,  be  relieved  of 
3^our  care  and  anxiety,  and  be  sure  to  live  on  easily-digested  food." 

Every  experienced  physician  can  easily  fill  out  the  measure  of 
good  advice  to  one  who  nurses  her  child.  But  to  those  who  do 
not  or  cannot,  and  depend  upon  giving  cow's  milk,  something 
remedial  is  expected  to  better  adapt  it  to  the  circumstances.  There- 
fore, in  infantile  indigestion,  I  would  suggest  adding  a  few  live 
coals  to  2cater,  to  make  it  slightly  alkaline,  and,  when  it  is  well 
settled,  pour  it  off  clear.  Then  heat  it,  and  make  a  starch  with 
flour.  When  it  is  cold,  add  the  proper  quantity  of  milk  and  sugar. 
(Avoid  heating  the  milk  when  you  wish  to  obviate  all  constipating 
effects.)  You  then  may  add  to  an  amount  of  this  preparation 
sufficient  for  one  of  baby's  meals,  two  or  three  grains  of  pepsin, 
prepared  as  follows : 

r>.  Boudalt's  pepsin,  grs.  x. 

Sugar  of  milk,  grs.  xc.,  and  thoroughly  triturate. 

If  }'ou  cannot  make  the  above  preparation,  which  I  regard 
unequalled  in  the  cases  I  mention,  then  the  next  best  preparation, 
which  can  be  always  conveniently  made,  is  as  follows : 

I£.  Boudalts  pepsin,  grs.  x. 
Phosphate  of  soda,  grs.  xxx. 
Powdered  sugar,  3j. 

Thoroughly  mix.  Dose  given  as  previously  directed,  from  three 
to  five  grains. 

Pardon  this  digression,  as  it  was  more  particularly  in  my  mind 
to  advise  the  use  of  remedies  in  adult  cases  of  indigestion.  In  a 
recent  attack  accompanied  with  constipation,  the  alcoholic  fluid 
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extract  of  leptandra  virginica  is  a  common  remedy.  If  attended 
also  with  acidity  of  the  stomach,  the  following  formula  may  be 
found  useful : 

Bi-carbonate  of  soda, 
Powdered  rhubarb, 
Subnitrate  of  bismuth,  aa.,  3  ij. 
Ipicac,  grs.  iv. 

Mix  and  divide  into  xxxvj.  pulv.    Take  one  after  each  meal. 

In  instances  where  the  stomach  is  far  more  delicate  and  morbidly 
sensitive,  and  the  bowels  regular,  the  following  formula  will  prove 
more  gentle,  soothing,  and  satisfactory  : 

^.  Calcined  magnesia,  3  j. 
Sabnitrate  of  bismuth,  3  ss. 
Kenned  sugar,  3  j. 

Oil  of  cajaput,  gtts.  x.    Thoroughly  triturate. 

Ordinarily  the  dose  is  from  grs.  ij.  to  iv.,  to  be  taken  after  meals 
and  whenever  there  is  distress  in  the  stomach.  I  have  been  ad- 
dicted to  prescribing  this  formula  for  seventeen  years,  and  I  think 
it  is  an  excellent  one. 

In  all  ordinary  cases,  when  I  wished  a  dinner  to  set  easy  on  a 
weak  stomach,  and  where  it  needed  a  generous  appetizer,  alterative 
stimulant,  and  tonic  corrective,  I  have  prescribed  the  following 
pill,  and  with  satisfactory  results  : 

Hydrastus  canadensis  pulv.,  3  ij. 
Lobelia  inflata  herb  (superfine), 
Sanguinaria  canadensis, 
Capsicum  annuum, 
Phosphate  of  iron,  aa.,  3  j. 

Extract  of  liriodendron  tulipifera,  sufficient  to  make  mass,  and 
divide  into  gr.  iij.  pills.  I  prescribe  one  of  these  after  each  meal. 
Not  only  my  professional  experience,  but  also  my  personal,  bears 
me  out  in  entertaining  an  exalted  opinion  of  these  pills  for  indi- 
gestion. 

The  physician  will  meet  many  cases  where  liquid  preparations 
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are  best  retained  upon  the  delicate  stomach ;  and  here  is  a  formula 
which  is  very  cordial  and  pleasant  to  take,  and  has  often  proved 
to  be  a  very  available  "remedy  : 

R.  Subnitrate  of  bismuth,  3ij. 

Bi-carbonate  of  soda,  3j.  • 

Pulv.  acacia,  3ij. 

Tinct.  rhubarb, 

Tinct  ginger, 

Tinct.  columbo,  aa.,  f  3  ij. 

Simple  syrup,  sufficient  to  make  a  pint. 

The  dose  will  vary  from  a  teaspoonful  to  a  table-spoonful,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances. 

In  passing  over  the  treatment  thus  far,  I  have  suggested  alka- 
line compounds  and  mixtures,  and  I  may  here  just  mention  what 
all  know  already,  the  advantage  of  using  acids — especially  in 
those  cases  where  the  food  is  imperfectly  digested.  Common 
vinegar,  when  properly  used,  promotes  the  digestion,  not  only  of 
meats  and  fish,  but  also  of  vegetables,  as  cabbage  and  salads. 
Our  instincts  often  call  for  it,  in  connection  with  these  kinds  of 
food.  As  a  remedy,  muriatic  acid  more  nearly  approaches  the 
chemical  composition  and  the  solvent  properties  of  gastric  juice. 
So  that  in  instances  of  pure  gastric  debility,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing formula  useful : 

9 .  Muriatic  acid,  3  j.  ■ 
Tr.  gum  tolu,  3  ij. 

Simple  syrup,  sufficient  to  make  |  iv. 

Dose,  one  teaspoonful  after  meals.  Nitro-muriatic  acid  may 
be  employed  beneficially  in  like  manner.  In  case  of  fermenta- 
tion and  sour  eructations,  I  have  found  it  very  beneficial  to  add 
carbolic  acid  to  the  above  prescription.  I  generally  mix  one  ounce 
of  carbolic  acid,  and  seven  of  glycerine,  and  of  this  compound 
drop  in  one,  two,  or  three  drops  to  the  ounce  of  the  above  acid 
mixture,  which  is  usually  sufficient  to  regulate  the  fermentive 
action. 

I  must  conclude  this  article  by  referring  to  the  importance  of 
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supporting  the  nutritive  system  by  the  use  of  genial  bitter  tonics. 
In  the  form  of  our  mild  indigenous  vegetables,  when  used  in  bitters 
or  as  alcoholic  fluid  extracts,  their  remedial  properties  undoubt- 
edly obtain  entrance  into  the  general  circulation  of  the  blood,  and 
thus  tend  to  support  all  the  vital  processes  throughout  its  entire 
circuit.  The  following  formula  will  be  found  excellent  to  admin- 
ister in  the  form  of  bitters  in  cases  of  languor  and  debility,  and 
where  the  stomach  is  weak  and  needs  a  genial  tonic. 

^ .  Dogwood  bark, 
Wild  cherry  " 
Prickly  ash  " 
Poplar 

Juniper  berries, 

Orange  peel,  fine,  aa.,  lbs.  ij. 

Dogwood  blossoms,  lb.  j. 

Make  into  five  ounce  packages,  and  put  the  contents  of  one  of 
these  into  a  jug,  adding  one  pint  of  good  liquor,  two  quarts  of 
cold  water,  and  one  pound  of  crushed  sugar.  Let  it  stand  until  it 
has  acquired  strength.  The  dose  ordinarily  is  from  a  table-spoon- 
ful to  a  half  a  wine-glassful,  twenty  minutes  before  meals.  It 
will  be  found  to  be  a  very  pleasant  appetizer,  and  a  genial  bitter. 

However,  in  those  extreme  cases  of  debility,  where  the  decline 
has  been  lingering  and  slow,  and  which,  to  begin  with,  have  been 
prefaced  with  indigestion,  and  are  now  the  victims  of  its  sequel, 
organic  feebleness,  who  have  tried  in  vain  nearly  every  remedy, 
and  find  that  they  are  too  powerful,  to  such  I  would  recommend 
the  following  alcoholic  fluid  extract,  as  one  of  the  best  haematic 
and  nutritive  restoratives,  and  which  seldom,  if  ever,  fails  to  ben- 
efit the  dyspeptic  invalid : 

Dogwood  bark  pulv. 

Wild  cherry"  " 

Wafer  ash    "  " 

Golden  seal  M  " 

Orange  peel,  aa.,  §  ij. 

Dogwood  blossoms, 

Prickly  ash  bark,  fine,  aa,,  3  j. " 
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Put  this  compound  in  a  percolator,  add  alcohol,  95  per  cent, 
reduced  by  water  two  and  a  half  times,  sufficient  to  coyer,  and  let 
it  remain  two  weeks.  Then  percolate  and  filter,  and  add  to  this 
fluid  extract  an  equal  quantity  of  simple  syrup.  The  dose  ordi- 
narily is  a  teaspoon  ful,  after  meals. 

In  concluding  this  article,  I  will  merely  say  to  my  professional 
friends,  that  since  I  first  made  this  last  preparation.  I  have  never 
allowed  myself  to  get  out  of  it;  and  it  is  my  private  opinion  that 
those  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  become  experimentally  acquaint- 
ed with  it,  will  never  feel  willing  to  dispense  with  the  splendid 
results  brought  about  by  its  use.  I  know  of  no  medicine  that 
can  rival  its  value  in  cases  of  general  debility.  I  will  only  say  to 
all  of  our  non-drug  doctors,  let  those  cry  out  against  the  use  of 
all  medicines  ivho  do  not  know  any  better.  While  I  deplore  the 
mal-use  of  them,  yet  medicines  in  the  hands  of  the  skillful  greatly 
add  to  our  too  scanty  therapeutics. 

Eclectic  Health  Institute,  Utica,  March  7,  1872. 


PITYRIASIS  CAPITIS. 

BY  M.  E,  BISHOP,  M.D. 

In  the  February  Number  of  the  Review,  under  the  heading  of 
"  A  Simple  Remedy  for  Dandruff,"  the  writer,  having  tried  vari- 
ous mixtures,  is  at  last  cured  by  the  application  of  water  in  which 
sulphur  had  been  mixed.  A  remedy  so  simple,  so  free  from  in- 
jurious or  disagreeable  ingredients,  commends  itself  to  all.  But 
in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  the  disease,  there  is  a  diversity  of 
opinion,  some  even  going  so  far  as  to  declare  that  it  is  not  a  dis- 
ease. With  as  much  truth  we  might  say  that  diarrhoea  was  not  a 
disease,  but  a  symptom. 

That  it  is  essentially  a  disease  of  the  skin,  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt;  because  in  the  squamous  forms  of  skin  disease,  we  have 
the  same  manifestations,  modified  by  the  texture  of  the  integument 
and  the  state  of  the  system,  characterized  by  a  low  form  of  chronic 
inflammation,  and  debility. 

Possibly  the  fungi  known  as  the  "  chignon  fungi "  may  have 
something  more  to  do  with  it  than  is  yet  known.    In  a  case  I  pre- 
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scribed  for,  a  child,  whose  hair  was  often  wet,  used  the  same  brush 
as  my  patient.  The  fungi  appeared  on  the  child's  hair  repeatedly, 
just  as  the  chignon  fungi  does  on  false  hair,  without,  however, 
affecting  the  scalp. 

I  find  that  hair-brushes  often  wet  and  not  often  cleaned,  are 
sure  to  be  infested  with  the  fungi,  some  bristles  showing  masses 
like  little  beads  of  brown  wax.  These,  placed  in  sugar  and  water 
with  a  little  albumen,  grow  enormously  in  a  few  days,  showing 
wonderful  powers  of  reproduction.  They  have  a  low  algal  form, 
imitating  the  movements  of  the  "  oscilliatori,"  and  sometimes  the 

mycelline  "  of  the  "  mucedines." 

I  merely  throw  out  a  hint  that  chignon  fungi  may  sometimes 
be  an  exciting  cause,  and  the  question  arises :  Can  squamous  dis- 
eases be  invariably  cured  by  local  applications  ?  Under  certain 
conditions  they  can ;  and  the  few  cases  of  success  has  caused  the 
country  to  be  flooded  with  various  mixtures  and  nostrums,  highly 
deleterious  in  their  action  upon  the  human  frame,  containing  lead, 
mercurials,  etc. 

And  the  internal  treatment  has  been  no  better,  arsenic  being 
prescribed  almost  invariably.  Having  had  considerable  experi- 
ence in  the  treatment  of  squamous  diseases,  and  of  the  above 
form,  I  would  like  to  make  known  to  the  profession  my  method 
of  treatment,  local  and  general ;  because  it  has  been  almost  inva- 
riably successful.    For  a  local  application  : 

F> .    Sulphurici  lactatis, 

Zinci  sulphatis,  aa.,  3  i. 
Aquas  rosaa,  0  ss. 
M.    Shake,  and  apply  with  a  brush  every  three  days. 

Where  there  is  debility  or  gastric  derangement,  the  following 
will  be  found  invaluable,  and  will  act  almost  like  magic  in  all 
forms  of  chronic  squamous  diseases : 
1J.  Alnuini, 

Hydrastini,  aa.,  3  i. 
Ampelopsini,  3  ii. 
Potassae  acetatis,  f  ss. 
Syr.  simplicis,  f?iv. 
M.    Dose,  one  teaspoonful  three  times  a  day. 
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PERISCOPE. 

C$rebr6'Sp  inal  Men  ingitis. 

The  rumor  that  epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis  has  ap- 
peared in  some  portions  of  this  State,  and  the  announcement  that 
some  cases  have  been  reported  to  the  Board  of  Health,  induces 
me  to  write  a  few  lines,  with  the  hope  of  calling  the  attention  of 
medical  practitioners,  who  may  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing 
this  disease,  to  some  details  of  treatment,  and  especially  to  the  use 
of  the  ordeal  bean  of  calabar,  which  I  believe  has  been  of  service 
to  me  in  the  management  of  a  recent  limited  epidemic. 

Since  the  beginning  of  November  last  I  have  treated  forty  cases 
of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.  Twenty-nine  were  well-marked 
typical  cases.  The  ages  of  my  patients  ranged  from  3  to  16 
years.  Four  died ;  and  one  is  not  yet  out  of  danger.  As  this 
epidemic  occurred  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and  presented 
many  features  which  may  be  of  interest  to  the  profession,  I  pro- 
pose to  publish,  soon  a  full  report. 

The  therapeutics  of  this  disease  are  notoriously  unsatisfactory. 
The  mortality  of  reported  epidemics  ranges  from  30  to  75  per 
cent.  The  death-rate  of  my  cases  is  only  10  per  cent.  But  their 
number  is  too  small  to  allow  any  legitimate  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  such  limited  statistics  as  to  the  value  of  any  particu- 
lar treatment,  I  anticipate  my  report,  therefore,  by  this  prelimi- 
nary statement,  that  others  may  not  miss  an  opportunity  of  test- 
ing the  value  of  the  remedies  I  have  employed. 

Waiving  for  the  present  all  discussion  concerning  the  nosology, 
etiology,  pathology,  ami  morbid  anatomy  of  cerebro-spinal  me- 
ningitis, I  may  be  permitted  to  state  that  the  most  salient  and 
central  feature  of  this  disease  seemed  to  me  to  be  an  enormously- 
increased  reflex  irritability  of  the  nervous  system,  with  an  attend- 
ant paralysis  of  some  branches  of  the  sympatheticus.  Tn  study- 
ing my  first  case  it  occurred  to  me  that  calabar  bean,  which 
ophthalmologists  use  in  eye-diseases  dependent  upon  an  irregular 
or  interrupted  innervation  of  the  dioptric  apparatus,  and  which 
lately  has  acquired  considerable  reputation  in  the  treatment  of 
various  forms  of  tetanus,  might  be  of  use  in  this  disease,  the 
symptomatology  of  which  is  so  largely  made  up  by  paretic  and 
tetanoid  phenomena. 

At  first  1  used  the  tincture  of  calabar  bean,  but  afterward  I 
succeeded  in  procuring  the  extract.  The  extract  was  manufac- 
tured by  Hazard  &  Caswell,  2£  drachms  of  which  are  equal  to  2 
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ounces  of  the  bean.  I  had  one  drachm  rubbed  up  in  glycerine, 
and  gave  2-5  drops  at  a  dose. 

I  administered  this  drug  in  every  case,  as  soon  as  tetantic  con- 
tractions or  apparent  paralysis  of  the  sphincter  iridis  appeared  ; 
except  in  two  fatal  cases,  one  of  which  terminated  very  rapidly  ; 
the  other  occurred  before  I  had  obtained  the  extract,  and  after 
the  tincture  was  exhausted. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  drug  seemed  to  exert  a  favor- 
able influence  upon  the  symptoms  which  it  was  intended  to  con- 
trol. In  a  few  of  the  milder  cases,  where  there  was  rather  a  con- 
tracted pupil,  I  administered  atropia  in  pretty  full  doses,  without, 
however,  influencing  the  general  course  of  the  disease. 

In  the  onset  of  the  attack  the  symptoms  are  generally  so  vio- 
lent, cephalalgia  and  rachialgia  so  severe  and  distressing,  the  skin 
and  mucous  membranes  so  congested,  that  depletion  seems  the 
one  thing  indicated,  and  yet  I  have  resisted  every  temptation  to 
abstract  blood.  I  have  neither  bled,  nor  leeched,  nor  cupped, 
nor  blistered.  Ice  in  bladders  to  head  and  neck  mitigated  the 
pain  and  proved  grateful  to  the  patient. 

Cathartics  I  used  very  moderately,  not  tending  to  produce  any 
revulsive  effect  upon  the  bowels. 

I  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with  this  treatment,  when 
afterward,  in  some  of  the  protracted  cases,  a  prostration  set  in  as 
extreme  as  the  precedent  violence,  and  a  degree  of  emaciation  fol- 
lowed which  rivaled  the  mirasmus  of  the  everlasting  gastrointes- 
tinal catarrh  of  starveling  foundlings. 

In  the  first  days,  or  whenever,  in  the  course  of  the  disease, 
there  was  great  restlessness,  or  violent  jactation,  I  administered 
moderate  doses  of  chloral  hydrate,  10-15  grains,  repeated  as  re- 
quired. Morphine  I  gave  only  in  one  case,  where  ice  seemed 
unpleasant  and  headache  was  worse. 

Although  there  is  a  certain  rhythm  and  periodicity  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  disease,  I  have  seen  no  reason  for  giving  quinine 
until  after  convalescence  was  established,  and  then,  in  combina- 
tion with  iron,  it  doubtless  proves  beneficial  in  re-establishing  the 
vigor  of  the  system. 

In  most  of  the  cases  periods  of  coma  follow,  or  alternate  with 
spasm,  and  jactations.  In  such  cases  I  have  found  the  iodide  of 
potassium  of  service.  But  this  drug  must  be  administered  with 
a  bold  and  liberal  hand.  I  have  given  from  2  scruples  to  a 
drachm  in  twenty -four  hours ;  generally  alternating  it  with  the 
extract  of  calabar  bean,  so  that  my  patients  received  every  two 
hours  either  a  dose  of  calabar  (2-5  drops)  or  a  dose  of  pot.  iod.  gr. 
6-10. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  is  not  a  self-limited  disease ;  it  is  pro- 
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tean  in  its  manifestations  :  probably  more  frightful  in  its  phenom- 
ena than  severe  in  its  anatomical  lesions — at  least  in  a  majority 
of  cases — and  offers,  therefore,  a  hopeful  field  to  the  therapeutist, 
although  few  victories  have  as  yet  been  won.  To  induce  physi- 
cians to  make  new  trials  I  have  ventured  to  state  briefly  the 
method  of  treatment  I  have  pursued :  so  far  as  its  results  go,  I  be- 
lieve they  are  more  favorable  than  any  that  have  been  obtained. 

In  general  hygiene  little  could  be  done  in  the  present  state  of 
our  knowledge  as  to  the  cause  of  the  disease.  I  have  used  car- 
bolic acid  as  a  disinfectant,  and  internally  to  some  extent 

In  concluding  these  lines,  I  wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to 
Professor  Jacobi,  who  had  the  extreme  kindness  to  visit  my  pa- 
tients with  me,  and  to  whose  profound  knowledge  of  the  diseases 
of  childhood  and  skillful  application  of  modem  therapeutics  I  am 
indebted  for  much  valuable  advice. 

C.  F.  Rodensteix,  M.D. 
[2K  Y.  Medical  Record,  March,  1872. 


Disinfectant  Treatment  of  Small- Pox. 

Dr.  Stevens  writes  to  the  British  Medial  Journal: 
Ilaving  lately  had  charge  of  two  small-pox  hospitals  in  Ply- 
mouth, I  have  adopted  the  disinfectant  treatment  of  Dr.  Sansom, 
of  London,  viz.,  the  administration  internally  of  bisulphate  of  soda 
every  four  hours,  and  the  application  of  olive  oil  and  carbolic  acid 
to  the  pustules  externally.  By  these  means  he  contends  that 
"  the  patients  are  themselves  disinfected,  and  rendered  innocuous 
to  the  community  at  large."'  I  must  say  that  this  plan  lias  been 
attended  b}'  more  favorable  results  than  any  other  with  which  I 
had  previously  been  acquainted,  and  can  most  strongly  recom- 
mend it  to  my  professional  brethren.  I  have,  however,  to  make 
certain  that  no  infection  should  be  conveyed  to  the  public  after 
leaving  the  hospital,  caused  each  patient  to  be  put  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  on  three  successive  days  into  a  bath  containing  a  pint 
of  chloral um.  This  has  been  done  immediately  convalescence 
has  been  established,  and  the  patients  have  been  discharged  from 
the  institution  forthwith.  By  this  proceeding  much  expense  has 
been  saved,  and  the  beds  made  available  for  other  sutlerers  in 
quick  rotation.  I  have  also  employed  chloralum  in  solution  as 
an  external  remedy  before  the  application  of  olive  oil  and  car- 
bolic acid.  This  has  been  the  means  of  cooling  the  inflamed  sur- 
face and  of  allaying  the  itching. 


460 


Small- Pox. 


[April, 


Anesthesia  by  Hypodermic  Injections. 

M.  Spezza,  an  Italian  physician  (Gaz.  Hebdomadairc)  lias  em- 
ployed the  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia  as  a  substitute  for 
anesthetic  inhalations,  to  prevent  the  pain  of  surgical  operations. 
In  a  case  of  coxalgia  he  used  this  means  prior  to  cauterizing  with 
Vienna  paste,  and  the  patient  suffered  no  pain  from  the  applica- 
tion. We  know  that  the  most  violent  pains,  from  neuralgia  and 
other  causes,  are  relieved  speedily  by  the  injection  of  morphia, 
and  it  is  but  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  pain  of  a  surgical  opera- 
tion would  be  prevented  by  the  same  agency. 


The  Use  of  Glycerine  as  a  Solvent  in  Hypodermic  Injections. 

Dr.  M.  Eosenthal  calls  attention,  in  the  Wiener  Medizinische 
Presse  ibr  January  7,  1872,  to  the  power  which  glycerine  possesses 
to  dissolve  various  of  the  substances  which  are  ordinarily  used  in 
hypodermic  medication.  Its  solvent  powers  are  greater  than  those 
of  water,  and  are  very  much  increased  by  heat.  Thus,  a  fluidrachm 
of  glycerine,  when  heated,  will  readily  dissolve  twenty  grains  of 
the  sulphate  ofquinia,  from  ten  to  twelve  grains  of  the  acetate  or 
muriate  of  morphia,  and  ten  grains  of  the  extract  of  opium. 
Morphia  maybe  added  to  a  solution  of  quinia  in  glj-cerine  without 
causing  a  precipitate. 


Small-Pox. — Ravar/es  of  the  Dread  Disease  in  Philadelphia. — 8,114 
Cases,  and  1,879  Deaths  therefrom. 

The  report  of  the  Health  Officer  of  Philadelphia  for  1871  gives 
the  following  detailed  statement  of  the  ravages  of  the  small-pox 
in  that  city,  showing  an  extraordinary  increase  in  the  number  ot 
cases  daring  the  closing  months  of  the  year.  The  number  ot 
cases  reported  each  month  was  : 


January   13 

February   6 

March."   4 

April   8 

May   9 

June   11 


July   15 

August   58 

September   Ill 

October  1,628 

November  2,944 

December  8,o07 


Total  number  of  cases   8,114 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths,  with 
the  ratio  of  deaths  in  each  Ward,  during  the  year  : 
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Ratio  of 

Wards.                     Cases.  Deaths.  Death* 

First                                            246  4b  1  in  5  1 

Second...                                    323  74  1  in  4.5 

Third                                           813  104  1  in  3.0 

Fourth                                          470  117  1  in  4.0 

Fifth                                          248  51  1  in  4.8 

Sixth....-                                    161  18  1  in  8.9 

Seventh                                       370  61  1  in  6.0 

Eighth                                        144  27  1  in  5.3 

Ninth                                         148  20  1  in  7.4 

Tenth                                          414  61  1  in  6.7 

Eleventh                                     287  59  1  in  4.8 

Twelfth                                      216  43  1  in  5.0 

Thirteenth                                    263  44  1  in  5.9 

Fourteenth                                   295  51  1  in  5.7 

fifteenth                                     387  61  1  in  6.3 

Sixteenth                                     308  104  1  in  2.9 

Seventeenth                                  306  66  1  in  4.6 

Eighteenth                                   410  89  1  in  4.6 

Nineteenth                                   537  125  1  in  4.2 

Twentieth  1,336  207  1  in  6.4 

Twenty-first                                   16  2  1  in  8.0 

Twenty-second                              48  5  1  in  9.6 

Twenty-third                               117  31  1  in  3.7 

Twenty-fourth..:                           131  23  1  in  5.7 

Twenty-fifth                                 148  30  1  in  4.9 

Twenty-sixth                                268  42  1  in  6.3 

Twenty-seventh                              55  12  1  in  4.5 

Twenty-eighth                                149  41  1  in  3.1 


8,114  1,871)  1  in  4.3 

The  small-pox  mortality  in  the  city  during  the  year  was  great- 
er than  in  any  previous  year  on  record,  as  is  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing statement,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  loathsome 
disease  in  the  years  when  it  has  been  most  prevalent  in  the  past : 


Year. 
1808 
1823 
1824 
1834 
1841 
1845 
1846 
1851 


Deaths. 

Year. 

 145 

1852 

 160 

1855 

 325 

1856 

1861 

 259 

1862 

 190 

1864 

 251 

 216 

1871 

Deaths. 
.  .  .  42? 

...  275 


260 
.  524 
1879 
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The  mortality  during  the  year  1871,  from  small-pox,  was  the 
highest  that  ever  has  been  reached  in  the  city — 2.78  deaths  in 
every  1,000  persons  living  ;  in  the  year  1824  the  deaths  amounted 
to  325,  or  2.37  deaths  in  every  1,000  persons  living. 


Removing  Oral  Calculi — By  Henry  S.  Chase. 

In  the  February  number  of  the  Cosmos  is  the  report  of  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  above  subject.  I  was  very  much  surprised  that 
an  eminent  man  in  the  profession  should  recommend  the  use  of 
acids  for  the  removal  ot  "  tartar  "  from  the  teeth. 

Acids  that  will  remove  calculi  from  the  surface  of  the  teeth, 
will  also  act  upon  the  tooth's  substance  itself,  whether  it  be 
enamel,  dentine,  or  cementum.  It  was  said  in  the  discussion  that 
acids  would  not  act  on  the  living  bone  tissue.  If  this  was  so,- 
then  decay  of  the  teeth  would  never  take  place.  But  it  is  not  so. 
No  one  is  justified  in  the  use  of  acids  for  removing  oral  calculi 
from  the  teeth.  The  advocacy  of  a  contrary  doctrine  would  give 
license  to  all  the  mountebanks  and  humbugs  who  follow  circus 
caravans  and  county  fairs,  and  use  sulphuric  acid  for  whitening 
the  teeth,  besides  leading  into  error  thousands  of  young  practi- 
tioners, who  look  to  the  older  members  of  the  profession  for  ad- 
vice and  correct  practice. 

Its  removal  should  be  accomplished  by  mechanical  means,  in- 
stead of  chemical.  Scalers,  having  a  fine,  sharp  edge,  should  be 
used,  of  a  variety  of  patterns  and  sizes.  Small  excavators  and 
chisels  are  also  useful.  Every  particle  of  calculus  that  can  be 
seen  with  the  aid  of  glasses  should  be  taken  away,  particularly 
that  portion  at  the  neck  of  the  tooth.  Small  particles  often  are 
hidden  under  the  edge  of  the  gums;  none  should  be  left  here. 
The  debris  should  be  washed  away  with  warm  water  and  the 
syringe.  Finally,  every  portion  of  the  tooth  which  has  been  sub- 
jected to  the  use  of  sharp  instruments,  or  from  which  tartar  has 
been  removed,  should  be  polished  smoothly  with  pumice-stone, 
and  with  chalk. — Missouri  Dental  Jouimal. 


Transfer  of  Syphilis  by  Vaccination. — Dr.  II.  Kobner.  (Archiv. 
f.  Dermat.  u.  Syph.,  1871,  II.) 

222  cases  of  syphilization  through  vaccine  virus  have  thus  far 
been  reported  ;  of  these,  25  cases  were  adult  persons.  The  most 
popular  theory  is  that  the  syphilitic  poison  has  been  carried  into 
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the  person  to  be  vaccinated,  by  means  of  syphilitic  blood.  But 
the  experimental  vaccinations  with  syphilitic  blood  have  shown 
that  only  6  positive  infections  were  obtained  out  of  23  inoculations 
made  upon  21  healthy  persons.  K.  believes  that  infections  only 
happen  in  case  a  particle  of  tissue  from  a  syphilitic  person  is  ac- 
tually brought  in  contact  with  a  wound  on  a  healthy  person. 
The  only  absolutely  certain  prophylaxis  is  animal  vaccination,  but 
since  this  is  not  always  to  be  had,  he  recommends  the  greatest 
care  in  the  selection  of  those  children  from  whom  the  virus  is 
taken.  If  a  child  older  than  one  year  is  taken,  no  danger  exists 
of  hereditary  or  of  syphilis  communicated  by  the  nurse. — Cen- 
tralbl.f  d.  Med.  Wiss.,  No.  48,  1871. 


T\ie  Cause  of  Cholera. 

The  following  account  of  the  causes  that  produced  the  cholera 
in  Constantinople  in  1871,  is  given  by  an  American  writing  from 
that  city  to  the  Washington  Chronicle.  It  may  be  read  with 
profit  by  those  who  have  charge  of  the  sanitary  affairs  of  cities 
even  in  this  country : 

Thousands  went  to  bed  in  perfect  health,  were  seized  with 
cholera  in  the  night,  and  in  a  few  hours  after  died.  In  this  way 
whole  families  perished.  Among  the  Turks  it  was  particularly 
fatal,  because  of  their  vegetable  diet,  their  wretched  tenements,  the 
dark  and  filthy  streets  and  quarters  in  which  they  lived,  and  their 
obstinate  aversion  to  medicine.  In  many  cases  their  fatalism  was 
so  intense  that  they  refused  to  take  any  precaution,  or  adopt  any 
remedies,  believing  that  it  was  God's  will  that  they  should  die, 
and  that  no  human  skill  could  baffle  the  decrees  of  destiny.  For 
the  poor  the  Government  provided  physicians  and  medicine 
gratis,  but  this  class  of  people  would  have  none  of  either,  and  died 
victims  to  their  own  obstinacy. 

Sewers,  Filth,  etc. — Wherever  there  were  open  sewers,  masses 
of  filth,  and  other  such  sources  of  infection,  the  cholera  reaped  a 
harvest  of  death,  and  was  comparatively  light  in  elevated,  clean, 
and  well-aired  localities.  -  At  one  end  of  the  artillery  parade- 
ground,  on  the  verge  of  Pera,  the  municipality  have  caused  to  be 
deposited  all  the  accumulated  filth  of  this  quarter  of  the  city. 
Thither  the  scavenger  carts  daily  carry  their  contents.  An  im- 
mense mass  has  thus  been  gathered  together,  which,  from  its 
position  in  the  midst  of  thickly-inhabited  localities,  is  always  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  health.  On  the  11th  of  August  the  first 
rain  during  the  cholera  period  fell.  It  was  of  few  hours'  duration, 
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but  it  poured  in  torrents.  On  the  following  day  it  was  followed 
by  a  sullen,  fiery  atmosphere,  and  a  wind  which,  crossing  the 
field  of  garbage,  bore  directly  on  the  Greek  quarter  of  Tatavla, 
lying  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  on  the  opposite  side  of  an  intervening 
ravine.  This  wind  came  up  in  the  morning  while  the  population 
were  all  at  church  celebrating  a  religious  fete.  After  returning 
to  their  dwellings,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had  hardly  elapsed  be- 
fore the  inhabitants  of  the  streets  of  Tatavla,  on  the  side  the  wind 
was  blowing,  were  all  attacked  by  violent  colics,  followed  by 
vomiting,  diarrhoea,  and  the  most  painful  cramps.  In  an  instant 
crowds  might  be  seen  running  to  the  druggists,  some  half-dressed, 
others  bareheaded,  and  all  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  consternation. 
Two  hours  later  the  harvest  of  death  began,  and,  in  the  evening 
of  this  day,  seventy-five  died.  One  of  the  first  houses  attacked 
was  that  of  a  very  rich  Greek  architect,  Maltestates,  in  the  street 
Akurdja.  Whilst  he  himself  was  dragging  away  his  dead  son 
by  his  feet,  to  conceal  his  death  from  his  sisters,  they  were  sud- 
denly attacked,  and  in  twenty-four  hours  the  whole  family  of  six- 
persons,  including  the  father,  were  in  their  graves. 

Fearful  Mortality. — Such  was  the  corruption  of  the  atmo- 
sphere that  the  poultry  were  struck  dead,  and  phosphorus  matches 
decomposed  and  would  not  light.  By  the  third  day,  of  the 
1,400  inhabitants  of  Tatavla,  of  510  persons  attacked  by  the 
cholera,  426  died;  nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  population. 
With  but  few  exceptions,  eve^  case  proved  mortal  in  two  or 
three  hours  after  the  attack.  This  great  mortality  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  rain  set  in  fermentation  the  foul 
mass  of  filth  in  the  opposite  side  of  the  ravine,  the  effluvia  of 
which,  combining  with  a  cholera-infected  atmosphere,  was  borne 
by  the  wind  directly  against  Tatavla,  and  for  the  first  time  inflicted 
upon  it  the  scourge  of  cholera ;  for,  up  to  this  date,  it  had  not 
suffered  from  the  epidemic.  When  the  wind  changed  the  cholera 
disappeared.  I  mention  this  fact  to  admonish  you  of  the  necessity 
of  isolating  the  city  scaverage  from  the  vicinity  of  populated 
centres,  as  well  as  other  deposits  of  filth,  as  they  are  fruitful 
sources  of  death  in  time  of  cholera. 


Some  of  the  111  Effects  of  Bromide  of  Potassium. 

Under  this  heading  Mr.  T.  0.  Wood,  Medical  Superintendent 
of  Dunston  Lodge  Asylum,  publishes  a  paper,  with  cases,  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal  of  October  14,  1871,  in  which,  inter  alia, 
he  says  its  most  dangerous  effect  is  when,  after  a  course  of  com- 
paratively small  doses,  which  do  not  seem  to  be  taking  any  great 
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hold  of  the  system  generally,  or  upon  the  mental  symptoms,  to 
control  which  it  is  given,  it  suddenly,  and  without  apparent  cause 
or  warning,  displays  its  cumulative  effects,  and  rapidly  reduces 
the  patient,  to  a  condition  of  great  bodily  prostration,  and  com- 
pletely alters  the  character  of  the  mental  symptoms.  The  phys- 
ical prostration  is  at  once  evident.  There  is  great  muscular  debil- 
ity; dimness  of  sight,  with  dilated  pupils;  irregular  gait,  the 
patient  reeling  as  though  intoxicated ;  whilst  nausea,  vomiting,  or 
purging,  with  abdominal  pain  of  a  low  aching  character,  may  also 
be  present,  the  breath  having  a  peculiar  disagreeable  odor.  Its 
effects  upon  the  mental  symptoms  are  no  less  marked.  The 
patient,  who  was  excited,  glorying  in  his  imaginary  powers  of 
body  and  mind,  becomes  despondent,  sullen,  melancholy,  and 
frequently  lachrymose,  often  even  despairing. 

In  a  previous  number  of  the  same  journal  are  cases  reported 
by  Witlow  Bovis,  L.R.C.P.,  and  Dr.  R.  W.  Foss,  bearing  out  these 
statements,  except  in  regard  to  the  suddenness  of  the  symptoms. 
— New  Remedies. 


The  Physical  Features  of  Insan  ity. 

Dr.  T.  B.  Tuke,  a  physician  of  eminence  and  learning  in  the 
science  of  mental  disease,  read  a  document  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  British  Association  for  the  Avancement  of  Science,  in  which 
he  said : 

"  It  is  generally  acknowledged  that  the  intellectual  powers  are 
manifested  through  the  gray  matter  of  the  cerebrum,  and  as  in 
insanity  these  faculties  were  impaired,  exaggerated,  or  perverted, 
I  believe  that,  by  examining  the  brains  of  the  insane,  a  hope 
exists  of  discovering  a  road  for  arriving  at  a  solution  of  the  func- 
tional difficulty.  The  time  has  passed  when  the  term  mental 
disease,  insanity,  or  madness,  conveyed,  to  the  minds  of  physi- 
cians, the  idea  that  the  mind  or  its  faculties  were  the  entities  which 
were  the  subject  of  disease.  By  a  process  of  reasoning  the  pathol- 
ogist has  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  abnormal  physical 
manifestations  are  dependent  upon  primary  or  secondary  changes 
in  the  nerve-tissue;  that  insanity  is  a  symptom  of  disease,  not  a 
disease  itself,  and  that  the  cause  of  the  disease  must  be  looked  for 
in  the  brain.  Six  years  ago  I  commenced  a  systematic  micro- 
scopic examination  of  the  brains  of  the  insane,  and  with  this  most 
important  result,  that  in  every  single  instance  a  marked  departure 
from  healthy  structure  was  observed. 

"  I  am  not  prepared  to  designate  the  individual  part  of  the 
brain  specially  affected  in  the  different  forms  of  insanity;  but  1 
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may  say  generally,  that  the  corpora  striata  are  the  portions  most 
frequently  found  affected,  and  that  the  cerebellum  is  the  organ 
least  frequently  subjected  to  disease.  Further,  that  the  white 
matter  is  much  more  liable  to  evident  structural  morbid  change 
than  the  cortical  substance  in  comparatively  recent  cases ;  and 
that  where  the  intellect  has  been  in  abeyance  for  prolonged  peri- 
ods, the  structure  of  the  gray  matter  of  the  cerebral  convolutions 
is  difficult  of  demonstration  ;  the  layers  are  found  indistinct,  as 
the  cells  are  few  in  number  and  generally  small  in  size.  In  the 
fifty-three  cases  of  chronic  insanity  which  I  have  examined,  I 
have  found  distinct  structural  changes  in  the  brain  of  each." 


Tannin  and  Glycerine. — By  R  Rother. 

Tannic  acid  is  frequently  prescribed  in  concentrated  solution 
with  glycerine;  but  tannin,  commercially  obtained,  possesses 
various  impurities  which  either  remain  as  insoluble  turbidity  or 
discolor  the  solution.  Firstly,  a  green  resinous  coloring-matter, 
insoluble  in  water  but  soluble  in  strong  alcohol  and  glycerine,  in- 
variably, occurs.  Tbis  contamination  results  from  the  solvent 
action  of  the  ether  in  the  original  process  of  extracting  the  tannin. 
Secondly,  metallic  chips  of  copper,  iron,  etc.,  from  the  vessels  in 
which  the  tannin  was  dried,  are  never  absent. 

A  concentrated  solution  of  tannin  is  nearly  indispensable  among 
the  requisites  of  the  prescription  department.  An  aqueous  solu- 
tion, however  concentrated  it  may  be,  will  spoil.  An  alcoholic 
solution  is  often  objectionable,  but  an  aqueous  solution,  contain- 
ing glycerine,  can  be  utilized  on  almost  all  occasions. 

This  solution  is  best  adjusted  by  weight;  it  is  perfectly  stable, 
clear,  and  transparent,  and  contains  one  troy  ounce  of  tannic  acid 
in  two  troy  ounces  of  the  solution,  that  is,  half  tannin  by  weight. 
The  solvent  is  the  other  half,  or  \  each,  by  weight,  glycerine  and 
water.  More  than  this  proportion  of  glycerine  cannot  be  used  to 
advantage,  as  the  liquid  becomes  too  thick  to  pour  conveniently. 
This  solution  cannot  be  prepared,  however,  by  directly  combining 
the  three  ingredients,  as  the  impurities  must  first  be  removed; 
and  the  only  preliminary  solvent  for  this  purpose,  which  the 
writer  has  found  to  answer  perfectly,  is  a  mixture  of  equal  meas- 
ures of  strong  alcohol  and  water.  A  very  concentrated  solution, 
in  the  proportion  of  two  parts  of  liquid  to  one  of  tannin,  can  be 
formed  with  the  aid  of  heat,  which  niters  with  the  greatest  facility, 
leaving  the  resinous  coloring-matter  and  the  metals  untouched. 
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Alcohol  alone,  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one  of  tannin,  would 
not  filter  well.  Water,  in  the  proportion  of  at  least  four  to  one 
of  tannin,  would  not  filter  even  as  rapidly  as  the  solution  with 
alcohol,  and  whilst  the  alcoholic  solution  becomes  turbid  with 
water,  the  aqueous  solution  never  became  clear  from  the  first,  and 
moreover,  was  always  much  darkened  by  the  metallic  impurities 
forming  colored  soluble  tannates.  The  preliminary  solvent  and 
permanent  solvent,  above  proposed,  are  therefore  the  only  avail- 
able ones.  These  form  a  light  green,  thin,  syrupy  solution,  mis- 
cible  with  glycerine  and  water  in  all  proportions  without  losing 
their  brightness,  and  forming  in  a  more  dilute  condition  colorless 
solutions. 

From  these  observations  the  following  formula  is  deduced : 

Take  of  Tannin  8  troy  ounces. 

Glycerine  4    "  " 

Strong  alcohol  8  fluid  ounces. 

Water  8  " 

Mix  the  alcohol  and  water;  add  the  tannin,  and  apply  heat 
until  the  tannin  has  dissolved.  Filter  hot,  then  add  the  glycerine, 
and  evaporate  by  a  careful  heat  until  the  solution  weighs  16  troy 
ounces. — The  Pharmacist,  Dec.,  1871. 


Methods  for  Preparing  Pure  Carbolate  of  Potash. — By  M.  Ramel. 

Carbolate  of  potash  may  be  prepared  by  mixing  together  al- 
coholic solutions  containing  94  parts  of  carbolic  acid  and  56  parts 
of  caustic  potash,  and  evaporating.  Upon  cooling,  a  crystalline 
mass,  composed  of  small,  very  thin,  transparent,  micaceous  plates, 
is  deposited.  Dried  over  sulphuric  acid  the  product  consists  of 
carbolate  of  potash  in  a  very  pure  state. 

This  salt  may  also  be  prepared  by  fusing  together  37.4  parts  of 
caustic  potash  and  62.6  parts  of  carbolic  acid,  the  caustic  potash 
being  added  gradually. 

In  whatever  way  prepared,  the  carbolate  of  potash  absorbs 
humidity  from  the  air,  turning  first  yellow  and  afterward  brown. 
It  is  very  soluble  in  water  and  alcohol,  less  so  in  ether.  It 
contains  no  water  of  crystallization,  but  it  retains  the  water  ot 
composition  of  its  respective  constituents,  which  cannot  be 
separated  without  decomposition  of  the  salt. 

The  author  states  that  this  compound  is  being  increasingly 
used  in  French  medicine,  and  that  as  a  disinfectant  it  advantage- 
ously replaces  carbolic  acid  itself. — Bull.  Soc.  Chim. 
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Bone  Felon  arrested  by  Congelation. — By  James  B.  Walker,  M.D. 

Kot  long  since  I  was  consulted  by  a  young  lady,  who  was 
suffering  from  an  incipient  felon.  The  distinguishing  character- 
istics of  the  painful  affection  were  already  manifest — pain,  throb- 
bing, some  tumefaction,  and  the  nervous  excitement,  indicated 
plainly  what  was  in  advance,  unless  the  inflammation  was  arrest- 
ed ;  and  the  command  was,  arrest  it  at  all  hazards.  The  starting- 
point  had  been  two  days  previous  to  her  application  for  treatment. 
I  could  think  of  nothing  offering  such  a  prospect  of  success  as 
cold,  as  low  as  the  freezing-point  Adding  equal  parts  of  snow 
and  salt  in  a  tumbler,  I  placed  the  finger,  it  being  the  middle 
one,  in  the  freezing  mixture.  For  a  few  seconds  there  was  an 
increase  of  the  sensibility  of  the  part,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  persuade  her  to  hold  the  finger  in  the  mixture.  By  degrees 
the  pain  subsided,  and  at  the  end  of  two  minutes  perfect  insen- 
sibility had  followed.  I  removed  the  finger,  and  after  a  few  min- 
utes the  sensibility  returned,  and  with  it  came  the  pain,  throbbing, 
etc.  The  application  was  renewed,  and  the  pain  again  ceased  and 
insensibility  ensued.  This  was  repeated  as  often  as  the  pain 
returned,  and  in  about  two  hours,  alternating  the  application  and 
removal,  there  was  no  return  of  the  painful  sensations,  and  the 
difficulty  entirely  ceased,  and  there  was  no  felon.  The  induration 
remained  several  days,  and  the  skin  gradually  exfoliated.  The 
3Toung  lady  was  highly  gratified  at  the  success  of  the  treatment. 
— Medical  Archives,  March,  1872. 


Ivy  Poisoning. 

Mr.  H.  Markham,  of  Port  Jefferson,  K"ew  York,  sends 
the  following  note  to  the  Scientific  American:  "I  send  you 
a  prescription  which  I  am  satisfied,  from  ten  years'  experience, 
is  the  very  best  remedy  for  ivy  poisoning.  It  is  simply  to  bathe 
the  parts  affected  freely  with  spirit  of  nitre.  If  the  blisters  be 
broken,  so  as  to  allow  the  nitre  to  penetrate  the  cuticle,  more  than 
a  single  application  is  rarely  necessary,  and  even  where  it  is  only 
applied  to  the  surface  of  the  skin  three  or  four  times  during  the 
day,  there  is  rarely  a  trace  of  the  poison  left  the  next  morning. 
Having  often,  previous  to  the  discovery  of  this  antidote,  been 
rendered  helpless  and  blind  by  ivy  poison,  I  knew  its  worth  to 
those  affected  thereby." 
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ALLEGED  DEATH  PROM  NITROUS-OXIDE  GAS. 

The  inquest  in  the  ease  of  Mrs.  Ann  O'Shaoghneaay,  1  woman 
who  died  in  the  dental  establishment  of  J.  B.  Newbrough,  No.  128 
West  Thirty-fourth  Street,  on  the  20th  of  March  last,  after  inhal- 
ing nitrous-oxide  gas  and  having  several  teeth  extracted,  was  con- 
cluded recently  by  Coroner  Herman,  and  the  case  submitted  to  tin1 
jury,  who,  after  a  deliberation  extending  over  two  hours,  rendered 
the  following  verdiet : 

We  find  thai  Mrs.  Ann  O'Shaughnessy  came  to  her  death  from 
asphyxia  or  apnoea,  as  evidenced  by  the  symptoms  manifested  by  the 
patient  before  death  and  the  conditions  found  at  the  post-mortem, 
the  asphyxia  having,  in  our  opinion,  been  induced  by  the  inhalation 
of  gas  administered. 

The  jury  further  agree  in  the  opinion  that  any  other  than  the  pre- 
scribed method  of  preparation  of  nitrous-oxide  gas  as  to  tempera- 
ture for  generation  and  appropriate  washing-bottles  is  to  be  regarded 
as  a  careless  method  of  manufacture.  In  this  particular  we  regard 
the  apparatus  used  by  Mr.  Newbrough  as  imperfect. 

Furthermore,  we  regard  the  administration  of  nitrous-oxide  gas 
as  reckless  where  each  administration  is  an  experiment  upon  the 
patient,  which  it  must  be,  where  there  is  not  a  positive  certainty  as 
to  the  chemical  purity  of  the  gas,  and  ignorance  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  physical  coudition  of  the  patient,  and  the  physiological 
effects  manifested  by  anesthesia. 

Furthermore,  we  regard  it  as  necessary  for  safety  that  an  adminis- 
trator of  nitrous-oxide  gas  should  have  a  knowledge  of  the  applica- 
tion of  restorative  agents  adapted  to  alarming  conditions  in  anaes- 
thesia, and  to  be  always  supplied  with  such  agents. 

(Signed)  Stephen  Rogers,  M.D.  ;  Faneuil  D.  Weisse,  M.D.  : 
Richard  J.  O'Sullivan,  M.D.  ;  Albertus  L.  Vandewater,  M.D.;  Augus- 
tus Wahlfarst,  M.D. ;  Edward  Frankel,  M.D. ;  Franz  Henel,  M.D. ; 
John  T.  Nagle,  M.D. ;  John  T.  Kennedy,  M.D.  ;  and  Fred.  W.  Lili- 
enthal,  M.D. 

After  the  rendition  of  the  verdict  the  jury  thanked  the  Coroner  for 
having  summoned  a  jury  of  medical  men  to  act  in  the  case,  and  for 
the  thorough  manner  in  which  the  investigation  had  been  conducted. 
The  jury  were  then  discharged,  with  the  thanks  of  the  Coroner. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  before  the  jury  that  deceased  ex- 
pressed fears  of  the  effects  of  the  gas,  and  frequently  withdrew  the 
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inhaling  tube.  In  this  way  one  entire  bag  of  gas — some  three  or 
four  gallons — was  exhausted,  being  partly  inhaled  and  partly  wasted, 
without  inducing  anaesthesia.  A  second  bag  of  gas  was  adjusted 
and  the  tube  applied  to  the  patient's  mouth.  After  two  or  three 
inhalations,  she  thrust  it  away,  declaring  that  it  would  kill  her,  and 
that  she  would  take  no  more  of  it.  The  dentist  then  immediately 
extracted  several  teeth.  The  patient  became  black  in  the  face,  and 
died  in  a  few  minutes  in  a  state  of  asphyxia.  The  dentist  testified 
that  the  patient  breathed  for  some  fifteen  minutes  ;  but  the  lady 
friend  of  the  patient,  who  was  present,  declares  that  she  did  not 
breathe  after  the  teeth  were  extracted. 


The  Medico-Legal  Society  held  its  Monthly  Meeting  on 
Thursday  evening,  March  14th,  at  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons.  The  paper  of  the  evening,  on  "Evidence  of  Medical  Ex- 
perts," by  Isaac  Ray,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia,  was  an  able  and  schol- 
arly production.  The  Doctor  reviewed  at  length  the  subject  of  skilled 
medical  testimony,  showing  that  progress  is  being  made  in  the 
accuracy  and  reliability  of  this  kind  of  evidence  just  as  modern 
research  develops  accuracy  and  reliability  in  medical  science  and  its 
collateral  branches.  The  Doctor  was  somewhat  sensitive  in  regard  to 
the  want  of  courtesy  sometimes  exhibited  toward  medical  experts  by 
the  legal  profession  and  criticisms  of  the  press. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  medical  experts  who  are  really  compe- 
tent to  sustain  themselves  on  the  witness-stand  generally  receive  the 
meed  of  praise  justly  due ;  and  that  when  severe  criticisms  are  made 
they  are  usually  provoked  by  glaring  incompetence  or  palpable  dis- 
honesty. 


Why  Interfere  With  Other  Physicians'  Patients  ?  —  This 
subject  has  received  too  little  practical  attention.  The  interference  of 
one  physician  with  the  patients  of  another  has  frequently  been  produc- 
tive of  much  bitter  feeling.  This  remark  applies  alike  to  all  schools 
of  practice,  and  it  is  a  wrong  that  should  not  exist.  The  public, 
knowing  or  caring  but  little  for  the  bickerings  of.  medical  men,  often 
repeat  from  one  physician  to  another  the  respective  opinions  of  each, 
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and  not  [infrequently  in  an  unfair  wa}',  thus  leaving  a  wrong  impres- 
sion where  no  injury  was  intended. 

There  are  men  in  all  professions  who  seem  to  take  great  pleasure 
in  misrepresenting  others.  No  gentleman  will  knowingly  interfere 
with  another's  business.  A  physician  has  no  right  to  seek  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  patient  of  another.  If,  however,  the  patient  of  one 
physician  seeks  another's  services,  then  the  latter  may  rightfully  serve 
him.  If  this  rule  was  strenuously  observed,  there  would  be  fewer 
alienations  anions  medical  men. 

We  never  assume  the  responsibility  of  a  case  or  give  an  opinion 
while  the  patient  is  under  the  care  of  another  physician.  This  we 
hold  to  without  regard  to  schools. 


Charters  Repealed. — The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  recently 
repealed  the  charter  of  the  "  American  University,"  the  M  Eclectic 
Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,"  and  of  the  "  Philadelphia  Univer- 
sity of  Medicine  and  Surgery."  This  action  was  based  upon  the  report 
of  a  committee  previously  appointed  to  investigate  charges  against 
these  institutions  of  conferring  diplomas  illegally  and  in  violation  of 
the  conditions  of  their  charters.  This,  of  course,  ends  the  $40  C.  O.  D. 
Diploma  trade,  so  far  at  least  as  these  institutions  are  concerned. 


RED  RUBBER,  MERCURY,  AXD  LEAD  IX  DEXTISTRY. 

Since  the  issue  of  the  January  number  of  the  Review,  with  an  ar- 
ticle on  this  subject,  we  have  received  quite  a  number  of  letters,  from 
both  physicians  and  dentists,  fully  verifying  our  statements,  in  every 
essential  point.  Several  of  these  report  cases  of  severe  mercurial  dif- 
ficulties, which  have  been  caused  by  the  use  of  red  rubber,  and  the 
cure  of  which  could  only  be  accomplished  by  proper  treatment,  and 
the  entire  abandonment  of  its  further  use.  We  are  gratified  to 
find  that  many  of  the  medical  and  dental  profession  fully  corroborate 
our  remarks  upon  the  use  of  lead  and  mercury  fillings  also.  We  have 
taken  special  pains  to  inquire  of  the  very  best  and  mo  t  experienced 
dentists  in  this  city,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  lead  in  teeth  filling;  but 
not  one  of  them  use  it,  nor  are  they  acquainted  with  any  dentists  who 
do.  The  most  of  them  say  that  they  have  abandoned  the  use  of  the 
mercurial  amalgams. 
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"STRICTLY  REGULAR  MEDICAL  INSTITUTIONS." 

The  Doctor,  in  its  issue  of  January  1,  being  desirous  of  ascertaining 
the  number  of  recognized  medical  colleges  in  this  city  and  vicinity, 
Ave  gladly  present  them  with  the  following  list  : — The  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  chartered  March  12,  1807  ;  University  of 
City  of  New  Yoik,  Medical  Department,  organized  1840;  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  chartered  March,  1861  :  Long  Island  Col- 
lege Hospital,  Brooklyn,  established  1859;  and  the  Woman's  Medical 
College  of  the  New  York  Infirmary,  organized  November,  1868. 
These  are  all  the  strictly  regular  medical  institutions  that  are  em- 
powered to  grant  diplomas  for  practising  medicine  and  surgery.  All 
are  in  successful  operation,  and  diplomas  from  any  one  are  legally 
accepted  as  evidence  of  professional  qualification.  We  have,  besides, 
a  College  of  Pharmacy,  organized  1829,  and  a  College  of  Dentistry, 
chartered  March,  1865  ;  and  last,  but  not  perhaps  least,  we  rejoice  in 
the  possession  of  a  regular  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  the  pro- 
fessional chairs  of  which  are  held  by  regularly-educated  medical  men, 
the  majority  of  whom  are  also  veterinary  surgeons. — Medical  Record, 
February  15,  1872. 

In  the  Record,  of  March  15th,  appears  an  article  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Stephen  Rogers,  entitled,  "  A  Fatuous  Profession,  and  Infamous 
Medical  Colleges."  After  reviewing  some  points  in  the  recent  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  on  Medical  Education, 
we  find,  in  this  article,  most  damaging  charges  against  one  of  the 
medical  institutions,  so  fully  endorsed,  a  month  earlier,  by  the  Record. 
The  Dr.  remarks  : 

(<  But  the  most  striking  failure  of  the  report  and  its  resolutions  is 
found  in  the  complete  want  of  any  provision  for  the  cases  of  medical 
colleges  which  become  so  venal  as  for  a  few  paltry  dollars  to  scan- 
dalize the  honest  and  industrious  students  they  may  have,  and  de- 
grade and  outrage  professional  feeling  by  issuing  diplomas  to,  or  even 
matriculating,  creatures  who,  in  open  court,  not  only  perjure  them- 
selves in  the  vilest  manner,  but  who  declare,  under  oath,  that  for 
years  they  have  lived  upon  a  practice  obtained  through  newspaper 
advertisements,  and  by  means  of  cards  and  circulars  of  the  most  de- 
based and  criminal  character,  distributed  in  the  street-cars. 

"  This  is  by  no  means  an  imaginery  case,  as  the  following  news- 
paper advertisement,  of  a  recent  graduate  of  a  once  respectable  and 
still  prominent  medical  college  of  the  city  of  New  York  will 
attest : 

«<Dr.   .  Infallible  Pills  for  Female  Obstructions.  Twenty 

years'  practical  experience  have  encouraged  me  to  introduce  an 
article  long  needed.  These  pills  will  surely  produce  the  desired  ef- 
fect, and  need  no  further  recommendation. 
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For  sale  by  drnggista  generally. 

"'For  particular  information  apply  to  the  doctor's  office,  No.   

avenue,  between   and  streets.     Private  office,  No.  

street.    From  7  to  9  p.m.' 

"  Of  course,  the  most  careful  and  honorable  schools  are  liable  to 
imposition  ;  but  of  this  liability  I  have  no  other  occasion  to  speak  in 
this  connection  than  to  assure  your  readers  that  there  was  no  such 
deception  practised  in  the  instance  above  alluded  to.  The  faculty 
were  fully  informed  in  all  the  details  of  the  case.  They  had  the 
phonographer's  report  of  the  declaration  under  oath  ;  they  had  the 
original  newspaper  advertisements,  and  they  had  an  abundant  indi- 
vidual evidence  in  support  of  charges  of  most  immoral  and  criminal 
character.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  a  few  dollars  have,  within  the 
last  few  weeks,  placed  the  name  of  such  a  wretch  in  the  list  of  the 
graduates  of  one  of  our  New  York  medical  colleges.  No  one  will,  of 
course,  envy  that  college  its  acquisition. 

"  I  have  named  neither  college  nor  individual ;  but  I  am  ready  to 
do  so  at  any  moment  the  public  and  professional  good  appears,  in  my 
judgment,  to  demand  it. 

"  Besides  such  outrageous  acts,  it  is  credibly  stated  that  this  same 
college  advocates  the  propriety,  and  follows  the  practice,  of  selling 
their  diplomas  to  persons  living  in  distant  parts  of  the  State,  on  the 
simple  statement  of  the  person  seeking  it,  without  any  presentation 
of  certificate  or  credentials. 

"The  college,  and  the  case  above  alluded  to,  are  notorious;  and  as 
a  consequence  of  these  disreputable  acts,  its  better  class  of  students 
are  highly  indignant,  and  wjl  abandon  the  institution." 

This  is  certainly  equal  to  any  of  the  operations  of  the  Philadelphia 
diploma  hucksters,  and  we  hope  the  matter  will  be  thoroughly  venti- 
lated, and  if  any  medical  college  in  this  city  or  State  has  become  so 
lost  to  all  sense  of  professional  honor,  that  the  Legislature  will  take 
cognizance  of  it,  and  apply  the  needed  remedy. 

Was  the  editor  of  the  Record  so  oblivious  of  passing  events  that 
he  was  unaware  of  the  rottenness  of  the  institution  which  he  informed 
his  transatlantic  neighbor  was  44  strictly  regular,"  etc.,  only  a  month 
before  ? 

We  further  ask  the  editor  of  the  Record,  if  he  does  not  know  that 
there  are  in  this  city  other  medical  colleges  besides  those  named 
above,  which  are  u  recognized  "  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  the 
courts  of  law,  regularly  chartered  by  the  same  legislative  authority 
as  the  above-named  colleges,  and,  in  every  legal  and  legitimate  sense, 
"  strictly  regular  medical  institutions,"  tk  empowered  to  grant 
diplomas  for  practising  medicine  and  surgery  ?  " 
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COLLEGE  BUILDING  FUND. 

A  course  of  popular  lectures,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  for  the 
benefit  of  the  college  building  fund,  has  just  been  completed  in 
Brooklyn.  The  first  and  second  of  these  lectures  were  delivered  by- 
Prof.  R.  A.  Gunn,  M.D.,  March  13th,  on  < '  Anatomy  and  Physiol- 
ogy," and  March  16th,  on  "  Health  and  Disease."  The  third  was  de- 
livered by  Prof.  Paul  W.  Allen,  M.D.,  March  20th,  on  "  Professional 
Enthusiasm."  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  were  delivered  on  the  23d, 
27th,  and  30th  of  March,  by  Prof.  J.  M.  Comins,  M.D.,  on  the  "Pro- 
gress of  Life." 

These  lectures  were  full  of  interest,  and  highly  appreciated  by  the 
intelligent  audiences  in  attendance.  Invitations  have  been  extended 
to  these  gentlemen,  to  repeat  this  course  of  lectures  at  other  places, 
some  of  which  will  probably  be  accepted. 

Since  our  notice  of  this  movement  in  the  February  number,  several 
contributions  have  already  been  paid  in,  and  others  pledged.  We 
hope  our  friends  will  keep  the  ball  rolling. 


Treatment  for  Diabetes. — Dr.  J.  T.  Shearer,  of  Sinking  Springs, 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  Medical  and  Surgiccd  Reporter,  for  August  5th, 
1S71,  and  also  for  March  16th,  1872,  advocates  the  use  of  tannin, 
opium,  and  ergot  in  the  treatment  of  diabetes.  Dr.  S.  describes  sev- 
eral well-marked  cases,  in  the  cure  of  which  he  claims  to  have  met 
with  complete  success  through  the  use  of  these  agents  as  the  princi- 
pal means  of  cure.    He  begins  with 

fy.  Tannic  acid,  grs.  v. 
Pulv.  opium,  gr.  ss.  H[. 

Sig.— To  be  taken  at  9  a.m.,  3  p.m.,  and  at  bedtime,  and  tine, 
ergot  3  j,  to  be  taken  before  each  meal,  in  water.  The  acid  is  to  be 
increased  five  grains  every  eight  or  ten  days,  until  the  dose  has  been 
increased  to  say  twenty-five  grains  of  the  acid,  and  one  of  opium, 
and  of  ergot  to  two  or  three  drachms.  The  cases  reported  are 
claimed  to  have  been  cured  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months' 
treatment,  when  the  doses  are  to  be  gradually  reduced,  and  finally 
abandoned  with  the  perfect  cure  of  the  patient.  The  Dr.  confidently 
claims  that  the  arcana  of  nature  have  yielded  their  mystery  as  to  this 
malady. 
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Medical  Students. — We  wish  to  call  the  .attention  of  physicians 
to  the  very  important  matter  of  securing  young  men  of  suitable  cast 
of  character  and  literary  attainments  as  medical  students.  There  are 
few  pursuits,  whether  professional  or  otherwise,  which  offer  better 
opportunities  to  young  men  of  culture  and  talent,  than  that  of  medi- 
cine. Any  one  of  respectable  talent  and  education  can  in  three  or 
four  years,  by  close  application  and  systematic  study,  and  attendance 
upon  two  courses  of  medical  lectures,  make  sufficient  preparation  to 
graduate  and  begin  the  practice  of  medicine.  A  life  of  usefulness  and 
emolument  is  at  once  open  to  him. 

The  expense  of  acquiring  a  medical  education  in  this  country  is 
not  so  great  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  almost  any  person  of  tact, 
talent,  and  energy.  But  every  one  who  pretends  to  the  study  of  med- 
icine should  thoroughly  master  all  the  elementary  branches,  by  pur- 
suing a  regular  course,  reading  under  a  competent  preceptor,  and 
attendance  and  graduation  at  some  reputable  medical  college,  before 
attempting  or  being  permitted  to  practice  medicine.  If  physicians 
would  uniformly  adhere  to  this  rule  with  regard  to  students  of  medi- 
cine, the  status  of  the  profession  would  soon  be  greatly  improved. 

  .  —i 

A  Remedy  for  Variola. — Dr.  Marsden,  of  Quebec,  in  the  Medi- 
cal Record,  recommends  balsam  copaiba,  in  three-drop  doses,  rubbed 
up  with  albumen,  or  mucilage  and  syrup,  and  administered  three  times 
daily,  as  a  remedy  in  "  small-pox."  The  doctor  thinks  great  results 
may  be  expected  from  this  remedy.  He  says,  "  The  idea  originated 
with  Dr.  Kowand,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Marine  and  Emigrant 
Hospital  of  Quebec."  lie  further  adds :  "  Accepting  the  same 
pathological  deductions  in  'scarlatina'  and  1  variola,'  Dr.  Kowand 
naturally  suggests  the  same  ratio  medendi  in  both  diseases ;  and 
when  we  consider  the  morbid  relations  of  the  kidneys  and  skin  in 
both  cases,  I  am  not,  I  apprehend,  too  sanguine  in  predicting  equally 
favorable  results  in  both." 


The  Vaccination  Question. — At  the  regular  monthly  meeting 
of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York,  held  March 
20th,  at  the  College  Building,  223  East  Twenty-sixth  Street,  the 
Committee  on  Vaccination,  appointed  at  the  previous  meeting,  sub- 
mitted an  elaborate  report.    The  Committee  have  viewed  the  subject 
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in  all  its  bearings,  as  a  prophylactic  against  small-pox,  as  to  the  pos- 
sibility and  dangers  of  communicating  disease  by  the  use  of  impure 
matter,  and  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  non-humanized  and  humanized 
vaccine  virus.  We  understand  that  this  report,  together  with  other 
valuable  papers  on  this  subject,  will  soon  be  published  in  pamphlet 
form. 


A  convenient  Pocket-Case,  holding  nine  half-ounce  and  ten 
three-drachm  vials,  is  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Reed,  Carnrick 
Andrus,  Manufacturing  Chemists  and  Pharmacists,  ICS  Fulton  Street. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  convenient  and  desirable  cases  we  have  seen. 
It  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  The  price,  filled  with  vials,  is,  we 
believe,  83. 


Toe  Editors  of  the  Review  have  no  more  copies  of  the  Trans- 
actions at  the  State  Society  for  18G9  and  1870  at  their  disposal. 
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BENNETT  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

Since  our  last  issue,  time,  assisted  by  the  winds  and  rains,  has 
cleared  away  the  burning  brands  and  ashes,  and  tranquillity,  with 
some  good  degree  of  order,  prevails.  At  that  time,  we  announced  the 
temporary  resting-place  found  by  the  college,  and  the  further  fact, 
that  no  serious  interruption  in  the  course  of  lectures  had  occurred,  or 
was  likely  to.  Since  that  time,  however,  quite  an  important  event 
has  transpired  with  the  college,  and  one,  which,  so  far  as  the  wisdom 
of  man  can  foretell,  is  fraught  with  consequences  of  lively  and  pleasura- 
ble interest.  We  refer  to  the  purchase,  by  the  trustees,  of  a  fine,  nice- 
ly finished  ;  and  presentable  three-story  brick  building,  for  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  college.  Henceforth,  therefore,  Bennett  College  can  sit 
under  the  shade  of  its  own  "vine  and  fig-tree,"  unembarrassed  by  a 
merely  nominal  debt.  The  two  upper  stories  afford,  first  of  all,  a 
comfortable  lecture-room,  which,  as  at  present  arranged,  will  accom- 
modate one  hundred  students,  while  a  little  additional  expense  will  in- 
crease the  accommodations  twenty-five  per  cent.  At.  such  time  as  the 
demand  calls  for  it,  the  outlay  of  a  few  thousand  dollars  will  double 
this  capacity.  In  the  second  place,  we  have  abundant  room  for  dis- 
secting purposes,  and  all  this  occupies  the  two  upper  stories. 


1872.] 


News  and  Miscellany. 


477 


The  firm  of  Garrison  &  Murray  having  been  dissolved  by  the  heat, 
and  mutual  consent,  Dr.  Garrison  will  occupy  the  first  story  of  the 
new  building,  with  the  Urge  and  well-finished  basement  as  a  first-class 
prescription  drug-store  and  manufactory  of  Fluid  Extracts.  In  the 
mean  time,  Mr.  Murray,  having  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Mr.  Bid- 
die,  under  the  firm  name  of  Murray  S:  Biddle,  will  continue  the  busi- 
ness of  grinding,  contusing,  and  pulverizing  crude  articles,  in  a  whole- 
sale way.    We  can  stand  another  burn,  but  don't  want  to. 

The  new  college  building  is  located  at  Xo.  461,  S.  Clark  Street, 
near  Polk  Street. —  Chicago  Medical  Times^ I)ec,  1871. 

[This  article  has  been  in.  type  two  mouths,  having  been  crowded  out. — Ed. 
Review.] 

The  annual  address  will  be  delivered  by  the  President,  Dr.  D. 
Mayer. 

Bv  order  of  the  Executive  Committee, 

J.  R.  Walker,  M.D., 

Secretary. 

[We  will  try  to  respond  to  the  invitation  and  be  there  in  person. — 
Ed.  E.  M.  R.] 

Indiana  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association. — The  Annual 
Meeting  of  this  Society  will  be  held  at  Lafayette,  Indiana,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  of  May,  1S72.    Let  all  turn  out. 

Henry  Long,  M.D., 

Cor.  Secretary. 

The  Iowa  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  will  hold  its  fifth 
annual  meeting  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  commencing  at  10  o'clock 
a.m.,  Wednesday,  May  29,  1872,  and  continue  in  session  at  least  two 
days. 

Ec  lectic  physicians  of  the  State,  and  all  others  from  abroad  having 
an  interest  in  the  cause,  are  respectfully  invited  to  meet  with  us. 

In  union  is  strength ;  we  thus  learn  to  know  one  another  and  act 
in  harmony  in  the  great  cause  of  progressive  medicine. 

Business  of  importance  to  every  Eclectic  physician  in  the  state 
will  be  transacted ;  hence  wre  earnestly  request  a  general  at- 
tendance. 

Distinguished  visitors  from  abroad  are  expected  to  be  present 
with  us. 

J.  A.  M«  Klceen,  M.D., 

Secretary. 

The  Regular  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Boston  District 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  was  held  at  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson's  Office, 
March  5,  1872. 

Dr.  Milbrey  Green  reported  a  ea*e  of u deafness "  in  a  lady  aged 
65,  which  was  of  two  years1  standing.    Examination  revealed  im- 
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pacted  wax,  for  which  sweet  oil  upon  cotton  was  applied  for  a  few 
days.  He  subsequently  extracted  from  the  ear  what  appeared  to  be 
a  perfect  mould  of  the  internal  ear,  which,  from  its  peculiar  appear- 
ance, was  believed  to  be  adventitious  membrane.  The  membrane  was 
exhibited  and  examined.  Prior  to  the  removal  of  the  membrane  the 
patient  had  suffered  no  pain,  nor  had  there  been  an  abscess.  Since 
its  removal,  hearing  has  been  perfectly  restored. 

Dr.  Smith  reported  a  case  of  a  young  married  woman,  who  believed 
herself  pregnant,  and  who  was  troubled  with  severe  periodical  vomit- 
ing. The  usual  remedies  in  such  cases  were  employed,  but  without 
effect.  On  examination  per  vagina  hard  substance  was  discovered 
resembling  a  tumor.  She  increased  in  size  so  much  as  to  resemble 
at  one  time  a  woman  in  the  fourth  month  of  pregnancy.  The  pe- 
riodical vomiting  continues,  and  is  preceded  by  violent  trembling. 
She  is  much  emaciated,  and  at  times  is  unable  to  retain  anything  in 
the  stomach.    Her  size  does  not  steadily  increase,  but  is  variable. 

The  general  opinion  was  that  the  patient  might  have  an  ovarian 
or  a  uterine  tumor. 

Dr.  Miles  reported  an  analogous  case  wherein  pregnancy  was  sup- 
posed to  exist,  but  an  autopsy  revealed  a  tumor  upon  the  fundus  of 
the  uterus. 

Dr.  Geddes  reported  a  case  where  pregnancy  was  supposed  to  exist, 
but  when  the  time  of  expected  delivery  arrived,  all  the  symptoms 
subsided,  and  there  was  no  pregnancy. 

Several  other  cases  of  a  similar  character  were  reported. 

Touching  the  vomiting,  Dr.  Miles  recommended  the  "  oxalate  of 
cerium,  3i,  Garb.  Bismuth,  3  i,  to  be  mixed  and  divided  into  twelve 
powders.  Dose,  one  powder,  to  be  repeated  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case. 

Dr.  Geddes  spoke  highly  of  the  oxalate  of  cerium  in  all  cases  of 
vomiting,  whether  of  pregnancy  or  not. 

Dr.  Green  confirmed  the  opinion  expressed  above,  and  also  stated 
that  strong  coffee,  and  also  carbolic  acid,  had  proved  useful  in  his 
experience. 

The  several  cases  reported  elicited  a  very  general  expression  of 
opinion,  which  added  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting,  making  it  both 
profitable  and  instructive.  H.  G.  B. 

West  Virginia  Eclectic  Medical  Society. — The  Second  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  West  Virginia  will  be 
held  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  April  next,  at  10  o'clock  a.m.,  in 
the  city  of  Clarksburg.  Half-fare  arrangements  on  the  B.  &  O.  R.  R. 
will  be  made. 

The  Plague  ix  Persia.— Dr.  Castaldi,  the  Ottoman  sanitary  del- 
egate attached  to  the  Turkish  embassy  at  Teheran,  has  recently,  by 
order  of  the  Ottoman  sanitary  department,  inquired  into  the  nature 
of  a  disease  which  had  broken  out  in  Persian  Koordistan,  reported  to 
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be  the  plague.  Dr.  Castaldi  has  sent  in  his  report,  and  in  his  opinion 
there  cannot  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  character  of  the  disease.  The 
malady  is  characterized  by  a  strong  fever,  accompanied  with  typhus 
symptoms,  with  the  appearance  of  buboes  under  the  arms,  in  the 
groin,  and  in  the  neck,  of  carbuncles  on  various  parts  of  the  body, 
and  of  spots  scattered  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  skin.  It  carries 
the  sufferer  off  quickly,  attacking  several  houses  in  one  place,  and  sev- 
eral persons  in  the  same  family,  and  transmits  itself  from  an  infected 
place  to  a  healthy  one.  a  Such  a  malady,''  says  Dr.  Castaldi,  "  can- 
not be  any  thing  but  the  Eastern  plague  of  former  times.''  Accord- 
ing to  the  report,  it  was  during  the  last  winter  that  the  plague  ap- 
peared in  the  district  of  Mukry,  in  the  Aderbidjan,  in  two  villages 
situated  at  a  short  distance  from  each  other,  and  called  Djoumouchau 
and  Arbanouz.  These  two  small  villages  have  been  completely  de- 
populated, only  seven  or  eight  persons  having  been  spared  by  the 
scourge.  Dr.  Castaldi  feels  at  a  loss  to  point  out  the  causes  which 
have  produced  the  epidemic,  for  the  district  is  the  healthiest  in  all 
Persia. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  March  2d. 

The  King  of  Dahomey  is  reported  to  have  changed  the  fashion 
of  his  wearing  apparel.  lie  received  the  Italian  Scientific  Commis- 
sion not  long  ago,  seated  on  his  throne,  his  body  profusely  decorated 
with  the  druggists'  labels,  blue,  gold,  and  green,  which  had  been 
carefully  peeled  from  the  medicine  bottles  brought  by  Europeans  to 
this  country. 

The  Importation  of  Opium. — The  money  value  of  opium  imported 
through  the  Custom-IIouse  of  Xew  York  City,  in  the  year  1871,  was 
$1,299,091. 

The  Origin  of  Petroleum. — The  origin  of  combustible  volatile  and 
liquid,  mineral  products,  such  as  gas,  oil,  tar,  asphalt,  is  still  an  open 
question.  The  presence  of  large  beds  of  anthracite  coal  lead  to  the 
suspicion  that  oil  was  derived  from  the  distillation  of  bituminous  coal 
by  volcanic  action.  Explosions  in  coal  mines  indicate  that  gases  can 
be  produced  in  the  beds  of  coal  without  the  aid  of  heat ;  and  according 
as  these  gases  have  a  vent  to  escape,  or  are  under  heavy  pressure, 
can  they  remain  volatile,  or  form  liquids.  Petroleum  usually  occurs0 
in  porous  fossiliferous  limestones,  or  in  such  sandstones  as  are  evi- 
dently of  marine  origin.  This  has  led  geologists  to  look  upon  petro- 
leum as  of  animal  origin;  and  recent  observations  have  served  to  sus- 
tain this  view. 

There  are  in  Egypt  natural  petroleum  springs  now  in  actual 
formation.  The  coast  of  this  land  consists  of  coral-beds.  The  coral 
animal  grows  toward  the  sea,  but  dies  out  on  land,  leaving  a  porous 
lime-rock  behind.  In  the  cavities  of  this  rock  oil  collects,  which  is 
derived  from  the  decomposition  of  the  polyp  coral,  and  is  collected 
and  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  many  purposes.  Vast  beds  of  coral 
would  yield  a  proportionate  supply  of  oil,  and  this  is  now  considered 
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by  many  to  satisfactorily  account  for  the  oil-springs  and  asphaltum 
lakes  of  various  parts  of  the  world.  They  were  once  coral-beds  of 
ancient  seas,  and  the  oil  is  of  animal  origin. — Journal  of  Applied 
Chemistry. 

Chief  Medical  Purveyor  of  the  Army. — We  are  pleased  to 
learn  Assistant  Medical  Purveyor,  J.  H.  Baxter,  has  recently  been 
promoted  to  be  the  Chief  Medical  Purveyor  of  the  Army.  The  Sur- 
geon-General could  not  have  made  a  better  selection  for  this  respon- 
sible position  than  Dr.  Baxter,  whose  promotion  can  but  gratify  many 
of  the  late  surgeons  of  volunteers  and  surgeons  of  boards  of  enroll- 
ment. This  will  not  interfere  with  the  completion  of  the  report  of 
the  medical  statistics  of  the  Provost  Marshal  General's  Bureau, 
upon  which  Dr.  Baxter  has  been  engaged  since  the  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities. 

Death  of  Prof.  Samuel  Jackson. — Professor  Samuel  Jackson, 
Emeritus  Professor  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  died  at  his 
residence  in  Philadelphia,  April  5th,  1872,  in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of 
his  age.    He  has  filled  the  Professorship  for  twenty-eight  years. 

A  new  work  by  the  late  Prof.  Dunglison.  History  of  Medicine 
from  the  Earliest  Ages  to  the  Commencement  of  the  Nineteenth  Cen- 
tury, by  Robley  Danglison,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  late  Professor  of  Institutes 
of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  Col 
lege  of  Philadelphia,  etc.,  etc.  Now  first  collected  and  arranged 
from  the  original  manuscript,  by  his  son,  Richard  J.  Danglison,  M.D. 

The  proposed  publication  of  a  posthumous  work  of  the  late  distin- 
guished author  and  teacher,  Professor  Robley  Dunglison,  must  be 
a  matter  of  general-interest  to  the  profession,  to  whose  advancement 
he  devoted  so  many  years  of  his  valuable  life.  No  writer  of  this 
century  was  so  prolific  in  contributions  to  medical  science,  and  the 
great  success  of  his  excellent  treatises  in  the  various  departments  of 
medicine  form  a  memorable  chapter  in  the  history  of  American 
literature.  While  occupying  a  professorial  chair  in  tjae  University  of 
Virginia,  it  became  his  duty,  according  to  the  terms  of  his  appoint- 
ment, "to  teach,  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  with  due  diligence, 
*  Anatomy,  Surgery,  the  History  of  the  Progress  and  Theories 
of  Medicine,  Physiology,  Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy."  The 
full  and  complete  manuscript  of  his  historical  lectures,  as  there  deliv- 
ered, forming  a  continuous  and  interesting  narrative  of  events  from 
the  earliest  origin  of  medicine  to  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  has  been  carefully  revised  for  publication  by  his  son,  Dr. 
Richard  J.  Dunglison,  who,  deeming  it  expedient  to  abandon  their 
original  didactic  form,  has  made  such  slight  alterations  of  the  text 
as  seemed  necessary  to  embody  the  facts  presented  in  regular  book 
form. 

The  work  will  be  found  to  possess  the  conciseness,  clearness,  and 
accuracy  so  characteristic  of  all  the  author's  other  productions.  It 
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traces  the  history  of  important  discoveries  and  improvements  in 
medicine,  of  medical  theories,  of  medical  writers  and  practitioners, 
authors,  and  founders  of  special  systems,  of  celebrated  schools 
of  medical  learning,  etc.,  etc.,  and  abounds  with  allusions  to  the 
manners  and  customs  of  literary  and  scientific  men  in  every  age  and 
country.  To  those  who  are  already  in  possession  of  Professor  Dun- 
glison's  other  works,  this  History  of  Medicine  will  form  a  supple- 
mentary volume  of  great  interest  and  attraction  ;  while  to  all  others 
it  offers  an  entertaining  field  of  research  on  subjects  which  always 
have  the  charm  of  freshness  and  novelty.  As  a  historical  and  liter- 
ary work  it  has  claims  for  consideration  from  members  of  other 
liberal  professions,  who  will  find  in  it  a  vast  amount  of  valuable  in- 
formation on  other  than  purely  medical  subjects. 

It  will  be  issued  in  a  small  octavo  volume  of  about  250  pages, 
printed  on  tinted  paper,  handsomely  bound  in  cloth,  bevelled  boards. 
The  price  to  subscribers  will  be  two  dollars  and  a  half'. 
Subscriptions  received  by 

Lindsay  &  Blaktston, 
25  S.  Sixth  Street,  Philadelphia.  . 

A  New  Use  of  Chloral. — Hydrate  of  chloral  seems  to  develop 
fresh  virtues  every  day.  A  case  of  rattlesnake  poison  lias  lately  been 
cured  by  it  at  Point  Pleasant,  New  Jersey.  A  young  man  bitten  by 
a  rattlesnake,  and  exhibiting  the  usual  violent  and  alarming  symp- 
toms, was  treated  with  the  hydrate,  five  doses  of  twenty  grains  each 
being  administered,  when  sleep  followed,  and  the  patient  awoke 
after  several  hours  with  every  symptom  of  the  poisoning  gone. 

Lemon  for  a  Cougtt. — Roast  the  lemon  very  carefully  without 
burning  it  ;  when  it  is  thoroughly  hot,  cut  and  squeeze  into  a  cup  up- 
on three  ounces  of  sugar,  finely  powdered.  Take  a  spoonful  whenever 
your  cough  troubles  you.  It  is  good  and  agreeable  to  the  taste. 
Rarely  has  it  been  known  to  fail  of  giving  relief. — Drug  (fists'*  Circu- 
lar. 

Test  for  the  Genuineness  of  Silver  Plating. — Van  Dingier, 
in  the  Pobjtechnische  Journal,  gives  the  following  simple  method  pf 
distinguishing  genuine  silver  from  baser  imitations: 

Having  carefully  cleaned  the  metallic  surface,  place  upon  it  a  drop 
of  a  cold  saturated  solution  of  potassium  bi-chromate  in  nitric  acid, 
and  wash  off  immediately  with  cold  water.  If  the  surface  is  silver,  a 
blood-red  stain,  consisting  of  silver  chromate,  is  formed.  On  German 
silver  or  Britannia  ware  a  black  or  brown  spot  results. — Xtw  Reme- 
dies. 

Relation  of  the  Tenea  in  the  Cat  to  the  Tinea  of  Man. — M. 
St.-Cyr  (JJritish  Jledical  Journal  ;  from   Yetcri  nurtim),  November, 
1871)  has  shown  that  there  is  complete  identity  between  the  tinea  of 
the  child  and  that  of  a  cat. 


482 


News  and  Miscellany. 


[April, 


Chloral  as  an  Antiseptic. — Mr.  Stodart,  of  Bristol,  has  recent- 
ly examined  the  stomach,  lung,  heart,  kidney,  and  spleen  of  a  patient 
who  died  from  an  overdose  of  chloral  hydrate.  "  The  first  thing,"  he 
says,  "  that  struck  me,  was  the  very  extraordinary  way  in  which  the 
several  portions  were  preserved.  Even  now,  although  more  than  a 
week  has  elapsed  since  death,  yet  not  the  slightest  sign  of  decompo- 
sition has  taken  place,  nor  any  unpleasant  odor.  This,  doubtless,  is 
the  effect  of  chloroform  in  the  tissues." — Med.  Press  and  Circ. 

Earth  as  a  Dressing  for  Burns. — Dr.  Addinell  Hewson,  one  of 
the  attending  surgeons  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Philadelphia, 
claims  to  have  had  great  success  in  the  use  of  earth  as  a  dressing  for 
burns.  A  kind  of  earth  is  selected  which  contains  some  clay,  and 
can  be  made  readily  into  a  paste.  "  The  patient's  arms,  fore-arms, 
hands,  breast,  shoulder  and  neck,"  he  says,  "  were  dressed  with 
the  clayed  earth,  spread  in  the  condition  of  a  thick  paste  on  strips  of 
bandage,  and  so  applied,  after  the  manner  of  Scultetus,  the  burnt 
surfaces  having  been  previously  dusted  with  the  powdered  earth. 
This  dressing  wras  then  covered  with  plain  blue  tissue  paper,  and  all 
retained  by  spiral  bandaging."  The  result  of  this  treatment 
was  much  more  satisfactory  than  is  usual  in  severe  burns.  Instead 
of  the  usual  ugly  cicatrix,  a  more  natural  and  pliable  tissue  covered 
the  healed  parts. — Medical  Times. 

A  Rare  Chance. — At  Little  Falls,  New  York,  on  N.  Y.  Central 
Railroad.  I  will  sell  my  practice  (the  former  practice  of  Dr.  A.  B. 
Westcott,  of  Chicago),  furniture,  fixtures,  library,  instruments  and 
medicines,  for  $350  cash.  Possession  immediately.  Apply  at  once 
to  Dr.  J.  Edwin  Danelson,  Little  Falls,  New  York. 

Statistics  of  the  Race. — The  earth  is  inhabited  by  about  1,380,- 
000,000  of  inhabitants,  namely :  380,000,000  of  the  Caucasian  race, 
5S0,000,000  of  the  Mongolian,  200,000,000  of  the  Ethiopian,  220,- 
000,000  of  the  Malay  races,  and  1,000,000  of  the  American  Indian. 
All  these  respectively  speak  3,064  languages,  and  possess  1,000  differ- 
ent religions.  The  amount  of  deaths  per  annum  is  33,333,333,  or 
91,954  per  day,  3,730  per  hour,  60  per  minute,  or  one  per  second. 
This  loss  is  compensated  by  an  equal  number  of  births.  The  average 
duration  of  life  throughout  the  globe  is  thirty-three  years.  One- 
fourth  of  its  population  dies  before  the  seventh  year,  and  one-half  be- 
fore the  seventeenth.  Out  of  10,000  persons  only  one  reaches  his 
hundredth  year;  only  one  in  500  his  eightieth;  and  only  one  in  100 
his  sixty-fifth.  Married  people  live  longer  than  unmarried  ones,  and 
a  tall  man  is  likely  to  live  longer  than  a  short  one.  Until  the  fiftieth 
year,  women  have  a  better  chance  of  life  than  men  ;  but  beyond  that 
period  the  chances  are  equal.  Sixty-five  persons  out  of  1,000  marry. 
The  months  of  June  and  December  are  those  in  which  marriages  are 
most  frequent.  Children  born  in  Spring  are  generally  stronger  than 
those  born  in  other  seasons.    Births  and  deaths  chiefly  occur  at  night. 
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The  number  of  men  able  to  bear  arms  is  but  one-eighth  of  the  pop- 
ulation.— X.  Y.  Observer  Year-Book. 

Ancient  State  of  Surgery  in  Scotland. — When  the  surgeons  of 
Edinburgh  were,  in  1505,  incorporated  under  the  denominations  of 
surgeons  and  barbers,  it  was  required  of  them  to  be  able  to  read  and 
write,  "to  know  anatomic,  nature,  and  complexion  of  everie  member 
of  humanis  bodie,  and  lykwayes  to  know  all  vaynes  of  the  sarnyn, 
that  he  may  make  fiewbothemie  in  deu  time;'7  together  with  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  shaving  beards.  These  were  all  the  qualifications 
that  seemed  necessary  to  the  art  of  surgery  at  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  The  practice  of  physic  M  as,  if  possible,  in  a  still 
more  deplorable  state. —  Campbells  Journey  from  Edinburyh  lo  the 
Highlands. 

The  Cesarean  Operation. — The  first  authentic  instance  of  this 
operation  in  the  British  I>les,  was  that  performed  with  success  by 
Mary  Dunally  upon  Alice  O'Xeil,  in  Ireland,  in  1739,  after  a  labor  of 
twelve  days  ;  and  the  first  recorded  in  the  United  States,  by  a  girl  of 
fourteen  years  of  age  upon  herself,  in  1822.  Of  the  first  3S  cases 
operated  upon  in  Great  Britain,  covering  the  period  from  1739  to 
1845,  but  four  are  recorded,  one  being  that  referred  to  as  the  work  of 
a  common  midwife.  Several  women  have  been  known  to  recover, 
and  their  children  live,  after  the  latter  have  been  removed  from  them 
through  a  rent  produced  by  the  horn  of  a  bull  or  cow. — Am.  Journ. 
Obstetrics. 

The  Costliness  of  Preventible  Disease. — The  Edinburgh 
Medical  Journal  for  January,  1872,  says,  M  Some  idea  of  the  cost  to 
the  country  of  preventible  disease  may  be  gathered  from  a  calcula- 
tion in  the  Times  of  December  12,  of  the  actual  cost  of  enteric 
(typhoid)  during  the  last  ten  years,  since  the  death  of  the  Prince 
Consort.  The  data  are,  on  an  average  annual  mortality  of  20,000,  a 
mortality  of  1  in  6,  a  value  of  £100  for  each  life  lost,  and  a  cost  of 
£12  per  case  in  loss  of  labor  and  expense  of  maintenance.  These 
data  are  manifestly  conjectural,  but  they  have  a  known  basis  of  reality 
sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  consideration  as  a  rough  measure,  prob- 
ably under  the  mark,  of  the  extent  of  an  evil  we  have  hitherto  tamely 
endured.  And  upon  them  is  founded  the  calculation  that  during  the 
last  ten  years  the  loss  to  the  country  from  the  unchecked  spread  of 
enteric  lever  has  been  not  less  than  £34,000,000  sterling,  or  an 
average  of  upward  of  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling  per  annum, 
besides  an  additional  sum  for  interest.  Surely,  as  Dr.  Acland  has 
said,  no  measure  could  more  redound  to  the  glory  of  a  government 
than  one  which  would  render  such  expensive  and  *  senseless  accidents  ' 
impossible  alike  in  the  houses  of  the  rich  and  of  the  poor.  And  the 
Tunes  has  made  this  practical  suggestion  :  that  every  case  of  enteric 
fever  should  lead  to  a  judicial  inquiry  into  its  causes,  and  any  person 
or  corporation  found  responsible  by  any  act  or  default  for  its  produc- » 
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tion  should  be  liable  in  pecuniary  damages  to  the  sufferer  or  his  repre- 
sentative. There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  some  such  enactment 
would  at  once  lead  to  such  watchfulness  over  architects,  builders,  and 
plumbers  as  would  speedily  produce  a  marked  sanitary  reform.  And 
we  see  no  reason  why  railway  companies  should  be  amerced  in  heavy 
damages  for  accidents  from  defective  material,  while  architects  get 
off  scot-free  for  so-called  accidents,  more  harassing  and  painful  in 
their  nature,  .more  expensive  to  the  country,  and  no  more  to  be  re- 
garded as  '  dispensations  of  Providence '  than  deaths  following  running 
a  train  with  a  cracked  axle  in  its  midst." 

The  Lord-Rector  of  the  University  or  Edinburgh  ox  Female 
Medical  Education. — Sir  William  Stirling  Maxwell,  who  was 
recently  installed  as  Lord-Rector  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  is 
evidently  warmly  in  favor  of  the  female  medical  movement.  In  his 
address  he  said,  "  From  the  earliest  times  woman  has  been  the  presid- 
ing genius  of  the  sick-room,  often  the  sole  medical  attendant,  always 
the  physician's  first  lieutenant.  So  long  as  it  is  probable  that  women 
will  continue  to  minister  to  their  sick  children  and  husbands,  and  to 
be  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  fulfilling  the  doctor's  directions, 
I  must  hear  some  argument  more  convincing  than  I  have  yet  heard 
why  they  are  to  be  debarred  from  learning  the  scientific  grounds  of 
the  art  of  which  they  are  so  often  the  empirical  practitioners  or  the 
docile  and  intelligent  instruments." 

The  Medical  Profession  in  Valparaiso. — The  Medical  Times 
and  Gazette  of  January  20,  1872,  says  that  the  medical  practitioners 
of  Valparaiso  are  required  by  the  government  to  attend  all  cases,  day 
or  night,  with  or  without  payment,  whatever  the  position  of  the  pa- 
tient might  be.  This  was  felt  to  be  a  great  hardship  by  the  profes- 
sion, and  a  meeting  was  called  of  almost  all  its  members  in  the  place, 
to  take  steps  to  remedy  the  abuse.  Certain  resolutions  were  passed 
in  favor  of  payment  by  the  government  for  night,  and  other  attend- 
ance upon  the  poor.  This  proposition  was  answered  by  an  insolent 
and  intolerant  manifesto  from  the  Intendant.  Upon  the  issue  of  this 
document  all  the  medical,  practitioners  of  the  town,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Drs.  Birt  and  Fisher,  resigned.  The  following  extracts  from 
the  manifesto  will,  we  think,  interest  our  readers : 

"  Every  physician  practising  his  profession  is  compelled  to  asisst 
the  sick  at  whatever  hour  of  day  or  night  he  may  be  called,  excepting 
during  the  hours  of  his  '  turn,'  referred  to  in  the  following  article, 
under  a  penalty  of  $40  for  each  occasion  in  which  he  fails  in  this  re- 
spect. 

"  There  shall  be  two  doctors  on  1  turn,'  in  order  to  attend  to  the  ex- 
traordinary calls  which  may  be  made  on  them  during  the  advanced 
hours  of  the  night, — i,  e.,  from  12  p.m.  to  7  a.m.  The  doctors  on  '  turn' 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  excuse  themselves  from  rendering  these  ser- 
vices, except  on  account  of  some  cause  made  good  to  the  satisfaction 
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of  the  authorities,  and  on  leaving  in  their  place  another  medical  man 
to  do  their  duty.  In  this  case  they  must  give  timely  notice  to  the 
Intendencia.  The  doctors  on  '  turn  1  shall  be  exempt  from  obligation 
of  assisting  any  patients  during  those  hours  not  comprehended  therein. 
Those  who  tail  in  whatever  is  comprehended  in  this  article  incur  a 
penalty  of  forty  dollars/' — Medical  Tunes. 

In  Luck. — A  Dr.  Melntyre,  of  Odiham,  operated  on  a  lady  about 
twenty  years  ago  for  femoral  hernia,  and  cured  it.  The  lady  died 
recently,  and  has  left  him,  as  one  of  her  executors,  a  legacy  of 
£100,  together  with  a  bequest  of  £4000,  "  in  testimony  of  his  great 
kindness  and  professional  skill." — Medical  Times* 

The  Fate  of  Margaret  Campbell. — A  pamphlet  throwing  a 
strong  light  on  the  responsibility  of  our  professiou  for  the  popularity 
of  abortion  is  "The  mvsterious  death  of  Margaret  Campbell  criti- 
cally examined,"  by  T.*  D.  Crothers,  M.D.,  (Albany,  X.  Y.).  This 
girl  died  from  a  criminal  abortion  produced  by  the  notorious  Mrs. 
Dr.  Burleigh.  This  villainous  woman  used  to  boast  that  if  she  hap- 
pened to  kill  a  customer  she  "could  send  for  two  doctors  and  a  cor- 
oner, and  have  the  matter  closed  up  at  once." 

The  result  proved  how  well  she  knew  her  ground.  "When  Marga- 
ret Campbell,  a  mistress  of  a  man  in  Troy,  was  dying  under  Mrs. 
Burleigh's  hands  in  consequence  of  an  instrumental  abortion,  she 
summoned  Dr.  J.  R.  Boulware  to  see  her,  who  either  made  no 
diagnosis,  or  would  not  acknowledge  that  he  made  a  correct  one. 
With  Dr.  C.  II.  Porter  he  made  a  post-mortem,  but  both  swore  they 
discovered  no  evidence  of  the  abortion.  A  second  autopsy  by  Dr. 
Henry  B.  Haskins  placed  the  fact  beyond  any  reasonable  doubt. 

The  woman  was  acquitted,  and  we  believe  the  two  physicians, 
whose  names  are  so  disreputably  mingled  with  the  aftair,  have  made 
no  attempt  to  explain  their  part  in  the  transactions.  They  are  both 
members  of  the  Albany  County  Medical  Soc  iety,  and  the  most  culpable 
one,  also  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society.  But  this  Society, 
at  its  last  meeting,  was  too  much  engaged  in  reforming  fundamental 
maxims  of  civil  law  to  call  to  account  this  promising  member.  We 
should  say  that  a  society  that  winks  at  offences  of  this  nature  itself 
badly  needs  a  reformation. — Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter^  March  10, 
1872. 

There  i-,  at  last,  a  university  in  Great  Britain  where  women  may 
study  medicine,  and  take  degrees  entitling  them  to  practise.  The 
University  of  Edinburgh  has  the  credit  of  taking  the  lead  in  the  re- 
form, ami  has  made  it  complete  by  authorising  the  establishment  of 
separate  classes  for  female  medical  students,  an  arrangement  not 
found  necessary  either  in  France  or  America,  but  agreeable  to  British 
habits.  Thi<  great  concession  is  due,  we  believe,  mainly  to  the  energy 
and  perseverance  of  Miss  S.  .Tex  Blake,  who  refused  to  be  driven  out 
of  Great  Britain  to  pursue  her  studios,  and  after  suffering  defeat  upon 
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defeat,  at  last  persuaded  the  Senate  of  the  Edinburgh  University  that 
women,  having  bodies,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  know  a  little  about 
them,  and  use  that  knowledge  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

Occupations  of  Women. — Some  very  interesting  particulars  are 
furnished  in  the  last  census  of  Massachusetts  of  the  variety  of  occu- 
pations pursued  by  women  in  that  State.  Besides  the  more  common 
kinds  of  employment  mentioned,  there  are  a  considerable  number 
which  few  persons  would  suppose  could  be  carried  on  by  women. 
The  total  number  employed  in  the  State  was  83,314,  divided  as  fol- 
lows: 37,393  domestics,  20,152  operatives,  6,210  teachers,  4,381 
seamstresses,  12,000  engaged  in  different  trades,  1,119  nurses,  1,154 
clerks,  782  boarding-house  keepers,  65  artists,  10  authoresses,  48 
physicians,  174  store-keepers,  and  14  postmistresses.  In  addition  to 
these,  under  the  head  of  miscellaneous,  were  1,626  persons,  including 
16  actresses,  2  coast  survey,  11  clairvoyants,  1  doll-shoe  manufac- 
turer, 1  electrician,  1  inventor,  2  mask-makers,  31  peddlers,  1  poet,  2 
pillmakers,  1  farmer,  1  innkeeper,  1  editor,  1  sculptor,  9  missionaries, 
1  plumber,  7  librarians,  and  195  waiters. 

Restoration  op  the  Strassburg  Library. — A  movement  has 
been  set  on  foot  for  this  purpose,  and  an  Honorary  Committee  formed, 
under  the  authority  of  Count  Bismark  Bohlen,  the  German  Governor 
of  Alsace,  to  collect  such  offerings  as  may  be  made  in  America  tow- 
ard the  restoration  of  not  only  one  of  the  oldest  libraries  in  Eu- 
rope, but  also  one  of  the  most  ancient  cradles  of  literature.  The 
committee  include  Prof.  Noah  Porter,  President  of  Yale  College ; 
Prof.  Joseph  Henry,  Smithsonian  Institute ;  William  Cullen  Bryant, 
editor  New  York  Evening  Post ;  A.  R.  Spofford,  Esq.,  Librarian 
of  Congress;  Edwin  L.  Godkin,  Esq.,  editor  of  The  Nation  ;  John 
A.  Appleton,  Esq.  (Messrs.  D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  N.  Y.) ;  Andrew  C. 
Armstrong,  Esq.  (Messrs.  Chas.  Scribner  &  Co.,  N.  Y.) ;  Melancthon 
M.  Hurd,  Esq.  (Messrs.  Hurd  &  Houghton,  X.  Y.) ;  George  W. 
Childs,  Esq.,  proprietor  of  Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia ;  J.  B.  Lip- 
pincott,  Esq.  (Messrs.  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  Philad'a) ;  E.  Steiger, 
Esq.,  New  York;  Michael  J.  Kelly,  Esq.  (Messrs.  Kelly,  Piet  &  Co., 
Baltimore)  ;  James  R.  Osgood,  Esq.  (Messrs.  J.  R.  Osgood  &  Co., 
Boston.);  Augustus  Elagg,  Esq  (Messrs.  Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  Bos- 
ton);  S.  C.  Griggs,  Esq.  (Messrs.  S.  C.  Griggs  &  Co.,  Chicago) ; 
Robert  .Clark,  Esq.  (Messrs.  R.  Chark  &  Co.,  Cincinnati)  ;  Col.  M. 
Richards  Muckle,  Ledger  Building,  60D  Chestnut  St.,  Philadelphia, 
Penn. 

Authors  are  invited  to  present  copies  of  their  works,  and  publish- 
ers selections  from  their  lists.  Reports  of  learned,  and  reprints  of 
publishing  societies,  and  duplicates  from  libraries,  will  be  welcome. 

Books  and  packages  should  be  sent,  and  all  communications  ad- 
dressed to  Col.  M.  Richards  Muckle,  Public  Ledger  Building,  600 
Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia.  Packages  may  also  be  sent  to  Mr. 
E.  Steiger,  22  Frankfort  Street,  New  York. 
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THE  SCIENCE  OF  MEDICINE.* 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : — I  have  selected  for  a  subject  upon 
which  to  make  a  few  remarks  at  this  time,  the  Science  of  Medicine. 
It  is  a  subject  that  has  special  interest  to  us  as  professional  men. 
It  is  continually  present  to  our  minds  in  our  daily  avocation.  It 
is  our  beacon-star,  that  directs  our  footsteps  and  sheds  its  light 
over  our  pathway.  It  guides  us  in  the  way  of  truth,  and  holds  us 
in  harmony  with  the  eternal  laws  of  God.  It  is  also  a  subject  not 
less  important,  and  should  be  not  less  interesting,  to  the  public  at 
large.  All  are  liable  to  need  its  beneficent  aid  at  any  time. 
Many  men  are  striving  to  avail  themselves  of  its  healing  powers, 
to  rid  themselves  of  wasting  disease  and  excruciating  sufferings. 
It  is  the  messenger  of  mercy  and  blessing,  and  though  it  may 
often  fail  to  cure,  yet  it  can  alleviate. 

*  Read  before  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  Maine,  by  A.  Reynolds,  M.D., 
of  Farmington,  at  its  semi-annual  meeting,  held  in  Gardiner,  Jan.  10th  1872. 
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We  are  assembled  here  to-day  as  the  guardians,  the  practition- 
ers, and  the  champions  of  this  science.  May  we  ever  be  mindful 
of  the  important  and  ennobling  trust  confided  to  our  care!  Let  us 
guard  with  unfaltering  hand  and  unswerving  purpose  the  truths 
of  our  beloved  science.  Let  us  fight  the  good  fight  in  her  defence, 
and  strike  down  and  mercilessly  expose  its  enemies  and  impostors. 
It  is,  in  truth,  no  secret  that  the  land  is  full  of  base  and  ignorant 
pretenders.  They  profess  to  be  the  most  skillful  of  practitioners, 
yet  they  are  as  ignorant  as  apes  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  our 
noble  science.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  I  refer  to  the  whole  race 
of  quacks,  wherever  found,  whether  among  eclectics,  allopaths, 
hydropaths,  homeopaths,  or  the  spiritless  clairvoyants. 

The  science  of  medicine  has  suffered  much  from  these  impostors 
and  humbugs.  It  has  been  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 
Incompetent  persons  are  ever  a  disgrace  and  stumbling-block  in 
any  progressive  movement.  Quacks,  unmitigated  nuisances,  have 
donned  the  name,  and  gone  forth  to  fleece  the  public,  because  they 
knew  the  people  had  confidence  in  the  New  School  of  Medicine. 
The  community,  being  thus  cheated  and  outraged,  have  often 
been  led  to  judge  the  whole  class  of  Eclectics  from  what  they  had 
learned  of  these  impostors.  Thus  has  Eclecticism  suffered  more 
than  from  all  other  causes  combined.  Now  it  is  high  time  that 
we  take  active  measures  to  prevent  further  injury  in  this  direc- 
tion. I  appeal  to  the  profession  to  be  on  its  guard  in  this  matter. 
If  a  man  announces  himself  as  an  Eclectic,  in  any  part  of  the  State, 
let  his  antecedents  be  investigated,  and  ascertain  whether  he  has 
any  right  to  the  name ;  if  he  has,  extend  to  him  the  friendly 
hand.  If  he  has  not,  then  let  him  be  publicly  denounced  and 
disowned.  Thus  may  we  save  our  noble  system  of  practice  from 
harm  at  his  hands. 

Our  duty  in  this  matter  of  quackery,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  care- 
fully protect  our  own  Eclectic  school  from  its  taint,  and  shield 
our  patrons  from  imposition.  This  is  our  inevitable  and  first 
duty.  Next,  in  general  way,  to  those  having  ears  that  are  will- 
ing to  hear,  let  us  denounce  quackery  in  all  its  forms,  in  all  sys- 
tems of  practice,  at  all  seasonable  opportunities.  The  duty  of  the 
public  in  this  matter  is  to  protect  themselves.  In  no  other  way 
can  they  be  effectually  shielded  from  quackery.    Do  you  ask  how 


1872.] 


The  Science  of  Medicine. 


489 


they  are  to  do  this  ?  Let  them  exercise  their  common  sense,  and 
a  reasonable  degree  of  shrewdness,  and  not  listen  to  the  flaming 
advertisements  and  pompous  talk  of  the  ignorant  braggarts  that 
roam  about  the  country. 

It  is  because  people  love  to  believe  incredulous  stories  and 
wondrous  things,  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  so  continually 
duped  and  humbugged.  It  is  perfectly  surprising  to  see  how 
easily  and  monstrously  they  can  be  deceived.  Just  recall  to  your 
own  minds  instances  that  have  transpired  in  your  own  neighbor- 
hoods during  the  past  year — instances  of  the  most  barefaced 
and  undisguised  deception,  blindly  submitted  to  by  the  populace. 
I  refer  particularly  to  instances  where  quacks  have  pretended  to 
possess  other  than  human  powers  of  healing  the  sick — that  have 
claimed  to  heal  by  the  "laying  on  of  hands"  ( — sometimes  even 
laying  on  hands  so  forcibly  as  to  knock  down  the  patient,  as  at 
Gardiner  recently.  No  doubt  the  shock  would  do  the  simpleton 
good,  in  mind,  if  not  in  body).  Is  it  not  surprising  to  one  of 
common  sense,  and  with  the  merest  rudiments  of  knowledge  at 
all,  that  any  but  the  most  simple  would  be  induced  to  believe 
in  any  such  preposterous  ideas  ?  Are  we  drifting  back  to  the  days 
of  sorcery,  enchantments,  and  incantations  ?  Belief  in  such 
things  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  in  savage  and  barbarous  com- 
munities ;  but  to  see  it  in  an  enlightened  community  is  disgusting 
and  humiliating.  To  show  to  what  extent  clairvoyants,  and 
others  of  the  same  kind,  have  duped  the  people,  let  me  relate  an 
instance  that  came  under  my  notice.  One  of  these  impostors 
visited  an  invalid,  a  young  lady,  and  directed  her  to  use  water  in 
phials,  which  he  said  contained  the  prescription  then  needful, 
and  when  that  was  exhausted,  to  fill  the  phials,  and  set  them  upon 
the  stand  at  night,  uncorked,  and  during  the  night  his  spirit 
would  come  and  enter  into  them ;  and  in  the  morning  they  could 
cork  the  phials,  and  they  would  be  ready  for  use.  The  directions 
were  followed,  but  did  not  effect  a  cure,  however.  But  it  shows 
how  simple-minded  and  credulous  people  sometimes  are.  Then 
there  are  the  so-called  Indian  doctors  going  through  the  country, 
as  though  Indian  ignorance  and  superstition  particularly  fitted  a 
man  to  understand  the  healing  art.  Formerly  the  water-cure 
doctors  were  much  in  vogue.    The  idea  that  water  will  cure 
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everything,  and  do  it  better  than  anything  else,  is  claiming  alto- 
gether too  much  for  it. 

The  hydropaths  claimed  so  much  for  their  hobby,  and  rode  it 
so  much,  that  it  broke  down.  Yet  we  are  grateful  to  them  for 
what  they  have  taught  us  in  regard  to  the  capabilities  of  water 
in  the  cure  of  disease,  and  its  equal  power  to  injure  if  improperly 
or  indiscriminately  applied.  We  glean  from  their  practice  what 
we  see  is  good  and  true  science,  and  let  go  the  errors  and  false 
theories.  The  homoeopaths  have  also  aided  the  advancement  of 
the  science  of  medicine.  Their  system  of  infinite  dilution  showed 
to  the  world  that  the  cure  of  disease  did  not  depend  upon  heroic 
measures,  like  bleeding  and  purging.  The  homoeopaths  believed 
that  the  dilution  made  the  medicine  more  potent.  But  to  the  un- 
biased it  was  evident  that  the  more  diluted  the  medicine  the  less 
it  embarrassed  the  efforts  of  nature  to  effect  a  cure,  and  it  was  easy 
to  infer  that  no  medicine  was  better  than  the  wrong  medicine. 
One  hundred  years  ago  this  principle  of  our  science  was  a  great 
addition  to  the  state  of  medical  literature.  Disease  was  looked 
upon  as  engaged  in  a  deadly  encounter  with  health,  and  the  phy- 
sician must  step  up  with  a  large  club  and  strike  valiantly.  It 
was  uncertain  which  would  be  hit,  disease  or  health,  but  it  was 
best  to  strike. 

Since  then,  we  have  learned  that  it  is  better  not  to  strike  unless 
we  know  which  we  are  going  to  hit.  To  the  Old  School  we  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  for  its  contributions  to  the  science  of  medicine. 
It  has  treasured  up  the  lore  of  centuries,  and  continually  added 
to  it.  It  has  the  fault  of  sometimes  clinging  to  error  as  tena- 
ciously as  it  does  to  truth.  It  has  sometimes  seemed  very  slow 
to  learn  that  certain  old  practices  were  radically  wrong.  It  has 
been  rather  severe  and  uncharitable  in  its  dealings  with  all  rival 
schools.  It  has  seemed  at  times  that  many  of  its  members  were 
more  wedded  to  conceit  than  to  science  ;  yet  in  its  ranks  it  num- 
bers many  noble  and  truly  progressive  minds,  that  are  willing  to 
investigate,  tear  down,  and  build  anew.  To  such  we  cheer- 
fully ascribe  all  praise,  and  welcome  their  efforts  for  the  upbuild- 
ing of  our  common  science.  Nevertheless,  large  numbers  of  the 
Old  School  still  cling  to  errors  and  ignorance  with  a  pertinacity 
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worthy  of  a  better  cause,  while  with  all  their  powers  they  decry 
all  innovations  and  innovators. 

Their  petty  animosity  is  particularly  vehement  against  rival 
schools  of  practice.  Is  there  a  professional  gentleman  present 
that  has  not  been  called  a  quack  by  these  conceited  men  ?  We 
have  made  war  upon  their  esteemed  remedies,  such  as  blue  pilb 
calomel,  tartar  emetic,  corrosive  sublimate,  sugar  of  lead,  nitrate  of 
silver,  and  other  pernicious  poison;  and,  that  our  fundamental 
principles  of  practice  might  be  taught  and  widely  disseminated, 
we  have  established  schools  for  educating  the  young  men  to  come 
up  to  the  healing  of  the  nations.  Thus  we  have  enraged  and 
brought  down  their  vials  of  wrath  on  our  heads.  We  have  ex- 
posed their  unscientific  practice  and  ignorance,  and  behold  how 
they  hate  us !  That  their  treatment  is  radically  wrong  may  be 
shown  by  a  few  examples.  They  give  blue  pill  to  stimulate  the 
action  of  the  liver  when  the  bile  is  deficient,  and  give  the  same  to 
restrain  the  action  of  the  same  organ  when  the  bile  is  in  excess. 
Blue  pill  they  give  in  inflammation  of  the  liver,  and  in  anaemia, 
when  it  has  been  conclusively  shown  that  mercury  in  any  form 
has  no  influence  whatever  on  the  secretions  of  bile  or  the  func- 
tions of  the  liver.  If  this  is  not  quackery,  gentlemen,  what  is  it? 
Nought  but  the  grossest  ignorance  and  the  most  complete  intel- 
lectual blindness  would  ever  prompt  men  to  such  a  course. 

Mercury,  in  all  its  forms,  acts  as  a  virulent  poison  to  the 
whole  system,  destroying  all  the  tissues  with  which  it  comes  in 
contact  It  is  no  wonder  it  will  destroy  inflammatory  growth ;  it 
will  destroy  healthy  growth.  But  is  it  good  practice  to  adminis- 
ter an  agent  for  the  removal  of  inflammatory  exudations  that  exerts 
a  like  destructive  action  upon  the  whole  system  ?  Is  that  a  part  of 
the  science,  I  ask?  The  science  of  medicine  long  ago  advanced 
beyond  all  such  procedures,  and  he  who  practises  in  this  way  is 
living  bchiud  his  time,  wrapped  in  ignorance  and  self-conceit. 

Another  too  prevalent  practice  is  the  free  and  too  indiscrimi- 
nate use  of  opiates.  The  allopaths,  if  called  to  a  patient  with 
severe  pain  and  great  suffering,  instead  of  removing  the  cause 
and  with  it  the  pain,  usually  give  an  opiate  to  cover  up  the  pain, 
which  also  locks  up  the  secretions,  deranges  digestion,  and  clogs 
the  whole  system.    Disease  naturally  locks  up  the  secretions  and 
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clogs  the  system,  and  opiates  aggravate  the  condition,  and  often 
make  the  disease  more  destructive. 

Thus  much,  in  regard  to  too  much  claiming  that  to  be  science 
which  is  not  science.  Now  let  us  consider  what  is  truly  the 
science  of  medicine. 

It  is  coming  to  be  understood  that  disease  is  the  direct  or  indirect 
result  of  the  transgression  of  the  laws  of  health.  If  the  laws  of 
health  had  always  been  obeyed  by  us  and  our  ancestors,  we  should 
belittle  troubled  with  disease.  The  majority  would  reach  to  the  age 
of  threescore  and  ten,  and  old  age  would  gather  us  home,  instead  of 
untimely  disease.  Disease  being  the  result  of  the  transgression  of 
the  laws  of  health,  the  cure  lies  in  obeying  those  laws,  and  under 
this  operation  returning  to  health.  The  rational  use  of  drugs  is  not 
to  shatter  and  break  down  the  constitution.  Already  disease  has 
done  too  much  of  such  work.  To  cure  is  to  restore  the  system,  to 
build  up  and  strengthen  the  constitution.  The  province  of  the 
physician  is  to  carefully  observe,  and  learn  how  nature  effects  a 
cure  in  every  case,  and  try  to  aid,  if  he  can  ;  if  not,  be  sure  and  not 
retard.  The  science  of  medicine  is  the  science  of  life  in  health 
and  in  disease.  It  includes  the  physiology  of  the  healthy  body 
and  the  pathology  of  the  diseased.  It  takes  cognizance  of  the 
effect  of  food,  and  all  that  pertains  to  the  body  in  health ; 
also  the  action  of  drugs  in  disease,  and  the  best  means  for 
the  restoration  of  health.  The  science  of  medicine  is  advanced 
just  in  proportion  as  these  laws  of  life  are  understood.  The  phy- 
sician should  be  the  servant  of  nature,  ever  ready  to  do  her  bid- 
ding, and  understanding  the  language  of  her  signs. 

When  the  doctor  is  called  to  the  bedside  of  the  patient,  it  is  his 
first  duty  to  understand  what  laws  of  health  have  been  trans- 
gressed, and  what  injuries  have  resulted  to  the  system;  then  he 
must  consider  how  he  can  aid  nature  in  repairing  this  injury.  He 
must  understand  the  exact  effects  of  drugs  under  all  the  various 
conditions  of  the  system,  and  decide  in  his  own  mind  what  medi- 
cine, in  the  case  before  him,  would  be  beneficial.  Think  not  that 
I  am  underrating  the  province  of  the  physician :  far  from  it.  I 
would  thus  exalt  it ;  it  is  ennobling  to  his  mind  to  feel  assured 
that  he  understands  the  intricate  workings  of  nature,  in  part  at 
least,  and  that  he  is  daily  learning  more,  and  can  strike  for  the 
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cure  of  disease  with  just  the  appropriate  instrument,  at  the 
right  t/me,  and  in  the  right  manner.  lie  is  conscious  of  his  skill, 
and  feels  not  belittled  in  extending  scientific  aid  to  nature. 
Neither  would  I  have  you  to  understand  that  I  think  nature 
would  effect  cures  without  the  aid  of  the  scientific  man  equally 
as  well  as  with  him.  Oftentimes  the  system  is  so  overpowered 
and  depressed  by  disease,  that,  without  the  timely  aid  of  the 
skilled  pb}'sician,  a  fatal  termination  would  speedily  ensue ;  but 
his  opportune  and  skilled  aid  removes  obstructions,  and  gives 
nature  a  chance  to  repair,  and  further  aids  her  in  the  work.  Nor 
is  this  all.  The  scientific  physician,  when  called  in  the  onset  of 
disease,  can  often  check  its  course  and  restore  to  health,  all  in  con- 
formity to  nature,  and  co-working  wTith  her. 

What,  then,  is  our  duty  in  regard  to  our  esteemed  science  ? 
Being  grateful  for  the  aid  we  have  received  from  the  results  of 
the  labors  and  observations  of  those  before  us,  we  should  strive 
to  contribute  our  mite  for  the  advancement  of  the  science  and  the 
benefit  of  the  profession.  We  must  carefully  observe,  study,  and 
search  out  the  hidden  works  of  nature.  Let  us  be  on  our  guard 
against  falling  into  error  and  false  theories.  If  under  a  certain  course 
of  treatment  a  man  recovers,  let  us  not  hastily  conclude  that  the 
treatment  cured  him.  It  may  possibly  be  that  the  treatment 
could  not  kill  him,  and  he  got  well  in  spite  of  it.  Let  us  watch 
every  case  with  eagle  eye,  and  learn  of  nature's  method  of  cure, 
and  try  to  aid  her.  Let  us  never  get  into  a  stereotyped  practice 
that  we  believe  to  be  infallible,  notwithstanding  patients  contin- 
ually die  under  it  If  a  course  of  treatment  fails  to  cure,  let  us 
strive  to  understand  why  it  failed  ;  if  it  cures,  why,  and  how  it 
aided  in  the  work.  Our  science  has  not  reached  a  state  of  comple- 
tion. A  great  work  still  remains  to  be  done.  Its  completion 
demands  the  active  energies  of  the  profession  for  many  years  to 
come.  The  great  work  is  so  vast,  it  is  doubtful  if  it  ever  does 
reach  completion.  But  this  is  no  cause  for  becoming  disheart- 
ened. 

The  advancement  of  medical  science  is  an  object  that  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  dear  to  every  member  of  the  profession.  It  should  be  made  a 
point  of  honor  with  each  member  to  strive  to  add  all  that  he  may  to 
the  general  stock  of  knowledge.    It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the 


The  Science  of  Medicine. 


[May, 


more  thorough  the  educational  preparation  of  the  several  members 
of  the  profession,  the  greater  will  be  their  efficiency  as  practi- 
tioners, and  the  more  they  will  contribute  to  the  advancement  of 
the  science.  Three  years  of  study  is  insufficient  for  the  proper 
preparation  of  the  man  for  the  practice  of  the  healing  art  with 
the  greatest  efficiency.  It  is  time  that  a  more  thorough  prepara- 
tion should  be  required.  The  Old  School  seem  to  hesitate  to  take 
the  lead  in  extending  the  course  of  study  from  three  years  to  six. 
Let  us  as  Eclectics  step  forward  in  this  good  work,  and  show  that 
we  are  ever  in  the  front  rank  of  progress.  Let  it  be  known 
to  the  public  that  a  man,  to  gain  a  diploma,  must  devote  six 
years  to  the  study  of  the  great  science  of  medicine,  in  all  its 
departments,  and  straightway  it  will  be  shown  to  the  world  that 
an  Eclectic  diploma  is  the  kind  to  be  sought  after.  Instead  of 
seeing  our  students  diminishing  in  numbers,  they  would  steadily 
and  rapidly  increase.  Let  the  public  learn  that  the  Eclectic 
requires  a  more  thorough  preparation  on  the  part  of  their  stu- 
dents than  any  other  school,  and  the  demand  for  Eclectic  physi- 
cians would  be  importunate  and  irresistible.  There  is  one  other 
subject  of  which  I  wish  to  speak  in  connection  with  this. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  our  common  schools,  where  many  of 
the  youth  acquire  all  the  school  education  that  they  ever  have, 
there  is  no  text-book  used  which  teaches  them  anything  of  anato- 
my, physiology,  and  hygiene.  They  are  reared  in  ignorance  of 
the  structure  and  vital  functions  of  the  various  organs  of  their 
bodies.  They  are  as  ignorant  as  the  beasts  of  the  field  of  their 
own  organization,  and  are  destitute  of  the  unerring  instinct  of  the 
brute  creation,  which  is  their  protection  and  preservation.  How 
then  are  they,  ignorant  of  what  they  are,  and  placed  amid  perils 
and  dangers  on  all  sides,  to  take  care  of  themselves  as  they 
ought  ?  They  are  left  to  blindly  follow  the  promptings  of  their 
own  appetites,  fancy,  or  inclination.  They  are  without  the 
restraint  which  a  full  knowledge  of  the  inevitable  results  of  such 
a  course  would  be  to  them. 

Yery  often,  if  a  person  knows  that  a  certain  course  of  action 
will  result  in  an  injury  to  his  health,  and  understands  why  it 
will,  he  will  be  restrained  from  it ;  whereas,  without  this  knowledge, 
nought  could  deter  him.    The  country  is  full  pf  invalids.  We 
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find  them  among  all  classes,  not  only  the  poorly  educated,  but 
those  who  have  received  the  most  finished  education.  We  find 
lawyers  and  clergymen  just  as  ignorant  as  any  other  in  regard  to 
the  physiology  of  the  human  system  and  the  laws  of  health. 
Much  of  this  ignorance  is  due  to  the  early  neglect  of  studying 
this  branch  in  our  common  schools.  Nine-tenths  of  all  the  sick- 
ness might  be  easily  prevented  were  the  people  educated  in  regard 
to  the  structure  of  the  human  system,  and  the  care  of  their 
health.  The  old  adage  that  "  an  ounce  of  prevention  is  better 
than  a  pound  of  cure  "  can  fittingly  be  applied  to  this  subject 
Many  diseases  are  so  easy  to  prevent,  and  so  hard  to  cure,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  measures  of  preven- 
tion. Take,  for  instance,  that  scourge  of  our  race,  consumption. 
How  often  proper,  intelligent  care  of  the  health  would  pre- 
vent the  supervention  of  this  most  fatal  malady!  Take  the 
whole  list  of  dyspepsies  and  indigestion,  and  consider  how 
much  a  little  knowledge  of  the  physiology  of  digestion  might 
do  in  the  way  of  prevention  of  these.  The  like  may  be  said  of 
many  other  diseases.  The  requisite  amount  of  knowledge  of 
these  subjects  is  easy  to  be  obtained  from  text-books  prepared 
expressly  for  the  purpose.  One,  two,  or  three  terms  of  study 
would  afford  all  the  instruction  necessary.  This  same  study 
would  be  just  as  valuable  a  discipline  to  the  mind  as  the  same 
amount  of  study  devoted  to  the  higher  mathematics.  Much  of 
the  mathematics  learned  at  school  is  of  little  use  in  after  life, 
whereas  this  knowledge  of  anatomy,  physiology,  and  hygiene 
will  be  of  daily  use  as  long  as  life  lasts.  It  is  time  that  the  State 
required  this  instruction  to  be  given  in  our  schools.  Let  every  one 
present  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  urge  this  matter  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public.  The  public  look  to  our  profession  for  coun- 
sel and  information  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  health, 
and  will  respectfully  consider  all  suggestions  emanating  from  us. 
Let  us  not  be  derelict  in  our  duty.  Thus,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
I  have  briefly  considered  this  subject,  the  Science  of  Medicine. 

Many  more  things  there  are  of  which  I  would  gladly  speak  to 
you,  but  I  must  forbear  for  the  present. 
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CASE  OF  TOXJEMIA,  THE  EESULT  OF  VACCINATION 
BY  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

William  McCabe,  33 1  6  months,  born  in  Ireland,  and  residing 
at  347  East  11th  Street,  was  brought  for  treatment  to  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Dispensary,  No.  223  East  26th  Street,  Jan.  10th,  1872. 
His  mother  stated  that  he  had  always  been  very  healthy  up  to  the 
time  of  his  vaccination,  December  21,  '71,  by  the  public  vaccinator. 
The  vaccination  did  not  produce  any  symptoms  of  vaccinia  until 
about  the  ninth  day,  when  an  areolar  inflammation  of  some  three 
inches  in  diameter  developed  itself  very  rapidly  without  having 
any  pustule  in  the  centre,  bat  instead  an  irregular-shaped  scab. 
This  inflammation  lasted  some  eight  or  nine  days  without  spread- 
ing farther,  after  which  it  terminated  quite  abruptly,  leaving  a 
large,  irregular,  rather  ovoid,  scab,  nearly  an  inch  in  its  long  diame- 
ter, and  much  depressed  from  the  surrounding  integument.  Im- 
mediately thereafter  the  child  became  quite  delicate,  very  restless, 
and  had  an  eruption  break  out  on  the  lips  and  around  the  mouth, 
on  or  about  the  8th  of  January,  which  was  shortly  followed  by  an 
eruption  on  the  hard  palate,  tongue,  and  fauces.  The  child  now 
refused  to  nurse,  became  feverish,  with  the  bowels  very  consti- 
pated, and  had  a  violent  dry  cough.  There  was  some  nausea. 
The  mother  had  given  01.  Kicini  in  doses  of  3  j  each  for  three 
days  successively,  with  only  one  operation,  of  a  very  dark  color. 
The  vaccinator  failing  to  call  again,  the  mother  was  advised  to  go 
to  the  Eclectic  Medical  Dispensary,  which  she  did. 

The  child  had  a  constant  irritative  cough,  which  commenced 
the  day  previoas,  which  was  due  to  an  eruption  on  the  tongue 
and  fauces,  and  extending  to  the  epiglottis.  It  was  of  a  creamy 
color  on  the  tongue,  and  thickly  studded  with  it.  The  lips, 
nostrils,  and  chin  were  covered  with  a  pustular  eruption  on  an 
inflamed  base,  in  various  stages  of  development  not  unlike 
crusta  lac  tea.  Nostrils  very  much  excoriated.  Pulse  small, 
120  per  minute.  Skin  hot  and  dry,  quite  feverish,  bowels  con- 
stipated, urine  scant  and  brown  in  color.  Nausea  present,  but  no 
inflamed  gums  indicating  dental  irritation.  The  only  position  in 
which  the  child  could  be  held  was  horizontally,  and  with  its  head 
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lower  than  its  shoulders — eyes  turned  upward  and  head  rolling 
from  side  to  side,  indicating  considerable  congestion,  with  perhaps 
some  effusion.  I  ordered  cloths  rung  out  of  cold  water  put  to  the 
head,  and  prescribed  :  I£.  Fl.  ex.  rhei,  fl.  ex.  menthas  virid.  aa. 
3  ij.,  fl.  ex.  agrimoniie  3  iv.,  potasses  bicarb.  3  ss,  aquae  3  ij.  M. 
S.,  gttxxx  four  times  a  day.  fy.  Sodas  boratis  3  ij.,  myricin  3i., 
aquie  bullient.  3  iv.  M.  S.,  swab  out  the  mouth  and  throat  fre- 
quently with  it.  Ijfc .  Tinct  populi  balsamiferae  (oculi)  ss.,  gly- 
cerine |j.  M.  S.,  apply  this  to  the  excoriations  of  lips  and 
nostrils. 

Up  to  Jan.  17th  the  case  had  made  but  little  progress,  although 
the  eruption  on  the  tongue,  lips,  and  nose  had  almost  disappeared 
so  that  it  was  enabled  to  nurse  again.  But  the  eruption  had  now 
appeared  on  the  back  part  of  the  head  and  neck,  both  in  small 
pustules  and  large  blotches,  on  an  inflamed  base.  There  was  less 
coughing,  but  no  abatement  of  the  fever.  The  bowels  had  moved 
freely,  urine  passed  in  larger  quantity  of  the  same  dark  appearance, 
but  the  head  seemed  as  bad  as  ever.  The  child  would  only  rest 
in  a  recumbent  position.  Prof.  Paul  W.  Allen  was  called  in  to 
see  the  child,  and  suggested  that  acetate  of  potassa  be  added  to 
the  medicine,  with  a  view  of  relieving  the  distressing  head  symp- 
toms, by  promoting  increased  secretion  from  the  kidneys.  I 
prescribed:  Fl.  ex.  rhei,  fl.  ex.  menthce  vir.  aa.  3  ij.,  fl. 
ex.  rumicis  3  iv.,  potassa3  acetatis  3  ij.,  aqua?  3  ij.  M.  S.,  3  ss. 
four  times  a  day.  Also  5.  Acidi  carbolici  gr.  xxx„  glycerinae 
3  jss.   M.  S.,  apply  this  to  the  eruption  twice  a  day. 

From  this  time  up  to  Jan.  24th  the  child  gradually  grew  worse, 
and  as  the  eruption  disappeared  from  one  place  it  would  break  out 
at  another.  Cough  continued,  bowels  regular,  the  urine  passed 
freely,  but,  notwithstanding,  the  fever  was  on  an  increase,  so  that 
by  the  21th  the  pulse  had  reached  180.  An  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation set  in  on  the  21st,  commencing  at  the  shoulder-joint  of  the 
left  arm,  having  involved  the  entire  limb  to  the  wrist  by  the  24th 
of  Jan.  On  the  22d  of  Jan.  the  first  scab  came  off  the  arm, 
covered  with  unhealthy  pus,  and  leaving  a  deep,  foul  ulcer,  dis- 
charging offensive  matter.  By  the  24th  another  scab  had  formed 
over  the  ulcer,  beneath  which  purulent  discharges  issued  con- 
stantly.   The  eruption  had  increased  in  extent,  covering  all  of  the 
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back  of  the  neck  and  reaching  down  the  back,  with  the  skin 
intensely  inflamed.  Dr.  Wm.  D.  Chesebrough  was  consulted  the 
second  time,  and  regarding  it  as  a  hopeless  case  of  toxaemia,  it  was 
decided  to  continue  treatment  with  the  view  of  mitigating  the 
symptoms  only.  Prescribed:  Fl.  ex.  veratri  virid.,  fl.  ex. 
lobelias  aa.  3vj.,  aquae  Oj.  M.  S.,  apply  as  a  fomentation  to 
the  inflamed  arm,  changing  cloths  as  often  as  they  become  dry. 
Also  continue  the  other  treatment  as  may  be  needed.  On  the 
following  day  the  eruption  terminated  suddenly,  it  having  covered 
the  space  between  the  scapulae  as  far  down  as  the  apex,  and 
reaching  fully  two- thirds  around  the  neck  anteriorly,  involving 
the  left  ear.  The  inflammation  spread  rapidly  down  the  hand  of 
the  left  arm,  until  it  reached  the  ends  of  the  fingers.  On  the  25th 
of  January,  the  entire  large  scab  covering  the  extensive  eruption 
from  the  occiput  down  to  between  the  scapulae,  became  detached, 
leaving  a  deep  ulcer  and  discharging  copiously  the  most  offensive 
pus.  The  odor  from  the  whole  body  now  became  most  sickening. 
The  axillary  glands  were  not  enlarged,  but  the  submaxillary 
were  quite  so.  The  child  continued  to  nurse  up  to  within  a  day 
before  its  death,  the  throat  having  became  worse.  From  Jan. 
26th  to  28th  it  had  internal  spasms  alternately  and  it  commenced 
sinking  rapidly.  On  the  night  of  the  28th  it  was  seized  with 
convulsions  of  the  left  side  of  the  whole  body,  which  continued 
up  to  its  death  at  half-past  six  o'clock  the  following  morning, 
January  29th.  Soon  after  death  the  corpse  assumed  a  purplish 
appearance. 

In  the  certificate  of  death  the  cause  was  given  as  vaccina  spuria, 
which  was  shortly  after  returned  by  the  Board  of  Health,  with  the 
request  to  state  how  death  was  produced  by  vaccina  spuria,  and 
where  the  vaccine  virus  was  procured,  with  which  the  child  had 
been  vaccinated,  signed  by  Dr.  Chas.  P.  Eussel,  Kegistrar  of  vital 
statistics,  and  to  which  I  rejoined  that  the  cause  of  death  was  vac- 
cinia spuria  resulting  in  toxaemia  from  vaccination  by  the  Board 
of  Health,  and  for  further  information  referred  him  to  their 
vaccinator,  who  had  used  such  virus  in  vaccinating  this  child. 
Nothing  more  was  heard  about  this  case  until  after  the  burial  of 
the  child,  when,  to  my  astonishment,  the  afflicted  parents  informed 
me,  that  four  doctors  of  the  Board  of  Health  had  called  at  the 
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house  to  inspect  the  corpse,  before  they  granted  a  permit  for 
burial,  and  that  after  speaking  of  its  being  a  very  remarkable 
case,  had  the  assurance  to  tell  the  father  of  the  child,  that  it  had 
died  of  erysipelas,  and  that  I,  not  having  made  out  a  proper  certifi- 
cate of  death,*  they  would  attend  to  it  now  and  make  out 
another.  (?)  tThe  father,  however,  told  them  that  his  child 
had  been  poisoned  with  their  vaccine  virus,  and  could  not  credit 
one  word  of  their  assertion,  that  erysipelas  had  caused  the  death  of 
his  only  child. 

The  vaccinator  stated  then  and  there,  that  he  had  called  only 
once,  some  three  weeks  after  vaccinating  the  child,  and  on  finding 
it  asleep,  did  not  look  at  its  arm,  and  failed  to  call  again. 

Prof.  Paul  W.  Allen,  and  Win.  D.  Chesebrough,  M.D.,  both 
having  seen  this  case,  are  ready  to  corroborate  this  statement;  and 
they  gave  as  their  opinion  that  toxa3mia  was  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  this  child. 

Yery  respectfully, 

K.  E.  Kunze,  M.D. 


AN  INTEKESTIMj  CASE  IX  PRACTICE. 

BY  S.  H.  POTTER,  M.  D. ,  HAMILTON,  OHIO. 

Henry  G.,  aet.  16,  nervous  bilious  temperament,  well  built, 
good  size,  and  well  developed,  for  a  youth  of  his  age,  had  never 
been  sick  until,  about  three  weeks  ago,  he  had  three  exacerbations 
of  fever,  preceded  by  distinct  chills  every  other  day,  which  had 
been  treated  successfully  with  quinine,  followed  by  tonic  bitters, 
and  he  had  perfectly  recovered. 

On  the  morning  of  September  17th  last,  he  arose  and  attended 
to  his  usual  duties  on  a  farm,  feeling  perfectly  well ;  ate  a  hearty 
breakfast,  and  felt  not  the  least  indisposition  until  10  o'clock  a.m., 

*  In  regard  to  the  assertion,  that  the  certificate  had  not  been  made  out  prop- 
erly, why  was  it  not  returned  to  me  for  correction  as  the  attending  physician? 
Why  did  not  the  Board  of  Health  notify  me  to  be  present  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  true  cause  of  death  of  this  child?  Whom  did  they  wish  to 
shield,  by  thus  trying  to  ascertain  it  secretly?  These  are  certainly  questions  of 
much  importance.    Will  the  Board  of  Health  answer  them.  B.  E.  k. 
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when  he  felt  a  sudden  chill,  which  increased  to  a  severe  "  shake," 
continuing  until  12  M.,  two  hours,  when  he  "commenced  vomit- 
ing and  purging  bloodjr  water,"  attended  with  cramping  of  the 
muscles  of  the  abdomen,  legs,  and  arms.  Dr.  Ingalls  and  myself 
were  called  to  see  him  at  2J  p.m.  No  pulse  was  perceptible  at  the 
wrists  ;  surface  covered  with  a  cold  perspiration ;  face,  feet,  and 
hands  were  purple,  wrinkled,  and  shrunken,  just  like  a  person  in 
the  collapse  of  cholera.  His  mind  wandering,  had  little  apprecia- 
tion of  anything,  and  was  aroused  with  great  difficulty  to  make 
any  response.  Swallowing  was  very  difficult,  and  respiration  was 
sighing,  slow,  very  laborious.  He  still  vomited  bloody  water,  and 
cramped  about  once  in  fifteen  minutes,  which  was  followed  by  in- 
voluntary intestinal  evacuations  of  water  mingled  with  blood, 
similar  to  that  ejected  from  the  stomach.  His  thirst  was  very 
urgent,  trying  to  swallow  with  great  exertion  and  greediness 
whatever  was  put  to  his  mouth.  There  was  great  restlessness, 
throwing  his  arms  about,  trying  to  bare  his  breast  and  to  kick  off 
the  covering  from  his  limbs.  The  eyes  were  sunken,  and  the  ex- 
pression of  the  features  pointed  and  Hippocratic.  His  condition 
and  appearance  were  similar  to  patients  in  the  last  stage  of  cholera, 
except  that  the  ejections  and  dejections  were  cold  bloody  water 
instead  of  "  cold  rice-water  "  in  appearance  and  character. 

Treatment. — Into  half  a  teacupful  of  good  brandy  we  put 
10  drops  spts.  camph.,  20  of  essence  menth.  pip.,  and  one  tea- 
spoonful  of  tinct.  opii ;  and  after  arousing  him  as  thoroughly  as 
possible,  we  succeeded  in  getting  it  down  him.  Wiped  the  cold 
sweat  thoroughly  from  his  entire  surface,  and  wrapped  his  limbs 
and  body  snugly  with  warm  flannels.  Then  applied  dry  hot 
bricks  and  flat-irons  to  his  feet,  limbs,  and  armpits,  covering  him 
pretty  heavily  with  dry  bed-clothing,  so  as  to  raise  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  surface  with  dry  hot  air  as  speedily  as  he  could  bear 
it  without  burning  him.  In  half  an  hour,  gave  him  iodide  of 
ammonia  grs.  vij.,  sulph.  quinine  grs.  iij.,  in  brandy  and  water  aa. 
1  j.  ss.  Constant  attention  had  to  be  paid  to  the  bed-clothing  and 
wrappings,  holding  them  and  him  forcibly,  to  keep  him  in  posi- 
tion on  the  bed  and  the  clothing  around  him,  he  was  so  restless. 
At  the  expiration  of  an  hour,  all  evacuations  and  cramps  had 
ceased  ;  the  pulse  was  plainly  perceptible,  respiration  and  degluti- 
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tion  much  improved  ;  and  he  began  to  have  interims  of  quiet, 
and  showed  a  disposition  to  sleep.  Gave  him  an  eggnog  in  which 
was  three  table-spoonfuls  of  brandy  and  well  sprinkled  with  black 
pepper  instead  of  nutmeg. 

At  the  end  of  two  hours,  or  at  4£  p.m.,  the  general  reaction  was 
so  good,  and  he  was  so  quiet  and  comfortable,  that  we  thought  it 
quite  safe  to  leave  him.  Prescribed  quinine  grs.  ij.  every  two 
hours.  Gave  orders  to  remove  the  flannels  and  hot  applications 
as  soon  as  his  surface  generally  was  naturally  warm  without  them ; 
to  give  him  warm  beef- tea  well  peppered,  cream,  soup,  or  warm 
new  milk,  in  moderate  quantities,  every  hour  or  two  ;  be  sure  to 
keep  the  extremities  warm,  and  watch  him  closely  and  nurse  him 
thoroughly,  keeping  the  room  well  ventilated,  as  it  was  a  warm 
and  sultry  night. 

September  18th,  10  a.m.  Found  the  patient  comfortable.  He 
had  no  sickness  at  the  stomach,  and  only  one  action  of  the  bowels, 
in  our  absence  ;  had  relished  his  nourishment,  and  rested  pretty 
well.  He  felt  "  very  weak,  but  good.''  His  "  muscles  felt  sore 
from  the  cramps,"  otherwise  felt  "  like  getting  well."  Continued 
the  quinine  every  four  hours,  and  nourishment  at  longer  intervals. 
After  this  the  recovery  was  so  good  and  early,  that  on  the  fifth 
day  he  was  discharged  from  treatment,  except  a  tonic  three  times 
a  day.    Has  had  no  relapse,  except  one  slight  chill. 

Remarks. — This  attack  was  as  unexpected,  sudden,  and  rapid  in 
its  progress  to  collapse  as  a  severe  case  of  cholera.  The  train  of 
symptoms  identical,  except  the  mere  appearance,  and  perhaps  the 
constituent  elements  of  the  evacuations  by  mouth  and  bowels,  and 
the  indications  were  the  same  as  those  in  cholera.  It  required 
nearly  the  same  treatment  I  have  so  often  adopted  successfully  in 
cholera.  Of  course  we  regarded  it  as  a  form  of  intermittent,  where 
the  excess  in  evacuations  took  the  place  of  great  reaction,  or  high 
fever  succeeding  the  heavy  "chill  and  shake,"  until  a  collapse  was 
reached.  What  is  that  subtle  poison  in  the  blood  we  call  malaria, 
which  produces  so  sudden,  severe,  and  disastrous  results,  unless 
neutralized  and  remedied  by  prompt  and  skillful  treatment? 
Many  similar  cases,  though  not  of  so  grave  a  nature,  have  occurred 
under  my  care  in  this  great  Miami  valley. 
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JAUNDICE. 

BY  C.  D.  E.  KIRK,  M.D. 

Jaundice  is  a  sympton  of  all  diseases  of  the  liver  in  which  the 
bile  is  obstructed.  It  consists  of  the  retention  and  absorption  of 
the  coloring  matter  of  the  bile — a  deposit  of  the  same  in  various 
structures,  principally  the  conjunctiva  and  skin,  and  sometimes  in 
deeper  structures,  as  of  the  eye,  causing  yellow  vision  ;  also  in  the 
nails  and  internal  organs.  It  may  arise  from  some  impediment 
to  the  free  passage  of  bile  from  the  lobules  of  the  liver  where  it  is 
secreted,  to  the  duodenum,  and  its  consequent  absorption  ;  and  per- 
haps, by  defective  action  on  the  part  of  the  liver,  the  materials  of 
the  bile  not  being  removed  from  the  blood. 

We  are  informed  by  text-books  on  practice,  that  the  causes  of 
jaundice  are :  congestion  of  liver  and  portal  system,  hypersecre- 
tions, spasm,  temporary  obstruction  of  the  biliary  ducts,  chronic 
diseases  of  the  liver,  etc.,  etc. 

The  symptoms  are  well  known  by  the  busy  practitioner,  and  it 
is  the  pathological  conditions,  or,  as  some  would  call  them,  com- 
plications, that  we  wish  more  particularly  to  notice.  However,  I 
will  give  the  general  symptoms  as  given  by  Copland :  The 
patient  generally  complains  of  a  severe,  heavy,  or  lancinating 
headache,  with  a  sense  of  heat,  particularly  in  the  forehead  ;  and 
he  frequently  falls  into  a  state  of  despondency  or  melancholy,  or 
becomes  morose.  There  is  sometimes  lethargy  and  frequent 
watchfulness.  The  tongue  and  palate  are  coated  with  a  yellowish 
coat,  and  a  bitter  taste  is  felt  in  the  mouth.  The  appetite  is  ex- 
tremely irregular,  sometimes  being  entirely  lost,  at  other  times 
ravenous.  Thirst  is  usually  present.  Pain,  weight,  or  a  dragging 
sensation,  and  tenderness  are  often  felt  at  the  epigastrium ;  fre- 
quently with  flatulence  and  eructations,  nausea,  difficult  or  pain- 
ful digestion,  and  vomiting  of  a  bitter,  acrid,  and  somewhat  dark 
fluid.  In  some  cases  acute  pain  rises  in  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon duct,  and  increases  as  it  reaches  the  epigastrium,  with  more 
or  less  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  liver  and  top  of  the  right 
shoulder,  beneath  the  right  scapula  or  between  the  shoulders. 
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The  treatment  of  jaundice  Las  changed  often,  all  physicians 
relying  more  or  less  upon  some  specific,  generally,  however,  for  the 
simple  sporadic  kind  ;  but  when  specifics  are  tried  in  cases  of  an 
epidemic  form,  such  as  betray  more  or  less  malignancy,  they 
almost  invariably  lose  their  reputed  action  ;  and  unless  we  look 
well  to  diagnosis  and  prepare  the  patient  for  the  administration 
of  the  specific,  we  will  often  fail  in  obtaining  the  desired  result. 

The  chionanthus  virginica,  or  fringe-tree,  is  said  to  be  as  much 
a  specific  for  jaundice  as  quinine  is  for  intermittent  fever.  This 
I  have  found  to  be  true  when  the  patient  is  well  prepared  for  its 
specific  action ;  but  should  there  be  a  complication,  such  as  a 
derangement  of  the  kidneys,  congestion  of  the  nerve  centres, 
alkalinity  or  acidity  of  the  blood,  etc.,  etc.,  we  must  remove  the 
complications,  and  at  the  same  time,  or  immediately  after  their 
removal,  give  in  appropriate  doses  the  specific. 

The  following  case  will  give  the  reader  a  very  good  idea  of  my 
plan  of  treatment : 

M.  M.,  aet.  6.  I  treated  this  little  girl  for  malarial  remit- 
tent fever  about  eight  or  ten  days  ago.  The  fever  gave  way 
rapidly,  but  the  child  did  not  get  quite  well,  when  it  was  noticed 
that  her  bowels  did  not  act,  and  she  slept  too  much  ;  complained 
of  a  pain  in  her  bowels.  Sent  a  simple  tonic  by  her  father  on 
his  representation  of  the  case ;  was  called  next  day,  and  found  a 
well-marked  case  of  jaundice. 

The  eyes,  palms  of  hands,  etc.,  very  yellow ;  bowels  costive ; 
oil,  patent  pills,  etc..  have  no  action.  Actions  after  enema  very 
hard.  Sleepy,  stupid,  cold  extremities,  weak,  fine  pulse,  and 
dilated  pupils. 

Treatment:       I£.    Con.  tine,  aconite  root, 

Con.  tine,  belladonna,  aa.  gtts.  x. 
Water,  J  iv.   M.  et  s. 

Give  a  teaspoonful  every  hour  to  an  hour  and  a  half;  at  the 
same  time  give  a  strong  sirup  of  chionanthus  virg.;  move  the 
bowels  with  simple  enema;  give  no  more  purgatives. 

The  patient  made  a  slow  but  permanent  recovery.  No  other 
attention  by  physician,  and  only  the  above  prescription  used. 

Fern  Springs,  Miss. 
2 
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Explanation  Concerning  Gynaecology. 

In  the  Reporter  of  February  10th,  ]STo.  781,  I  read  a  commu- 
nication from  one  Dr.  Bahnson,  in  which  he  makes  a  terrific  on- 
slaught upon  another  correspondent,  "Medicus"  by  name.  It 
being  probable  that "Medicus"  is  entirely  annihilated,  I  "rise  to 
explain." 

That  the  science  of  gynaecology  merits  attentive  study  by  every 
practitioner  of  medicine,  I  presume  every  sane  man  will  readily 
admit;  but  that  it  is  necessary  to  run  rabid  upon  the  subject,  at 
the  least  intimation  of  doubt  in  respect  to  any  of  all  its  boastful 
achievements  and  success,  I  certainly  should  not  admit.  I  pre- 
sume it  has  been  the  province  of  your  assailed  correspondent,  as  it 
has  been  mine,  to  witness  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  speculum 
and  cauterization.  I  think  it  is  this  that  he  cries  out  against,  and 
not  the  removal  of  polypi.  I  venture  he  would  say,  a  Good  fellow, 
Dr.  Bahnson ;  go  on,  remove  more,"  but  it  is  in  regard  to  those 
knights  of  the  speculum  and  caustic,  in  whose  vivid  imagination 
about  one-half  of  their  female  patients  are  seriously  afflicted  with 
ulceration  of  the  os  or  cervex  uteri,  or  other  uterine  malady,  that  he 
would  cry,  "  Hold,  consider !  "  They  insist  upon  a  digital  or  specu- 
lar examination,  because  it  is  necessary r,  of  course.  They  thank  God 
they  never  examined  a  woman  thus  unless  it  was  very  necessary, 
oh  no !  I  know  a  case  in  which  the  use  of  the  speculum  was 
attempted  in  a  girl  fifteen  years  of  age  for  alleged  ulceration.  The 
evidence  of  her  virtue  was  of  a  most  decided  character,  and  after 
considerable  futile  manipulation  the  pain,  hemorrhage,  and  shock 
wrere  so  severe  that  the  "  celebrated"  was  fain  to  desist.  The  result 
was,  a  brother  practitioner  had  a  patient  for  some  weeks. 

It  has  been  my  fortune  to  treat  a  goodly  number  of  cases  from 
the  hands  of  these  same  specialists,  who,  after  months  of  suffering, 
had  left  them  in  disgust.  In  the  most  of  these,  appropriate  con- 
stitutional treatment  was  quickly  successful  in  restoring  them  to 
health.  And  now  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  nine-tenths  of  the 
cases  that  are  treated  by  cauterization  throughout  the  country  may 
be  cured  just  as  quickly  without  this  humiliating  method  of  treat- 
ment.   But  to  illustrate  this  boasted  superior  knowledge  and  skill, 
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I  mention  a  case  :  Mrs.  S.,  after  over  four  months'  special  manipula- 
tion and  cauterization,  found  herself  bed-fast,  and  dismissed  her 
skillful  attendant;  and  I  was  called.  With  some  difficulty  I  re- 
placed an  enlarged  and  badly-retroverted  uterus,  and  after  the 
introduction  of  a  double  lever  supporter,  she  almost  immediately 
arose  from  her  bed,  and  after  wearing  the  instrument  a  short  time, 
it  was  removed,  and  she  is  a  well  woman  now.  But  on  the  point 
of  knowledge  and  cleverness,  I  notice  one  more  case. 

Mrs.  M.,  after  years  of  suffering,  was  recommended  by  her  last 
medical  attendant  to  call  another  physician.  lie  was  also  one  of 
those  fellows  who  perambulate  with  a  speculum  under  one  arm 
and  a  stick  of  caustic  under  the  other.  He  had  had  years  of 
boasted  success — he  did  have  pecuniary  success — in  this  branch 
of  the  profession.  He  pronounced  the  case  prolapsus  of  the  womb 
— after  an  ocular  inspection  of  the  parts.  1  was  called  and  found 
a  case  of  retroversion  of  the  bladder,  with  almost  entire  procidentia 
of  the  organ,  the  fundus  protruding  from  the  vulva.  I  relieved 
the  sufferings  of  the  patient  and  the  distended  bladder  simultane- 
ously, by  a  simple  operation. 

I  hope  you  will  never  infer  from  what  I  have  written  that  I 
condemn,  the  use  of  the  speculum.  Not  at  all ;  only  the  wholesale 
use  of  it,  because  it  pays.  Dr.  Bahnson  is  right;  it  does  pay.  Five, 
ten,  and  even  twenty  dollars  an  operation  !  Of  course !  It  is  so 
wonderfully  difficult  to  perform  !  I  wish  to  claim  for  my  medical 
brethren  honesty  and  integrity  of  character.  I  keep  a  speculum,  and 
use  it  when  I  think  it  required.  I  have  not  found  it  difficult  tc 
manipulate,  but  perhaps  I  do  not  do  it  scientifically.  I  am  always 
glad  to  award  praise  to  every  merited  success. 

Theo.  W.  Stull,  M.D. 

Mare.vgo,  (III.) 

Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  April,  1872. 


Why  Physicians  Disagree.    By  Carl  Both. 

In  a  former  paper  (Cells  and  their  Life)  we  said,  all  physicians 
agree  in  what  they  know ;  they  disagree  in  what  they  do  not 
know.  This  is  mathematically  correct.  If  all  physicians  knew 
what  they  ought  to  know,  they  would  never  disagree  in  practice, 
any  more  than  two  equally  and  thoroughly  trained  mechanics 
would  disagree  relative  to  repairing  a  piece  of  machinery ;  and 
therefore  it  is  evident  that  all  the  differences  of  disagreement  in 
practice  among  physicians  is  owing  to  ignorance.  As  an  illustration 
of  the  correctness  of  this  statement,  we  give  the  following :  "In 
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1854  we  were  studying  in  Gottingen,  where  the  great  Prof.  Fuchs 
illuminated  our  heads  with  his  eloquent  pathology — a  great  work 
of  its  kind,  consisting  of  fifteen  thick  volumes,  which  have  given 
many  a  diligent  student  the  headache.  Prof.  Fuchs  was,  at  his 
time,  one  of  the  most  prominent  teachers  of  medicine  in  the  world, 
and  when  any  student  succeeded  in  getting  fairly  into  his  head 
these  fifteen  volumes,  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  consider  himself 
a  highly-educated  physician.  The  University  of  Wiirtzburg  is 
about  a  day's  journey  from  Gottingen,  where  we  went  with  a  view, 
if  possible,  of  carrying  to  a  still  higher  eminence  our  already 
acquired  knowledge.  The  now  famous  Yirchow  was  then  there 
concocting  his  subtle  cellular  theories.  But  we  were  not  a  little 
astonished  to  find  that  we  did  not  even  understand  what  our  fel- 
low-students were  talking  about !  they  called  the  hard-acquired 
fifteen  volumes,  1  old  plunder!'  It  was  one  of  the  most  dis- 
couraging days  of  our  life.  But  we  soon  found,  in  addition  to 
this,  that  our  anatomy  was  insufficient,  although  we  had  studied 
it  very  hard  for  two  years  under  the  famous  Henle.  We  had 
therefore  to  study  anatomy  again ;  the  greater  part  of  what  we 
were  the  most  proud  of  had  to  be  thrown  overboard  as  useless,  to 
make  room  for  something  better.  Before  we  went  to  Wiirtzburg 
we  considered  our  anatomy  as  excellent ;  we  have  studied  it  ever 
since,  and  do  not  know  it  so  well  to-day  as  we  thought  we  did  then. 
We  were  also  very  proud  of  our  knowledge  of  chemistry ;  but 
Prof.  Scherer  took  all  the  pride  out  of  us  in  this  respect  in  almost 
no  time.  The  fact  was,  that  what  we  had  learned  in  Gottingen  in 
1854,  was  for  the  most  part  such  knowledge  as  better  suited  1754, 
while  in  Wiirtzburg  medical  science  of  1854  was  demonstrated." 
Prof.  Fuchs  in  Gottingen  was  an  old  man,  very  famous  and  proud, 
and  of  course  perfect,  and  if  alive  to-day  would  teach  the  same 
old  plunder  just  as  then ;  and  were  he  to  live  for  centuries  would 
continue  to  teach  it  without  an  iota  of  change.  But,  fortunately 
for  the  students  of  Gottingen,  he  is  dead.  Like  Humboldt,  in  re- 
gard to  his  Kosmos,  he  thought  what  he  had  learned  in  early  life 
was  equally  good  in  his  old  age ;  and  this  is  just  the  difficulty  or 
disease  of  medical  colleges  and  teachers,  and  hence  the  difference 
of  views  and  practice.  One  professor  demonstrates  the  knowledge 
of  1672,  another  of  1772  ;  another,  who  has  kept  up  with  the  times 
that  of  the  present,  1872,  while  still  another,  who  is  far  in  advance, 
that  which  will  be  suitable  for  1972. 

Some  twenty  years  since  it  was  prophesied  by  O.  W.  Holmes, 
a,  Professor  at  Harvard,  that  in  1870  Homoeopathy  would  be  an 
unheard  of  thing.  We  have  now  reached  1872,  and  Homoeopathy 
is  not  only  in  existence,  but  bids  fair,  if  things  go  on  as  at  present, 
to  take  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  in  1892. 
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Homoeopathy  was  a  very  good  thing  (so  readily  comprehended 
that  almost  any  old  lady  can  demonstrate  it),  and  much  easier  to 
acquire  than  the  fifteen  volumes  of  Prof.  Fuchs,  and  were  we  living 
in  1772  should  prefer  it  to  his  difficult  works.  We  think  the  learned 
Professor  of  Harvard,  0.  W.  Holmes,  is  wrong  in  trying  to  harm 
the  doctrine,  and  in  denouncing  its  disciples.  If  a  homoeopath  is 
asked  he  will  say  that  he  belongs  to  a  new  "school,  '  while  he 
calls  the  others  the  uold  school."  Hahnemann  used  to  say  so, 
and  he  was  right  then,  but  this  is  some  time  ago — say  fifty  3'ears. 
And  if  Hahnemann,  who  was  a  very  ingenious  man,  were  now  here 
and  should  take  observations  of  the  advanced  medical  knowledge  of 
the  present,  he  would  throw  his  own  work  into  the  fire  very  quickly. 
At  the  time  Hahnemann  was  a  student,  medical  knowledge  at  best 
amounted  to  about  as  much  as  what  most  school-boys  know  better 
to-day.  Had  he  have  known  what  we  of  to-day  know  he  would 
have  done  very  differently,  but  he  did  as  well  as  he  knew, 
and  that  is  as  much  as  any  man  can  do.  If  a  student  of  Harvard 
College  becomes  a  homoeopath,  he  does  so  because  he  believes  it  to 
be  an  improvement,  and  he  does  as  well  as  he  knows  ;  he  cannot 
do  better.  The  very  fact  that  Harvard  students  become  homoeo- 
paths favors  the  logical  conclusion  that  the  knowledge  taught  and 
acquired  at  that  college  is  of  an  inferior  character,  even  to  that  of 
Hahnemann.  A  man  who  thoroughly  understands  medicine  of 
1872,  can  no  more  become  a  homoeopath  than  an  ox-team  can  run 
a  race  with  the  locomotive  to  San  Francisco.  A  student  does  not 
become  a  homoeopath  through  villainy,  but  because  he  believes  it 
the  better  process.  A  scientific  medical  education  of  1672  con- 
sisted in  the  anatomy  of  Leuwenhoek,  Swammerdam,  Ruysch, 
Harvey,  Malpighi,  and  the  pathology  of  Galenus;  of  1772  in  the 
anatomy  of  Morgagni,  the  physiology  of  Haller,  and  the  pathology 
of  Albin.  But  a  scientific  medical  education  of  1872  consists  of 
the  anatomy  of  a  Henle,  Koelliker,  and  Virchow,  of  such  physi- 
ology as  is  taught  by  men  like  Ludwig,  Pflueger,  Bois-Ravmoud, 
etc.  ;  of  chemistry  as  taught  by  Soberer ;  in  physics  as  taught  by  the 
Webers,  Huxley,  and  others;  in  diagnosis  as  taught  by  Scoda 
and  Bamberger;  in  reasoning  as  taught  by  a  Kant,  Darwin,  and 
Vogt;  and  in  judgment  as  taught  by  a  Bismark.  A  man  thus 
educated  never  becomes  a  homoeopath,  nor  yet  an  allopath,  or  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  The  foundation  of  a  medical  education  is  anat- 
omy. Can  a  student  learn  anatomy  from  reading  11  one-horse  shay  ?" 
Or  with  a  knowledge  of  the  anatomy  of  1672,  can  he  be  expected 
to  reason,  or  to  act,  as  is  demanded  in  1872  ?  Can  a  student  study 
physiology  from  a  book?  or  learn  pathological  chemistry  from 
the  airs  with  which  the  "  Schmiercur"  is  introduced  into  Boston? 
If  a  student  is  instructed  in  the  pathology  of  Paracelsus,  of  Hoff- 
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mann,  of  Stahl,  or  of  Brown,  and  sees  their  practice  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts General  Hospital,  can  he  be  a  pathologist  of  1872  ? 

Is  a  man  blameable  if,  when  he  sees  that  fusil-oil  and  brandy  in- 
jures a  man  who  is  sick  with  fever,  he  rather  gives  water  by  drops  ? 
or  if,  when  he  sees  that  bromide  of  potassium  is  prescribed  in  every 
case  with  no  more  reason  than  that  Brown-Sequard  prescribed  it, 
or  because  it  is  just  now  the  fashion,  gives  a  little  sugar  instead? 

The  reason  why  homceopathists  exist,  is  found  in  the  fact  that  these 
men  have  not  as  yet  begun  to  understand  the  A,  B,  C,  of  modern 
scientific  medicine ;  and  the  reason  why  they  have  not,  is  because 
their  teachers  neither  taught  nor  knew  it  themselves ;  and  the 
reason  why  it  was  not  known  or  taught,  is  because  that  neither  the 
public  nor  the  government  know  or  care  anything  about  it.  We 
are  neither  a  poet  nor  a  prophet;  but  we  predict,  with  certainty, 
that  homoeopathy,  with  its  harmless  adherents  and  remedies,  will 
keep  ahead  of  the  fantastic  and  dangerous  pathology  of  1600  or 
1700,  and  that  the  last  homoeopath  will  have  left  Harvard  or  any 
other  college  from  the  very  moment  when  the  scientific  medicine 
of  1872  is  taught  by  men  who  understand  it  themselves.  The  tree 
is  said  to  be  known  by  its  fruits ;  and  if  the  homoeopaths  are  to  be 
condemned  as  irregular  and  quackish  physicians,  then  surely  their 
teachers  are  worthy  of  a  much  more  severe  condemnation.  The 
person  who  makes  the  dies  and  plates  for  the  manufacture  of  coun- 
terfeit money  is  equally,  if  not  more,  guilty  than  the  one  who  issues 
or  gives  it  circulation.  The  students  of  Harvard  Medical  School, 
who  afterward  become  homoeopathists,  are  all  examined  by  their 
professors,  and  receive  a  diploma  of  their  medical  qualification  as 
physicians.  It  must  therefore  be  evident  that  these  professors  are 
either  incompetent,  and  therefore  unqualified,  to  teach  and  examine 
students  in  medicine,  or  these  homceopathists  possess  all  the  requi- 
site qualifications,  or  the  whole  thing  becomes  a  mere  farce.  And 
further,  if  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  should  expel  the 
homceopathists  who  have  received  their  diplomas  from  Harvard,  it 
thereby  not  only  virtually  and  actually  disregards  and  condemns 
the  said  diplomas,  and  stamps  them  as  worthless,  but  also  proves 
the  whole  faculty  that  gave  them  incompetent  to  give  diplomas.  If 
this  is  not  a  pleasant,  it  is  a  logical,  conclusion. 

But  we  will  conclude  by  saying  that  physicians  disagree — ac- 
cording to  the  century  from  which  their  knowledge  comes.  The 
knowledge  of  1672  cannot  agree  with  that  of  1772,  and  that  of 
1872  will  probably  prove  inharmonious  with  that  of  1972.  Knowl- 
edge and  things  advance  as  time  runs — fast  and  still — the  newest 
and  best  fashions  of  to-day  become  old  and  ludicrous  in  twenty 
years. — Good  Health,  April,  1872. 
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ITypodermic  Injection  of  Strychnia  in  Optic  Atrophy. 

In  a  paper  in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science  of  Jan.  1, 
Prof.  J.  J.  Chisholm  confirms  the  results  obtained  by  Prof.  Nagel 
of  Tubingen,  by  injecting  strychnia  hypodermically  in  amaurosis. 
(See  July  number  New  Remedies,  1861.)  He  has  found  in  three 
cases  (one  of  which  had  resisted  all  treatment  for  seven  mouths)  of 
liemeralopia  a  few  doses  of  the  strychnia  sufficient  to  effect  a  cure. 
A  case  of  almost  total  blindness  from  atrophy,  following  choroido- 
iritis,  which  had  been  dismissed  after  long  treatment  as  incurable, 
was  subjected  to  this  treatment.  One-fourth  of  a  grain  of  the 
sulphate  of  strychnia  in  ten  minims  of  water  was  ordered  to  be 
injected  under  the  skin  night  and  morning.  In  four  days  the 
patient  could  see  sufficiently  to  go  about  the  city  alone ;  in  six 
weeks  he  could  read  the  large  type  heading  the  daily  newspaper. 
In  nearly  every  instance  the  patient  experienced  the  brightening 
of  the  light  in  less  than  half  a  minute  after  the  injection.  In 
one  instance,  in  which  the  fortieth  of  a  grain  was  accidentally 
thrown  into  a  vein,  the  sensations  of  light  and  a  feeling  of  muscu- 
lar twitchings  were  apparently  simultaneous  with  the  emptying  of 
the  syringe. 

Besides  this  case  Prof.  Chisholm  has  tried  the  treatment  in  a 
number  of  cases,  11  doing  harm  to  none  and  benefiting  all  more  or 
less."  He  commences  usually  with  the  one-sixtieth  of  a  grain, 
graduallv  increased  to  one-thirtieth,  twice  a  day. — New  Remedies, 
April,  1872. 


On  the  value  of  Quinine  as  a  Prophylactic. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Hamilton*  states  that  during  the  wet  season  of  1866 
he  was  in  charge  of  a  battery  of  135  men,  stationed  at  Jubbulpore, 
East  Indies,  and  that  quartered  in  the  same  barracks  was  a  regiment 
of  infantry,  numbering  500  men.  To  the  artillerists  he  served  out 
3  grs.  of  quinine  every  other  morning  ;  the  infantry  got  none. 

The  result  was,  he  never  had  more  than  4  per  cent,  sick  at  one 
time,  whilst  of  the  regiment  300  were  on  the  sick  and  convalescent 
list  from  malarious  disease  at  one  time,  so  that  the  regiment  was 
temporarily  almost  destroyed.  Afterward  quinine  was  also  served 
to  the  regiment,  but  the  men  being  already  saturated  with  malaria, 
its  prophylactic  powers  were  not  so  apparent.  As  the  result  of  ex- 
periment he  believes  cinchonia  to  come  first  in  prophylactic  power, 
quinine  next,  and  a  long  way  after  this  quinoidine. — Indian  Medical 
Gazette,  November  1,  1871. 


510 


Alcoholic  Paraplegia. 


[May, 


Treatment  of  Retention  of  Urine  in  Impermeable  Stricture  of  the 
Urethra. 

Dr.  P.  A.  O'Connell,  late  Medical  Director  of  the  :c  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  U.  S.  Army  "  (Lancet,  March  1,  1872),  describes  an 
expedient  which  he  had  recourse  to  after  failing  to  pass  a  catheter, 
and  which  he  has  since  found  useful  in  other  cases.  "Having 
upon  my  office-table  an  india-rubber  hand-syringe,  consisting 
simply  of  a  rubber  pouch  or  ball,  with  a  hard  rubber  stem  to  it, 
that  I  generally  used  as  a  part  of  Politzer's  apparatus  for  inflat- 
ing the  middle  ear,  it  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  made  use  of 
as  an  exhauster, — a  suction-instrument, — and  that  by  this  means, 
perhaps,  the  stream  of  water  could  be  started.  Acting  upon  this 
idea,  I  took  a  catheter  of  medium  size,  made  a  perforation  in  its 
extreme  end,  and  passed  it  down  to  the  stricture.  Then,  squeez- 
ing the  rubber  pouch  so  as  to  drive  out  the  air,  I  connected  it  by 
means  of  a  short  piece  of  india-rubber  tubing  with  the  catheter 
already  in  the  urethra,  and,  allowing  it  to  expand  gently, — in- 
structing the  patient  at  the  same  time  to  make  a  gentle  effort,  and 
only  a  gentle  effort,  to  pass  his  water, — I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
learning  that  the  experiment  had  become  a  success,  and  that  the 
man  was  relieved." 


Alcoholic  Paraplegia. 

Dr.  Samuel  Wilks,  in  a  communication  to  the  Lancet,  March 
9,  1872,  calls  attention  to  a  lecture  on  this  subject  which  was 
delivered  by  him  in  October,  1867.  In  the  course  of  the  lecture 
he  says  that  he  has  seen  many  persons,  especially  ladies,  who 
have  entirely  given  themselves  up  to  the  pleasures  of  brandy- 
drinking,  and  have  consequently  been  rendered  paraplegic.  A 
loss  of  power  is  first  observed,  accompanied  by  pains  in  the  limbs, 
which  might  indicate  a  chronic  meningitis  of  the  spinal  cord,  and 
in  some  cases  there  is  anaesthesia.  There  is  at  the  same  time 
some  amount  of  feebleness  of  other  parts  of  the  body,  as  well  as  of 
the  mind,  and  thus  an  approach  to  general  paralysis  is  produced  ; 
but  sometimes  the  symptoms  are  almost  confined  to  the  legs, 
and  resemble  in  character  those  of  locomotor  ataxy.  In  regard 
to  the  treatment,  this  is  hopeful.  He  recommends  the  iodide  or 
bromide  of  potassium  before  commencing  galvanism  or  a  tonic 
course,  but  insists  strenuously  upon  the  removal  of  the  primary 
cause  of  the  complaint,  and  says  that  there  is  no  reason  to  fear 
that  either  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens  or  death  will  be  induced 
by  the  complete  withdrawal  of  alcohol  when  the  system  is  being 
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poisoned  by  it.  u  I  liave  seen  persons,"  he  says,  "  more  especially 
ladies,  lying  on  their  beds  surrounded  by  friends  waiting  lor  their 
last  moments,  where  scarcely  a  mouthful  of  food  had  been  taken 
for  months,  where  the  prostration,  increased  by  urgent  sickness, 
was  extreme,  and  where  they  were  constantly  plied  with  brandy 
to  keep  them  alive  a  little  longer;  and  yet,  in  such  cases,  where 
the  diagnosis  was  clear,  from  the  blood  of  the  patient  being  over- 
charged with  poisonous  elements,  and  the  room  stinking  with  the 
fetid  vapors  of  the  body,  I  have  recommended  a  withdrawal  of 
every  drop  of  the  so-called  '  stimulus,'  and  with  effects  more 
marvellous  than  any  one  who  has  not  adopted  the  plan  can  con- 
ceive." 


Sulphate  of  Iron  in  Poisoning  by  Jihus  Toxicodendron  and  in 
Erysipelas. 

Dr.  Webster  saw  a  young  man  the  day  after  exposure.  His 
face  was  so  swollen  that  he  could  see  with  neither  eye,  and  there 
was  some  eruption  on  the  arms  and  scrotum.  Ordered  lotion  of 
ferri  sulph.  3  ss.  to  Oj.,  applied  one  layer  of  cotton  cloth.  In 
two  or  three  hours  he  could  open  one  eye,  and  the  next  morning 
was  very  much  improved.    Kecovered  rapidly. 

Dr. -Breed  spoke  of  the  use  of  sulph.  ferri  in  erysipelas,  3  j.  to 
3  vj.,  applied  in  the  same  way.  It  relieves  itching,  redness,  and 
swelling  very  rapidly. — Lynn  Med.  Soc.  Trans.,  Boston  Med.  and 
Surg.  Jour.,  April,  1871. 


The  Pathology  of  Painting. 

Mr.  Liebreich  proposes  (British  Medical  Journal,  March  9, 
1872)  to  give  a  lecture  at  the  Royal  Institution  as  to  the  effects 
of  certain  faults  of  vision,  with  special  reference  to  Turner  and 
Mulread\\  Himself  an  accomplished  artist,  this  great  ophthal- 
mologist has,  in  studying  the  various  periods  of  Turner's  style, 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  later  aberrations  which  some 
connoisseurs  have  affected  to  admire  were  demonstrably  the  result 
of  a  physical  change  in  the  refraction  of  the  eye,  by  which  illumi- 
nated points  were  converted  abnormally  into  illuminated  lines. 
Tracing  the  advance  of  the  disease  by  the  increasing  eccentrici- 
ties of  pictorial  effect,  he  has  been  able  repeatedly  and  with 
accuracy  to  date  precisely  the  pictures  and  sketches  of  the  later 
period  by  this  means  of  purely  optical  and,  so  to  speak,  medical, 
diagnosis ;  and,  by  producing  a  similarly  aberrant  dispersion  of 
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light,  he  will  be  able  to  demonstrate  before  the  eyes  of  the  specta- 
tors the  conversion  of  pictures  of  the  earlier  into  those  of  the  later 
style  of  the  great  artist.  In  the  case  of  Mulready,  Mr.  Liebreich 
has  determined  that  the  so-called  change  in  manner  which  marks 
his  later  pictures,  and  which  are  characterized  by  an  excessive 
prevalence  of  purple  tints,  was  due  to  increasing  yellow  degener- 
ation of  the  crystalline  lens  of  the  painter's  eye ;  and  that  by  the 
use  of  a  corrective  yellow  glass  the  color  of  his  later  works  may 
be  brought  into  strict  accordance  with  that  of  his  earlier  paint- 
ings. A  subject  which  he  painted  twice — once  in  middle  life, 
and  again  in  his  later  years — will  also,  by  a  simple  optical  con- 
trivance, afford  an  opportunity  of  demonstrating  this. — Med, 
Times,  April,  1872. 


Varnish  for  Pills. — By  A.  F.  Haselden". 

In  the  Conference  "Year-Book  of  Pharmacy  "  for  1870,  at 
page  53,  may  be  found  the  following  form  for  a  pill-varnish,  viz. : 
— Ether,  100  parts  ;  balsam  of  tolu,  10  parts  ;  colophonium,  1  part; 
absolute  alcohol,  10  parts :  macerate  until  the  resin  is  dissolved. 
The  tolu  balsam  must  be  previously  digested  four  hours  in  hot 
water,  and  then  dried  and  added  to  the  rest.  The  mode  of  coat- 
ing is  by  putting  the  granules  with  sufficient  of  the  varnish,  which 
is  found  out  by  practice,  into  a  shallow  circular  porcelain  evapo- 
rating-dish,  and  quickly  shaking  them  round.  The  process  of 
drying  may  be  quickened  by  throwing  them  into  a  sieve,  and 
keeping  up  the  rotatory  motion.  Pills  in  large  quantities  in  the 
same  way ;  in  small  quantities,  in  pots  having  an  egg-shaped 
bottom.  I  have  employed  a  similar  varnish  for  several  years, 
but  I  simplify  the  form  for  preparing  the  solution.  In  the  first 
place,  I  omit  the  colophony,  or  resin,  as  being  neither  necessary 
nor  agreeable ;  and,  instead  of  digesting  fresh  balsam  of  tolu  in 
hot  water,  I  take  the  resin  of  tolu,  the  waste  product  after  pre- 
paring the  syrup.  I  use  less  ether  and  more  alcohol,  thereby  ob- 
taining a  less  costly  result,  and  one  equally  good, — the  only  ad- 
vantage of  a  large  quantity  of  ether  being  the  drying  of  the  var- 
nish in  a  shorter  time ;  but,  for  general  purposes,  I  find  it  dries 
quickly  enough.  If  very  rapid  drying  be  necessary,  methylated 
chloroform  is  the  best  solvent.  My  proportions  are  the  follow- 
ing: Resin  of  tolu,  3  parts;  rectified  spirit,  6  parts;  methylic 
ether,  2  parts :  well  shaken  until  all  that  will  is  dissolved.  Use 
the  clear  solution.  Iodide  of  iron  pills  are  well  preserved  by  this 
coating,  and  also  granules  of  secale  cornutum,  as  suggested  by 
Dr.  Skinner,  of  Liverpool.  For  preserving  secale  in  a  portable 
state  the  plan  is  good ;  for,  if  there  should  be  any  difficulty  in 
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swallowing  the  granule?,  they  can  be  readily  crushed  into  a  coarse 
powder  and  taken  with  water.  I  have  also  employed  this  solution 
as  a  liquid-stopping  for  the  teeth,  applied  by  means  of  cotton- 
wool, and  have  found  it  more  manageable  and  less  disagreeable 
than  the  various  solutions  of  mastic.  If  it  could  be  deprived  of 
color  and  odor  without  destroying  its  adhesive  quality,  it  would 
be  better  still.  I  have  tried  for  this,  but,  at  present,  without  suc- 
cess.— London  Pharm.  Journal. 


Method  of  Extracting  Quinine  from  the  Quinoidine  of  Commerce. — 
By  Dr.  I.  E.  De  Vry. 

One  hundred  parts  of  the  quinoidine  are  dissolved  by  the  aid 
of  a  gentle  heat,  with  stirring,  in  a  solution  of  50  parts  of  tartaric 
acid  in  200  parts  of  water,  and  the  whole  is  then  set  aside.  If 
the  quinoidine  contains  any  quinine,  as  it  generally  does,  the 
liquor  forms  after  some  days  a  crystalline  paste  more  or  less  thick, 
which  is  to  be  put  on  a  cloth.  The  brown  syrupy  liquid  is  allow- 
ed to  drain  as  much  as  it  will,  and  then  more  lluid  is  expressed 
from  it,  without  the  use  of  too  much  force,  after  which  the  residue 
is  dissolved  in  4  times  its  weight  of  boiling  water  and  filtered 
whilst  hot.  As  the  bitartrate  of  quinine  is  soluble  in  hot  and  not 
in  cold  water,  on  cooling  it  is  deposited  in  crystals,  which  may 
be  decolorized  by  repeated  solution  and  recrystallization.  In  this 
manner  Dr.  De  Yry  has  obtained  from  2  to  3  grammes  of  the 
brown  crystals  from  12  grammes  of  Howard's  quinoidine. — Bul- 
letin de  la  Soc.  Royale  de  Pharm.  de  Bruxelles. 


Articular  Caries  of  the  Knee- Joint.     Amputation. — By  Prof.  Z. 
Freeman,  M.D. 

Knee-joint  diseases  are  difficult  of  cure  owing  to  the  extended 
articular  surface  involved,  including  cartilaginous  and  ligamentous, 
and  the  fact  that  mobility  aggravates  the  difficulty. 

I  have  treated  a  great  many  joint-diseases,  and  have  been  in 
most  cases  unexpectedly  successful  with  them.  If  caries  has  not 
already  commenced,  I  can,  almost  always,  control  the  disease. 

In  chronic  cases,  depending  upon  a  scrofulous  or  syphilitic 
dyscrasia,  I  use  such  constitutional  treatment  as  corrects,  as  much 
as  possible,  that  condition  of  the  system  (proper  attention  to  the 
skin,  in  bathing  and  friction,  or  such  as  the  circumstances  may 
require).  Fluid  extracts  Podophyllum  and  Leptandra,  at  times  in 
doses  of  twelve  or  fifteen  drops  in  syrup  or  water,  to  act  upon  the 
secernent  glandular  system,  increasing  the  secretion  of  bile  and 
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mucus  for  depurating  purposes.  To  enrich  the  blood  and  neutral- 
ize any  purulent  tendency,  dissipating  latent  inflammatory  dis- 
position, I  give  internally:  1$.  Syrup  iodide  iron,  comp.  syrup 
hypophosphite  of  soda,  lime,  magnesia,  iron,  and  Scotch  whisky, 
aa.  Dose,  teaspoonful  or  dessertspoonful  in  a  little  water,  half  an 
hour  after  each  meal.  I  find  this  treatment  in  scrofulous  and 
anaemic  cases  answers  a  good  purpose  in  improving  the  condition 
of  my  patient 

Cupping  and  scarifying  over  the  joint,  rubbing  croton  oil  into 
the  incisions,  are  powerful  means  for  producing  active  suppurative 
counter-irritation,  and  are  also  effective  in  displacing  the  irrita- 
tion from  the  joint-surface  to  the  surface  of  the  skin.  This  practice 
has  been  used  by  me  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  I  owe  my 
success  in  these  diseases  to  these  rough  measures  persistently 
carried  out. 

This  may  seem  to  the  readers  of  this  journal  like  what  it  calls 
"  shot-gun  practice ;"  probably  it  is — but  apropos  of  "  shot-gun 
practice,"  this,  as  Mr.  Lincoln  would  say,  "reminds  me  of  a  little 
story,"  that  my  friend,  Dr.  Greve,  the  druggist,  was  telling  me. 
He  says,  "  When  I  was  a  boy  I  used  often  go  with  George,  hunting 
squirrels  and  other  game.  I  carried  a  shot-gun,  but  George,  ignor- 
ing the  idea  of  shotguns,  carried  a  rifle ;  his  persistent  boasting 
of  his  prowess  with  the  rifle  had  almost  convinced  me,  against  my 
better  judgment,  that  the  rifle  was  the  gun  for  game;  but  somehow 
I  always  shot  the  most  game,  and  sometimes  came  home  quite 
loaded  when  George  scarcely  had  any.  Still  he  persisted  that  the 
rifle  was  the  best  gun  for  game,  and  I  would  get  more  as  I  lessened 
the  size  of  my  shot  and  the  charge  of  my  powder.  I  still  had  faith 
in  his  determined  protestations,  and  followed  his  advice ;  but  I  only 
knocked  over  a  few  sparrows  and  bluebirds,  and  such  little  truck, 
while  the  larger  game  ran  off  shaking  their  tails,  rather  amused 
with  the  tickling  sensation  in  their  rear  produced  by  the  diminu- 
tive leaden  pellets." 

This  is  my  reason  for  such  prescription  and  procedure  in  such 
.cases,  where  there  are  pathological  conditions  and  complica- 
tions, with  demonstrating  symptoms  that  need  combinations  of 
therapeutical  agents,  also  measures  to  correct  them.  We  know  of 
no  rifle-ball  that  will  unerringly  hit  the  beast  in  the  head,  but 
a  combination  may  often  be  the  grand  specific  for  the  complication. 

Among  the  cases  referred  to  above  was  one  who  visited  me 
from  Greensburg,  Indiana.  He  was  pale,  anaemic,  and  exceedingly 
debilitated  from  pain  and  suffering  in  the  knee.  The  knee  had 
been  swollen  largely  for  about  a  year,  was  white,  excepting  where 
the  dilated  and  flattened  veins  were  seen  over  its  surface;  he 
walked  with  crutches,  unable  to  touch  even  his  toes  to  the  ground. 
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The  knee  was  sensitive  to  pressure,  and  was  quite  stiff,  or  allowing 
only  the  slightest  degree  of  motion,  and  that  with  much  pain.  I 
treated  him  as' above,  alternating  the  suppurative  counter-irritation 
with  poultices  of  elm  and  stramonium  leaves,  and  iodide  of 
potassium  lotion,  made  by  using: 

9-  Iodide  potass.,  3  j. 
Tinct.  aconite,  j  j. 
"Water,  5  vij.  M. 

This  case  got  entirely  well,  so  that  he  could  walk  without 
crutches  or  cane,  but  his  knee  remained  somewhat  stiffened. 

The  case  I  design  reporting  is  that  of  Mr.  R.  About  three 
years  ago  he  came  to  me  walking  with  a  crutch — the  knee  much 
stiffened,  swollen,  and  painful.  He  was  able  to  bear  only  a  little 
weight  on  the  limb,  and  flexion  was  painful.  He  had  been  suffer- 
ing for  over  a  year,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  an  aggravated  form 
of  white  swelling  were  developing.  He  was  of  scrolulous  diathesis 
— some  of  his  people  had  been  afflicted  with  scrofulous  disease. 
I  gave  him  the  above-mentioned  internal  treatment,  also  cupped 
and  scarified  about  the  knee-joint  and  rubbed  croton  oil  into  the 
incisions.  As  the  inflammation  developed  in  the  scarifications,  I 
ordered  elm  and  stramonium  poultices;  and  as  the  cuts  healed,  I 
ordered  iodide  potass,  lotion  for  two  weeks,  used  as  a  wet  dressing 
about  the  knee — after  that,  cup  and  scarify  and  use  the  irritating 
or  comp.  tar  plaster  to  reinduce  suppuration,  and  then  follow 
with  elm  and  stramonium  poultices,  and  with  iodide  potass, 
lotion.  This  course  relieved  him  completely;  he  got  stout  and 
hearty,  threw  away  his  cane  and  looked  quite  well,  only  the 
knee  was  a  little  stiff. 

Afterward  he  took  a  trip  to  Kansas  and  got  cold,  and,  wearied 
by  over-exertion,  walking,  and  exposure,  reproduced  a  similar 
difficulty.  I  was  absent  from  the  city  at  the  time,  and  the  case 
fell  into  other  hands.  Their  treatment  differed  from  mine,  and  of 
course  was  not  so  effective  in  producing  relief.  After  suffering 
about  a  year,  T  was  called  to  amputate  the  limb.  I  found  him 
very  feeble  and  emaciated,  the  knee  considerably  swollen  and 
very  painful  to  even  a  slight  amount  of  pressure.  Any  attempt 
to  move  the  patella,  or  move  the  joint  in  the  least,  caused  excruci- 
ating pain,  showing  how  sensitive  the  joint  surfaces  were.  There 
had  been  an  abscess  of  the  joint,  which  had  opened  in  three 
places,  one  on  the  inner  border  of  the  ligamentum  patella  and  one 
on  the  outer  border.  These  two  latter  had  closed,  while  the 
third  opening,  located  on  the  upper  external  border  of  the  patella, 
led  to  a  large  deep  abscess  on  the  side  of  the  thigh,  running  into 
the  popliteus,  and  also  communicating  with  the  cavity  of  the 
joint.    This  was  still  open,  and  discharged  a  large  amount  of  pus. 
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This  was  such  a  knee  as  in  my  judgment  would  have  admitted 
of  resection  by  excising  the  head  of  the  tibia  and  condyles,  or 
trochlea  of  the  femur,  and  thus  saving  the  leg  by  shortening  the 
limb ;  but  after  consultation  with  patient  and  friends — his  very 
feeble  condition,  marked  scrofulous  dyscrasia  and  disposition  to 
purulency  —  the  probability  that  his  recuperative  power  was 
scarcely  equal  to  healing  in  such  severe  resection,  while  he 
might  survive  amputation,  and  his  fear  of  risking  anything 
but  amputation,  I  proceeded  to  amputate  the  thigh  in  its"  lower 
third. 

After  amputation,  I  applied — Carbolic  acid,  3  js  ;  glycerine, 
§  j.  M.  over  the  surface  of  the  flaps,  and  saturated  the  group  of 
ligatures  with  it.  It  was  dressed  in  the  ordinary  way  (dry  dress- 
ing), sutures,  straps,  retainer,  and  roller.  Nearly  three  weeks  have 
transpired  ;  it  is  doing  finely,  healing  kindly,  and  no  suppuration, 
or  a  very  little,  about  the  group  of  ligatures.  Reaction  was  rather 
slow,  but  plenty  of  brandy,  eggnog,  beef-tea,  porridge,  table-tea, 
and  other  "  shot-gun  practice,"  sustained  feeble  nature,  and  all 
was  well. 

Post-Amputative  Examination  of  the  Knee. — I  opened  the  joint 
by  following  the  course  of  the  fistulous  passage  into  the  abscess 
and  then  into  the  joint.  It  was  a  regular  case  of  articular  caries. 
The  perichondrium  in  its  whole  remaining  surface  was  reddened 
and  in  some  places  purplish.  The  folds  covering  the  crucial 
ligament  were  reddish  purple  and  engorged — also  over  the  head 
of  the  tibia  it  was  purple  and  engorged,  especially  where  the 
crucial  ligaments  are  attached  to  the  spinous  process.  The  articu- 
lar cartilage  of  the  trochlear  face  of  the  femur  had  nearly  all 
disappeared  in  irregular  patches,  and  the  part  of  the  enamelled  face 
of  the  trochlea  to  correspond  had  also  gone,  leaving  a  rough  bony 
(carious)  surface.  This  caused  the  great  pain  on  any  attempt  at 
motion.  The  inner  surface  of  the  patella  was  reddened,  but  not 
denuded  of  its  periosteum.  Injection  of  various  kinds  had  been 
used  into  the  joint  previously,  but  in  such  a  case  excision  or 
amputation  is  the  only  remedy. 

I  give  the  particulars  of  this  case  in  full  for  information  to  those 
who  have  not  the  opportunity  for  investigating  that  I  frequently 
have. — Eclectic  Medical  Journal. 


Dr.  H  T.  Helmbold. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  H.  T.  Helmbold,  M.D.,  the  celebrated 
advertiser,  maker  and  dealer  in  patent  medicines?  Not  long 
since  he  cut  the  biggest  splurge  in  New  York.  There  has 
come  a  change  in  his  fortunes,  a  tide  in  his  affairs,  which  has 
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swept  him  not  only  away  from  the  business  places  which  he  once 
haunted,  but  across  the  wide  ocean  to  the  shores  of  a  foreign 
country. 

His  large  and  beautifully-fitted  store  on  Broadway,  for  so  many 
years  a  prominent  landmark,  with  all  its  contents,  has  been  sold 
ty  the  sheriff. 

Why  this  failure?  Why  should  a  man  of  the  wealth  and 
business  of  Helmbold  thus  suddenly  pass  from  sight? 

Dr.  Helmbold's  success  in  business  was  wonderful.  He  was 
the  self-made  creature  of  circumstances.  Possessed  of  great  pluck, 
and  more  than  ordinary  ingenuity,  he  advertised  in  nearly  every 
paper  of  the  country.  Within  the  past  ten  years  he  paid  the 
press  of  the  United  States  $3,000,000  for  advertising.  When  he 
began  business,  the  remedies  put  up  by  him  were  prepared  with 
great4  care  and  possessed  genuine  merit.  As  he  was  bold  and 
liberal  the  press  and  the  people  stood  by  him.  His  was  not  a 
passive  policy,  but  an  aggressive  one  into  the  business  circles  of 
the  city  and  country.  He  proclaimed  from  all  places  where  an 
advertisement  could  be  placed  the  virtues  of  Helmbold's  pre- 
parations. 

Flushed  with  that  success  which  alwrays  attends  well-directed 
effort,  judicious  and  liberal  advertising,  he  ran  into  extravagance. 
His  failure  was  not  the  result  of  over-advertising,  but  the  result  of 
injudicious  living  and  that  dissipation  which  has  carried  so  many 
thousands — ay,  millions  of  men — to  ruin  and  premature  graves. 
He  fell  into  the  error  of  believing  that  show,  vain  display,  tinsel, 
and  fast  living  marked  the  man  of  business.  When  beginning 
in  life  he  set  good  examples  to  business-men,  and  prosperity 
marked  his  course.  When  enjoying  that  fortune  which  enterprise 
and  pluck  brought  to  his  pocket,  he  commenced  setting  bad 
examples  to  the  young  business-men  of  the  country ;  then  that 
fortune  which  had  smiled  upon  his  honest  and  honorable  efforts, 
deserted  him  and  punished  him — a  wrarning  to  every  business- 
man in  the  land. 

Wherever  he  went  it  was  for  display.  A  turn-out,  costing 
between  thirty  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  conveyed  him  from 
store  to  dwelling-house,  and  up  and  down  the  drives  of  Central 
Park.  He  flaunted  his  extravagant  gewgaws  in  the  face  of 
plodding,  respectable,  and  respected  business-men,  expecting  them 
to  follow  his  example.  He  lived  for  style,  for  show,  and  a  display 
of  that  wealth  which  had  been  so  liberally  bestowed  upon  him  by 
the  people.  His  disbursements  were  not  with  an  eye  to  charity, 
or  with  a  view  to  help  the  deserving  industrious,  struggling  in 
garrets,  cellars,  and  by-places,  in  manufactories  and  on  farms,  but 
simply  for  his  own  gratification.  The  motive  was  a  selfish  one ; 
the  result  a  downfall. 
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As  he  found  abundant  money  in  his  pockets,  his  great  desire 
was  to  become  a  good-fellow.  So  he  drank  liberally.  Where  he 
was,  champagne  flowed  like  water.  He  entertained  with  princely 
hand,  but  the  entertainment  was  not  complete,  especially  at 
fashionable  restaurant  or  drinking-place,  unless  there  was  dis- 
sipation and  drunkenness  accompanying  it. 

He  essayed  to  be  one  of  the  leaders  of  fast  fashion  at  Long 
Branch.  He  lived  more  upon  the  froth  than  the  solid  meats  of 
life.  With  good-fellows  and  boon  companions,  who  are  one's 
friends  so  long  as  his  money  lasts,  but  no  longer,  between  the 
wine-cup  and  the  card-table,  the  fortune  he  had  made  went  from 
him  as  snow  in  the  spring.  As  money  went  from  his  pocket, 
wine  passed  into  his  stomach,  till,  instead  of  being  the  cool, 
careful  business-man,  he  became  an  excited,  reckless  speculator, 
whose  brain  had  been  fired  by  his  own  hand. 

He  went  down,  not  from  misfortune,  but  from  dissipation ;  lower 
and  lower  in  this  terrible  whirlpool  he  went,  till  men  everywhere 
shook  their  heads  and  said  one  to  another :  "  There's  another 
temperance  lecture." 

Oft  and  oft  have  his  friends  begged  him  to  desist,  be  himself,  and 
abstain  from  that  which  intoxicates.  But  they  asked  in  vain  ; 
till  now  those  who  were  his  friends  sympathize  with  him,  and 
regret  that  one  so  gifted  and  generous  as  was  Dr.  H.  T.  Helmbold 
should  have  become  the  wreck  and  ruin  he  now  is  through 
dissipation. 

What  an  encouragement  his  success  was  to  young  men  just 
starting  in  business !  What  a  lesson  his  failure  is  and  ever  will 
be  to  those  who,  like  him,  cultivate  and  bring  to  themselves  an 
appetite  no  human  power  can  restrain  ! — Democrat. 


Our  Naval  Academy. 

HOW  VACANCIES  ARE  FILLED. 

There  are  a  number  of  vacancies  in  the  Academy ;  the  policy 
of  the  authorities,  most  likely,  at  Washington,  is  against  an  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  students.  The  number  of  cadet-midship- 
men allowed  at  the  Academy  is  one  for  every  member  and 
delegate  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  one  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ten  appointed  annually  at  large  by  the  President. 
That  number,  it  is  very  evident,  is  not  now  at  the  Academy.  The 
nominations  from  the  Congressional  districts  are  made  by  the 
members  of  Congress  from  the  respective  districts.  If  delegates 
neglect  to  nominate  before  the  1st  of  July,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  is  required  by  law  to  fill  the  vacancies.    Candidates  can 
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present  themselves  between  the  5th  and  15th  of  June  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Naval  Academy  for  examination,  also  from 
the  20th  to  the  30th  of  September.  Should  any  candidate  fail  to  # 
report,  or  be  found  physically  or  mentally  disqualified  for  admis- 
sion in  June,  the  delegate  can  appoint  another  candidate,  who 
shall  be  examined  between  the  20th  and  30th  of  September 
following. 

QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  CADETS!  III'. 

Candidates  for  appointment  as  cadet-midshipmen  must  be  in 
height  five  feet,  and  in  age  between  fourteen  and  eighteen  years 
when  examined  for  admission  ;  they  must  be  of  good  moral 
character,  satisfactory  testimonials  of  which,  from  persons  of  good 
repute  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  respective  residences,  must  be 
presented  ;  testimonials  from  clergymen,  instructors  in  colleges 
and  high  schools  will  have  special  weight.  They  must  pass  a 
satisfactory  examination  before  the  Academic  Board,  in  reading, 
writing,  spelling,  arithmetic,  geography,  and  English  grammar, 
viz. :  In  reading,  they  must  read  clearly  and  intelligbly  from 
any  English  narrative  work,  as,  for  example,  Bancrofts  History  of 
the  United  States ;  in  writing  and  spelling,  they  must  write  from 
dictation,  in  a  legible  hand,  and  spell  with  correctness,  both  orally 
and  in  writing ;  in  arithmetic,  they  will  be  examined  in  numera- 
tion and  the  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication,  and  division  of 
whole  numbers  and  vulgar  and  decimal  fractions,  and  in  propor- 
tion or  the  rule  of  three,  and  show  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
subject  If  the  aptitude  of  a  candidate  is  displayed  in  arithmetic, 
it  should  count  in  his  favor  in  case  of  a  slight  deficiency  in  other 
branches.  In  geography,  candidates  will  be  examined  as  to  the 
grand  divisions — the  continents,  oceans  and  seas,  the  chief  moun- 
tains and  rivers,  and  the  boundaries  and  population  of  the  chief 
nations,  their  governments,  capitals,  and  chief  rivers.  In  English 
grammar  they  will  be  examined  as  to  the  parts  of  speech,  the 
rules  connected  therewith,  and  the  elementary  construction  of 
sentences,  and  will  be  required  to  write  such  original  paragraphs 
as  will  show  that  they  have  a  proper  knowledge  of  the-  subject. 
The  Board  will  judge  of  the  proficiency  of  the  candidate  in  the 
respective  branches. 

PHYSICAL  DISQUALIFICATIONS. 

The  following  physical  causes  will  reject  a  candidate :  Feeble 
constitution,  permanently  impaired  general  health,  decided  ca- 
chexia, all  chronic  diseases,  or  results  of  injuries  that  would 
permanently  impair  efficiency,  infectious  disorders,  weak  or  dis- 
ordered intellect,  unnatural  curvature  of  the  spine,  epilepsy  or 
other  convulsions  within  five  years,  chronic  disease  of  the  organs  ot 
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vision,  great  permanent  hardness  of  hearing  or  chronic  disease  of 
the  ears,  loss  or  decay  of  teeth  to  such  an  extent  as  to  interfere 
«  with  digestion  and  impair  health,  impediment  of  speech  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  impair  efficiency  in  the  performance  of  duty, 
decided  indications  of  pulmonary  disease,  permanent  inefficiency 
of  either  of  the  extremities,  hernia,  incurable  sarcocele,  hydrocele, 
fistula,  stricture  or  hemorrhoids,  large  varicose  veins  of  lower 
limbs,  chronic  ulcers,  manifest  undersize  for  age. 

PAY  OF  THE  CADET. 

The  candidate  who  passes  has  to  furnish  himself  with  an  outfit, 
and  will  have  to  deposit  with  the  Paymaster  $100  to  be  expended 
for  text-books  and  other  authorized  articles.  The  successful 
candidate  then  becomes  a  cadet-midshipman,  an  officer  in  the 
United  States  Navy,  and  in  the  line  of  promotion  to  the  highest 
position  in  the  navy — the  Admiralty.  The  pay  of  a  midshipman 
is  $500  per  annum,  his  tuition  furnished  free.  He  boards  at  the 
Academy  at  a  stipulated  sum,  and  by  economy  can  make  both 
ends  meet.  In  four  years  a  midshipman  can  pass  through  the 
Academy,  and  midshipmen  three  years  out  of  the  Academy  are 
masters,  at  pay  of  $1,800  per  annum  when  at  sea,  $1,500  on  shore, 
and  $1,200  when  on  leave  or  waiting  orders. — Exchange. 


Influence  of  Insufficient  Food  on  Women's  Milk. 

M.  Decaisne,  taking  advantage  of  the  siege  of  Paris,  instituted 
a  series  of  carefully  conducted  experiments  on  forty-three  women 
to  determine  this  point.    The  following  are  his  conclusions  : 

1.  That  the  effect  of  insufficient  food  on  the  composition  of 
women's  milk  presents  great  analogy  with  that  observed  in  the 
case  of  animals. 

2.  That  these  effects  vary  according  to  constitution,  age,  hygienic 
conditions,  etc. 

3.  That  insufficient  food  always  gives  rise,  within  varying  pro- 
portions, to  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of  the  butter,  caseine, 
sugar,  and  salts,  whilst  it  augments  generally  that  of  the  albumen. 

4.  That  in  three-fourths  of  the  cases  observed,  the  proportion  of 
the  albumen  is  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  that  of  the  caseine  under  an 
insufficient  diet. 

5.  That  the  modifications  in  the  composition  of  the  milk  due  to 
a  reparative  diet  always  manifest  themselves  in  a  striking  manner 
by  the  end  of  four  or  five  days. — Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 
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Refrigeration  of  Warm-Blooded  Animals. 

Dr.  Uorvath  reports  some  interesting  results  attained  by  him 
in  experiments  on  the  refrigeration  of  warm-blooded  animals. 

1.  Kefrigeration  was  carried  to  such  a  degree  in  a  young  dog 
that  the  temperature  in  the  rectum  descended  to  6.6°,  5.8U,  and 
even  to  4.8°  C.  (44°  to  40°  F.),  and  yet  the  animal,  on  the  reappli- 
cation  of  heat,  revived,  being  then  apparently  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  before  the  refrigeration.  As  far  as  Dr.  Ilorvath  is 
aware,  no  one  had  hitherto  seen  a  warm-blooded  animal  restored 
to  life  after  such  a  reduction  of  temperature. 

2.  In  other  experiments  he  has  reduced  the  temperature  (in 
the  rectum)  of  a  rabbit  to  7°  C.  (45°  F.),  and  of  a  cat  to  9.5°  C. 
(49°  F.),  and  found  that  neither  the  action  of  the  heart  nor  the 
respiratory  movements  could  be  perceived.  Nor  did  even  the 
strongest  electrical  current  exert  the  slightest  effect  either  upon 
the  muscles  of  the  skeleton  or  directly  upon  exposed  nerves.  On 
the  restoration  of  warmth,  by  pouring  warm  water  over  these 
animals,  which  had  remained  for  an  hour  in  a  state  of  apparent 
death,  spontaneous  contractions  of  the  heart,  which  had  ceased  for 
an  hour,  were  observed.  The  electrical  current,  also,  applied 
directly  to  the  muscles,  induced  energetic  contractions  in  the 
same  muscles  which,  before  the  warmth  was  applied,  were  insen- 
sible to  the  strongest  electrical  action. 

3.  A  third  interesting  and  not  less  important  fact  is,  that  in  an 
animal  which  was  first  refrigerated  and  then  warmed,  it  was  not 
possible  to  excite  the  action  of  the  muscles  of  the  skeleton  by 
even  the  strongest  electrical  stimulus  when  applied  to  their 
nerves,  while  tnese  same  muscles,  on  the  direct  application  of  the 
current,  contracted  energetically.  The  fact  that  we  can  separate 
nervous  and  muscular  energy  from  each  other  by  this  agency, 
while  hitherto  it  has  only  been  possible  to  do  so  by  the  employ- 
ment of  curare,  promises  to  be  of  good  service  in  future  researches 
concerning  the  physiology  of  the  muscular  and  nervous  system. — 
Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 
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BOOK  NOTICE. 


The  Transactions  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  New 
York,  Vol.  V.,  1870-71.  Pp.365.  Albany,  N.  Y.  The  Argus 
Company,  State  Printers,  1871. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  inform  our  readers  that  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  this  State  is  in  a  prosperous  and  highly 
useful  condition.  It  is  doing  much,  however,  in  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  cause  of  Eclecticism  in  medicine.  These  Transactions  are 
published  annually  by  the  State. 

The  following  are  the  contents  of  this  volume : — Constitution  of  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  By-Laws  of  the 
Society ;  Code  of  Ethics ;  Names  of  Members,  with  residence  and 
date  of  admission  ;  Transactions  of  the  Ninth  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Society,  January,  1871;  Eclectic  Medicine — Jurisprudence  of  In- 
sanity— Perils  of  Premature  Burials ;  Annual  Address  by  the  Presi- 
dent, Alexander  Wilder,  M.D. ;  The  Eclectic  Medical  College, 
Seventh  Commencement ;  The  Eclectic  Medical  College,  Act  of  Incor- 
poration. 

Meetings  of  Auxiliary  Societies,  etc. — Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  City  of  New  York ;  Brooklyn  Academy  of  Eclectic  Medicine  ; 
Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  12th  Senatorial  District ;  Eclectic 
Medical  Society  of  the  14th  Senatorial  District ;  Eclectic  Medical 
Society  of  the  13th  and  15th  District;  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of 
the  18th  Senatorial  District;  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the  32d 
Senatorial  District ;  Eclectics  in  Great  Britain. 

Surgery. — Report  on  Surgery,  by  Edwin  Freeman,  M.D. ;  Cases 
in  Surgical  Practice,  by  M.  M.  Fenner,  M.D. ;  On  Stricture  of  the 
Urethra,  by  Edwin  Freeman,  M.D. ;  Successful  Treatment  of  Stric- 
ture— a  case  in  Practice,  by  H.  E.  Finkle,  M.D. ;  Cystitis,  by  J. 
M.  Comins,  M.D. ;  Poisoning  from  Dead  Animals,  by  A.  W.  Russell, 
M.D.  ;  Metallic  Paralysis,  by  Miss  Anna  T.  Nivison,  M.D. 

Diseases  of  Women. — Menorrhagia,  by  J.  Morrison,  M.D.,  M. A. ; 
Dysmenorrhea,   by  A.  P.  Parsons,   M.D. ;    Case  of  Suppressed 
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Lochia,  by  Mrs.  Maria  B.  Hayden,  M.D. ;  Vaginal  Applications, 
bv  G.  W.  King,  M.D. ;  Uterine  Therapeutics,  by  M.  M.  Fenner, 
M.D. 

Practice  of  Medicine. — Chorea,  or  St.  Vitus'  Dance,  by  II.  C. 
Taylor,  M.D.;  The  Counterblast:  an  Impeachment  of  Noxious 
Medical  Treatment,  No.  1,  by  Alexander  Wilder,  M.D.  ;  A  Criticism 
on  the  Platform  and  Declaration  of  Principles,  by  Orin  Davis,  M.D.; 
Neuralgia,  by  Alexander  Wilder,  M.D. ;  Cholera:  its  Cause  and 
Treatment,  by  Thomas  R.  Fraser,  M.D.  ;  Pertussis,  by  Harman 
Pease,  M.D. ;  A  Remarkable  Case  of  Nervous  Disease,  by  J.  Mor- 
rison, M.D. 

Materia  Medica. — Report  on  Materia  Medica,  by  D.  E.  Smith, 
M.D. ;  Eclectic  Pharmacy  and  new  Remedies  (Collinsonia,  Agrimony, 
Gelseminum),  by  R.  S.  Newton,  M.D. ;  The  Poisonous  Rhus,  by 
Richard  E.  Kunze,  M.D. ;  Eryngium  Aquaticum,  by  James  L.  Reat, 
M.D. ;  Scrophularia,  or  Figwort,  by  William  Parkinson,  M.D. ; 
Phosphorus  as  a  Remedial  Agent,  by  Miss  Helen  A.  Goodspeed, 
M.D. ;  Eclectic  Remedies  for  Small-pox  adopted  in  England,  by 
James  J.  Garth  Wilkinson,  M.D. 

Papers  ox  Miscellaneous  Subjects. — Diagnosis  of  Pathological 
Conditions,  by  C.  C.  Johnson,  M.D.  ;  Study  upon  Anthropology, 
by  Phineas  Sage,  M.D.  ;  Medical  Pursuits,  by  A.  S.  Davis,  M.D.  ; 
Dust  and  Contagion,  by  Alexander  Wilder,  M.D. ;  Thoughts  upon 
Medical  Hygiene,  by  II.  Pease,  M.D. ;  Scrofula  and  its  Agency  in 
the  Production  of  Idiocy,  by  L.  Robens,  M.D.  ;  Material  Substances 
and  their  Motive  Powers,  by  Thomas  R.  Fraser,  M.D. ;  A  Physio- 
logical Study:  The  Sick  Room,  the  Nurse,  the  Doctor,  by  M.  M. 
Fenner,  M.  D. ;  Dental  Anaesthesia,  by  J.  Edwin  Danelson,  M.  D.  ; 
Infantile  Convulsions,  by  J.  E.  Danelson,  M.  D. ;  Scrofula  and  its 
Relations  to  Mental  Infirmity,  by  Alexander  Wilder,  M.D. 

Necrology. — Lyman  Stanton,  M.D.  ;  Charles  T.  Hart,  M.D. ; 
William  Warriner  Hadley,  M.D.    By  Orin  Davis. 

Appendix. — The  Constitution  of  Human  Nature.  An  Address 
delivered  before  the  British  Eclectic  Medical  Association  at  its  last 
Annual  Meeting,  at  Liverpool,  July  13th,  1871.  By  William  Ilitch- 
inan,  M.D.,  LL.D. 

Members  of  the  Society  who  have  not  received  their  copies  will 
add  ress  the  Secretary,  R.  A.  Gunn,  M. D.,  104  W'est  38th  Street, 
New  York. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE  NATIONAL  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  will  occur  during  the  last 
week  in  September  next.  This  will  undoubtedly  be  the  most  im- 
portant meeting  of  the  kind  ever  held  in  this  country.  The  present 
is  a  peculiarly  auspicious  time  for  more  thorough  organization.  We 
sincerely  hope  that  the  various  State  Medical  Societies  will,  as  their 
annual  meetings  occur,  see  to  it  that  full  delegations  of  live  and  ac- 
tive men  are  appointed  as  delegates — men  who  will  at  the  appointed 
time  be  at  their  post.  We  beg  to  suggest  that  the  various  commit- 
tees be  urged  to  have  full  and  accurately  written  reports  ready  for 
presentation.  We  venture  also  to  suggest  that  all  volunteer  contri- 
butions of  merit  will  be  received  and  appreciated  by  the  Association. 

The  old  hunker  schools  and  societies  are  struggling  frantically 
to  maintain  supremacy,  but  many  of  them  are  exhibiting  the  most 
unmistakable  signs  of  approaching  dissolution.  Harmony  and  well- 
directed  organization  will  prove  powerful  auxiliary  supports  to  the 
well-earned  reputation  of  the  representatives  of  medical  Eclecticism 
in  this  country. 

Since  the  above  was  in  type  we  have  received  the  following  wel- 
come information  : 

New  York,  April  28, 1872. 
Editor  Eclectic  Medical  Review  :  Allow  me,  through  the  Re- 
view, to  announce  to  the  profession,  interested  in  the  cause  of  pro- 
gressive medicine,  that  active  preparations  are  being  made  for  the 
holding  of  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Eclectic  Medical 
Association.  The  list  of  committees  appointed  to  prepare  reports  for 
the  next  meeting  will  be  furnished  for  publication  in  the  next  issue  of 
the  Review. 

The  transactions  of  the  two  previous  meetings  of  the  Association 
are  in  press,  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery  by  the  1st  of  June. 

All  members  of  the  Association  who  have  not  received  their  certifi- 
cates of  membership  will  please  notify  the  Secretary,  who  will  attend 
to  the  matter  without  delay. 

R.  A.  Gunn,  M.  D.,  Secretary, 
104  West  Thirty-eighth  Street,  New  York. 
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WITHHOLDING  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  CHARI- 
TABLE INSTITUTIONS  OF  THE  STATE. 
Why  the  present  Legislature  lias  refused  to  pass  a  charity  1> i  11  to 
provide  aid  for  the  sick  poor  of  this  State  (those  who  depend  entirely 
upon  these  charities  for  all  of  their  medical  and  professional  services) 
is  more  than  we  can  understand.  Nearly  three  hundred  thousand 
people  of  this  State,  whose  sufferings  will  be  greatly  increased  in 
consequence  of  this  parsimonious  act,  are  forced  upon  the  private 
charity  of  physicians.  While  the  medical  profession  of  this  State,  of 
all  schools,  have  ever  manifested  a  warm  feeling,  and  ever  rendered 
aid  and  comfort  to  all  who  ask,  it  is  not  rigfit  that  they  should  now 
be  made  to  bear  the  double  burden  which  must  follow  under  existing 
circumstances. 

The  physicians  of  the  United  States  give,  in  medicine  and  in  pro- 
fessional services,  an  average  of  more  than  a  thousand  dollars  each 
per  annum  to  the  sick  poor,  and  yet,  were  they  to  refuse  to  attend 
upon  this  class  of  persons  when  called  upon,  they  would  be  denounced 
and  ostracised  by  the  community  at  large  for  their  inhumanity. 

There  are  about  fifty  thousand  physicians  in  the  United  States, 
who,  on  an  average,  are  asked  and  do  give  to  the  poor  the  above 
amount,  annually,  in  medicines  and  professional  services. 

The  aggregate  of  this  immense  gratuitous  service  on  the  part  of 
the  medical  profession  amounts  to  more  than  fifty  millions  of  dollars 
per  annum.  This  is  more  than  the  contributions  of  all  other  classes 
of  the  community  for  charitable  purposes;  and  yet  this  vast  service 
is  rendered  cheerfully  and  almost  invariably  without  a  murmur.  In 
the  State  of  New  York  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  persons 
are  treated  at  the  dispensaries  and  at  their  own  houses,  for  which  no 
charge  is  made  by  the  attending  physicians! 

Let  these  persons  ask  charity  of  the  minister,  the  lawyer,  and  the 
merchant,  what  will  be  the  answer?    Almost  always  it  will  be:  uGo 

to  the  dispensary      or,  "(-all  upon  Dr.  .     I  can  do  nothing 

for  you."  Physicians  have  to  earn  their  living  like  other  classes  of 
men,  by  their  daily  labor;  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why  they 
should  be  called  upon  to  give  their  services  for  nothing,  more  than 
any  other  class  of  the  community. 

What  answer  does  the  groceryman,  the  tailor,  the  butcher,  the 
merchant,  the  landlord,  the  lawyer,  or  the  minister  give  to  the  poor 
man  with  a  large  family,  needing  the  aid  of  each  ?  It  is  almost 
invariably,  "  Go  to  the  poorhouse  or  to  the  hospital !  I  cannot  help 


526 


Editorial. 


[May, 


you.''  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  on  Charities,  is  not  this  a 
simple  statement  of  facts  within  your  own  knowledge?  Each  and 
every  one  of  you  have  the  facts  before  you. 


THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

'  To  establish  an  Eclectic  Medical  College  in  this  metropolis,  where 
old  physic  has  had  entire  control,  socially,  politically,  and  profession- 
ally, "from  a  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not  to  the 
contrary,"  has  been  a  work  of  no  ordinary  effort.  Its  leaders  have 
acted  as  though  they  were  entire  masters  of  the  situation  ;  and  have 
been  determined  that  nothing  in  medicine  differing  from  their  way  of 
thinking  should  be  tolerated  in  New  York. 

For  many  years  the  leading  Old  School  physicians  here  had  a  secret 
organization  binding  its  members  by  the  most  solemn  obligations  not 
only  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  any  opposing  school,  but  even  to 
prevent  men  of  their  own  school,  whom  they  esteemed  as  rivals,  from 
bacon  ing  permanently  established  in  this  city.  In  this  way  they 
succeeded  in  keeping  entire  control  of  all  medical  matters  for  years. 
Such  distinguished  medical  men  as  Professors  Dickson  and  S.  D.  Gross 
were  driven  from  the  city  by  the  workings  of  this  secret  society. 
Thousands  of  other  smaller  lights  in  the  profession  were  made  to 
walk  the  plank — to  leave  the  city — or  abandon  their  profession. 
When  all  these  facts  are  considered,  the  friends  of  Eclecticism 
throughout  the  country  will  at  once  see  that  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  college  in  opposition  to  the  dogmas  and  bigotry  of  the  Old  School 
has  required  no  small  amount  of  labor  and  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
few  Eclectics  who  have  been  engaged  in  this  praiseworthy  enterprise. 
If  every  friend  of  the  school  would  take  a  lively  interest  in  its  further 
success,  there  would  be  much  less  work  to  be  done  by  those  who 
have  already  spent  so  much  labor  to  accomplish  the  present  result. 
Such  an  effort  on  their  part  would  fill  the  college  with  students. 
Will  they  make  it  ? 


Bigotry. — The  city  council  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  recently  appointed 
Drs.  Findley  and  Brehman  on  the  city  board  of  health  with  Dr. 
Allex,  a  homoeopathist.  They  declined  to  serve,  giving  their  rea- 
sons as  follows : 

"As  members  of  the  medical  profession  who  have  subscribed  to 
the  code  of  medical  ethics,  above  quoted  from,  we  are  bound  by  all 
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its  prohibition*,  as  well  as  by  its  requirements  ;  and  in  that  code  it 
is  most  emphatically  written:  4  No  one  can  be  considered  as  a  reg- 
ular practitioner,  or  a  fit  associate  in  consultations,  whose  practice  is 
based  upon  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated 
experience  of  the  profession.'  Now  as  homoeopathy  is  an  exclusive 
dogma,  upon  which  is  based,  as  we  believe,  an  exclusive  and  irra- 
tional practice,  we  are  positively  debarred  from  all  recognition  of  or 
consultation  witli  it. 

"In  saying  this,  we  must  not  be  understood  as  derogating  in  the 
slightest  degree  or  manner  from  Dr.  Allen,  as  an  honorable  man  or 
good  citizen.  Aside  from  homoeopathy,  he  lias  our  respect  and  esteem. 
But  as  a  homoeopathist  we  can  have  no  consultation  with  him." 


Dr.  II.  T.  Helmbold. — In  another  part  of  the  Review  will  be  found 
an  article  referring  to  the  success,  failure,  and  ruin  of  the  man  whose 
name  heads  this  paragraph.  We  do  not  publish  these  facts  in  any 
spirit  of  rejoicing  over  the  downfall  of  this  unfortunate  man.  Our 
only  object  in  thus  referring  to  him  is  to  sound  the  alarm  to  others, 
tli at  they  may  be  saved  from  the  maelstrom  which  has  carried  him 
down  to  ruin. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  this  city  man}-  of  the  physicians 
and  surgeons  who  hold  high  and  honorable  positions  are  rapidly 
destroying  themselves  by  dissipation.  So  far  gone  are  some  of  them 
already,  that,  although  connected  with  a  medical  college  and  hospital, 
they  seldom  perform  an  operation  or  appear  before  a  class  without  be- 
ing under  the  influence  of  alcoholic  drinks.  The  same  is  true  of  them 
in  their  private  practice  and  social  relations.  How  long  M  ill  it  take 
them  to  sink  from  professional  and  social  position,  like  Dr.  Helmbold, 
and  to  fill  a  drunkard's  grave  ? 

The  greatest  wonder  of  the  age  is  that  a  physician — one  who  has 
constantly  before  him  the  dreadful  consequences  of  intemperance — 
should  allow  himself  to  pass  into  the  same  gulf  of  destruction. 

If  they  make  drunkards  of  themselves,  they  certainly  will  have  no 
conscientious  scruples  against  having  their  patients  and  friends  ac- 
company them  down  to  the  grave  of  the  drunkard. 


Advertising  under  False  Pretences. — We  notice  by  a  recent 
copy  of  a  newspaper  published  at  Union  Village,  Vermont,  that  Dr. 
Eli  G.  Jones  advertises  that  he  is  a  graduate  of  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  New  York.  He  also  uses  in  his  advertisement  the  names 
of  Professors  R.  S.  Newton  and  J.  M.  Comins,  as  references. 
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The  said  Dr.  Jones  is  not  a  graduate  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College 
of  New  York  ;  he  never  attended  lectures,  nor  even  matriculated  in 
that  Institution;  and  he  has  used  the  names  of  Drs.  Newton  and 
Comins  without  their  knowledge  or  consent. 

We  trust  that  this  will  be  sufficient  notice  to  Dr.  Jones,  and  to  all 
others,  to  desist  from  the  unauthorized  use  of  the  names  of  physicians 
connected  with  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York. 


The  Influence  of  the  Review  Abroad. — A  striking  illustration  of 
the  above  is  the  fact  that  Robert  Smith,  M.D.,  Assistant  Colonial 
Surgeon  of  Western  Africa,  who  is  a  regular  subscriber  to  the 
Review,  has  ordered  from  W.  R.  Harden,  M.D.,  large  bills  of  the 
medicines  known  by  his  trade-mark,  "  Saturates,"  as  well  as  medicine 
cases  and  surgical  instruments.  We  learn  also  that  Dr.  Brown's 
acupuncture  instruments  have  accompanied  these  general  orders.  Dr. 
Hayden's  medicines  will  give  in  Africa,  as  they  do  in  America,  perfect 
satisfaction ;  and  being  thus  supplied,  Dr.  Smith  is  able  to  battle  suc- 
cessfully the  diseases  of  that  country. 


MEDICAL  AND  DRUG  LAW  OF  ILLINOIS. 

We  stated  in  the  March  number  of  the  Review  that  the  Illinois 
State  Legislature  had  recently  passed  a  law  regulating  the  practice  of 
medicine,  and  the  vending  of  drugs,  etc.  We  now  have  the  pleasure 
of  laying  before  our  readers  the  text  of  the  Act,  as  follows  : 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
represented  in  the  General  Assembly,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  person  who  lias  not  graduated  at  some  medical  college  or  school, 
or  who  cannot  produce  a  certificate  of  qualification  from  some  State, 
county,  city,  or  district  medical  society,  composed  of  not  less  than  six 
members,  and  who  cannot  produce  a  certificate  of  good  moral  charac- 
ter from  some  court  of  record  in  the  United  States,  or  the  territories 
thereof,  to  practise  medicine  or  surgery  in  any  of  their  departments, 
for  reward  or  compensation,  or  to  attempt  to  practise  either  medicine 
or  surgery  in  any  of  their  departments,  or  to  prescribe  medicine  or 
medicines'  for  reward  or  compensation,  within  the  State  of  Illinois  : 
Provided,  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  be  regularly  engaged  in  the  practice  of  either  of  the  said  sciences 
in  any  of  their  departments  within  this  State,  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two. 

Sec.*2.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person,  who  is  not  a  graduate 
of  some  college  or  school  of  medicine  or  pharmacy,  or  who  shall  not 
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have  ■  certificate  of  qualification  from  some  State,  county,  city,  or  dis- 
trict society  of  physicians  or  pharmaceutists,  to  dispense  medicinal  by 
prescription,  for  reward  or  compensation,  or  to  attempt  to  dispense 
the  same  by  prescription,  without  the  qualification  in  this  section 
provided,  within  this  State:  jProvided,  the  provisions  of  this  section 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  apply  to  persons  who  have  been  regu- 
larly engaged  in  the  dispensing  of  medicines  by  prescription,  within 
this  State,  for  the  space  of  one  year  next  preceding  July  first,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  seventy-two. 

Sec.  3.  All  prescriptions  for  mixing  or  compounding  of  medicines 
by  physicians,  surgeons,  or  other  persons  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  medicine  or  surgery,  in  this  State,  shall  be  written  in  the  English 
language,  in  all  cases  where  the  same  can  be  done. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  to  sell,  barter,  or 
exchange,  or  to  attempt  to  sell,  barter,  or  exchange  within  this 
State,  any  compound  or  patent  medicine,  until  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof,  his  or  their  duly  authorized  agent,  shall  have  filed 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  any  county  in  this 
State,  in  which  such  sale,  barter,  or  exchange  is  proposed,  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  ingredients  or  constituent  parts  of  which  such  compound 
or  patent  medicine  is  composed,  which  statement  shall  be  verified  by 
the  affidavit  of  the  person  filing  the  same,  and  shall  be  made  before 
the  clerk  of  the  court  in  whose  office  the  same  is  filed,  and  carefully 
preserved  by  such  clerk. 

Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  clerks  of  this  State,  with  whom  any 
such  statement  is  filed,  to  immediately  record  the  same  in  a  book  to 
be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  for  which  recording,  filing,  and  ad- 
ministering the  oath  to  the  person  making  such  affidavit,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  charge  and  collect  a  fee  of  one  dollar,  and  which  book 
shall  be  deemed  a  public  record  at  all  times  when  the  office  is  open — 
to  be  for  the  inspection  of  all  persons  desirous  of  examining  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  Any  person  who  shall  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  be  proceeded  against,  either  by  indictment  or  by  information, 
before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and  upon  conviction,  shall 
be  fined  for  the  first  offence  not  less  than  ten  dollars,  nor  more  than 
two  hundred,  and  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  sentence  that  the  person 
convicted  shall  stand  committed  until  the  fine  and  costs  are  paid  : 
Provided,  the  provisions  of  section  one  of  this  act  shall  not  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  apply  to  persons  practising  dentistry. 

Sec.  7.  Any  person  swearing  falsely  to  any  statement  provided  in  this 
act  to  be  verified  by  affidavit,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and 
upon  conviction,  shall  be  punished  as  is  now  or  may  hereafter  be 
provided  by  law  for  that  offence. 

Sec.  8.  It  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  all  State's  attorneys,  sheriffs, 
coroners,  constables,  and  peace  officers,  to  see  that  the  provisions  of 
this  act  are  properly  enforced  within  their  respective  districts. 

This  bill  is  liberal  in  its  provisions,  giving  equal  privileges  to  all 
qualified  physicians,  irrespective  of  their  peculiar  views  of  therapeutics ; 
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and  is,  therefore,  in  the  interest  of  the  people.  The  provision  requir- 
ing prescriptions  to  be  written  in  English  is  sensible  and  commendable. 
The  use  of  the  scientific  names  of  medicines  used  as  English  words  is 
essentially  necessary  to  avoid  confusion ;  but  the  use  of  the  Latin 
idiom  and  Latin  abbreviations  is  entirely  unnecessary,  and  should  be 
abandoned. 


In  the  Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital  Reports,  Mr. 
Hutchinson  describes  several  cases  of  impaired  vision  in  patients 
laboring  under  lead-poisoning,  inflammation  of^the  optic  nerve  having 
been  previously  detected  by  the  ophthalmoscope.  Many  cases  of  this 
kind  have  also  been  described  in  the  Continental  journals. 


In  another  part  of  the  Review  will  be  found  a  paper  relative  to  the 
Naval  Academy.  This  will  be  the  more  interesting  since  each  Con- 
gressional District  is  entitled  to  one  representative,  who  must  be 
nominated  by  the  member  of  Congress  from  the  District. 


The  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  Massachusetts  will 
hold  its  next  annual  meeting  on  the  6th  and  7th  days  of  June,  at  the 
Revere  House,  Boston.  This  society  is  composed  of  live  men,  and 
always  has  interesting  meetings  ;  and  the  fact  that  the  meetings  are 
held  at  the  Revere  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the  members  are  also 
men  of  good  taste. 


Home  and  Health  copies  an  interesting  article  contributed  to  the 
Review  by  Dr.  Alexander  Wilder,  and  credits  it  to  the  Eclectic 
Magazine  instead  of  the  Review.  We  do  not  object  to  the  copying 
of  our  articles,  but  we  expect  at  least  to  have  the  proper  credit  given. 


The  Minnesota  State  Eclectic  Medical  Society  will  hold  its 
next  annual  meeting  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  on  Wednesday,  the 
22d  inst.  We  have  just  received  from  Dr.  L.  T.  Case,  Cor'g  Sec- 
retary, a  circular  note  containing  the  order  of  exercises  for  the  meet- 
ing, together  with  a  stirring  appeal  to  the  profession  to  become  mem- 
bers, and  take  an  active  part  in  the  organization.  We  are  glad  to  see 
that  our  Northwestern  friends  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  efficient 
organization. 
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Recently  a  Baltimore  jury,  in  the  case  of  a  man  accused  of  attempt- 
ing to  extort  money,  returned  a  verdict,  kk  Not  guilty,  by  reason  of  in- 
sanity at  the  time  ;  but  sane  at  the  present  time  !" 


Cholera  is  said  to  have  re-appeared  on  the  Baltic,  at  the  town  of 
Ravel.  In  Galicia  it  has  raged  all  winter,  producing  fearful  mortality. 
Along  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  Medina  and  at  Mecca,  the  destruc- 
tion of  human  life  has  been  very  great. 


Some  time  since  the  Medical  Record  informed  its  readers  that 
Professor  Virchow  was  about  to  emigrate  to  London,  to  secure  polit- 
ical freedom  ;  but  the  German  medical  journals  inform  us  that  the 
Professor  first  learned  this  intention  from  the  Record! 


Ix  February  last  an  international  congress  was  held  in  Vienna,  to 
devise  means  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  the  rinderpest. 


ANNUAL  STATEMENT  OF  BUSINESS— ECLECTIC  LIFE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY  OF  NEW  YORK. 
For  the  Year  ending  Dec.  31,  1871. 

{Extracts  from  Sworn  Report  to  JVeio  York  Insurance  Depart Hi >  nt.) 

Assets  $394,123  61 

Liabilities   252,090  00 

Surplus,  as  regards  policy-holders   142,033  Gl 

Income  during  1871   210,933  10 

Disbursements  to  policy-holders  by  death.  .$42,300  00 
Dividends   6,194  04 

$48,494  04 

Expenses   67,309  36       115,803  40 

new  business  in  1871. 
1728  Policies,  insuring  $3,634,640.  Annual  Premium  thereon  $105,000 
WHAT  HAS  BEEN  ACCOMPLISHED, 

1871  has  been  a  most  unfavorable  year  for  Life  Insurance  business  ; 
but  while  older  companies  with  efficient  and  well-backed  agencies, 
have  fallen  short  of  their  usual  results,  the  Eclectic,  with  a  limited 
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corps  of  agents,  aud  a  moderate  expenditure  of  money,  has  largely 
ami  profitably  increased  its  business.  It  closed  its  first  three  and  a 
half  years'  business,  with  the  following  very  encouraging  and  satisfac- 
tory results :  * 

GROWTH  OF  BUSINESS  SINCE  ORGANIZATION. 

Number  of  Policies  issued  and  amount  insured  from  July  8,  1868. 

To  January  1,  1869   242  Policies,  Insuring  $791,000 

"  January  1,  1870  2,018       "  "  4,221,000 

"  January  1,  1871  '...4,106       "  "  8,426,915 

«  January  1,  1872  6,102       "  "  11,601,555 

FINANCIAL  GROWTH. 

Gross  Income  during  Cash  Assets. 

1868   $  19,189  45    Dec.  31,  1868  $152,706  81 

1869    123,263  00    Dec.  31,  1869   253,324  59 

1870    186,87000    Dec.  31,  1870   304,510  16 

1871    210,933  10    Dec.  31,  1871   394,123  61 


A  GOOD  DIVIDEND  RECORD. 

The  Eclectic  claims  to  have  set  an  example  of  liberal  dealing  with 
policy-holders.  It  was  organized  in  July,  1868,  and  is  now  paying 
its  third  annual  dividend — having  been  the  first  company  that  has 
paid  a  dividend  to  members  on  the  first  and  each  succeeding  anniver- 
sary of  all  its  mutual  policies  ! 

Up  to  January  1st,  1872, the  Company  had  returned  in  cash  reduc- 
tion of  premiums  $11,527.05 — being  a  return  of  from  eight  to  twenty 
per  cent,  of  the  annual  premiums. 

LOSSES  DURING  1871. 

While  the  claims  paid  during  the  year  chanced  to  run  very  much 
above  the  average  size  of  policies,  the  number  of  deaths  was  consider- 
ably below  the  mathematical  allotment ;  thus  showing  continued  care 
in  the  selection  of  risks. 

The  "  ratio  of  death-claims  to  amount  at  risk,"  in  the  Eclectic,  Dec. 
31st,  1871,  was  0.87  as  against  1.01,  the  average  of  the  64  companies 
licensed  to  do  business  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

During  its  3^  years  the  Eclectic  has  paid  for  claims  to  deceased 
members,  dividends  to  policy-holders,  and  for  surrendered  policies  to 
Jan.  1st,  1872,  $111,918.67. 
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NEWS    AND  MISCELLANY. 


meetings  of  medical  societies. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical 
Association  will  be  held  at  Xew  Haven,  on  Tuesday,  the  14th  day 
of  May,  at  1  o'clock,  P.M.,  and  continue  in  the  evening.  The  friends 
of  the  cause  are  earnestly  invited  to  attend,  and  while  we  congratu- 
late the  members  of  the  Association  on  their  individual  prosperity, 
and  their  unparalleled  success,  we  feel  that  it  is  a  duty  they  owe  to 
themselves,  and  to  other  members  of  this  Association,  that  they  be 
present. 

Our  brethren  from  other  States  are  cordially  invited  to  attend. 
Per  order  of  the  President. 

N.  D.  Hodgkins,  M.D.,  Secretary. 

State  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Michigan. — The  annual 
meeting  of  this  Society  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  beginning 
Wednesday,  June  5th.  Every  Eclectic  physician  in  the  State  should 
be  present,  as  questions  of  vital  importance  to  their  interests  will  be 
acted  upon.  A  daily  clinic  will  be  held.  A  cordial  invitation  is  ex- 
tended to  our  professional  brethren  of  other  States  to  meet  with  us. 

O.  E.  Yates,  Kec.  Sec'y. 

The  Boston  District  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  regular 
monthly  meeting  at  the  office  of  Dr.  Joseph  Jackson,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  April  2d,  1872.  Dr.  J.  W.  C.  Jackson,  one  of  our  youngest 
if  not  the  youngest  member,  presented  an  essay  upon  "  Acute  Dys- 
entery," which  was  a  very  creditable  production,  evincing  much 
thought  upon,  and  close  study  of,  the  subject  presented.  It  called 
forth  many  friendly  and  approving  remarks  from  Drs.  Geddes,  Miles, 
Green,  and  others. 

At  this  meeting  Dr.  Miles  reported  a  case  of  poisoning  by  tinct. 
aconite  root,  and  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  advanced  the  opinion 
that  the  medicinal  doses  of  this  agent,  as  laid  down  in  the  books,' 
were  too  large.  This  subject  became  a  matter  of  discussion  during 
the  remainder  of  the  evening. 

H.  G.  Barrows,  Secretary. 

The  Asylum  for  Lying-in  Women. — The  forty-ninth  anniversary 
of  the  Xew  York  Asylum  for  Lying-in  Women  was  held  at  the  Asy- 
lum, No.  85  Marion  Street,  recenty.  A  large  number  of  ladies 
and  several  distinguished  divines  were  present.  The  meeting  was 
opened  by  Dr.  Hall,  who  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  Mrs.  M. 
F.  Foster,  which  cited  the  prosperity  of  the  institution.  The  report 
was  accepted. 

Dr.  Charles  R.  Ward,  resident'  physician,  submitter!  a  tabulated 
statement  for  the  closing  year,  which  shows  that  there  were  re- 
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maining  in  the  asylum  at  last  report  5  ;  admitted  since  last  report  82 — 
with  applications  in  hand  for  10  others.  Discharged,  82  ;  remaining, 
11  ;  number  who  have  received  care,  259;  number  of  births  at  asy- 
lum, 77.  Deaths — children,  1;  women,  2;  number  who  have  re- 
ceived care  since  the  foundation  of  the  asylum,  at  the  asylum,  3,714  ; 
at  residences,  12,874:  total,  16,588. 

The  Treasurer's  report  shows  an  expenditure  during  the  past  year 
of  $7,097.93,  which  includes  the  purchase  of  $3,000  of  bonds.  The 


receipts  have  been  : 

Donations  $4,737  58 

Subscriptions   301  00 

Interest  on  Investments   1,982  00 

Premium  on  Gold   135  19 


Total,  $7,155  77 


The  Board  of  Management  was  unanimously  re-elected.  This  in- 
stitution, designed  exclusively  for  married  women,  is  in  a  most  pros- 
perous condition.  Receiving  as  it  does  the  aid  and  sympathy  of  the 
best  class  of  the  ladies  of  the  city,  its  success  is  assured. —  Commer- 
cial Advertiser  y  April,  1872. 

A  Great  Feat  in  Telegraphy. — The  wires  of  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Telegraph  Company  having  been  connected  with  the  Franklin 
Company's  wires  upon  the  occasion  of  the  Morse  Memorial  Meetings 
on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  April,  one  continuous  circuit  was 
formed,  and  worked  from  the  Capitol  in  Washington  direct  to  the 
City  Hall  in  San  Francisco.  Dispatches  from  the  Mayor  of  the  lat- 
ter city,  and  from  Brigham  Young  at  Salt  Lake,  were  transmitted 
direct  to  Speaker  Blaine's  desk,  and  responses  to  the  same  immedi- 
ately returned,  the  time  occupied  in  the  transmission  of  the  greeting 
from  San  Francisco,  and  the  response  of  the  Chairman  of  the  meeting 
in  Washington,  being  less  than  ten  minutes.  This  is  acknowledged 
to  be  the  greatest  "  land  "  telegraphic  feat  of  the  age,  and  speaks 
well  for  the  management  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company's  wires 
to  San  Francisco,  a  distance  of  nearly  four  thousand  miles  over  prai- 
rie and  mountain. 

The  Uses  of  the  Uvula. — Dr.  Noble  Smith  condemns,  in  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  the  practice  of  snipping  the  uvula,  and  ad- 
vocates its  complete  removal  in  cases  where  any  operative  procedure 
is  called  for.  He  relates  two  cases  simulating  consumption,  which 
were  at  once  cured  by  the  removal  of  the  elongated  uvula ;  and  says 
that,  in  mere  snipping,  the  organ  grows  again,  and  no  good  results. 
On  the  other  hand,  Sir  G.  D.  Gibb  argues,  in  the  Lancet,  that  the 
uvula  has  important  functions  in  deglutition  and  vocalization,  and 
that  its  true  muscular  end  does  not  often  become  elongated,  but  only 
the  membrane,  and  perhaps  adipose  tissue ;  consequently,  that  snip- 
ping this  part  and  leaving  the  muscular  fibres  intact  is  quite  sufficient, 
and  that  no  inconvenience  arises  from  this  practice. — The  Doctor, 
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CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS.* 

BY  PAUL  W.  ALLEN,  M.  D., 

PROFESSOR  OF  THE  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE  IN  THE  ECLECTIC  MEDICAL 
COLLEGE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

We  devote  this  paper  to  a  consideration  of  meningeal  inflam- 
mation of  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow.  This  inflammation  pri- 
marily and  principally  affects  these  membranes  ;  but  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  disease,  if  it  be  not  speedily  arrested,  it  affects  also  the 
brain-substance.  In  fact,  most  cases  of  cerebri tis,  or  inflammation 
of  the  brain  structure,  originate  in  meningeal  inflammation,  and 
are,  so  to  speak,  extensions  of  the  same.  Inflammation  of  the 
dura  mater  seldom  affects  the  brain,  or  its  other  membranes;  it 
being  principally  developed  by  some  injury  to  the  skull,  or  by 
disease  of  those  bones,  or  by  some  osseous  or  other  tumor 
growing  from  them.  We  may  have  inflammation  of  the  arachnoid 
and  pia  mater  from  many  causes,  especially  in  children,  but  that 
to  which  we  now  invite  your  attention  arises  from  a  specific 

*  Read  before  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  New  York  City,  May  loth,  1872. 
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atmospheric  poison,  and  is  extensively  known  to  the  profession 
as  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  or  spotted  fever.  This  epidemic 
meningitis  affects,  in  most  instances,  the  meninges  both  of  the 
brain  and  of  a  greater  or  less  portion  of  the  spinal  chord.  Its 
initial  point  of  attack  seems  to  be  in  those  portions  of  the  mem- 
branes near  the  base  of  the  brain,  or  in  the  meninges  of  the  cere- 
bellum. It  is  then  developed,  by  extension,  along  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  meninges,  and,  if  not  speedily  arrested,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  to  the  substance  of  the  brain  and  spinal  chord. 

HISTORY  AND  CAUSE. 

That  this  disease  is  epidemic  seems  entirely  probable.  Its 
history,  in  various  countries,  and  at  various  times,  fully  indicates 
this.  It  exists  over  a  considerable  section  of  a  country  for  a  defi- 
nite time,  and  then  disappears  suddenly  and  entirely.  It  not  un- 
frequently  affects  different  countries,  widely  separated,  at  the  same 
time.  Its  more  usual  time  of  outbreak  is  in  the  winter  months, 
the  disease  continuing  until  late  in  the  spring;  and  its  visitations 
are  renewed  in  subsequent  winters,  for  several  years ;  and  then 
the  disease  will  disappear  for  a  number  of  years.  About  the  year 
1805  it  appeared  in  France,  and  from  that  time  until  1816  it  pre- 
vailed every  winter,  either  in  France,  Prussia,  Holland,  or  Grer- 
many,  but  in  no  other  European  countries.  It  appeared  in  this 
country  at  a  corresponding  period,  beginning  its  course  at  Medfield, 
Massachusetts,  in  1806,  and  from  that  time  until  1816  it  extended 
throughout  New  England,  Canada,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
other  States  to  the  South  and  West.  The  disease  disappeared 
from  1816  to  1822  ;  but  from  1822  until  1833  it  prevailed,  but  not 
so  extensively,  in  England,  France,  and  Italy ;  and  in  this  coun- 
try in  Connecticut  and  Ohio.  Another  epidemic  cerebral  menin- 
gitis, or  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  occurred  in  1837,  and  continued 
until  1850,  spreading  in  Europe  from  France  to  Italy  and  Gibral- 
tar, and  to  the  southwestern  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  to  Al- 
giers, and  prevailing  also  in  Ireland  and  England.  During  the 
same  epidemic  period  it  appeared  in  the  United  States,  developing 
itself  more  prominently  at  the  following  points  and  at  the  follow- 
ing dates :  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Alabama  in  1842,  and 
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continuing  until  1849,  when  it  existed  in  New  York  and  Massa- 
ehusetts,  and  in  New  Orleans  in  1850. 

From  1850  to  1851  the  disease  was  unheard  of  either  in  America 
or  Europe,  Then  it  broke  out  with  destructive  violence  in  Swe- 
den, where  it  prevailed  from  1854  to  1800.  During  this  period  it 
occurred  only  sporadically,  or  in  very  limited  local  epidemics  in 
several  towns  and  counties  in  England  and  Ireland,  while  in  this 
country  it  occurred  in  North  Carolina,  for  the  first  time  in  1850 
and  m  New  \  ork  and  Massachusetts  in  185". 

In  1801  it  reappeared  in  Holland  and  Portusral ;  and  in  1803 
it  reappeared  in  Germany,  after  an  absence  of  57  years,  and  de- 
vastated almost  every  part  of  Northern  Germany 

In  the  United  States,  from  1801  until  the  present  time,  thisepi- 
demic  has  not  ceased  to  exist  in  some  portion  of  our  widel  v  extend- 
ed domam-in  some  places  only  a  very  few  sporadic  cases,  while 
in  other  places  it  has  prevailed  extensively,  as  for  instance  in 
Philadelphia,  where  in  the  first  three  months  of  1807  there  were 
120  cases  in  a  single  hospital-the  Philadelphia  Hospital 

I  he  disease  is  at  this  time  quite  prevalent  in  this  city,  and 
has  been  attended  with  a  large  mortality'during  the  past  winter 
and  there  are  now  about  forty  deaths  a  week;  but  in  previous 
years  ,t  cannot  have  been  as  prevalent  here  as  in  many  other 
Amer        -ties,  for  Prof  Austm  Flint,  in  the  second^dition 
of  his  Practice  of  Medicine,  issued  in  1807,  says:  "I  have  not 
as  yet,  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  affection  " 
«  From  this  history  of  cerebrospinal  meningitis  we  turn  to 
speak  of  its  cause.    That  it  has  prevailed  as  an  epidemic  no  one 
vdl  deny  who  has  studied  its  development    It  not  unfrequentl 
affects  large  numbers  in  a  single  city  or  small  district  of  count  y 
while  ni  other  cities  or  districts,  quite  near,  not  a  single  case  £ 

vet  of'.'  1Cre  T?  be  S°me  SpeClal  «mosphene°poison  d 
yet  of  the  nature  of  tins  poison  we  seem  to  have  no  knowl l£ 
It  occurs  mostly  in  the  winter  and  early  spring,  a  season  wh  n  the 
intermittent  malana  scarcely  seems  to  exist.   That  there  is  1    I Z 

Z  ^TT  °r  *5  P°iSOn  **  M  .-nerat  t  p  u"  :.; 
have  the  best  of  ev.dence  ;  for  while  typhus  it  specialh 2 nent d 
m  poor  y  vent  ated  apartments  and  from  the  atn'iosphe^  " 
and  nlthy  streets,  ,h,s  epidemic  meningitis  occurs  in  every  locality 
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high  and  low,  dry  and  moist,  those  saturated  with  moist  mias- 
mata, and  in  those  elevated  and  mountainous  districts  where  we 
have  the  purest  of  all  atmospheres. 

Vieusseux,  in  speaking  of  the  first  epidemic  in  Geneva  in 
1805,  says  that  the  disease  attacked  people  of  all  ranks  at  once, 
poor  and  rich,  in  every  district  of  the  city,  in  narrow,  dirty,  and 
crowded  rooms,  and  in  great  houses,  where  clean  and  well-aired 
chambers  had  but  a  single  occupant;  and  Stille,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  many  facts,  says:  "It  has  passed  by  large  cities, 
reeking  with  all  the  corruptions  of  a  soil  saturated  with  ordure, 
and  a  population  grimed  with  filth,  to  devastate  clean  and  airy 
villages  and  the  families  of  substantial  farmers  inhabiting  isolated 
spots." 

Nor  does  the  poison  of  this  disease  seem  specially  to  attack 
the  feeble  or  infirm,  or  those  exhausted  by  mental  labor  and 
anxiety.  Its  victims  are  more  frequently  males  than  females,  and 
it  attacks  those  who  are  young  and  vigorous  and  have  no  special 
vicious  constitutional  diathesis,  more  frequently  than  it  does  the 
weak,  exhausted,  and  scrofulous. 

It  seems  to  obtain  in  almost  every  climate.  It  has  alike  pre- 
vailed along  the  shores  of  Western  Europe  and  in  the  interior  of 
that  continent ;  along  the  seacoast  of  America,  from  Boston  to  New 
Orleans,  and  in  the  far  interior  of  Ohio,  Tennessee,  Illinois,  and 
Arkansas.  It  prevails  in  almost  every  latitude — from  Sweden  in 
Northern  Europe  to  Algiers  in  Northern  Africa ;  from  Canada  to 
the  Mexican  Gulf.  . 

The  disease  cannot,  therefore,  be  ascribed  to  any  ordinary 
climatic  origin,  for  it  obtains  in  high  altitudes,  in  low  sandy  dis- 
tricts, and  in  marshy  flats,  in  city  and  in  country,  along  the  shores 
where  we  always  have  much  atmospheric  humidity,  and  in  the 
interior  of  countries  and  continents. 

We  say  this  disease  is  epidemic,  a  term  derived  from  two 
Greek  words,  £7rz,  upon,  and  dr/jxos,  the  people  —  blowing 
upon  the  people ;  an  atmospheric  poison  affecting  several  or  many 
wherever  that  atmosphere  exists.  Now  we  say  that  one  poisonous 
atmosphere  will  develop  typhus,  and  another  typhoid,  and  another 
intermittent  fevers ;  and  that  these  atmospheric  poisons  are  distinct, 
producing  their  own  distinct  developments  of  specific  diseases. 
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We  seem  to  know  but  little  of  the  essential  nature  of  these  atmo- 
spheric poisons,  and  we  seem  to  know  less  of  that  poison  which 
develops,  under  such  diverse  circumstances  and  conditions,  the 
epidemic  meningitis. 

Most  physicians  recognize  not  only  that  typhus  and  typhoid 
are  epidemic,  but  that  in  many  instances  they  are  so  virulent  as  to 
be  contagious  :  L  e.  that  they  may  be  taken  by  inhaling  the  breath 
of  the  patient,  or  by  inhaling  the  exhalations  which  arise  from  the 
perspiratory  and  other  secretions.  Most  writers  do  not  believe  in 
the  contagiousness  of  meningitis  :  they  strongly  insist  that  it  is 
not  so,  and  they  assert  that  there  is,  therefore,  no  danger  of  a  per- 
son taking  the  disease  from  visiting  the  sick-room  of  one  affected 
by  it.  All  admit  that  it  is  a  violent  and  malignant  disease, 
a  zymotic  or  blood-poison  disease ;  and  yet  they  say  it  is  not  de- 
pendent 11  on  a  contagion  communicated  from  man  to  man."' 

While  it  may  be  true  that  this  disease  is  not  generally  con- 
tagious, we  ought  to  say  that  we  have  seen  a  few  instances  in 
which  it  seemed  to  be  contagious.  We  have,  in  several  instances, 
seen  two  persons  in  the  same  family,  and  in  one  family  four  per 
sons,  attacked,  the  one  after  the  other,  and  yet  there  was  not,  to  our 
knowledge,  another  case  in  that  neighborhood.  We  have  seen 
this  only  in  violent  cases.  We  have  not  sufficient  data  to  strongly 
base  a  definite  conclusion,  but,  judging  from  this  limited  experi- 
ence, we  are  compelled  to  suspect  that  this  disease  is  sometimes 
contagious — especially  like  typhus  and  typhoid — in  its  more  ma- 
lignant and  putrid  forms. 

All  pathologists  regard  this  disease  as  being  as  really  zymotic 
as  is  diphtheria,  or  typhus,  or  erysipelas,  and  it  is  this  class  of 
diseases  which  is  eminently  contagious. 

The  two  essential  factors  of  the  disease  are,  in  fact,  inflamma- 
tion and  the  specific  poisoning  of  the  blood.  Tourdes,  who  wrote 
his  work  in  1842,  said  :  M  It  is  a  specific  inflammation,  a  poison- 
ing, a  cerebral  typhus,  produced  by  a  specific  miasm  which  has  an 
elective  affinity  for  the  membranes  of  the  nervous  centres.'' 

THE  PATHOLOGICAL  ANATOMY 

of  this  disease  is  confirmed  by  multitudes  of  dissections.  We  can- 
not speak  from  personal  observation,  because  it  has  not,  as  yet, 
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occurred  to  us  to  lose  a  patient  suffering  from  this  affection.  The 
lesions  are  definite  and  well  understood,  and  are  stated  with  much 
uniformity  by  all  those  who  have  written  monographs  upon 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

The  disease  is  an  inflammation  of  the  meninges  of  the  brain 
and  spinal  chord.  The  appearances  of  the  blood-vessels  are  those  of 
inflammation.  If  the  case  prove  fatal  in  only  a  few  hours,  we  find 
congestion  and  serous  effusion  ;  if  the  duration  be  longer,  we  have 
those  other  products  of  more  advanced  inflammation,  lymph  and 
pus.  These  products  are  found  upon  the  meninges  and  within 
their  cavities,  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent,  according  to  the  extent 
of  the  inflammation.  Sometimes  the  exudation  is  extensive,  cover- 
ing most  of  the  surface  of  the  brain  and  spinal  chord  with  a  thick 
layer  of  lymph,  situated  chiefly  beneath  the  arachnoid  membrane. 
When  more  limited,  it  is  oftener  found  at  the  base  of  the  brain 
than  upon  its  upper  and  lateral  surfaces.  The  base  of  the  cere- 
bellum is  specially  liable  to  be  affected.  The  spinal  chord  presents 
the  same  products — serum,  lymph,  and  pus;  but  it  not  un- 
frequently  occurs  that  these  structures  are  not  involved  in  the  in- 
flammation. It  seems  probable  that  the  disease  generally  com- 
mences in  the  cerebellum  or  medulla  oblongata,  and  that  cerebral 
or  spinal  extension  is  a  matter  of  development  from  this  great 
nervous  centre.  Indeed,  there  has  been  so  marked  a  distinction 
in  regard  to  the  development  of  this  disease,  that  in  some  sections 
of  the  country  physicians  have  divided  their  cases  into  those  in- 
volving the  brain  only,  and  those  involving  both  the  spinal  chord 
and  brain.  In  some  sections  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  this 
time,  the  physicians  state  that  the  cerebral  cases  are  successfully 
treated,  while  those  involving  the  spine  also,  are  generally  fatal. 

The  blood-vessels  are  not  only  turgid,  but  the  inflammatory 
exudations  also  exist  along  their  course.  The  substance  of  the 
brain  is  generally  softened,  and  not  unfrequently  the  spinal  chord 
also.  The  blood  itself,  after  death,  is  generally  dark  and  liquid, 
indicating  disorganization.  In  severe  cases  the  vitality  of  the 
blood  is  rapidly  destroyed.  Examined  under  the  microscope,  the 
edges  of  the  blood-disks  have  a  crenated  or  shrivelled  appearance ; 
and  we  are  led  to  the  conclusion  that  among  the  causes  of  death  in 
this  disease  must  be  included  the  gravest  disorganization  of  the 
blood. 
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SYMPTOMS. 

If  we  are  asked,  "What  are  the  symptoms  of  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis  ?  we  say :  The  symptoms  will  differ  exceedingly  in 
different  cases.  If  the  disease  be  essentially  confined  to  the  brain, 
we  have  principally  the  symptoms  of  cerebritis.  If  both  brain 
and  spinal  chord  be  involved,  we  have  those  of  inflammation  of 
the  spine  superadded.  If  the  disease  be  rapidly  developed,  we 
may  have  a  furious  fever,  wild  delirium,  spasms.  Bearing  these 
general  divisions  in  mind,  we  may  state  briefly  the  several  symp- 
toms of  the  disease  as  they  are  exhibited  by  the  nervous  system, 
the  circulation,  respiration,  the  secretions,  the  digestive  system, 
and  the  skin. 

Headache  is  rarely  absent  in  the  first  steps  of  this  disease.  Au- 
thors mention  cases  so  malignant  and  rapidly  fatal  that  it  is  not 
developed — delirium  and  stupor  striking  the  patient  at  once.  We 
have  never  seen  such  a  case,  although  in  two  cases  there  was  from 
the  first  partial  delirium  and  raging  fever,  along  with  a  severe 
headache,  when  the  patients  were  conscious  enough  to  know  any- 
thing. They  would  seem  to  be  stupid  for  a  moment,  and  then 
yell  their  outcries  of  awful  headache.  Premonitory  headache  is 
the  rule  of  this  disease.  Sometimes  the  patient  complains  of  head- 
ache, malaise,  and  chilliness  for  several  days  before  the  more  active 
development  of  the  disease.  It  is  an  initial  symptom,  and  the 
patient  speaks  also  of  giddiness,  or  dizziness,  and  there  is  a  general 
prostration  of  the  nervous  system.  Tourdes  says  :  "Vertigo  was 
among  the  earliest  symptoms.  Sometimes  it  confused  the  mind 
and  rendered  walking  impossible.  In  two  cases  the  patients  were 
seized  with  a  giddiness,  which  compelled  them  to  whirl  round, 
when  they  fell,  and  did  not  rise  again."'  In  the  more  active  cases, 
headache  is  generally  one  of  the  most  marked  and  prominent 
symptoms.  Vieusseux  and  Mathe}r,  in  describing  the  epidemic 
meningitis  occurring  at  Geneva  in  1805,  describe  this  headache 
as  u  acute  "  and  violent ;  Fiske,  epidemic  of  1810,  speaks  of  it  as 
14  distress  almost  amounting  to  torture,  particularly  through  the 
temples ;  "  Fish,  epidemic  in  Ilartford,  Conn.,  1809,  says  the  pain 
is  u  sharp  and  lancinating,"  and  is  "  sometimes  confined  to  a  small 
spot;  "  Gallup,  in  his  "  Sketches  of  Epidemic  Diseases  in  the  State 
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of  Vermont,"  published  in  1S15,  says  this  headache  is  felt  "in 
the  forehead  between  the  eyes;  "  and  Hale,  in  his  "History  and 
Description  of  an  Epidemic  Fever,  commonly  called  Spotted 
Fever,"  published  in  1815,  says  "that  in  a  few  instances  it  in- 
creased until  it  produced  delirium."  In  a  recent  case  in  Eighty- 
third  Street,  in  this  city,  the  patient  was  attacked  about  noon,  as 
say  the  friends,  with  a  very  severe  headache  with  vomiting.  The 
physician,  who  was  immediately  called,  stated  that  the  disease  was 
not  yet  developed,  and  solicited  counsel,  and  declined  to  prescribe 
for  the  present.  That  evening  the  patient  died.  I  trust  that  if 
any  of  us  were  called  to  a  similar  case  of  sudden  and  violent  head- 
ache with  vomiting,  we  should  know,  at  least,  what  to  look  for, 
and  would  think  that  now  or  never  is  the  time  for  effective  treat- 
ment. 

Vomiting  is  very  commonly  present  in  the  forming  stages  of 
this  disease  along  with  the  headache.  It  is  a  somewhat  persistent 
symptom,  and  continues  long  after  the  ingesta  of  the  stomach  are 
dislodged.  And  yet  we  very  seldom  have  any  matters  ejected  of 
an  unusual  or  morbid  appearance.  We  have  retching  and  the 
vomiting  of  mucus,  or  mucus  and  gastric  juice.  The  matters  ejected 
and  the  post-mortem  after  fatal  cases  do  not  indicate  gastric  lesions. 
We  may  have  bile,  after  protracted  emesis,  but  generally  a  whitish 
and  viscid  liquid  resembling  mucus.  Another  fact  relating  to  the 
vomiting  is  that  it  is  often  excited  by  the  patient's  suddenly  rais- 
ing himself  up.  Now  these  three  elements  of  the  vomiting,  viz., 
the  absence  of  gastric  lesions,  the  character  of  the  matter  ejected, 
and  the  fact  that  nausea  or  emesis  followed  the  moving  of  the 
head,  all  indicate,  most  plainly,  the  cerebral  origin  of  the  often 
severe  and  persistent  nausea  and  vomiting.  The  disease  is  of  the 
brain,  and  the  vomiting  is  sympathetic.  In  yellow  fever  the 
matters  vomited  are  peculiar,  and  we  have  the  severest  gastric 
lesions  on  post-mortem  ;  in  remittent  fever  they  are  bilious  ;  in 
typhus  vomiting  is  rare,  and  usually  supervenes  later ;  in  the  in- 
vasion of  small-pox  or  scarlet  fever  of  a  grave  character  we  may 
have  severe  vomiting,  but  it  is  not  so  persistent,  nor  is  the  char- 
acter of  the  headache  so  severe,  or  so  exclusively  located  in  the 
frontal  region. 

Debility. — In  connection  with  the  headache  and  vomiting,  we 
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find  generally  a  sinking  sensation  in  the  epigastrium,  which 
indicates  also,  as  we  think,  the  relation  of  the  pneumo-gastric 
nerve  to  those  nerves  of  organic  life  distributed  to  the 
stomach.  It  might  be  said,  indeed,  that  this  prostration 
of  nerves  of  organic  life  was  only  an  effect  of  the  general 
prostration  of  the  system  ;  but  when  we  think  how  intimate 
are  the  relations  and  sympathies  of  the  brain  and  stomach, 
it  seems  reasonable  to  ascribe  this  utter  prostration  of  the  stom- 
ach to  the  sympathy  referred  to.  Along  with  this  gastric  debility 
and  sinking,  we  have  general  prostration,  and  this  prostration 
differs  from  that  of  typhus  and  typhoid,  in  that  it  is  so  early 
and  so  sudden.  The  patient  is  generally  prostrated  from  the 
commencement  of  the  attack.  Xort.h  speaks  of  it  as  "a  great, 
surprising,  and  sudden  loss  of  strength  ;  "  he  refers  to  it  as  "  a  con- 
stant and  prominent  symptom and  he  adds  that  "  syncope 
sometimes  occurs.''  Fish  says  that  "  the  strength  of  the  patient, 
from  the  moment  of  the  attack,  was  completely  prostrated. " 

Delirium  is  seldom  absent  in  this  disease.  It  may  be  wild  and 
maniacal,  or  it  may  be  stupid  and  foolish  ;  it  may  be  total,  or  the 
patient  may  have  momentary  intervals  of  reason  ;  it  may  last  for 
weeks,  or  it  may  last  only  a  day  or  two.  There  are  some  cases 
commencing  with  violent  insanity,  with  even  unnatural  strength  ; 
and  then  it  will  be  very  soon  followed  by  a  powerless  exhaus- 
tion of  the  muscles  and  a  comatose  brain.  Coma  that  is  profound 
we  have  not  seen.  "We  have  seen  it  comparative  and  transient 
Profound  coma  would  indicate  severe  lesions,  from  which  we 
should  scarcely  expect  the  patient  to  recover.  If  there  is  to  be 
any  success  in  our  treatment,  it  must  be  in  preventing  the  devel- 
opment of  that  inflammation  which  causes  the  exudation  of  lymph. 
The  early  effusion  of  serum  we  must  also  prevent,  or  secure  its 
speedy  absorption.  Coma,  in  a  marked  degree,  and  of  any  con- 
siderable continuance,  would  certainly  indicate  a  fatal  result. 
From  such  grave  changes  in  the  blood,  from  meningeal  inflamma- 
tion, and  from  the  brain-structure  being  so  severely  involved,  we 
are  to  expect  coma  toward  the  approach  of  death.  If  we  cannot 
forestall  and  prevent  with  a  most  decisive  medication  this  awful 
inflammation,   its  products,  and  the  influences  of  those  pro- 
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ducts,  then  indeed  we  are  not  masters  of  the  disease,  but  the 
disease  is  master  of  our  patient's  life. 

Hyperesthesia  of  the  skin  is  a  marked  symptom  of  this  dis- 
ease. Sometimes  the  entire  surface  is  so  morbidly  sensitive  as 
to  be  sore  to  the  touch.  The  patient  does  not  like  to  move, 
because  it  hurts  him.  In  other  cases,  the  soreness  is  only  partial. 
Press  upon  some  parts  of  the  limbs  and  body,  and  he  shrinks, 
and  otherwise  evinces  that  you  hurt  him  ;  press  upon  other  places, 
and  he  gives  no  evidence  of  any  morbid  sensibility  of  the  skin. 

Ancesthesia  of  the  cutaneous  nerves  exists  in  a  few  cases ;  there 
is  numbness,  or  insensibility.  JSTiemeyer  ascribes  this  to  pressure 
upon  the  posterior  roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  by  exudation  mat- 
ter, and  this  is  entirely  probable.  Patients  complain  of  numb- 
ness and  coldness,  which  are  frequently  alternated  with  a  prick- 
ling sensation. 

-  Pain  in  the  spine  and  limbs  is  a  prominent  symptom  in  all  those 
cases  in  which  the  spine  is  much  involved.  Even  when  the 
patient  shows  no  symptoms  of  pain  in  the  spine,  pressure  along 
the  spinal  column  will  generally  indicate  decided  tenderness  of  a 
greater  or  less  section  of  the  spinal  nerve.  Again,  the  initial  point 
of  tenderness  has  been,  in  the  cases  which  we  have  seen,  in  the  upper 
portion,  corresponding  to  the  cervical  and  upper  portion  of  the 
dorsal  vertebras.  We  have  always  looked  early  for  evidences  of 
inflammation  here,  and  have  immediately  directed  remedies  to 
relieve  spinal  tenderness  and  pain.  Again :  Does  not  this  seem 
to  indicate,  as  before  suggested,  that  inflammation  in  the  lower 
portions  of  the  nerve  is  produced  by  extension  along  the  menin- 
ges from  above ;  and  also  that  we  may  hope  to  abort  the  spinal 
complication  if  we  adopt  efficient  treatment  to  overcome  the 
earlier  inflammation  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  ?  We 
have  thought  this  to  be  a  strong  point  in  the  successful  treat- 
ment of  this  disease.  When  this  pain  in  the  upper  portion  of  the 
spine  is  stopped  by  treatment,  it  has  seemed  to  be  an  important 
part  of  the  cure ;  at  least,  the  other  symptoms  were  mitigated, 
and  the  point  of  successful  control  of  the  disease  seemed  to 
be  reached. 

Opisthotonos  is  almost  pathognomonic  of  this  affection.  It  is 
caused  by  the  congestion  of  the  membranes  of  the  chord,  or  by 
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the  pressure  of  the  effused  serum  or  lymph  upon  the  chord.  We 
have  this  drawing  back  of  the  head  and  permanent  spasm  in  a 
large  proportion  of  cases,  especially  in  some  epidemics.  Dr.  Strong, 
who  wrote  in  1811,  says:  "During  the  first  two -years,  the  exten- 
sor muscles  of  the  head  and  neck  were,  in  almost  every  case, 
affected  with  true  spasm.  *  *  *  This  symptom,  however,  dis- 
appeared with  the  petechial  spots,  and  during  the  last  two  years 
was  rarely  observed."  Dr.  Parks,  who  wrote  in  1864,  states 
that  out  of  261  cases,  severe  opisthotonos  existed  in  107,  slight 
in  80  cases,  and  in  nearly  all  of  26  cases,  so  that  the  symptom 
was  absent  in  only  48  ;  or  in  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
number.  This  contraction  and  rigidity  affects  many  other  por- 
tions of  the  muscular  system.  It  is  sometimes  partial  and  local, 
and  sometimes  general.  It  frequently  affects  the  flexors  of  the 
upper  and  lower  extremities,  without  affecting  other  muscles. 
A  novel  development  of  this  muscular  rigidity  is  given  in  a  case 
related  by  Dr.  Gordon,  in  the  Dublin  Medical  Press  and  Circular 
for  May,  1867,  in  which  "  the  patient  lay  on  her  abdomen,  and 
refused  to  allow  herself  to  be  moved  on  her  back  or  on  either 
side.  Her  spine  presented  a  most  wonderful  uniform  curve  con- 
cave backward ;  her  head  was  also  curved  backward  on  the  spine 
of  the  neck." 

Convulsions,  or  clonic  spasms,  have  been  frequently  observed 
in  this  disease,  especially  in  children. 

Loss  of  muscular  power,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and  affecting 
the  patient  during  the  graver  stages  of  the  disease,  or  perhaps 
continuing  for  weeks  after  the  commencement  of  convalescence, 
is  often  met  with. 

The  eyes  have  almost  every  appearance,  and  we  may  almost 
say  every  pathological  condition.  We  may  have  redness,  or  a 
glaring  brightness,  or  a  dullness  which  indicates  almost  absolute 
senselessness.  We  may  have  increased  sensibility,  or  no  sensi- 
bility ;  dilated  pupils  generally,  but  sometimes  contracted  pupils  ; 
or  the  patient  may  be  blind.  Dr.  Fish  states  a  few  instances  in 
which  blindness  was  the  first  deviation  from  health,  and  was 
generally  followed  by  raving  delirium.  In  some  of  these  cases, 
sight  was  restored  in  a  few  hours ;  in  the  others,  after  a  few  days  ; 
but  several  authors  give  instances  of  permanent  loss  of  the  sight. 
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The  hearing  is  not  un frequently  affected  during  more  or  less 
of  the  duration  of  the  disease ;  and  not  very  unfrequently 
patients  lose  their  hearing  during  recover}-.  Purulent  dis- 
charges from  the  ears  have,  in  a  few  cases,  followed.  Permanent 
loss  of  hearing  is  sometimes  the  result  of  this  disease.  As  Stille* 
remark?,  deafness  "  appears  to  depend  chiefly  upon  the  pressure  of 
the  plastic  exudation  in  which  the  auditory  nerves  are  imbedded." 

The  condition  of  the  tongue  has  not  offered  any  special  indica- 
tion of  pathology,  or  suggested  special  indication  of  treatment, 
in  the  cases  we  have  seen.  It  has  usually  been  moist  and  coated 
with  a  whitish  fur,  and  in  a  verv-  few  cases  was  dry  and  more 
or  less  brown.  But  we  scarcely  ever  have  the  dark  sordes,  and 
cracking,  and  putrid  effluvia,  so  common  in  aggravated  typhoid 
or  typhus. 

The  bladder  is  very  liable  to  retention.  It  seems  to  have 
little  contractile  power ;  and  even  when  there  seems  to  be  frequent 
urination,  or  even  incontinence,  if  we  examine  the  hypogastrium 
we  find  the  bladder  full.  We  should  naturally  expect  this  if  the 
spine  be  much  affected ;  but  we  sometimes  have  retention,  or  an 
unconscious  dribbling,  when  the  special  spinal  symptoms  are  not 
developed. 

The  respiratory  symptoms  are  not  such  as  to  indicate  pulmo- 
nary complications.  If  the  case  be  particularly  grave,  we  may  have 
those  respiratory  characters  which  result  from  injury  to  the  nerves 
which  preside  over  respiration.  Any  disease  involving  so  prima- 
rily the  nervous  system,  will  produce  some  pathological  condi- 
tions of  breathing — sighing,  or  labored,  or,  if  there  be  coma,  long 
and  heavy  and  snoring  respiration. 

The  pjidse  varies  exceedingly,  not  only  in  different  cases,  but  in 
different  stages  of  the  same  case.  It  varies  greatly,  unaccounta- 
bly, even  in  a  single  hour,  in  some  cases.  Nearly  all  authors 
speak  of  it  as  small,  thready,  and  weak,  as  being  almost  always 
so.  It  is  so,  many  times;  but  in  many  cases  it  has  not  been  so 
uniformly  of  this  character  as  has  been  represented  by  most 
authors.  May  not  the  depletive  treatment  of  the  disease  pursued 
by  many  of  these  observers  have  changed  the  natural  history  of 
the  disease  in  this  respect?    So  it  has  seemed  to  me. 

The  physician  who  observes  a  case  for  the  first  time  will  be 


1872.]       Antagonism  between  Chloral  and  Calabar  Bean.  547 


surprised  at  tjie  sudden  and  remarkable  variations  in  the  action  of 
the  heart.  In  a  single  hour  the  pulse  will  change  from  slow  to 
rapid;  or  from  strong  to  feeble,  and  vice  versa.  It  will  rise  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  pulsations  per  minute,  in  a  very  short  time. 
You  leave  your  patient  with  a  pulse  of  eighty,  and  at  your  next 
visit,  two  hours  later,  find  it  one  hundred  and  thirty.  No  disease 
is  so  remarkable  for  its  sudden  and  extreme  variations  of  the 
pulse  as  cerebrospinal  meningitis.  The  pulse  of  prostration  and 
of  reaction  follow  each  other  with  a  suddenness  which  shows  alike 
the  powerful  depressing  agencies  of  blood-poison  and  the  results 
of  effusion  upon  the  nervous  centres,  and  the  struggles  of  the 
vital  powers  to  reassert  their  rule. 

{To  be  continued  in  July  number.] 


PERISCOPE. 


Antagonism  between  Cldoral  and  Calabar  Bean. 

Is  five  experiments  on  as  many  rabbits,  fatal  closes  of  the 
extract  of  calabar  bean  were  injected  hypodermically  after  the 
full  effects  of  chloral  were  produced,  with  a  view  to  determine 
how  far  the  poisonous  influence  of  the  former  was  counteracted 
by  the  latter.  In  every  case  the  convulsions  were  checked,  and 
life  prolonged,  but  death  ultimately  resulted. 

Experiment  6.  Three-quarters  of  a  grain  of  the  bean  extract 
injected  killed  a  full-grown  rabbit,  with 'violent  general  convul- 
sions, in  six  minutes. 

Experiment  7.  Repeated  in  a  similar  rabbit,  after  fifteen  grains 
of  chloral.  No  general  convulsions,  but  death  occurred  in  two 
hours  and  fifty -three  minutes. 

Experiment  8.  Repeated  in  a  rabbit  weighing  six  pounds,  after 
fifteen  grains  of  chloral.  No  general  convulsions,  but  insensibil- 
ity and  profuse  salivation,  paralysis,  and  muscular  twitchings; 
death  in  one  hour  and  three-quarters. 

Experiment  9.  Repeated  in  a  rabbit  weighing  six  pounds.  Same 
phenomena  produced,  lasting  three  and  one-quarter  hours,  when 
the  animal  slowly  recovered.    Three-quarters  of  a  grain  of  the 
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extract  of  calabar  bean  would  probably  kill  any  rabbit  in  from 
six  to  eight  minutes.  The  influence  of  chloral,  in  counteracting 
this  result,  was  most  marked,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  experiments 
shown. — London  Practitioner. 


Sulphate  of  Iron  in  Suppuration. 

A  child,  burned  all  over,  was  lately  brought  into  the  hospital. 
The  suppuration  from  the  wounds  was  so  profuse  and  offensive, 
that  the  ward  in  which  he  lay  was  almost  uninhabitable.  He 
was  placed  in  a  bath  containing  two  handfuls  of  sulphate  of  iron. 
The  cessation  of  pain  was  almost  immediate ;  after  repeating  the 
bath  twice  a  day,  for  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  at  a  time,  the  sup- 
puration moderated,  the  fetid  odor  disappeared,  and  the  patient 
rapidly  recovered. — Boston  Journal  of  Commerce. 


New  Treatment  of  Hydrocele, 

The  Gazette  Hebdomadaire  contains  a  paper  prepared  by  M. 
Monod,  describing  his  method  of  treating  hydrocele  and  other 
serous  accumulations,  by  injecting  alcohol,  either  pure  or  diluted. 
He  first  makes  a  puncture  and  draws  off  a  drachm  or  more  of 
the  fluid,  and  then  injects  the  alcohol.  The  operation  is  repeated, 
if  necessary.  By  this  method  he  succeeded  in  curing  three 
cases  of  hydrocele,  and  a  serous  cyst  of  the  neck  resembling 
goitre,  the  injection  of  a  small  quantity  of  alcohol  causing  a  rapid 
absorption  of  the  entire  fluid,  without  inflammation  and  without 
requiring  the  patients  to  remain  in  bed.  He  suggests  the  same 
method  for  other  serous  accumulations. — Pacific  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal, 


Rabies. 

M.  AuziAS  TuRENNE  endeavors  to  establish  a  parallel  between 
the  phenomena  of  rabies  and  those  of  syphilis.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Marochetti  considered  that  the  virus,  after  hav- 
ing been  absorbed  by  the  wound,  enters  the  circulation,  and  then 
gathers  under  the  tongue.  From  the  third  to  the  ninth  day,  small 
vesicles  containing  the  virus  appear  on  each  side  of  the  traenum 
linguae,  and  are  called  lyssaa.  He  believes  that  by  cauterizing 
these  vesicles  the  further  progress  of  the  disease  would  be  pre- 
vented. Experience  has  not  confirmed  these  views,  but  M. 
Turenne,  starting  from  the  phenomena,  has  attempted  to  liken 
rabies  to  syphilis,  and  thelyssae  to  the  infecting  chancre. — Domin- 
ion Medical  Journal, 
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Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Whooping  Cough. 

Dr.  Beaufort  uses  the  bromide  of  potassium  with  syrup  of  tolu 
and  an  alcoholic  preparation  of  aconite,  combined  together,  and 
by  the  aid  of  these  three  remedies  he  has  seen  the  disease  cured 
in  an  average  of  twelve  days. 


Tincture  of  Gelscminum  in  Tetanus.- 

In  the  Baltimore  Medical  Journal  is  recorded  a  recovery  from 
tetanus,  for  which  gelsemium  was  administered.  The  disease 
lasted  seventeen  days,  during  which  time  twenty  ounces  of  the 
tincture  were  taken.  During  the  first  twelve  days  the  patient 
took  from  half  a  drachm  to  two  drachms  every  hour. 


Injury  of  the  Eye. 

Dr.  H.  M.  Sogie  {Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter)  reports 
the  following  case,  which  occurred  in  his  practice :  A  man  was 
blown  out  of  a  mill  by  the  explosion  of  a  boiler.  He  received, 
along  with  other  injuries,  a  wound  over  the  supra-orbital  arch. 
The  iris  was  seen  to  be  detached  at  its  upper  border  for  about  one- 
fifth  of  its  circumference,  and  it  hung  down  near  the  middle  of 
the  lens,  which  was  not  detached  from  its  place.  There  was  but 
little  hemorrhage,  and  but  slight  iritis  followed  the  accident.  After 
the  patient  had  recovered  from  the  other  injuries  (fracture  of  both 
limbs)  the  sight  remained  unimpaired,  except  in  so  far  as  it  was 
interfered  with  by  the  mal-position  of  the  iris. 


Abscess  within  the  Cranium. 

Professor  N.  R.  Smith  reports  in  the  Baltimore  Medical  Journal 
the  following  very  remarkable  case  :  In  the  summer  of  1869,  I 
was  consulted  by  the  Kev.  M.  C,  of  Virginia,  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  in  regard  to  the  results  of  an  injury  of  the  cranium,  which 
injury  was  sustained  twenty  years  before.  The  injury  was  inflict- 
ed by  an  accidental  blow  from  a  sharp  stone,  on  the  left  parietal 
bone. 

The  blow  was  followed  by  inflammation  of  the  pericranium — 
suppuration  and  detachment  of  that  membrane  from  the  bone. 
Then  followed  necrosis,  and  a  final  separation  and  discharge  of  a 
small  sequestrum,  involving  both  tables  of  the  bone.  There 
remained  a  fistulous  opening,  which  never  closed  during  the  long 


550 


Abscess  within  the  Cranium, 


[J  une, 


eriod  of  twenty  years.  It  so  little  interfered  with  his  general 
ealth  that  he  continued,  during  that  time,  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  hi3  calling,  though  occasionally  suffering  pain  in  the  head  and 
vertigo,  especially  when  the  discharge  was  in  any  way  impeded. 

Dr.  Yan  Bibber,  of  this  city,  saw  and  examined  the  case  with 
me.  We  found  the  fistulous  orifice  surrounded  by  granulations, 
which  in  a  measure  impeded  the  discharge.  The  pus  which  was 
daily  discharged  was  of  ordinary  consistence  and  appearance, 
but  was  fetid. 

"We  inserted  with  care  an  ordinary  probe,  which,  to  our  sur- 
prise, sank  by  its  own  weight,  apparently  through  a  fluid,  into 
the  cavity  of  the  cranium  fully  two  and  a  half  inches,  when  it 
encountered  the  membranes  of  the  brane.  By  exploring  with 
the  instrument  cautiously,  in  different  directions,  we  ascertained 
the  existence  of  a  hemispheroidal  cavity  within  the  cranium, 
almost  co-extensive  with  the  parietal  bone. 

On  withdrawing  the  instrument,  we  found  it  covered  with  fetid 
pus.  The  opening  in  the  cranium  was  smaller  than  a  quill,  and 
was  obstructed  by  granulations  investing  its  canal.  The  efforts 
of  nature  to  restore  the  normal  condition  of  the  parts  were  defeat- 
ed by  the  inadequacy  of  the  discharge,  and  the  occasional  aggra- 
vation of  symptom  was  attributable  to  the  increase  of  the  granu- 
lations, which  obstructed  the  flow. 

I  immediately  advised,  Dr.  Yan  Bibber  concurring,  that  the 
crown  of  a  trephine  should  be  applied  and  a  button  of  bone  be 
removed  from  the  cranium. 

With  the  aid  of  Dr.  Yan  Bibber,  I  immediately  applied  a  tre- 
phine about  seven-eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  progress 
of  the  section  was  slow  and  difficult,  the  bone  being  found  of 
ivory  hardness,  much  thicker  than  common,  and  of  unequal 
thickness  in  various  parts  of  the  circumference.  We  proceeded, 
however,  without  hesitation,  knowing  that  the  membranes  were 
far  removed  from  the  inner  surface.  At  length  the  button  was 
pried  out,  and  there  immediately  issued  some  three  ounces  of 
fetid  pus. 

We  feared  some  disturbance  of  the  cerebral  functions  from  the 
sudden  removal  of  such  pressure  from  that  organ,  but  nothing 
notable  resulted.  We  applied  light  dressings,  so  as  to  allow  the 
discharge  to  flow  without  impediment. 

No  morbid  phenomena  of  any  kind  resulted.  By  inspection 
and  by  the  probe  it  was  ascertained  that  the  dura  mater  was 
slowly  rising  and  the  cavity  being  obliterated.  He  left  us  some 
ten  days  after  the  operation. 

I  saw  the  patient  last  summer  on  his  journey  to  the  Episcopal 
Convention.  He  had  entirely  recovered. — Medical  Archives,  May, 
1872. 
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Ovarian  Cyst  in  a  Child  Eight  Years  Old. 

Reported  by  Q  G.  Goodrich,  M.D.,  Minneapolis. 
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Ovariotomy  during  Pregnancy. 
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pints  of  fluid  were  withdrawn.  The  clamp  was  removed,  and 
the  bowels  acted  on  the  eighth  day.  Pregnancy  went  on  uninter- 
ruptedly, and  a  living  child  was  born  at  the  full  period.  Dr. 
Goddard  said  that  the  compound  nature  of  the  cyst  precluded 
the  idea  of  tapping,  as  also  did  the  risk  of  peritonitis,  suppura- 
tion of  the  cyst,  and  the  formation  of  adhesions.  Premature 
labor  was  not  induced,  because  the  patient  was  already  beginning 
to  suffer  constitutional  disturbance  from  the  double  burden,  and 
it  was  doubtful  whether,  by  the  time  a  viable  child  could  be 
born,  they  would  not  have  assumed  such  magnitude  as  to  imperil 
the  patient's  safety ;  whereas,  if  abortion  were  induced,  the  child 
would  be  lost  and  the  tumor  would  remain. 

Dr.  Eoss  related  a  case  in  which  Mr.  "Wells  had  operated 
under  more  adverse  circumstance,  as  the  lady  was  much  broken 
down  in  health  at  the  time  of  the  operation.  A  small  ovarian 
tumor  was  diagnosticated  eighteen  years  ago.  The  patient  was 
subsequently  married,  and  Dr.  Koss  had  attended  her  in  four 
labors.  In  no  instance  was  parturition  attended  with  any  seri- 
ous difficulty.  During  gestation  the  tumor  appeared  to  become 
smaller.  The  tumor  rapidly  increased  about  a  year  ago,  and  Mr. 
Wells  removed  it  successfully,  the  patient  being  about  two  months 
pregnant. 

Mr.  Spencer  Wells  said  that  the  existence  of  the  cyst  for  eighteen 
years,  and  the  pressure  on  its  walls  of  hard  bone-like  masses, 
had  led  to  the  diagnosis  of  a  dermoid  tumor.  He  had  performed 
ovariotomy  four  times  during  pregnancy,  and  all  the  patients  had 
recovered. 

Dr.  Bantock  said  that  the  diagnosis  of  pregnancy  at  an  early 
stage,  complicated  with  an  ovarian  tumor,  was  not  always  easy. 
In  considering  the  performance  of  the  radical  operation  in  these 
cases,  one  fact  was  worth  any  number  of  theoretical  objections. 

Mr.  Scott  referred  to  a  case  of  ovariotomy  which  he  had 
recently  performed.  The  patient  had  passed  through  two  labors 
at  term  in  safety. — British  Medical  Journal. 


Hysterotomy. 

Reported  by  M.  Yarnall,  M.D.,  Assistant  Physician  to  the  St. 
Louis  Institution  for  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  Women. 

This  report  embraces  fifteen  cases  ;  this  is  the  number  in 
one  hundred  and  twenty-four  gynaecological  patients  presenting 
themselves  for  treatment  at  the  clinic  of  Dr.  T.  L.  Papin,  sur- 
geon in  charge  of  the  Institution  for  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of 
Women,  upon  whom  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  perform  the 
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operation  of  hysterotomy  for  the  relief  of  dysmenorrhcea  and 
sterility. 

This  operation  has  become,  among  many  medical  men,  the 
opprobrium  of  gynaecological  practice,  doubtless  from  its  frequent 
and  indiscriminate  performance,  and  often  unfortunate  results. 
Hysterotomy,  however,  must  always  maintain  a  prominent  place 
in  uterine  surgery  for  the  relief  of  mechanical  obstructions  of  the 
uterine  canal. 

The  bilateral  section  has  not  been  performed  at  the  Institution, 
having  never  been  regarded  as  necessary  ;  there  have  been  two 
classes  of  cases  operated  upon,  and  two  methods  of  operating; 
the  first  class  of  cases  were  those  in  which  the  obstructions  were 
caused  by  flexions,  versions,  congestions,  inflammations,  and  tor- 
tuous uterine  canals  produced  by  fibroids  or  other  causes. 

The  second  class  were  cases  of  conical  and  slightly  elongated 
uterine  necks;  in  these  last  the  os  is  often  exceedingly  con- 
tracted, so  much  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  introduce  a  very  small, 
probe;  the  canal  is  also  in  the  majority  of  instances  very  small 
and  the  uterus  seems  to  be  only  partially  developed.  This  was 
the  case  in  two  of  the  patients  included  in  the  report. 

In  the  former  class,  hysterotomy,  as  performed  by  Prof.  Simp- 
son, was  adopted.  The  hysterotome  devised  by  him  for  this  op- 
eration has  rather  a  greater  caliber  than  the  Simpson  uterine 
sound,  and,  instead  of  a  gentle  curve  like  the  latter,  is  but  an 
obtuse  angle  ;  it  has  but  one  blade, which  is  guarded  and  arranged  in 
such  a  manner  that  it  can  be  opened  after  it  is  introduced  in  the 
uterine  canal ;  the  width  of  the  incision  is  regulated  by  a  screw 
in  the  handle,  the  point  of  the  instrument  is  passed  beyond  the 
obstruction,  the  blade  opened,  and  the  instrument  withdrawn, 
cutting  from  within  outward  through  the  obstacle.  If  it  is  deemed 
necessary,  the  instrument  can  be  re-introduced,  and  turned  so  as 
to  make  an  incision  directly  opposite  the  former.  This  is  rarely 
necessaiy. 

In  the  latter  class  of  cases,  viz.,  the  "  conical  necks,"  the  sec- 
tion extends  from  the  internal  os  through  the  entire  neck,  to  the 
junction  of  the  mucus  membrane  of  the  vagina  in  the  cul  de  sac 
of  Douglass  to  that  of  the  uterus.  In  both  of  these  operations 
an  effort  is  made  to  attain  the  same  object,  viz.,  the  cure  of 
dysmenorrhcea  and  sterility.  In  the  cases  of  dysmenorrhcea,  the 
enlarged  uterine  canal,  after  the  operation,  will  permit  the  free 
flow  of  the  menses.  In  cases  of  sterility  the  seminal  fluid  can 
pass  into  the  uterine  canal.  In  cases  of  conical  elongated  necks, 
previous  to  an  operation,  this  is  almost  impossible,  on  account  of 
the  anatomical  malformation.  After  the  operation,  it  can  be  easily 
conceived  that  the  enlarged  external  os,  which  extends  posteriorly 
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to  the  cul  de  sac  of  Douglass,  will  overcome  this  difficulty  ;  it 
may  here  be  remarked  that  in  those  cases  in  which  the  uterus 
seems  to  be  only  partially  developed,  we  can  hardly  hope  to 
cure  sterility,  and  the  dysmenorrhcea  can  only  be  ameliorated. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  cases  operated  on  after  Simpson's 
method : 

One  case,  unmarried,  with  tortuous  contracted  uterine  canal 
with  dysmenorrhcea,  resulting  from  previous  inflammatory  action  ; 
the  operation  was  performed  twice.  An  interval  of  three  months 
elapsed  between  the  operations.  Sea-tangle  tents  were  also  used 
in  this  case,  without  the  slightest  relief  being  afforded. 

Three  cases,  unmarried,  severe  dysmenorrhcea,  resulting  from 
ante-flexions,  producing  constriction  at  the  internal  os.  These 
cases  were  all  relieved.  In  two  the  Meigs  ring,  and  in  one  the 
ante-flexion  pessary  of  Thomas  was  used,  as  a  support  to  the 
uterus. 

Four  cases,  married,  ante-flexions  and  dysmenorrhcea ;  in  all 
of  this  number  three  were  sterile.  The  dysmenorrhcea  was  cured 
in  three  cases,  one  was  slightly  benefited,  and  one  reported  preg- 
nant.   Suitable  pessaries  were  employed  in  these  cases. 

Two  cases,  married,  with  retroflexions  and  severe  dysmenor- 
rhcea. One  was  cured  ;  one  is  better,  though  she  still  suffers.  A 
Hodge  pessary  was  used  in  one  case,  a  Smith  pessary  in  the  other. 
This  makes,  in  all,  ten  cases  operated  on,  after  Simpson's  method. 
Of  these,  seven  were  cured  of  dysmenorrhcea,  one  much  benefited, 
one  slightly  benefited,  and  one  not  at  oil  relieved. 

POSTERIOR  SECTIONS. 

Three  cases,  married,  conical  necks  of  the  womb ;  all  suffering 
with  dysmenorrhcea,  and  all  sterile.  In  one  case  the  womb  was 
only  three-fourths  the  ordinary  size.  In  this  case  the  d}^smenor- 
rhcea  is  only  slightly  better ;  in  the  two  remaining  cases,  both 
were  relieved  of  the  dysmenorrhcea,  and  one  is  pregnant. 

Two  cases,  unmarried,  conical  necks,  one  with  only  a  partially 
developed  womb — both  suffered  severely  with  dysmenorrhcea. 
The  patient  with  undeveloped  womb  was  only  slightly  benefited 
by  the  operation  ;  the  other  case  was  relieved.  This  makes  five 
cases  of  conical  uterine  necks  operated  on  by  making  a  posterior 
section.  Of  these,  three  are  cured  of  dysmenorrhcea  ;  the  two 
remaining  cases  are  very  little  benefited.  Total  :  of  fifteen 
cases  reported,  ten  are  cured,  two  benefited,  and  three  not  much 
improved. 

The  after  treatment  in  all  these  operations  consisted  in  making 
an  immediate  application  of  Liq.  Ferri  per  Sulph..  and  requiring 
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the  patients  to  keep  quiet  for  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours.  Every 
two  or  three  days  a  metallic  sound  was  passed  through  the  inci- 
sion to  prevent  union.  Neither  of  these  operations  arc  difficult  to 
perform,  and  in  no  instance  has  unpleasant  symptoms  followed. 
The  results  in  the  fifteen  cases  speak  for  its  efficacy,  and  should 
complete  failure  follow  the  proceeding,  no  injury  will  be  done  to 
the  organ.  We  believe  the  use  of  the  hysterotome  in  mechanical 
obstruction  of  the  uterine  canal  to  be  far  preferable  to  forcible 
dilatation  with  metallic  instruments.  These  latter  are  liable  to  set 
up  severe  metritis,  by  rupturing  the  uterine  fibres.  The  use  of 
the  sponge  tent  is  also  more  dangerous  than  hysterotomy.  The 
sea-tangle  is  less  so,  but  our  experience  teaches  us  that  they  are 
less  effectual. — Northwestern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  March, 
1872. 


Cereb  ro- Spinal  Men  ing  it  is. 

BY  J.  G.  VAX  DEWALKER,  M.D.,  LAFAYETTE,  INDIANA. 

As  the  above  disease  has  been,  and  is  yet,  epidemic  with  us, 
and  is  destroying  very  rapidly  those  afflicted,  and  since  my  suc- 
cess in  treating  the  disease  is  good  beyond  precedent,  I  ask  to  lay 
before  the  readers  of  your  journal  the  treatment  pursued  by  me, 
which  perhaps  may  be  the  means  of  prompting  others  to  rely 
more  on  improved  medical  therapeutics  than  on  the  author- 
ity of  medical  practitioners  who  report  a  mortality  of  over 
fifty  per  cent.  Some  four  weeks  since,  I  published,  in  the 
Daily  Courier,  my  treatment  for  the  fell  disorder,  a  part  of  which 
is  here  appended : 

"During  the  present  epidemic  the  fatality  has  even  been  greater 
than  in  1847  or  1865,  as  at  Dayton,  Bradford,  Eemington,  and  in 
our  own  city  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  cases  thus  far  have  proved 
fatal.  In  my  own  practice  I  have  had  splendid  success.  The  first 
cases  that  came  under  my  care  I  closely  watched  for  special  indica- 
tions, as  pointed  out  by  symptoms,  as  to  what  was  the  action  of  the 
morbid  poison  on  the  brain  and  spine.  I  soon  discovered  that  the 
extreme  thirst,  dilated  and  fixed  pupil  of  the  eye,  and  vomiting, 
were  indications  that  the  disease  was  acting  on  the  brain  and  spine, 
similar  to  belladonna  in  poisonous  doses,  and  in  the  tetanic 
contraction  of  the  muscles,  the  locked  jaw,  the  cross  eyes,  the 
head  drawn  back,  the  stiffened  and  bent  spinal  column,  the  con- 
vulsive twitching  of  the  muscles  of  the  face  and  limbs,  all  clearly 
showing  that  the  disease  was  producing  the  same  result  on  the 
brain  and  nerves  generally  that  is  produced  by  strychnine  ;  hence 
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I  concluded  that  cerebrospinal  meningitis,  or  ike  spinal  morbid  ele- 
ment producing  that  disease,  acted  on  the  system  as  belladonna 
and  strychnine  combined;  hence  I  came  to  the  conclusion  the 
proper  treatment  would  be  the  same  as  should  be  given  in  case 
of  poisoning  by  the  above  named  articles.  The  remedies  used  by 
me  are  as  follows  :  Calabar  bean  in  tincture,  to  antidote  the 
belladonna  and  strychnine  symptoms,  in  doses  ranging  from  five 
to  twenty  drops,  according  to  the  age  of  the  patient.  Where 
there  are  fevers,  with  convulsions,  I  give  aconite,  tincture  of 
leaves,  and  tincture -of  gelseminum,  equal  parts,  from  two  to  ten 
drops  every  two  hours,  according  to  the  age  and  condition  of  the 
patient.  Where  there  is  collapse  (coldness)  I  give  tincture  arnica 
montana  in  place  of  aconite,  two  to  six  drops,  till  reaction  takes 
place.  Then  continue  the  aconite  and  gelseminum,  alternated 
with  tincture  calabar  bean  until  all  the  peculiar  meningitic  symp- 
toms have  abated  or  are  modified,  then  give  a  brisk  but  mild 
cathartic.  In  the  onset  of  the  attack  it  is  imperatively  necessary 
to  apply  counter-irritants  to  the  spinal  column  below  the  nape  of 
the  neck,  but  never  on  the  neck  or  head ;  also,  to  the  limbs, 
feet,  hands,  etc.  Cold  should  never  be  applied  to  the  head,  as  it 
produces  congestion  and  aggravates  the  symptoms.  When  water 
is  applied  to  the  head  or  neck  it  should  be  tepid.  After  the 
head  symptoms  are  abated,  and  stimulants  seem  to  be  required, 
there  is  nothing  better  than  composition  tea,  to  be  had  at  any 
drug-store.  With  the  above  remedies  judiciously  managed, 
two-thirds  of  the  fatal  cases  at  least  may  be  saved.  I  base  this 
conclusion  on  my  success  in  treating  the  disease  in  this  city 
during  the  past  winter,  as  I  have  had  over  thirty  cases  under 
treatment  and  lost  but  one,  and  ten  of  those  cases  were  of  the 
worst,  or  convulsive  type.  Usually  they  begin  to  mend  in  two  or 
three  days.  I  am  aware  that  my  treatment  and  conclusions  are 
not  backed  by  ancient  authority,  but  by  common  sense  and 
success." 

Quinine  and  morphine  are  always  followed  by  bad  results  in 
this  disease,  when  given  during  the  time  of  cerebral  excitement. 

Since  then  I  have  treated  twenty  additional  cases,  with  the  same 
results,  viz.,  a  fraction  less  than  4  per  cent,  mortality.  My  suc- 
cess I  attribute  largely  to  2,  free  use  of  the  tincture  of  calabar  bean, 
in  all  cases  where  there  are  any  symptoms  of  spasm,  or  convul- 
sive twitching  of  the  muscles  of  the  trunk  or  limbs.  I  also  find 
that  calabar  bean  is  equally  .  efficacious  in  ^  headache  or 
backache,  caused  by  inflammation  or  nerve  irritation.  I  was 
led,  over  one  year  ago,  to  try  calabar  bean  in  a  case 
of  spinal  irritation.  Case,  Mrs.  Vina  Shreve,  age  36,  injured 
in   the   lumbar    portion   of   the   spine  twelve  years  before, 
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resulting  in  abscess  opening  through  the  ovaries,  via  Fallonpian 
tube  and  uterus ;  which  injury  and  resulting  disease  produced 
curvature  and  a  state  of  almost  constant  irritation,  and  discharge 
from  the  uterus.  At  the  time  spoken  of,  the  family  had  moved, 
which  brought  on  a  recurrence  of  inflammation  of  the  entire  spinal 
column,  which  resulted  in  all  the  phenomena  of  lock-jaw.  The 
limbs  were  Stiffened  so  much  that  it  was  impossible  to  move  them 
without  causing  great  suffering  to  the  patient.  The  arms  were 
extended  tttid  twisted  outwardlv,  while  the  palms  of  the  hands 
were  outside,  and  thumbs  drawn  downward ;  her  head  drawn 
back,  with  a  constant  twitching  of  the  muscles  of  the  entire  body  ; 
the  eyes  crossed,  and  exhibiting  jerking  motion  of  the  balls  and 
lids.  As  the  case  appeared  a  desperate  one,  I  gave  at  once  tea 
drops  of  Garrison  &  Murray's  tincture  calabar  bean,  which  was 
repeated  in  one  hour.  I  applied  a  preparation  externally,  of 
alcohol  and  oil  peppermint,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ounce  of  the 
oil  to  one  pint  of  alcohol.  In  one  and  a  half  hours  after  the  first 
dose,  all  the  tetanic  symptoms  disappeared,  and  the  patient  fell 
into  a  quiet  sleep.  I  then  continued  the  calabar  bean  in  five- 
drop  doses,  three  times  per  day,  with  the  best  results  following. 

Since  then  I  have  used  it  largely  in  all  cases  of  spinal  or  cere- 
bral irritation,  with  the  same  good  resuls.  And  when  this  terri- 
ble epidemic  made  its  appearance,  I  found  calabar  bean  true  to 
its  work  and  character,  as  before  manifest  in  other  cases  of  cere- 
bral and  spinal  irritation. —  Chicago  Medical  Times,  May,  1872. 


The  Xervous  Systems  of  the  Carolina  Sisters. 

During  a  recent  visit  to  Scotland  of  Millie-Christine,  known  as 
the  "Carolina  Sisters,"  experiments  were  made  by  Prof  Struthers 
and  Dr.  A.  Buchanan  on  their  forms  of  sensibility  and  other 
peculiarities  of  function  in  their  nervous  systems.  The  following 
letter  by  Dr.  Buchanan  is  a  portion  of  the  correspondence  on  the 
subject,  as  published  in  the  Lancet  of  February  24th  : 

The  reason  of  my  taking  so  much  interest  in  the  nervous 
development  of  the  two  sisters  is,  that  it  appears  to  me  to  afford 
a  most  beautiful  illustration  of  the  separate  existence  of  two 
forms  of  sensation,  which  we  usually  see  combined,  but  which  I 
have  long  held,  both  on  physiological  and  psychological  grounds, 
to  be  quite  distinct  from  each  other.  I  give  them  the  names  of 
passive  and  discrimiautivc  sensation.  By  sensation  we  mean  the 
process  or  action  by  which  certain  changes  that  take  place  in  the 
condition  of  the  body  excite  corresponding  changes  of  conscious- 
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ness  in  the  mind.  In  passive  sensation,  the  mind,  although  cog- 
nizant of  a  change,  gives  no  heed  to  it  as  it  glides  past  on  the 
ever-varying  stream  of  consciousness.  In  discriminative  sensation, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  attention  is  aroused,  and  the  mind  volun- 
tarily directs  the  sentient  organs  to  assist  in  the  performance  of  an 
act  of  judgment  as  to  the  nature  of  the  sensations.  Discriminative 
sensation,  as  implying  both  volition  and  judgment,  requires  in- 
dispensably the  brain  as  its  chief  instrument.  Passive  sensation, 
again,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  brain,  requiring  only  the 
medullary  cord,  with  its  nerves  and  ganglia,  for  its  instruments. 
This  has  been  demonstrated  experimentally  by  Flourens  and  other 
physiologists,  who  found  that,  after  removing  the  cerebral  and 
cerebellar  hemispheres,  while  all  the  higher  faculties  of  the  mind 
were  abolished,  mere  bodily  feeling,  or  passive  sensation,  con- 
tinued as  acute  as  before.  Now,  the  Carolina  Sisters  exhibit  to 
us  a  similar  experiment  made  by  the  delicate  hand  of  Nature,  and 
as  far  surpassing  the  coarse  manipulations  of  the  dissecting-room 
as  the  answers  given  by  these  bright  and  intelligent  girls  are 
more  worthy  of  reliance  than  the  deductions  made  from  the  cries 
and  writhings  of  a  mutilated  and  half-unconscious  animal. 

If  I  do  not  misinterpret  your  investigations,  they  lead  to  the  two 
following  conclusions :  1.  That  each  sister  has,  in  her  own  person, 
the  functions  of  the  nervous  system  quite  complete,  having,  in 
particular,  perfect  sensation  over  the  whole  body,  and  full  com- 
mand over  all  the  voluntary  muscles.  2.  That  each  of  them,  in 
addition  to  perfect  sensation  in  her  own  person,  has  passive  sen- 
sation all  over  the  lower  limbs  of  her  sister ;  that  she  gets  from 
this  last  source  the  sense  of  touch  or  contact,  the  sense  of  pain, 
the  sense  of  heat  and  cold,  and  the  sense  of  movement  in  any 
part  of  the  limbs  ;  but  that  all  these  sensations  are  merely  passive, 
and  so  indefinite  that  they  cannot  be  made  the  basis  of  any  act 
of  judgment — as,  for  instance,  to  determine  whether  a  touch  felt 
has  been  made  on  the  great  toe,  the  ankle,  the  knee,  or  the  thigh. 

As  to  the  state  of  the  nervous  system  which  accompanies  these 
wonderful  phenomena,  we  can  only  guess.  According  to  the 
medical  men  who  have  had  the  best  opportunities  of  judging  of 
the  mode  of  union  of  the  two  sisters,  there  is  no  osseous  union 
higher  up  than  the  lowest  third  of  the  sacrum;  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  the  lower  parts  of  both  vertebral  canals  are  still 
open  behind,  as  we  see  them  in  the  embryo,  and  as  they  continue 
permanently  in  cases  of  spina  bifida.  The  coalescence  of  the  two 
embryos  must  have  taken  place  at  a  very  early  period  of  develop- 
ment, and  the  bones  would  thereafter  adapt  themselves  to  the 
condition  of  the  soft  parts.  We  have  simplv,  however,  to  in- 
quire what  mode  of  union  of  the  true  nervous  systems  would 
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produce  the  phenomena  described  above,  and  none  other.  We 
must,  I  think,  put  aside  the  hypothesis  that  the  two  spinal  cords 
are  united  posteriorly  at  their  lower  ends,  or  that  there  is  a  co- 
alescence or  intermingling  of  the  posterior  roots  of  the  two  cords  ; 
for  each  sister  has  the  functions  of  the  nervous  system  perfect  in 
her  own  person,  which  she  could  not  have  without  a  normal 
structure  of  the  cord,  and  normal  distribution  of  the  nervous 
fibres.  It  seems  to  me  more  probable  that  there  is  fusion  of 
the  lowermost  intervertebral  and  sympathetic  ganglia.  There 
might  be  a  necessity  for  the  conjunction  of  the  latter,  to  give 
unity  of  action  to  the  conjoined  pelvic  viscera..  We  have,  how- 
ever, at  present  only  to  do  with  the  former,  which  we  must  sup- 
pose to  be  coalescent,  and  so  to  form  only  a  single  instead  of  a 
double  series,  from  the  second  lumbar  vertebra  downward.  In 
this  way,  each  ganglion  becomes  the  common  centre  to  the  same 
nerves  of  the  right  and  left  limbs,  alternately,  of  the  two  sisters, 
and  sends  a  commissure  (posterior  root)  to  the  alternate  sides 
of  the  two  spinal  cords ;  and  every  impression  made  on  the 
nerves  of  the  lower  limbs  follows  a  single  tract  as  far  as  the  in- 
tervertebral ganglion,  where,  divaricating,  it  passes  by  the  two 
commissures  to  the  alternate  sides  of  the  two  spinal  cords.  By 
this  arrangement  the  two  sisters,  speaking  of  them  together,  have 
sensation  and  cross  reflex  action  everywhere  over  the  four  lower 
limbs;  but,  speaking  of  them  individually,  each  sister  has  per- 
fect sensation,  voluntary  motion,  and  direct  reflex  action,  in  her 
own  limbs,  while  over  the  limbs  which  do  not  belong  to  her  she 
has  no  voluntary  power  of  motion,  and  derives  from  them  only 
passive  sensation  and  cross  reflex  action. 

Speculations  like  these  are  of  little  moment  compared  with  the 
unquestionable  fact  that  you  have  ascertained  that  each  sister  has 
one  kind  of  sensibility  in  her  own  limbs,  and  another  quite 
different  throughout  the  limbs  of  her  sister.  This  seems  to  me  so 
important  that  you  should  lose  no  time  in  communicating  it  to 
the  medical  public,  who  are  manifestly  not  aware  of  it,  nor  alive 
to  its  important  bearings.  If  we  are  still  to  look  upon  the  head 
as  the  "dome  of  thought,''  are  we  no  longer  to  regard  it  as  the 
"  palace  of  the  soul  v  ? — that  is,  are  we  to  assign  to  consciousness 
a  wider  residence  in  the  three  layers  of  the  germinal  membrane 
and  the  tissues  developed  from  them?  British  physiologists 
could  not  but  regret  deeply  if  these  bright  girls  were  allowed  to 
leave  this  country  before  every  fact  connected  with  their  complex 
organization  had  been  carefully  ascertained ;  more  especially  as 
centuries  may  elapse  before  such  another  opportunity  presents 
itself  of  cross-questioning  Nature  as  to  the  laws  by  which  she 
governs  the  nervous  system.  A.  Buchanan. 
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Hahnemann  Outdone. — Dr.  J.  B.  Owens,  in  the  transactions  of  the 
Ohio  State  Homoeopathic  Society,  for  1871,  describes  a  case  of  peri- 
odic asthma,  recurring  every  eighth  day.  He  administered  one  dose 
of  sulphur — the  one  thousandth  attenuation  ! — and  told  the  patient  to 
report  in  four  weeks.  He  reported  feeling  much  better.  The  Doc- 
tor then  gave  one  dose  of  sulphur — the  fifty-five  thousandth  attenu- 
ation ! ! — and  directed  his  patient  to  call  in  six  weeks.  At  the  end  of 
this  time,  he  reported  no  more  return  of  asthma,  and  that  he  felt  bet- 
ter than  for  over  two  years  previously. 

In  order  that  some  slight  conception  maj  be  formed  of  the  character 
of  those  so-called  doses,  let  us  for  a  moment  consider  how  they  are 
obtained.  The  first  centesimal  attenuation  of  sulphur  is  made  by 
triturating  one  grain  of  sulphur  with  ninety-nine  grains  sugar  of 
milk ;  the  second  by  triturating  one  grain  of  this  mixture  with 
ninety-nine  grains  sugar  of  milk;  the  third  by  triturating  one  grain 
of  the  second  with  ninety-nine  grains  sugar  of  milk ;  and  the  fourth 
from  the  third  in  the  same  manner,  and  so  on  until  the  desired  atten- 
uation is  reached. 

One  grain  of  the  first  attenuation,  therefore,  contains  the  .01  (one 
hundredth)  of  a  grain  of  the  medicine.  The  second  contains  the 
.0001  (one-thousandth)  ;  the  third,  the  .000001  (one  millionth),  and 
so  on,  adding  two  ciphers  to  the  decimal  for  each  additional  attenua- 
tion, until  the  desired  dilution  is  reached.  To  obtain  the  attenuation 
of  the  first  dose  administered,  the  process  must  be  repeated  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  times ;  and  the  decimal  fraction  represent- 
ing the  medicinal  constituent  of  this  attenuation  will  contain  (1.999) 
nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  ciphers  !  and  that  of  the  second 
(109.999)  one  hundred  and  nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine.  The  ciphers  required  to  express  this  last  attenuation  if  printed 
in  the  type  used  for  the  Review  would  fill  over  forty-four  of  its  pages 
or  would  make  a  single  line  over  nine  thousand  feet  long. 

Now,  this  is  not  the  wild  delusion  of  a  single  mind,  for  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  gave  expression  to  similar  views,  and  a  Dr.  Fincke 
has  taken  out  a  patent  for  the  preparation  of  these  high  attenuations, 
which  are  now  largely  used  in  homoeopathic  practice. 
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A  spiritualist  doctor,  in  Maine,  is  reputed  to  have  directed  a  patient 
to  nil  a  vial  with  water  and  leave  it  uncorked  over-night;  asserting 
that  his  spirit  would  enter  the  uncorked  vial,  and  thus  impregnate 
it,  alter  which  it  was  to  be  closely  corked  and  administered  for  the 
cure  of  the  patient's  malady. 

We  are  unable  to  decide  which  requires  the  greatest  amount  of 
credulity — belief  in  the  spiritualist's  vial  of  water,  or  Dr.  Owens' 
high  attenuations. 


Completion  of  Volume  VII. — This  number  completes  the  sev- 
enth volume  of  the  Review;  and  a  reference  to  the  elaborate  table 
of  contents  will  give  some  idea  of  the  extended  range  of  useful  mat- 
ter it  contains,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  labor  required  in  its  pre- 
paration. There  are  numerous  single  articles  in  it  worth  to  the 
busy  physician  many  times  the  amount  of  a  year's  subscription  ;  and 
wTe  are  gratified  to  know  that  its  value  is  realized  by  a  large  class 
of  the  most  liberal  and  intelligent  physicians  of  our  school. 

We  return  our  thanks  to  many  subscribers  for  their  prompt  remit- 
tances, and  for  the  wrords  of  approbation  and  encouragement  that 
reach  us  from  every  section  of  the  country.  We  shall  endeavor  to 
make  the  next  volume  even  more  valuable  than  any  preceding  one ; 
and  we  appeal  to  our  friends  everywhere  to  make  a  little  exertion 
to  aid  us  in  extending  its  circulation.  If  each  one  would  send  us  a 
single  new  subscription,  it  would  at  once  double  its  circulation  and 
influence.    Howr  many  will  do  it  ? 


Monthly  Meeting  of  Neav  Yoek  City  Eclectic  Medical 
Society. — At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  held  May  15th,  an  interesting  paper  on 
Alcoholism  was  read  by  Dr.  A.  B,  Whitney ;  and  an  elaborate  essay 
on  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  was  read  by  Professor  Paul  W.  Allen. 
A  portion  of  the  latter  paper  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  the 
Review,  and  the  remainder  will  appear  in  the  July  number.  We  are 
confident  that  the  gravity  of  the  subject  and  the  general  interest 
felt  in  its  discussion  will  fully  justify  the  length  of  this  paper. 


A  title-page  for  Volume  VI  will  be  found  in  this  number.  Its  pub- 
lication at  the  proper  time  was  omitted  by  an  oversight  of  the 
printer.   This  will  render  the  volume  complete  for  binding. 
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NEWS  AND  MISCELLANY. 


MEETINGS  OF  MEDICAL  SOCIETIES. 

The  Indiana  Eclectic  Medical  Association  met,  according  to 
appointment,  in  Corinthian  Hall,  Lafayette,  on  Tuesday,  May  7th, 
G.  S.  Cowdy,  M.D.,  in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  several  candidates  were  reported 
upon  by  the  censors  and  duly  elected  to  membership. 

Prof.  L.  E.  Jones,  of  Cincinnati,  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 

Various  committees  were  appointed,  and  other  business  of  only 
local  interest  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

The  Association  reassembled  on  Wednesday,  at  9  o'clock  a.m. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Pickerill,  of  Indianapolis,  reported  a  form  of  diploma, 
or  certificate  of  membership,  and  was  authorized  to  have  the  same 
executed. 

Professors  A.  L.  Clark  and  J.  R.  Duncan,  of  Chicago,  were 
elected  honorary  members  of  the  Association. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Colleges  was  pre- 
sented and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  It  has  become  manifest  that  certain  medical  colleges, 
i.  e.,  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  and  one  allopathic — 
or  regular — medical  college  of  New  York,  and  the  Philadelphia 
University  of  Medicine,  have  prostituted  their  previous  good  name 
and  character  by  the  sale  of  diplomas  to  persons  who  are  utterly 
unqualified  and  incompetent  without  any  presentation  of  certificate  or 
credentials  whatever ;  thus  bringing  into  disrepute  the  credit  and 
character  of  the  most  honored  of  professions,  and  placing  all  honor- 
able physicians  in  a  position  before  the  public  of  distrust  and  uncer- 
tainty, by  thus  placing  the  evidence  of  qualification  and  authority  in 
the  hands  of  unprincipled  quacks  arc!  charlatans  the  same  as  honorable 
men,  who,  by  toil  and  study,  have  prepared  themselves  for  all  the 
duties  of  the  medical  profession  ;  and  whereas  it  also  appears  that 
the  above  colleges  were  proprietary,  and  that  all  other  medical  in- 
stitutions of  education,  guilty  of  the  same  and  other  irregularities, 
have  been  under  the  proprietary  control  and  management  of  persons 
who  were  more  eager  to  secure  a  few  dollars  than  to  shun  infamy  or 
guard  the  character  and  standing  of  honest  patrons ;  therefore  be  it 

"  Resolved  :  By  the  Indiana  Eclectic  Medical  Association,  in  regular 
session,  assembled  in  the  city  of  Lafayette,  Indiana,  May  7,  1372  : 

"  First :  That  we  will  not  recognize  the  colleges  known  as  the 
Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Philadelphia  Uni- 
versity of  Medicine  as  being  in  any  sense  connected  with  the  school  of 
medicine  known  as  Eclectic;  nor  will  we  recognize  diplomas  issued 
by  them  as  valid,  or  entitling  their  holders  to  the  courtesies  due  to 
men  of  the  medical  profession. 
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"  Second  :  That  it  is  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession at  large  to  have  proprietary  institutions  for  medical  education 
as  past  experience  shows  such  to  he,  sooner  or  latter,  prostituted  to 
selfish  ends  and  interest,  and  bring  into  disgrace  not  only  persons 
graduating  in  such  institutions,  but  all  others  of  the  same  school  and 
professional  title,  as  instanced  in  the  above  colleges. 

"TJiird:  That  proprietary  colleges,  like  proprietary  medicines, 
should  bear  the  name  and  trade-mark  of  the  proprietor,  and  thus 
enjoy  the  glory  or  shame,  as  the  case  may  be,  without  causing  others 
who  have  no  part  in  the  interest  or  management  and  bear  the  Bame 
professional  name,  to  share  the  responsibility  of  all  the  misdoinffs  of 
such  proprietary  institutions.  ° 

"Fourth:  That  we,  as  physicians,  will  use  our  influence  and 
patronage  to  sustain  and  build  up  those  institutions  of  medical  edu- 
cation which  maintain  the  true  Eclectic  standard,  and  none  others 

"  Fifth  :  That  we  will  endeavor  at  all  times  to  elevate  the  standard 
ot  medical  education  by  patronizing  those  colleges  which  require 
requisite  qualifications  as  a  neccessary  condition  for  mduation 
rather  than  time  spent  in  attendance,  and  the  amount°of  money 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  was  received  and 
adopted,  and  the  following  officers  elected  for  the  ensuine  vear  • 

President — R.  R.  Hall,  Logansport  J  ' 

First  Vice-President— L.Abbott,  Indianapolis. 

Second  Vice-President— F.  A.  ^hultz,  Delphi. 

Recording  Secretary— J.  G.  Vandew  alker,  Lafavette. 

Corresponding  Secretary— II.  Long,  Shelby ville". 

Committee  on  Publication — J.  G."  Vandewalker,  J.  S.  Motter  O 
Wey burn,  of  Lafayette.  '  ' 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

"^oted.  That  this  Association  cordially  invite  the  National 
Lc  ectie  Medical  Association  to  meet  at  Indianapolis  in  September  " 

Ihe  Association  reaffirmed  the  principles  of  the  National  Eclectic 
Medical  Association. 

The  Publishing  C  ommittee  were  instructed  to  have  one  thousand 
copies  of  the  1  ransacUons  of  the  Association  printed  in  pamphlet  form 

lhe  following  resolutions  were  also  adopted  I 

"  XesolceJ,  That,  in  the  sense  of  this  Association,  we  utterlv  dis- 
approve the  efforts  being  made  to  make  the  Indiana  Medical  Collet 
a  part  of  the  State  University,  as  being  unwise,  impolitic,  and  utterly 
in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  people. 

"  lianh-ctl  That  we  utterly  oppose  any  legislation  of  a  partisan 
character,  recommending  to  public  patronage  one  School  of  medicine 

m  preference  to  another.  ™w 

«W  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Indiana  Eclectic  Medical 
C;.lu;ge  be  -quested  to  revive  the  College  by  filling  the  Board  o 
the  Faculty  and  completing  its  organization." 
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The  following  were  appointed  delegates  to  attend  the  National 
Eclectic  Association,  to  meet  next  September  : 

Wm.  Kenderick,  Indianopolis ;  G.  W.  Pickerill,  Indianapolis ;  J. 
P.  Ellis,  Peru ;  Milton  Jay,  Marion  ;  R.  R.  Hall,  Logansport ;  C.  G. 
Bartholomew,  Waveland ;  Thomas  Motter,  Lafayette ;  J.  B.  Shultz, 
Logansport ;  E.  P.  Jones,  Jonesborough. 

The  Association  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Indianapolis  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May,  1873. 

Meeting  of  the  Missouri  State  Eclectic  Medical  Association. 
— The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  will  convene  at  Moberly  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
June  next,  and  will  continue  in  session  three  days. 

All  Eclectic  physicians  in  the  State  are  not  only  cordially  invited 
to  be  present,  but  earnestly  solicited  to  attend.  We  need  a  more 
concerted  action  on  the  part  of  our  physicians  than  has  been  hereto- 
fore displayed ;  and  hope  they  will  consider  the  importance  of 
this  meeting,  both  to  themselves  as  individuals,  and  to  our  cause 
within  the  State,  and  manifest  the  same  by  a  willing  and  prompt 
attendance.  In  order  that  the  cause  of  liberal  and  progressive  medi- 
cine may  prosper,  there  must  be  co-operative  action  on  the  part  of 
its  advocates.  Then  let  all  Eclectic  physicians  in  the  different  parts 
of  the  State  become  members  of  this  society,  that  thorough  organiza- 
tion may  be  effected. 

Let  every  one  come  prepared  with  an  essay,  or  reports  of  interest- 
ing cases  in  practice,  whether  specially  appointed  or  not.  An  in- 
teresting session  is  anticipated. 

J.  A.  Munk,  M.D., 

Vice-President. 


The  Connecticut  Eclectic  Medical  Society  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  the  city  of  New  Haven,  on  Tuesday,  May  14th.  The 
following  members  were  present :  Drs.  C.  Collins,  S.  A.  Castle,  R.  K. 
Mills,  J.  W.  Johnson,  Leroy  A.  Smith,  of  Hartford  ;  L.  S.  Luddington, 
New  Britain ;  S.  B.  Munn,  Waterbury  ;  N.  D.  Hodgkins,  Rocky  Hill ; 
Dr.  Leet,  of  Branford  ;  Dr.  King,  of  Bridgeport ;  Drs.  M.  F.  Linquist, 
G.  Langdon,  and  J.  H.  Robinson,  New  Haven,  and  many  others. 

The  following  officers,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year,  were  elected  : 
President,  Leroy  A.  Smith,  Hartford  ;  Vice-President,  J.  H.  Robin- 
son, New  Haven  ;  Corresponding  and  Recording  Secretary,  N.  D. 
Hodgkins,  Rocky  Hill ;  Treasurer,  Rufus  K.  Mills,  Hartford  ;  Censors, 
J.  W.  Johnson,  Hartford,  H.  I.  Fisk,  New  London,  S.  B.  Munn, 
Waterbury. 

The  retiring  President,  Dr.  M.  F.  Linquist,  of  New  Haven,  then 
made  an  address,  and  graphically  depicted  the  triumphs  of  the  Eclec- 
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tic  method  of  practice,  and  urged  the  giving  of  students  a  high 
culture,  and  concluded,  after  recommending  the  establishment  of  local 
associations,  with  encouraging  predictions  for  the  future  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

The  Society  then  heard  reports  from  members,  who  gave  the  result 
of  their  practice  in  interesting  cases.  Among  those  who  thus  reported 
M  ore  Drs.  J.  W.  Johnson  and  Leroy  A.  Smith,  of  Hartford,  on  New 
Remedies;  Drs.  J.  H.  Kobinson,  New  Haven,  and  N.  D.  Hodgkins, 
Rocky  Hill,  on  Obstetrics;  Dr.  C.  C.  Clark,  Middletown,  on  Surgery. 

Prof.  Paul  W.  Allen,  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New 
York,  made  a  short  address,  giving  some  valuable  hints  in  regard  to 
practice.  U 

The  following-named  were  appointed  to  report,  at  the  next  meeting, 
cases  of  interest  occurring  in  their  practice: 

Surgery— Drs.  C.  C.  Clark,  C.  E.  Calley,  S.  P.  Leete. 

Obstetrics — Dr.  J.  W.  Johnson,  J.  H.  Robinson,  S.  B.  Mann. 

New  Remedies — Drs.  N.  D.  Hodgkins,  G.  N.  Langdon,  G.  A. 
Castle. 

Medical  Statistics— Drs.  H.  L  Fisk,  R.  K.  Mills,  M.  F.  Linquist. 

Dr.  Hodgkins  gave  an  account  of  an  interesting  case  in  his  practice. 
He  treated  a  man  for  tape-worm,  and  after  giving  him  a  prescription 
secured  seventy  feet  of  tape- worm.  In  about  a  month  after,  he  treated 
the  man  with  the  same  prescription,  and  got  over  one  hundred  feet  of 
worm.  About  three  months  after  he  gave  the  prescription  again, 
and  obtained  over  twenty-five  feet  of  tape-worm,  making  two  hundred 
and  twenty-live  feet  secured  in  six  months.  The  Association  recom- 
mended that  the  doctor  continue  the  practice. 

Among  the  newly-elected  members  of  the  Society  are  Dr.  A.  J. 
Jaques,  of  Bridgeport,  and  Dr.  Bailey,  of  Middletown. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  Middletown,  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  October,  1872. 

Action  was  taken  favorable  to  the  Review,  and  commending  the 
Building  Fund  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  New  York. 

Twenty  delegates  were  chosen  to  the  National  Eclectic  Medical 
Association,  and  delegates  were  appointed  to  attend  the  State  meet- 
ings of  several  States. 

Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society. — The  Tw  elfth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Eclectic  Medical  Society  will  be  held 
at  the  Parker  House,  Boston,  on  Thursday  ami  Friday,  June  6th  and 
7th,  1872,  at  ten  o'clock  a.m.  Orator,  J.  S.  Andrews,  M.D.  ;  Essayists: 
Drs.  Walter  Burnham,  II.  D.  West,  F.  A.  Bosworth,  K.  W.  Geddes, 
H.  D.  Jillson,  C.  E.  Miles,  C.  E.  Dowelle,  and  Nathaniel  Jewett.  The 
annual  election  of  officers,  and  the  regular  business  transactions,  will 
occur  on  Thursday.  Annual  Address,  Friday,  atone  o'clock  p.m. 
By  order  of  the  President,  MILBKEY  GREEN,  M.D., 

Record ing  /Secretary. 

Boston  Highlands*  May  22d,  1872, 


566 


News  and  Miscellany. 


[June, 


The  Regular  Meeting  of  the  Boston  Dist.  Eg.  Med.  Soc. 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  May  7,  1872,  at  the  office  of  Dr.  Joseph  Jacksou. 

There  was  a  good  attendance,  and  the  comparatively  informal  man- 
ner in  which  the  business  was  conducted  rendered  it  one  of  the  most 
interesting  meetings  of  the  season. 

The  Essayist,  in  consequence  of  professional  duties,  being  unable  to 
prepare  himself,  at  the  call  of  the  President  there  was  a  general 
voluntary  reporting  of  cases,  which  elicited  much  discussion,  which 
took  an  unusually  wide  range. 

Dr.  Miles  reported  a  very  interesting  case  of  '*  Laryngismus  Stri- 
dulus "  in  a  boy  eighteen  months  old,  and  also  two  other  cases — one 
wherein  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  were  co-existent, — the  other, 
where  Scai  let  Fever  was  followed  by  Measles  in  about  fourteen  days. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Chase  reported  several  cases  of  epidemic  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Measles  with  two  special  cases  in  which  the  two  diseases  existed 
at  the  same  time  in  each  patient. 

Drs.  Green,  Geddes,  and  Barrows  reported  like  cases  as  having 
existed  in  their  practice. 

Dr.  Barrows  reported  a  case  of  obstinate  stoppage  of  the  bowels  ac- 
companied with  faecal  vomiting,  and  similar  cases  were  reported  by 
Drs.  Geddes  and  Green. 

Among  the  items  of  business  may  be  noted  the  admission  to  mem- 
bership in  the  Society  of  Dr.  Augustus  L.  Chase  of  Randolph. 

In  accordance  with  a  custom  adopted  at  this  season  of  the  year,  the 
Society  voted  to  adjourn  over  the  heated  term,  to  resume  its 
meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  evening  in  September. 

H.  G.  B.,  Sec. 


A  neatly  got  up  Pamphlet  in  the  German  language  has  just  been 
issued  by  E.  STEIGER,  22  and  24  Frankfort'Street,  New  York. 
The  subject-matter  is  of  particular  interest  at  the  present  day ;  and 
the  title  may  be  rendered  in  English  :  "  The  Kindergarten  in  America. 
Origin,  Character,  Significance,  and  Educational  means  of  FroebePs 
System,  and  its  Adaptation  to  American  Conditions.  Briefly  Sketched 
for  the  use  of  Parents,  Teachers,  and  Lovers  of  Children."  The 
principles  of  the  celebrated  German  educational  Reformer,  Friedrich 
Fecebel,  have  hitherto  been  only  partially  applied  in  this  country, 
but  enough  has  been  achieved  to  cause  them  to  be  extensively  and 
carefully  studied  with  a  view  to  their  more  general  adaptation  to 
America.  These  principles  are  now  everywhere  occupying  the  atten- 
tion of  thinking  men  engaged  in  education  directly  or  indirectly,  and 
they  appeal  to  the  affection  and  sound  sense  of  parents  in  general. 
The  Pamphlet  is  therefore  well-timed  ;  and  all  conversant  with  Ger- 
man will  rind  in  it  a  very  clear  exposition  of  the  System  of  Education 
it  aims  at  disseminating.  It  may  be  had  gratis  on  application  to  the 
Publisher. 
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Appeared  in  Cincinnati  in  1849-'50  and  in  1866. 

By  ORIX  E.  NEWTON,  ME.  D. 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

With,  What  to  Observe;  How  to  Prevent  an  Attack;  the  Position  of  the 
Body  to  be  Assumed;   Medicines  to  be  Kept  on  Hand,  with  full 
Direction  for  their  Use  by  Everyone  when  the  Disease 
is  Threatening  their  Locality. 


I  offer  a  brief  essay  on  the  subject  of  Cholera,  giving,  to 
some  extent,  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  disease,  especi- 
ally as  it  appeared  in  the  year  1866,  as  well  as  a  reference  to 
its  character  and  ravages  in  1849  and  1850  in  Cincinnati,  with 
some  account  of  its  progress.  I  also  present  such  practical 
hints  as  I  am  able  to  oner  in  regard  to  the  prevention  of  the 
disease,  and  its  general  management  and  cure. 

The  disease  named  is  one  which  physicians,  in  all  countries, 
have  been  forced  to  acknowledge,  in  view  of  its  danger  and 
peculiarities,  as  one  of  the  very  first  importance  ;  a  malady  re- 
quiring the  most  prompt  measures,  not  only  in  the  way  of 
guarding  against  its  advent,  but  also  in  its  treatment. 

In  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in  the  more  westerly  por- 
tions of  the  eastern  hemisphere,  Cholera  has  made  its  appear- 
ance in  three  successive  periods,  namely,  those  of  the  years 
1832-33,  184'J-'50,  and  1866,  a  fact  which  appears  to  show  a 
period  of  return  heretofore  corresponding  to  seventeen  years. 

The  course  and  ravages  of  Cholera  in  1832-'88  were  very 
alarming,  the  attacks  being  generally  fatal.    In  1849  I  became 


9 


Asiatic  Cholera: 


acquainted  with  the  complaint  by  constant  practical  observa- 
tion. Although  for  about  a  month  preceding  the  13th  day  of 
May,  1849,  in  that  year  there  had  been  in  Cincinnati  reports  of 
deaths  by  or  attacks  of  Cholera,  yet  it  was  not  until  the  day 
named,  and  on  which  some  thirteen  cases  were  reported,  that 
the  disease  was  recognized  as  being  amongst  us  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  imply  danger,  and  to  properly  constitute  an  epi- 
demic. No  sanitary  measures  had  been,  up  to  this  time,  used 
by  our  city  authorities  for  the  prevention  of  the  disease.  The 
weather  was  very  hot,  and  the  population  had  in  no  way  been 
educated  as  to  the  means  to  be  adopted  as  regards  diet,  etc.. 
with  a  view  to  preventing  attacks  of  Cholera,  or  as  to  the 
things  generally  to  be  sought  or  avoided  in  order  to  escape  its 
dangers.  As  would  naturally  be  expected,  the  disease  made 
the  most  rapid  progress,  being  permitted  to  extend  its  ravages, 
not  only  through  the  influence  of  the  active  causes,  but  also 
a  point  of  even  greater  importance — through  the  neglect  of  proper 
precautionary  measures. 

I  commenced  my  practical  familiarity  with  it  in  the  usual 
way  of  visiting  as  many  patients  as  my  time  would  allow.  My 
patients  were  generally  those  who  had  been  accustomed  to  the 
attendance  of  other  physicians  whose  services  could  not  now 
be  obtained,  so  that  I,  having  that  month  commenced  the  prac- 
tice in  Cincinnati,  was  ordinarily  called  after  much  delay.  As 
a  natural  consequence  my  Cholera  patients  during  this  seasou 
were,  as  a  general  thing,  already  far  advanced  in  the  disease 
when  I  first  saw  them;  perhaps  had  passed  through  the  first 
and  second  stages,  and  possibly  were  vomiting,  purging,  and 
cramping.  I  may  safely  say  that  fully  one-half  of  all  I  visited 
were,  when  first  seen  by  me,  already  in  a  collapsed  state.  In  fact 
a  general  panic  prevailed,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  should  claim 
much  for  the  results  of  my  practice  during  the  epidemic  in 
question.  Though  I  prescribed  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I 
still-found  that,  generally,  my  remedies  were  wholly  inadequate, 
the  disease  beiug  so  rapid  in  its  course  that  the  application  of 
the  treatment  ordered  was  commonly  too  tardy,  the  medicines 
being  procured  only  in  time  to  be  a  stage  behind  the  disease. 
If  I  found  the  patient  vomiting,  my  prescriptions  were  made 
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accordingly;  and  then,  perhaps  after  mueh  delay  ft]  waiting  at 
a  drug  store  tor  the  medicines,  the  patient  would  he  sinking 
rapidly  from  diarrhoea.  Reaching  the  patient  again,  a  similar 
delay  was  likely  to  occur  in  obtaining  the  remedies  for  the 
diarrheea;  and,  when  [was  summoned  once  more,  it  would  be, 
perhaps,  to  find  that  the  medicines  then  prescribed  tor  diar- 
rhoea had  only  arrived,  when  a  third  stage  of  cramping  had 
set  in,  or  the  patient  was  rapidly  growing  cold,  or  passing  into 
a  hopeless  collapse.  Stimulants  and  antispasmodics  would  now 
be  obtained  as  soon  as  possible,  'nut  too  frequently  after  a  repe- 
tition of  the  previous  delay,  and  often  too  late,  because  death 
was  about  to  close  the  scene. 

Under  such  disadvantages  physicians  generally,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extended,  treated  Cholera  ^1849  until  the  change 
of  seasons,  or  other  natural  causes,  operated  to  put  a  stop  to  its 
ravages.  At  its  height  the  deaths,  among  a  population  of 
about  seventy-five  thousand,  were  nearly  two  hundred  a  day. 

At  the  close  of  the  warm  season,  when  the  disease  had 
passed  away,  I  became  fully  assured  that  in  very  many  cases  in 
which  even  the  most  respectable  and  wealthy  citizens  'had  died, 
and  often  in  the  hands  of  the  most  experienced  practitioners- 
men,  perhaps,  who  had  been  their  family  physicians  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  or  more— the  fatal  termination  was  really  to 
be  traced  to  the  evil  I  have  above  pointed  out,  to-wit :  then 
being  no  remedies  on  hand  in  season  to  treat  the  particular  stage  of 
the  disease  as  presented. 

My  reflections  on  this  point,  as  well  as  on  the  frightful  mor- 
tality arising  through  other  incidental  causes,  impressed  me 
With  the  conviction  that  in  Cholera,  so  far  as  its  management 
is  concerned,  the  first  great  danger  is  in  delay,  and  I  concluded 
that  if  the  disease  made  its  appearance  again  I  would  advise 
all  others  to  do  what,  during  that  year,  I  had  not  been  able  to 
recommend,  owing  to  a  want  of  acquaintance,  as  yet,  with  the 
profession  and  citizens,  to  adopt  a  plan  which  ought  to  be  put 
in  practice,  in  my  opinion,  by  all  physicians  hating  the  care  of 
families  throughout  the  country,  as  well  as  in  the  city.  There- 
fore I  recommended  in  1850  and  1806  : 
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First,  That  encb  physician  should  thoroughly  educate,  or  in- 
form, his  patients  in  respect  to  the  best-known  means  for  the 
prevention  of  Cholera  and  Choleraic  disorders. 

Secondly,  That  he  should  also  instruct  them  in  regard  to  the 
most  practical  and  ready  means  of  treatment,  supplying  them 
with  such  when  desired,  to  be  kept  always  on  hand  and  ready 
for  immediate  use. 

It  is  in  the  carry i tig  out  of  such  a  plan  that  the  hopes  of 
every  physician's  patrons  for  immunity  from  this  formidable 
disease  should,  in  an  important  degree,  find  their  dependence. 
In  the  first  plnce,  then,  it  is  desirable  to  adopt  such  hygienic 
rules  as  will  serve,  as  far  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  Cholera.  As  regards  diet,  all  should  not  be  put  upon  the 
same  regulations,  but  each  should  adopt  such  a  course  of  diet 
as  will  tend  to  permit  a  healthy  assimilative  action.  Such  food 
should  be  eaten  as  is  likely  to  come  within  the  capacity  of  the 
stomach  to  digest  readily.  I  may  here  remark  that  the  ma- 
jority of  persons,  while  exposed  to  the  epidemic  influence  of 
Cholera,  are  liable  to  be  troubled  more  or  less  with  indigestion. 

It  was  in  1866  a  subject  of  general  remark  among  the  pa- 
tients of  all  physicians,  as  well  as  with  the  physicians  them- 
selves, that  there  was  a  considerable  portion  of  the  community 
who  were  afflicted  with  a  sameness  of  symptoms,  tkese  being 
as  follows:  Tongue  slightly  coated,  a  want  of  appetite,  an  en- 
gorged or  bloated  feeling  of  all  the  digestive  and  abdominal 
organs,  evacuations  rather  costive  and  deficient  in  quantity, 
with  some  pain  in  the  bowels.  Any  attempt  to  force  upon 
such  persons  in  this  condition  a  full  diet  would  invariably  pro- 
duce an  increased  derangement.  In  all  these  cases  I  found  it 
the  best  course  to  insist  on  the  most  rigid  diet.  For  those,  on 
the  other  hand,  who  felt  generally  very  well,  with  good  digest- 
ive powers,  I  recommended  the  continuation,  in  the  main,  of 
previous  dietetic  habits,  of  a  mixture  of  vegetable  and  animal 
food.  While,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  vegetables,  I  particularly 
enjoined  that  these  should  be  the  choicest  and  most  fresh,  and 
as  to  meats,  that  only  such  should  be  used  as  were  prepared 
with  the  greatest  care,  and  of  the  best  quality.  My  conclu- 
sions as  to  the  importance  of  these  requirements  were  based 
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upon  observations  made  in  the  years  184!)-T)(),  ami  wrere  con- 
firmed by  those  of  1866. 

1  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  all  temperate  persons 
the  continuance,  in  a  Cholera  season,  of  their  previous  habits, 
while  those  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  lining  stimulants 
somewhat  freely  will  generally  do  well  to  continue,  for  the  time, 
their  employment,  using,  however,  only  such  as  are  of  greatest 
age  and  the  purest,  and  even  these  in  very  small  quantities. 
Many  moderate  drinkers,  when  the  Cholera  made  its  appear- 
ance, drank  in  excess,  believing  that  by  the  tree  use  of  stimu- 
lants they  could  prevent  an  attack;  but  such, when  taken  with 
the  disease,  wTere  the  most  sure  to  die,  there  being  then,  appa- 
rently, no  resistive  capacity  in  the  system  by  which  to  maintain 
itself  against  so  terrible  a  disease.  Further,  [  would  call  atten- 
tion to  the  general  use  of  water  internally  and  externally.  The 
surface  of  the  body  should  be  kept  perfectly  clean,  in  order 
that  the  skin — the  principal  outlet  of  the  system — should  be 
by  no  means  obstructed.  For  this  purpose  a  sponge  bath  of 
tepid  water  may  be  used  every  night  and  morning,  followed  b}' 
free  applications  of  the  dry  towel  or  the  tlesh-brush. 

As  to  the  use  of  water  internally,  I  would  suggest  that  it 
should  always  be  used  cold,  and  in  the  form  of  ice- water, 
where  ice  can  be  had,  particularly  in  the  cities;  and  that  ice- 
water  be  always  kept  in  such  quantities,  and  in  such  position, 
where'practicable,  as  to  enable  all  to  use  it  often,  though  not  in 
large  quantities  at  a  time.  Persons  drinking  often  are  not  so 
liable  to  chill  the  stomach,  or  to  derange  the  digestive  organs 
generally,  as  by  drinking  an  undue  quantity  at  once. 

In  manufactories,  business  houses,  and  all  other  places  where 
a  large  number  of  persons  are  employed,  a  supply  of  water 
should  be  kept  ice-cold,  and  near  at  hand,  so  that  all  may  have 
ready  access  to  it.  When  convenient,  persons  who  are  traveling 
should  always  carry  ice  with  them,  so  that  as  it,  melts,  or  is 
wanted,  it  can  be  drank  in  small  quantities.  1  am  fully  con- 
vinced that  by  use  of  means  such  as  these  a  great  number  of 
cases  of  Cholera,  that  were  produced  by  drinking  large  quan- 
tities of  water,  could  have  been  prevented. 
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For  myself,  when  I  was  ready  to  leave  my  office  my  driver 
bad  always  a  small  tin  bucket  filled  with  ice  placed  ready  under 
the  buggy  seat,  and  of  the  water  melting  from  this  I  drank 
often,  so  that  I  never  became  very  thirsty.  So,  in  my  office,  I 
required  the  "water-cooler"  to  be  kept  well  supplied  with  ice. 
I  feel  that  these  apparently  trifling  means  can  not  be  too 
strongly  urged  upon  those  who  are  willing  to  do  all  that  is  cal- 
culated to  favor  the  maintenance  of  health,  and  to  protect 
themselves  against  Cholera,  when  prevailing. 

Exercise  should,  also,  at  such  times  be  attended  to,  but  by  no 
means  taken  in  excess.  Fresh  air  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance. If  the  epidemic  shall  again  arrive  in  this  country, 
those  who  may  desire  to  leave  for  a  rural  and  healthy  situation 
should,  if  possible,  do  so  before  the  disease  makes  its  appear- 
ance in  their  particular  district.  In  case  of  persons  being  ex- 
posed to  Cholera  atmosphere,  it  often  becomes  a  question 
whether  they  will  not  be  running  a  greater  risk  in  going 
abroad  than  in  remaining  at  home.  Many  persons  have  been 
suddenly  stricken  down  with  the  disease  in  their  flight. 
Apartments  to  be  occupied  in  Cholera  seasons  in  a  city  should 
be  selected  with  a  view  to  the  possibility  of  securing  prompt 
attention  in  case  of  an  attack.  In  cities  single  gentlemen  are 
likely  to  occupy  rooms  entirely  away  from  others.  Nor  should 
there  be  too  many  congregated  within  a  limited  space.  In  the 
year  1849  buildings  that  accommodated  a  great  many  tenants 
were  badly  scourged,  and  in  some  of  them  half  of  the  entire 
number  died.  The  same  fact  was  verified  and  painfully  illus- 
trated during  the  prevalence  of  the  Cholera  in  Cincinnati  in 
1866. 

Having  passed  in  review  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
practicable  means  of  preventing  the  disease,  I  now  will  refer 
to  what  my  experience  and  observation  indicated  as  the  most 
successful  means  for  its  cure.  In  the  treatment  of  Cholera  the 
great  danger  is  in  delay.  The  disease  was  almost  invariably  met 
with  in  one  of  four  stages,  viz:  Either  in  that  of  diarrhoea,  of 
vomiting,  of  cramping,  or  of  sinking — that  is,  a  state  of  col- 
lapse. In  my  early  experience  with  Cholera  in  1849  I  had  no 
means  of  choosing  the  stage  in  which  I  was  first  to  see  my  pa- 
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tients,  and  no  opportunity  of  recommending  any  particular 
course  for  the  prevention  of  the  malady.  In  1850,  however,  I 
adopted,  and  in  that  year  and  lXi.>(j  carried  out  generally,  one 
uniform  course  of  preventive  and  remedial  means.  That  is,  I 
desired  that  my  patrons  should  become  familiar  with  the 
symptoms  of  the  first  stages  of  the  disease,  and  with  the  most 
practical  remedy,  and  other  measures  for  its  prevention  ;  and 
that  they  should  also  have  on  hand  in  readiness,  with  full  writ- 
ten directions  for  use,  medicines  appropriate  to  the  four  stages 
already  referred  to — my  prescriptions  for  those  stages  being  ae 
follows : 

For  the  Diarrhoea: 

R  Tincture  Camphorae,  f.^ix. 

"  Capsici, 
Syrup i  Simplicis, 

Tincturae  Lavandulae  Coinpositae,  aa,    1*3  iii. 
Opii, 

Bourbon  Whisky,  aa,  t'^vi. 

M. 

Of  this  mixture,  one  teaspoonful  is  to  be  given  every  half 
hour  to  an  hour,  as  the  violence  of  the  diarrhoea  may  require; 
the  medicine  to  be  taken  in  a  little  water,  and  continued  until 
the  diarrhoea  is  checked.  In  some  cases,  however,  in  place  of 
the  liquid,  I  gave  a  pill  of  the  following: 

R.  Pul vis  Caniphorae, 

"      Opii,           aa,  grs.  xx. 
u  Kino, 

u      Catechu,     aa,  <>ts.  xl. 

Geranii,  grs.  jax 

\1. 

Make  into  three  and  a  half  grain  pills.  Give  one  pill  every 
half  hour  to  an  hour,  or  two  hours,  as  the  urgency  of  the  diar- 
rhoea may  require. 

For  the  Vomiting: 

H.         Aqmae  Mentha  Piperita, 
Mentha?  Virnlis, 

u      Camphonv,         aa,  fgj. 

Tincture  Opii  CamphoratiB,  t'.^iij. 
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To  check  vomiting,  one  teaspoonful  may  be  given  every  five 
minutes;  and  in  case  of  slight  nausea  only,  the  same  dose  once 
in  fifteen  minutes.  If  the  patient  be  quite  sick  at  the  stomach, 
but  with  no  vomiting,  a  teaspoonful  may  be  given  every  ten 
minutes. 

For  the  stage  of  Cramping  or  of  Sinking: 

R.    Misturas  Cajuputi  Composita?,  (American  Eclectic  Dispensatory.) 
Pure  pale  Brandy,  aa,  5  j. 

M. 

Give  one  teaspoonful  of  this  mixture  in  two  teaspoonfuls  of 
brancty,  to  which  add  two  teaspoonfuls  of  water  —  the  dose  to 
be  repeated  every  fifteen  minutes,  until  relief  is  obtained. 

The  preparations  now  described,  together  with  four  ounces 
of  the  best  brandy  and  two  ounces  of  powdered  mustard,  and 
the  whole  accompanied  with  an  article  I  had  prepared  on  the 
subject  of  Cholera,  containing  full  directions  for  their  use, 
formed  a  package  with  which  nearly  four  hundred  of  my  regu- 
lar patients  supplied  themselves.  The  practical  directions  of 
the  article  referred  to  were  substantially  to  the  effect  that  when 
the  very  first  symptom  of  either  stage  of  the  disease  made  its 
appearance,  the  patient  was  as  soon  as  possible  to  occupy  a  re- 
cumbent position,  to  cover  up  warmly,  to  apply  warm  applica- 
tions, such  as  hot  bricks  or  flat-irons,  or  bottles  or  a  jug  filled 
with  warm  water — to  the  feet,  and  a  mustard  plaster  over  the 
gastric  and  abdominal  region;  after  the  mustard  had  irritated 
the  surface,  it  was  to  be  placed  on  the  spine;  and  in  the  mean- 
time, the  medicine  was  to  be  taken  as  ordered  for  the  special 
stage  of  the  disease  present. 

Many  of  my  patrons,  when  attacked  with  Cholera  symptoms, 
would  send  for  me,  but  as  a  general  thing  they  had  so  success- 
fully used  the  medicines  themselves  that  by  the  time  I  reached 
them  they  were  so  much  relieved  as  to  require  from  me  only 
general  directions. 

If,  however,  I  found  the  ^'diarrhoea  very  bad,  I  generally  used, 
in  addition  to  the  other  treatment  for  that  stage  of  the  disease, 
an  enema,  which  was  composedas  follows: 
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R.        ftluciltgillis  Gkimmi  Acacia?,  (tliick,) 
Aci<li  Tannici, 
Aimii  Pulv.,  (staivli.) 
Tinctone  Opii, 

It 

Let  about  one-fourth  the  quantity  so  formed  be  used  after 
each  free  evacuation. 

If  I  found  much  tendency  to  coldness  in  the  region  of  the 
stomach,  I  ordered  hop  poultices,  to  follow  the  use  of  mustard; 
the  application  to  be  made  over  the  stomach,  and  to  the  spine 
posterior  to  the  gastric  region.  If  much  thirst  existed,  cold  tea' 
was  allowed  as  a  drink,  as  well  as  pieces  of  ice  to  be  taken  into 
the  mouth  frequently. 

The  patient,  when  recovering,  should  be  kept  on  a  very  light 
diet,  such  as  is  found  in  beef  tea,  broths,  tea  and  toasted  bread, 
baked  potatoes,  etc.;  and  should  by  no  means  be  in  haste  to  re- 
sume active  business.  Indeed,  a  remarkable  feature  of  Cholera 
is  the  great  debility  that  follows  as  well  as  accompanies  it. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  the  most  constant  attention 
should  be  given  to  maintaining  an  equilibrium  of  the  circulation, 
and  preventing  congestion  of  the  spinal  cord;  as  any  interfer- 
ence with  the  healthy  action  of  the  nerves  with  which  the  cir- 
culatory system  is  supplied,  or  with  the  nervous  energy  required 
to  keep  up  a  normal  capacity  of  the  blood  vessels  to  receive 
and  transmit  the  vital  fluid,  would,  and  certainly  docs,  produce 
or  encourage  the  serous  effusion  which  results  in  the  stage  called 
collapse. 

As  a  sequel,  showing  at  a  glance  the  results  of  the  system  of 
treatment  used  by  me  IB  Cholera,  and  under  my  direction  by 
my  patients,  I  made  a  report  to  the  Board  of  Health  of  Cincin- 
nati. In  it  is  given  a  list  of  the  cases  treated  by  me  in  the 
year  1866,  from  the  time  the  disease  was  recognized  as  an  epi- 
demic, which  was  on  the  7th  of  August,  until  the  last 
of  August,  when  by  the  Board  of  Health  it  ceased  to  be  so 
regarded.  In  the  meantime  the  spread  of  the  disease  had  in- 
creased up  to  the  -4th  of  the  month  named,  when  the  highest 
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number  of  deaths  reported  as  occurring  in  one  day  —  namely, 
86  —  was  reached.  From  that  date,  the  disease  began  to  decline 
rapidly,  until  the  last  of  the  month,  as  already  mentioned. 

The  exact  number  of  cases  and  deaths  has  never  been  offici- 
ally made  public  for  the  year  1866. 

From  a  lecture  delivered  in  Cincinnati  by  the  Rev.  A.  D. 
Mayo,  and  reported  in  the  Commercial,  of  March  25,  1867,  I 
copy  the  following  passage: 

"The  population  of  Cincinnati  last  year  within  municipal 
limits  was  probably  210,000,  of  which  6,000 — one  in  thirty-Jive 
of  us  all  —  were  removed  by  death.  Of  this  number,  at  least 
2,000  persons  died  of  Cholera.  Xot  less  than  4,500  cases  of 
Cholera  were  reported  to  the  Board  of  Health,  of  which  nearly 
half  were  fatal.  It  is  estimated  that  twenty  per  cent,  of  those 
who  recovered  were  left  with  permanently  impaired  health. 
Two-thirds  of  those  who  died  were  able-bodied  men  and 
women. ";  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  these  numbers  were  pri- 
vately obtained  by  Mr.  Mayo  from  the  Health  Board. 

The  cases  given  in  the  report,  treated  by  me,  with  a  few 
scattering  ones  attended  before  the  disease  was  reported 
as  epidemic,  amount  in  all  to  one  hundred  and  seven,  out 
of  which  number  there  were  only  three  deaths.  Of  these,  two 
were  German  women  who  were  far  advanced  in  the  complaint 
when  I  saw  them.  One  of  these  died  within  two  hours  of  the 
time  when  I  first  saw  her,  at  which  time  she  was  already  in 
the  stage  of  collapse.  The  second,  after  I  had  checked  her 
cramping  and  diarrhoea,  and  had  got  her  warm,  was  neglected 
by  the  nurse,  who  fell  asleep,  and  allowed  her  to  get  out  of 
bed  upon  the  cold  bare  floor;  after  this,  the  patient  at  once 
sank  a«;ain  into  a  collapsed  state.  The  third  death  was  that  of 
an  American  lady,  then  recently  from  Chicage,  who  had 
brought  with  her  some  favorite  prescription  which  she  had 
persistently  used,  though  each  dose  had  vomited  her  freely, 
until,  when  I  was  called,  she  was  almost  pulseless.  Owing  to 
the  excessive  local  irritation  established  in  the  stomach  by  the 
large  doses  of  this  cayenne  mixture  which  she  had  been  taking, 
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I  was  unable  to  control  the  spasmodic  action  induced  in  that 
organ. 

Besides  these,  there  was  only  one  fatal  case  among  those  who 
had  possessed  and  used  the  means  I  have  already  referred  to, 
to  be  kept  on  hand  for  employment  in  case  of  the  disease. 
The  person  was  a  German  lady,  who  had  eaten  a  large  quan- 
tity of  cheese  for  supper,  after  having  had  some  looseness  of 
the  bowels  the  previous  day,  and  had  then  sat  up  all  night 
with  a  sick  child.  She  was  taken  at  5  A.  \L,  had  one  evacua- 
tion, and  became  pulseless  and  cold.  Owing  to  my  being  out 
when  sent  for,  I  did  not  see  her  until  half-past  8  A.  M.;  she 
was  then  speechless,  and  died  before  eleven  o'clock.  I  lost  also 
two  cases  in  September,  after  the  disease  had  ceased  to  be  con- 
sidered epidemic,  and  when  reports  to  the  Board  of  Health 
were  no  longer  required;  but  neither  of  these  cases  came  \ 
strictly  under  a  systematic  course  of  treatment. 

Such  was  my  success  in  the  treatment  of  Cholera  in  the  year 
1866.  In  1850,  the  second  year  of  my  practice,  I  furnished  to 
the  alread\  considerable  number  of  persons  with  whom  I  had 
become  connected  as  family  physician  about  the  same  set  of 
means  for  use,  and  with  the  same  general  directions  as  those 
which  I  again  gave  out  in  1866;  and  among  the  families  so 
supplied,  1  did  not  in  the  former  year  lose  one  patient. 

The  foregoing  forms  a  striking  contrast,  in  results,  to  the  or- 
dinary success  attending  the  usual  course  of  waiting  until  an 
attack  of  Cholera  had  set  in  before  consulting  a  physician, 
where  the  fatality  has  reached  very  nearly  40  or  50  per  cent. 

Indeed,  L  am  led  to  believe  that  it  was  such  reports  as  that 
referred  to  in  this  essay,  and  those  made  by  other  reform  phy- 
sicians, that  prevented  the  publication  of  a  general  report  for  the 
city,  and  which  it  had  beeu  intended  by  the  Board  of  Health 
to  make  public.  The  individual  reports  were  even  ordered  for 
such  purpose,  peremptorily — that  the  Board  might  be  able  to 
make  a  public  report.  Such  a  request  was  made  of  me  on  the 
28th  of  August  in  the  year  in  question,  by  a  note  from  the 
President  of  the  Board.    Though  the  reports  generally  are 
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laid  away  or  hidden,  yet  the  public  are  becoming  more  enlight- 
ened, as  they  gradually  come  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the 
facts,  upon  which  to  predicate  a  correct  conclusion  as  to  the 
comparative  success  of  medical  men  of  the  different  systems 
of  practice.  And  while  we,  as  Eclectic  Physicians,  have  had 
thus  to  contend  against  such  injustice,  we  should  spare  no 
pains  to  make  an  honorable  expose  to  the  public  of  all  that 
we  feel  sure  is  accomplished  by  us,  with  a  success  superior  to 
that  of  the  Allopathic  practice. 

The  tables  were  prepared  with  much  care,  and  give  the  entire 
result  of  one  hundred  and  seven  cases,  showing  the  date  of 
attack,  age,  nativity,  place  of  residence,  degrees  or  stages  of  the 
disease,  and  the  date  and  mode  of  termination,  which  table 
accompanied  my  report  to  the  Board  of  Health  in  Cincinnati, 
in  the  year  1866.  They  fully  illustrate  that  by  having  medi- 
cines and  plain  directions  to  use  immediately  upon  being 
attacked  with  any  symptom  or  condition  of  Cholera,  they  may 
be  saved  from  the  fearful  result  which  follows  in  almost  every 
case  where  neither  a  physician  nor  medicine  can  be  had. 
They  also  prove  that  where  medicines  are  used  immediately, 
the  attack  is  cut  short,  and  only  in  very  feeble  constitutions 
will  it  last  over  twenty-four  hours,  while  in  the  greater  num- 
ber of  cases  they  may  be  considered  convalescent  in  five  or  six 
hours.  These  important  facts  could  only  be  ascertained  by 
keeping  such  a  table  of  results.  The  object  of  the  author  is 
not,  or  was  not,  to  make  every  man  his  own  physician,  but  to 
provide  reliable  means  to  be  used  until  a  physician  can  be  had. 


